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Book your travel plans

Heard of staycations? This 1s a stay-on-your-couch-ation

taycations are in, and ex-

pensive overseas travel is

out in these tough eco-

nomic times, But that
doesn’t mean people aren’t getting
away — meeting people, seeing
sights and feeling the thrill of travel
— at least vicariously.

BrAD KANE

Travel books are as popular as
ever, letting readers escape while
snug in their pajamas at home, and
many hot sellers nowadays aren’t
your father’s travel guides, but
rather creative and personal forays
set in foreign lands.

They are novels like “McCarthy’s
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adventures visiting pubs in Ireland
that bear his family name. Books

faraway place, taking an approach
far different from a list of hotels or
restaurant recommendations.

“T"ve sold more books that have
stories about a place rather than the
travel guides,” says Peg Patton,
owner of the Front Street Book Shop
in Scituate.

Beyond looking simply to experi-
ence a different place, readers are
searching for stories that are inspira-
tional, funny, interesting, strange or
tragic, says Marilyn Haraden,
owner of Westwinds Bookshop in
Duxbury.

“They seem to be less tradition-
al, and people are stepping out of
the box,” Haraden says.

Sarah Turnbull’s “Almost
French,” about a woman adjust-

Bar,” in which the author details his

like this help readers gat to know a ing to living in Paris with her
French boyfriend, and John
Berendt’s “The City of Fallen An-
gels,” about the author’s time in
Venice, are two such examples —
and, not coincidentally, the most
popular travel books at the Front
Street Book Shop.

Popular titles at Westwinds in-
clude “Eat. Pray. Love,” by Eliza-
beth Gilbert, who travels to three
countries after her divorce, and
“Whatever You Do, Don’t Run,” by
Peter Allison, about a Botswana sa-
fari guide.

Something of an enigma among
travel books this year is “Born to
Run,” by Christopher McDougall,
about a Mexican tribe of long-dis-
tance runners. While Amazon.com
classifies it as a travel book —itisa
top seller on the Web site — book- THE CITY
shops say it tends to appeal more to L aF
athletes and sports aficionados than FALLING
vicarious travelers.

Stll, while anecdotal travel books
are popular, straightforward travel
books certainly haven’t disap-
peared, says Eric Markiewicz, store
manager at B. Dalton Bookseller in
Braintree.

“Fodor’s Walt Disney World with
Kids” and “Lonely Planet’s New
England” have been popular at the
__\ J\ < Braintree bookshop, says
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For more travel ideas go to wickedlocal.com/travel

NEW HAMPSHIRE

1L TR L

RALISSON HOTEL HYANNIS
508-771-1700 www.radisson.com/hyannisma

WOODWARD'S RESORT )
WOODWARD'S RESORT, Lincoln NH, 85 Rooms, Open Hearth Steak House, pub,
indoor pools & more. Nightly ludglng from $52.50 pp per day. Near attraction, tax .

free shopping. Packages available! B00-635-8968 www.woodwardsresort.com

R HOLIDAY INN HYANNIS d
SEI HIST RESORT IIOTEL 1-800-HOLIDAY www.halidayinn. com/hyannisma . :
e [ g Won R
OCEAN GATE RESORT _ .--H m ! Irmjll EAGLE MOUNTAIN HOUSE & GOLF CLUB :
800-221-5924 www.oceangateinn.com JACKSON “Eagle Mountain House & Golf Club® FALL AWAY FROM THE MALL-get a
T —— *THE CLARION NANTASKET BEACH RESORT HOTEL & jump start on your holiday shopping tax-free at outlet stores! Room for 1 night, full

The Clarion Nantasket Basch Resort and Raffael's Ocear front Restaurant have teamed  country breakfast, dinner and a shopping bag with discount coupons and memento of
up /&t again for anather wonderful Autumn Season. Wrap yourself in luxury in our guest  Your stay! Jacuzzi, sauna, exercise facility & game room for only $129 pp/dbl occu-
rooTs that feature whiripool baths, fireplaces and balconies with Ocean Views, We have  pancy 800-966-5779 . Member, Historic Hotels of America www.eaglemt.com '

“Buy One Night Get One Night Free’ packages available, as well as Gift certificates for the

Sard Dollar Spa and the Ciarion Resort. Call for package details 781-925-4500

E‘m: Earty for New Years Eve! It will be here before you know it! www.nantasketbeach-
obd.com

207-594-4418 www.owlshead.org

THE YACHTSMAN LDDGE
207-967-2511 www.yachtsmanlodge.com

THE BECHE HOUSE INN
207-967-3850 www.beachhouseinn.com

OUTSIDE_NEW ENGLAND

THE RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL :

NYC HOTEL $129 for TWO persons, Singles $124. Suites $139-8159. Lincoln Center .

lm area, Hudson River views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes to midtown, safe, quiet, «

luxury area. RIVERSIDE TOWER, Riverside Dr. & 80th St Free brochure: 800-724- -
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4y RHODE ISLAND

Polar Express Package Join us aboard The Polar Express, a magical Journey to the
North Pole departing this winter from North Conway, NH. 2 night lodging package
incudes 2 breakfasts, dinner evening not visiting North Pole, Polar Express ticket
indoor poolfitness. Limited December dates left. www.purityspring.com/polarexpress THE EWLER AT CLIFF WALK

1-800-373-3754 ext 225 888-793-5664 www.thechanler.com

NONATUM RESORT . -

1-888-205-0973 www.nonatumresort.com TH: BEACON RESORT
BEACON RESORT in NH's beautiful White Mountains. Nightly room rates from $99

BETHEL INN
207-824-2175 www.bethelinn.com

POLAND SPRING RESORT
207-998-4351 www.polandspringresort.com

HAWK MOUNTAIN RESORT

ppido FREE continental breaidast. FREE gas! Indoor and Outdoor Heated Pools, Dad's  800-966-5779 www.hawkresort.com
: ; Aestaurant and Lounge. Gift Shop, near attractions. scenic drives and Much More! .
PLEASANT POINT INN 8(r)-258-8934 www.beaconresort.com 4 mm
207-925-3008 www.pleasantpointinn.com o e Ands e
ININAN HEAD RESORT BIRCH RIDGE INN

50 Plasma HDTVs - ail rooms! FREE use: pools/spas/paddieboating. fishing :, more!  802-422-4293 www.killingtonlodging.com
Re staurant/lcunge/entertainment/special kid's programs. 100 Rooms a-

sled Cottages tool Lodging I/ $99 for 2. Discount tickets to local attractions
meqa! www, indianheadrasort.com

ANCHOR IN
508-775-0357 www.achorin.com

ORANGE LAKE RESORT/ASCUTNEY
866-591-0448 www.orangelakeresort. com/ascutney

[ FORADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL 800-624-7355 -
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FROM PAGE ONE

+ XXX, from page 1

It’s Menino vs. Floon in hot race for mayor

pokloyomst “When you talk about “We aren’t trying to
ughout the campaign can-
didates have traded barbs, Flaher-  PILOT, you're not just break the bank. We just
ty and his “deputy mayor” Sam  talking about money. need to streamline our
Yoon have called for an end to ’
what they consider a strong- You l'efﬂ“‘ins about city ﬂ’lﬂll.lﬂll these
mayor system muddled by mi- services and programs to make our
cromanagement, while Menino .
considers the current state of the scholarships tl'lq can operations more
city his best credential. offe ient, somethi
Menino met with the staffs of rto the c!ty of e : athing

the Allston-Brighton TAB and Boston.’ we haven’t seen in
West Roxbury and Roslindale - ”
Transcript last Thursday while —Mayor Thomas M. Menino 16 years.
Flaherty and his running mate Councilor Michael Flaherty
Sa\"‘},:"hm" . (ijtr'l Fnida¥ . prove underperforming institu- ‘

1th many Ofncials 1eanng iong  saying that the added “When you talk about

further cuts in state aid and the
continued economic pressure
presented by the ongoing reces-
sion, Menino and Flaherty laid
% out their plans to carry Boston
+ through these uncertain times.
* During Menino’s first term,
he asked the public to judge his
« performance by the quality of
. Boston's schools. Flaherty took

- the mayor up on his offer in a

-

recent debate, giving Menino a
failing grade while referring to
100 of Boston's 143 public
- schools currently on state or
- federal watch lists for underper-

- formance.
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Menino contested the accura-

and Patrick Lyndon - two of
Boston's more prestigious
schools, can be found listed
alongside  Brighton  High
School underperforming
lists.

“It's not perfect, but we’re
making progress,” said Menino,
who mentioned that Boston

on

letic programs which began
after The Boston Glebe ran a
piece depicting broken equip-
ment and a lack of trained staff.

Menino denied allegations
that his office is reactionary,
saying that when he sees a prob-
lem, he fixes it. He also
promised to promote in-district
charter schools as a way to im-

Ay

=

flexibility would allow teachers
to address the specific needs of
their students.

In light of 2008 Boston Pub-
lic Schools statistics that indi-
cate 41.1 percent of BPS high
school students failed to gradu-
ate in four years, both candi-
dates feel students need further
assistance.

Menino is pushing for “wrap
around” school programs which
he said will engage students be-
fore and after school, as well as
during the summer where in-
ternship opportunities can give
students additional experience
and promoting his “Thrive in 5"

they reach high school.

Flaherty said his administra-
tion would help ensure more
public school students are given
proper preparation for college-
level courses by creating a spe-
cific Grade 13 school in a pre-
existing BPS building for
students who need additional

When asked whether a Fla-
herty administration would fun-
nel additional money into BPS,
Flaherty contended that Boston
“isn't facing a revenue problem,
it’s facing a spending problem.”
The candidate said he would
begin performance reviews

throughout every city depart-
ment as a way to find and end

'Iﬁ!rbducirxg :
|
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wasteful spending.

Flaherty criticized Menino for
not using programs such as Citi-
Stat thiat monitors performance
in a rnumber of major cities
throughout the country as a way

adopt # 311 system, saying that
many ¢11 calls are not emergen-
cies but can draw first respon-
ders aviay from situations where
they are actually needed..

“We aren’t trying to break the
bank,” Flaherty said. “We just
need to streamline our city
through these programs to make

community concems, but in-
stead faver universities and de-
velopers.  The  candidate
promised to shutter the BRA in
his fist 30 days in office, re-
placing it with separate eco-
nomi¢: planning and develop-
ment offices to avoid what he
considers an “inherent conflict
of intirrests.”

