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Food & Dining 

Just call it a haute do 
Is the hamburger really the 

signature Arnericao food? 
I think there's a movement, 

just beyond the horizon, from 

ballpark foot-longs, aod try­
ing out meats from pork to 
beef - and soy to entice veg­
etarians. 

flatbread. [ like my I dogs 
right off the backya d grill, 
well-charred aod s"thered 
with yellow musu d aod 
sweet piclcle relish. A d once 
in awhile I will 
homemade topping 
cookout 

KITCHEN 
CALL 
LINDA BASSCIT 

Creating the ideal "arti­
saoal" hot dog, they're find­
ing, is not such ao easy 
process. So most chefs have 
settled for innovative top­
pings. 

If you take pride i 
made condiments ru 
compliments to the c( , pick 
a rainy day and wi p up a 
batch of ketchup and lish to 
last the surruner. 

burgers to hot dogs. A few 
bored chefs are experimenting 
with tiny cocktail franks aod 

I don't like my dogs to be 
French-style topped with 
brie or Indiao-style slathered 
with yogurt aod wrapped in 

Homemade Relish 
Makes 8 pints 

4 pounds pickling cucumbers, finely 
chopped 

3 iLlrge red bell peppers, seeded and 
finely chopped 

1/4 cup coarse salt 
3 large green bell peppers, seeded and 

chopped 
2 iLlrge onions peeled and chopped 
4 cups sugar 
3 cups cider vinegar 
I teaspoon dry mustard 

I. Place cucumbers aod red peppers in a 
bowl aod sprinkle with the salt. Toss well 
to mix. Cover the bowl; set aside at room 
temperature for 4 hours. 

2. Place the green peppers and onions in 
a large heavy pot. Drain the cucmober mix­
ture. Add them aod all remaining ingredi­
ents to the pot with the green pepper mix­
ture. Stir to mix. Bring the pot to a boil over 
high heat. Reduce heat to mediwn. Simmer 
20 to 25 minutes until vegetables are soft­
ened. 

3. Ladle, while still boiling hot, into ster­
ilized caoning jars. Proceed according to 
jar maoufacturer's directions. 

Alternatively, cool the mixture quiclcly 
by transferring to a bowl, aod placing it in a 
sink of ice water, stirring until cool. Then 
place it in jars, cover tightly, refrigerate, 
aod give extra jars away to friends. Thi$ 
mixture must be refrigerated. 

Homemade Ketchup 
Makes 1-112 pints 
The ketchup wi II keep up to two m nths. 

tightly covered, ill the refrigerator. 

2 medium onions. peeled diced 
1/4 cup water 
3 pounds tOllIaroes, qUllnered 
5 tablespoons cUkr vinegar 
1 cup dark brown sugar 
1/2 tablespoon ground allspice 
J /2 tablespoon groluu/ cloves 
1/2 tablespoon groluui celery 
1/2 teaspoon sail (or 10 taste) 

I. Place onions and water in a 
over mediwn heal Cover. Bring to 
Reduce to a simmer, and cook, , 
from time to time until onions are 
20 to 25 minutes. 

2, In aoother pot, sinnner 
Iy covered, over mediwn heat for 
minutes. 

3. Add onions 10 tomato IlJUlllU< j 

aoother 15 minutes to blend flavors 
4. Strain through a sieve into a saljc:epan. 

Press mixture down fim,lv lin 

juices. Stir in remaining in' 
to a boil. Continue cooking at a 
stirring often for 15 to 20 
aod ladle into jars. 

linda Bassett, author 0[ 
Pie 10 Pad Thai, " teaches Anlen,/'all Il!­

gional cooking alld intemntional CI'SIIl<wt 

North Sholl! COIIIIlUuUty College Reach 
her bye-mail 01 tom. 

concerts 
in the courtyard 
MUSIC AT THE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, BOSTON 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS, JUNE 24-AUGUST 26 

One of Boston's greatest summer traditions! 
Groove to the hottest bands while picniCking Wlrl r 
the stars in the MFA's beautiful Calderwood Cour ard, 

Wednesdays at 7:30 pm 

JUN 24 JU L 29 
Bettye Lavette Alex Cuba 

JUL 1 AUG 5 
Marco Benevento The Holmes 
Trio Brothers wit! 

JUL 8 
Naomi Shelto and 

TBA 
The Gospel Q eens 

JUL 15 
AUG 12 
Kaki King 

King Sunny Ade 
and His African AUG 19 
Beats Buika 

JUL 22 AUG 26 
Grupo Fantasma Steve Riley a d the 

Mamou Playl oys 

General admission seating: MFA members. seniors, and 81fdents 
$24 and $32; nonmembers $28 and $38, Bravo ouldoor 
seating available for an addltional $20 per person. 

'lb purchase tickets, visit www.mfa.org/concerts 
or call 617-369-3306, 

wickedlocal.comlallston-brighton 

KEEPING TABS 
THINGS TO 'Xl THIS WEEK 

Keeping up withJones 
Whalin the Wot1d 

Music?: World 
M.Jsic/OashArts 

Isn't nterested n pl'esent­
Ing ext-{ estab!shed artisfs 
wro've tOU/ed COU'1f1ess 
tmes t1Yough Boston. 
1hey're also excited about 
exposng you to nncM:>­
five, contemporary young 
crmts on the rise,And 
psychedelic alf<:ountry 
rrusic doesn't sound Hke 
sorrethng completely df­
ferent. then you're Mlg on 
the edge, my friend.1he 
debut abLm of Colton 
Jones ;; dark. rich. foIky 
rrusic with Io.IeIy har­
monies. MeonwrMe,1he 

Cotton Jones, June 21, at the Middle East tn Cambrldge, 

Anfte(s o/blrn tackled subjects like 
tTOurro md dysfunctlon.1he two bands toke the 
stage June 21 at the Midde East n Combrldge. 
TICkets: SlO. Col: 617-876-4275. 

Summer Lovin': At the ReveI;, they get jazzed 
about the chargirg seasons. And wro doesn't 
welcome summer? In ce/ebIation of the first 
day of SLmmet rrus/cIons and dancers join 
forces in" A Revels SummeIDay: with perfor­
moncesat 3 and 7 p.m .. onJune 2O,atthe Ar­
senal Center 10< the Am In Wotertown.lhe ine­
up of performers ncludes 1he Nields (for the 3 
p.m.show only - they rrust hove dimer pions), 
Brion O'DoncM:Jn (we/f.known os the host of "A 
Celtic Sojourn"), 18-yecr-old baritone John 
CostIo from the PerkIns School For the Blind Irish 
step dancers, the Revels Repertory Company 
and beIcNed baritone David Coffin. TIckets: S25 
for adults. Cal: 617-923-8<Ul7. 

Ernie Balk: Ernie Bach (yeah, the cor guy) 
knows a lot about odvertislrg, so I guess he de­
cided to go big on the hype for the first CD 
hom his band. Ernie & the Automates. Why else 
woUd the CD be described as -klng 
on a recent press release? Do you know any­
one wro was waitirg for the Ernie & The Auto­
mates CD? Anyway. event is admirable. 
"Singing 10< a Cure- raises funds that benefit 
the Joslin DIabetes Center. All those fans wro 
hove the Automates' CD will be 
disappointed to hear the heOCliner status at 
the event belongs to Patti laBelle, who has dkJ­
betes.1he night also includes Celtics star Roy 

AIm, and Shannon Walker Williams 
Allen, who's a The show June 20, 7-10 
p.m .. at Jordan Hall in Boston. TIckets: S85-S175 
(VIP tickets also ovailoble). Call: 617-732-2531. 

Uke GoHo Be KIdding: How many 25-yeor­
old do you know who favor the 
ukelele, kazoo and autohorp? And how 
many do you know who draw inspiroton from 
TIny TIm and Dr.Seuss? (Just so you don't think 
she's a complete wacko, she also likes the 

Jonl Mitchell and Bob Dylan.) If you're 
curious abaut the result of these eclecHc In­
ftuences (she -shake-a-billy"), check 
out Rachel Goodrtch, June 21 at Johnny D's In 

where she ploys a 21 + show at 
9:30 p.m. Call: 617-776-2004. 

Pelspecttves: Harvard offers on Informative 
gallery talk series for people wro not only like to 
look at art, they also like to talk Kelsey 
McNiff of the Harvard Art Museum tackles on 
Interestng topic with -A Hislorian's Pelspecflve: 
How the Art 01 Pissano, Manet md Picasso Con 
Teach Us About Women's was in Late-I9th­
Century France: (lip for the lecturer: If the talk 
runnirg klng, just refrain from repeotng the 
nome of was the site of a remarkable 
urban transformoton in the late-19th century. 
and the talk will detail what those changes 
meant for Parisian women. Leern more on June 
20 at 11 a.m .. at the Harvard Art Museum, 485 
Broadway, in Cambridge. Free with ocmisslan 
to the museum. Call: 617-495-9400. 

- Alexander stevens 

• Recommended by 4 out of 5 Veterinarians 

• Affordable Solutions for Indoors & Outdoors 

• Works for All Breeds of Dogs 

• Don't Settle for Imitations 

Call Today 

888-708-4647 
or visit 

www.invisiblefence.com 
CNE1OO/CNTIOO/CN200. 'Offer volid for S 100 off equipment tlnd 5100 of training potkoge Clnd is not Yolid on Gold Equipme'l' only 
purchosn Must pvrchose troining and equipment to qualify for 5200 savings. No c(lsh YQlue. Not combinable with any other offer, 
Valid only with The Conine fence Company. Expires 7/01 / 09 . C2009 Invisible feme Brand (12009 Conine Fence Company 
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Sturbridge e "bits bring 1830s to life 
STURBRIDGE, from page 11 
more." 

The exhibits were designed to 
show adults and children who 
grew up in a digital world that 
past inhabitants of New Eng­
land's agricultural society 
helped develop the cutting-edge 
technology of their time to feed 
themselves and the region. 

Hood says visitors could see 
the new exhibits in two or three 
hours but "could easily spend a 
whole day" enjoying the 240-
acre village which includes 
fields, woods, rivers and a pond. 

The new exhibit originated 
from a grant by the National En­
dowment for the Humanities 
suggesting OSY help visitors 
learn about the region's agricul­
tural past, he says. Later grants 
were provided by the Robert W. 
Booth Fund of the Greater 
Worcester Community Founda­
tion and the George F. and Sybil 
H. Fuller Foundation. 

New exhibits in the Fenno 
Barn, Fitch Barn, Towne Barn 
and Countryside Learning Cen­
ter feature hands-on and interac­
tive activities, artifacts, text pan­
els which are all augmented by 
village "interpreters" and 
scenery. 

the lessons of Sturbl1dge Village Is the extraordinary amount 01 
manual labor required to live In the 1830 • . 

Entering the large Towne 
Barn, visitors can see and feel 
many of the daily activities that 
would have occupied family 
members of all ages in the 
I 830s. Hood points out an inter­
active sign for visitors to learn 
how 19th and 2 I st century farm­
ers compare in using every pos­
sible part of a cow. 

changed farming in those days. l>W1nmc)We:rs might want to 
by the Fitch Barn to see 

of Agricultural Change" 
just how easy they've 

Hood stresses that Yankee in­
genuity created its own high­
tech tools, like a com sheller 
and sausage press which re­
duced labor and increased effi­
ciency. 

Or, visitors can enter a milk­
ing stalJ, grab a teat and squirt 
ersatz milk into a bucket. A time 
line with accompanying artifacts 
chronicles the revolution that 

In the barn, Hood explains 
19th century New Englanders 
regarded milk as an ingredient 
for cheese and hotter which 
could be sold rather than dnmk 
as a beverage. 

Visitors accustomed to ride-

it. Instead of high-tech 
. our agricultural ancestors 

"shod" shOl el with an 
exbll-lalfge blade. 

And anyone who thinks they 
don't get enough vacation time 

MFA captures ___ ..IL'~~ phase for Weston 
WESTON, from page 11 
are drawn from the museum's collection and 
the prestigious Lane Collection which is on 
Jong-term loan to the MFA. 

