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REMEMBERING OLD ALLSTON-BRIGHTON

Looking back on 50 years of Allston’s Model Hard

Linda Mishkin recently inter-

- viewed Robert Webber, owner of

'Model Hardware, 22 Harvard
Ave., Allston, and current presi-

. 'dent of the Allston Board of
. Trade. This is part two of that in-

terview,
e Linda Mishkin: You men-
tioned that the extension of the

,.«Mass. Pike had a large impact on

Allston by dividing it in half.

smaller units. So, a three-family
house became a five-family
house, A single-family hous:'be-
came a two- or three family
house.

The population here explcded.
There were no zoming laws to

prevent it. There were a lot of ab-*

sentee landlords. The student
population increased dramatical-
ly. This part of Allston became

" clearing the area for the Mass.

Pike extension, the government

" "took over an area that had a cou-
“ ple of hundred houses on it. That

" was very controversial. I remem-

ber that there were people who
were sitting on their front porches
while the bulldozers were poised
to knock down their houses.
Eventually, the houses came

" down.

o LM: What changes did you
‘see in Allston since the 1960s?

. What is your more of a
.. recollection of honky-tonk
- the building of - The population here - T
must  have  €Xploded. There were  creased. More
been a massive : pubs and
T ke T
* Ro 4 opened.

\?aeshb;ra::k 111: a lot of absentee poﬁlaug‘ﬁ

‘ tlhgeﬁm m:-;trl); landlords. The became 1111-

creasir

“was yomg ot Student population Shiiaby. il
| m time, bnt% increased ?tfhr;m had
lmd O - =

"'the  phrase dramatically. lation Dflﬁ-
“eminent do- = E——T———T——————————wssm  lies, but no
‘main.” In more.  The

good news was that there was
more disposable income. So,
some of the restaurants and clubs
in the ar:a were successful But,
of course some businesses did not
do well, and they closed. [ still
think that some folks open stores

hgrewitinn(hingpnperplan-

ning.

Tghey don’t study the cemo-
graphics or look at how many
square feet are already devoted to
restaurants, for example. You see a
lot of businesses come and go

* RW: One of the big changes within a year or so.
* came when property owners de-
cided to cut up their housing into  ® LM: Whai do you feel was the

Rl LT

Kids from the Oak Square YMCA viewed the Tall Ships last wee.
They salled on the Viking Starliner to check out the ships taking part
_n this year's Sall Boston event.

- . e eeE .

"WEEKLY SPECIALS
JULY 14™to JULY 19™
Spring Plant Sale

geraniums, hangers, bedding plants, azaleas, roses,
fresh cut flowers, bouquets, arrangements

Fresh Picked Corn Daily

Robert Webber Is owner of Model Hardware In Allston. The store has been family-owned for 50 years.

initial cause of the sudden cutting
up of howsing units and the popula-
tion growth?

 RW: [ think that it coincided
with the expansion of the universi-
ties back in the 1970s. There were
suddenly many more students than
could be accommodated in the
dorms at that time. So, they looked
for apartinents. I think it was good

for the local economy, in terms of

money coming in. But the neigh-
borhoods became saturated with
an itinerant population that was
not vested in community.

¢ LM: You are certainly a long-
standing member of this commu-
nity. As current president of the
Allston Board of Trade, you are
working to make a difference. Tell
us about some projects the Board
of Trade is working on.

o RW: Allston Village Main
Streets and the Allston Board of
Trade are really trying to improve
the image of Allston. We do still
have residents in this area who
have a real sense of permanence.
We want to build on that. We
want to reconnect with northern

Allston, which is predominately
residential with lots of families.
The Board of Trade is involved
with lots of service and charitable
organizations. We are highly in-
volved with the Allston-Brighton
Food Pantry. We just made an al-
liance with Granada House,
which is a rehabilitation facility
for people with addiction prob-
lems.

We are working with the Liter-
acy Program and Path to Citizen-
ship, run by Sister Pat Andrews at
the Convent of St. Joseph. We

ad of Boston Lead-
my at the Taft Mid-
So we do a lot of
to help the commu-
ing to get the com-

Inues now w:lh Har-
llston has become

of those dislocated
trying to get busi-

tunately,
home to so
rats. So, |

- |problem. Rather
ifg the finger. we need
Ieed strategy.

o LM: What are some positive
things you $ee in Allston’s future?

* RW: There is the possibility
of a comnjuter rail stop here in
Allston. That would really go a
long way [to reuniting the two
parts of Allston that were divided
by the Mass. Pike extension.
Having a [stop here would be
great for people who need to
commute fo work west of the
city. It wopld also bring people
into the city to live and work.
Genzyme,| Néew Balance and
WGBH all have employees who
would bepefit from the com-
muter rail §top here. There have
been several meetings on this
issue. [ hope that it will become a
reality in|the next couple of
years. Thal would go a long way
tfoward reyitalizing the business
district of Allston. I am very ex-
cited abouf this prospect.

Oak Square YMCA kads visit Sail Boston

A boatload of kids from
Brighton joined Save the Har-
bor/Save the Bay on a visit to
Boston Harbor during the re-
cent Tall Ships visit to Boston to
experience Sail Boston 2009
the Festival of Tall Ships.

The kids from the Oak Square
YMCA set sail from the Bank
of America Pavilion in South
Boston on a narrated harbor
tour aboard the Viking Starliner
to see Boston's historic harbor
and the more than 40 sailing
ships that participated in this

summer's dramatic event.

While on board, the young
people had a chance to learn
about the Boston Harbor
cleanup and about Boston's
maritime history from mantime
historian David Coffin, who led
the groups in a rendition of the
classic sea chantey “Haul Away
Joe!"

According to Save the Harbor
spokesman Bruce Berman,
nearly 1,000 young people from
Boston's neighborhoods, and
from Lynn, Revere, Quincy,

Worcester and Springfield, took
part in this year’s free Tall Ships
program.

“This is a great way for us to
share the benefits of our invest-
ment in Boston Harbor and our
waterfront with the nexi genera-
tion. It's an experience they will
remember‘for a very long time,”
said Berman.

Save the Harbor President Pa-
tricia A. Foley, who arranged
the trip, said, “Free, fun, first-
rate youth programs like this are
important to our young people,

fruits & vegetables...

fresh picked local

butter and sugar sweet COIN ... $5.98 doz
extra fancy fresh picked local

summer and zucchini squash..........o 98¢ Ib.
fresh picked local

green DeANs ......ccccvereerieriiciiciniannar s sene s $1.421b
premium quality California

peaches and nectarines...........c.cooe o 111190 $1.98 Ib.
extra fancy fresh

peppers and eggplant ... 98¢ Ib

premium quality bnported
red peppers, yellow peppers & orange peppers ..$1.98 Ib.

fresh picked local

green Cabbage ...t 49¢ Ib.
extra fancy fresh green

brocCOll CIOWTIS.........ccouniinisnerasissesstissssismmatassassssans 9¢¢ Ib.
fresh picked firm flavorful

hot house tomatoes and on the vine tomatoes ..$1.98 Ib.
premium quality fresh cut
red leaf, green leaf, boston and romaine lettuce..9%¢ ea.

fresh picked green crisp
SPINACH ....cviviuibicsciisiee s e ecabasa st b S1.49 1b.

from the bakery...

freshly prepared and baked products with all natural ingredieits
Key Lime COOKIES .......ocoreeeemsumirssasisssassnsianeas 8 for $4.98
Strawberry Rhubarb Pie ............coiinriinnns -59.98 each
Shortcake biscuits ..., § for $3.49
from the kitchen...

Steamed salmon with green parsley sauce: and two side
vegetables. .......cervviieiiiiiinisinenmneenesanes $6.98 a full serving

Cucumber pepper and dill salad............covinrieen... $5.98 Ib.
from the delicatessen...

Finnochiona Salami.........ccccvimiinau $6.98 Ib.
Caprese Sandwich... I — 1, T
Fontina d”aosta...one e Of the Dest ..sie.cssssctrers $10.98 Ib.

560 Pleasant Street, Watertown
617-923-1502

Store Hours: Open Daily 8 am.—7 p.m. * Sunday 8 am—6 pm.
Visit our website: WWW.TUSS0S.cO Mt

,~MEI.VIN PHARMACY~

39 Years in Business
Small Enough to Know You, Large Enough to Serve You

The area’s ONLY Multi-lingual Pharmacy:
Russian, Ukrainian, Portuguese, Mandarin,
Spanish, French, Albanian, Italian, Viethamese

We Have:

e Post Office Services
* Western Union

* Payments for Utility Bills
* Money Orders only 59¢
» FREE DELIVERY

ﬂ 1558 Comm. Ave., Brighton, MA 02135
617-566-2281
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& . Publisher . . .. Greg Reibman (781) 433-8345
forum for the eommumty le ............................. . grelbman@cng.com
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PO, Box 9113, Needham, MA 02492. You Russian section advertising . . Yurl Tabansky (617) 965-1673
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Allston-Brighton TAB Senior Editor Wayne Order photo reprints. ... ... .. (866) 746-8603
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Find interesting
things to do in the
A-B community

Whether you're looking for the

looking to fill a job Wicked Local Jobs
will get the job done.

Jobs

wickedlocaljobs.com

especially| in these tough times.
What a great way to spend a
summer day!"

After their| harbor tour, the
students gnjoyed a picnic lunch
at the wyter's edge and had a

\chance g board the Tall Ship
:Concordl a| sail-training ves-

sel berthdd at the World Trade
Center in[Boston's Seaport Dis-
trict.

This fr¢e summer youth pro-
gram wa§ led by the nonprofit
Save the [Harbor/Save the Bay,
and is made possible by the
generous| support of our youth

funders ipcluding the Hanover
Insuranc¢g Group Foundation
and the Massachusetts Founda-

tion for the Humanities.

For mpre information about
Save the| Harbor/Save the Bay
and the work they do to restore
and prot¢ct Boston Harbor and
share it [with the public, visit
their Wep site at www.savethe-
harbor.ofg.

