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Food & Dining

The art of the artichoke
M mother last week with a gentle re-
minder that it is artichoke season.

Christine loves her grandma’s braised, stuffed
artichokes, a recipe handed down through a
few generations of grandmothers. The simple

KITCHEN CALL

‘LINDA BASSETT

beauty of the green flower with its spiky petals
on the plate, Of course, spiky petals and an
inner fuzzy choke, which must be dug out to
make way for the stuffing, are the reasons that
cooks shy away from preparing fresh arti-
chokes.

To keep from piercing my fingers on the
spikes, I cut from the bottom so the artichoke
stands without wobbling, then cut off the
tops of the leaves off with a serrated knife. I
place the vegetable on its side on a cutting
board and cut straight across the sharp tops of
all the leaves. And while most recipes advise
pulling off the outer leaves by hand, I stand it
up and cut directly down to remove the layers
of the tough outer leaves, turning the arti-
choke until I have removed them all around.
The artichoke needs a little trimming with a
paring knife to neaten it up, but this method
is surely a time saver. (My grandmother
would not approve.)

y college-age niece visited my

-bread stuffing is flecked with black olives and
‘held together with olive oil and parmesan
cheese. The addition of olives may have been
Nonna’s idea — or a tradition from her village
‘in Italy — because it is rare to find a similar
Lecipe

“Simple” is a term that seldom applies to an
-artichoke recipe unless the main ingredient is
canned or frozen artichoke hearts. And al-
though quite good, those recipes miss the

Oven-Braised Stuffed Artichokes

Makes 4 servings .
At the end of cooking, some cooks like to sprinkle the artichoke with additional parmesan
and slide it under the broiler for browning. My grandmother did not do this.

4 large globe artichokes

1 lemon, cut in half

1-3/4 cups fresh bread crumbs

3/4 cup grated parmesan cheese ,

1/3 cup cured black olives, pitted and quartered

A few leaves fresh oregano, minced, or 1/8 teaspoon dried
salt, ground black pepper; to taste

1/4 cup olive oil

1. Cut off the artichoke stems to create a flat bottom so that they sit firmly in the pan. Cut the
top third off each artichoke; pull off the tough outer leaves; trim tips of leaves evenly. Rub
the lemon over any parts of the artichoke that were cut. With fingers, pull apart artichoke
bammopmﬂwmnmrfmsuﬁngmmanwlmmdlgmﬂzuudnkemm
scoop out the fuzzy choke, scraping to remove it all.
2. Heat oven to 425 degree.
3. Combine bread crumbs, parmesan, olives, oregano, sah.andpeppuu!ilbhﬂd.ﬂm—
tly hold open the center leaves where the hollow was cleaned and spoon in the stuffing so
that it is loosely packed. Transfer artichokes to an ovenproof baking dish with a cover; driz-
zle tops with olive oil. Pmnboﬂ:ngwatcrmtoﬂ)epan.abotnamofﬂnmynphw
tichokes. Cover.

- 4, Bakeabomﬁnnnummahnfemlyplemﬂwboumofdwm
Linda Bassett, author of “From Apple Pie to Pad Thai,” msmww
uf@:mmemmNoﬁ%mwyMMMbyuﬂd
KitchenCall@aol.com.

R R R R R TR T R R RN RN RAY ¥ L

—
-

Subscribe today,
convert to ez-pay
oF rencw your
current subscviplitm
and ynu’ll peceive

4 ISSUES FREE!

Order now!

1-888-MY-PAPER
(1-888-887-2737)

(Mention campaign code; 4FREEDS)

Or mail in this form with your payment
YES! Please sign me up for convenient home delivery of the
Allston/Brighton TAB and send me my 4 FREE ISSUES!

Please select one of the following:

0 Option: I:new & Curent Subscriers (1 Option 2 New Subscriber 0 Option 2: Coment Subscrber
Best Convenient Option Sign me up for | year with a one-  Renew my current subscription for
Subscribe with EZPay or convert  time payment of $37. 2-years with a one-time payment
my current subscription to EZPay. of $74.

| understand that my credit card wil ck lﬁ;;ubdwnmm

be charged one-time annually at the
current rate $37. ! :
;ov:ﬂt;'meivdsgsi?mf

e price of 52.
;Prmmgmmmwm

: WT&E
of mmm%mm%m

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD INFORMATION

o 0@ omE OEE

Cardholder name

Amount Enclosed

Name

Sereet | Apt. #
Ciry/State/Zip
Home phone

Email

Account numbar
Expiration date
Sgnature _

Mail this form to: CNC Circulation, P.O. Box 699159, Quincy, MA 02269

Offer avallable to households that have not subscribed in the past 30 days. In town delivery only. All subscriptions must be paid
by check or credit card. Delivery will continue uniess you notify us otherwise. You will be contacted prior to the axpiration period
By submitting your email address, you understand that you may reckive promotional email offers from CNG in the future

4FREE09 JAD9LC-05-CF metro

COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
COMPANY

Larverves Mass bew dopun

KEEPING TABS

THIS WEEK

THINGS 101

Les Ballets Jazz De Montreal, April 16-19, at the Institute of Contemporary Art in Boston.

Buddha visits Cambridge;
see Tallest Man on Earth

ood Revue: When | watch "Amerl-
an Idol” | often think to myseff, "That

singer belongs in a musical.” (And |
don’t necessarlly mean that as a compl-
ment.) But | don't think | ever said that while -
watching Ruben Studdard, the supersized
winner of 2003, But here he comes, headlin-
ing the cast of "Ain't Misbehavin',” which
lands at the Strand Theatre in Dorchester,
April 10-12. Catch a faste of 1930s Harlem
with this snappy revue that includes beloved
Fats Waller songs such as *Honeysuckie
Rose” and *The Joint s Jumpin'. Tickets: $28-
$58. Call; 866-348-9738.

‘Jazz’ Dancers: There are a couple of signs
that Les Ballels Jazz De Montreal is not your
average dance froupe. First, they think peo-
ple are going fo refer to them as (bjm-:
danse). Yes, the hard brackets are theirs, Can
you imagine saying fo someone, "Hey, have
you seen the new dance by hard-bracket
bim dash dance-with-an-S hard-bracket?”
It's not going fo happen.Second. they've
got a new dance called " Jack in the Box." |
don’t know whether that's based on the
kids toy or the fast food chain, but in efther
event, they're in uncharted teritory. The
group combines dance forms in a delicious
blend of ballet, moderm and street dance. |
ike the sound of that. Check out their show
(yes, “Jack in the Box” included), April 16-19,
at the Insfitute of Contemporary Artin
Boston. Tickets: $35, Call: 617-876-4275.

Buddha-fest. It take a litfle bit of chutzoah
to cast yourself as Buddha. it's a itle ke say-
ing. "I need someone fo play Jesus,and | think
I'm just the guy to do it.” But Evan Brenner has
been getting good press for his interesting

theatrical creation: a one-man show titled
“The Buddha — In His Own Words.” Brenner
captures the evolution of Buddha's thought,
and detais the story of his life, Including ifs litte-
known fragic ending. “The Buddha” plays April
10-12 at the Cambridge Family YMCA )
Theatre, at 820 Mass. Ave., in Cambricdge. Tick-
efs: $25-530.Cal: 800-838-3006.

Young Voices: Every theater longs fo at-
fract a younger audience, and the Lyric
Stage Company of Boston may be staging -
the show that could do something about it.
In “Speech & Debate,” three high school mis-*
fits are united by a shocking scandal that in-
volves one of their teachers, With thelr forma-
fion of a speech and debate club (I sald
they were misfits), their voices are heard as
they negotiate difficult teen issues such as
identity, sexuaility and belonging. This black
comedy by Stephen Karam just may bring a
younger audience to the theater. It runs
through April 25 at the Lyric Stage Company
of Boston. Call: 617-585-5678.

Tall Order. If you feel that the world of music
hasn't been the same since we lost ABBA,

then you've got a bigger problem than lcan "

|'II1

-

handie in this brief column. But if you think the "

next musical savior will come from Sweden,
then I've got afip for you, Check out the

musicof?hekiesl!\‘lcnmEthhernusiccl N

moniker of Swedish folksinger/songriter Krist- -
lan Matsson. The Swedish indie music scene is
actually quite hot, and Matsson, with songs
ranging from blues to folk to pop, is one of the
reasons. The Tallest Man on Earth plays April 11
at 9 p.m.at the Brattie Theatre, in Cambridge.
Tickets: $16.Cali: 617-876-4275.

— Alexander Stevens
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DAME, from page 9

dresses in shimmering frocks that would
have made Bob Mackey blush. A reporter
less kind than I might suggest she looks like
aman in a dress.