The exhibit examines Weston at a crucial 
career stage as he moved beyond earlier soft­
focused pictorialism into the elemental clarity 
of the modemism that defined his mature 
work. 
, The photos on display are as sharp and 
exact as X-rays. Yet Weston imbued these 
platinum prints with such subtle contrasts of 
:light and shadow they seem to shimmer as if 
"""n through heat vapors. 
: In portraits such as "Galvan Shooting" and 
~'Rose Roland," his living subjects are depict­
:00 willi the timelessness of sculptures. 
:Ibough rendered with biological exactitude, 
lUs still Iifes of plants and fruit, such as 
:'PaJmiJJa" and "Chayotes," seem bursting 
~th vital energy. 

And his portraits of the shapely Modotti 
sunbathing nude on the roof of his home con­
vey the barely subdued passion of an artist 

"Viva MeJl:lco • 
The Museum of Ane A ": 5 . 8osm" 

Admission; S 7 for a(lJlts 
Call: 617·267-9 00 

www.mfa.or 

liberated from \::l~:::r: The exhibit also Weston's 
mixed bag of fellow including 
expatriate artists such as and Paul 
Strand, and Mexican artists AJvarez 
Bravo, Frida KahJo and ' Rivera. 

An actress wbo into a serious 
photographer as by her striking 
"Worker's Hands," Modotti an in· 
triguing artist and political of 
her own sbow. Haas 
Ii first left for Mexico 'sm>nI." ly"n<>ugh 
the blessings of his wife 
care of my boy.'" 

While best known for 
and-white phc~osof lJeplpers 
on began shocoting 

"monumental portraits" of friends and ac­
quaintances, nudes of Modotti and sharp, pre­
cise photos of ordinary people, colonial archi­
tecture and spare landscapes. 

Haas observes Weston created these "hero­
ic" portraits by the technical innovation of 
aiming his Graphlex camera "slightly below 
eye level" to render their faces "sculpturally" 
in ways reminiscent of naturalistic statues of 
Mexico's pre-Columbia Olmec culture. She 
quotes Weston's biographer who observed 
"Mexico was (his) Paris." 

While "Viva Mexico" focuses on Weston 
and other American artists, a companion ex­
hibit, "Vida Y Drama: Modem Mexican 
Prints," provides a revealing contrast by ex­
ploring three decades of printmaking by 
Mexico's own artists. 

Weston once described his own work as an 
attempt to reveal "the very substance and 
quintessence of the thing itself." 

At its best, "Viva Mexico" lets viewers see 
Weston teaching himself to achieve this artis­
tic credo. 

~ 'August' lineup of ..., ........ '" s heads to Boston 
:JIROADWAY, from page 11 

:raymor, the Newton-bred theater artist who 
:Dnce worked at the American Repertory The­
litre, in Cambridge. 
: Here's a quick, chronological look at the 
'SeaSOn: 

"Fiddler on the Roof' (Nov. 3-15, Boston 
Opera House): Topol, star of the original mo­
tion picture, makes his farewell tour in the 
role of Tevye. 

"Avenue Q" (Nov. 7-22, Colonial The­
atre): A return engagement of the musical 
comedy about people and puppets living on a 
street in New York. It's firnny and just a little 
bit raunchy. Don't go if you think you'd be of­
fended by a scene of puppet sex. 

Mannheim Steamroller (Dec. 5, Colonial 
Theatre): Classical music and modem-<lay 
rock join forces in the unique sound of 
Mannheim Steammller. The group's Christ­
mas tour stops in Boston. 

"Mamma Mia!" (Colonial Theatre, Dec. 
15-27): The ultimate feel-good show returns 
with its score-ful of catchy ABBA songs. 

"In the Heights" (Boston Opera House, 
Jan. 12-24): The musical captures three days 
in a Dominican-American neighborhood in 
New York City. The musical explores ro­
.mance and the meaning of home with a 
score that includes hip-hop, salsa, merengue 
and soul music. 

"Dream girls" (Feb. 2-14, Colonial The­
atre): The rags-to-riches story of a 1960s 
Motown group got a kick from the recent 
motion picture hit. 

"Disney's The Lion King" (Feb. 16-
March 21, Boston Opera House): The Dis­
ney mega-hit, brought to life by director-de­
signer Julie Taymor's mind-boggling 
designs, returns to the Opera House. 
. "Cats" (April 13-18, Colonial Theatre): 
Jbe durable Andrew Lloyd Webber hit re­
-nuns. 
: "Young Frankenstein" (April 20-May 2) 
-Mel Brooks didn't quite recapture the magic 
:Of his "Producers" success, but his fans will 
=Surely flock to this musical version of one of 

his most beloved movies. 
"August: Osage CoIIll~lr" (May 4-16. 

Colonial Theatre): It the Steppen-
wolf Theater went on to 
Broadway where a huge hit A 
family reunites in with tense and 
hilarious consequences. and crit-
ics fell in love with its cbara,:-
ters and unflinching It won both a 

Tony and a Pulitzer. 
"Grease" (June 1-13, Boston Opera 

House): One of the great family musicals re­
turns with a score filled with fun songs. in­
cluding "Sununer Nights," "Greased Light­
nin'" and "We Go Together." 

For details on seasolI tickets, caI/866-523-
7469 or visit broadwayacrossamerica.com. 

should definitely VISit the 
Fenno Barn to check out 
"Farming Life in New Eng­
land." 

The restored late 1700s barn 
delivers on its promise to pro­
vide the "feel, sights, sounds" 
and, in particular, the smell of a 

working farm. An actual 
farmer's log chronicles a typi­
cal arduous summer's labors 
that included plowing, weed­
ing, harvesting anli carting 
goods to town withbut much 
respite. 

And anyone who thinks 
they're working too hard today 
might consider the w~ text that 
states in 183040 hours of human 
labor were required tp produce 
enough flour to make~ loaves 
of bread. Today, that ount can 
be produced in 40 min les. 

For Hood, "Farms, Families 
and Change" aims to help visi­
tors discover answers to two 
questions: Where d~ our food 
come from? and Why does New 
England look the wa it does? 

As a fascinating l/yproduct, 
the exhibit, like OSy itself, 
prompts VISitOrs tq wonder 
about bonds betw~n society 
and human values and if life 
has improved since wb've "pro­
gressed" from brick ovens to 
microwaves or from (amily sin­
galongs to iPods. 

"One of the cpmpelling 
things about Old Sturbridge 
Village and this exhibit is 
you're immersed in nature and 
life as it was lived then," says 
Hood. "You can hear the water 
rippling in the river, You can 
hear wind rustling I over the 
fields. You can leave complexi­
ty behind." 

r.-------------------------~ :H I §IIII ~ ~ m '!H II J :11) ~ a: I #!1 I J: 
I+CIIP 'M' Sm ~ -1 Ii"X - ~ Replace that rotted I 
: For A Ral" Day! ' SENIOR: leaking problem, I 
I ' DISCOUNT' now for Summer. I 
I '- - - - -' We can fit any size: I 
I flat or sloped I 
I foundations. I 
: We do full dlgouts! I 
FREE ESTIMATES· 781-801-4900 I I 

~--------~----------- I 

Boslon . Newton . Norwell . Marblehead 

Classes begin September 8 

6 t 7.456.6263 
school@bostonballet.com 

bostonballet.org/school 

'THE PROPOSAl.' IS 
WITHOUT QU"TION 

THE YEAR'S BEST 
COMEDY." -­H.'LYW •• O."'" 

"OUTRAGEOUS 
AND LOADED 

WITH LAUGHS 
GALORE." 

"HYSTERICAL! 
SANDRA 

BULLOCK 
AND RYAN 
REYNOLDS 

ARE 
A MATCH 
MADE IN 
COMEDY 
HEAVENr 

.... -"""""" ..... 

RYAN 
REYNOLDS 

STARTS FRIDAY, JUNE 19 
For Theatres and Showtlmea: Check local i i 
or Text PROP with ZIP CODE to 43KIX 

or visit ProposaIMovi".co,m 
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To advertise your Retail or Real Estate 
business in the Aliston.Brighton TAB 

or one o/the other award-winning 
Eastern Massachusetts Community 

Newspaper Company papers: 

CONTACT 

Retail Advertiser 
Ann Farrell 

7811433-8272 

Real Estate Advertiser 
Ed Siegal 

781/433-8253 
- <;9MMUNITY 
lliillJ] ~~~ER 

_E'YOUR 
JACK BLACK MICHAEL CERA 

-A SUMMER MOVIE 
THAT HAS 

EvERYTHING -
14o,,.,rrOP THRILLS, LAUGHS, 

AND TOP TIER ACTING.w 
~1t--. ~ aTOHI' 

"**** A THR/LUNO JOy RIDE." 
M~ NY"""''-

NOW PLAYING 
CHECK lOCAL USTlNOS FOR THeATERS AND SHOwnMES 

8OI'IRY, NO PASSES ACCEPTWD #'OR THIS ENC'lAOSfEHT 

f) 
~. 

Clean? 
Hosing off your driveway or sidewalk sends dirt. motor 
all, fertlllzer. and animal waste into OUI rivers-
the very water we drink. So please, sweep Instead of 
hosing. Limit yow fertilizer use and avoid applying it 
before a rainy day. Take tare when changing your 
motor all. And tidy up after your pets. 

Your rivers are doser than you think-
thanks for keeplng them clean. 

To find out more go to 
rlwrmwt.org. " RlverSmart 
SUppomdby 

D 
Be IlVerSmart about thinp you do lit home. A ..... __ - ... _ ... 

ii 
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AIIHf MOVlfS 
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There he answers an employ­
ment ad labeled "Departures," 
thinking it has sbmething to do 
with travel or tqurism. But the 
empty caskets lining the walls of 
the little shop run by the wise old 
Sasaki (Tsutomu Yamazaki) and 
his assistant Kamimura (Kimiko 
Yo) tell a different story. 

Thrns out the people doing the 
departing are the recently de­
ceased and it would be Oaigo's 
job to help send them on their 
way by participating in the an­
cient ritual of encoffination, a 
ceremony in which the bodies 
are meticulously prepared for 
cremation. 

Celebrate al'lival 
f'Departures' 

At first, the undressing and 
dressing of the corpse, the mas­
saging of the skin, the stroking 
of the hair and the final applica­
tion of makeup seems rather 
gruesome, both to Daigo and the 
audience. EventuaUy, though, 
both come to see the ceremony 
as a thing of incredible beauty 
and spiritual enlightenment, as 
Takita removes all the fear and 
negativity associated with death 
and places the dread where it be­
longs: on the living. 

In his eyes, and those of 
screenwriter Kundo Koyama, 
the only tragedy in death is when 
it follows a life cloaked in guilt 
and missed opportunities - in 
other words, a life like Oaigo's. Departures (A-) 

""r""!o here's nothing death-
defying in "Depar­
tures," but there is 

in its well-orchestrated 

in nearly every scene of Yojiro 
Takita's gorgeously rendered ex­
amination of life after death. 
And what's so impressive about 
Motoki's performance is how 
much of it is intemalized. 

lived a rich, rewarding life. 
It's the perfect overture for a 

tale about a man who has for too 
long denied himself such a life; 
largely due to the guilt he's feel­
ing over the losses of his mother 
to the grim reaper and his father 
to a sexy waitress when he was 5 
years old. 

There's a certain predictability 
to ''Departures'' (in Japanese 
with English subtitles) that pre­
vents it from being everything it 
could be. But the thing is so ex­
quisitely beautiful, and so dog­
gone funny and moving, it's im­
possible not to love it. 

/movements to bring life and 
into harmony. 

REVIEWS 

In Japanese with English sub­
titles, it hums along, largely on 
the strength of a terrific lead per­
formance by Masahiro Motoki 
as a cellist forced unexpectedly 
into a career playing second fid­
dle to II funenll director. 