For mpre information about
upcoming events and activities
on Bostgn Harbor and the re-
gion’s pyblic beaches, become a
fan of its Boston Harbor page
on Facebook.

|
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In¢ m:i:ntartlcleahwla
thxee mmvmugauonma
¢ the involvement of
gvel .' Boston Police in-
volvefl in steroids, there
was fn emor. The article
said ghat| Officer Richard
Meg '--' isited 24 Factory.
St i | i Hyde Park, an after
oury illegal party place.
But en#ma did not visit
thatl dtion.
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I For A Rainy Day! ' L e I-:lng problem,
\ II?SEL!‘I;E'I‘IT: for Summer.
-=-=--' We can fit any size:

| FREE ESTIMATES

*—-----—1

D BULKHEAD|

flat or sloped
foundations. -
e do full digouts!

i 81 -801-4900

L___;_____-_



Dad in critical condition after being hit by car in Brigh
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Driver Cathy Bergin-August has a long list of prior iﬁég’idghts

10)1

By Pat B. Tarantino leaving the scene of a pemsonal in-  issued by the Registry of Motor : : 3
" CORRESPONDENT jury and negligent operation cf @ Vehicles, revealed that Bergin-Au- “A motor vehicle in traffic witnessed the crackefl windshield ax:jlr ﬁpm;r:j
A man remains in critical condi- motor vehicle, acconding 0 Officer gust has been found responsible P . A Dunn‘ g a ol .mve
 tion on Thursday at Massachusetts Joel “Zanola, a Bostom police for five crashes since 2004- three mcu!ent a-lld followed the. suspect v?hlcle, ry of f »e!uc}e.boiﬁoerb fom?d a
 General Hospital with after being in Watertown, one in Brightonand  blowing his horn and pulling along side the t:ome_th :loa;e lpr&scnphon sedanm ves
- struck in a hit-and-run incident = “A motor vehicle in traffic wit- one in Boston- in addition to a dri- before velling to pull over, at which with 3 label wamning users to use
- early Wednesday in Brighton. nessed the incident anc. followed ving record spanning back to 1986 suspect y . g ll & : cautiop while operating machin-
- The victim was placing his 1- the suspect vehicle, blowing his <hat includes failure to register a point she did. eryF.,U_. A s
year-old childinacarseat atthe in- hom and pulling alony; side the vehicle, failure to drive safely and Yoel Zanola ave 1o m]easedbu |
tersection of Gordon and Cam- suspect before yelling tcpull over, failure to wear a seatbelt. year-ojd victim's name but con-
f s Whﬁn at whld'l v S]r lﬁ,“ 'sﬁld &3 T 'Au 'tﬂm@dfmm’ ' = __ 3 i e ﬁm;m!mlved Imss'lvehead
bridge Streets around 8 a.m. point rgin-Augus o ‘ :
the accident occurred. Zanola. raignment on Thursday a  while her criminal case is pending. nessed the event and an accident and underwent emergency
The driver, Cathy Bergin-Au-  Winesses detained Bergm Au- Brighton District Court where She was also ordered to surrender reconstruction eam was sent tothe brain $urgery while Boston police
" gust, 47, of Watertown, was appre-  gust until officers amived on the Judge David T. Donnelly assigned her license and refrain from operat-  scene. ey officefs transported the victim’s
“‘hended ‘ a short distance up the scene. a$1.000 bail and told her to report  ing a motor vehicle. . Bergin-August’s vehicle, a 2009 family{to be by his side.
" block and has been charged with ~ Bergin-August’s driving history, o the office of probation weekly Zanola said several people wit- Toyota Yaris, was transported 10 Thefchild was unhurt.
PuBLIC SAFETY
3 ~Jy e L] " = Al * " fA er
i the Whole Foods at 15 Spinney wasarrested and charged Caught with and also had a warrant for depor-  two ative warrants out of Ay
Vamshing cash Washington St. in Brighton. The with malicious destruction of chghf belongin tation. DlsmitCourL one for larceny by
More than $1,200 was dis-  yysle “Foods loss prevention property over $250 and being a victim's belongings In addition to the other charges, checkjover $250 and the other for
; covered missing from a officer allegedly saw Lynn dh;orde'rly person. 1 Police were able to police also charged Duart with re-  drivingg with a suspended regis-
drop box safe at the front desk of ¢ oo 43 ' F 6TA Milton St. in locate a man matching  sisting arrest. tratiof} and driving an uninsured
, the Best Westem Terrace Inn o0 pyo e pak. - stealing |$148.05 Searching for the description of a suspect for a motof vehicle
1650 Commonwealth Ave. in oo o0 Brighton supermarket. robbery from a motor vehicle on - Oghar arrests: e Deean Korb, 53, of 8 Gardner
 Brighton at 11:30 am. on July 2. b ke found that Stetson al- bank robbers July 12 at 2:45 p.m. at the comer Lopes. 42. of 20 Folle St. irf Allston, was arrested on
The hotel's general manager .4 yad 5 no-trespass and bar Three suspects are Of Monastery Road and St. Bogﬁiswnpe\:as éfmst od ?)n g two gutstanding warrants, one
reported to police that $1,222.90 Jetter that permanently prohibited 1 | wanted for allegedly Wash‘;rjgmn‘Sm‘:el & Bngéhton. wérll'r::n tgn Juiy 102t 1:30 p.m] a !t Boston District Ch(:uln
was missing after Ryan Mayotte, her from entering any property stealing $250 from the Mercantile  Police  confron Tegory 43 Everett St. in Allston afler for qperating a. motor vehicle

23, of 9 Colborne Road in
Brighton, signed for the money at
the end of his shift at 3 p.m. on
June 28, indicating the cash was

* in the drop box.

However, the front office man-
ager discovered the money was
not in the box on June 30. Pierre
Fritz, 22, of 6 Vanderbill Ave. in
Mattapan, worked the shift di-
rectly after Mayotte, but said he
did not see the drop because it
had already been completed be-
fore he arrived. Both men are sus-
pected in the crime and charged
with larceny in a building $200

and over.

Underage

drinking party

. Dillon Buss,
"Brainerd Road, have been

Four men have been
charged for hosting a large
house party for underage drinkers

' that provided the setting for a

June 13 stabbing in Allston.

" ‘Andrew Knox, 20; Buck Squibb,

19; Samuel Creager. 20; and
20, all of 40

charged for providing alcohol to

_minors, keeping a disorderly

home and being minors in pos-
session of alcohol.
At the party, Gerald Ameaud,

" 19, allegedly stabbed Alex Filho,

20. He was arrested later that
night, with the help of several
witnesses, and charged with as-
sault with a deadly weapon.

I-Ie’s‘really

Evan M. Stodsgill

Evan M. Stodsgill, 20, of 47

Gardner St. in Allston, was
arrested at 3 a.m. on July 1 after
allegedly returning home while
under the influence of alcohol
and throwing items and breaking
glass inside his apartment. When
police confronted Stodsgill inside
his apartment, he produced a fake
[linois license. He was placed
under arrest and charged with
being a minor in possession of
alcohol and possession of a false
identification card.

Is that steak
in your pocket?
Jamie David Roberts, 22, of
188 Boylston St. in Jamaica
Plain, was arrested on July 4 at
approximately 8 p.m. for alleged-
ly shoplifting $55 of steaks from
the Shaw's Supermarket at 370
Western Ave. in Allston. Roberts
was charged with larceny $50 to
$199, and the steak was recov-
ered.

: A big line of credit

A former employee of FSL
Associates Inc., an environ-

E'mental consulting firm at 18
« Shepard St. in Brighton, is sus-
«pected of stealing $752.245.64

between Jan. 1, 2002, and Jan. 4,
2007. Cynthia Goldberg, 46, of
11 Reed St. in Westborough, is
suspected of misusing the com-

 pany credit card as well as open-

ing unauthorized credit cards in
the company’s name, and issuing

+ . herself checks from the company.
.+ The owner contacted police on
.+ July 6, and police have begun an
* investigation into the matter.

See more details about this’

story on page 1.
~ Stealing food

A Hyde Park woman has
been charged with shoplift-

mg at 1:40 p.m. on July 7 from

owned by Whole Foods. Stetson

was charged with larceny
shoplifting $50 to $19¢.
Dog takes bite
out of man
Police have taken custody of

a Brighton woman's dog
after it bit an elderly man who
was passing by. Katherine
Kohnfelder, 22, of 1 Everett
Sqjuare in Brighton, was standing
in front of the Cafen ¢offee shop
at 380 Washington St. when her
mixed-breed dog lunged at the
man, causing him to bleed uncon-
trollably. He was sant to St
Elizabeth’s Hospital for medical
attention.

Kohnfelder said her dog had
never bitten anyone befére. How-
ever, her dog was turned over to
animal control, and she: was given
a citation for dangenusivicious

Meat is not free

Hamison Obeid, 21, of 20

Glenville Ave. ‘n Allston,
was arrested on July 8 at 1:24
am. after allegedly shoplifting
$115.40 worth of meat from Star
Market, 1065 Commonwealth
Ave. He was charged with larceny
shoplifting $50 to $199.

Don’t blame the door

Scott Spinney, 19, of 26

Lebanon St. in Melrose, was
arrested on July 9 at 10:40 p.m.
after he was femoved from
Harpers Ferry, 158 Brigzhton Ave.,
for being underage. However,
Spinney allegedly became disor-
derly and violent, and the manag-
er said Spinney broke the door to
the establishment as he exited.

Bank at 423 Washington St. in
Brighton on July 9 at 11:30 am.
Police started a search in the area
and were able to recover a gray
Columbia fleece zip-up jacket,
but were unable to locate the sus-
pecis.

Backing up

into handcuffs

1 Observing a white van
attempting to back

down an alley across from 186
Harvard Ave., police stopped the
vehicle that was attempting to
back up down Harvard Avenue,
and found the operator had an
active warrant for his arrest.

James Hunt, 33, of 1000 Lor-
ring Ave., Salem, was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of
Lyrn Distnict Court for failure to
retumn leased property and proba-
tiop violation.

Al the time of the stop,
discovered that Hunt also had a
suspended driver's license. Police
also reportedly recovered one
marjuana cigarette from inside
the vehicle.

Hunt was also discovered to
have several past charges for op-
eraling after a license suspension,
and was issued citations for oper-
ating after a license suspension
subsequent offense, obstructing
the free flow of traffic and civil
possession of marijuana.

Assault and battery
1 Police observed a man
screaming and velling,
then punching a Boston
Transportation Department work-
er in the chest area. Shane Martz,
28, of 13 Allston St. in Brighton,
was amrested for assault and bat-
tery on July 9 at 8:48 am. at 45
Allston St in Allston.

-Amml Winning Outpatient Detox Progr

Brookline Family Practice is 1 Primary Care Clini
Outpatient Defox that has been serving the community for years
with # personalized, compreidnsive, and comforting approach
to de-addiction including quality primary care and counseling
services provided by special y trained, friendly providers. We

spedalizing in

B Bnghl

are located in the heart of Bragkline, nlong the Brookline Village
stop on the MBTA green line. You will be greeted b our wel
coming staffl and you will havg no wait to take control of vour
life once again. Walk-ins are witloome. Wi acorpt al! nsurances
including MassHealth and BMC and also offer selfs pay options
Don't Wait Until It's Tae Late.

