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Dirty old Harry

Gran Torino (A-)
T he car is a beauty, sleek, powerful

and bulging with muscle, a shin-

ing representation of what its
owner and America used to be.

Seeing it fills you with nostalgia and a

cavemnous regret. *“They sure don’t build

FILM REVIEW

AL ALEXANDER

them like they used to,” you say to your-
self, speaking both of the car, a mint con-
dition 1972 Ford Gran Torino, and its less
well-preserved co-star, Clint Eastwood.

In “Gran Torino,” you long to tum
back the clock to the day the car was
built, a time before Watergate, a time be-
fore oil shortages, a time when Detroit
proved art and functionality could coex-
ist. Oh, yes, and a time when Eastwood
was Hamry Callahan, a man who never
apologized for his sexism, racism or lib-
eral use of excessive force.

Blow their heads off and ask ques-
tions later. That was Dirty Harry’s
motto. Why use words when a gun
speaks more loudly?

Yes, those were the days. Or were

I know a few blacks, Hispanics and
Southeast Asians that would disagree.
While watching this fine movie, you
sense Eastwood struggling to come to
terms with the past and the resent, both
personally and on a much larger global
scale.

As cantankerous war hero Walt
Kowalski, a man who serve| his country
on both the front lines in Korea and the
assembly line in Detroit for rnore than 50
years, Eastwood gives one of his most
fearless performances, spewing racial ep-
ithets and complaining about everything
from the loss of chivalry anc manners to
his spoiled, ungrateful childn:n.

Yes, Dirty Harry has morphed into
Grumpy Old Walt. But he still packs
plenty of firepower, both with that trade-
mark squinty-eyed stare and the M1 rifle
he wisely keeps close while ywatching his
once-affluent neighborhood get overrun
by hordes of Hmong (pronounced
mung), the Asian hill people who fled to
the U.S. after the fall of Souti1 Vietnam.

Walt despises them almost as much as
he despises himself for a past misdeed,
especially now that his beloved Dorothy
(“the finest woman that ever lived”) is
gone and he and his dog Daivy sit on the
front porch watching “'gooks and gangs”
trashing HIS America.

It will come as a surprise to no one, es-
pecially in this age of political correct-
ness, that Walt will mend his racist ways,
maybe even warm to the Hmong family
next door. But Eastwood fills Walt with
so much subtext about aging and family
that it proves more revelatory than you
have a right to expect.

Watching Eastwood chip jaway at
Walt's crusty heart is not just moving, it’s
hilarious, especially when Walt pulls out

Clint Eastwood takes alm at some more Oscars.

the old M1 and orders members of a
local Hmonk gang to “get off of my
lawn” in the exact same tone and inflec-
tion that he said “‘make my day" 37 years
ago.

He’s particularly adept at playing the
proverbial fish out of water. comically
trying to grasp the Hmong culture and
traditions, which are beautifully por-
trayed throughout the movie.

As director, Eastwood fluidly blends

the lighter moments with the decidedly
dramatic, as Walt bravely carries on a
running battle with the members of the
Hmong gang attempting to lure his shy,
studious neighbor Thao (Bee Vang) into
their ranks. Walt's acts of vigilantism in-
stantly make him a hero with the neigh-
bors, particularly Thao’s older sister, Sue
(Ahney Her).

The beauty of the film is the way it re-
defines the meaning of family once Walt
discovers he has more of a kinship with
the Hmong than his two sons.

Eastwood and his two young talented
Hmong costars, neither of which ever
acted before, sell it all with conviction
and a strong sense of realism, even when
Nick Schenk’s script grows a tad prepos-
terous.

No one, though, outshines the title
character, Wall's prized 1972 Gran Tori-
no, which he helped build 36 years ago.
At first, it’s just another cherry hotrod.
But as the movie progresses, it become
more and more representative of Walt,
who like the car, has spent much of his
life veiled and locked away sheltered
from the outside world.

Sounds a lot like America, doesn't it?
And like Walt, we’re now paying a price
for that isolationism and xenophobia.

That's the philosophy that fuels “Gran
Torino,” but its Eastwood who makes it
combustible, grudgingly proving that
even Dirty Harry has a heart.

Rated R. “Gran Torino" contains lan-
guage and violence.

they?

Pitt falls

BUTTON, from page 11

comes to timing) decides it’s the ideal mo-
ment to tell her daughter (a wooden Julia Or-
mond) about her father, Forrest... I mean,
Benjamin.