Save Money, 5ave

tn gy

“The BRA has bent over
backwards to involve the com-
munity in planning processes,”
said Menino, who cited recent
additions to the Boston College
Institutional Master Plan, which

Menino also questioned the
validity of splitting the BRA,
which has a current operating
budget near $50 million gener-
ated independently from the
city through leased properties.

The subject of institutional

STAFF PHOTO BY JIM WALKER

Councilor Michael Flaherty, right, and his running mate, Sam Yoon, left, discuss thelr views to unseat
Mayor Thomas M. Menino during an editorial board meeting last week with the staffs of the Allston-
Brighton TAB and West Roxbury and Roslindale Transcript.

expansion also brought the
issue of Payment In Lieu of
Taxes (PILOT) to the table,
causing Yoon to suggest Meni-
no has not pushed universities
to pay for city services due to a

Menino said a Boston City
Council task force is currently
working on a uniform formula to
decide what large schools owe to
the city, but also mentioned that
PILOT payments go beyond
monetary reimbursement.

PILOT, you're not just talking
about money,” Menino said.
“You're talking about services
and scholarships they can offer
to the city of Boston.”

As the race draws to a close,
both Flaherty and Menino have
acknowledged that this election
could not only decide the next
four years, but the definition of
a mayoral title in Boston. Fla-
herty said he would institute
term limits and give additional
power to the city council and
department heads to avoid what
he considers “micromanaging
to a fault.”

Menino has been a harsh crit-

b g T el e o s s b e bt 5 i i e i
" that schools such as the Timilty at risk of dropping out at before Programns and for the failure to  almost everything they wanted.” and college presidents. edge and is the root cause of

economic breakdowns in states
such as California. When asked
for his opinion on the strong
mayor system, Menino's re-
sponse was succinct.

“That’s why Boston is well
run.”
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and access all your favorite |
advertising circulars, i
coupons, deals, travel
specials and more - online! G EEK Computer
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GRAND PRIZE is a 7 Night Cruise with Royal Caribbean. i
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Julla Messing, 23, of Brighton makes her way to the starting line for
the annual Oak Scare 5K race on Saturday.

RACE, from page 1

ly looking forward to this,” said
Darren Gwin, who was a first-
time participant in the race. “[ just
saw it online. I run in a lot of road
races, and this one really appealed

" to me. | was excited to see the
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people dress up in costumes, I
wanted to dress up but I couldn’t
really get around to it.”

Colleen Graham, who trained
for the race at the YMCA, added,
“Really exciting! I have been
training for it through a course
that they offer at the Y, and I am
really excited to see how the race

Although some of the runners
have trained for months for the
race, one particular participant has
been waiting since last year for
the race to come around.

“I missed it last year” said
Cody Hammond, who has
worked at the YMCA for the past
six years, and was competing in
the wheelchair portion of the race.
“The first couple of years I didn't
know they had it.” i

Along with raising money for
the YMCA's various programs,
many of the racers came out to
celebrate Halloween early, and
enter in the costume competition.

“] am a French maid today. I
have a feather duster which is
homemade,” said Julia Messing,
who was running in the race for
the first time. “I had this left over
from high school and thought it
would be, ya know, not to hard to
run in."”

Along with a French Maid, the
race also featured a man dressed
as a poacher complete with a toy
machete, and friends dressed as

New tra

The City of Boston announced
that traffic management advances
have recently been made in the
Allston-Brighton neighborhood
through the use of new technolo-
gy. A collaborative effort of the
Office of Boston Mayor Thomas
M. Menino, the city’s Transporta-
tion and Management Informa-
tion Services Departments, and
Boston District City Councilor
Mark Ciommo, city officials say
the project will have a significant
positive impact on local street
traffic.

Menino said, “These traffic
management advances in Allston
and Brighton are the most recent
example of how each and every
day we are making solid progress
taking advantage of new technol-
ogy to bring improved services to
city residents. It is even more
gratifying that various city de-
partments are working together to
find ways to implement our ini-
tiatives using existing resources,
thereby ensuring that Boston tax-
payers are getting the most bang
for their buck.”

Sixteen signalized intersections
in the neighborhood have recently
been connected remotely to the
Traffic Management Center locat-
ed in Boston City Hall, bringing
the total current number of signal-
ized intersections in the Allston-
Brighton neighborhood that are
connected to the TMC to 40.

In addition, six new traffic
cameras have been installed at

5K race on Saturday.

safan animals.

“All of my friends are safar an-
imals, and I am a poacher,” said
Alex Jefferies, who dressed up as
Pac-Man and chased his friends
who were ghosts last year. “The
original plan was they were all
going to be zoo animals and | was
going to be the zoo keeper and
chase them. But I couldn’t find a
net, and I couldn’t find a hat. So
last night it became much more
sinister and I became a poacher.”

Jefferies said with a langh when
asked if he was going to chase his
friends again this year, “Yes,

l‘nﬂpon Mmﬂnmnlod(s::msl(mons:tumay
dressed as a giraffe. His girifriond, Julle Adamczyk, made the
costume, Many runners wore thelr Halloween outfits for the race.

A race of spooky fun to aid the YMCA

wielding my machetz as they run
furiously for their lives.”

While mary people came out to
have fun ancl show off their Hal-
loween costumes, others used this
event to train for other races.

“I ry to run competitively in
my age group, from 5Ks to
marathons,” said Walter Drag,
who competed in this year's
Boston Maruthon. “This is just to
start geiting 1ne up to speed where
I need to be. | had a disappointing
marathon a couple of week ngo,
and in any case | want to go and
get right bacik on the horse.”

In addition, six new traffic cameras have
been installed at Aliston-Brighton
intersections, with the installation of a

seventh underway.

Allston-Brighton  intersections,
with the installation of a seventh
underway. The cameras provide
live feed of local traffic condi-
tions to the TMC. As a result, traf-
fic engineers observing up to the
minute conditions from monitors
in City Hall can make immediate
remote adjustments to traffic sig-
nal timing at these 40 intersec-
tions to ease traffic congestion
and improve traffic and pedestn-
an safety.

This recent traffic signal work
was done using the city’s recently
deployed fiber optic network,
originally built for the purpose of
better connecting city facilities.
Working with MIS to tap into this
existing resource allowed BTD to
save the funds that would have
otherwise been necessary to con-
nect the TMC with these intersec-
tions.

City officials also say that it
provided BTD with a means to
complete the work without dis-
rupting the neighborhood that
would have been necessary 10 lay
new underground fiber optics be-
tween City Hall and Allston-
Brighton.

To further complement this

work, BTD recently rearranged
the traffic layout of Brighton
Center. New pavement markings
were painted and left tum lanes
were instaled to provide safe
lanes for weiting left-turning dri-
vers, as well as to keep those left-
tuning drivers from impeding
the progress of drivers heading
straight or bzaring right.

“The collaboration of BTD and
MIS ensure:] that this project was
implemented in the most effec-
tive, efficicnt and economical
way possible,” said Boston
Transportation ~ Commissioner
Thomas J. Tinlin. “We will con-
tinue to work with MIS to seek
out opportunities where we can
quickly anl slmpl) make addi-
tional s:g:mﬁcanl improvements
to the city’s street network.”

William (Jates, Boston’s Chief
Information Officer and Director
of the city's MIS Departinent
added, “We are working hard to
ensure that :all City of Boston De-
partments are awan: of, and in a
position to, take advantage of the
new technology that is at their
disposal. It is our goal to assist
city departments to accomplish
their own goals by working

S Y MARK THOMSON

Catherine Ordie, center, 19, of Boston, sprints down Faneull Strest E(ﬂnltartdt:l‘lemmnlOll(Scara

“All of my friends are
safari animals, and |
am a poacher. The
original plan was they
were all going to be zoo
animals and | was going
to be the zoo keeper
and chase them.”

Alex Jefferies

1c management advances in A-B

smarter and more efficiently.”

Boston's Traffic Management
Center is staffed six days a week
from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., Mondays
through Fridays, and from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. on Saturday. In addition
to adjusting traffic signal timing,
TMC staff monitoring on-street
activity may request parking en-
forcement services or notify other
city departments that their ser-
vices are needed as necessary.

The 16 Allston-Brighton sig-
nalized intersections that are now
connected to the TMC are on:

» Market Street, from Birming-
ham Parkway to Washington
Street

¢ Cambridge Street, from Gor-
don Avenue to Washington Street

¢ Washington Street, from
Winship Street to Oak Square.

Tinlin credited Boston District
City Councilor Mark Ciommo
with bringing his neighborhood
traffic concems to the depart-
ment’s attention and with work-
ing cooperatively with BTD to
resolve the issues.

Ciommo said, “It was a plea-
sure to work with BTD staff to
improve traffic and pedestrian
conditions on local streets in All-
ston-Brighton. I am confident
that my constituents will see im-
mediate improvements and [ en-
courage them to contact my of-
ficer with any additional
comments or concems that they
may have with regard to traffic in
the neighborhood.”

mountsaintjosephacademy.org
617 Cambridge Street, Brighton, MA 02134
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HONESTY, COASSION AND RESPECT

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSES
Sunday, November 8, 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Wednesday, November 18, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
for prospective Kindergarten parents

Sunday, December 13, 1:00-3:00 p.m.

BRINGING OUT THE BEST IN BOYS

K-GRADE 9 DAY, GRADES 5-9 BOARDING
250 Waltham Street, West Newton, MA
www.fessenden.org 617-630-2300

G Only Gutter Helmet
hasst thetestoftlme.

Call Today for a FREE Estimate!

1-800-975-6666 |

wiww, GutterHeimetNE com
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PHOTO BY ZARA TIANEY

Richard Peters was the lead painter during last week's “extreme makeover” of the Hastings House, a transitional homeless shelter In Brighton. The Crittenton Women's Union, which runs the
shelter, assists homeless familles in securing and maintaining permanent housing.

Volunteers make Hastings House shelter homier

VOLUNTEERS, from page 1
try to funnel our money towards families
and major projects like ensuring our fur-
naces are up to date for the winter.”

.Volunteers used 80 gallons of paint
worth $3,000 donated by Benjamin
Moore to freshen up common rooms and
bedrooms, while Shire donated comput-
ers, filing cabinets and office supplies to
help struggling families track down em-
ployment.