But it's not just her fashion taste that’s
landed her on “The Tonight Show,” “Ally
McBeal” and the Broadway stage. It’s also
her wit, the comerstone of her remarkable
show. Onstage, she relies heavily on her in-
teraction with audience members, who are
often the butt of her best jokes. No wonder
she can see patrons shrink in their seats as
she turns her attention to row C, For G.

“I look down, and I see people contorted
in anxiety,” she says. “My job is to alleviate
it. No one leaves the theater without a
cathartic moment — would your readers
know that word? It’s a catharsis that I pro-
duce. The people I've been speaking to, 1
invite later onto the stage, and you will see
how happy they are. Happy, almost trauma-
tized. So perhaps their appearance of happi-
ness is just a reflex. It's happiness at still
being alive.”

Dame Edna admits that she’ll make ad-
justments to her show for the Boston audi-
ences.

“Of course the people of Boston are
amongst the best-educated,” says Edna.
“So I won't be talking down to them. But
sometimes in some places in the Midwest,
I talk a little more slowly. And I say the
same thing more than once.”

These days, Dame Edna is aided by her
daughter, Valmai, who's “seriously dys-
functional,” says Dame Edna. “She’s a
sort of intern. Occasionally, she wonders
on, trying to learn what I do, but failing to
do so. Frankly, it’s a court order that’s put
her there with me. She is delinquent and
very, very disappointing. And I'm sorry in
advance to the audience. She's the Melis-
sa [Rivers] to my Joan [Rivers]. If I did
the red carpet [interviews], she’d be there
with me."”

If Dame Edna sounds like a callous
woman, she'll quickly point out that she
loves to give and that her commitment to
charity will be one of the pillars of her
‘great legacy.

“I"'m always doing things for other peo-
-ple,” she says. “I'm much sought-after by
many people, particularly urologists, be-
cause of my interest in the prostate. I'm
president and treasurer of Friends of the
Prostate. It's my own charity. I'm building,

Dame Edna stages “Tour’ de force

“I’m much sought-after by many people, parhcularly
urologists, because of my interest in the prostate. I'm
president and treasurer of Friends of the Prostate.”

Dame Edna

“Dame Edna: My First Last Tour”
Colonial Theatre, Boston
April 16-19

Tickets: $50-$67.50
Call: 800-982-2787

in Florida, Prostate World, which is a uro-
logical adventure playground. It's huge —
enlarged, you might say. The entrance,
strangely enough, is from the rear. There
are bowling alleys. A chapel — you can
married in the prostate itself. There’s a
pizzeria, a Hungry Jack. There’s a
Cinnabon."”

No wonder Dame Edna hobnobs at the
highest levels of society. Although she’s
from Australia, she’s always had a con-
nection with England’s royal family, and
she claims that she and the Queen “hit it
off.”

“When I'm in England, I stay in her
home,” Edna reports. “T have my own shelf

in the fridge, which is very rare. She's so
excited about my tour here. She’s thinking
about coming out to see me in Boston. She
would have to come anonymously, so if
you're in the theater, and there’s an elderly
woman with a head scarf and a couple of
Corgis, you'll know it's her, but don’t
break her anonymity.”

If the Queen is in the audience on the
night you attend, perhaps it will distract
Edna from you — a fact that you may ap-
preciate if you don’t enjoy being a punch
line. But if she gently roasts you in front of
the 1,696 other patrons at the Colonial
Theatre that night, take heart in the fact that
she really appreciates that you're there.

“I'm eternally grateful that [the fans]
come,” says Edna. “To me, the audience is
the show. If I had my own way, I'd put
them all on the stage, and I would sit in the
audience and watch them. I can tell you,
they're a great sight. So encourage your
people to dress nicely.”

Order photo reprints!
1-866-746-8603
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“One of the best
‘coming of age’
movies ever made.
' done!

-Stuart Les, WNYX-TV
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Summer ’09

Norwell & Marblehead: July 6-August 13
Boston & Newton: August 3-20

Discover e Joy o« Dance
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‘Ricky Jay pulls a career out of his hat

in college, I would be performing at fratemity

NanonamnouearrmgsmnquPMnrgan ]“{IFPQ ir HeaithPlan
The 2008-2000 Dance Series is sponsored by
The Little Family Foundation and '! EMERSON COLLEGE

JAY, from page 9 Dance Series Media Partner

and I was always around the best people in
the world because they were friends of my
grandfather’s. It was part of my life. It was
much later before 1 thought I would make it
my major profession.

“My grandfather taught me everything,” he
adds. “One of the things was what to look for
in other magicians. In talking about specific
magicians he would say, ‘Look at the way he
gives instructions to the audience; they're al-
ways clear. The audience will understand
what the effect is.” Or he would say, ‘Look at
the misdirection, the way the performer fo-
cuses the attention of what he wants the audi-
ence to see.””

Jay likes to point out that he had a fairly
regular childhood in the New Jersey suburbs,

-playing baseball and basketball with friends.
== “But the difference of my upbringing with
agic as opposed to any ‘normal’ kid with
-magic is that they had their Uncle Hary
Zpul]ingaquarteroutofﬁleireac.andlhaddlc
-equivalent of some of the greatest magiciam
*in the world pulling a quarter out of my ear.”

Jay, who starred in the David Mamet-di-
recled Off-Broadway productions of “Ricky
Jay & His 52 Assistants™ and “Ricky Jay: On
the Stem,” won't mention any specifics of
"Rogue s Gallery,” but feels that the new
- show is very different from the two previous
' ones.

_ “The major difference is the extent of audi-
gnce participation in this one,” he says. “T'd
always had the participation of someone who
becomes part of a performance effect. But in

Ricky Jay
Somerville Theater, Davis Square
April 10, 8 p.m.

Tickets: $55, $75, $110; students,
$25. No children under 17 admitted.
Call 1-800-745-3000

this case, the conversation part is steered by
the audience. There are many choices made
by them which will determine what I speak
about, what I show. That improvisational part
has me very excited.”
Jay never seems very excited. He's mes-
y expressionless in his film and TV
roles (“House of Cards,” “Boogie Nights,”
“Deadwood”). And onstage he maintains a
calm demeanor and a gentle voice, even
while performing the most dazzling decep-
tions (he doesn’t call them tricks), usually
with cards. Yet there’s a hint of a happy
squeak in his voice when he’s asked about
Mamet’s involvement this time around.
“We list him as Director of Prison Opera-
tions,” he says, chuckling. “He did more
ing and bending of the last two shows,
but he’s still a consultant and conspirator and
confidante. His involvement is essential, as
always, as is that of my business partner,
Michael Webber.”
Jay didn’t really know he was going to be a
magician when he was 4, but the performance

bug never went away.
“I dropped out of college — 1 did frequent-
ly — and magic was what I would do when I

left,” he says proudly. “And even when | was

Fogel and Wolfson built

JE\’J‘I’OPIA from page 9
“and Wolfson headed West (separately) to
.*make their fortunes in entertainment, had
- their hopes dashed, then met each other and
- hit gold.
' Wolfson majored in film and minored in
' theater at Northwestern, and knew that he
wanted to make a living in writing and act-
mg Fogel wasn't quite so focused: *1 went
Ito college to go to college, " he says, laugh
. ing. “The acting-writing thing came later.”
© “We met [in L.A.] through a gentile
*friend,” says Wolfson, putting an emphasis
-on the word gentile. “He met Bryan first and
-had never met a Jew before. Then he met me
.and I guess he thought, ‘Now I know two
Jews. Maybe I should introduce them."”
Both Fogel and Wolfson were at the time
aspiring standup comics, but found they
weren't going anywhere.
= ‘] saw a scene Sam wrote and everybody
-loved it, and t.’nen 1 started hounding him to
-wnte with me,” says Fogel. “That was the
“beginning”
~ “We ended up writing what would become
~the first scene of ‘Jewtopia’ just as a fun
~thing,” recalls Wolfson. “It got such a great
“response we decided to tum it into a full-

L

“World of Jewtopia”
Leventhal-Sidman JCC
333 Nahanton St., Newton

April 11 (8 p.m.); April 12 (1 and 5 p.m.)
Tickets: $22-530
Call 617-965-5226

length play. We spent about a year writing
that, got some money together, and we put it
up in L.A. at the Coast Playhouse. We were
going to run there for a minimum of two
months. But we ran for 18 months. It just did-
n't stop. We were shocked. We had a success-
ful play in a city that doesn’t do many plays.
The actors and directing were great, and the
timing was great.”

“We got a good review,” says Fogel. “And
once the train started it was a wild ride. Every
time we'd show up at the theater [to perform
the show] we were sold out.”