Call Brookline Family now at 617-383-6405 or
try our 24/7 toll free hotline at 1-800-770-1904.
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Any Ride|
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Maujor credit cards accepted
For advance reservations :

Call 617.566. 5000
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548 Waoshington S1.
Comton, MA 02021

(781) 8280358
HOM TO DRESS

Bride

* Mothes of the LIKE A MILLION
Bride & Groom ON SOMEONE
» (oests ELSE'S
MILLIONS
Clearance on WORN ONCI
Selected ltems Coreal selection
ol gowns lor
TOUCh OfKIaSS muothers ol
SSIW&, beide, gro &
b i ,“I:lll.\:\_' ronm
781 828 7847 Greqt Selection
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Mgt 5ab. 10-5 + Thurs. 10-8
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Kirsh, 31, of 158 Washington St.
in Brighton, allegedly finding on
him a gray bag with a digital cam-
era, a debit card, $100, a GPS
system and a cell phone. The still-
on-scene victim identified the be-
longings as hers.

Kirsh was also allegedly found
to be in possession three double-
edged knives and a screwdriver.

Kirsh was charged with break-
ing an entering of a motor vehi-
cle, larceny from a motor vehicle,
possession of burglarious tools,
possession of a dangerous
weapon and receiving stolen
property.

Deported felon caught

1 0 Jaime Duart, 28, of

15 Leicester St. in
Brighton was arrested at his resi-
dence on July 1 at 1:30 p.m. on
an outstanding warrant out of
District Court for
1--“11.'11 and battery that was
issued on March 23.

When police arrived at the resi-
dence, a man resembling a photo
of Duart opened the door, but
produced an employment autho-
rization card and a Social Securi-
ty card in the name of Jenry
Nogera.

However, the two forms of
identification were clear fakes,
according to police, and as they
began to place the suspect in
handcuffs, the man ran out of the
complex, over a fence and into a
backyard on Surrey Street. The
Immigrations and Customs En-
forcement office confirmed that
the suspect was a deported felon

failing to observe a “Do Not
Enter” traffic sign. First provid-
ing a false identify of John Stack
Jr., police eventually learned that
Lopes had an active default way-

rant out of Suffolk Superiiy .

Court for distribution of a clas§ B
substance, subsequent offense. .,
drug . violation near a park (.
school, and possession with ii‘
tent to distribute a class B am
stance, subsequent offense d
ing back to Jan. 29.

Lopes was issued a citation |,
failure to obey traffic signs, opx
ating after a license suspem.un
subsequent offense and promt:
ing a false name to police.

« James Joseph Indelicato, 45
of 19 Squantum St. in Miltps,
was arrested June 30 at 7:50 p.m,
at 380 Washington St. in
Brighton on an outstanding wir-
rant out of Brghton District

Court for keeping. a mming“

house, keeping a place for regis-
tering bets or dealing in pools
and selling alcohol. Police seized
a video poker machine, dozens of
poker chips, two automatic card
shufflers and seven decks of
playing cards.

¢ On June 30 at 8:30 a.m., po-
lice arrested Jonathan Jones, 22,
at his residence of 27 Egremont
Road in Brighton by virtue of a
default warrant out of Brighton
District Court for disorderly con-
duct and trespassing.

* On July 1 at 9:55 a.m., at the
comer of Brighton and Harvard
avenues in Brighton, Michael
Sweeney, 47, of 35 Clinton Ave.
in Chelmsford, was arrested on

¢ and Windom streets in
, police also found 3]
tablets. Bimbo will

) c%uged with possession
ubstance and dperat
ston by virtue of a warrant out

hton District Court for as-

le to readers: Those who
amed in the police blotter

e i
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Helping Franciscan Hospital

Aliston residents from Team Allston Car Wash, along with
Aliston residents and owners Chuck and Sandy Delaney,
participated in the New Balance Heart Break Hill 5K to benefit
Franciscan Hosplital for Children on June 14 at Boston
College. The Aliston Car Wash supported the annual event
through sponsorship and fundraising of more than $3,000. Car
Wash employees donated all of their tip money from race day
to benefit the Franciscan Hospital for Chlldren. Donations can
stlll be made at www.heartbreakhiliSk.kintera.org/fhfc09.

PHOTD By NATHAN SRIEDLPSR

- Levin completed

' LeadBoston program

The Boston Center for Commu-

_ nity & Justice, a nonprofit that de-

velops socially-responsible leaders

. throughout Greater Boston, an-
» nounced that Marjorie Levin of
Brighton has completed the presti-

gious, year-long LeadBoston de-

4 out of 5 proposals get thumbs up from BAIA

By Hslang-Ching Tseng

CORRESPONDENT

The Brighton Allston Im-
provement Association was in a

' pretty supportive mood at last

week's monthly meeting, giv-
ing thumbs up to four out of
five proposals. The board post-
poned a.vote for the 168 Allston
St. project until August,

The association gave its ap-

_'proval to projects at 61 Mur-

doch St., 433 Faneuil St., 20 Fa-

“ neuil St., and 2000
Commonwealth Ave.
Project manager Thomas Mc-

, Namara of McNamara Apart-

Fairey
pleads

guilty for

B t.

The Los Angeles artist charged
with multiple counts of graffiti-
related offenses pleaded guilty in
a Boston courtroom last week,
agreeing to pay $2,000 to a local
graffiti cleanup company, to pos-
sess none of his “tools of the
trade” while in Suffolk County,
and to make a statement of apolo-
gy to residents and deterrence to
other potential offenders.

Frank Shepard Fairey, 39,
pleaded guilty to one count of de-
facing property for a 2000 case in
which he placed a poster on a
Brighton Avenue electrical box in
Brighton, and two counts of wan-
ton destruction of property for a
sticker he placed on a Fort Point
traffic sign and a poster he affixed
to a Back Bay condominium.

Boston Municipal Court Judge
Mark  Summerville ordered
Fairey to serve two years of pro-

- bation. During that time, Fairey

.- must pay $2,000 to a Boston-

: based graffiti cleanup service; he
+ must notify the Department of
. Probation in advance if he ex-
. pects to travel within Suffolk
. County; and he must not possess
' stickers, posters, wheat paste or
* other graffiti-related materials

while in Suffolk County except in
connection with legal and autho-
rized art installations.

Fairey also agreed to make a
statement that first apologizes to
Boston residents for placing the
stickers and posters in unautho-
rized areas without the owners’
consent, and goes on to stress the

importance of respecting private

. property.

rErreee

LT

Also, prosecutors moved to ter-
minate the prosecution of 11 ad-
ditional graffiti-related charges
against Fairey. Prosecutors had
previously terminated the prose-
cution of 14 complaints after a re-
view of the evidence led them to
believe they could not prove the
allegations beyond a reasonable
doubt.

Assistant  District  Attomney
Adam Foss prosecuted the case.
Fairey was represented by attor-

., ney Jeffrey Wiesner.

velopment program.

LeadBoston is a program for
mid- to senior-level professionals
in the corporate, nonprofit, and
govemment sectors which devel-
ops their knowledge of diversity,
awareness of social responsibility,
and connections across sectors.

Govemnor Deval Patnck spoke at

the graduation ceremony, praising

ments at 168 Allston St. pre-
sented a revised proposal, re-
ducing the number of bedrooms
from 21 to 14. However, some
residents expressed more con-
cerns about the graffiti on the
building, hoping the landlord
could do something about the
unattractive scrawl.

“Cover up. It's basics,” one of
the neighbors said at the meet-
ing.
“We bought the building just
last August,” said McNamara.
“T've already called the police
and filled the report.”

The manager stressed that

participants for their leadership
and commitrnent to helping others.

Levin is part of the pext genera-
tion of leaders in Greater Boston,
said Todd Fry, Executive Director

‘of the Bpston Center for Commu-
‘nity «& Justice. In ther business,
» neighborhood, and personal lives,

they «re focused on social respon-
sibility and are certain to make a
lasting impact.

“LeadBoston has been an in-

* credible journey opening my mind

to the social justice issues facing
our communities while opening
my heart to an amazing and di-
verse group of individuals,” said
Levin, an associate in Social and
Economic Policy at Abt Associates
in Cambridge with many years ex-
penieace in public health and social
services in Greater Boston. She
volunteers with Keshet and Fen-
way Community Health Center,
and with the Christian A. Herter
Community Garden in Brighton.
LeadBoston participants spend
one program day per imonth leam-
ing chout an issue facing Greater
Boston, from education to health-
care (o criminal justice. The pro-
gram includes hands-on tours, con-
versitions with the city's leaders,
and completion of a capstone pro-
Ject that creates a blueprint for eco-
nomic development in a particular
Boston neighborhood
LeadBoston is currently accept-
ing applicants for the Class of
2010. Applications are due by

they have done a better job
mariaging the building than the
forrner landlord, and he knew
that landscape is something that
has to be done. He promised to
comié with an exact measure-
ment of the rooms and a better
solution to the graffiti. The vote
was postponed to the next meet-
ing. scheduled for Aug. 6.

In other items discussed, T-
Mobile requested permission to
replace the nine AT&T anten-
nae one its rooffop at 2000
Commonwealth Ave. The build-
ing was purchased by Boston
College for use as a dormitory.

Wednesday, July 29. To leamn
more, visit www.bostonccj.org/.

Salon takes part in Cut
for Cancer

For the fifth year in a row, the
staff of the Bellagio Hair Salon led
by owner Pat McKee participated
in the St. Elizabeth'’s Medical Cen-
ter Cut for Cancer. On June 18,
custorners who came in for their
usual salon services supported the
Cancer Care Advocates Fund at St.
Elizabeth’s Medical Center that
advances efforts to improve patient
comfort, education and clinical re-
search.

Sarah Francis, Operations Man-
ager in Hematology/Oncology at
St. Elizabeth's said, *“The staff of the
Bellagio Hair Salon has been
tremendous supporters and advo-
cates for our neighbors who are
dealing with a diagnosis of cancer.
The St E's community is truly
grateful forit.”

The staff’s profits and wages to-
taled $1410.50 and it was all donat-
ed to the Cancer Care Advocates
Fund.

Celtics recognize perfect
attendance

Brighton middle school students
were among those honored by the
Boston Celtics and Arbella Insur-
ance at the 18th annual Stay In
School end-of-year celebration on

“These are very
important
meetings. Itis a
mean of keeping
Brighton Aliston
moving forward
with
improvement.”