Shire: employees also remodeled a

common room to create an “indoor tree-

house,” geared towards the many chil —

dren who call Hastings their temporary
home,
“We wanted to create a cozy environ-

ment where parents can read to their Qur mission is to help women

children in the winter and sill have a
warm springtime feel." said B renda Har-
ris, who came up with the idea and was
stitching the tree together while other
volunteers prepared leaves which will

each hold a picture of a child iving at the  with Lexington-based technology com-

Hastings House.

Shire is also working on a partnership pany Minuteman Technology to train

“This is a model for who we
are. We aren’t just a shelter.

reach self-sufficiency.”

Liane Crawford

Hastings residents for six months to be-
come biological manufacturers and of-
fering graduates three-month paid in-
ternships. Crawford said the partnership
is central to their mission.

“This is a model for who we are.”
Crawford said. “We aren't just a shelter.
Our mission is to help women reach self-
sufficiency.”

Brahn has advocated for the Hastings
House during lunchtime seminars at
Shire and organized a backpack and
school supplies drive for Hastings chil-

dren. Brahn also testified on behalf of
displaced families on Beacon Hill to let
legislators know homelessness is be-
coming an increasingly serious problem
amid the current recession.

Crawford said the Hastings House
was at capacity long before the recession
and the hard economic times have in-
creased the need for help exponentially.

“Right now there are over 1,000 fami-
lies living in hotels and motels across the
commonwealth,” Crawford said. “We
never have an empty room, ever.”

Solid field of candidates want to be At-Large councilors

AT-LARGE, from page 1

tempts to recoup the cost of pro-
viding institutions with city ser-
vices.

Murphy has made PILOT pro-
grams a major focus during his
time in office, but said the Boston
City Council can only do so much
to push non-profits. Changes in
the PILOT program must be ap-
proved by the Legislature and
signed into law by the Governor.

While all candidates felt larger
schools should increase PILOT
payments, approaches to the issue
varied. Candidate Tito Jackson of-
fered a plan similar to Murphy
and specifically recommended
tapping into university faculties
and student bodies as a way to
bolster public school education

through mentor programs or uni-
versity partnerships, a notion also
held by candidate Tomas Gonza-
lez, who recommends Boston ask
schools what they can do for the
city.

Gonzalez said that institutions
could give back in other ways be-
sides taxes such as electrical co-
generation that could lower utility
rates for residents while fulfilling
PILOT requirements.

Candidate Andrew Keneally
recommended using plans pro-
posed by larger universities to ex-
pand as a bargaining chip during
zoning hearings (o negotiate in-
creased payment.

Keneally was particularly wor-
ried about large institutions such
as Harvard University and Boston

CAMp, SCHOOL

anD ACTIVIlies

mazemakers

15 small, dynamic courses for young
people grades 2-8, including:

Photography * Web Design
Robotics * Video * Dance * Science
Drama * Athletic Games * and more...

Located at The Meadowbrook School in Weston
Free Transportation Available

SUMMER PROGRAMS AT MEADOWBROOK

Summer 2010

Visit us at mazemakers.com
Or call 508-358-5371

All camps operated in Massachusetts must comply with regulations
of the Massachusetts Department of Public Health and be licensed by
the board of health of the city or town in which they are located.

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL DAN AT 781-433-7944

College, which he said have ex-
panded aggressively  without
proper community input and cre-
aling an environment where some
nzighborhoods “feel as though
they're under siege "

Candidates also pledged to re-
vew possible inefficiencies
throughout city offices and use
their budgetary oversight abilities
to streamline programs. Murphy
and Connolly said they would
continue to review Boston Public

¢hool busing routes that they say
could save the city more than $8
miillion a year.

“We have the most inefficient
miodel for routing and transporta-
tion of any major city,” said Mur-
phy, who has expenence in the
transportation industry and said
that better routing would cut fuel
cts and prevent half-filled
busses from making their rounds.

Connolly said & move towards

community schooling similar to
last year's proposed five-zone
school model would cut trans-
portation costs while ensuring
schools “increase diversity, in-
volvement and finally reflect
Boston.”

Candidate Ayanna Pressley
supports the increase in school
zones, but said that the plan needs
to be modified in order to prevent
disparity from neighborhood to
neighborhood. Pressley and Jack-
son also suggested extending
school hours and expanding after-
school programs as a way to en-
sure children are supervised dur-
ing the afternoon hours when they
are most likely to get in trouble.

“I'm a firm believer in parent
power,” Pressley said. “And we
have seen it at its best in the five-
zone plan.”

Armmoyo said he would make
schools a top priority in office, call-

J

Mount Alvernia Academy

Quality Catholic Education Since 1927
Accredited by the New England Association of Schools & Colleges

Rainbow Nursery through Grade Six

Extended Day Program Available
Financial Aid Available

Sunday, November 1, 2009
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

20 Manet Road, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
off Commonwealth Avenue, opposite Boston College Main Campus

(617)527—7540
www.mtalverniaacad.org

Coeducational

|I'\.-

\ A sponsored Minist-~ of the Missonary Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate l'nnﬂ_'p{umf

THE BALLOT

Here's the list of candidates » John R. Connolly
that will appear in the Nov. 3 Tomas Gonzalez
election: » Tito Jackson

m 'OAndme.me
! B - * Stephen J. Murphy
.%WM!]M[ _.'9 » Ayanna S.Prapshy
(Pick four) City Council
» Felix G. Arroyo * Mark S. Ciommo
» Doug Bennett * Alex Selvig
ing for a line-by-line review of  Arroyo and Jackson offered al-

budgetary spending to identify
waste, while also working to guar-
antee students admission to
schools within walking distance of
their homes as a way to bolster par-
ent and community involvement.
Many candidates also called

for a reform throughout BPS to
combat alarming dropout rates
and prepare children for future
jobs, but suggested different paths
to improvement including the
city’s charter school program.

Connolly and Pressley showed
support for increasing charter
schools, suggesting that the in-
creased competition and special-
ized curriculums allow students to
benefit from more targeted class-
es, while Murphy, Gonzalez and
Keneally said the specialized
schools create a talent disparity
which leaves BPS in the most dif-
ficult position to educate students
and less funding while Keneally
worried that the lack of unionized
charter teachers could lead to
abuse and a poorly compensated
faculty.

ternative solutions to the public
school issue. Jackson recom-
mended expanding the K-8 feeder
system, which he suggests offers a
continuity in curriculum and fos-
ters a better learning environment,
while Arroyo said he would not
raise the charter cap but supports
school systems that work, pointing
to discovery pilot schools as an al-
ternative that allows troubled pub-
lic schools to be co-opted and
brought up to speed.

“I don’t support anything that
creates a second-class system,”
Arroyo said.

As Election Day draws near,
candidates are making their final
efforts to curry favor throughout
Boston. Regardless of the eventual
outcome, the At-Large city coun-
cil seats will offer a diverse core of
public servants eager to carry
Boston through trying times.

“It isn’t about seniority,” Mur-
phy said as he reflected on his pre-
vious terms. “It's about passion
and where you can direct your
knowledge.”

—————------------——-—ﬂ---1
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‘PFQU-HI' We can fit any size:

|FREE ESTIMATES - 781-801-4900
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. Replace that rotted
' leaking problem,
now for Fall.
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We do full digouts!
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Committee approves bill to ban cutting pets’ vocal chords

By Bob Katzen
CORRESPONDENT

Beacon Hill Roll Call records
local representatives’ votes on one
roll call and local senators’ votes
on two roll calls from the week of
Oct. 19-23.

$71 MILLION FISCAL 2009
SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET
(H 4288)

The House, 118-34 and Senate,
27-8, approved and sent to Gov.
Deval Patrick a $71 million fiscal
2009 state budget to close the
books out on the fiscal year that
ended June 30.

Provisions include $60 million
to cover Medicaid overruns; $5.3
million to pay for the election to
fil the late Sen. Edward
Kennedy's seat; $900,000 for pri-
vate police details and $100,000
for the state’s enhanced liquor en-
forcement programs.

The package is funded mainly
by a portion of some $170 million
in “reversions” - money that was
unspent by various state agencies.

Supporters said that the $71 mil-
lion is necessary in order to pay for
important programs that help
many people. They noted that this
budget is funded without the need
to borrow from the state’s Rainy
Day Fund.

Some opponents said that ap-
proval of this budget is just more
of the same irresponsible actions
by the Legislature. They argued
that there are dire predictions of a
budget deficit of up to $1 billion
and urged the Legislature to begin
to figure out how to fill that hole
instead of spending more money.
Others took issue with individual
items in the package.

(A "Yes" vote is for the $71 mil-

lion budget. A “No" vote is
against it).
Rep. Kevin Honan - Yes
Rep. Michael Moran - Yes
Sen. Anthony Galluccio
- Yes
Sen. Steven Tolman - Yes
RECOVER MONEY
POCKETED BY DEVELOP-
ERS (H 4288)

The Senate, 10-25, rejected an
amendment requiring the state’s
inspector general (IG) to establish
a special commission to recover
for cities and towns all excess
profits that companies illegally re-
tained under the state’s Chapter 40
B law.

That controversial law essen-
tially exempts low and moderate-
income housing developers from
local zoning bylaws in communi-
ties where less than 10 percent of
the housing is deemed affordable

by the state. The law caps develop-
ers’ profits at 20 percent and all
profit above that is required to go
to the local city or town.

Amendment supporters said
that recent investigations by the IG
have uncovered millions of dollars
in excess profits that have been il-
legally pocketed by many devel-
opers. They noted that these devel-
opers cook their books and
commit fraud in order to pocket
more than the 20 percent profit
that they are allowed under law.
They argued that the 1G needs the
power to commence legal action
and recoup this stolen money from
these greedy firms.

Some opponents said that the
Legislature should not set a prece-
dent by giving this extraordinary
power to the IG. Others argued
that the Department of Housing
and Community Development is
currently in the process of trying to
recoup money from the develop-
ers.

Some said that there is nothing
in current law that prohibits the IG
from continuing his investigations
and tuming the cases of fraud over
to the attorney general to recoup
the money. They said that there is
no need for an additional state law.

(A “Yes” vote is for the amend-
ment requiring the IG to recover
the excess profits. A “No” vote is
against the amendment).