Like a Far East Chaplin, he's 
able to effortlessly condense 
reams of dialogue into a single 
expression or pratfall. And while 
Yo-Yo Ma has nothing to worry 
about, Motoki proves just 
enough of a virtuoso to he COD­

vincing as a cellist. 
Hear tell, he played every sin­

gle note live. And what beautiful 
notes they are, all part of a 
haunting sCore by Joe Hisaishi 
that accentuates the mownful 
tones of an instrument synony­
mous with sadness and longing. 

They are the driving forces 
behind his obsession with mak­
ing himself a success as a profes­
sional musician. So imagine 
how he feels when even that is 
taken from him after a sour 
economy forces the dissolution 
of the Tokyo orchestra he just 
joined. 

Just ask the voters at theAcad­
emy of Motion Pictures Arts and 
Sciences who, in a huge upset, 
selected ''Departures'' the hest 
foreign-language fibn of 2008. 
Thms out they weren't so far off 
the mark 0 still say ' 'Waltz With 
Bashir" was robbed) when they 
threw their support behind a film 
that, despite its overt sentimen­
tality, exposes some marvelous 
truths about life, death and the 
fickleness of fate. And does so 
with a Iife-affinning zest that's ... 
well ... to die for. 

Best described as Japan's ver­
.sion of Marl< Wahlberg, the for­
mer teenage pop idol makes in­
dustrious use of his musical 
background to prove he's also 
one helluva an actor. 

Good thing, too, because he's 

Yet, the first time we bear Mo­
toki's Oaigo Kobayashi per­
fonn. he's playing Beethoven's 
9th, aka "Ode to Joy," a celebra­
tory piece that stirringly encap­
sulates the ecstasy of having 

Devastated and suddenly 
broke, Oaigo and his younger, 
naive wife, Mika (an adorable 
Ryoko Hirosue), pack up and 
bead back to Oaigo's boyhood 
home inside a fonner pub in the 
picturesque town of Yamagata, 
situated in the mountainous 
northeast region of Japan. 

Rated PG-J3. "Departures" 
contains material of an adult 
theme. 

... ... ......... . ................................................... _ ........................................................................ .. 

A bit of a train wreck 
TbeTaking 

of Pelham 1 23 
(C) 

T he surruner movie season has been 
brutal on big-name stars, with 
everyone from Hugh Jackman and 

Tom Hanks to Will Fenell and Eddie Mur­
phy failing to meet expectations at the box 
office. 

They've been wx:eremoniously usurped 
by no-names like Chris Pine, Zachary Quin­
to, Bradley Cooper, Ed Helms and an elderly 
gent named Ed Asner, wbo hasn't enjoyed 
widespread fame in more than 30 years. 

What that says to me is that audiences are 
tired of the same old, same old. They are in 
essence demanding a radical changing of the 
guard; just like they did in November, when 
they voted a relatively unknown novice their 
44th president 

1his, of course, does not bode well for a 
couple of warborses like Denzel Washing­
ton and Jobo Travolta, who've unwisely in­
vested their rustic talents in a remake of a 
film released when the parents of today's 
prime movie-goers had not yet reached pu­
berty. 

That's not to say that ''The Taking of Pel­
ham 123" is passe, but the 1974 version was 
very much a movie of its time, effectively 
using New YOlk City's moral, political and 
economic bankruptcy as a comedic foil in a 
tale about the hijacking of a subway train. 

It also benefited from the presence of two 
of Hollywood's all-time greats in Walter 
Matthau and Robert Sbaw, whose clever 
games of cat-and-mouse effectively built to a 
slow boil under the no-frills direction of 
Joseph Sargent 

This neWtt, louder, hyper-kinetic version 
from Tony Scott ('"fop Gun," ''Crimson 
TIde") also benefits from·the presence of two 
Hollywood greats, but the updated script by 
Oscar-winner Brian Helgeland ("LA. Confi­
dential'') fails miserably at creating laughs 
and buildin tension. 

It's basically two disparate guys (one a hi­
jacker, the other a subway dispatcher) ex­
changing bland, unrealistic dialogue from 
two remote claustrophobic locations (a sub­
way car and dispatch center), with only the 
occasional car crash or gunfire intetnJpting 
the monotony. 

Neither actor is cast well, either, with Tra· 
volta failing to evoke half the menace Shaw 

this remake of "The Taking of Pelham 12 3" was a bad choleelor Donzel Washington. The 
whole thing feels dated. 

did as a maniacal criminal motivated by 
something more than mere money, and 
Washington unable to summon the chann 
and the wit ofMatthau's curmudgeonly bero. 

Yet both remain watchable, even entertain­
ing at times; but never enough to fill the gaps 
in a script too clever for its own good, espe­
cially in the decision to delve deep into the 
backgrounds of Travolta's Ryder and Wash­
ington's Walter Garber. 

In some ways the added depth is good, but 
it robs the supporting players of opportunities 
to make their characters anything more than 
one-note window dressing. Which is the case 
for James Gandolfini as the city's image-ron­
scious mayor and John Turturro as the police 
depanment's hostage negotiator. 

Both are welcome faces, and arguably the 
film's two best actors, but why are they here? 
Turturro mostly stands around while Denzel's 
Walter does all the negotiating, and Gandolfi­
ni offers none of the parody Lee Wallace pro­
vided back in 1974 in lambasting the disas­
trous tenure of then-mayor Abe Beame. 

Nor are Ryder's three accomplices as fully 
developed as they were in the original, func· 
tioning here as little more than bullet recepta­
cles, and that includes the usually reliable 
Luis Guzman. 

Still, it's the stuff Scott has added (digital 

readouts, Google Earth, wifi and laptops) that 
detract most It's all part of a grand plan to 
make the tale hip enough for today's more 
"sophisticated" audiences, who Scott seems 
to think like their thrillers to include wina­
tion, references to butt models and clever 
phrases like "bung hole" and ' 'bad penny." 
Bad peony? 

Most annoying is the decision to make 
Travolta's character a fonner Wall Street 
titan (Shaw was merely a mercenary) 
brought to his knees by the justice system. It 
certainly gives Ryder a revenge motive, but it 
also allows Helgeland to dot his script with 
all sorts of lame financial euphemisms, like 
referring to the hostages as commodities. 

The background simply doesn't fit the 
character. Same for Washington, whose Wal­
ter rose from flagman to train operator to 
bead of acquisitions before allegedly throw­
ing it all away by taking a bribe. 

Scott and Helgeland further undermine 
their flick by unsuccessfully trying to frame it 
as a catholic allegory, rife with guilt com­
plexes and pleas for redemption. 

The irony, of course, is that there 's not all 
that much in "Pelham" that's redemptive. It's 
beyond saving. 

Rated R. "The Taking of Pelham 1 2 3" 
contains violence and pelVasive language. 
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Tel'me: 
Secret jewel in Tuscany offers 
thermal springs and chann 

By Gail Spector 
GATEtlOUSE NEWS SERVICE 

CIllANOANO TERME, ltaly­
Tuscany serves up savory 
wines, breathtaking vistas, 
world;:lass art and mouthwa­
tering cuisine. 

But MIa1 visitors also should 
not miss i<; a visit to one of the 
area's spa towns. AspecialjeweI. 
tucked away in a pocket about 43 
miles south of Siena. i<; the small 
municipality of Otianciano, as 
plentiful with welcoming hosts as 
it i<; with tbennal spring waler -
it's a friendly and healthy place. 

Italians have been visiting this 
little hill town for years, which 
explains the multitude ofhoteis, 
inns and bed and breakfasts 
that blend into the climbing 
streets. While just 7,000 people 
call Orlanciano home, the popu­
lation doubles May through Oc­
tober, when Europeans most 
like to visit the region. 

The town itself dates hack to 
the 5th century B.c., when the 

, Etruscans built a temple dedi­
cated to the god of good health. 

, Residents of the town prondly 
talk of the legends of their 
bathing pools filled with local 
water whose curative powers 
made the place a popular desti­
nation in the Roman times. The 
Roman poet Horace heightened 
the fame of the thermal waters 
when he wrote of visiting them 
in the 1st century B.c., upon the 
advice of a physician, and claim­
ing he was cured. 

The waters continue to be in­
tegral to the region, and perhaps 
the biggest draw today for 0Ii­
anciano i<; the thermal spring 
spa Terme Sensoriali di Orlan-

: ciano. On the grounds of the 
. green and luscious park called 
Parco TermaiLdei Acqua Santa, 
the privately owned spa's treat­
ments focus on the five Greek 
classical elements of nature -

. water, air, ether, fire and earth. 
VIsitors can select from a 

: menu offour itineraries, each of 
: which lays out a Jist of stations to 

follow according to your own 
preference. If the goal of your 
visit i<; to purify, you can walk on 
a path of river rocks through al­
ternating hot and cold water jets 
(and treat vascular problems as 
an added bonus), and follow 
that with a relaxing bath with 
hydro massage. If you'd prefer 
to relax or rebalance, your next 
stop after the river walk i<; the 
"emotional showers": hotlcold 
water followed by perfwned 
water jets in soothing color 
schemes. A Turki<;h bath StinlU­
lates metabolism, while a color 
and music therapy room rebal­
ances psychophysical and ener­
gy rebalance. (OK, even if you're 
a little skeptical about the rebal­
ancing part, sitting in a peaceful 
room listening to gentle music is 
not such a bad experience.) 

Then there's the water you 
drink, touted to serve several 
physical purposes. Surfacing 
from different springs, the 
room-temperature waler treats 
kidney, liver and intestinal prob­
lems, according to therapi'lts. 
And the water packed into the 
spa's mud baths i<; effective min­
i<;tering to cardiovascular prob­
lems, or so the spa claims. 

If you're the type who likes to 
throw on a bathro.be and head 
down to the spa for a day of 
pampering, Admiral Palace 
Hotel in Orlanciano might be 
better suited for you. The botel's 
Oasi Four Roses spa features a 
variety of treatments not often 
found in mainstream American 
spas. A "Rose of the Desert" 
treatment, for example, in­
volves four 10-minute applica­
tions of compounds, each based 
on a different product, such as 
clay, sea mud, paraffin or unsat­
urated oils. The therapi<;t ap­
plies the mixture to the ab­
domen, lets it sit foJ' 10 minutes 
and washes it off with a jet 
stream shower. lbis sort of 
treatment is said to reduce 
swelling in the abdomen. Other 
treatments include anti-aging 

......... -
MAINE 

FOUR SPECTACUUR MAUlE WAnRFlIOIIT LOCATIDIIS 
Romantic hideaways, schooner sailing, IObstering. golf, tennIs or just hanging out at the 
pool or on the beach. Affordable Packages Availa Ie. 

MIGISHOTELGROUP.COM 

POUlT SEBAGO RESORT • 
Point SebaQo Resort Award winning 775·Acre family resort on one mile of sandy 
beach on pristine Sebago Lake. Entertainment. Free children's programs. Marina. Boat 
Rentals . Tennis. Dining. Golf Course. Weekend Specials and Gall Pkgs. Fami ly 
Vacation weeks fr $149/0gt inc lodging, activities, and more. Only 2.5 hrs from 
Boston. Specials at: www.pointsebago.com1-800-769-5334. 

THE BETHEL III RESORT 
"The Bethel Inn Resort" Maine's Premier Four Season Resort $99 3 day/ 2 night Stay 
& Dine Getaways with FREE unlimited Golf l Country elegant resort accommodations, a 
four course dinner, hearty breakfast daily and over 200 acres of resort activities, 18 
hole championship golf course, health club, spa services, and lake touse acttvities. 
$99 per person/night. Two night stay required, Ask about Golf School VacatKins. 
(800)654-0125, belhellnn.com 

TIlE BEACH _ til 
located on the water's edge, The Beach house is a luxurious seaside retreat. . and a 
perfect location to enjoy expansive views of the Atlantic Ocean. A hearty continental 
breakfast and afternoon lea is served daily with our compliments. BIkes and beach 
chairs available. May Special - book 3 nights and get the 4th night free when you 
mention the code TRAVEl. www.beachhseinn.com 207-967-3850 

PHOTO BY OONNA FRANCA TOURS 

luxurious Grand Admlrai Palace Hotel features an excellent 
rt=:~~ a barllounge, above, with several specialty cocktails, 
" staff, comfortable rooms, an outdoor swimming pool and 
I"ruen, four conference rooms, a wellness and beauty center, and a 

garden overlooking the enchanting town of Chlanciano Tenne, 

17 choices of massages, 
and inunersion in a dry salt bath 
t regulate body hydration. 