The original show, with a cast of seven —
including Fogel and Wolfson in the leads asa
Jewish man and a gentile man both looking
to settle down with a Jewish woman — even-
tually moved to New York for another round
of sold-out shows, then popped up for short
runs in various cities around the country.

houses and night spots.

“I moved out to California in my early 20s
to spend time with Dai Vernon and Charlie
Miller, the two greatest sleight-of-hand
artists. But before that happened I'd already
been on ‘The Tonight Show’ and making a
living doing magic.”

Jay was once quoted as saying, “Magic
gives me more pleasure and more pain than
anything else I've ever dealt with.”

Asked what he meant by that statement, he
clears his throat, possibly stalling for time be-
fore coming up with a good answer, then
says, “The performance of bad magic is truly
painful for me to watch, and the idea of theft
within the profession is so prevalent and so
dreadful — that also really causes me pain.
On the other hand, seeing something beauti-
fully created and beautifully performed is one
of the great pleasures in life.

“And being fooled is one of the great plea-
sures in life,” he adds. *1 still get fooled. It's a
great feeling.”

An even better feeling for him is the experi-
ence of having an audience in the palm of his
hand.

“I have no regrets whatsoever about choos-
ing this as a path,” he says. “T'm utterly grati-
fied by being able to do this.”

He lowers his voice, in a conspiratorial
manner, then says, “And it's a lovely feeling
when you know you've really fried some-

Ed Symkus can
esymkus @cnc.com.

‘Jewtopia’

The Los Angeles production of
“Jewtopia” was directed by Andy
Fickman. Bryan Fogel and Sam
Wolfson play storm troopers in
Fickman's new film, “Race to
Witch Mountain.”

be reached at

But a seven-person show, with understud-
ies, is an expensive undertaking to bring on
the road. So along came “World of Jew-
topia,” a trimmed-down version that’s heavy
on audience participation.

“It’s the two of us talking about our loves
and families,” says Wolfson. “And it’s an A-
to-Z kind of Jewish history and culture thing.
We also talk to the crowd and they're not shy
about answering back.

“Therte is no fourth wall at all,” he adds.

“Usually at the end of the show, in a Carol
Burnett. fashion, we ask if anyone has any
questions. It's often the most fun part of the
show.”

Fogel also likes the Q&A section of the
show.

He laughs and says, ““Yeah, a couple of re-
ally good ideas came out of that part that I
stole.”

Ed Symkus can be
esymkus @cnc.com.

reached at

Ailey Boston Engagement Media Partner The Bogton Slobe
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Shi-Yeon Sung, conductor

Nelson Freire, piano

SIBELIUS The Bard

GRIEG Piano Concerto

COPLAND Suite from Appalachian Sprrng

BARTOK Suite from The Miraculous
Mandarin

; Nelson Freire
: plays Grieg
APR 9 THURS 8Pm
APR 10 FRI 1:30PM

APR T1 SAT 8Pm
9 APR 14 TUES BPm

Beethoven &
2 Mahler

APR 16 THURS 10:30AM
APR 16 THURS BPm
APR 17 FRI Brm
APR 18 saT Bpm

E
-

Mark Wigglesworth, conductor
Julia Fischer, violin

Juliane Banse, soprano
BEETHOVEN Violin Concerto
MAHLER Symphaony No. 4

OPEN REMEARSALS ARE NOTED IN LICHTTYPE.

Vis II‘tunrq symphonyplus hrPn rm’f.r’ st-Conc

“!I-"r}”/}!"”'{l:l-’- events on these dates. Majority free to
TICKETS: $19-$115  bso.org « 617-266-1zoo~

:::; L:‘j;::’;‘m;mﬁr PRE-CONCERT TALKS The BSO offers Pre-Concert
cd : Talks, free to ticket holders, In Symphony Hall prior

& 1F roorm e-63t-gasg. to all BSO concerts and Open Rehearsals.

= For services, ticketing, and information for  Supported by New England Coffee.

‘J persons with disabifities call 617-638-9431. AN programs and artists subject to change.
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ACCESS HOLLYWOOD, Scott Mantz
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STADIUM 18 RANDOLPH WOBURN
BOOFANDANGO 448 781/863-3800 T81/833-5330

AMC AME Lo
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Miguel (Algenis Perez Soto) throws a warm-up pitch while a fan looks on.

‘Sugar’ makes pitch for realism

Sugar (B+)

hen the Red Sox ended 86 years
of futility at the 2004 World Se-
ries they owed a huge debt of

gratitude to the Dominican Republic, home
of the team’'s three best players: Manny
Ramirez, David Ortiz and Pedro Martinez.

FILM REVIEW

AL ALEXANDER

They hit and pitched like their lives de-
pended on it. They also drew a tremendous
amount of attention to their poverty-stricken
homeland, where baseball isn’t just a pas-
time; it's a way out, or more accurately, the
only way out.

Make it big in the Big Leagues and you
can live big as Big Papi; fail, and you'll like-
ly spend the rest of your days living from
meal to meal.

That’s a lot of pressure, as “Sugar” so
vividly shows in following a wide-eyed kid
from one of the island’s many baseball acad-
emies 1o the shores of the Mississippi River,
where he stands on the mound ready to make
his pitch for the Majors.

It's a fascinating journey, but one rife with
pitfalls, not the least of which is the language
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‘Paris’ puts on a show
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barrier that confronts almost all Dominicans
when they’re whisked off to the States witha
grasp of English limited to simple baseball
terms like “fly ball” and the all-important
“T've gotit.”

The writing and directing team of Ryan
Fleck and Newton-native Anna Boden aren’t
above exploiting the inherent humor, like a
player feeling the need to order French toast
at every meal because he can’t read the
IHOP menu. But they're more invested in
the pathos associated with the immigrant ex-
perience: the loneliness, the racial prejudice
and the patronizing attitudes.

Those are also your first clues that “Sugar”
is not going to be the usual feel-good base-
ball movie with everything riding on the big
game. In fact, there’s not a “big game” in
sight; just a lot of little ones in rookie and sin-
gle-A ball. But that doesn’t mean they are not
big games for 19-year-old pitcher Miguel
“Sugar” Santos (Algenis Perez Soto), look-
ing to ride his devastating curve straight to
Easy Street.

Soto has never acted before, but he’s utter-
ly convincing in conveying both the fear and
the cockiness that comes with being a highly
regarded phenom. And Fleck and Boden,
following up on their Oscar-nominated
“Half Nelson,” fully complement him by
putting the viewer not just at his back, but

also in his head.

“Sugar” isn’t just about baseball, it’s also
about being a stranger in a strange land, par-
ticularly when the scene shifts to rural Iowa,
where Miguel takes up residency with an el-
derly farm couple while playing for the fic-
tional Single-A Bridgetown Swing. He does-
n't quite know what to make of Granny and
Gramps (Ann Whitney and Richard Bull)
and their regular servings of meatloaf and
Jesus, but he does know what to make.of
their attractive 17-year-old granddaughter
(Ellary Porterfield), whose charms translate
well in any language.

Their relationship is both charming and
tragic, because Fleck and Boden avoid Hol-
lywood conventions and instead keep you'on
your toes, wondering where their film i§
headed next.

And where it’s headed is to a destination
you never expected. But it's also the only
place their film could possibly go if they
hoped to maintain the story’s strong sense of
realism.

How you feel about that may make the dif-
ference between “Sugar” being a stand-up
triple or a home run, but either way, it’s a hit
—even if you don't like baseball. And aftet
2004, what Bostonian doesn’t like baseball?

Not rated. “Sugar” contains language
and some sexuality and drugs.
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Douce (Nora Arnezeder)

tries to avoid the back seat
advances of the wealthy Galapiat
(Bernard-Pierre Donnadieu).

tough and handsome Jewish rab-
ble-rouser who's trying to get
union members to strike, all
while keeping up his reputation
of being a ladies’ man.

But this remains a story aboul
the spirit and resiliency of the-
ater people and their “on-with-
the-show” attitude. One of the
Chansonia’s regular performers,
Jacky (Kad Merad), who is
known by his self-proclaimed
moniker, the “prince of imitas
tors” — even though he's moré
of a dunce than a prince — con*
vinces some of his compatriots,
the now-sad Pigoil among them,
to reopen the theater illegally, to
stage, in a word, an occupation. .

It's from that point that Barrati*
er’s script starts fossing out ques-
tions: Can the actors save the the-
ater? Will Pigoil ever see his son
again? Does Jacky have any tal-
ent? That’s just the beginning of
the questions viewers may ask.

The film is scattered with
comic sequences — an audition
sequence that would have fit per-
fectly in “Funny Bones” is hilar-
ious — but maintains an aura of
menace that comes along with
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Paris 36 (B+)

on't call it a musical.
It's a drama with
music. But it might as

well be one of those Mickey
Rooney-Judy Garland movies

FILM REVIEW
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where someone talks about their
dad owning a bam so, “Let’s put
on a show!”