Sen. Anthony Galluccio
- Yes

Sen. Steven Tolman -No

ALSO UP ON
BEACON HILL

* BAN ON CUTTING THE
VOCAL CORDS OF DOGS
AND CATS (H 344) - The Judi-
ciary Committee approved a bill
that would prohibit the severing of
vocal cords to suppress the voice
of a dog or cat.

Supporters of the bill, sponsored
by the Coalition to Protect and
Rescue Pets and endorsed by An-
gell Animal Medical Center, more
than 200 Massachusetts veterinar-
ians and shelters statewide, say
that the surgery poses serious risks
regardless of the veterinarian’s ex-
perience or how the vocal cords
are cut.

Opponents say that this is minor
surgery that silences noisy dogs so
that they can find a home. They
argue that if devocalization is
banned, there will be a rise in the
surrender, abuse and euthanasia of
noisy dogs.

Humane societies and animal
shelters disagree, pointing out that

devocalized dogs are abandoned
just like any other dogs. Friends of
the Plymouth Pound Director
Gayle Fitzpatrick notes that she
adopted a dog devocalized and
abandoned by his breeder. She
says that responsitle selection,
care, training and beeding prac-
tices, not convenience surgery, are
in the best interest o7 animals and
the community.

+ EXEMPT CITIES AND
TOWN FROM GAS TAX (H
4288) - The Senat: rejected an
amendment that would exempt of-
ficial city and town vehicles from
the 21-cent-per-gallon gas tax.

* RAISE FEE FOR LEGIS-
LATORS® SPECIAL LI
CENSE PLATES (14 4288) - The
Senate tumed down an amend-
ment raising from $45 to $300 the
fee for legislators’ specialty
“House” and “Senate” license
plates that have the state's seal and
identify the car as belonging to a

: specialty
plates are also availahle to the gov-
cers.

« COMMEND STATE
WORKERS - Th: House ap-
proved resolutions commending
all state employees for their dedi-
cation and commitment to public
service. The resolutons not: that
this was being done in preparation
for the upcoming ‘Performance
Recognition Day” that will be cel-
ebrated on Nov. 6.

* AGE OF POLICE OFFI-
CERS (S 1065) - 'The Veterans’
Committee held a hearing on a
proposal allowing ciies and towns
to raise from 36 to 42 the maxi-
mum age at which a veteran is eli-
gible to apply to be a police officer
or firefighter. The measure does
not alter the current law that pro-
hibits applications {tom non-vet-
erans over 32.

¢« EVACUATION CHAIRS
FOR DISABLED (H 374) -
The Commiittee on Public Safety
and Homeland Security held a
lmmagmlcglslmanreqtmngall

residential buildings over four sto-
ries high to be equipped with evac-
uation chairs on each stairwell or
evacuation route. The measure is
sponsored by the Massachusetts
Disability Policy Consortium and
is aimed at helping with the emer-
gency evacuation of people with
disabilities who live on floors that
are higher than fire department
ladders.

. BAN NOVELTY
LIGHTERS (H 3924) - The Pub-
lic Safety and Homzland Security
Committee's hearing also includ-

Residents can find

af

For the past 50 years, the Boston Bar Association
Lawyer Referral Service has assisted people in find-
ing an attorney to fit their legal needs. The LRS has
attorneys in 288 areas of law, including bankruptcy,
personal injury (including medical and legal mal-
probate, family and
juvenile law, labor and employment, and SSI/SSDI.
Reduced fee referrals are available for qualified

practice), real estate, housing,

clients,

There is no charge for a referral from the Boston

fordable legal help

Bar Association Lawyer Referral Service. A client
never pays more than $25 for the first half-hour
consultation with an LRS attorney; many do not
charge at all for the imitial half-hour consultation.

The LRS referral line is open from 9 am.-5:30
p.m., Mondays through Fridays. Call 617-742-0625
ortoll free at 800-552-7046; or request a referral on-
line at bostonbar.ong/LRS.

The Boston Bar Association is the only ABA-ap-

proved lawyer referral service in Massachusetts.
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Brighton natives .

We’ll ALWAYS be Brighton Girls!

Affordable assisted lining for

Spacious Studio & One -Bedroom

Medication Management

Personal Care Assistance

A Trusted, Caring Staff

Call Louise Rachin

today for a personal visit

seniors of all incomes

Services and
Amenities

Apartment Homes

Delicious Meals

Wonderful Programs

617-731-0505
ext. 202

(I-r) Mary Grinham,

Kay McGilvray and
Midge McNamara

COREY PARK

180 Corey Road
Brighton, MA 02135

www.coreypark.com

Providenc: House
Senior Llun‘ Cclm‘(mgi

Managed by Welch Healthcare & Retirement Group

&

ed a proposal that would ban the

* sale of toy-like or novelty lighters

including ones that resemble car-
toon characters, toys, guns, musi-
cal instruments, vehicles or ani-
mals.

Supporters say that children
often mistake these lighters for
toys and note that the lighters are
responsible for fires, injuries and
death.

Other measures heard by the
committee include making it a
crime to price gouge food, fuel
and shelter during a declared state
emergency (S 930); protecting the
privacy of persons who call 911 to
report an emergency and exempt-
ing their names, addresses and
phone numbers from the state’s
public records law (S 947); requir-
ing all establishments to provide
signs that notify the occupants of
the location of emergency exits,
urge them to stay calm during an
emergency and to proceed orderly
to one of the exits (S 912) and the
bref and vaguely worded measure
requiring the Department of Pub-
bic Safety to “take measures to im-
prove public safety” (H 2243).

QUOTABLE QUOTES

* “Unless you had an interest
in the alcohol licenses of the
Westborough House of Pizza or

the Fire Stones Martini Bar in
Turners Falls, Thursday’s
House session didn’t have much
in store for you.”

From a State House News Ser-
vice story describing last Thurs-
day’s brief 19-minute House ses-
sion.

¢  “(Attorney  General
Martha) Coakley left the heavy
lifting to federal prosecutors,
simply because she didn’t want
to step on the toes of other Bea-
con Hill Democrats. Is it too
much to expect that the state’s
chief law enforcement official
actually prosecute political cor-
ruption on Beacon Hill?”

Republican State Committee
chairwoman Jennifer Nassour in
an announcement unveiling the
new “Where was Martha” Web-
site at www.wherewasmartha.com

» “We will never share the in-

formation you provide here P

with anyone, anytime, for any
reason. However, if you select to
forward your information to
your elected officials or your
town committee, we cannot
guarantee that they will keep
your information confidential.”

Disclaimer on the Massachu-
serts Democratic State Committee
Website

Knowing
the signs of
carbon monoxide
poisoning
could save
your life.

+ persistent headaches
¢ nausea

¢ dizziness

+ blurred vision
+ confusion

¢ rapid heartbeat

 “I just wanted to make sure
those remarks were on the
These days, every time we take
a vote, we read several weeks
later why the ‘yeas’ voted one
way and the ‘nays’ voted anoth-
er way.”

Marc Pacheco (D-Taunton)
during debate on the Senate floor.
Is he giving Beacon Hill Roll Call
a free plug?

HOW LONG WAS LAST
WEEK’S SESSION? Beacon
Hill Roll Call tracks the length of
time that the House and Senate
were in session each week. Many
legislators say that legislative ses-
sions are only one aspect of the
Legislature’s job and that a lot of
important work is done outside of
the House and Senate chambers.
They note that their jobs also in-
volve committee work, research,
constituent work and other mat-
ters that are important to their dis-
tricts.

Critics say that the Legislature
does not meet regularly or long
enough to debate and vote in pub-
lic view on the thousands of
pieces of legislation that have
been filed. They note that the in-
frequency and brief length of ses-
sions are misguided and lead to
irresponsible late night sessions
and a mad rush to act on dozens
of bills in the days immediately
preceding the end of an annual
session.

During the week of Oct. 19-23,
the House met for a total of seven
hours and 51 minutes while the
Senate met for a total of nine
hours and nine minutes.

e Oct. 19: House - 11:03 to
11:13 am.; Senate - 11:01 a.m. to
2:48 p.m.

¢ Oct. 20: House - 11:01 am. to
6:23 p.m.; Senate - 1:07 to 6:25
am.

* Oct. 21: No House or Senate
sessions

¢ Oct. 22: House - 11:01 to
11:20 am.; Senate - 11:05 to
11:09 am.

o Oct. 23: No House or Senate
sessions

Bob Katzen welcomes feed-
back at bob@beaconhillroll-
call.com

Carbon monoxide. It's colorless. Odorless. And deadly. It

affects thousands of households each year. How? It forms
and accumulates when a heating system lacks proper
ventilation, chimneys are clogged with debris or when fuel-

burning appliances aren't properly installed or maintained.
That's why it's important to recognize symptoms of carbon
monoxide exposure.

Take action. Install one or more ANSI/UL-approved carbon
monoxide detectors in your home — preferably near bedrooms.
Be sure to have your chimney or heating flues checked

annually before each heating season. And pay close attention
if you've had major renovations recently.

If you suspect the presence of carbon monoxide, please go
outside and call 911 and 1-800-233-5325 immediately.

02009 National Grid

nationalgrid
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‘Time for A-B students to think about the next school year

' Boston families are invited to discover the
" aray of educational opportunities available
" in the Boston Public Schools, including

myemnngmwmdexpambdpngmms
dmgmdmnmdlemukofmard

Thesebcnm;xmfordw)ﬂlﬂ-mll
- sdmlyw'lsoﬂhaﬂy underway. There
. will be information sessions and School Pre-
"“view Time when families visit schools to
" Jeam more about educational options for

- J

", their children.

'A\nrd for Leadership
' Academy

-~ EdVestors, a nonprofit organi-
~wzation that seeks to drive change

-
.
1]

.1+ inurban schools through strategic

private investment, announced
the Boston Community Leader-
ship Academy as the recipient of
the 2009 Thomas W. Payzant
School on the Move Prize at the
worganization’s fourth annual
''School on the Move event. The

-..annual $100,000 citywide com-
«~petition highlights the challeng-

.ing and less publicized achieve-

+ ments of schools that are making
riprogress toward closing the

. achievement gaps for all stu-
- dents.
i - The Boston Community Lead-

-nership Academy was one of three
school finalists, along with the
Warren-Prescott K-8 School in

~*Charlestown and Young Achiev-

«*ers Science & Math Pilot K-8
.#School in Mattapan, that were

‘v recognized at the School on the

Move event for their improve-
ments and successes in student
achievement.