Those looking for an even 
medicinal experience 
choose Terme di Mon­

tJjpl.ilcilIllO, less than two miles 
the road from QIiandano 

Mootepulciano. The 44-year-

old spa, which sits on top of sul­
furous and salsobromic waters, 
i<; a regular medical stop for Eu­
ropean patients with respiratory 
and rheumatic illnesses and skin 
infections. European health in­
surance covers treatments for 
Europeans - in some cases up to 
12 days at a time - hence the 
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popularity of the vacation spot. 
One brave visitor who tried the 
nasal inhalation for a few min­
utes said she was able to breathe 
clearer than she had in months. 

All !hi<; relaxing stimulates the 
appetite and Montepulciano has 
no shortage of charmingrestau­
rants. Try I.e Logge Del VIgnola, 
which serves traditional mstic 
Thscan fare prepared by a chef 
not afraid to experiment with 
surprising flavor combinations 
to delight the palate - basil ice 
cream is a must. 

If you haven't had too much 
vino at lunch - or even if you 
have - don't miss a wine tasting 
at Cantucci in Montepulciano 
where proprietor Adamo will be 
proud to show you how he 
stores his VIDo Nobile di Mon­
tepulciano (a red wine made 
with grapes grown in the re­
gion) and let you sample his 
product; all foUl' viotages: two, 
three, four and five years old. 
Try them all with the crusted 
bread and olive oil; you might be 
surprised by which you prefer. 

Italy is an ideal location for de­
stressing, and the cobblestone­
tread roads of Montepulciano 
are made for fine-tuning your 

senses. Each n~w pathway offeri; 
a different angle, a fresh view, a 
new photo, each causing you to 
gaze in disbelief at the beautY 
that i<; Italy. Each shop promisef; 
fabrics and le~ther that practi' 
ca1ly jump inlll your hands. Be 
Wdl1led that restraining yourselr 
i<;n't easy. The allure of a leather 
handbag with a red suede ~ 
made me late for lunch. 

There's one more don't-miss 
stop while you are in this part of 
the country: Pwazzo Bandino in 
OIianciano for dinoer. Run by 
the Valeriani family for six gen­
erations, the farnYwinery pro­
duces 40,000 bottles of wine a 
year - both Vmo Nobile and QU­
anti - rents apartments and 
serves occasional dinners. 
Marta, the graqious 7th genera­
tion hostess, e"l'Jains the lbscail 
cooking philosophy of "donl 
throw anything away,' as she 
describes a menu that includes 
the Thscan favorite: ribollita (the 
literal translation is reboiled), a 
thick soup made with beans, 
cabbage and stale bread. 

Youll return home from youl' 
vacation rested, relaxed an(l 
ready to try your hand at ma.k;­
ing your own ribollita. 

you gO ... GmlNG 11IERE: A1itafl8 (www.alitalia.com) flies to Rome .. FIonIIce, 
and from there you can rent or hire a car, or take a train to the CIIiu­
ciano train station_ 

lOURING 11IERE: Booking a visit through Donna Franca .... 01 .... 
(800-225-6290; www.donnafranca.com) is an easy Wtf'/ to take care 01 all your IIIId am III 
ments. Donna Franca Franzaroli, a Tuscan homeowner henelf, !ems to share her deIIPI in the 
land, art, people, wine and food. You'll end up in some oIf-the-beaten path art gaIIe/y tIIaI ,.,. 
never would have known was there, or maybe she'll sOOw you around her own n .......... t vila. 
Franca's Spa and Wellness Vacation pacIIage is six days,1Ive nIgIds, and is "dllilMd for u.o. 
who wish to lose weight and tone up wilile still enjoying delicious Med~n ~ .. at_ 
0I1taIy's most popular spa destinations." lbe package includes transfers from ~ to CIj. 
anciallO Terme, five nichls at the Admiral Palace Hotel, breakfast and dinner...." entrance to 
the Wellness and Beauty Center at the Admiral Palace Hotel, and _11reatmenb ill the ..... 
The starting price is $1,599 per person (based on double occupancy). 

STAYING 11IERE: lbe Admiral Place Grand Hotel in Chianciano . 
(www.admiralpalace.ltIing/hotel.php) is a modem and very comfortable, four-star hotel willi. 
restaurant and bar_ For altematiYe accommodations, consider a fannhouse hoIidaJ. PaIuJiD 
Bandino is a nice vacation spot for a romantic getaway - the kind where you ....., ..... to .. 
cape the city scene and just enjoy the sounds 01 quiet in the country, wHh great foOd .. wIae 
(gabrielvalierani@Hbero.it; +390578.611991. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: VISit www.chlancianotenae.comIen 

lEI EBlJI.POIIT, MAINE 
~~l~:~:,~~I'A'f:.~~~I.~in world famou s Kennebunkport , ME on the shores of the 
K_I luxury rooms wlfireplaces & spa lubs. Free WiFi. On the troUey 

__ ",: ___ ._. __ .. , .......... _ 12 & under stay Free. Getaway Romance Pkgs. 1.5 hrs fr 
rms start at $149/ngt Specials at: www.nonantumresort_com 1-

WESTI:RN MAiNE 

the foothills of the Whtte Mountains offers lake view rooms & 
C. onpllimentilY boat slip. Continual breakfast & summer specials available. 

':'I ;;f,;cij,i,-;;;;;~,;tin~.:'c;c;;;;olor illuminate the lake & capture tour soul 207-925-

CAPE COD 

co~'~;~~!t!~~~I;\~I~~;;~~;:Ja;.~~u~Jr~~e.n~:.,;v:al~t~ed , full service AAA '" hotel is centrally ~ area attracllons Including the HyanniS 
Cod beaches. large indoor swimming 

'~_,c:"~_ ,, ~I.:r~e:e wireless high-speed Internet. 
il I Kids eat Free! I·SOO·HOLIDAY 

convenient, central location is yours at the Radisson Hotel 
and comfortable rooms feature Steep Number Beds & free 

-,_-~-,,-:_.c:: service. Rates include complimentary access to the 
Rlness Center featuring huge cardio deck, weights 

room. Enjoy our award winning Brick Oven piua in the 
Full Breakfast is available 508-771-1700 or www.radis-

MASSACHUSETTS 

SOUTH SHORE 

'THE ClARION NANTASKET BEACH RESORT HOTEL & SPA' 
The Clarion Nantaskel Beach Resort Holel & Spa is pleased to welcome you and your 
family this Summer With our indoor pool, The Sand Dollar Spa, Raffael's Restaurant 
and Oceanfront locatIOn· you can save time, money, gas and still enjoy a wonderful get­
away EnlOY sparkling water views. in· room whirlpool tubs and fireplaces, unparalleled 
hospitality and spectacular sunrises over Nantasket Beach. II's time to book your sum­
mer getaway With us and enjoy our 3, 4, & 5 Night Packages or ladies Quick Escape Spa 
Getaway Package Based on avai lability restrictions may apply, GaI17S1-925-4500 for 
details www.nantasketbeachholel.com 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

JACKSON 

EAGLE MOUNTAIN HOUSE & GOLF CLUB 
Yes you can! Storyland VacatIOn! Superior Accommodations fQr 2 Adults and 2 
Children for two nights. Full Country Breakfast, special family dinner each night, 
Storyland TIckets and green fees at our Golf Course. Includes use Of our heated pool, 
tennis court, jacuzzi. sauna. exercise facility and game room for only $499 AAA··· 
800-966-5779 www_eaglemtcom 

NORTH CONWAY/JACKSON -----_ ..... 
PURITY SPRING RESORT· THE PERFECT ALL·INCLUSIVE FAMILY VACATION IN ItHI 
Enjoy 1,000 acres of lakeside adventure in the White Mtnst Family friendly meats & 
lodging, hiking, kayaking , biking, sandy beaches, waterskiing , ~udubon Wildlife 
Sanctuary, indoor pool. weekly lobster bakes! Sl 30/adultJdo. $44/jr t tax/grat. 
www.purityspringltravel 1-800-373-3754 

,-
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13righton teachers 
.' • 

et Teachers as Artists grat1t 
• • • 

By Hannah McBride 
CORRESPONDENT 

: "Look at how luscious that 
pot is - it feels like a womb or 
something." Virginia Kropas, 
art teacher at Brighton High 
School, pored over pictures of 
basketball-sized coiled pots 
with walls only a half-inch 
thick. 

Kropas. along with Karyn 
Brotman, art teacher at Horace 
Mann School for the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing, earned grants 
to travel and learn about unusu­
al art forms and techniques this 
summer through a Boston Arts 
Academy initiative. 

Teachers as Artists, started 
three years ago, awards Boston 
Public School teachers a $5,000 
grant to gain experience in and 
master techniques that interest 
them, then bring their art 
knowledge back to the class­
room. 

A panel of arts and education 
advocates judge the applica­
tions through a blind selection 
process, said Nicole Pre­
fontaine, TAA program coordi­
nator. This year, eight teachers 
earned awards to travel as far 
away as Italy and Serbia. 

Kropas will travel for three 
weeks around the Southwest 
learning ancient techniques for 
hand-fashioned pottery. She 
said when she was young, Na­
tive American art and culture 
captured her imagination. 

As a girl, her mother gave her 
a book of Native American 
folktales and a traditional katsi­
na doll. Now Kropas collects 
them. 

"My mother, she saw it in 
me," Kropas said. Her parents 
enrolled her in weekly art class­
es and paid for lessons as she 
got older. 

Kropas' trip will take her first 
to a Hopi reservation in Arizona 
to dig clay out of the hillside, 
mix paints from plants and min-

"I'm psyched to do that - , 
haven't done coil pots in 30 
years," she said. "I'll need all 
the practice' can get." 

Part of the experience will in­
clude living on the reservation 
with a woman descended from 
a famous Hopi potter, Nameyo. 
Kropas said has been to the area 
before and survived on mostly 
com and mutton stew. 

"It's all so cool to me that 
they've survived there for a 
thousand years," she said. "It's 
all kind of one thing to me: eat­
ing the food, touching a wall 
that 's a thousand years old." 

Kropas, who didn't have reg­
ular art classes in grade school, 
took it every year in high 
school. She fell into teaching art 
at the high school level after 
finishing up college. Her no­
nonsense attitude works well 
with teenagers. 

''My professor told me that 

you enjoy teaching at the level 
you enjoyed learning at," she 
said. 

Kropas said her students, 
most of whom haven' t had 
much art experience since grade 
school, learn about composition 
and personal storytelling 
through art in her class. Right 
now, her beginning art students 
are creating pieces about a spe­
cific and emotional moment in 
their lives. 

"Once they have the confi­
dence, they'll trust me the next 
time to do something they never 
thought possible," she said. 
"It's astonishing and they're as­
tonished, too." 

After her trip, Kropas said she 
hopes to incorporate more 
facets of Native American tradi­
tions concerning nature, 
mythology and storytelling into 
her curriculum: "It 's just such a 
different perspective from the 
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Western perspective." 

Karyn Brotman 
In Karyn Brotman's class­

room, four first-and second­
grade students - each with a 
cochlear implant, a black disk 
about the size of a quarter at­
tached to their scalp just behind 
their ears - draw and color. 

Brotman, art teacher at Ho­
race Mann, signs to ask about 
what they are making. One stu­
dent with a blue and orange mo­
hawk asks her how to spell "spi­
der web," to label his picture 
featuring a black, many-legged 
insect. She signs each letter 
while he carefully writes in 
black-colored pencil at the top 
of the page. 

Brotman decided to stick 
closer to home - in July she 
will take a weeklong colrrse on 
making artists' books at Ben­
nington College in Vermont. 