Why Daisy has waited until now, of all
times and places, to do this is just one of the
many mysteries Roth creates and then lets
go unanswered. For now, let’s just say it
serves as a convenient framing device for
what will prove to be an episodic flashback
through history, beginning at the end of
World War I and ending as the Big Easy is
about to be buried under 12 feet of water.

Stops are made along the way in Russia,
where Benjamin enjoys a heated affair with a
diplomat’s wife (Oscar-winner Tilda Swinton)
who is twice as old but looks half his age;

Brad Pitt stars as a guy who ages backwards In “The Curious Case of Berjamin Button.”

World War II, where he works on a fishing
boat commuissioned into the Navy (no, Lieu-
tenant Dan is not aboard, but a marble-
mouthed Jared Harris is); and back in the USA
during the staid 1950s and turbulent 1960s,
when for a brief, fleeting moment Benjamin
and Daisy are about the saime age physically.

Not once through it all does Pitt change
his blank expression ancl not once do you
care a lick about what happens to him. He's
essentially an enigma wiapped up inside a
riddle you don't care to sclve.

If that's not enough to tum you off,
there's a beyond-creepy scene in which the
Larry King version of Benjamin meets an
8-year-old Daisy (Elle Fanning) under a
table late at night for whzt looks, vuck. like
they might share a first k:ss. Double yuck.

Yet despite all of the filramakers’ worst ef-
forts, ““The Curious Case of Benjamin But-
ton” works, largely due t» the efforts of di-
rector David Fincher (“Zodidc,” “Fight

Club”), who has created one of the most vi-
sually arresting movies of the year.

He, along with set designer Donald Gra-
ham Burt, cinematographer Claudio Miranda
and some dazzlingly efficient uses of comput-
er graphics, repeatedly make your jaw drop.
And Swinton isn't the only strong supporting
performance in “Button.” Taraji P. Henson
(*Hustle & Flow") stands out as a wise, sassy
proprietor of an old-folks home where she
raises a homeless Benjamin as her own.

Still, you admire it more than you embrace
it, largely because of the artificiality it pro-
jects from behind its array of Gumpian slo-
gans (“you never know what's coming”) and
half-baked ideas about how nothing lasts
forever.

It's at those moments that you wish Ben-
Jamin would just simply button his lip.

Rated PG-13. “The Curious Case of Ben-
Jamin Burton™ contains brief war violence,
sexual content, language and smoking.

Rough patch for Cruise

VALKYRIE, from page 11
Cruise has completely lost touch with his fan
base.

Why he got involved with “Valkyrie” is
understandable. It’s a thrilling bit of Teutonic
history in which a slew of disgruntled Nazi
generals and ranking German officers plotted
to turn Adolph into meat tenderizer by plac-
ing a bomb at his Wolfs Lair retreat in July of
1944, Then — BOOM! — it backfired.

What's not understandable is why a
white-bread all-American pretty boy like

Cruise thought himself capable of playing
the head of the conspirators, Col. Claus von
Stauffenberg.

He would have been much more effective
as Hitler, who shares his diminutive size and
tenuous grasp of sanity. A far better choice to
play Stauffenberg would have been a rugged
hunk like Sebastian Koch (“Black Book,”
“The Lives of Others™), who is actually Ger-
man (imagine that!) and has played Stauf-
fenberg on screen before.

He would be as heroic as Stauffenberg

needs to be, unlike Cruise, who makes him
seem little more than an unctuous weasel
outfitted in a silly eye patch.

Never once do you warm to him. Cruise
won't allow it, playing the man as coldly
and disaffectedly as he can. His impressive
array of British co-stars, including Tom
Wilkinson, Kenneth Branagh, Bill Nighy,
Terrence Stamp and Eddie [zzard, don't fare
much better. Maybe the blame falls on di-
rector Singer, who was unable help the cast
craft resonant performances. His direction
feels lackadaisical.

The only urgency you!ll feel is the need to
find the nearest exit.

Rated PG-13. “Valkyrie” contains vio-
lence and brief strong language.

‘Wrestler’ lands punch

WRESTLER, from page 11
ing'to the realization that he’s no longer what
he used to be.

Mickey Rourke must know all about that.
A matinee idol from the 1980s, he led a reck-
less lifestyle that took a heavy toll. Physically,
he lost his classic leading-man looks. Profes-
sionally, he disappeared.

But unlike Randy “The Ram™ Robinson,
the regret-filled, broken-hearted musclehead
he so hauntingly portrays, Rourke is a sur-
vivor, an actor who silently absorbs his unfair
share of lumps only to repeatedly emerge
from the dark.