Mayor Thomas M. Menino,
Education Secretary Paul S. Re-
ville, Superintendent Carol R.
Johnson, and former Superinten-

-, dent Tom Payzant, after whom

L m

prize is named, congratulated

PR ﬂleschoolslastweek.

As part of the Prize, EdVestors

»,»will collaborate with the Rennie

- /Center for Education Rt_:seamh to

_..AgumadmZOOG TTwcaseswdy

e Pl.lb].ic
_.across the state.

will be shared with other Boston
Schools and schools

]' Molana Restaurant

Number 1 Persian Cuisine

'flmllus

ruary for all other grades.
clude:

“Boston Community Leader-
ship Academy represents a true
turnaround success for a school
that was on the verge of closure in
2001. Today it is a vibrant school
community producing tremen-
dous results for a diverse student
population — all kids, not just
some kids. BCLA demonstrates
what is possible when teachers,
administrators and school part-
ners agree to work in new ways —
experimenting with  different
models of governance, school or-
gamzanon.. and instructional
practice,” said Laura Perille, Ex-
ecutive Director,
EdVestors. “With inspired leader-
ship and faculty, BCLA has
achieved an impressive level of
success for their students. We
salute them with this Prize.”

“We are so very proud of all
three of these outstanding
schools,” said Johnson. “BCLA,
the Warren-Prescott and Young
Achievers are three great exam-
ples of schools that set high ex-
pectations for every student and
work tirelessly to give kids the
support and encouragement they
need to perform at the highest
levels. We extend special con-
gratulations to Boston Communi-
ty Leadership Academy for win-
ning the prize this year - a
remarkable tribute to the commit-
ment and creativity of its faculty,
students, partners and families.”

Boston Community Leader-
ship Academy (BCLA) is a 400-
student high school with a com-
mitment to preparing students to
be both college ready and com-
munity leaders. In 2002, BCLA
was the first school to convert
from a traditional high school to a
pilot school. A strong sense of
teacher ownership, a rnigorous

House

Kaliaa rhnevicta
Poitavaa

wl_[m /\| Deals.com

begins Jan. 4 for students entering kinder-
garten, grade six and grade nine, and in Feb-
School Choice activities and resources; in-
e School Preview Time runs Nov. 2
through Jan. 22. It is the time when all
Boston Public Schools host open houses,

prospective families. Offered at the elemen-
tary level since 2000, this opportunity be-

ICKED § =

Registration for school year 2010-2011 came dstict-wide in 2006, Visit
www.bostonpublicschools.org/node/163
for the scheclule of tours and open houses.

» Families can leam more about the
school selection process at informal Family
Information Sessions. These interactive
workshops will include information about
how the stucient assignment process works,
how to make informed school choices and
how to regisier a child for school.

* Families will receive a variety of publi-
cations to help them navigate the school

to welccme

cumniculum, low student to
teacher ratios, and extensive sup-
ports for students are key compo-
nents in « strategy designed to in-
crease e college-preparedness
and sucozss of the school's gradu-
ates.

EdVestors invited 10 schools to
apply for the School on the Move
Prize based on their demonstrated
improvement in MCAS scores
over a five-year period. A prize
selection, panel comprised of
business and community leaders
selected this year's recipient
based or: a rigorous quantitative
and qual tative review.

Open house at St.
Columbkille
Partnership School

St. Columbkille Partnership
School’s Open House will take
place from noon-3 p.m. on Sun-
day, Nov. 1. Guests may tour the
school and meet the teachers, stu-
dents and| parents who are part of
this Catholic Educational Part

The school is a collaboration
relationship between the St
Columbkille Parish, the Archdio-
cese of Boston and Boston Col-
lege. The: Partnership School of-
fers students the latest curriculum
materials and technology to pro-
vide a challenging and sound ele-

mentary 2ducation for students in &7

grades pre-K-8.
For more information call the
school office at 617-254-3110.

Parent. University

begins Oct. 31
Registation has begun for the

Boston Public School's Parent

' rrctgnrenr o her

:COTTAGE

PGkn: Trattoria Sablone .
“L"""' {J_ |

Dr‘i\flf“"‘

rapran Mesersssaweas O ewt

Web site,

ores

University, a new leaming expe-
rience specifically designed to
help parents increase their under-
standing of how children leam
and develop; what their children
should be leaming; how to help
their children get what they need
to succeed; and how to bring
other parents together to work for
school improvement.

The opening session will be
held on Saturday, Oct. 31, at
UMass Boston, and there is no
cost for parents of BPS students
to participate. The program,
which features more than 30
classes (including 10 in Spanish),
will focus on four content areas:

» Parents as teachers — provides
a clearer understanding of how
children grow and leamn and the
teaching and leaming approaches
in BPS

¢ Parents as advocates — pro-
vides the knowledge and skills
parents need to advocate for their
child, understand the standards
and expectations for learning and

_ support learning at home

e Parents as leaders — provides
the opportunity for parents to de-
velop the skills necessary to as-
sume leadership roles in their
schools and community

« Parents as learners — provides

the opportunity for parents to
build upon their own skills for
personal and  professional
wih.
Developed by the BPS Office
of Family & Student Engage-
ment and funded with support
from private donors and the
American Recovery & Reinvest-
ment Act, Parent University will
feature three full-day Saturday
learning sessions (October, Janu-
ary and May), with additional
sessions to be offered throughout
the year at schools, libraries and
community centers. As parents
complete classes, they can eamn
Parent University Points (PUPs),
and in June the district will hold a
graduation event for parents who
have earned 10 PUPs,

For more information, or to
register, visit www.bostonpublic-
schools.org/parentuniversity  or
call the Office of Family & Stu-
dent Engagement at 617-635-
1683.

Fundraiser for the
Winship School

on Nov. 7

Join the Winship School com-
munity for an evening of food,
fun and fundraising for its silent
auction and raffle from 6 to 9
p.m. on Nov. 7 at Big City, 138
Brighton Ave., Allston.

Many local merchants have do-
nated goods and services to the
silent auction. The grand prize for
the raffle is a Wii System and Wii
Fit

Purchase tickets in advance at
the Winship School or at the door
on Nov 7.

For raffle tickets, and to donate
to the silent auction, contact Max-
ina Rosa or Jennifer Hayes at
617-635-8399.

BU dance group
presents ‘Origins
2009’

Boston University’s Dance
Theatre Group presents “Origins
2009,” a fall dance concert with

choice process, including “Introducing the
Boston Public Schools,” that provides an
overview of each school, and “Ready, Set,
Go!"”" — a step-by-step checklist to register
for school. These publications will be avail-
able online, as well as in schools, Family Re-
source Centers, Boston public libraries and
community centers, among other locations.

Families registering for kindergarten
can also take advantage of the newly re-
designed Countdown to Kindergarten

time.

level.

performances at 8 p.m. on Friday,
Nov. 20, and at 4 and 8 p.m. on
Saturday, Nov. 21, at Boston Uni-
versity Dance Theater, 915 Com-
monwealth Ave.

This production showcases a
wide variety of original works by,
student, alumni and faculty
choreographers, and will take
place in Boston University’s
Dance Theatre.

“Origins 2009" will include
group dances choreographed by
faculty members Margot Par-
sons, Micki Taylor-Pinney and
Michael Jahoda. The student
pieces will consist of large group
ensembles as well as smaller
groups. Dances will range from
traditional to experimental, ab-
stract to thematic, and light-heart-
ed to contemplative.

Admission is $12 for the gener-
al public and $8 for all students
and members of the Boston Uni-
versity community. DTG will do-
nate $1 from each ticket sold to
benefit REACH, BU’s Summer
Dance Outreach Program.

Open house at Brimmer

and May

The Brimmer and May School,
a pre-kindergarten through grade
12, coeducational independent
day school located in Chestnut
Hill that serves a student body
from more than 50 communities
in Greater Boston and several for-
eign countries, invites people to
attend its Middle and Upper
School Open House (grades 6-
12) from 1 to 4 p.m. on Sunday,
Nov. 1.

The schedule includes wel-
coming remarks and classroom
visits. Visitors will have the op-
portunity to meet administrators,
teachers, current parents, and stu-
dents.

The Open House program will
take place in the Chase Building,
60 Middlesex Road, Chestnut
Hill. For further information and
directions, see
brimmerandmay.org or contact
the Brimmer and May Admis-
sions Office at 617-738-8695.

Nominations open for
Comcast scholarships

Comcast announced that it is
accepting nominations from high
school principals and guidance
counselors for the 2010 Comcast
Leaders and Achievers Scholar-
ship Program that annually
awards $1,000 scholarships to
students to help support their
pursuit of higher education.

The program recognizes stu-
dents who have demonstrated
leadership ~ skills, academic
achievement and a commitment
to community service. Comcast
has distributed nomination pack-
ages to high schools in the com-
munities it serves and established
Dec. 11 as the deadline to receive
nominations. One student per
high school can be nominated,

A commitment to community
service is an essential component
in the selection of winners of the
scholarships. Previous winners
have participated in a wide vari-
ety of community service activi-
ties, such as mentoring and tutor-
ing younger students,
volunteering at local hospitals
and participating in blood, food
and clothing drives. Community

garten.org, that has additional resources
for students starting school for the first

* The registration section of the BPS
web site includes “What are My
Schools?” — a tool that lets families find
out which schools their children are eligi-
ble to attend based on address and grade

For more information about school
choice, www.bostonpublicschools/regis-

organizations throughout Massa-
chusets, including Boys & Girls
Clubs, YMCAs, The Salvation
Army, Habitat for Humanity,
Special  Olympics, Project
Bread’s Walk for Hunger and
Rosie’s Place, have benefited
from the service and leadership
of previous recipients.

The deadline for nominations
is Dec. 11 and winners will be
notified by the end of January.

For additional information,
visit www.comcast.com/scholar-
ships.

Broadway star

Betty Buckley in
concert at BU

The Howard Gotlieb Archival
Research Center at Boston Uni-
versity will host an evening with
Tony award-winning actress and
singer Betty Buckley. The event
is open to the public and takes
place Thursday, Nov. 19, 5:30
pm., at Metcalf Hall, second
floor of the George Sherman
Union, 775 Commonwealth
Ave., Boston.