"It's both to enrich m5 and to 
give me a breather," she said 
''This particular experiJnce is 
really for me able to focus only 
on this - not on grocery shop­
ping or walking the dog or any­
thing." 

Brotman, who signs and 
speaks with her students rang­
ing from prekindergarten to 
high school, said she toyed with 
the grant a few years ago and 
stumbled upon the artists' books 
summer workshop through the 
Massachusetts College of Art 
and Design. 

' 'This feels like a new entry­
way into the whole area - I 
don't know where it's going to 
go," she said. 

Brotman hopes to bring the 
nonlinear way of storytelling 
back to her classroom in some 
form in the fall. She has started 
sketches and papierrm§che 
work on an onion-shaped artist 
book. 

'" don't expect to sell pieces 
for millions of dollars, although 
it would be nice," she said. - erals, hand-pinch pots and fire 

them in sheep manure. Then she 
will travel onto New Mexico 
and Colorado to learn about tra­
ditional animal figurines and 
ancient coil pot techniques. 

Karyn Brotman, 8 teacher at the Horace Mann! 
Brighton teachers to receive a Teachers as 

for the Deal and Hard of Hearing, worl<s In her Watertown studio. She Is one of two 
grant for summer study. 

Both teachers will share their 
art and travel experiences with 
the other fellows at the annual 
Teachers As Artists symposium 
in September. 

JIMMY FUND 

MTIlBT_ 

* * * SATURDAY, JULY 18 * 
ULTIMATE 
FAN EXPERIEN4CE 
A {Jay of activities, contest~, and tours at Fenwar Park! 

visit JimmyFundF antasyOay,:org 

~ DANA-FARBER 
, _ CANCER IN S TITUTE You don't have to be 
_ The 
"',7 JmunyFund' 

a doctor to cure cancer,'" 

MAKE A splASH 
FOR CANCER RE~;EARCH 

MAKING WAVES TO FIGHT CANCER 

JULY 17 
BOSTON HARBOR 

JULY 18 
NANTASKET BEAC ~ 

Support a swimmer or register today! 

SwimAcrossAmerica.org 
To benefit the David B. Perini, Jr. Quality of Life Clinic at Dana-Farber Irstitute 

Mayoral candidates focus 
on charter schools 

By David ErtIschek 
STAFF WRITER 

Parents, staff and politicians all 
agree that Boston's education sys­
tem needs improvement With an 
eye on improving MCAS scores, 
getting a 1arger piece of education 
stimulus dollars and mosi impor­
tantly, giving students better educa­
tion< - there is a lot of public de­
bate about how to improve schools. 

Charter schools are the hot idea 
right now. 1bere are many charter 
schools in Boston and around the 
state that have outperformed their 
non-<:hartercounterparts. Support­
ers of charter schools cite extend­
ed days, extended hours, autono­
my for budgets and the ability to 
be more innovative as to why 
charters are doing better than 
some noncharters. 

Also, a lot of education funds, 
through the federal stimulus plan, 
have been eannarked for charter 
schools. 

Evidence of charters' popularity 
can be seen at the Edward Brooke 
Charter School in Roslindale. 
With fewer than 200 seats, there 
were more than 1,000 students ap­
plying for those seats last fall . 

Charter schools are separate 
from municipality schools and 0p­

erate their staff and budgets au­
tonomousJy, which allows formore 
flexibility. creativity and innova­
tion, said supponers of charters. 

As an example of creativity, 
mayoral candidate and At-Large 
City Councilor Sam Yoon said one 
charter school he visited allots 30 
minutes a day for violin lessons. 

But presently, the state allows 
only 9 percent of a municipality's 
education budget to be spent on 
charter schools, although that per­
centage can be altered through a 
home-rule petition. 

Fewer than 3 percent of students 
in the state attend charter schools. 

Yoon was the first of the four 
mayoral candidates to suggest that 
the 9 percent cap be raised. He'd 
like to see it go up to 20 percent for 
charter schools that have already 
been proven as a success. Yoon 
would also like the 9 percent cap 

to remain for new charters as 
working charters are moved into 
the 20 percent cap. In total, Yoon 
would like to see up to 29 percent 
of Boston's educational budget be 
allotted to charter schools. 

Despite his longstanding point­
of-view to not raise the cap on 
charter schools, Mayor Thomas 
Menino recently changed his 
stance and is asking the legislature 
to raise the cap. But Menino 
would like to see in-district charter 
schools have similar autonomous 
abilities, but the School Commit­
tee would establish the schools. 

Menino's plan would also allow 
staffs to unionize, but no union ap­
proval would be needed to create 
the schools. Currently some char­
ter schools are unionized, while 
others are nol. 

At-Large City Councilor and 
mayoral candidate Michael Ra­
herty would also like to see the 9 
percent cap raised. And like his op­
ponents, Raherty acknowledges 
that increasing the amount of char­
ter schools will not solve Boston's 
education program. Raherty's 
three children attend a BPS school 
in Don:hester, while Yoon's chil­
dren attend a BPS pilot school. 

Pilot schools were created in 
Boston to mimic charter schools, 
but are still under the guide of the 
BPS system. But pilot school 
staffs have more autonomy similar 
to charter schools. 

1be lone mayoral candidate 
against lifting the cap is Kevin 
McCrea: 'The whole reason they 
were brought into place was to be 
experimental schools to try differ­
ent things, and then take those 
things that worked and bring them 
into the school system." 

McCrea said things like longer 
school days, and accountability 
for students and teachers, im­
prove an education system. But 
McCrea added it's hard to expect 
teachers to work longer hours 
without more pay. 

"Charters are another way of 
stratifying the education system," 
said McCrea. ''Right now we have 
the rich sending their kids to pri-

vate school, the upper middle class 
go to parnchial or private schools, 
and then try to get their kids into 
Boston Latin School . . . 1be 
whole point of the publiq school 
system in America was to raise the 
bar for everyone. Just exPaoctmg 
the number of charter scIlooIs ... 
you're still leaving a vast amount 
of students in schools that you're 
tacitly saying are failing." 

At-Large City Councilor Joim 
Connolly, the chairman of the City 
Council's Education Committee, 
is a big proponent of charter 
schools, especially because be 
taught at the Renaissance iCharter 
School in Hyde Park. Like most 
people, Connolly said that creat­
ing more charter schools isn't the 
only way to improve the

l 
Boston 

education system. 
''Charters have nothing to do 

with why we have a 65 1 pei'cent 
graduation rate in BPS and 55 un­
derperforming schools in BPS. 
Charters didn't cause trult,,, said 
Connolly. 

Connolly also said thereis ''mis­
direction" about how BPS loses 
funds wben a student goes to a 
charter school. '1'he mohey fol­
lows the child," said Connolly. 

Yoon explained that funding 
decreases in 20 percent allot­
ments during a period of five 
years to a school that lost a stu­
dent to a charter. So money is still 
at that BPS school. 

Everyone interviewed.pout this 
topic suggested that what may 
work for one student may not work 
for another, so swilching to more 
charter or pilot schools may not 
work. Also, some charter schools 
have been shut down by the state 
for not meeting expectatipns. 

"My position is that' 'ove the 
BPS. 'don't think the discussion 
of charter schools has to be an in­
dictment of BPS. Quite frankly, , 
get tired of hearing people 
putting down the BPS. Yes, there 
are tons of problems like any 
urban school district I... We 
know there are problems, but 
there are just as lIUUly sudcesses if 
not more." I 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

Discover a u e Recession-proof 
Inca p nun- . 

Iling 0 e overnment 
Last year more than $47 billion in contracts were not awarded becausfJ no one claimed 
them! Create a whole new career these contracts and getting paid BIG by the US. governmeft.,. 

credit, and how to ensure you get 

FRED STEINBERG 
FOUNDER, THE B2G INSTITUTE 

The federal government will spend 
upwards of $1 trillion on contracts 
and awards in 2009 bolstered by 
President Obama's American 
Recovery and Investment Act. 

WHAT MOST BUSINESS 
OWNERS DON'T KNOW 
COULD MAKE YOU 

contracts don't connect 
other. 

:~ by~~~~~;,thin 30 B2G Graduates Report 
THE BUSINESS OF SELLING 
TO THE GOVERNMENT IS THE 
HOTTEST BUSINESS TODAY. 
FIND OIJT HOW TO BEGIN. 
There's never been a bener time to 
take control of your professional, 
personal, and financial destiny. 
Don't wait until you're the next 
to be laid off. Start acting now to 
ensure you and your family are 
financially bulletproof in today's 
economy. 

Learn how you can know when the 
contracts will be available AND 
discover how to build a network of 
product suppliers that you can tap 
to fill the contracts. 

The workshop is free. So you have 
nothing to lose and a world of 
opportunity to gain. 

Discover How To: 

• Bid for contracts in three 
basic steps 

Phenomenal Results Doing 
Business With The Federal 

Government! 
"We received our first award. Over $3CO,OOOItt 

Easiest money I ever made. " 
- Amy McDonald, IN 

"We have been awarded a bid totaling I 
$111,495." 

- Barry Smith, GA 

"We received our first U.S. govemment 
contract for $56, 199. " 

- Dana Carnes, CA 

"We have won two federal contracts. We went 
successful wit~in the month. " 

- Shawn Moriarty, DC 

"Just 13 months after the 82G training, we 
have four contracts worth $2.2 million. " 

- Rocky Gonzalez, AZ 

., 

. , 

'. 

As a business owner or someone 
looking for a recession-proof 
business concept, this is a truly 
colossal opportunity. 

Last yea~ for example, $47 
could not be awarded bealljse 
small businesses they were ; 
for never knew, or simply 
know how to find them. 

• Skyrocket your chances 
for success by bidding 
on contracts with no 
competition 

"A $78,000 award on my first bid, in less than 
two weeks after attending class!" 

I ~ 

This year you can start to create 
sizeable income by filling unclaimed 
contracts for the U.S. government ­
even with no inventory, no office, no 
employees, and no experience. 

If you've been looking for an 
opportunity to take control 
of your financial security in 
today's frightening economy and 
unemployment nightmare - this 
is it. 

Whether you're already in business, 
or want to start one - you need to 
be selling to the government. It is 
the biggest customer in the world 
and the government is waiting to 
buy from you. 

HERE'S THE HOW AND WHY .•• 
More than 70,000 government 
contracts are awarded each day 
nationwide. They run the entire 
gamut, from office supplies to 
T-shirts, furniture, computers and 
services. 

Even though most businesses 
are tightening their belts, the 
government is the only customer in 
town with its checkbook wide open. 

According to The Wall Street 
Journal columnist Peggy Noonan, 

"Government is our most 
reliable current and fUture 
growth industry. " 

were you? This is wb.:re ()PI1<lrtunity 
exists for you to create subsjar,tiaI 
income. 

This gold mine of nnnnrtn";fv 

could mean pUJ1chru;ing 
to fulfill a contract at a disc~ur,t, 
and then selling them to I U.S. 
government at a profit. Th" lgoods 
can be bought on credit , shipped 
directly from your supplier 
government customer. You 
even have to have a place 
inventory. And the gOVl,mnjent 
required by law to pay you 
30 days. So, in reality, 
nothing. 

Listen, 2.5 million jobs 
during 2008. If you're 
about today's onslaught of 
unemployment; if you're lot/Icing 
a way out of }'Jur 
you're in business and wanl 
your goo<ls to the largest C\~I:omer 
in the world - this is the a'wck -s«crt 
opportunity you've been 

B2G WORKSHOP IS A 
VALUE - YOURS 
At my free B20 Institute 
Workshop, you'll discover 
it can be to locate, bid on, 
contracts you can easily fill 
profit. 