Janet Tambascio Fraher

First-place runner

" =

Adam Evans of Brighton heads to the finish line and a
as the first place male finisher in the New Balance Heart |Bre:

Hill 5K to benefit Franciscan Hospital for Children on Ji .
at Boston College. More than 300 friends participated In the

walk, and the event was an overall success. He ran as ps
the Aliston Car Wash team. '

May 21. The festivities took place at
Northeasten  University's Cabot
Center, where the students were rec-
ognized for perfect school atten-
dance and outstanding achievement
in writing and the arts.

Specifically recognized were stu-
dents who compiled a perfect and
on-time attendance record for three
straight years. For this achievement
these students were awarded a

framed and autograph picture of
Boston Celtics star Ray Allen.

were cited for pe

alte . during
school careers, In,additi

during their

-

Celtics legends JoJo White and Scalabrine tHe students
Dana Barros, as well as President as the guest speaker fof the cele-
Rich Gotham, congratulated the bration.

In exchange, T-Mobile would
dismount its antennae on the
roof at 2001 Commonwealth
Ave.

The type of new antennae
would be the same, and painted
to match the building, accord-
ing to T-Mobile representatives.

In other requests, Stuart and
Toni Jackson sought to increase
kitchen space in their single-
family home at 61 Murdoch St.
by enclosing the rear deck, and
Carl Mcmanus hoped to convert
a single-family home at 20 Fa-
neuil St. to a two-family home.

Area residents spoke in favor

of both proposals,

Marjana Keka
seven-day common

forward with i?lprov mept.”

50% off
sandals

PLUS AN EXTRA 10% OFF'
WITH YOUR MACY"S CARD
Enzo Angiolini, Marc Fisher, Circa Joan & David
AK Anne Klein, Jessica Simpson, Steve
Madden, Franco Sarto, Nine West & others
Reg. $39-56%, sale 19.50-49.50.

HOT SU

=

now - o
I 2 I
sportswear men’s clearance  kids’ clearance
PLUS AN EXTRA 15% OFF PLUS AN EXTRA 15% OFF' PLUS AN EXTRA 15% FF'
WITH YOUR MACY'S CARD WITH YOUR MACY'S CARD WITH YOUR MACY'S CA
Peasant tops, tees, shorts, capris, more from Polos, sportshirts, shorts, pants and Selected tops, shorts, pants afd mare
Art & Soul, Sunny Leigh, NY collection, our more selections already 50% off! from Izod®, Beautees, our greendog*® and other

.' 5/0 0 |

Styie & Co. and others. For misses & petites.
leg. 529-5299, sale 14.50-149.50.

MMER SALE

85

save on our best brands for her, him & kids |

olus take an €Xtra 15% off’

when you use your Macy's Card on a selection of regular, sale or clearance purchases storewide;
or take an extra 20% off' a selection of fine and bridge jewelry; or take an extra 10% off a selection of home|
items, shoes, coats, suits, intimates, dresses; suit separates & sportcoats for him texclusions apply: see below

Women's prices slightly higher

the magic of

macys.com

ei(tra 50% off

From our Club Room, Alfani, others.
Orig.* 39.50-49,50, final cost 9.88-12.38.

favorite names. Girls'2-16; bols’ 2-20.

Orig.* 9.98-536.

* 1

1EXCLUDES: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys; bridge & designer shoes, handbags & sportswear; cashmere; designer sunglasses; designer intimate apparel, swimwear; cosmetics, fragrances; watches; Im Ise, Oval|Room, 28 Shop; all
electrics & electronics: €3pot, Holiday Lane dept. trim/cards/wrap; fumiture, martresses & area rugs/floor coverings; sterfing flatware; reqular-priced china/crystal/silver; American Rag, All-Clad, Emporio Armani, Bactarat, Toamy Bahama, Hugo

Boss, Coach, Dooney & Bourke, DKNY, Ghurka, Heckels, Tommyy Hilfiger for him, | N.C, Juicy, Catvin Klein, Lacoste, Lalique, Lauren/Polo/Ralph Lauren, Levi's/Dockers, Liadra, Natori, Nautica, The North Face, Not Your Daughtgr's
John, Tumi, Ugg, Louis Vuitton, Vera Wang, Waco: | Waterford, Wisthof, William Yeoward, selected Licensed Depts. Not valid on: previous purchases, special orders, services, gift registry kiosks, gift cards, gift wrap,
macysweddingchannelcom, payment on credit accounts; alcohalic beverages, bridal salons, restaurants, wine. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening a new

§ APPLIED TO REDUCED SRICES. EXTRA SAVINGS (FFER VALID 7/15-7/19/2009. _
REG_/ORIG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES, AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. SOME ORIG. PRICES NOT IN EFFECT DURING THE PAST 90 DAYS. SALE PRICES IN EFFECT?/15/-7/22/99, EXCERT AS NOTED. Due

to consolidation, some prices may be different at your local Macy's. You will receive prices at or lower than prices advertised here. *Intermediate price reductions may have been taken. Orig./Now items will remain gt a
after event and are avaslable while supplies last. Extra savings are taken off of already reduced prices: “final cost” reflects extra savings. Moderate sportswear not in Chestnut Hill. Advertised items may not be ayailable

and selections may vary. For store locations & hwurs, log on to macy:.com.

ns, kate spade, 5t.

ry Trunk§ Jmacys.com,
‘saccofint. EXTRA SAVINGS
1

yuur local M?c;e;
|
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CommuniTy NOTES

- -Police holding

: <ah open house and

. Zhike safety day

i < =Join the Boston Police Depart-

. -mem and the officers of District
=214 for an open house and bicycle

: ::Eafety day from 10a.m.-2p.m.on |

..

?ﬁ.‘l

:iﬁbﬂ-

+~ Saturday, July 18.
= People are invited to enjoy re-
ﬁeshmems musical entertain-
“fent, bicycle safety demonstra-
ny rides, giveaways, a
or a children’s bike and an

* raffle fo

'.j'!POd
:+= =The District 14 Police Station

r2is: at 301 | Washington St.,
+ - *Brighton.
' *ACA meets on July 20

The next meeting of the Allston
Civic Association will take place
at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, July 20,
at the Honan Allston Library, 300
North Harvard St. The regular
Wednesday night meetings will

1 return next Monday.

The agenda includes:
Zoning:
¢ Greylock Road — Housing

i’ development proposal

Licensing:
¢ Common Ground Cafe, Har-

*. vard Avenue

* Street

smme e e

e Sports Depot, Cambridge

¢ Joshua Tree, Commonwealth
Avenue
¢ Pool Hall, Cambridge Street

(Old Sully’s)

' Playground
"' landscaping continues

All neighbors are invited to
join the Allston Brighton North
Neighbors Forum at the Gardner
Pilot Academy, 30 Athol St., from

9 am-l p.m. on Saturday, July

25, to continue the work of land-
scaping and beautifying the

Gardner Playground.

There is a lot of topsoil and
woodchips to move, so bring a

‘¢ rake or shove] and lend a hand.

- Take a walking tour

-- of Brighton Center

The next' Brighton Center

.- walking tour, sponsored by the

Brighton-Allston Historical Soci-

:% ety, will take place from 1-3 p.m.
1 on Saturday, July 25, beginning
‘% inside the Brighton-Aliston Her-

T T T R RN

*1 itage Museum, 20 Chestnut Hill

Ave,

BAHS board member Charlie
Vasiliades and Nancy O'Hara
will lead the tour that includes a
brief introduction to the history of

++ -Allston-Brighton in the museum
o1 itself.

EE e

¥

‘These tours of historic
Brighton Center are a monthly
event held during the warmer

» season, occurring on the follow-

ing Saturdays: July 25, Aug. 22,

© Sept. 26 and Oct. 10.

Participation is limited to 12
and preregistration is strongly ad-
vised.

People may preregister for the
July 25 tour by calling Vasiliades
at 617-573-1236. A $5 fee is

'+ payable at the time of the tour,
* which will go to the support of

[ R I L

the Brighton-Allston Heritage
Museum.

Free fishing program
for A-B youth

The Fishing Academy, a non-
profit youth dwelopment pro-
gram in Brighton, is offering a
free one-week fishing program (0
Allston/Brighton youths, age 6-
18, thanks to a grant from Har-

. vard Allston Partnership Fund.

T T

! Slots are available the following
¢ weeks:

« Special Allston/Brighton pro-
gram week of July 27-31

UNIVERSITY

If you (or someone you know) have broksn a
hip in the past year and are aged 60 years or
older, you may be eligible to participate i1 a

rehabilitation study at Boston University. The

! We wanf: your
listings
m TAB welomes ava-
riety. of ann ncm
and listings from ¢
ty groups and aher non-
Mcmmkorxm
tions in Allston/Brighton.
Such announcements often
include meeting agendas
‘ and fundraisiny; events, bur,
there are many other possi-
' bilities, as well. You con fax

us information at 781-433-
8202; e-mail us at allston-
| bﬂ'glﬂmﬁ.mm:- or
" send regular mail 10 All-
ston-Brighton TAB. 254
Second Ave, Needham
024H.
The deadline is noon on
Mondays. For more infor-
mation, call 781-433-7810.

» Week Four: Aog. 3-7

» Week Five: Aug. 10-14

o Week Six: Aug. 24-28

Go on-line 1o make reserva-
tons at www.thefishingacade-
my.org or call John Hoffman at
517-782-2614 or lane McHale at
617-797-1859.

Nominate leader
for award

Mayor Thomzs M. Menino
and the Mayor's Office of New
Bostonians are s¢eking nomina-
tions for the 2009 We Are Boston
Leadership Awards.

The awards celzbrate individu-
als and organizations that have
made outstanding contributions
to the city by promoting Boston's
rich diversity anc| fostering civic
engagement within communities
of New Bostonians,

The MONB is seeking nomi
nations to honor = exceptional
leaders in three We Are Boston
Leadership awird categories
Corporate Leadership, Commu
nity Leadership «nd Youth Lead-
ership. In addition to recognizing
award winners at the fourth annu
al We Are Boston'Gala, Menino
will also honor 'world-renowned
cellist, Yo-Yo Mz.

For more information and to
download the application, visit
www.wearebostin.wordpress.co
m. The deadline for nominations
is July 30, and all nominees must
be available to aitend the Awards
Celebration on Oct. 6 at the
Hynes Convention Center.