Buckley made her Broadway
debut in 1969 and has been re-
ferred to as the “Voice of Broad-
way” ever since. Her career,
marked by her rendition of
“Memory” in Andrew Lloyd
Webber's “Cats,” established her
as one of the most distinguished
theatrical legends of the time,
The event will include the open-
ing of Buckley's exhibition, a
lecture and a reception.

Admission is free to Friends of
the Library members and BU
students, $25 per person for the
public. For more information,
call 617-353-3696 or e-mail
archives@bu.edu.

Programs at APAC

The Allston & Brighton APAC
assists Allston and Brighton
families and individuals by im-
plementing a philosophy of self-
help through a process that pro-
vides innovative, practical and
timely programs and services
that emphasizes education and
developing  problem-solving
skills

Services include full day/full
year childcare centers, an after-
school program, Head Start pro-
gram, food pantry and medical
debt counseling.

Created in 1968, APAC has
offices at 143 Harvard Ave., All-
ston. It is open from 9 a.m. to 4
p-m. Mondays to Fridays.

For more information call
617-783-1485 or visit www.all-
stonbrightonapac.org

A-B students can get
tutoring help from BC

The Boston College Neigh-
borhood Center has a one-on-
one tutoring program for the res-
idents of Allston-Brighton. The
program is free.

A Boston College student is
matched with an elementary or
high school-aged child in what-
ever subject they need help.

The tutoring is held on the
Boston College campus once a
week for an hour to an hour and
a half. There is no set schedule
— fimes are set up to match
what is best for the people in-
volved.

ALLSTON-BRIGHTON ACHIEVERS

Five Brighton students
on Babson dean’s list

Babson College announces
that five Brighton students were
named to its dean's list for the
spring semester. The list includes
Jessica Chan, Farah Read,
Amanda Johnson, Lindsay
Wester and Dandan Zhu.

Montero earns
President’s List
certificate

Margarita Montero
eamed a Roxbury Community
College President’s List Certifi-
cate during the fall 2008 semester
in recognition of outstanding

achievement. Students with a
GPA of 3.76 or higher are eligible
for the award.

Dean José A. Alicea, Ed.D.
said, “Ms. Montero has worked
extremely hard to succeed in our
most rigorous classes; and there-
fore her achievements are laud-
able.”

Got a story tip?
Call us at 781-433-8365
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Two more
endorsements for

~ Menino

Mayor Thomas M. Menino

. has received endorsements from

two leading advocacy organiza-
; tions that together represent tens
of thousands of Latinos and the
- “New Bostonian” immigrant
community. ; Ofste?, the first and
¢ only statewide Latino political
advocacy organization in Massa-
chusetts, officially endorsed
Menino for reelection.

The Coalition of New Ameri-
can Voters (CNAV), an umbrella
organization representing thou-
sands of voters in Boston that
aims to maximize the political
power of all immigrant commu-
* nities, also endorsed the Mayor.

+ These latest endorsements add
- to the growing support that Meni-

" no has received from communi-

-~ ties of color, New Bostonians,
* and progressives throughout the

Locity.

In its endorsement, ;Oiste?
said, “We endorse Mayor Meni-
* no for his significant commit-
ment to neighborhood revitaliza-
tion and the development of
affordable housing. We also ac-
knowledge his effective response
to the federal lawsuit demanding
changes in the electoral proce-
dures in Boston.”

CNAV’s endorsement said
that, “The City of Boston is one

: of the only cities in the country

that has opened an office to
specifically deal with issues af-
fecting the city's growing immi-
grant communities. The Office of
New Bostonians was created
under the leadership of Mayor
Menino, a champion of immi-

. LETTERS, from page 10

of Boston. Leamm more about
John at www.connollyforcoun-
cil.com.

Tito Jackson is deeply commit-
ted to civic engagement and
bringing new voices into Boston
city government. With a back-
ground in economic develop-
ment, Tito will bring real oppor-
to Boston’s
neighborhoods. Leam more
about Tito at titojacksonfor-
boston.com.

Ayanna Pressley is a breath of
fresh air for Boston politics. With
a compelling personal story and
real experience in politics and
government Ayanna will be the

grants and refugees who live in
Boston.”

“Diversity is one of the greatest
strengths of Boston, and we've
worked tirelessly to make our city
more inviting and inclusive of all
communities,” Menino said. “We
couldn’t do it without the dedicat-
ed efforts of organizations such as
these, and I could not be more
proud to have the support of these
groups as we continue to improve
our city for all its people. I'm
honored to have them share in our
vision for building a better
Boston, and I look forward to
continuing our partnership and
our advocacy for years to come.”

A-B Democrats

endorse Connolly

Boston Clty Councilor At-
Large John R. Connolly an-
nounced this moming that
Boston's Ward 21 Democratic
Committee has endorsed him.
Connolly has also received the
endorsement of the Ward 22 De-

“I am honored to have eamed
the endorsement of both the Ward
21 and Ward 22 Democratic
Committees, as well as the sup-
port of Rep. Kevin Honan and
Councilor Mark Ciommo,” said
Connolly. “I have worked hard to
represent the best interests of All-
ston-Brighton and will continue
todo so.”

“‘My law partners Cathi
Campbell and Tim Schofield
live in the neighborhood (in fact,
we have an office in Brighton
Center) and they help me to stay
informed about the issues facing
Allston-Brighton and to be re-
sponsive to the needs of the com-
munity,” said Connolly.

first woman of color to serve on
the Boston City Council. Lean
more about Ayanna at ayanna-
pressley.com.

With such a deep field of tal-
ented candidates, it is difficult to
pick just four, however [ wish to
say a word about Tomas Gonza-
lez and Andrew Kenneally. As
intelligent young challengers, I
hope this is not the last time we
hear from Tomas and Andrew
and believe they will be in-
volved in the affairs of this city
for a long time to come.

You can make the difference
this year. No matter who your
candidate for Mayor and City
Council are, I urge you to get in-

In addition to the Dernocratic
Committees for Wards 21 and 22,
Connolly has also been endorsed
by the Ward 1, Ward 4, Ward 5,
Ward 9, Ward 11, Ward 13, Ward
16, and Ward 19 Dernocratic
Commitiee.

Endorsements
for Arroyo

Momentum for the Felix G.
Arroyo for Boston City Council
At-Large campaign continues to
grow after a resounding prelimi-
nary election where he finished in
a strong third place finisk. He re-
ceived close to 26,000 votes, al-
most 9.000 votes ahead of the
fourth place finisher.

Armmoyo leads the field in labor
endorsements and endorsements
from elected and former elected
officials. He also leads «ll chal-
lenger candidates in both funds
raised and cash on hand.

Arroyo has eamed the support
of over 20 Boston-area elected
officials and another 10 former
Boston elected officials, includ-
ing Suffolk County Sheiff An-
dm(hbli.Bosthtrmem

Dorcena Forry, Byron Fushing
and Liz Malia. Former Mayor
Ray Flynn and former State
Representative Mel King have
also endorsed Arroyo.

Senator Steven Tolmin said,
“The city of Boston neeils more
people like Felix G. Arroyo - a
lifelong Bostonian who has dedi-
cated his life, both profassional
and personal, to helping make

sure al! Bostonians can live and
prosper in our great city. I ask that
you cast one of your four votes
for Felix G. Arroyo for Boston
City Council At Large on Nov.
3"

Arroyo has also eamed the sup-
port over 35 unions including the
Boston Building Trades, SEIU
State Council and the Greater
Boston Labor Council.

Executive Secretary Treasurer
of the Greater Boston Labor
Counci| Rich Rogers said, “Felix
Arroyo will be an outstanding ad-
vocate for Boston's working fam-
ilies when elected to the city
council in November.”

Aroyo'’s campaign continues
to build upon the strong third
place finish in the preliminary
election. His message of “collab-
orative politics”- bringing people
together so that everyone’s voice
is heantl, is resonating throughout
the city

Award for Menino

Mayor Thomas M. Menino
has becn selected to receive the
2009 Tip O’ Neill Award in recog-
nition of his significant and long-
standing contributions to public
education. The Board of Direc-
tors of The Massachusetts Asso-
ciation of School Committees se-
lected Menino for the award and
will present it to him at their an-
nual conference next month.

“It’s wruly an honor to be select-
ed as this year's Tip O'Neill
Award recipient,” said Menino.
*“Tip O'Neill taught us all never
to forget our mission and that all
politics is local. And for me, edu-
cation 1s the most important part
of maintaining that mission. With
the help of Superintendent Carol

LETTERS

volved and get talking to your
neighbors. This is your city and
your city government. Con't let

anyone discourage you from

voting.
Sam Yoon
Boston
Tolman endorses
Arroyo

To the editor:

I am writing to ask that you
support Felix G. Amoya for an
At-Large seat on the Boston
City Council by casting one of
your four votes for F:lix on

Nov. 3.
Felix is a lifelong Boston resi-

dent and a dedicated and pas-
sionate civic leader in the city.
As a young boy he attended and
graduated from the Boston Pub-
lic Schools, and later the Uni-
versity of  Massachusetts
Boston.

Felix was lucky to be men-
tored and coached by some of
Boston's great leaders. The im-
portani lessons which these in-
fluential figures taught Felix in-
fluenced and inspired him to
mentor young people, and work
tirelessly to improve the lives of
Boston’s citizens after he gradu-
ated.

One example of Felix's com-
mitment to the young people of

Johnson, we've been able to as-
sure that our students receive a
high-quality education and con-
tinue leaming into college.”

“Mayor Menino's commit-
ment to the children of Boston is
centered in his core belief that all
children deserve a quality educa-
tion,” said Reverend Gregory G.
Groover, Sr., Chairperson of the
Boston School Committee. “The
Mayor knows that good schools
are vital to a thriving community.
More than anything, he knows
that educating our students is a
critical mission that must draw on
the resources of community part-
ners and families. Mayor Meni-
no's dedication to education is
transforming the lives of
Boston's children every single
day.!-

Want to serve on the
School Committee?

are being accepted for two posi-
tions on the Boston School Com-
mittee, the govermning body of
Boston Public Schools.

Boston School Committee
members are appointed to serve
four-year staggered terms. When
vacancies exist, the mayor selects
members from a list of candidates
recommended by a 13-member
Citizens Nominating Panel com-
posed of parents, teachers, princi-
pals, and representatives of the
business and higher education
communities.