You'll also discover how to pUJ1cha!;e 
the discounted goods, how 

• Position for a steady stream 
of jobs that require no 
formal contracts 

• Locate and network with 
key government contacts 

• 
Who Should Attend 

Business~ple looking to sell 
to world's richest customer 

In estors looking to tap into the 
biggest government spending spree 
since the New Deal 

R irees hit hard by a volatile 
stock market and looking for a new 
source of income 

Ex-Military looking to own their 
own business 

Young entrepreneurs who 
wa t littI~to-no competitioo 

Minority and women­
owned businesses looking to 
sell to the biggest customer in the 
world 

- Richard Furnari, CA 

5 Facts That Can Lead 
to a Rich Future 

1. The government awards contracts to companies bf 
all sizes - even one-man shops, 

2. The government is projected to spend an additional 
$500 billion in 2009. 

3. $47 billion in contracts could not be awarded last 
year simply because no company bid on the job, 
Where were you? 

4. The government is REQUIRED BY LAW to pay within 
30 days. 

5. Thousands of contract 
bids require no 
paperwork - just a 
phone call could win 
you a contract for up 
to $1 00,000 ... without 
bidding on contracts, 

iiiiiirni~ 

A $375 value 
per person 

~ - ----- -~----- ~- -- ------ ---.------------~------------~ 
I MON[ AY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY I 
I I 
I June 15, 2009 June 16, 2009 June 17, 2009 June 18, 2009 I 
I I 
I 3 p.m. or 7 p.m. 9 a.m. or 1 p.m. 9 a.m. or 1 p.m. 9 a.m. or 1 p.m. I 

I Oedh,!m Peabody Woburn Natick Crown I 

II M . H'lt Plaza II Hiltl n aUlott I on 
I I I I 25 Allied rive 8A Centennial Drive Two Forbes Road 1360 Worcester Street I 

I oedh. lm Peabody Woburn Natick I 
I I 
• _________ ~ __ A _ _ _______ __ _ • __ _ _________ ~ __________ ~_· 

62G InsIJIII.I! rB2G1 is a _ B2G m:Me, Inc. B2G. a ~aI1II1g lIlSIItute am 00 "'I)(eseotatlOl1 or guaranlee • maoo as 10 !he out""", 01 any governmenl conI.act award. TesiRnoniais included may r<I 
.epres<llll t""'" ..... IftJJe """ and past pelfornm:es 00 001 gu;Yant'" fulure .esults. Neh B2G, B2G lnsIilute, kx;., nor Ill. prog .. m is apIJf(NO(I or sponSOI"ed by or affilialed willi any agooey cJ!he lederal 
or any staIB g<MlfIVIlOIL B2G aM E nsttruIe, n: thet" """,,IS. 0!11plc7jees. ar<! allikates 00 001 g ... .....nnent advK:e aM are ooIltaosed or regiStered as brokers or advisors willi any lederal or stile agooey. The 
inlormaliln _ ,,!his _ 00es 001_ 00: adYice and SOOu~ nor be used as a subslrtute I",!he acMce 01 compelenl coonsel willi respocilO yoor part"".r CllCUrnslarre;. V6 62G279 
GaleliolOe _ --. WK24 

" -' 

. . 
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CO VER STORY 

Fundraiser for mith family coming up 

• 

Jo;eph Smith 

' . .. .. 
'r 

" 

The votes are in . 
The ballots have been cou ted . 

Who wi II be the 

COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
COMPANY 

Be sure to check out 
the Readers Choice result, 

during the week of June 21 t! 

www.wickedlocalfavorih:.s.com 

~COMMUNITY 
1111 NEWSPAPER 

COMPANY 
The best in town 

and the best around I 
W'CKEO. 

.CDm 
Glt.Howu M, dl, N.w ht . nd 

David Smith with Kevin Kelleher and some of the kids from Gentlemen's Gym In JP. 

By Unda Mishkin 
CORRESPONDENT 

One of his longtime 
friends, Tony Antoneli, 
describes Allston na­

tive David Smith as a "dynamic 
guy who would never say no to 
anyone who asked for help, and 
who had the ability to make 
everyone feel that he was your 
best friend." David's sister, 
Karen Smith, said that David 
never talked about the numerous 
contributions he made to pe0-
ple's lives. He was a modest 
man. 

At a party that David's friends 
held for him in January, shortly 
before he died on Feb. 7, Karen 
was touched by the many people 
who told her about the nice 
things that her brother had done 
for them. According to David's 
brother, Joseph, the Jan. 3 event 
was a testament to how many 
people's lives were touched by 
David. Attendance was high, 
even though there was short no­
tice, the date was very close to 
the winter holidays and notifica­
tion went out mostly by word­
of-mouth. 

David's good citizenship 
seemed to mirror that of his par­
ents, Joseph Smith, after whom 
the Joseph M. Smith Communi­
ty Health Center in Allston was 
narned, and Veronica Smith, 
after whom the Veronica Smith 
Senior Center in Allston was 
named. 

In honor of David's life of 
commitment to others, his 
friends are attempting to estab­
lish a fund for the future of his 
children, Joseph and Veronica 
who, with their mother Debbie, 
still live in West Roxbury, where 
David most recently resided. A 
fundraising event will be held 
on Saturday, June 20, at the 
Boston Teacher's Union Hall in 
Dorchester beginning at 7:30 
p.m. 

Boxing 
David loved boxing. He took 

up the sport when was in high 
school. He worked out at the 
New Garden Gym near North 
Station, where fighters from 
around the world trained. One of 
his trainers was AI Clemente, 
proprietor of the gym. Some of 
the guys he sparred with were 
well-known boxers such as 
Vinny Pazienza, Freddy Roche 
and Danny Long. Later, David 
was assistant coach of the Har­
vard boxing club. Middlesex 
District Attorney Gerald Leone 
was a boxer in that club and re­
mained a friend of David. The 
head coach of the club was 
Tommy Rawson, who in the 
1930s had been a top profes­
sional in the lightweight divi­
sion and later chairman of the 
Massachusetts Boxing Com­
mission. 

Volunteering and mentoring 
Karen described how David 

was able to bring together two 
of his passions - boxing and 
volunteer work. He and a friend, 
Kevin Kelleher, a fellow boxer, 
started a gym for kids and 
named it Gentlemen's Gym. 
They felt that boxing was a sport 
that could, in addition to devel­
oping physical ability, teach 
kids self-confidence and good 
sportsmanship. (When Karen's 
son, Sam, was a freshman in 
high school, David started 
coaching him.) The gym was 
started in a municipal building 
in Jamaica Plain. David and 
Kevin fixed up the space and 

, 
Helping David Smith's family 

In honor of David's life of commitment to others, his friends 
are attempting to establish a fund for his children's future. A 
fundraising event will be held on Saturday, June :zo, at the 
Boston Teacher's Union Hall in Dorchester beginning at 7:30 
p.m. You can belp by cO/ltacting: 

For ticket infOrmation Tricia Lyons, 
tricialyonsJ@aoLcomn,-calll-781-363-2988. 

For sponsorship or dQD3tion information - Tony ADtonelli, 
aantonelli@mnarn.orgQrcalll-781-363-2988. 

For cash donation Information - Wayne MacKenzie, 
waynemackenzie@msn.comorcalll-617-593-9015. , .. 

then started training kids up to 
high school age. They volun­
teered their time and held 
fundrai sers as needed. The kids 
received training free of charge. 

David worked as a member of 
the Painters Union for many 
years, while attending college 
part time. After receiving his 
bachelor's degree in construc­
tion management from Went­
worth Institute, he worked as a 
project manager for the city of 
Boston Public Facilities Depart­
ment. He became so highly re­
garded thmughout the construc­
tion industry that he was sought 
after by many pri vate construc­
tion companies. He eventually 
worked for Payton Construction 
and then for Structure Tone as a 
project executive. The numer­
ous contacts he made through­
out the construction industry en­
abled him to place many young 
people, especially those who 
otherwise were having difficulty 
rmding direction in their lives, 
in good first jobs. 

As a volunteer, David would 
paint the houses of people in 
need, especially the elderly. Ac­
cording to his friend, Wayne 
MacKenzie, David's enthusi­
asm for volunteer work was in­
fectious: "One of David's many 
good qualities was to make oth­
ers want to help with the volun­
teer work as well." Wayne men­
tioned that David's volunteer 
efforts sometimes meant delay­
ing work on his own house. He 
was that kind of guy. David 
painted the house where his sis­
ter, Karen, now lives with her 
husband and son. The house had 
belonged to her parents, and it is 
where she and herbrotbers grew up. 

A close-knit Allston 
neighborhood 

Karen speaks fondly of the 
close-knit Allston neighborhood 
and of some of the longtime 
friends of the Smith family who 
still live there. One is Paul 
Berkeley, president of the All­
ston Civic Association, an orga­
nization started by Karen's fa­
ther, Joseph Smith. Another 
neigbbor is Millie Hollum­
Mclaughlin, director of the 
Veronica Smith Senior Center, 
named after her mothe"! 

Joseph and Veronica Smith 
Neither David nor his parents 

ever ran for public off;1ce. And 
yet, they all contributed greatly 
to the public well-being. In 
1974, when Boston had nine 
city councilors, the headline of 
an article about David's father 
appeared in the Boston Phoenix. 
It read "Joe Smith: Boston's 
10th City Councilor." His many 
friends gave him thai title, as 
well as "Mayor of Allston­
Brighton." 

A 1964 article in the Citizen­
Item lists several of Joe's com­
munity activities. For example, 
Joe was a longtime Scoutmaster. 
And after starting the Allston 
Civic Association, Joe became 

its first chairman. Joe also 
served as director of the AUston­
Brighton Citizens Council. That 
same article mentioned that Joe 
"successfully agitated for local 
community improvement, in­
cluding the footbridge to Arle­
sani Playground, parking re­
forms and zoning variances to 
maintain the residential nature 
of an area," 

The Joseph M. Smith 
Community Health Center 
Health care for local residents 

was a major concern of Joe 
Smith. He rallied th~ support of 
others in the community, and 
was successful in obtaining fed­
eral funding when it become 
available for starting communi­
ty health centers. Joe advocated 
for a center that would be run lo­
cally and provide much-needed 
preventive care for local resi­
dents. The first center in Allston 
was named the Allston Brighton 
Health Center. but, after Joe's 
death on Oct. 12, 1979, it was 
renamed the Josep? M. Smith 
Community Health Center, in 
honor of his tireless effort on be­
half of the community. 

The Veronica ISmith 
Senior center 

Veronica "Ronnie" Smith, 
David's mother, was a lifelong 
resident of North Allston and a 
community activist, especially 
on behalf of Allston Brighton's 
senior citizens. In 1984, she was 
appointed deputy commissioner 
of the city's Commission on the 
Affairs of the Elderly. The head­
line for a 1985 article on Ronnie 
that appeared in the Item stated, 
"She's seniors' trusted friend." 
According to Millie Hollum­
Mclaughlin, Ronnle knew who 
to contact in order to get things 
done. Ronnie worked closely 
with Katherine White, wife of 
former Boston Mayor Kevin 
White. It was through commu­
nity efforts, spearheaded by 
Ronnie, that the city establi~hed, 
in the early 1980s, the Brighton 
Senior Center. Before the ouild­
ing became the home of the Se­
nior Center, it w~ a municipal 
building that needed refu(bish­
ment. Karen reIDfmbered that 
her mother organiZed and fully 
participated in ! necessary 
cleanup. Ronnie rved as the 
center's first direc or. When ill­
ness forced her 'i"signation in 
the mid-I 980s, the city renamed 
the center in her honor. She died 
May I, 1986. 

A family leri behind 
Like his parentsr David Smith 

improved the lives and well­
being of many (lC9ple. He cared 
deeply about his friends and his 
community, and riomained close 
to his brother and sister. Above 
all, he was a devo/ed husband to 
Debbie and father to his young 
children, Joseph and Veronica. 
David took every opportunity to 
support and Care for them. 
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Beauty in th I vegetable garden 
TAB, 
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--

The edible garden can 
look as good as its pro­
duce will taste. Besides 

the appeal of sumptuous 
healthy vegetables and fruits, 
employ color, texture and de­
sign in the best tradition of a 
flower garden. 