But in Christophe Barratier’s
new film — spoken in French
and set in 1936 Paris — there’s
already a real theater, one that’s
on the skids and unable to bring
in enough money to satisfy a
loan from some angry mob-
sters.

The film actually starts off
with what 1 consider an error in
judgment by Barratier: an intro
that shows one of the main char-
acters in trouble with the law,
then flashes back to earlier, hap-
pier days. It's a device that’s
used far too often in films today.
Why not just start at the begin-
ning, then let the story play out?
There's no need to give a “hint”
as to where it's al} going.

But flash back it does, to zippy
string music in the background

and a New Year’s Eve variety -

show at the Chansonia Theatre,
where Pigoil (Gerard Jugnot) —
the man who will “later” be
questioned by the police — is
the curtain puller, and his wife
Viviane (Elisabeth Vitali) is the
emcee and sometimes singer
who, we're shown right away,

likes to sleep around.

Let the melodrama begin!

And once it does, it rarely
stops, except for the occasional
music number.

Pigoil and Viviane have ‘a
young son, Jojo (Mexance Perrin)
who, unbeknownst to mom or
dad, is regularly out on the streets
with his accordion, busking for
money. But when mom leaves
town for another man (or maybe
it’s other men), she takes Jojo with
her; it’s this secondary act that fi-
nally breaks Pigoil's heart, as he’s
always had a close and loving re-
lationship with his son. Even
worse for Pigoil, the theater’s dan-
gerous and wealthy fascist owner,
Galapiat (Bemard-Pierre Don-
nadieu), closes the place down.

In the midst of all of this, we
meet Milou (Clovis Comillac), a

the times. France in the 1930s
was not a good place to be if you
were Jewish or a union member,
and brutal men in masks not

only make appearances, they

also do some nasty deeds.

“Paris 36" is shamelessly
schmaltzy and features big,
broad performances — the best
two are the versatile Kad
Merad’s Jacky and the emotion-
ally  shape-shifing = Nora
Arezeder’s Douce. Many of the
film’s numerous questions have
surprising answers. But since
this is a French film, it shouldn’t
be a surprise that, despite its
eventual Busby Berkley-like
proportions, there’s a point in the
film when the guns come out.

Rated PG-13. “Paris 36" con-
tains sexuality, nudity and vio-
lence.
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The best Jamaican food
comes with a side of adventure

By Erin Smith slushy sigh as small waves lapped
GATEHOUSE NEWS SERVICE over our raft.

PORT ANTONIO, Jamaica - That's when 1 looked down and

The murky river water made &  realized the only thing keeping us

Weekend

afloat on Jamaicas Rio Grande
River was several thick 30-foot
bamboo poles lashed together and
our raft captain, who was using a
long pole to navigate from the
foothills of Jamaicas Blue Moun-
tains to St. Margaret’s Bay and Port
Antonio (on Jamaica’s east coast).
Its easy to understand why
Boston's elite became hooked on
the river trips in the 1870s, when
Lorenzo Dow Baker, founder of
Boston Fruit Company, used rafts
to ferry bananas to ships and
liked it so much he invited friends
along. Silver screen legend Errol
Flynn also popularized Rio
Grande rafting trips in the '50s.
But today, devotees of Ja-
maican food know the real rea-
son to take the river adventure:
the authentic bush-style cuisine.

April 24 - 26, 2009

Antique Car Parade - Tailgate Picnic
Daffodil Flower Show - Dog Parade
Daffy Hat Pageant - Children’s Parade

NantucketChamber.org

508-228-17 00

MNassachusotts-

massvacation.com
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GHNS PHOTOS BY ERIN SMITH

Left, “Miss Betty” first got the idea to set up her open air cooking hut along the Rio Grande River after
she hiked from her home in the hills in the 1970s and sold some boiled corn and chicken to a couple of
American tourists. Above, at Little Ochie at Alligator Pond is a beachside restaurant where diners sit at
picnic tables and enjoy fresh red snapper, parrot fish and lobsters.

On the secluded riverbanks, you
can taste mouthwatering plantain
tarts, coconut drops, fricassee
chicken, crawfish seasoned with
spicy scotch bonnet peppers,
calaloo (a spinach type vegetable),
cornmeal and spices wrapped in
banana leaves, and shrimp and
mussel soup. Our feast was pre-
pared at Betty’s Riverside Canteen
in tall metal pots set on wood and
stone fire pits.

Like many of the best places to
eat in Jamaica, Betty's doesn't
have a street address. The spot is
only reachable by raft. “Miss
Betty” opened her riverside cook-
ing hut in the 1970s after she had
some success selling boiled corn
to American rafting tourists. She
later quit the venture to workina
dress shop, but luckily.for afi-
cionados of Jamaican home
cooking, she reopened her stand
in 1984. Daughter Wissy now
runs the show; Miss Betty helps.

It takes these two and their
small band of neighborhood
women about 40 minutes to hike
down from their hillside homes
and cross the river, all while car-
rying the food and cooking pots
on their heads.

For food lovers seeking more ac-
offers a plethora of good eats.

There are roadside “jerk cen-
tres” selling jerk chicken for
about $5. But any local will tell
you there's more to the local cui-
sine than that (plus, you can get
the spicy chicken in the U.S.).

My advice: Skip the jerk. In-
dulge instead in such treats as the
spicy pepper shrimp at Billy's
Roadside Pepper Shrimp in the
small, south coast village of Mid-
dle Quarters.

To find the dusty, wooden
shack, which Bilroy Kerr has op-
erated for about 14 years, follow
the crowd. Older local women in
bright, flowing traditional skirts,
younger women in jeans, and
men in hardhats on their lunch
breaks all line up daily for heap-
ing portions of stewed chicken,

fresh coleslaw, peanut porridge
known as “sip” and shrimp.

Kerr cooks over an open coal
pit and offers curious eaters a
chance to nibble some of his more
exofic fare.

“Cow skin with beans,” he said,
grinning and lifting the lid off a pot
filled with chunks of crispy, roast-
ed meat. “It's Jamaican food, very
strong. It’s good for your body

If you're too timid to try “mys-
tery meat,” drive a little further
down Jamaica’s south coast o

Little Ochie Seafood Restaurant,

in the town of Alligator Pond,
where you can sit at bright yellow
and green picnic tables in

thatched-roof huts on stilts and
order fresh red snapper, jerk
crab, curried conch and grilled
lobster by the pound. Jamaican
lobster meat is denser, unlike the
texture of its Maine counterparts.

You'll need to allow a couple of
hours to eat at Little Ochie. Ja-
maica is a friendly and laid back
country, and the answer to nearly
every question — including “Why
is the food taking so long?” - is
“No problem, mon.”

Take a hint from the locals: A hit of
relaxation and a rum punch or Red
when things don't rum as smoothly
or quickly as you might like.

EATING THERE: The best places to eat in Jamaica
are often difficult to find. Billy's Roadside Pepper
Shrimp is along a dusty road in the Middie Quar-
ters, a south coast village in the province of Saint

Elizabeth. There's no address, but adventurous
food lovers can call for directions. Pepper shrimp is about $13, while a
cup of shrimp soup is less than $1 (in Jamaica, 876-366-4182),
* Little Ochie also doesn’t have an official address. The beachside
restaurant is in Alligator Pond in the province of Saint Elizabethand
- serves grilled lobster at about $11 per pound and lobster tail st $17

ml'

per pound. Jerk crab and curried conch cost only about $7 (876-382-

mmm-mmmmmw
most resorts; $70 for a two-person raft on a two-hour float. (Call
876-993-5778 to schedule a river trip.) If you want to eat at Betty’s
Riverside Canteen, call to make menu arrangements (876-389-
8826; ask for Belinda “Wissy” Gray; about $30 for a full spread).
Make sure to wear your bathing suit in case you want to jump in the

river for a swim.

Firefly, the former hilltop home of literary great Noel Coward, is
worth a visit for its breathtaking views of Port Maria. it's the perfect
place to sit with a cup of Blue Mountain coffee. Call ahead to re-
quest food and coffee service, as well as a tour of the hilltop estate

(876-725-0920).

STAYING THERE: Sandals operates seven all-inclusive, beachfront re-
sorts for couples in Jamaica ~ in Montego Bay, Negril, Ocho Rios and
Whitehouse (in a secluded area on the south coast) ~ and is offering
its romantic, luwxury accommodations with discounts of up 60 per-
cent in 2009, Rates, including accommodations, meals, drinks and

activities, start at $289 per person,

per night, before the discounts

(plus, stay at one resort and enjoy meals and activities at the others

as well). Call 888-Sandals or visit www.sandals.com.