+He did it with “Sin City,” and he's doing it
again (even better) in “The Wrestler,” a film
so utterly perfect for him that it's difficult to
sort out whether it's life imitating art or art im-
itating life.

Like Rourke, Randy has burmed one too
many bridges, scorched too many hearts and
severed too many bonds. He’s old, alone and
suddenly coming to the realization there’s a

fast-approaching expiration date if he doesn’t
hurry up and reinvent himelf.

He's up against the ropes and taking a
pounding from the landlcrd who wants his
rent, the part-time boss (Tfodd Barry) at the
A&P who demands he tucl: his long, peroxide
locks in a haimet, and the estranged daughter
(Evan Rachel Wood) who won't let him forget
what a jerk he was when she was small and he
was the biggest wrestler in the world.

His only salvation is Marisa Tomei's Cassidy,
an aging stripper who dance:s around the indig-
nities of her profession by trying to convince
herself that it’s her only meaas to support her fa-
therless son. The reality. though, is that she's
just like Randy, thrilled by the roar of the crowd
and hungry for the need to know she’s bringing
pleasure to those who watch: her perform.

Like Rourke, Tomei fearlessly tackles her
role with a quiet intensity that shakes you to
the bone and leaves you praying that she and
Randy emerge from their downward spirals
before it’s too late. But will they do it together?

Aronofsky and writer Robert Seigel tease
you with the prospect, while also creating an
similarly convincing case that a romance
based on co-dependency could be the equiva-
lent of the time when Randy's sweet, but
sadistic, opponent emptied a staple gun into
his body.

Ditto for Randy's attempts to reconnect with
his daughter. Is what we want really what's
right for the people involved? That's just one of
the many mind games “The Wrestler” so slyly
plays on you. The film will have you laughing
one moment, crving the next.

The film 1s also a fascinating journey be-
hind the scenes of a world few of us ever get
to see. And it's nothing like you'd think, ei-
ther. It's an odd reality in which the opponent
who literally wants to kill you in the ring will
be the first one to die for you outside of it. It’s
a compelling sort of camaraderie that’s
strangely beautiful.

Aronofsky has created a story of ugliness
and grace that gets you in a headlock and
doesn’t let go.

Rated R. “The Wrestler” contains intense
violence, nudity, sexual situations and lan-
guage.
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Parents and Kids is looking for The Best of 2008.
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ponsore u@ StopsShop www.stopandshop.com

CIRCLE THE APPROPRIATE CATEGORY

{Feel free 1o nomimate someene for each category. Just complete 3 suparate entry form.}
* Best Pediatrician

* Best Teacher/Caregiver

* Best Child (son or daughter)

* Best Relative (can include pets!)

* Best Mom

+ Best Father

+ Best Sibling

* Best Grandparent

Name of Momines

Their hometown

Phone number of person you are inating

Simply tell us why the person you are nomi-
nating should win by writing in 50 words or
less what makes them the “Best of 008",
Attach it to this entry form and mail it in,

Please provide the following information

ur M

category. Results §

Age (enly necessary Do beck) . )
published in February

Acidres

Enter online at: wickedlocalparents.com

Mal 1o Parents and Kids, Best of 2008
154 Second Ave., Needham, MA 02494
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John (Owen Wilson) and Marley (Clyde) share a rare relaxing moment in “Marley & Me.”

A dog & a bawl

Marley & Me (B)

tar in a film with a dog at your own
s peril. Charles Grodin had a pretty
good career going, sharing the screen

with Robert De Niro and Dustin Hoffman.
But then he co-starred with a slobbering St.
Bemard in two “Beethoven” films, and he
was never seen

FILM REVIEW again.

A s N Owen Wilson
ALEXANDER STEVENS an Askst

actor, I guess —
seems immune to that jinx at this point in his
career. But “Marley & Me” isn't exactly an
impressive addition to his resume. For the
most part, his scenes are siolen by a ram-
bunctious yellow Lab who’s doling out
lessons in Method acting and charisma.

He's Clyde, the dog charged with bringing
to life Marley, who was made famous as “the
world’s worst dog” in John Grogan’s best-
selling book, “Marley & Me.”

Big points to director David Frankel who
avoids Hollywood’s annoying need to senti-
mentalize and humanize animals, Not once,
you'll be glad to hear, does Marley answer a
human’s question with a bark.