No need to garden in 
straight rows. A traditional 

URBAN 
GARDENER 
FRAN GuSIMAN 

herb garden is the parterre -
low hedges surround planting 
areas to form a symmetrical 
pattern that can be as elaborate 
and curvaceous as paisley or 
as simple as four squares. 
Leave out the hedges and edge 
with curly parsley, blue-green 
chives with purple flower 
heads, or lettuce, which can be 
almost-black, green and 
speckled. Or let the paths wan­
der and create hidden gardens, 
just as you might in a flower 
garden. Have the visitor tum a 
comer to be surprised by the 
burgeoning growth of beans 
and squash growing up into 
stalks of com, a combination 
Native Americans called "the 
three sisters;" the beans and 
com provide a complete pro­
tein, comparable to protein in 
meat, but less mobile. 

Mix ornaments among veg­
etables. Center some areas 
with an eye-catching feature. 
Put an obelisk or bamboo 
teepee in the center of a plant-

ing square. Add a birdbath as a 
centerpiece in another square. 
Hang baskets holding attrac­
tive trailing plants, like nas­
turtium (which are edible), 
from a central pole, or from 
house walls or a fence. Sepa­
rate plots with paths broad 
enough for a wheelbarrow. 

Add flowers. Flowers don't 
need to be edible, but do leave 
out those that are poisonous. 
(Teach children and all inex­
perienced persons never to 
sample an unfamiliar plant 
part; even potatoes, that staple 
of the kitchen, are poisonous 
when green, as is every part 
except the tuber.) Edible flow­
ers include nasturtiums, vio­
lets, daylilies, apple blossoms, 
clover, honeysuckle, calendu­
la, chamomile and other herbs. 
Use violets and pansies (in the 
violet family) to cover bare 
soil and candy the petals in 
sugar. Daylily flowers have a 
sweet, slightly peppery flavor, 
each variety slightly different, 
so taste them all to find your 
favorites; the root is sliced 
into Chinese dishes. Squash 
blossoms are edible; pick late­
blooming flowers after the 
crop is growing. Cattails are 
edible. Rose petals can be 
eaten, and rose hips provide 
Vitamin C. Young dandelion 
greens and flowers are tasty. 
For a complete list and de­
scriptions of taste, go to 
www.whatscookingamerica.n 
etlEdibleFlowerslEdibleFlow­
ersMain.htm 

Coordinate colors of fruits, 
vegetables, flowers and fo­
liage. Vary the size, shape and 

texture of the 
daylilies conlplemel~t 
beet leaves. 
of bright purple 
ment tall slender 
tomato vines on 
violet bee balm 
leaved lavender 
eggplant, or try 
for contrast. Hot pejjpers 
in fire-engine 
blacle. Cal)ba!le 
purple or red-brcmzl 
green. Grow 
the deep purple ilo'wers, 
well as for its 
squash has 
rounded leaves. 
green, blue-green 

A vegetable 
three needs: full 
and lots of water. 
now use the no-tilllme,thc><i 
add nutrients and 
weeds; that is, I'U ~LUJ!; 
tives on top of uw"""~u 
and finishing up 
mulch. Plant into 

Incorporate 
shrubs and vines' 
orating scheme. stems 
and trunks free of with 
mulch to avoid and to 
make it hard for or other 
rodents to cozy chew 
during the winter. tall , 
dense plants at tbe end 
of the garden so . the shad­
ows they cast will shade 
other plants. 

Malee your ve/lell",le garden 
a feast for the well as 
for the a bench 
or comfortable You may 
be drawn in to and then 
do a little weeding the side. 
You may decide you don't 

Enter Mayor Menino's garden 
Boston's green thumbs have until July 17 to ticultura1 Society membership and 

register for Mayor Thomas M. Meoino's 2009 To enter Mayor Menino's Garden 
Garden Contest. deners may pick up entry fOODS at 

Residents, businesses and organizations are en- Customer Payment Centers, Boston 
couraged to nominate their own or a neighbor's Boston Community Centers, Boston 
garden, window box, or front, back or side yard. brary branches, or the Boston Parlcs 
Only gardens planted by amateur gardeners are el- ation Department at 1010 MaSS3(:htq;etts 
igible to take part in the contest. Entrants must Roxbury. 
submit photographs of their garden with an .offi- - The deadline for entries is Friday, 
cial entry form. Site visits by contest judges will p.m. Interested contestants may 
determine the winners. forms by calling 617-961-3051. 

First-place winners in II categories will receive also apply online or download a 
the Golden Trowel award from Meoino, prize by visiting 
packages from HGTV, a one-year American Hor- contest. 

SAVE 50% 
GIFT 

WICKED GOOD 
DINING S! 
Get restaurant gift certific;ates for up to half price. 

Each week, new gift certificates go on sale every Thu 

at 9:30 a.m. and will be available until they are sold 

Act fast. Supplies are limited. 