A decade ago, the Mayor’s Of-
fice of New Bostonians was cre-
ated to ensure that pew immi-
grants: have full access to the
civic, economic, social and cul-
tural life of Boston. The MONB
established a nationally-recog-
nized model for assisting new-
comers in overcoming the barr-
ers and challenges ol
immigration.

Every year, the MONB assists
more than 1,000 new Bostomans
by comnecting individuals to Eng:
lish language classes, helping
them open new husiness, promot-
ing free immigration advice fron
volunteer lawyers, and offering
employment ancl homeownershif
counseling, which allow new
Bostonians to contribute socially
and economically to the city in
myriad ways.

Proceeds from the We An
Boston Gala sugport the English
for New Bostonians Initiative, o
public-private-community part
nership that allows more than
1,000 new Bostonians to access
English language classes and
other crucial programs that en
able new Bostonians to better ac-
climate themselves in Boston.

study is designed to address mobility and

functioning in persons with

hip fracture.

People who qualify for this

study will receive either:

- a DVD-based home
exercise program
supervised by a
physical therapist, or

» a nutrition education
program for 6 months.

Measurements of your progress will take: place
in your home at 6 and 9 months. All exercise or
nutrition visits and materials will be provided to
you in your home. You will receive finanzial
compensation for your time.

For more information, please contact
Siphannay Nhean at: 617-63p
or snhean@bu.edu

Roll and Ride on Aug. 8
“The ROCK Roll and Ride
takes place from 10 am.-2 p.m.
on Aug. 8 at the William E. Smith
Playground, 250 Western Ave.,

Boston.

The event includes bike
rodeos, bike safety lessons,
hands-on bike maintenance

workshops, giveaways and trail
rides as well as music and free
food.

Free bike rentals will be avail-
able.

Boston Bikes and A-Bbikes
(Allston-Brighton ~ bikes) are
sponsoring the event.

Fun at Ringer Park

The Parents & Community
Build Group, Inc. and the Ringer
Park Partnership Group are host-
ing the second Boston Parks &
Recreation Department’s
ParkArts Program at Ringer Park
in Allston.

The Artists in Residence Crafts
Workshops will take place from 9
am.-noon at Ringer Park on
Thursdays until Aug. 13,

Children, age 3-10, will have
the chance to leam and create arts
and crafts projects with local
artist Erika Shorey. This has been
a fun and successful program in
the past. It's free and open to the
public.

Play games on Sundays

The Charles River Conservan-
¢y and Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation present Sun-
day Parkland Games, a program
for families with young children
offering them free fun and athlet-
ic activities on Sunday afternoons
this summer near the Weeks
Bridge in Cambridge

The Conservancy is partnering
with DCR and games will be pro-
vided by Knuckle Bones, a Cam-
brndge company offering a great
variety of unique athletic pro-
gramming, including badminton,
bocce, and croquet, paddle ball,
volleyball, and potato sack races
for families with children (ages 4-
12).

The Games take place every
Sunday from 2-5 p.m., through
Aug. 30, at the Weeks Footbridge
on the banks of the Charles River

in Cambndge

Allston Civic
Association to meet

The Allston Civic Association
meelts the third Wednesday of the
month at 6:30 p.m. at the Honan
Allston Library, 300 North Har-
vard St.

Orfeo Group presents a
community Bard-B-Q

Orfeo Group is offering dis-
counted and free admission to the
Reduced Shakespeare Compa-
ny’s “The Complete Works of
William Shakespeare
(Abridged).” The production will
be presented outdoors under nat-
ural light at Chnistian Herter Park,
home of the Publick Theatre of
Boston, 1175 Soldiers Field
Road. Brighton. Show times are
Thursdays through Sundays at
6:45 pm., and Saturdays at 3
p.m., through Aug. 2.

“It's an exercise in community
building.” said Orfeo member
Risher Reddick. The show will be
presented outdoors under natural
light with food. drink and a vi-
brant social atmosphere. In addi-
tion to the play. there will be a va-
riety of extension programming
ranging from Kids4Kids Shake-
speare performances 1o dance
groups and a lecture on “The
Music of the Spheres.”

There will be grills available

t

» .;'.J_||r;= II les ﬂlﬂ gtnlal' mﬁ

ment will hold a ParkARTS neighborhood per- Sean .. cussion and vocals. They
fonnancefeanmngwmﬁﬂhmhngﬁﬂ:a @ unigue itin mwgmq:,audﬂ)w
demonstration by Oom-Yung-Doe at Oak talent --r ability to take pop and

Square Park in Brighton at 5 p.m. an'[hmday,

Boston’s parks free of charge. ParkARTS is
made possible through leadership support

from Bank of America. This concert is present-  Faneuil

ed with additional support from Brighton

Main Streets.

Wishful Thinking is an acoustic duo consist-? schahuelof

for cooking. The production is di-
rected by Steven Barkhimer and
features Daniel Berger-Jones,
Gabriel Kuttner and Risher Red-
dick.

Tickets are $15. Friday nights
are free with a student ID. On free
performance nights, tickets will
be allotted on a first-come, first-
served basis one hour before
show time. Thursday night per-
formances are free for all. To re-
serve tickets for other perfor-
mances, e-mail Orfeo Group at
orfeogrouptix@gmail.com  or
call 617-747-4460.

Local artists team up
for environmentally

conscious show

Rescue Apparel & Accessories
is hosting Glovebox's latest
show, “Junko Revival,” a group
art show featuring the work of
local artists. The artwork is
themed around environmental
consciousness, and uses found
materials, recycled goods or just
plain old junk.

The show will be to Aug. 9.
Glovebox is a nonprofit grass-
roots organization that promotes
local artists while creating a com-
munity in which they can share
their ideas.

For updates on future openings
or to learn how to submit artwork,
visit www.gloveboxboston.com.

Golf tournament
benefits Presentation

School Foundation

The Corrib Pub and Restaurant
will host its third annual Charity
Fund Golf Tournament on Satur-
day, July 18, at the George Wright
Golf Course, to benefit the Pre-
sentation School Foundation’s
campaign to renovate and trans-
form the former Presentation
School building into a multi-
tenant community center. The
tournament will have a 1 p.m. tee
time, and will be followed by a
complimentary dinner at the
restaurant.

All proceeds from the event
will benefit the Presentation
School Foundation and its work
in establishing a community cen-
ter that will serve Allston-
Brighton children and families. A
foursome will cost $480, while
single golfers can participate for
$120. Hole sponsorships are
available at $100 for individuals,
organizations and businesses.
Checks should be made payable
to the Corrib Charity Fund Inc.,
and can be mailed to the Corrib
Charitable Trust, 396 Market St.,
Brighton, MA 02135. All dona-
tions are tax deductible.

Registration forms are avail-
able at the Comib Pub and
Restaurant or through the Web
site, psf-inc.org/docs/events/Cor-
rib_golf_2.1.pdf.

CAMp, SCHOOL

axD ACTIVITIES

-
Danl Duquuhu

S‘p°3

WEEKLY SUMMER
SPORTS CAMPS

W" JUNE 28 - AUGUST 14

B
Jun 28 - Aug 14
July 5§-17

July 12 - 17
July 19 - 26
August 2 - 6
August 2 -7

Baseball Camp Weeks

All Sports Camp Weeks
Challenger Sports Soccer Camp
Girls Softball Camps Weeks
Boys & Girls Basketball Camp
High School only Baseball Camp

Boys & Girls - Age 8 to 18

Register Online Today: DuquetteSports.com
101 Michaels Rd., Hinsdale, MA (413) 655-8077

Al camps operated in Massachusetts must comply with regulations
f the Massachusetts Department of Public Healthand be licensed by
the board of health of the city or town in which they are located.

To Advertise in this Directory call Becky at 781-433-7987

For more information on the
PSF. or to see if there is still
space, visit www.psf-inc.org.

Sign up for the Aliston
Village Street Fair

Allston and Brighton business-
es are invited to take par in the
Allston Village Street Fair-Urban
Mardi Gras from noon to 6 p.m.
on Sunday, Sept. 20.

It's a chance for business own-
ers to let the many visitors to this
event experience their wares. Join
the international food court, arts
and crafts gallery, or AVSF ven-
dor shopping mall. Enjoy the
multitude of stage and street per-
formances while profiting from
vendor stations or provide impor-
tant business service information.

Vendors’ permit applications
and table rentals are available.
Permits will be presented upon
event check-in.

For vendor applications or
event information, contact execu-
tive director Joan Pasquale at
pcbginc@verizon.net, www.all-
stonvillagestreetfair.com or
www.myspace.com/allstonstreet-
fair.

Brighton-Aliston
Improvement
Association

The Brighton-Allston Im-
provement meets on the first
Thursday of the month at the Elks

Lodge, 326 Washington St in
Brighton. All BAIA meetings are
wheelchair accessible and open
to the public. For more informa-
tion call 617-787-1299.

Brighton High School
50th reunion

Brighton High School Class of
1959 will host its 50th reunion
Saturday, Oct. 3, from 7 p.m.-
midnight at the Dedham Holiday
Inn and Conference Center, 55
Ariadne Road, at Route 1 and
Route 95. The classes of 1958
and 1960 are ‘also included in
this event.

For more information and to
purchase tickets, visit
www.brightonhighschoolalum-
ni.org or call 617-787-9873.

ESL and computer
literacy class offered

Charlesview Apartments is
hosting an informal English as a
second language conversational
group every Saturday from 9:30
a.m.-noon. Also offered is Com-
puter Basics tutoring on Mon-
days, 10-11 am., Tuesdays, 1-2
p.m. and Thursdays, 7-8 p.m.
Both programs are free and open
to all area residents. Sign up
ahead of time or drop in. Both
classes are hosted at the Com-
munity Room located at
Charlesview Apartments, third
floor, 51 Stadium Way, Adlston.

For more information or to
register, call David De Angelo at
617-782-2404.
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Boston Minstrel
Company seeks
olunteers

' The Boston Minstrel Compa-
ly, a nonprofit organization.
qeeks singers, musicians and
song leaders to facilitate sing
dlong songfests at Boston/Cam-
hridge homeless shelters year
pund. Amateurs are welcome.
Wo prior singing experience re-
quired.

Rehearsals take place on the
decond Friday of the month, 7:30
).m., at the United Parish of
Auburndale, 64 Hancock St.,
Newton. To join, e-mail Boston-
ninstrel @aol.com or call 617-
#87-2122. For more information
isit www.bostonminstrel.org.

bomputer Literacy
blasses

The Allston-Brighton Com-
nunity Resource Center is run-
ping free computer literacy
*lasses for anyone interested.
| If you or anyone else you
know needs help leaming com-
uter basics, then come on
Eow-n!
It| doesn't matter what you
now; everyone is invited to
zome. From learning how to
the computer on to setting
p a free account to e-mail your
riends, we can help. We offer
up and individual sessions.
The current schedule for
:_msc.mun:. is Mondays, 10-
and for individual ses-
ion is Tuesdays, 1-2 p.m., and
Thursdays, 7-8 p.m.