That's a step in the right direction. And so
is the rest of Clyde’s performance. For the
most part, you believe this is an out-of-con-
trol pooch, not some uber-trained Holly-
wood blueblood who was just bad for the
bone, not bad 7o the bone. It's a wonderfully
physical performance by Clyde. There’s
something exhilarating about a dog that has

no concept of “good™ behavior, and simply
follows the whims of his heart and bowels.
[n this age of dog whisperers and coiffed ca-
nines in pretentious competitions, it’s fun to
watch a dog being a dog.

The mayhem begins when newlyweds
John (Wilson) and Jenny (Jennifer Aniston)
Grogan decide to start their family with a
puppy. They're also both getting their first
jobs as journalists, with John trying to find
his voice as a news reporter, saddled with
boring, bottom-of-the-totem-pole assign-
ments. Then he backs into the opportunity to
write a column, and he soon finds he has a
knack for it, especially when he details the
comic misadventures of Marley.

John s®ems to love Marley for who he is
— perhaps Marley now represents the bach-
elor that John is leaving behind. And, mostly
Jenny has a good sense of humor about Mar-
ley's bad behaviors — obedience school
dropout, floor-eater, frisbee thief — that
would test the love of even the most devoted
dog-owners. A dog shredding a couch on
film is funny; a dog shredding a couch in
your living room... not so much.

Director Frankel clearly is trying to make
a more adult film than Hollywood usually
conjures up when the subject is a doe-eyed
dog. It's a good choice, an authentic choice.
The readers of the best-seller werent 10-
year-olds, they were adults, and they deserve
an adult film adaptation of their beloved
book.

But that brings us to the film’s biggest
issue. If you haven't read the book and

you've only seen the commercials, you'll
start to think this Christmas release is a great
family film. It's not. Unless you're out to
traumatize your preteens. I cried like a baby
during the last 20 minutes, as the film ven-
tured in "Old Yeller” territory. I wouldn't
recommend it for any kid, unless you're out
to teach your young one some tough lessons
about the harsh math of “dog years." In
short, “Marley & Me" is far from holiday
family fare, although that often appears to be
way they’re marketing it.

So how good is it? Well, any film with Jen-
nifer Aniston, who's maybe the luckiest
woman in Hollywood, can only be so good.
She’s always been one notch above a “Life-
time” movie actress, and all the films she ap-
pears m seem to suffer a similar fate: a lack
of heft. It’s a fault you start to blame on her
paper-thin performances that still rely too
heavily on her hair.

Wilson, in the meantime, was a lot more
fun to waich when he was a fringe actor
(“Bottle Rocket,” “The Royal Tenen-
baums”). If you believe Wilson's mainstream
film career has been a disappointment, “‘Mar-
ley & Me” isn’t likely to change your mind.
Although it's a step up from the aren't-we-
cute comedies he likes to make with Ben
Stiller.

But I think it's disingenuous to knock any
film that made you bawl like a baby. Clearly,
this dog tale burrowed deep down into some
place tender and poked it. As a dog-lover, I'd
say, “Grab a fistful of Kleenex and go.” But
I'd definitely leave the kids at home with

GOLDEN GLOBE
NOMINATIONS

BEST PICTURE

BEST DIRECTOR BEST ACTOR

David Fincher Brad Pitt
BEST SCREENPLAY
Screen Story by Erte Roth and Robin Swicord
Sercenplay by Eric Roth

BHT ORIGINAL SCORE
Alexandre Desplat

tie? A TIE?!

TIME
“A SPRAWLING,
ENTHRALLING

“ONE OF THE BEST
MOVIES OF THE DECADE”

Karen Durhin

Newsweek
“BRAD PITT GIVES
NE OF THE SUBTLEST, MOST
TOUCHING PERFORMANCES

For members of the Soclety of Boston Fllm Critics, it was impossible to determine which of the two performances was better.