Bon appetitl 

Purchase half.priced dini~·c.rtl1fic;atEi_ 
every Thursday beginning at 9:30 

at WickedLocalDeals.com 

~~~\)~ ~tt~~t~nt 
Number 1 Persian Cuisine 

moonstones 

WICKED 
LOCAL Deals.com savl n o s 

need flower beds at all! 

Tower Hill 
The vegetable garden of my 

dreams is growing at Tower 
Hill Botanic Garden in Boyl­
ston, the home of the Worces­
ter County Horticultural Soci­
ety, the oldest horticultural 
society in the country. At one 
end of the garden, an assort­
ment of purple doodads on tall 
poles leads the eye to the view 
beyond. If we could all have a 
bacledrop of purple mountains 
and green valleys! But we can 
use the same trick to d.irect the 
eye to our own garden's best 
features. 

Hitch a ride on the Brighton 
Garden Club bus to Tower Hill 
and see the vegetable garden 
and the other spectacular gar­
dens on Sunday, June 28. See 
inset for details. 

Miscellaneous vegetable 
matters 

• Purchase buckets for 
btchen scraps and compost 
bins from Boston Building 
Materials at 617-442-8917. 

Garden trip 
Brighton Garden Club Bus Trip to Tower Hill Botanic Gar­

den. Sunday, June 28, 11 am.-5 p.m. (rain or shioe). Meet at 
Minihaoe's, 425 Washington St, Brighton Center. $15 per per- • 
son, includes transportation and admission. Eojoy the gardens • 
and views of Mt. Wachusett Rose show statts at noon. Bring a • 
picnic lunch or eat at the Tower Hill cafe. Mail check to: 
Brighton Garden Club, cia Anne Mahoney, 107 Bennett St, 
Brighton. 

grown food at 
www.youtube.comlwatch?v=h 
OQkBP5nioY. 

• At 
www.youtube.comlwatch?v=y 
mBXgMOsVJg, a television 
program explains more about 
the movement to fresh food. 

• Growing or buying pro­
duce locally saves fuel and 
make our country more energy 
independent. 

• Read about Michelle 
Obama's White House veg­
etable garden and edible gar­
dening at www.chicagotri­
bune.comlfeaturesnifestylelhe 
al th/chi -garden_ web­
fri mar20 , 0 , 66092 34. s to­
rychicagotribune.com. 

Local garden events 

<.'" 
www.newenglandwild.orgnea:­
rnlcataloglhor31oo ::i 

• Sunday, June 28, noon..s:~ 
p.m. Tower Hill Botanic Gai:~ 
den. Boylston. Noon-closing, 
Rose Show and sale. I p.nt; 
Q&A on rose care with MandY-,. 
Mendes. 3 p.m., "Easy-Catt:;;: 
Roses for New England" willi' 
Rose Society. Free with ad;:;:: 
mission to Tower Hill. ;5 

• Sunday, June 28, 10 a.m.-~ 
p.m. City Spaces/Coun~' 
Places self-guided tour O~ 
eight private gardens. Includ~ 
admission to Rose Show (prt;:a: 
vious event). Details and tic~ 
ets at www.towerhillbg.org. :$ 

." 
Fran Gustman is an edit;r~ · -". of horticultural newslette,'-{; 

• Donate extra food to PAR, 
Plant a Row for the Hungry. 
Find local donation sites at 
www.gardenwriters.orglgwa.p 
hp?p=par/donate.html. 

• Farmers markets are open. 

• Saturday, June 20, 1-3 
p.m. "Wildflower Propagation 
I: Cuttings." Nasami Farm, 
Whately. Matt Kunze. 

and a garden designer. CORP.". 
tact her with gardening que.==: 
tions ~;:: I 
fgustmaneditor@ gmail.com. ~~ 

Find locations at 
www.ams.usda.gov/farmers­
marlce ts/S tates / M as sach u­
setts .htm. 

• The beautiful short video 
"Beauty Food," by Roger Do­
iron of J(jtchen Gardeners In­
ternational, celebrates home-

How to Submit an Obituary 
to the Weekly Newspapers 
To contact our obituary department, please e-mail 

obits@cnc.com 
or 

call 781-433-6905 
or 

Fax 781-433-6965 

Obituaries for the weekly newspapers are taken at 
the Needham office Monday through Friday. 

.... , 
.:- t 
.-: : 

" · . • ,-
-----------------------------~~ 

, 

Deadline(s): 
Friday, Monday or 'fuesday of that week. 

PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS 

It's time to enjoy a 
Cape C.d Day. 

Now, there's even more 
to look forward to when visiting Cape Cod. 

Cape Cod Day, 

FREE 
at more than 
500 locations 
thl'OUgflout 
Cape Cod! 

Beginning June 23rd through Labor Day Weekend, you can enjoy a 
Cape Cod Day every Tuesday through Saturday. There's a fresh, new, 

exciting FREE daily newspaper focused on helping you make 
the most of all the Cape has to offer. 

Cape Cod Day will cover the news, events, and happenings Cape-wide 
throughout the action packed summer months. Whether you live on Cape 

or you're just visiting, you'll always enjoy a Cape Cod Day. 

! Pick up your FREE copy coming June 23. For a complete list of 
, where you can find Cape Cod Day visit WickedLocaICapeCod.com. 
I 

WICKED 
LOCAL CAPECOD 

-

.1 
GateHouse Media' 

New Epgland 

· • • 

." ,. 
· • • .. 
• 
: t 

· . 
.' ... 1 



Page 20 Allston-Brighton TAB Friday, June 19,2009 wickedlocal.comlallston-brighton 

EDUCATION NOTES 

/~Gutter 
\!J Helmet 
NEVER CUAN YOUR GUTTIRS AGAIN 

Call Today for a FREE Estimate! 

1·800·975·6666 
WNN.GuIIErHEtne1NE.oom 

COMPUTERS 

f GEEKS 
~ TOGO 

Computer 
or Home 

Networking 
Problems? 

Call 781.237.2019 For at Home Service 

Safe and Drug Free 
Sc:hooIsand 
Conwnunities grant 

The Boston Fublic Scbonls will 
again participate in the Safe and 
Drug Free Scho:lls and Communi­
ties Grant during the 20(9.2010 
scbonl year. 

The Safe and Drug Free 
Schools and O,mmunities Grant 
provides federall\mding, adminis­
tered through lbe Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Edu.;ation, to support 
local scbonl ""j community pro­
gram<> that prevent violence 
around scbonls; prevent the illegal 
use of alcohol, lobacco and drugs: 
involve paren~ J and coordinate 
with related fi:l:leraJ, >tate, and 
community effc/ts and resources. 

In Boston l'Ifulic Scbonls, the 
grant supports ~ve violence pre­
vention specialiltS who utilize evi­
denced-based v[?lence prevention 
and substance prevention 
cwricula to bel scbonls foster a 
safe and drug· envirorunent 

Offering COmpa5SioTUlt< ':;;;:~:~ 
se,...' of rmeuJd fwp< , 

Cancer patients and 
Low self-esteem· De'F '",.ssiion 

Anxiety. ACO'I '" 

lrufiWfuafs - Coupks -:ramif~} Cou,...et"'IJ 

:Martfio. 'Townfey, 9tLlCSW 
Cfiristian Counse 

.'\p.lim6 6! 5-6551 

that supports student achievemenl 
For more infonnation about the 

Safe and Drug Free Schools and 
Communities Grant, call or e-mail 
Maggie Drouineaud at 617.Q35-
8030. mdrouineaud@boston­
publicscbonls.org. 

Gardner beautification 
On Saturday, June 27 from 

I {}-noon please join ABNNF (the 
Allston Brighton North Neighbors 
Forum) to plant trees at the Gaol­
ner Pilot Academy (30 Athol St) 
alongside the new playground. We 
will talk with Karen Chaffee from 
CityRoots about possibilities for 
the rest of the site and local artist 
Ross Miller will lead a discussion 
about public art ideas for the 
Everett Street slope between lin­
coln and Adamson Streets. Please 
bring your creativity to belp us 
beautify our neighborhood. 

Summer programs 
for children 

Boston Public Scbonls has re­
leased new editions of two publi­
cations lisring hundreds of sum­
mer camps, classes, activities, 
internships and job opportunities 
for the coming summer. 

"Summer Stuff 2009" for 
grades six to 12 and "Summer 
Stuff Jr. 2009" for kindergarten to 
grade five students will be avail­
able in all Boston Public Schools 
and Family Resource Centers, as 
weU as City Hall, public libraries, 
YMCA branches and Boston Cen­
ters for Youth and Families com­
munity centers next week. Addi­
tional free copies will be available 
at the BPS central office, 26 Court 
St., Boston. Both editions can also 
be found online at www.boston­
publicscbonls.org/summer. 

Many options for families are 
listed in the 2009 editions, includ­
ing a partnership between BPS 

and BCYF to make sure students 
who attend BPS summerscbonl in 
the morning have an afternoon 
program. BCYF will set aside 
sIms in BCYF summer programs 
for children wbo attend summer 
scbonl in a scbonl with a commu­
nity center program. Parents 
should talk with their child's 
school right away to find out bow 
they can apply for one of these 
sIms. 

Families can also take advan­
tage of several other resources 
from the City of Boston to find ad­
ditional summer programs and ac­
tivities: Boston Youth Zone, 
www.bostonyouthzone.com. 617-
635-KIDS; Boston Oenters for 
Youth and Families, www.cityof­
boston.govlbcyf, 617.Q354920; 
and Boston Navigator, 
www.BOSTONavigator.com. 

"Summer Stull" is produced by 
the BPS Communications Office. 
For information, call 617.Q35-
9265 or e-mail communica­
tions@bostonpublicscbonls.org. 

Teachers honored 
with science 
teachingfeHowship 

Michael Harris and Johanna 
Mendillo were two of 20 recipi­
ents of a yearlong FeUowship in 
Science Education by the Boston 
Science Partnership. Harris teach­
es physics and biology at the 
Burke High Scbonl, and Mendillo 
teaches ntiddle school at the John 
D. O'Bl)'ant School of Math and 
Science. 

The Science Education FeUow­
ship, in its first year, was given to 
20 teacbers across the Boston Pub­
lic Schools and recognizes their 
outstanding conlribution to the ed­
ucation of Boston students and the 
potential for the teacbers to ex­
pand their own talents and those of 
their peers. 

The Science Education FeUow­
ship is a Boston ScienCe Partner­
ship program and funded by the 
National Science Foundation. 
These teachers will participate in a 
comprehensive set of activities de­
signed to improve teacbers' own 
science knowledge and the kn0l"l­
edge of how to best teach science. 
They will focus on increasing 
achievement in science for all stu­
dents from kindergarten through 
12th grade, especially by expand­
ing access to exceUent teaching in 
Ischools where students are cUr­
rently underperfonning. 

The goals of the program are to 
build and support a corps of urban 
teacher leaders; to institute a cul­
ture of continuous improvement 
of instruction; and to increase ~tu­
dent achievement by making con­
nections between subjects and be­
tween grades so that learnin~ is 
connected. FeUows will accqrn­
plish this by meering in small 
groups with their grade peers, their 
subject peers and as a whole 
group. 

Scholarships for 
heaIth-care students 

Caritas St. Elizabeth's Medical 
Center Emergency DepartInf'nt 
Task Force announces the avail­
ability of three $5,000 scholar­
ships. As written in the agree­
ment between Caritas SI. 
Elizabeth's Medical Oenter and 
the BRA, these scholarships are 
for Allston-Brighton residents 
admitted to health-care-related 
higher educational programs. As 
required by the task force, appli­
cants must have a proven resi­
dency of a ntinimum of five 
years. 

To receive an application, call 
617-779-9200 or e-mail talkhan­
lon@aol.com. Application dead­
line is June 19. 

AT THE OAK SQUARE YMCA 

·········June18· ·· .. · .. · 

Check out the annual Taste of Cambridge 
at The Charles Hotel from 5:30 p.m. -
8:30 p.m. and discover the diverse, deli­
cious, and world-renowned restaurants 
that are the reason why Cambridge is a 
year-round restaurant destination for visi­
tors both near and far. Purchase tickets at 
www.tasleofcambridge.com 

.... · .... June20 ......... 

Global Music Ensemble libana 
Performs Summer Solslice Concerts! 

Join us in Cambridge on June 20th to 
enjoy an intimate musical evening cele­
brating the cyclical lurning 01 our Earth 
and the spirit and light of the many peo­
ples who share our planet 

Tickets/Details: libana.com or 
617-821-6337 

P&K and The Goddard School In 
Wayland are hosting a Baby Shower to 
benelit Cradles to Crayons The Giving 
Factory. Bring any new or gently used 
baby items to 367 Commonwealth Road 
in Wayland from 9 am to 12 noon. Enjoy 
from snacks and the feeling that you are 
helping greater Boston Families. Visit 
www.goddarschool.com for more infor­
mation. 

Strawberry Festival 
at land 's Sake Farm 

The Strawberry Festival at land's Sake 
Farm, Weston, MA Is Saturday, June 
20, 10am-2pm featuring pick-your-own 
strawberries, shortcake. live music, and 
farm games for children. 

Admission: $4 for adults; 52 for children. 
Free for children under 2 and land's 
Sake members. 

For more information, 
visit www,landsSake.org 

· .. · .... ·June 23 ...... ... 

lA comic Steve Burr hosts a special 
night of stand-up comedy featuring 
seven of the nation's top talents, ail to 
benefit the American Cancer Sociel), s 
Relay For Ufe in New England. 

TIckets are $20-$30 and are available 
now through Ticketmaster® at 

http://www.ticketmaster.com. 

Tuesday, June 23, 2009 

8:00 PM 

Somerville Theatre 

www.comicsagainstcancer.org 

"Because the worSI disease 
needs the besl medicine." 

When responding 
to an ad, 

say you saw it in ... 
communityclassifieds.com 

for Parents and Kids 
must be received by the 
last Thursday 
of each month. 

Parents and Kids, 
254 Second Ave., 
Needham, MA 02494; 

listings are published 
on a space-available basis 
Preference IS given to 
free events 

YMCA Day Camp 
YMCA Day Camp is a full-ser­

vice camp in the heart of 
Brighton. Check out the offerings 
for kids m prescbonl through bigh 
scbonl. Day camp includes swim­
ming daily; snack and lunch; T­
shirt; sports; arts and crafts; and 
science club. View the Camp 
Guide online at www.ymca-

Datebook Guidelines: 
• Datebook ads are limited 

to event listings. 

• Weekly Regional Papers 
MetroWest Daily News 

To Place an Advertisement 
Call Chris at 781-433-7943 

. ........ J 

......... J~1I1e 30 ...... . . 

U ND'SSAKE ---
Summer larm-bl".d educatioA tor tid, 

.t land's Satll Farm, Waston, MA 

Farm & Forest E ptarers is for 4th ard 
5th graders. Tues av-Thursday 
morrungs, June 3 August 20. 

The Green Powe Summer program I Jr 
6t!1-9th gr1ders. i Monday-friday 
mormngs, Jun 29-AuGust 21 and 
Includes a weeldy tipend. 

For more I formation about 
our clilldf!n~; summer programl , 

Yislt ~ undsS.kI_org 
or 711 :893,1162. 

.......... July 07·· ········ 

A Summer Meditative Journey 
WIth Yocheved Sheila Katz 

of Nishmat Hayyim: 

Breath of life Jewish Meditation 
Collaborative of New England. 

Yocheved Sheila Katz of Nishmat Hayyim 
Will be leading "A Summer Meditative 
Journey towards Renewal : Healing the 
Places of Darkness and Exile". a 4 week 
summer class in contemplative chant at 
Temple Beth Israel, Waltham starting July 
7 from 7:30-9. Oelve into the contempla­
tive practices of silent meditation and 
chant to examine spirilual challenges, 
blessmgs and deepen your connection to 
Judaism Follow the passage from the 
mourmng of nsha b Av to the renewal of 
the High Holidays and the emergance 
from darkness and exile 

Register on line at 
www.nlshmalhavylm.org 

Course fee for Temple Beth Israel mem­
bers before June 26 is S60 and sao after. 
Non-members S80 before June 26 and 
S100 atter. To register mail a check 10 
Temple Beth Israel. 25 Harvard Street, 
Waltham. 02454 

For more mformation call : 781-894-5146. 
Scholarships available' contact 

officeOfllshmatha)'Ylm.org 
or call (6t7)566'8171 ,20. 

.......... July 17 ......... . 

The 2009 EdConference Is a lour day 
gathering of high school teachers , 
administrators, and university faculty 
taking place at The Hyatt Regency in 
Cambridge from Friday, July 17, 2009 
until Monday, July 20, 2009, 

ThiS year's conference locuses on The 
Risk of Educating: The Student-Teacher 
Relationship , us ing the educational 
method of Fr lUIgI. Giussani as described 
In hiS book. "The Risk of Education' 

The il/m 01 the conference IS to foster dis­
cussion between educators of all experi­
ence levels who seek to offer students an 
education thai opens Ihem up to the real. 
The EdConference begins with a concert 
on July 17. 2009 at 8:30 p.m. that IS open 
to the public 'eaturing the Metro Chamber 
Orchestra of New York City The Concert 
will lake place at the Cambridge First 
Church , 1 I Garden Street. Cambridge 

General admiSSion to the concert is S25 
TIckets are complimentary for registered 
partiCipants of the EdConference 
Sponsors of the events are The Human 
Adventure Corporat ion. EdCenter. Our 
Sunday Visitor Institute. and Crossroads 
Cultural Center 

For concert tickets and 
EdConfertnce registration 

visit www.edconlerence.org 
For more InformatIon, 

call 212-337-3580 ext 102. 

YMCA of 
Greater Boston 

• K~ Famines Strnns 

boston.org/oaksquare and click 
on programs and day camp. The 
Y operates a fully licensed day 
camp. 

For more information, call 
Donna Sullivan at 617-787-8665 
or e-mail dsullivan@ymca­
boston.org. 

Summer program 
registration open 

Parents can make sure their 
kids are safe around the waler this 
year by enrolling in one of the Y's 
swim lessons. Many schedule op­
tions are available. The Y has a 
water oasis with a wann teaching 
pool for the little ones. 

The Oak Square YMCA has 
everything needed to get ready 
for the summer. The session runs 
from June 29 through Aug. 30. 
Some programs have two., four­
or eight-week options. Details of 

all programs are available in the 
Swnmer Program Guide. Pick up 
a free copy at the Oak Square 
YMCA Branch or view the guide 
online at www.ymca­
toscoo .org/oaksquare . Fi­
nancial assistance is available for 
those who qualify. 

For more information and to 
check on class availability, call 
the Welcome Center at 617-782-
3535. 

Upcoming facility 
hours change 

Independence Day, July 4, the 
Y will be open from 8 a.m.-noon . 

Labor Day, Sept. 7, the facility 
will be open from 8 a.m.-nOOD. 

Everyone can join the Y 
The Y has fee structures that 

are designed to make sure evel)'­
one can afford to join. Options in­
clude summer membership for 
$147, couple memberships and 
financial assistance for all cate­
gories based on income. 

For more information, stop by 
the Y or call 617-782-3535. 

WRlTrEN BY DAVE EGGERS. VENDELA VIDA 
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