For families, the same firm operates Beaches all-inclusive resorts in
Negril and Ocho Rios, with special pricing for kids. Call 888-Beaches

or visit www.beaches.com.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON JAMAICA: Visit www.visit |

jamaica.com or call 800-233-4582.

“THE CLARION NANTASKET BEACH RESORT HOTEL & SPA”

The Clarion Nantasket Beach Resort Hotel & Spa is pleased to welcome you and your

family this spring. With our indoor pool , The Sand Dollar Spa , and Oceanfront location

= you can save time, money, gas and still enjoy a wondarful getaway. Enjoy sparkling

water views, unparalleled hospitality and spectacular sunrises over Nantasket Beach.To
et a jump on Sprlnp and turn the tide on winter come stay with us and enjoy our Buy

Enn Get gne Night Free package or Ladies Quick Escape gpa Getaway Package. Don't

forget Mother's Day is right around the comner, gift certificates available now!

‘Based on availability restrictions -may apply, Call 781-925-4500 for details-www,nantas-

ketbeachhotel.com

OUTSIDE NEW ENGLAND

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL
$129 for 2 persons. Singles $124, Suites $139 to $159. Lincoln Center area. Hudson

River views. T8 floors, kitchenette. 5 minutes to midtown. Safe, quiet, luxury area
Riverside & 80th Street. For Free Brochure visit www.riversidetowerhotel.com or call
800-724 3136

INDIAN HEAD RESORT

50" PLASMA HDTV in all rooms! Heated Outdoor and Hot Spa Open all Winter!
Restaurant & Lounge, weekend and Holiday Week Kid's Programs, Free Shuttle to Loon
And Cannon Skiing. Midweek Ski & Stay from $81.50 pp/do Indoor Pool and Hot Spa,
Saunas, Game Room, Gift Shop, Function Room. Nightly Lodging from $89. per night
for 2. 7 Night Midweek Lodging Pass $250. for 2! 1-800-343-8000 www.indianhead-
resort.com

THE BEACON RESORT

Midweek Ski & Stay only $70. pp/do. Midweek Lodging from $39 with FREE
Continental Breakfast. Call about our 7 Night Midweek Lodging Pass $250. for 21
Indoor Pools, Dad's Restaurant & Lounge, Gift Shop, Game Room & More. A
Clermont Family Resort. 1-800-258-8934 www.beaconresort.com

Gift Certzﬁcate

GetAWAY wants you o have the best maﬂ'o'n ever, _aéu
every week we are giving away a $100 gift certificate
irom one of our Travel Directory advertisers! Just fill
out the information below and mail it to us.

Good luck and thanks for checking out GetAWAY!

Name:_

Address:

City:
Daytime Phone: ( )l

Email:___

Neadham MA 02494

ol comyg;

¥ 10 be eligihla. Empl

Futes: No purchags necessary. To be shipible, winners must be 18 years of age or oider. Winners will be nofified by phone
ox ty emai Entries are eligible for one week's contest only and deadiine for entries for sach week's contest s the following
Frickey. Do winner will be randomiy chosen each wesk. Dacision of the judges is final and nol subject 1o appeal. Prize
carnot be exchanged of redsemed for cash, All entries bacome the property of GateHouse Media. We reserve The right
10 alter or terminate this contest at any time. Each winner gives permission to publish hisher aame, town, and ikeness
wilth regard to optcome of this contest. Onty oné winner per housahold per week. Original ballots and reasonable facsimile
of ballots drawn by hand will be accepted. no photocopies will be accepted, ballots must be mailed separately and filled
of GateHouss Media and their immediate families are not efigible.

NEW HAMPSHIRE

WOODWARD'S RESORT

Woodward's features 85 rooms with 2 queen beds, our Open Hearth Steak House &
lounge w/ stone fireplace, indoor pool, sauna, jucuzzi & lighted skating pond.
Midweek ski & stay from $73. PPDO. Snowmobile packages available. 7 night mid-
week lodging pass non heliday only $250, valid for the entire ski season, Located

6 miles from Loon and Cannon ski areas.1-800-635-8968 www.woodwardsresort.com

EAGLE MOUNTAIN HOUSE & GOLF CLUB
Swing into spring! Mid-Week from $49rm. Ski Wildcat, Hike, Bike or Shop tax-free
outlets until you drop. Affordable, casual, family friendly, dining, sports tavern, game
room, saunas, firplace, gold onsite. AAA*** B00-966-5779 www.eaglemt.com

PURITY SPRING RESORT-GROUP AND THEME GETAWAYS

Discover theme weekends at Purity offering; Ballroom Dancing, Scrapbooking,
Audubon Birding, and Kayaking. Affordable lakeside inclusive lodging. Amenities incl
indoor pool, hot tub, fitness center, kayaking, tennis, mountain biking & more.

www.purityspring/travel 1-800-373-3754

VERMONT

HAWK INN & MOUNTAIN RESORT

Located on 1,200 Pristine acres, Hawk is one of the most peaceful and unspoiled
resorts in the world. 4 seasons of Activities: Archery, Biking, Cross Country Skiing, Fly
Fishing, Heated Indoor & Outdoor Pbol, Hiking, Horseback Riding, Ice Skating,
Marina, Snowshoeing, Spa & Salon, Tennis. www.hawkresort.com ~ 877-621-2937

ASCUTNEY VERMONT
Our newly renovated rooms and villas offer the comforts of home with Magnificent
mountain views. Located at Ascutney Mountain Resort, you'll have access to all resort
activities and amenities. Take advantage of special discounted rates at www.orange-
lake.com/ascutney and-use proma code VT50 or call 866-591-0448

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL EILEEN AT 781-433-6915
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AT THE LIBRARY

Brighton Branch

40 Academy Hill Road,
Brighton, 617-782-6032. The
Brighton Branch is closed for
renovations. No programs are
being offered.

Faneuil Branch

419 Faneuil St.,
617-782-6705

Brighton,

Programs for children

and special events

Groups must register in ad-
vance. Visit www.bpl.org, click
on Wild Reads Across the City
to see other children’s programs
at the Boston Public Library and
its neighborhood branches.

Faneuil Bookworms

Children in grades kinder-
garten to three and their care-
givers are welcome to join the
group for stories and conversa-
tion. Read the book indepen-
dently or as a family read-aloud.
Books available one month in
advance. No registration is re-
quired.

Lap-sit Story Time

Children 4 and younger and a *

caregiver are welcome to join in
for stories and a craft Mondays
at 10:30 a.m. No registration is
required.
Storytime

For ages 2 to 5 and their fami-
lies. Stories and a craft. Mon-
days and Wednesdays from
10:30-11:15 a.m.

Bedtime Stories
All ages. Stories and a paper
craft. Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Book Discussion Groups

The OK Club

The Only Kids Club is a book
discussion group for children in
grades four and above. Books
will be available one month in
advance of meeting at the Fa-
neuil Branch and are chosen
each month by club members.
Registration is required. For
more information, call 617-782-
6705.

The Faneuil Pageturners

The Faneuil Pageturners is a
monthly book discussion group
for children 10 and older that

meets Thursdays at 4 p.m.
Books will be available one
month in advance of the meeting
at the Faneuil Branch. Registra-
tion is required. For more infor-
mation or-to register, call 617-
782-6705.

The Book Bunch Book Club

The group meets Mondays at
4 p.m. Book discussion for kids
in grades seven and eight.

Adult Programs

Adult book discussion group

Reading Massachusetts Writ-
ers. Books are available at the
Faneuil Branch Library.

ESOL conversation group

No registration, no charge, just
a useful period for improving
your comfort with the English
language. Group meets every
Thursday from 10:30 a.m.-
noon.

Honan-Allston
Branch

300 North Harvard St., All-
ston, 617-787-6313

Library programs at
Honan-Allston Branch

The following are upcoming
programs at Honan-Allston
Branch:

For children and famil_ies:

Free creative drama class

Ann Adams of Library Cre-
ative Drama Inc. uses role-play,
improvisation and storytelling
as tools to strengthen the life
skills of children between 7 and
12. Class takes place Monday,
April 13,3 to 4 p.m.

Toddler Story

Songs, stories and a craft pro-
ject for children 1 1/2 and 3 1/2
years old and their caregivers
takes place Tuesday, April 14,
10:30 a.m. Register by calling
the children’s librarian.

Drop-in Science

Curious kids in grades three
to seven are invited to build and
test a science experiment and
take it home when they are
done. Drop-in Science meets
Wednesday, April 15, at 4:30
p.m.

Creative Movement

for-

Children

Two Creative Movement for
Children classes for boys and
girls 4 to 7 will be taught by
Erica Sigal on Saturdays,
April 11 and 18, 11 a.m.