OFHISC REER’ & he members of the Oh, I'm sure the two films “strike” on 250 pitches a game. and use it as a reference during
- D 2 Boston Society of Film they picked — "WALL-E” and Cardinals can decide who next year's voting,) I've just
| i Critics recently wasted “Slumdog Millionaire” — are should be pope. And juries can  saved you about three and a half

BRAD PITT CATE BLANCHETT
The Curious Case Of

BENJAMIN BUTTO

PARAMOUNT FETURE o VARNER BOS FCTURES e  ENNED, AGH
CATEBLANCAET THE UPOUS CASEF BENJAAN BUTON” ARKA P BEKGON &
0 LA SNTON "5 METANDREESPLA 3£ K BATE ANBUSWALL ™ I
St SCOTFTTERNLD o DG ROTH g ORI SWICDRD ™ IHII

NOW PLAYING IN THEATRES EVERYWHERE
S AND SHOWTIMES

e

C H]:CK LOCAL [[S'['INGQ FOR [H[.AIR!'

four hours of their lives, as they

COMMENTARY

ALEXANDER STEVENS

ben}al-:mburt‘n_u.cm ﬁ
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assembled at the offices of the
Boston Phoenix to judge the
best film of 2008, and failed.
They emerged with a tie. It's as
if they got all dressed up for
their hlgEt st date of the year,
and then decided to kiss their
sister instead.
I'm sorry, but that's pathetic.

terrific, but a tie? These are peo-
ple who are paid to have an opin-
ion, and when it came time for
the most important call of the
year, they declared, “We just
can’t decide.”

(Unbelievably, they also had a
tie for Best Actor.)

[ guess it was just too hard.
And, 1 understand, it's not some-
thing you want to take lightly,
because there's so much riding
on the decision. After all, what’s
more important than movies?

Umpires can decide “ball” or

decide on life or death for con-
victed criminals. But the Boston
Society of Critics can’t decide
between “Slumdog Millionaire™
and “WALL-E.”

Note to Society: It’s time to
figure out a new voting system,
and, quite frankly, it's not that
hard. Follow me, I'll go slowly:
Every critic gets one vote. You
add up the results. And if there’s
a tie, you vote again, and this
time everyone has to choose be-
tween the two films that tied.
(Feel free to clip this paragraph

hours out of your tedious four-
hour meeting, and, better than
that, I've saved you the embar-
rassment of emerging next year
and saying, in effect, “We just
can’t do this. It's too hard.”
Disclosure: Ed Symkus, who
writes for this newspaper, is a
voting member of the Society,
und we ran the non-results in this
space last week. Next year, Ed
and 1 are going to vote on
Whether or not to bother runvirg
the Film Society’s ~icks. lhavea
feelin~ "< going to be a tie. ’
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AUSTRALIA (PG-13) A romantic
wartime epic driven by the charisma of
Nicole Kidman and Hugh Jackman and
the scenic beauty of the outback. (B)
CADILLAC RECORDS (R) Adrien Brody
stars as record producer Leonard
Chess, who launched the careers of
Etta James (Beyonce Knowles) and
Chuck Berry (Mos Def). (C)
CHANGELING (R) Angelina Jolie plays
a woman who exposes corruption
inside the Los Angeles Police
Department during the 1920s. Clint
Eastwood directs. (C )

A CHRISTMAS TALE (Not rated)
Family members put aside their petty
grievances to gather at their dying
mother's home for Christmas.
Heartbreaking and sad as well as funny
and knowing. (B)

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL
(PG-13) A needless remake of the 1951
classic with Keanu Reeves as an alien

who comes 1o Earth to wamn us that
we're destroying our planet. Don't both-
er. (F)

DELGO (PG) Animated Romeo and
Juliet-like tale about the mystical lanc! of
Jhamora and the battle between the
winged Nohrin and the terrestrial Lockni.
(Not Reviewed)

DOUBT (PG-13) A nun (Meryl Streep)
suspects the new parish priest (Philig
Seymour Hoffman) might be getting ‘oo
close to one of his altar boys. (B)
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG-13)
Hackneyed holiday pags and little chem-
istry between Vince Vaughn and Reete
Witherspoon leave viewers with little i
celebrate. (D+)

FROST/NIXON (R) Ron Howard's
entertaining behind-the-scenes look at
David Frost's (Michael Sheen) fele-
vised six-hour sit-down with Presidont
Nixon (Frank Langella). (A)

MILK (R) Riveting story of the [ife of
assassinated gay public official Harvey
Milk fingly performed by Sean Penn. ‘A)
NICK & NORAH'S INFINITE PLAYLIST
(PG-13) Michael Cera and Kat Dennings
play teens spending a wild romantic
night in Manhattan. Stupefyingly inana.
(D)

' SMALL MOUSE. BIG DREAMS.
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MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes - Text TALE with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43548)!

“THE BEST COMEDY
OF THE YEAR!