This is a pressure-free, infor-
mal program meant to help you
Jlearn a valuable skill and have
access to a life-improving re-
source.

If your already computer liter-
ate but want to help out, we are
always looking for volunteers
who want to give their time for
the community.

So if your interested in signing
up or volunteering ahead of
time, please contact David De
rﬁelo at 617-782-2404 or by e-
mail at

'DavndLDeAngelo @comcast.net

The Allston-Brighton Com-

‘munity Resource Center is at
|Charlesview Apartments,

51
Stadium Way, Allston.

ESL conversation

group to meet

Charlesview Apartments an-
nounces that it will be hosting
an informal English as second
language conversational group
every Saturday from 9:30 am.
to noon, at the Allston-Brighton
Community  Youth  Center,
Charlesview Apartments, third
floor, 75 Stadium Way, Allston.
The class is free and open to all

|area residents. Interested indi-

viduals may register ahead of
time or just drop in.

For more information or to
register, call David De Angelo at
617-782-2404.

Paramedic & EMT-Basic Training starts 8/25 in Nanck

EMT-Basic starts §/

/19 in Brockton

Continuiﬂg Education Aval able—l.og on for locatio

Ger the fraunnu fn gcr thi: job you've rrh vays wanted!
now {o; Be-A-Medic.com or call (888) 584-3624
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',;.-.': " EDITORIAL

~Telling the truth
about the drug war -

ge begins with telling the truth, and a report released
_.recently by the Massachusetts Bar Association puts the
¥truth right out front. Its title; “The Failure of the War on
Drugs.”

The report, the product of more than a year’s work by a
tas,k force of respected lawyers, law enforcement and mental
heglth professionals, comes to a conclusion politicians have
been reluctant to face: The state’s drug laws and policies, like
those of most other states, are wasteful, ineffective and cruel.

Drug education programs fail to teach anything useful and
show no signs of preventing drug abuse, the task force con-
cludes. Addiction treatment programs are underfunded and
out of reach of those who need them most. Incarceration isn’t
an effective deterrent to drug use or to recidivism. Most of
those imprisoned for drug-related crimes receive no treatment
and, thanks to mandatory minimum sentences, receive no
post-release supervision. It’s no surprise that so many of them
find themselves behind bars again.

Eyen those who hold no sympathy for anyone who abuses

aleohol or drugs should care about public resources Wasted on

poticies that don’t work. Between 1980 and 2008, ihe state’s

prison population rose by 368 percent and the couft jail pop- |

ulatjon grew by 522 percent. But we’ve seen no de* glipein
drug use or drug-related crime.
“Meanwhile, Massachusetts has made significatit PFO8resS

against one addiction — tobacco — without arresttP 4 single. |

adulf, The truth is addiction is more effectively tre#ied asa
public health problem than a criminal justice one.

~Drug treatment, while far from perfect, is cheapef and more |
- Thanks to Menino
 for standing up to

effective than prison. For the cost of housing a single, nonvio-
lem L drug offender in prison for a year — about $48,000 — we
could provide drug treatment for 10 nonviolent substance
abusers

" The task force offers both short- and long-term recommen- |

dations: reform drug sentencing; refocus education and pre-
vention efforts; expand treatment programs. But its most ambi-
tioti$ recommendations call for changing the way we think
about drugs. Prevention and treatment policies must be based
on.s¢ience, not prohibitionist morality, We need to fecognize
history’s lesson that drug abstinence is an unrealisti¢ goal; that
hatm“reduction strategies make more sense.

" Truth-telling means recognizing what doesn’t wor, includ- :

ing, the report says, “programs that make us feel god about
crusading against drugs — that wallow in public sl against
drugs butteach nothing new; that ignore human natiiré’s natur-
aélﬁncy to engage irrationally in behaviors that are risky
venturesome.” '
?.m substance abuse strategies, “just say no” and “lock them
ugfvere discredited years ago. They have persisted, in large

truths. But the tide may be turning. The new White

Hgiise “drug czar” has decided to stop talking about the “war
ogdmgs" because we are “not at war with people in this coun-
nﬁ :

u.Gov Deval Patrick has called for the reform of mandatory
sqetenoes and criminal records laws, issues his predecessors
wigre too timid to touch. The MBA task force goes even fur-
thi'r both in its analysis and its recommendations. It estimates

. Given the state’s fiscal challenges, that ought to be rea-
s@ enough for legislators to give these ideas the hearing they
désarve
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"ADDING BIKE LANES IS A NICE GESTURE,
BUT WHAT WE NEED 1S AN OVERPASS .

To the editor:

Ple:ase allow me the opportuni-
ty to recognize and publicly thank
Mayor Thomas Merino for re-
quiriag that Boston College, as it
expands into Brighton, complete
the construction of a new dormi-
tory on its main canipus before
moving forward with athletic fa-
cilities (which include a commer-
cial baseball stadium on the for-
mer Archdiocese site)

As much as Boston College's
expansion plans have generate
controversy in Allston-Brighton,
both the community and elected

: representatives agree that the
i main benefit of the plan is the
i possioility that the college will
: house: 100 percent of its students

paftdiecause politicians tend to choose popular platitudes over Of Cangpus.

Over time, this concept has

i been blurred by the creation of a
{ pew lerm: “university controlled
: housing,” which attempts to legit-
i imize the creation
i housing anywhere in the neigh-
: borhcod. Despite the danger that
i this notion poses to the neighbor-
i hood, the Boston Zoning Com-
i mission approved BC's expan-
: w

lm state could save $25 million a year by implementing its re- ?Smi?]nr::: :;azn |f Iﬁalm:c;rﬂ!
i sentalives.

of student

Mayor Menino alone stood for

: the notion that BC must house its
| students on its main campus, re-
i quiring that the college prioritize
: this component of the plan.

As BC initiates a Large Project

LETTERS

Review process on St. Thomas
More Hall we should expect that
not only the letter, but also the
spirit of Mayor Menino's require-
ment is mmplemented. More of
the hall's size and capacity should
be maximized, thus providing
much-needed jobs and housing a
significant number of students.
Maria G. Rodrigues
Brighton

Violent crime
isn't down?

To the editor:

[ doubt violent crimes are
down as media has portrayed.
The Boston Globe and Boston
Herald and Mayor Thomas M.
menino are frying to convince
you and me to believe drug and
gun crimes are down,

However, street gang crimes
and drug selling are blossoming
in many neighborhoods. If you
live in many of these neighbor-
hoods in Boston, you know that
isn’t true and that violent drug
crimes and gun crimes are being
committed every day.

If anyone thinks crime is down,
let them go and ask neighborhood
residents whether they think vio-
lent crimes are up or down and
they will get a resounding answer
that crimes are up.

Many neighborhood residents
don’t even sit on their porch day
or night for fear of crime. Kids
are being killed frequently on the
streets in Roxbury and Dorch-
ester, like the kid who was on his
way to school and was shot and

w. :..

cedid

killed on Dudley Street.

Mayor Menion’s solution to
this crime was to do a walk on
Dudley Street where the kid was
killed.  Unfortunately — walk-
throughs are not a solution for
shootings and drug crimes. More
walking beat policemen are.

Municipal officials and Mayor
Thomas M. Menino can tumn their
heads and try to pretend that there
isn’t violent crime, or they can be
transparent and work to address
these problems that have infested
so many neighborhoods.

Illegal drug selling is rampant
in many neighborhoods, along
with youths killing youths. 1 be-
lieve that if there were more
walking beat policemen in neigh-
borhoods that it would deter
many of these violent crimes.

Furthermore, | recently read in

SPEAK-OUT

We invite you to be aparr this ¢4

éfomm. Expms}ourpow i
j‘o {
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berm?SIMOZarwui U.S. mail
 Letters to the editor
_A!hm -Brighton TAB
I &SmdAm |
%Neaﬂlam, MA 02494

five momh.; of 2009.
auceptable

I belleve the Bar
out of touch with resi
live in some of these

ed neighborhoods
tougher laws.

Further intensifying prob-
lems with our teenagers i§ the
public school system that is not

LETTERS

xcessive fare hikes are not the answer

The Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority

i proposed a 19.5 percent fare increase last
i week in order to address what it refers to as

| | “one of the most serious financial crises in its
: history.”

' GUEST COMMENTARY
Lizzi WEYANT

The fare hikes will be the subject of 12 pub-

i lic workshops that the Executive Office of
: Transportation intends to hold over a two-
i week period in August. Participants at those
: meetings will debate the tradeoffs between
i fare hikes and significant service cuts. A single
 public hearing will be held. at which point the
i public will be offered the opportunity to pre-
 sent recorded comments.

This fare hike would be the fourth since

: 2000, and at nearly 20 percent. is 10 times the
; average rate of inflation of the last three years.
It is excessive and burdensome, and it comes
i even in the wake of the $160 million that the
i legislature dedicated 1 transit in the FY10

budget. The public process is inadequate, as it
requires people to address the impact of a 20
percent fare hike in two weeks, which is sim-
ply not enough time.

The MBTA's budget deficit is only getting
more unwieldy. It is projected to go up to $235
million next year, and will be as high as $390
million by 2014. This debt can be attributed to
the Big Dig.

Today, Big Dig related costs total nearly $2
billion for the T and fuel the cycle of large fare
increases that riders have experienced over the
past nine years. In fact, the T spends a higher
percent of its budget on debt than any other
comparable transit service in the country.

Fare hikes lead to a decrease in ridership,
which means an increase in cars on the road.
This, in tumn, leads to more traffic congestion,
more air pollution, and an increased depen-
dence on foreign oil. Ridership increased
when gas prices were at an all time high, but
the T now stands to lose all of those new riders
by making it financially more attractive for
those riders to get back into their cars.

Fares are not the way to finance the system.
Public transportation is an investment we need

to make for our quality of life, for ofir edono-
my, and for our future. We need a $ invest-
ment in transportation.

The $160 million allocated to the|
FY10 budget is important short-term|
it does not directly lead to a long-tgrm solu-
tion. Governor Deval Patrick and the legisla-
ture must find a way to fully fund the[T and re-
lieve it of its excessive deht b .
efficient, affordable, fully functionin
transportation system is instrumen:
bujlding oureconomy.