Infant massage for baby

A five-week program where
parents will learn relaxation
techniques and spend time con-
necting with their child through
massage. This class is for babies
1 year and younger. Expecting
parents are welcome too. Pro-
gram is Fridays, April 10 and
17, 10:30 a.m. To register, call
617-474-1143, ext. 250.

Join the Kids’ Club

The Kids’ Club is for children
8 to 12 who want to discover
and explore. There will be sci-
ence experiments, crafts, activi-
ties and games. Learn about
physics with marbles, print-
making with Styrofoam and
more. The club meets Wednes-
days at 4:30 p.m.

Preschool Reading Readi-
ness Story Time

Each week there will be sto-
ries and songs about animals
plus a craft activity for children

3 to 5 years old. The group
meets Friday, April 10, at
10:30 a.m. Call the children’s li-
brarian to register at 617-787-
6313.

English as a Second Lan-
guage Conversation Groups
— Join adult learners of English
to practice informal conversa-
tion with a trained volunteer.
Tuesdays, from 11:30 a.m.-5
p.m.; Wednesdays, from noon-
1:30 p.m., and from 6-7:30
p-m.; Fridays, from 10 a.m.-

noon; and Saturdays, from 2-3
p.mn.

For adults:

Book group

The book group meets
Wednesday, April 15, 6 p.m. to

discuss “A Trail of Crumbs” by
Kim Sunee. Copies of the book
are available at the library. New
members are welcome.

Exhibit

The annual Al]stom'Bnghton
Art Expo, featuring work by
local artists in a variety of media,
may be visited during regular
hours of library operation
through Saturday, April 25.

CAMp, SCHOOL axD ACTIVITIES

9 4

Il Many parents may not real-
" Ml ize that there are tax bene-
fits to sending kids to camp.
To qualify for a tax savings,
parents must have depen-
dent children under the age
of 13 and enroll them in a
summer day camp, thus
allowing both parents to
either work or go to school.

Sending a child to day camp
so that a parent can work
qualifies as a dependent-
care expense. The size of
the tax benefit allowable by

camps.

PRESENT THI

law varies depending on the
parent’s income; and ACA,
New England recommends
that parents consult an
accountant or tax advisor
about how to claim this ben-
efit. If a parent’s adjusted
gross income is more than
§43,000, he/she can claim a
credit of 20% of the cost of
summer day camp o up o
$600 for one child. This
savings only applies to day
camps, not to overnight

Ages4-15 ¢ Excellent Facilities * Experienced and Caring Staff
18 Weekly Activities (including swimming) ¢ Extended Days Available
Lunch (hot/cold) served daily *

N
{Valid for first-time campers between the ages of four and five
who enroll at Mount Ida Day Camp for three or more weeks.)

parents are at work.

ACA, New England

Bussel!

Give your kids a memorable summer!

EIDA MounT Ipa DAy Camp e
i June 29 - Aucust 20, 2009

50% discount for third sibling

1

“We want parents to know
that sending their child to
camp can be looked upon as
great summer option. Not
only does camp help kids
grow and flourish, it offers
a safe environment while

now there's the double
advantage of saving on your www.campparents.org
taxes. Everyone wins,” says  (781) 541-6080

Executive Director Bette

Provided by the
Camp Association,

New England, the regions
leading source for “all things
summer camp.” Additional
camp .h,'dn'fl resources

American

available online
Www.dcane-camps.org
www.campfairs.org

And

‘%Ouml:-cun
AN
} /nuorlu!mn:

New England

CELTIC LEGEND
My 1217 Boys &Gids 1218
Jly 1924  BoysOnly  12:18
Juby 2631 BoysOny 1218

W for a free Brochure write or call
Dave W. Cowens
Basketball School, Inc.

150 Wood Road, Suite 304
Braintree, MA 02184
(781) 849-9393

Am=<P>prvonw 90~ >DmZ

All camps operated in Massachusetts
must comply with regulations of the
Massachusetts Department of Public
Health and be licensed by the board
of health of the city or town
in which they are located.

P TR Y

L T (R Y S S e,
SUMMER CAMP MAY BE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

PONKAPOAG

JUNIOR GOLF ACADEMY
Young golfers leaming the gome of o lifetime.
The most popular junior golf camp in the Greater Boston area.

Classes available April Vacation and
each week of summer beginning June 8th.

We offer three and five day camps for golfers ages 6 to 16.

2167 Washington St., Canton, MA | (781) 401-3191
ponkapoaggolfshop@comcast.net | visit our website www.ponkapoaggolf.com

Coed Groupings - Ages 4 to 12
June 29 thru August 21
Aftercamp childcare until 6
Swimming, Archery, Sports, Music
Nature, Crafts, Newcomb, Clay,
Ropes Course, Theater, and More!

**fv tenacrecds. org!surnmerfdaycamp

FOR BROCHURE (781) 235-3238

June Specialty Programs
SWIM LESSONS June B-12, June 15-19, June 22-26
Private & Group for Ages 3 and up ; Parent/Toddler for Ages 1-3
RISING STAR SPORTS June 15-19, June 22-26 Ages 3 to entering 2nd

\West Suburban YMCA

m.westsnbn.rbaﬁymca.org

PULSIED

about which camp to send your kids to?

We can help you solve it!

276 Church Street
Newton, MA 02458
617-244-6050, ext. 3008

All-Stars Position Basketball

: /" Baskstball Camp
Camp for Girls Reai
August 10-13, 2009 egis College
@ Beaver Country Day School July 6-10
Chestnut Hill, MA July 13-17
Evening camp from 5:30pm - 8:30pm Rll“ Boys and Girls 9-15
*Individual Instruction by Position Meadowbrook School of Weston
o toALC?;ch{r)gRanwl:wo June 15-19 » June 22-26 » Aug. 24-28
S MO""’ The ﬁe&lﬁ% in Sudbury
BCDS Head Coach Boys ond Girl 6-14
Carol Simon -
AT sandeisomen'shesd Conch [ -l pichout oo o e 5625603
~  Limited Enroliment E-muﬂ manoddy @ comcast.net
)

internalDrive.co

TECH CAMPS

1-888-709-TECH (8329)

America’s #1 Tech Camp for ages 7-18 held at:

MIT - Merrimack
Brown « Smith
Stanford « UCLA

NYU & more!

REGISTER TODAY!
i Save with Code MA24

ST
t

JM M [ R PROGRAMS

DAY CAMP

A traditional day camp program
for boys and girls,
4R 11212

CROSS STIX

A week of lacrosse! June 22 - 26
Coed, ages 9 to0 12
All levels & abilities; equipment provided.

DAY TRIPPING

A day tripping program for young
teens presently in 7" or 8 grade.
Choose from one of four weeks.

Introducing the

DANA HALL
Tenn1s AND Squast Camp
for Boys and Girls Ages 8-14
Six, one-week sessions:

June 22 - Jury 31

, call (781) 489-1900;
e-mail camps@danahall.org or visit www.danahall.org

For more information on both cam

To Advertise in this Directory call Becky at 781-433-7987
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By Ayesha Aleem

CORRESPONDENT

; I Community Health

Center has been provid-
ing eye care for some time. Re-
cently, however, the organiza-
tion opened a brand-new Vision
Center. The center’s vision ser-

vices were extensive enough,

and demand for them high

enough, that it just did not have

enough room in its old location.
It needed to expand, said Eliza-
beth Browne, the Vision Cen-
ter’s new executive director. The
new location has allowed the de-
partment to be completely
moved out of the health center
and grow, she said.

People can walk in to the Vi-
sion Center for all eye care
needs, from eye check-ups to
prescription  glasses,  said
Browne. Specifically, the center
_ provides eye exams, has an eye-
glass dispensary and assistance
with fitting of lens/frames and
contact lenses. The eyeglass dis-
pensary stocks different brands
of frames such as Calvin Klein,

By Jonathan Seltz
CORRESPONDENT

_ he B’nai B’rith
. Covenant House in
: Brighton played host to

several Boston-area artists who
came out for the dedication of an
art donation by Cambridge-
based nonprofit the Art Connec-
tion.

The Art Connection works to
provide public access to art,
using painting, quilts, sculptures
and other pieces donated by es-
tablished artists. They typically
work with unconventional
venues, such as the Covenant
House, which, through the B'nai
B’rith Senior Citizens Housing
Corporation, offers affordable
housing to seniors in the

a1

he Joseph M. Smith

i > 15 27

surance are provided with eye-
glasses at a “sliding-fee rate,”
she said. This means the dis-
count they receive is proportion-
ate to their income. “But we take
all customers, those with insur-
ance, without, those whose insur-
ance may not cover eye care,”
said Browne. Enrollment
are also done on-site,
which is valid for up to a year
and is applicable for all services
provided at the Vision Center.
Since Dec. 2, 2008, the Vision
Center has served hundreds of
patients. “About 20 percent of
people who come to see us need

“These paintings have
given me inspiration.”
Wanda Jordan-Gray, resident

nection. The panel had already
gone through almost 300 pieces
in their selection process.