Under the legislation that es-
tablished the appointed School
Committee, “the mayor shall
strive to appoint individuals who
reflect the racial, ethnic and so-
cioeconomic diversity of the

Boston is his service as a base-
ball coach for a team of young
adults. He has coached the team
for the past five seasons, includ-
ing all throughout his campaign
for City Council.

Felix's family was also instru-
mental in shaping his commit-
ment to public service and civic
improvement. At an early age
Felix was taught the importance
of helping others and fighting to
improve the lives of those in his
community.

Felix has been working pro-
fessionally in public service and
community organizing for over
nine years, fighting to make sure
all Bostonians have an equal op-

city.”

expire on Jan. 4. Dajer was ap-
pointed to the Boston School
Committee in 2005, having pre-
viously served as the co-chair-
man of the Student Assignment
Task Force.

Anyone interested in applying
must submit an application by 1
p.m. on Nov. 12. Applications are
available at
www.cityofboston.gov or  at
www.bostonpublicschools.org.
All applicants must be residents
of Boston.

The Boston School Committee
is responsible for defining the vi-
sion, mission and goals of BPS;
establishing and monitoring the

, annual operating budget; hiring,

managing and evaluating the su-
perintendent; and setting and re-
viewing district policies and prac-
tices to support student
achievement.

Ciommo announces
office hours

District 9 Boston City Coun-
cilor Mark Ciommo of a mem-
ber of his staff will hold office
hours the first Monday of every
month from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the
Honan Library, 300 North Har-
vard St., Allston and the third Fri-
day of every month, 10-11 a.m. at
the Veronica Smith Senior Cen-
ter. For matters that require a
more timely , call Ciom-
mo’s office at 617-635-3113.

(Note: Items appearing in Po-
litical Notebook are submitted by
TAB reserves the right to edit all
items.)

portunity to succeed.

In addition, he is an active
member of the Jamaica Plain
neighborhood where he lives
with his wife, Jasmine.

The city of Boston needs
more people like Felix G. Ar-
royo - a lifelong Bostonian who
has dedicated his life, both pro-
fessional and personal, to help-
ing make sure all Bostonians
can live and prosper in our great
city.

I ask that you cast one of your
four votes for Felix G. Amroyo
for Boston City Council At

Large on Nov. 3.
Sen. Steven A. Tolman

Aliston-Brighton

Reflections heading into the homestretch of this election

TRACHTENBERG, from page 11
very knowledgeable and full of
ideas, and are worth the consider-
ation of any voter who believes
that the Boston City Council can
make a difference in improving
the city’s economy.

Jackson was endorsed by the
Ward 21 Democratic Committee.

» District 9 City Council -
Allston-Brighton

There seem to have been two
major reasons why incumbent
District 9 City Councilor Mark
Ciommo received more than 59
percent of the vote in the Prelimi-
nary Election.

First of all, most voters seem to
have come to regard Boston Col-
lege’s expansion plan - the issue
that most motivated his three op-
ponents to jump into the race, as
just another issue and not quite
the apocalypse. The voters who
weren't totally focused on the
Boston College expansion issue
were likely to have given Ciom-
mo credit for at least some of
what he claims to have accom-
plished, whether it's very good
constituent service, “fight the
blight,” or budget damage con-
trol.

Secondly, a District City Coun-
cil election tends to be very much

a neighborhood old-timer’s
game. A lot of people tencl to vote
for someone who was bom and
raised in the neighborhood on the
basis of having “known (this per-
son) forever.” Ciommo had a
huge advantage over everyone
else in the field that way.

So the remaining challenger,
Alex Selvig, whose campaign is
certainly well-funded ard well-
organized, has to “swing for the
fences” to have any hope of win-
ning — and at least two of his
swings have felt a bit like swings
at the crotch instead.

First of all, in the final debate in
September, right in his opening

If I were running for mayor...

THINKING, from page 10

serve the needs of the folks they
represent in government.
" The first areas of government
that must be addressed quickly
" are creating safe neighborhoods
_ for all. A real community policing
policy entails bringing the com-
munity and local police together
to work on issues of concerned to
neighborhood people. Communi-
ty folks must become the eyes
and ears of the community. The
police aren’t the enemy; the
enemy is apathy.
" Another area of concem is pub-
lic education. We need good
" schools in every neighborhood.
* We need children going to
schools closer to home. We need
parents working with the schools

© in a partnership that focuses on
the needs of children. Education

is their future passport to life.
Boston still has too many poor
performing public schools and
too many dropouts who just give
up on learning. A good public
school education isn’t a guarantee
for success but the opportunity to
succeed. We have to build a
learning mentality inside our chil-
dren and that starts at home not in
school.

Bottom line: The role of an ef-
fective leader is to lead by listen-
ing. He or she must become the
voices of the people they serve.
A politician is just a politician
but a leader is someone who ac-
tually cares about doing the right
thing for the people of the city of
Boston who struggle every day
with communal issues that have
an adverse affect on their lives.
We all need to know we are not

alone in the struggle of u city to
survive and because all
of us will sink or swim Jepend-
ing how we work together for
all.

There is no liberal or conserv-
ative way to lead, then: is the
right way to lead. When kids
stay in school and leam, when
parents know where their kids
are and when we work together
as a neighborhood, issues of
crime and public safety get im-
proved. When things become
safer, people will stay here and
raise families and more housing
for them will be generated.

We start somewhere and move
up from there. It will take politi-
cians setting aside their ¢gos and
working together quietly to
make Boston a better place for
all.

Find interesting things to do
in the A-B community

staternent, he revived the ground-
less allegation that Ciommo was
mvolved in some kind of conflict
of interest because his son got a
scholarship to Boston College.
I've written it before, but I'll
write it again —Ciommo could not
have known for certain that his
son was going to attend Boston
College before Dec. 15, 2008, by
which time it would have been far
too late to withdraw himself from
dealing from with Boston Col-
lege’s expansion efforts.

By raising this issue, Selvig
gets people annoyed with him on
two fronts: 1) attacking an
nent through his family and 2) so-

Got a
story tip!

Call us at
781-433-8365

T.H. MCVEY
MONUMENTS
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cial class — a businessman who
can afford to send one mailing
per week is criticizing a hard-
working public servant from a
modest working-class upbringing
in the nei whose son
worked hard to eamn a scholarship
for which the son qualified on
both academic and economic

Most recently, Selvig’s cam-
paign started distributing a cam-
paign flyer with an anti-Russian-
immigrant cover sheet. It seems
that some leaders of the Russian
immigrant community endorsed
some candidates and circulated
their endorsements in print. They

have every right to do this, just as
the Ward 21 Democratic Com-
mittee does. But Selvig alleges,
“the Mayor’s political machine
controls a large community of
Russian voters.”

This is at least borderline big-
otry, and unworthy of anybody
who seeks to represent a neigh-
borhood which prides itself on
how well its various racial, eth-
nic, and religious groups get
along.

It’s really too bad - Selvig used
to be such a great protest candi-
date

Rx;,member to get out and vote
on Nov. 3.

Send us your school

How to Submit an Obituary
to the Weekly Newspapers

To contact our obituary department, please e-mail
obits@cnc.com

call 781-433-6905
Fax 781-433-6965

Obituaries for the weekly newspapers are taken at
the Needham office Monday through Friday.

Deadline(s):
Friday, Monday or Tuesday of that week.
PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS
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Datebook Guidelines:
o Datebook ads are limited
to evert listings.
* Weekly Regional Papers
MetroWest Daily News
To Place an Advertisement
Call Chris at 781-433-7943

Support the Girl Scouts of Eastern
Massachusetts by attending the Leading
Women Awards and Celebration break-
fast at the Seaport Hotel, Boston. For
tickets and more information:
Irlscoutseasternmass.org
or call 857-453-5304

NEWTON
SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

M. ORENT, MUSIC DIRECTOR

Halloween Swing Dance

Whal better way lo
love of music Ilun o

Friday, October 30th
8PM

The Mood Swings Orchestra, Boston's
All Women Swing Band will play for a
Halloween Swing Dance at Grace
Episcopal Church Hall, 76 Eldredge
Street, Newton Comner.

FREE lesson from Tpm
with Susan Huppe

Tickets for this fundraiser for the Newton

Symphony Orchestra $15 for adults, $12

for students and seniors, and are avail-

able at www.newtonsymphony.org, by

calling 617 965 2555 or at the door on
Friday, October 30th

Fancy Dress encouraged;
ch:'l for best coatli'n'od

- November 01 & 02 --

TEMPLE BETH AVODAH RUMMAGE SALE

“Greal stuff, I deals,
don't mhm onal”

45 PUDDINGSTONE LANE
NEWTON, MA 02459

Sundala November 1:
pm—-li 00pm

Monday, llonmber 2
9:30am-11:30pm

Admission: $1.00
Monday only: Fill a bag for §8

B is for Book!
PALS Book Club

November 3
1:30-2:20 p.
Solumnn Schecmar Elay School
of Greater Boston
60 Stein Circle
Newton, MA 02459

Preschoolers and parents are invited to
listen together to short, engaging chil-
dren's books, followed by an age-appro-
priate discussion about the stories.

Contact Smlnh Maroun
617-630-4625

stephanie. maroun@ssdsboston.org

Family/Children's

g

Event listings...

for Parens and K st be recved by
te st hursday of each nonth

Pease mail to:

Parents and Kids,

854 Second Ave., Needham, MA 09494;
o, e-mal to: parentsandidds@cnc.com

Lisiings are published
on & space-avallable bass. Preference s
given 1o free events.

I parentsandk

LEARMING

VALUES
for Life

Walk-In Wednesday

November 4
9:00-10:00 a.m.
Solomon Schechter Day School
of Greater Boston
60 Stein Circle

Newton, MA 01810

Drop In and see us on any 1st or 3rd
Wednesday of the month and experlence
Schechter from the perspective of a cur-
rent parent. No RSVP necessary
Contact: Carol Rumpler
617-964-7765
carol.rumpler@ssdsboston.org

............

LEARNING (|

VALLES
for Life

Informational Open House
November 6

9:30 a.m.
Solomon Schechter Day School
of Greater Boston
B0 Stein Circle
Newton, MA 01810

Families will be able to tour the Lower
School, visit classrooms, see art facili-
ties, learn about the dual curriculum in
both secular and Judaic studies, find out
about financial aid programs, and meet
members of the school community.