T in the
step, but

ly hurt people who can Ieast affopd them.
Without a meaningful investment in public
transportation, the T will be forced tp contin-
ue the cycle it started at the beginniig of this
decade and continue to dramatic lly raise
fares.

The tme for a real transport..u invest-
ment is now; we're broke, and we¢ simply
can’t afford to remain that way. |

Lizzi Weyant is a staff attomey who works
on transportation policy for the Missachu-
seits Public Interest Research Group|
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“‘Rocky’ was more than a bunch of movies about a boxe

I remember when Sylvester Stallone
brought “Rocky” to the big screen back
in 1976 during America’s Bicentennial.
Movie critics viewed it as a low-budget
B-movie, and it turned out unexpectedly
into a blockbuster movie and best movie
of the year.

THINKING OUT LOUD

SAL GIARRATANI

I thought the idea of some poor slob
from a working-class ethnic community
in Philadelphia becoming world champi-
on was the quintessential story of the
American Dream where you could rise
to unreachable heights just by trying —a
sort of destiny that carries you up. We
can all remember Rocky running up that
flight of stairs and standing with hands
raised, declaring a personal victory.

Boxing was a metaphor for a life view.
We all struggle every day within our own
rounds of life. Sometimes we ride high.
Other times we fall. The real victory is
always getting back up on your feet.
Nothing ends unless the bell rings.

On a recent Sunday, | was in East
Boston with a bunch of friends who hap-
pen to be “Rocky” fanatics. One guy ac-

tually knows all the lines to the movie
because he's seen them all, .apparently
100 times each. I always loved the first
“Rocky” mo¥ie, but my favorite is still
“Rocky IIT" where Rocky takes on Mr. T
with the assistance of Apollo Creed.

When I saw the first three movies at a
movie theater, I was amazec that the
Rocky Balboa character reached across
racial lines. He wasn't a white fighter. he
was Rocky; he was all of us whomever
we were and wherever we came from.
Rocky was every person who ‘ought ad-
versity in his or her life. He was every-
one who stnuggled to get by on a daily
basis.

Sylvester Stallone is about my age,
which meant when he was ycung I was
young. As he aged, I did, too.

The same thing was hapoening on
screen to Rocky Balboa. As a young [tal-
ian-American in the "70s, I could really
identify with the movie character. I never
wanted to lose at anything, but some-
times we all experience losing;.

When I saw that first “Rocky” movie,
life still seemed unending. Then years
passed by and time moved forward. [ am
the same person I always was except
older.

Recently, 1 saw the last “Rocky”
movie from a few years ago called
“Rocky Balboa™ an aging e».-boxer lost

Sylvester Stallone is
about my age, which
meant when he was
young | was young. As he
aged, | did, too.

in time. He had no future, but only a past.
His glory days behind him, signing auto-
graphs from his moment in the sun and
wondering where he was going or what
it was he really accomplished. He de-
cides to get back into the ring as a “60-
year-old has-been” as some were calling
him

Rocky can’t seem to move forward
beyond his younger days. He needs to
prove to himself that he was somebody
and is still somebody. He takes on the
reigning heavyweight champion in a 10-
round fight.

No one expects him to last more than a
round or two. However, he surprises
everyone by never giving up. He takes a
beating and keeps on ticking, as that old
waich commercial once claimed. He
goes the entire 10 rounds, gets badly
bruised but recovers his long-lost self-re-
spect.

Helosesﬂ:eﬁght.butfmmdlusncto— first baseman back in 1965 for the St.
ry in surviving. He never set oyt to beat Philip Phillies and again in |978 for the
the champion but just himself. He wants Fenwood Flyers.
out of the arena when his heads lifted I moved faster back then, but I still
high like so many years before on that move OK today. )
steep set of stairs. The only difference is the postgame

“Rocky Balboa" was a movie about pain. Didn't have it back than. If I didn't
finding the victories that really count in think I could do it, I would hang up my
life. For Rocky, it was honoring his de- great 1982 glove, which i§ also older

ceased wife, Adrienne, who carried him
so long doing his early boxing years,
who taught him what was really impor-
tant and gave him the love and recogni-
tion he always sought.

You know, none of us really wants to
age or lose younger skills, We suffer
from a Peter Pan syndrome of never
wanting to grow up. Getting old and fac-
ing our destiny is scary.

“Rocky Balboa" is a story of a boxer
who finally grows in wisdom and sees
beyond the ropes of the ring.

There’s a little “Rocky Balboa™ in all
of us, especially guys who just seem to
hate aging. I do it, too, I guess. Right
now, I play in the West End Softball
League every Saturday over at that
beautiful ball field by the banks of the
Charles River. I am the oldest of 60
players in the league and quite proud of
that accomplishment. Sometimes, just
being there is a victory of sorts. I'm still
a starting first baseman. I was a starting

than most of my gtes. 1 look,
thank God, a whole lo( better than that
aging Rocky Balboa characfer in the last
“Rocky™” movie, but [ used|to look bet-
ter.

Maybe, as an aging baby boomer, I try
and defy the aging process| Maybe, still
being able to play means jmore thanh 4
think. I suspect at some poipt ending life
at first base and doing something Igss,
strenuous. We al| define who we are and®
normally don’t care whaf others may=.
think. All that matters is how we feelhnﬂ'
what we think and what our values are, « !

There’s a little Rocky Balboa in all of
us. We can only hope not tp take a beat-
ing in a 10-round boxing natch with the *
heavyweight champion df the world. '
That could be miuch| 100 pa even for *
me.

No one wants luénduphkeﬂ\echar
acter Mr. T played in “Rocky IIL" We
want to stay a Wiiner in this life of ours"
for every round we have I¢ft in us.

Get your garden ready for some real summer weather

So far, we home gardeners
haven’t had to use supplemental
irrigation, but if this summer's
weather ever returns to our not-

CARDENER

FRAN GUSTMAN

mal hot and dry, we will have to
think about water conservation.

To cut down on watering,
elimipate plants from the garden
that wilt quickly. Impatiens
planted in the sun is a prime ex-
ample: I've always thought the
word should be spelled “impa-
tience” from the way they droop
when a Tittle overdue for water
Phlox, liatris, echinacea, black-
eyed Susan, asters and yarrow
are natives that don’t need pam-
pering. Many shrubs are
drought-tolerant and have beauti-
ful blooms, for example, vibur-
num, hydrangea and clethra.
Most grasses are adapted for
long periods of drought.

With so many plants available,
plan to conserve water by using
them.

Our costly water is piped from
the Quabbin Reservoir in central
Massachusetts and is processed
after going down the drain. Even
when Boston does not have wa-
tering restrictions, saving water
saves money.

* Mulch helps to conserve
water. Shading soil from the sun
slows down evaporation. Mulch
can be any organic material.

LETTERS

LETTERS, from page 8

kids need to be taught more about
values, respect and about being
disciplined.

Many public schools are not
even teaching these kids the basic
skills they need, and that is why
they start committing crimes as
teenagers. I believe parents must
become involved with their
teenagers’ education to put an end
to the cycle of violence and igno-
rance.

There are no easy answers in
fighting crimes effectively and
efficiently. Everyone should be
held accountable parents,
school kids and law enforcement.

According to the Bay State
Banner on June 25, between 1991
and 2008 there were 303 murders
in Area B. There have been no ar-
rests in 194 of those murdered — a
closure rate of 36 percent.

Althea Garrison
Boston

Got a
story tip!

Call us at
781-433-8365

Leave the muleh in place from
the previous year, decaying
mulch is good for the soil. Just
add a little mofe, if necessary —
two or three inches is enough;
too deep a cover keeps water
from getting through to the roots.
Keep mulch from touching
stems and trunks, which can lead
to rot.

¢ Living mulch. My favorite
mulch is plants. Let low ground-
covers fill in the spaces between
and under taller plants, planted
closely so that the ground is not
showing. Forget-mem creep-
ing Jenny, creeping baby’s
breath, strawbemies, pachysan-
dra, violets and VIOlﬂs (like John-
ny ), E daisies.
oy gk, il e
lungwort (Pulmonaria) are low-
growing perennials.

Low-growing annuals that pes-
form the same function are pan-
sies (in the same family as vio-
las), alyssum, petunias, lobelia,
impatiens (whenl planted in the
shade), ageratum and coleus.

Perennial vines can be allowed
1o creep along the ground to pro-
vide cover. Vines are especially
useful where it is hard to mow or
plant, as on steep hills, and fairly

BayView Assisted Liviag, South Boston

quickly cover large bare areas.

Boston ivy (a plant import de-
spite the name) and Virginia
creeper (native) turn a glorious
scarlet in the fall and then lose
their leaves. English ivy stays
forever green. Annual vines must
be replaced yearly, but sweet
potato vine can cover 30 feet by
the end of the season with its col-
orful leaves. Black-eyed Susan
vine displays bright flowers as it
creeps along. If you are hungry,
nibble on colorful nasturtium
flowers.

Groundcovers don’t need to be
low to the ground. A tall ground-
cover can be any plant with at-
tractive leaves that is pest-resis-
fant and does well thickly

planted. Fringed bleeding he:ﬁ‘r

with filigreed leaves, blooms
from April to November.

Daylilies fill in big expanses
with graceful grass-like leaves
and magnificent blooms. And
speaking of nibbling, daylilies
are edible in all their parts, from
flower to root.

Sliced tubers are used in Chi-
nese food. Flowers and buds are
sweel (some varieties more so
than others) with a bit of a tangy
aftertaste and can be eaten raw or

IWIEKED
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The Cambridge Homes, West Cambridge

www.SeniorLivingResidences.com

JFK Assisted Living, Central Square, Cambridge

www.SeniorLivingResidences.com

www.SeniorLivingResidences.com

Standish Village Assisted Living, Boston

www.SeniorLivingResidences.com

Youville House Assisted Living, Cambridge

www.youvillehouse.com

[ BILINGUAL: ENGLISH. SPANISH |
MMmmmugmmm
www.LatinoWor/dOnline.com

Living mulch is
highly attractive. it
can be dug up to
make more room
for flashier plants
— and it is very
pleasant to have

plenty to share
with friends.
B s = ———— )

sautéed. Don’t confuse daylilies
with Asiatic and Orental lilids.
Daylilies are the genus Hemero-
genus Liliwum (and the favorite
food of the red lily beetle).
Daylilies and inis send up low
shoots in the fall that provide a
touch of green until the follow-
ing spring.