“We have a huge house, a
huge building,” said resident
Inna Diakova, another commit-
tee member. “I think we can find
a place for many pictures. Pic-
tures should not stay at home.
They need places.”

The Art Connection donation
was only the most recent art-
based activity to take place at
Covenant House. In addition to

~ Browne. “We weather through
. the client's life circumstances.”

. to the New England Eye Insti-

" eye care, the Vision Center is

“At the Vision Center, we pro-
vide continuity of eye care,” said

The Vision Center is affiliated

tute. Dr. Leonard Contardo is the
full-time, on-site optometrist
from NEEI Besides providing

also a training site for second-
and third-year optometry students
at the institute. The students ful-
fill clinical service and interact
with patients at the center, while
supervised by Contardo. At pre-
sent, there are 33 students in
training at the center.

Yihong Cai is a third-year op-
tometry student at NEEI and is
in training at the Vision Center.
“I've learned a lot,” she said.
“The knowledge gives you a
base, but practice helps develop
clinical thinking.”

Visual health is seen as a often, depression.

“gateway” to a person’s overall Glaucoma, a condition affect-
health, said Contardo. Poor eye ing a person’s periphery vision,
health could be an indicator of affects many in the African-
high blood pressure and, less American and Haitian commu-

Russia’s victory over Nazi Ger-
many, held this year on May 8, to
honor the numerous WWII vet-
erans from Russia who reside in
the Covenant House.

In addition to these projects,
there are also ESL classes of-
fered to help residents from dif-
ferent backgrounds leam Eng-
lish, as well as beginner classes
in Yiddish.

“It's a dying language, and
many of our Russian residents
grew up speaking it,” said Rack.

Covenant House has also
played host to a number of music
events in the past, and will con-
tinue that trend in this year.

For one, the center has a part-
nership with the Baldwin
Preschool, and students from the
school have put on musical pre-

Seeing the need for a new Vision Center

' eyeglasses. About 50 percent are
. uninsured,” said Browne.

nity. Cataracts, or opacity of the
eye lens, is usually found in
older patients, said Contardo. It
also widely occurs among pa-
tients from Central American

STAFF FHOTO BY RATE FLOCK

Leonardo Contardo, 0.D., performs an eye exam on patient Victor Perez at the Joseph M. Smith
Community Health Center’'s new Vision Center on Westemn Ave.

countries such as Honduras and
Guatemala, because of expo-
sure to harsh sunlight.

“We treat the whole person,
not just the eyes."”

Art bridges language barriers at Covenant House

“There’s no greater thing for their health and fitness pro-
an artist than to have an audi- &rams, the Covenant House also
ence,” said Faith Hyde, a Cam- runs a number of music- and art-
bridge artist who donated sever- based therapy programs, includ-
al “pastiches,” or caricatures, on  ing its biweekly “Arty Afternoon
display in the lobby. “It’s greatto Tea Parties,” which bring resi-
be here to meet the audience.”  dents together to help “support

Also present for the dedication and encourage” each other, said
ceremony were artists Maria Lesley University graduate stu-
Termini and Anne Silber, who dent Emi Kino, who is pursuing
echoed Hyde’s sentiments. The @a master’s degree in expressive
residents of the building were tl:merapy and who runs the ses-
also very pleased to be the home S1ODS.
for the artists’ work. “Art is like a bridge,” Kino
- “These paintings have given said. It can be music or whatev-
‘me inspiration,” said resident er. We use ant.”

‘Wanda Jordan-Gray, who served ~ This year, the program has de-
on the selection committee and cided to have a showing of some
spoke at the opening. “It’s some- of the artwork done by the ten-
thing to look forward to every ants of the building, scheduled
day.” . for April 21, Kino said. In addi-
- At the commemoration cere- tion to paintings and other crafts,
amony, Covenant House Property there will also be selections from
‘Manager Susan Rack explained the motion and balance classes
that a panel of staff and residents run by the center.
‘were responsible for selecting  As a property that caters to the
the 19 pieces that went on dis- diverse group of tenants, includ-
play in the building. While sev- ing Russian, Chinese, Spanish
eral pieces by Hyde and Silber and English speakers, they try to
‘were on prominent display in the hold events that cater to all their
Jobby, other were scattered cultures. As they have in the
‘throughout the building, posted past, the Covenant House
‘mear the elevators on each floor.  planned to hold a multilingual
¢ While 19 pieces were placed Passover Seder for their resi-
‘in the Covenant House, they are dents on April 1.
still eligible to receive more in  Another popular multicultural
the next year from the Art Con- event is the annual celebration of

sentations for the residents on
several occasions as a multigen-
erational interaction. They will
also host two concerts by world-
class classical musicians through
the Piatigorsky Foundation, a
nonprofit group that brings
music to places it would not oth-
erwise be heard, on May 6. The
show will be open to the public.

Art Connection will continue
to distribute its portfolio of more
than 700 paintings around the
Boston Area. Almost 90 percent
of the organization’s work
comes from artists in Boston.

“The amazing thing about art-
work is that you don’t need a
language to understand it,” said
Art Connection Program Man-
ager Tova Speter. “Art becomes
the language.”

Note Since Covenant
House is a secure building, those
wishing to see the artwork must
be let in by a resident.

T.H. McVEY
MONUMENTS

MONUMENTS * MARKERS
ExPERT CEMETERY LETTERING

STAFF PHOTO BY KEITH E. JACOBSON

The Art Connection in Boston facilitated the donation of 19 pleces of art to the Covenant House in
Brighton. The works were shown off during an opening held in late March. Steve Wasserman, a member of
the management committee and former board member listens as Cambridge artist Faith Hyde talks about

one of the works she donated. .

TELL US
ABOUT YOUR

Sponsored
by: :

A hilarious podcast for moms trying to do it all
www.manicmommies.com/pk

for a chance to win cool Mom

Was it when your child took their ﬁmmpg
Or when your daughter raised money for a local ¢

Randomly selected winners will receive:
* Skin care treatment and makeover from
Mary Kay Cosmetics, with a $25 gift certificate

Order photo reprints!

* e

1-866-746-8603

T e g e e .

he is not here. he is risen. come and see.

Centre §£.Homer Streets

£

ﬁ\.\#-:

- N e e J

LANDSCAPE STONE
- Bluestone - Fieldstone
- Wallstone -
Cobblestone

662 ARSENAL STREET

WATERTOWN

* $100 gift certificate from Peapod v
sFamily Portrait session & free magazine-style proof

“©r mail them to: Parents and Kids, c/o Proud Mom.
PO Box 9113, Needham, MA 02492-9113.
Remember to include your name, hometown and contact

real happy. together

M= MARY KAY" Peaped

marykay.com/deschauzier

peapod.com

jenosojnickl.com

S R
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Do YOU Have
Hearing
Loss?

Find out right now by taking t

ne test below”

1. Does your family complain because you play the TV too loudly?
2. Do you find it hard to hear in crowded places?
3. Do you often ask people to repeat themselves?

4. Do people around you seem to mumble?
5. Is it hard to hear when you can’t see the speaker’s face?
6. Do you have trouble hearing on the telephone?

3;,-;'; j- lmmwmmammmmyw Wmmwmm
& mmmnmmmmdmbumdmmmﬂumhm

'.meuwmwummmmmmwmmmmmm
I LI mmmmmmmmwumwbm
{ _-_:wmemmmWMWMhmﬂIuﬂ

mmummdammmnm:mn aqnhm
hmaﬁainochmnoorobﬂgahn.

udiology "~

Personal Hearing Systems

www.massaudiology.com

for a FREE Hearing

Call today

Test In your home or in the
office nearest you.

Ilmim‘h-wmmﬂ including GIC. 184
Saniority, BlueCare 65, Mass

Health, wrdi Medicald "F

Dwnml and Directed by a Dur,tnr of Audiology

TTTC T - i
i

Datebook Guidelines:
* Datebook ads are limited
to event listings.
* Weekly Regional Papers
MetroWest Daily News
To Place an Advertisement
Call Chris at 781-433-7943
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Everyone needs a laugh: The Dress-Up
Show with Erin and Bethany offers
female comics like Jess Sutich and
Madggia McDonald in wingtips, gowns
maybe ruffled tux shirts at Mottley's
Comedy Club at Trinity, 61 Chatham
Street, Boston. mottleyscomedy.com

..........An.ﬂ L | IEEEREER

BU School of Theology
and Boston 911truth
co-sponsor Dr. David Ray Griffin, Prof.
Emeritus Claremont School of Theology,
speaking on “9/11: Time to Take a
Second Look."