Contact: Carol Rumpler
617-964-7765 x4
carol.rumpler@ssdshoston.org

.---November 06 - 07- -

Rabbi Shiomo Carlebach
15th Yahrzeit Celebration

Nov. 6-7
at the Sephardic Congregation
of Greater Boston,
74 Corey Road, Brighton

A Shabbos of Singing, Dancing,
Torah and Joy!

Personal Remembrances
Story and Song

Saturday al 7:30 PM
at B.U. Hillel, 213 Baystate Rd., Boston

Information or RSVP to
AVIVAGLENN@comcast.net

or
781-784-6766

............

BOSTON AREA LUNG CANCER 5K WALK
Saturday, November 7, 2009

The fourth BOSTON AREA LUNG CANCER
5K WALK will be held at Castie Island, in
South Boston. On site registration begins
at 10:00 AM and the walk starts at 11:00
AM. Rain or Shine.

AII roceeds from the event benefit the

Gevity Foundation, the nation’s lead-
tng private supporter of lung cancer
research.

Pre- reg:stratlun is currently open at
www.lungevity.org/bostonwalk

For more information about the walk, visit
www_bostonlungcancerwalk.com

oooooo

SAM GLASER: A Family Concert
Sndnlml
1:30pm
Doors open 1:00

Named one of the top ten Jewish ariisls
in the US by Mo magazine!

“Some consider Sam Glaser to be the
hardest working man In Jewish music
today.” (Jewish Music Group Onling)

Temple Reyim
10&%5{.
Newton

Easy access 'o Woodland T/Green Line D

Tickets $18/814 Seniors
Sponsorships available

Call Temple Reyim for lickets
l17-w2‘1l

ALL YOU CAN EAT
PANCAKE BREAKFAST
SUN, NOV 8, 2009
6:30 AM TO 11:30 AM
THE Mmﬂl'ml COMPAITY

Musbal Qutrsach fo Boston Arei
Prisons & Sheiters:

Boston Rascue Mission.
Caspar Emargancy Sheiter
Bn Island Sheter,
MCI - Framrnmn Pine Street lnin,
Rosie's Place, Shattuck Sheite
& Vietram Veterans Workshog

WHERE: SANDWICH WORKS,
827 Beacon Strest §1., Newton Uir

.....

OAK SOUARE RE.IIIOII PARTY
THE BRIGHTON ELKS LODGE
326 Streel

Parking Ia Rear O Winship Straet
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2019
TICKETS: $15
Inchuges Dinner at 7:30pm
& DJ at 8:00pm
May be Purchased at the Door

Need Head Count Call Jay Shijpie
m-szs- T

Email: lﬂiubﬂm com
If you grew up in Oak Square umm
60's/70's/80's we want you thers! 3
see old friends and reminisce about the
old days in the Square.

SPREAD THE WORD!

NewTV Presents Iis
2ND ANNUAL LIVE AUCTION
NOVEMBER 16th, 17th, 18tk

6PM - 10PM

WATCH ON NEWTV

Comcast Channel 10
RCN Channel 15
Verizon Channel 34

Into or To Donate An ltem
617-965-7200 1117

or
AUCTION@NEWTV.0RG
Sponsored by Rocktand Trus!

............

Crafters Neaded
Woman's Club of Newton Highlands
Saturday, November 21, 2009
Sam-3pm

The Woman's Club of Newton Highlands
in collaboration with the Hyde
Community Center sponsars the Seventh
Annual Holiday Craft Fair al Hyde
Community Center, 80 Lincoin Street
Newton Highlands

Club proceeds provide high schoul schol-
arships and other programs.

Cost per table is $35.00
For rental ication for a
30" 1 6 table,
please call llu 8l 617-527-1400

Gloria at m-m-m
emall to www.glothompson@ve: izon. net

T"l'_
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Story wants 16- and 17-
year-olds to register to vote

Ey Kyle Cheney
STATE HOUSE NEWS SERVICE

Although they'd still be pro-
hibited from casting a ballot until
they tum 18, 16- and 17-year-
olds would be able to register to
vote under a proposal that a lieu-
tenant to House Speaker Robert
Deleo described last as her top
priority of the next six weeks.

Rep. Ellen Story, D-Amherst, a
House division leader, said en-
abling younger people to register
would free them of having to reg-
ister once they become eligible to
vole, encourage civic engage-
ment, and ease pressure on city
and town clerks.

“We are looking for good bills
to pass that don't cost anything
because we don't have any
money,” Story said at a press con-
ference prior to a hearing of the
Committee on Election Laws. “If
you start voting at an early age,
you keep voting. If you don’t start
voting, you realize that you don’t
have to vote and you may not ac-
quire the habit.”

Story told the News Service
that the speaker has asked his
leadership team to submit a
ranked list of their top priorities
by Friday, with an emphasis on
bills without a price tag. “Prereg-
istration” for 16- and 17-year-
olds “is number one on my list,”
she said.

Asked about the prospect of
16-year-olds declaring political
party affiliation, Story said that
many likely “already identify as a
Democrat of Republican” or
could opt to register as an unaffil-
iated voler.

According to Common Cause,
fewer than half of 18-year-olds in
the United States are registered to
vote and preregistration systems
have been implemented in Con-
necticut. Hawaii, lowa, Maine,
Minnesota, Missouri, Oregon,
Texas. Wisconsin and Florida.

Story's proposal was also in-
cluded 1n a package of election
reform legislation that voter ad-
vocates, including MassVote,
said would modemize election
systems and protect the validity
of election results. That package
has been dubbed by backers as
“The Massachusetts Freedom to
Vote Act” and ties together eight
bills into one omnibus package
(H651/S 348).

Proposals include enabling po-
tential voters to register to vote on
the day of an election, allowing
voters to cast early ballots up to a
week before Election Day; allow-
ing military or overseas voters to

receive absentee ballots by e-
mail; auditing a sample of
precinct results to ensure no sys-
temic irregularities; requiring
closed captioning of campaign
commercials paid for by the cam-
paigns; and allowing absentee
voting for any reason.

Avi Green, executive director
of MassVote, said he didn't ex-
pect lawmakers to adopt all of the
proposals at once, but he urged
them to examine them individu-
ally and choose which were most
appropriate to pass this session.

Same-day voter registration
cleared the Senate just before the
end of formal sessions in 2008,
but never emerged for a House
vote. Opponents worried that
same-day registration increases
the opportunity for fraud and
would burden already-taxed city
and town clerks who must man-
age the new registrations and
would likely require additional
employees.

Rep. Jay Kaufman, D-Lexing-
ton, a supporter of the legislation,
said concerns about voters fraud-
ulently registering and voting in
multiple precincts are outdated.

“In this day of laptop comput-
ers ... we can immediately haul
out anyone who abuses this sys-
tem,” he said.

Kaufman, sponsor of the pro-
posal to audit election results and
set in motion a recount process if
irregularities are discovered, said,
“You cannot have a democracy
absent the sanctity of the ballot
box.”

Pam Wilmot, executive direc-
tor of Common Cause Massachu-
setts, said the eight states with
same-day registration — Maine,
New Hampshire, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Idaho, Wyoming,
Montana and lowa — have ex-
hibited significantly higher voter
tumouts.

At the Election Laws hearing,
municipal clerks from Sherbomn
and North Andover urged law-
makers to form a task force to ad-
vise them on changes to election
laws, arguing that the people
charged with implementing the
laws should have a more promi-
nent role in shaping legislation.

“We would suggest that any is-
sues that touch on voting laws,
voting rights, voting legislation,
be passed through such a task
force," said Carol Marple, Sher-
bormn Town Clerk.

Marple and North Andover
Town Clerk Joyce Bradshaw
spoke on behalf of a bill that
would establish such a task force

to explore same-day registration

The advisory committee would
include lawmakers of both par-
ties, town clerks, city clerks, dis-
ability advocates, the Massachu-
setts Municipal Association, the
League of Women Voters, the
NAACP. Common Cause and
MassVote.

Committee members lobbed a
series of questions at Wilmot over
a proposal to implement so-called
instant runoff voting, a system
that would enable voters to rank
their, choices for a particular of-
fice. Under the system, if no can-
didate receives a majority of
number-one rankings, the lowest-
scoring candidate is removed
from the count and the votes are
automatically re-tallied. Anyone
voters who selected the removed
candidate as their first choice
would then have their second
choice counted. The process
would continue until one candi-
date receives a majority of the
vote.

Wilmot said such a system
would ensure a “majoritarian”
form of government and elimi-
nate the risk that the winner of a
multicandidate race could take
office without a mandate from
the majority of voters. Such a
system, she said, would lead to
more congenial elections be-
cause candidates would be com-
peting for second-place votes, as
well as first place votes.

Rep. Michael Moran, D-
Brighton, chairman of the com-
mittee, wondered whether the
system would prompt candidates
to form pacts to encourage their
supporters to rank each other first
and second, marginalizing other
candidates in the race. Rep. Paul
Frost, R-Auburn, said he worried
that the system could be confus-
ing to voters who are used to the
existing system.

Committee members also
heard from Rep. William Straus,
D-Mattapoisett, who advocated
for a bill to establish special elec-
tions to fill county-level vacan-
cies in order to “take the gover-
nor effectively out of picking the
pe:sonwhosgomgtogoonand
win the election.”” They also
heard from Rep. Robert Koczera,
who urged members to approve
his proposal to enable the gover-
nor and lieutenant governor to
run for office on the same ticket.

“] think it’s important that the
administration be a team,” he
said.

Free GED & college prep
training for vets

The Veterans’ Upward Bound

University of Massachusetts-Boston provides free
evening college preparatory services to men and
women of all ages who served in the United States
Armed Forces. Students receive academic instruc-
tion in English, mathematics, science, social sci-

ence, computer science and study

gram offers GED instruction for those seeking high

school equivalency.

Academic advising and tutorial assistance is

available along with textbooks and

The program also provides a modest stipend to help

program at the

skills. The pro- tember, January

long.

defray the cost of transportation expenses. Students
have access to university facilities and exposure to
scientific and cultural events.

Veterans’ Upward Bound is now accepting appli-
cations. With rolling admission, the program offers
three cycles per year from which to choose: Sep-

or May. Each cycle is 14 weeks

Eligible veterans must have served 180 days of

school supplies.

[ ——

active duty, excluding training purposes, with other
than dishonorable character of service.
For further information, call 617-287-5870.

|DONATE
BOOKS

5 OR 100 BOXES, NO DONA'
3.416.8876 wh
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