Hostas and ferns are great
groundcovers for shade, with the
caveat that they die back com-
pletely in the winter, leaving no
winter greenery; dense roots
hold the soil in place, so erosion
is not a problem.
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Hostas “Mammoth Blue” or
chartreuse “Sum and Substance”
are huge plants that cover a
square yard. There are smaller
hostas in greens, blues and yel-
lows, and those with white high-
lights.

Maiden hair fern is a foot-and-
a-half-high native with delicate
scalloped fronds which grows
slowly; native lady's fern is
lacey and light green, spreading
very quickly. In the sun, grasses
are a good choice. Before planti-
ng, check the label to learn the
mature size of each plant and if
they are clumpers or spreaders;
don’t plant spreaders where they
can overwhelm smaller plants.

Low shrubs also make good
groundcovers.  Low-growing
roses were developed for that
purpose., The “Fairy” rose
blooms nonstop through the sea-
son with tiny, pink flowers that
are, alas, scentless. Rugosa roses
are a wonderfully fragrant
groundcover, as evident at ocean
shores. They are exceptionally
prickly, making a barrier that
will keep people and animals
from running blithely through
more fragile plantings. These are
Asian imports; however, they
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* Blight, Tomdto and potato
plant gardeners sould be aware
of a blight causeg by Phytoph-
thora infestans, ¢ very destrug-"-
tive and very infectious killef, ,
which caused the¢ Irish Potato

Famine in the 1840s. Symptoms
are spots on stemgq or leaves. Re- -
move plants, seal jn a plastic bag '
and di in thejtrash, or com-
pletely | Plln deep enough; .
so plants decompose and will

not resprout. Do| not compost.
Fungicides are effective only if -
Ubedbﬂflrreﬂ]e djsease appears:
Even With fungicide applied
weekly, there is rjo guarantee of |
success. “heck wmnassveg-
etable.0ig/index Html for more -
lnf(}r“lahon ’
Fran Gustman|is an editor oj
horticifiy gl letters and a
garden designer] Contact her
with gardening | questions at
Jeustmaneditor@gmail.com. .
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Mayoral hopetuls make their case as to why they are

By Pat B. Tarantino Meanwhile, Yoon claims to aave lo-
5  RESPONDERT cated some $74 million in city funds that
- ‘E'Ihere's ambition,” ~ said Mayor could be cut if voters elect a mayor will-

Thomas Menino when asked about his
¢ompetition in the five-man mayoral
race. "[Other candidates] see a mayor
that’s been here for 16 years, and they’re
out there talking to the voters of Boston
because they believe they can do a better
job.”

Although Boston voters have general-
ly favored incumbents, candidates Sam
Yoon, Michael Flaherty, Kevin McCrea
and write-in candidate William Feegbeh
feel that the 2009 elections will be a po-
litical turning point. { }Candidates are fo-
cusing their efforts on issues such as
government spending, public and char-
ter schools, city development and union
contracts as the primary talking points
eafly in the race.

-“People are getting tired of the politics

of the past,” said Yoon. “We live in a city
starved for new ideas and fresh faces.”
.~ As the recession continues, candi-
dates are reviewing city spending and
offering alternative solutions in an effort
to avoid tax increases while maintaining
and improving service. Flaherty pointed
to a $2 million line item meant to main-
tain some 1,074 vehicles used by city
managers both on and off the clock
while chastising the current administra-
tion for considering “laying off essential
employees and ending critical services”
while maintaining these programs.

Allston neighbors turning playground into ground for play

ing to “clean up the city's act” citing
Boston's aging fire boxes as a $:/million
program that is rarely used and often re-
sults in more false alarms than actual
fire reports.

Countering claims that his adininistra-
tion has mismanaged city funding,
Menino pointed to new leadership in the
Boston Redevelopment . Association
who will be named later this waek. Ac-
cording to Menino, the BRA will ensure
developers stay on time and on budget
during new construction programs, stat-
ing that the eight-year old Kenmore
Square T station construction project
will be re-evaluated and compl:ted in a
timely manner.

Yoon argued against the existence of
the BRA, suggesting the group should
be replaced by a city planning crganiza-
tion “accountable 1o taxpayers, rather
than to the developers who find [the
BRA]."

He went on to call Menino™s plan to
integrate the Boston Transit Authority
into the BRA as a “really scary proposi-
tion.”

Menino defended the BRA, saying it
has controlled the growth of the city and
preserved the skyline, keeping Boston
from falling victim to what he termed
“Manhattanization.”

Candidates also promised to create a

“It's nice that the mayor
has seen the light after
16 years. It's 16 years
too late for thousands of
children,
unfortunately.”

Sam Yoon

more accountable system of perfor-
mance reviews and responses to the
complaints of citizens.

Menino took pride in the CRM, or
Citizen Response Method, that assigns
individual citizen complaints a tracking
number that allows callers to periodical-
ly review efforts the city is making to re-
view and improve a situation, He also
compared quarterly status update meet-
ings held by city department heads to
the City Stats program used in other
urban areas as a key element in staying
abreast of civic issues.

Flaherty approved of this idea, but felt
that four meetings a year would fail to
solve problems in a timely manner, in-
stead suggesting biweekly meetings “in
order to catch local trends before they
become major issues.”

In light of the recently publicized
brownout program, which temporarily
closes up to four firehouses per shift in

the event division chiefs see a high num=
ber of sick calls among firefighters,

every candidate came down hard on the
firefighters union. Additionally, requests
from the firefighters union that they be
compensated for random drug and alco-
hol screenings drew a considerable
amount of attention.{ |Menino called
protests by the firefighters union “politi-
cal skullduggery.”

“As mayor, | would require all first re-
sponders and heavy machinery opera-
tors to undergo mandatory drug testing,”
said Flaherty, who currently has the sup-
port of the firefighters union. Yoon also
considers overtime abuse to be one of
the most pressing budgetary concerns
for the city and backed this policy.

Another major concern mentioned by
many candidates was the state of Boston
public schools. Menino put forward leg-
islation earlier this week to increase the
number of non-unionized, in-district
charter schools, which would provide
teachers with performance pay and
allow the city school committee to
maintain direct control over newly
formed schools in their formative
stages.

According to the mayor, his office
will remove the charter school cap if the
legislation does not pass before the end
of its current session in December; how-
ever Menino’s opposition considers this
move too little, too late.

“It's nice that the mayor has seen the

years too late for lhous‘mda
ynfortunately.”

rate both elected representatiyes and ap-
pointed officials as a way td minimize
red tape while also representipg the con-
cemns of individual communities. Cur-
rently, officials appointed by{the mayor
run the school committee.

Flaherty also weighed in op the issue,
calling current reform attempis a *blame
game” and proposing revisipns to cur-
riculums in order to better prepare stu-
dents for future careers in the fields of
technology and science. ng the re-
visions was the possible intggration of
Internet-based classes as al| means to
allow struggling students t¢ catch up
while others can work ahead pf the stan-
dard curriculum.

Although every candidate is working
to voice their opinions on durrent city
policies, Jim Spencer, chief sfrategist for
the Yoon campaign, said lha{bpoor voter
turnouts will be the greatest ¢bstacle for
challengers.

There are cumrently rthore than
335,000 registered voters in the Boston
area; however, only 97,000 participated
in the last mayoral electiop. Burther-
more, Spencer claimed that 20,000 city
employees working under the Menino
administration will likely votg for the in-
cumbent.

By Natalla Knochowsk

CORRESPONDENT
Allston residents, and their kids,
cap prepare for a greener, more
and educational play-
ground. Neighbors gathered on
the sunny Saturday mormning at the
Gardner Pilot Academy to plant
anpther ginkgo tree and finalize

some details of the ongoing play-
ground renovation.

“The playground is almost
done," said Harry Matison, one of
the neighbors and founders of the
Allston/Brighton North Neigh-
bors Forum, a community group
in the area that has taken on this
project.

THE BEVERLY DEPOT
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The ABNNF is trying to convert
the playground “from what it has
been - an expanse of asphalt - to
soraething more green and natural
ancl educational - something that's
more enjoyable for everyone,”
sai] Mattison.

After a moming full of planting
ancl weeding soil, those that

I).II ll‘)il'l’l restaurants.com
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helped Saturday moming also dis-

cussed and decided what other  ““We’ll be working a lot through July and August;
we'll probably then shift back to our Everett
Street site with CityRoots and do some/more
work there.”

features they would like to add to
the space. As a result, soon resi-
dents can expect seating areas for
teachers, parents, and students, the
planting of another large
tree, boulders, a meadow area, and
shrubs to enliven the space around
the new playground.

Mattison said that the school is a
great resource for those who live
in the neighborhood and even
those who don’t because children
especially use the playground dur-
ing the summers and after school.

“We want to get most of it fin-
ished before school starts” he
said

“We'll be working a lot through
July and August; we'll probably
then shift back to our Everett

Onl
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Hm' Mattison

Street site with CityRoots and do
some more work there,” said Mat-
tison. “Next week, we'll start
doing some of the larger physical
things - the stones, and tree
stumps, wood chips.”

Also ‘involved in restoring the
playground is the Greater Boston

organization CityRoots, which ac

is a non-profit program of the

Gutter Helmet
the test of time.
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Urban Ecology Centef that works
with volunteer groups, such as
neighborhood associptions, and
helps the groups design and plant
community landscapipg projects.
CityRoots provides |a stronger

community that is pqual to a
stronger sense of placg, of trust, of
well being, that bettegs the envi
ronment, said Dobsor

The neighborhoo J orgamza-
tions apply to the CityRoots pro-
gram and if the group§ are accept-
ed, they are funded by CityRoots
and are assigned two project con-
sultants, who are experts in land-
scaping and planting, jand help fa-
cilitate  the planning  and
completion of the profect.

“This year we werg/fortunate to
have CityRoots fund us again,”
said Mattison, who algo explained
that last year, the CityRoots helped
the ABNNF complete phase one
improvements on Eyerett Street.
“This year and we wgnt to contin-
ue moving through the neighbor-
hood, finding other areas that
could benefit from greening and
landscaping.”

Rita Vaidya, one ¢f the mem-
bers of the ABNNF jand also the
Friends of the Gardndr, a group of
school parents and ngighbors, re-
ferred to the school'y playground
as like a yard for her family.

“We want to be nic¢ and make it
more welcoming for| other fami-
lies,” she said of thg group and
their current task.

Another meeting of the
ABNNF and the playground pro-
ject 1s in the procgss of being
scheduled for an upgoming date.
The CityRoots projegt consultant
on Saturday was Kargn Chaffee.

978.416.8839 WWW.GOTBOOKS.COM
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