SIIIHIIX Arrli 11 at Boston University,
Morse Auditorium, 602 Commonwealth
Ave, 7-10pm. $5, students and seniors
free. T stola: Blanford stop on B line. Q&A.
Book Sign ng

(617) 730-9377 www.boston911truth.org

..........mn 13 cvivinn

Participated in NewtonSERVES Day of
Community Service on Sunday, April 13,
2009. This event brings tuFether over
1,000 volunteers of all ages! Volunteers

Sites such as schools, parklands and his-
toric sites, etc. For more info check out
www.cl.newton. ma.us/newtonserves

..........Ap’“ 14 ive

Northwood High School Cancert Chorale
(Irvine, CA) will present a public concert
at First Church in Belmont on April 14
(7:30 pm), 404 Concord Avenue.

A Golden Grammy award recipient and
consistent winner of adjudicated choral
festivals nationwide, Northwood will
offer a diverse, high-energy program
focusing on 20th-21st century music.

Students and families invited for this
special hour-long program and reception.
A free will offering lrequestnd $10
adults, $5 students) will be taken

Seating is Limited!

u........”r" 15 ciineninn

Team up with LunaChix for the women's
film series, Lunafest, at the Hard Rock
Cafe, with silent auction, refreshments,
and chick flicks. Proceeds benefit the

are assigned to ane 50 Partner Pruheci i

Ellie Fupd. For  tickets see
elliefund.org/lunafest09

The Love Response

Eva M., Selhub, M.D.

Bonk Signing and Discussion

Cambrid em

Wed. April 15 7:00 PM
Ballantine Books

general stress to avoid debilitating health
roblems, discover vibrant health and a
pier life with The Love Response.
www.theloveresponse.com

Learn to overcome fear, anger. anxiety and -

..........Ap'n“ 18 irensene

The topic of the 5:30pm Boston Seminar
on the History of Women and Gender is
“Anticolonial Feminism in the Cold War
Era" with Margaret Burnham of
Northeastern University and Jacqueline
Castledine of Empire Stite College,
SUNY. At the Mass. Historical Socisty,
1154 Boylston St., Boston. Masshist org

It's Girls Night Out at Sanctuary: come
after work for shopping, mini-makeovers
and ‘skirtinis with your friends. No cover.
189 State Street, Boston. sanctuary-
boston.com

- See films by women and about women al

the annual Lunafest event, 7 rn at
Simmons College, room G130, 3
Fenway, Boston. Proceeds benefit The
Breast Cancer Fund. Lunafest.org

..........Apr" 17 rveverns

Take a crash course on vino at the Wine
Riot this weekend at the Cyclorama, 539
Tremont Street, Boston. For info, see sec-
ondglass.com.

....'......mn 18 -+ v

*Px(*T =
BOSTON CHILDREN'S THEATRE

BCT Academy presents...

The Alexander and the Terrible,
Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day!

Boston Children's Theatre Academ
proudly stages Judith Viorst's
classic Alexander and the Terrible,
Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day. Fifteen
young actors from the greater Boston area
portray Alexander and his friends as
Alexander makes it through the worst day
of his life. You and your family won't want
to miss this wonderful, fun musical!

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No
Good, Very Bad Day runs April 18th
mmugh May 3rd. All performances are at
Grand Lodge of Masons, 186 Tremont
St at the intersection of Tremont and
Boylston Streets,

Tickets $12, $18, $20
April 18th through May 3rd

Schedule: 4/18, 4119, 4/22, 4/23, 4/24,
472 53

{ ' ]

For more information, visit
www.bostonchildrenstheatre.org

Boston Children's Theatre, the oldest con-
tinuing theatre company in Boston, con-
tinues its 58th season of quality theatre
productions and classes for youth.

Catch acclaimed Latina singer Lila
Downs at the Berkiee Performance Center
for an Bpm show, then meet her after-
ward at the Boston Tennis and Racquet

Club. For fickets, see berkies.edu.

Shseaasivs MI”""”"‘

Enjoy a trip down memory lane with

Comer Theatre's 7pm showing
of Hall, starring Diane Keaton and
Woody Allen. Coolidge.org

Vaassedsg Apﬂlzs.........

Check oul the Women's Studies and
Research Center at Brandeis through an
afternoon of arlist talks and perform-
ances starting at :30pm
brandeis.edu/centers/wsre/

Marathan runners are eligible for free
E:ilclm at Newton Highlands' Salon

ri this week. Call for info and RSVP:
617.969,1970.

Support Youks Hits for Kids Foundation
through the Goodnight Moon Gala, 6:30-
9:00pm at Davio's, Boston. Procesds will
benefit Raising A Reader (raisingareader-
ma.org). For tickets see
youkskids. org/ntml/donate.htmi

..........Mzs ...... ea

Want to cook French Provincial style?
Get tips from Sal de la Terre executive
chef Geoft Gardner and chef de cuisine
Daniel Bojorquez. 2-3pm at Neiman
Marcus Court in the Natick Collection
Natickcollection.com

Discuss techniques with Danforth

Museum’s material drawing artists,

Audrey Goldstein, Michelle Samour, Julia

Sha ley and Debra Weisherg, at 3pm
orth.org

Find out who gives the most to her com-
munity and her ur?anlzah'nn at tonight's
annual Metrowest Women's Initiative

grship Awards Dinner, Metrowest.org

..........mso .........

How the Conservative Right Distorts
Social Science Research to Validate its
Causes: A Case Study, is the 12:30pm
WCW Lunchtime umlalrwSanes
Ptesentation, presented by , at Wellesley

's Cheever House, EZB Washington
Street Wellesley. Wewonling.org

Support Milford Regional Medical
Center by purchasing a ticket and attend-
ing their Masquerade Melange at-The
Royal Ballroom at Milford Town Hall. For
tickets call 508-422-2034 or to register
online of find costume resources — visit
milfordreglonal.org/melange

Celebrate the release of Lauren Flaherty's
€D, “You Don't Know Me™ Spm at Felt,
533 Washington Sireet, Boston
FeltClubBoston.com

our Passport to Style for spring at
lhe mbridgeside Galleria tashion show
event, 5- including cocktalls, goody
haus an haiuu tips from experts

Cambridgesidegalleria.com

L]

Brmg on

Spring!

armer days, and longer nights.

Get out and pick up
the April issue of

@ skirt! magazine, Boston

Do you need to get away, or return to center? slirt! magazine's April

issue is all about trips and travel, whether vehicular or spiritual, inter-

continental or around the block. We're all looking for a roadmap to life,
and this issue offers an atlas of women's thoughts on the topic, through
essays and profiles of local women on wheels. Don't miss our new and
improved calendar of events, directory of local consignment shops to

help clean out (or restock!) your closets, and of course, our man in a

skirt. See http://boston.skirt.com for a directory of locations where you
can find a copy.

-1 Iﬂ,fﬂt o

* Wrentham Village
Premium Outlets

* |nternational Association
of Administrative
Professionals

+ Boston Women's Network

 Clavergreen Cleaners

* CambridgeSide Galleria

* Elizabeth Stone House

* Fitness Together —
Arlington & Back Bay

* Gallery Automotive
Group N

.H&” __- --___..

* Pearls For A Plﬁwﬁ

'ﬁﬁﬂ-n.... =
hna merchant

* Porch & Wardrobe
= Raspberry Beret
« Cellar To Ceiling
= Stone Event Planning
* Tables To Teapots
» Thrift Shop of Boston
= Ultimate Bootcamp
« Uniquely Global
* The Guilded Bride
* Diva On A Dime
" »Kid fo Kid

* »Prefty Is Pink
~»Purpose, LLC

» Selections Boutique
* VelaShape

« Bayleaf Communications

. *Boston IVF
= Closet Exchange

« Collaborative Family
Solutions/Moody

Families
* Cycle Loft

« Darling Hair Boutique

* Lisa's Closet

« Eyebrows By Elena

* GMAC Real Estate — °
Darbie Stokes

* HC Studio
«JVS

* Marmalade

* Medical Aesthetics of NE

* Moodz

= Mother Earth Health
Boutique

« Natural Sense

« OMI Salon

« Pieces of a Girl

* Soul Cookies

» Spring Rain Day Spa

= Stone Hearth Pizza

= Taylor's Stationery, Inc.

* Thirty Pefals

o L2%: Skin Cafe Solutions

skirt! magazine skirtboston.com

[

To advertise in skirt! call 781-433-6975
To offer skirt! free at your business call 508-626-3956

To view our Skirt! Boston Vi-"dt'-(}, go to www.skirtboston.com
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