HILARIOUS FRON START TO FINISH... SAY YES T0 ‘VES MAN:

Jim Ferguson, ABC-TV

JIM CQF\)REY

ONE WORD CAN CHANGE EVERYTHING. me—

“Jim Carrey Is A
HIGH-ENERGY

NOBEL SON (R) The son (Bryan
Greenberg) of a Nobel winner (Alan
Rickman) is held for ransom by the half-
brother (Shawn Hatosy) he never knew
he had. (C)

NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS (PG-13)
Christmas-themed drama about
household of bickering family members
will get you in the spirit. Freddy
Rodriguez. Debra Messing, John
Leguizamo star. (B)

QUANTUM OF SOLACE (PG-13) Daniel
Craig as the revenge-minded James
Bond in hot pursuit of the people
responsible for the death of his beloved
Vesper in “Casino Royale.” (A-)
RACHEL GETTING MARRIED (R) Anne
Hathaway gives a brilliant performance
as a recovering drug addict stirring up
bitter memories at her sister's wedding
(C)

ROLE MODELS (R) Paul Rudd and
Seann William Scott play a couple of
Immature screw-ups sentenced to men-
tor raunchy and foul-mouthed troubled
youths. (C+)

SEVEN POUNDS (PG-13) Will Smith
plays an IRS agent making amends for
past wrongs by dramatically changing the
lives of seven strangers. Rosario Dawson

EXPERIENCE THE FUNNIEST
COMEDY-ADVENTURE OF THE SEASON!

“HYSTERICALLY FUNNY'

INSIGHT CABLE

Bryaa Erdy,

@a n:rbf’suep

“PERFECT FAMILY FUN"’

Rachel Smith, FOX-TV/LAS VEGAS
-
T

ADAM SANDLER

and Woody Harrelson co-star. (B)
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE (R) A young
man from the slums of Mumbai
recounts his life in flashbacks as he
climbs the ladder on the Hindi version
of “Who Wants to Be a Millionaire.” (A)
SYNECDOCHE, NEW YORK (R) Charlie
Kaufman's first-rate pitch-black comedy
stars Philip Seymour Hoffman as an
obsessed theater director. (A)

THE TALE OF DESPERAUX (G) A food-
laden fairy tale about a rodent (voiced by
Matthew Broderick) who must overcome
his underdog status to save the day. (D)
TRANSPORTER 3 (PG-13) Delivery boy
Jason Statham climbs behind the wheel
for more of the same high-speed action
{Not Reviewed)

TWILIGHT (PG-13) Based on Stephenie
Meyer's teen-vampire romance novel,
teenage girl Bella Swan risks everything
when she falls for vampire Edward
Cullen. (B+)

YES MAN (PG-13) Jim Carrey is back in
silly mode, playing a loser who decides
to change his life by saying “yes" to
evarything. There are some fun comic
bits that seem likely to satisfy all his
fans from the “Ace Ventura" and "Mask”
days. (B+)
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orocco magically
mixes old & new

hen exploring
Northern Morocco,
: you sometimes have
to pinch yourself as a reminder
you're in the 21st century. That is
certainly the case in the historic
city of Fes and the tiny mountain
fown of Chefchaoun.

FES, MOROCCO

FrRAN GOLDEN

. The north may not be as fre-
{luented by travelers as places
like Casablanca and Marrakech,
but it's certainly a region where
you'll witness how modern rubs
shoulders with medieval in this
North African kingdom.

. Fesis the oldest city in Moroc-
to — dating to the 700s — and
the country’s spiritual, artistic
and intellectual capital.

- Now a protected UNESCO
World Heritage site, the Fes-al-
Bali medina (old Arab quarter) is
the most intact medieval city in
the world, an amazing maze of
more than 9,000 narrow, car-less
streets and alleys and flat-topped
Sandstone buildings. There’s a
mosque at its center, as is tradi-
tional. The medina is a place
where people live, work, study,

PE EEE Ry
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!

pray and shop — home to more
than 156,000.

At first the place seems chaot-
ic, but it’s really an ordered
chaos. Near the mosque are
schools and bookstores. Food
items are on one edge of the
medina, smelly tanneries on an-
other. Metal workers clang away
on designs that look ancient,
with tools that look ancient. You
feel like you're in 1 Monty
Python version of a medieval
village — watching the: butcher,
the baker and the candlestick
maker.

On the streets you pass people
in traditional robes and a few
women with their faces entirely
covered. But at the samz time lit-
tle girls walk by with pink Barbie
backpacks. And on the rooftops
you can see rows of satellite
dishes. Men, but few women, sit
in cafes drinking coffe: or mint
tea. Nearly everyone seems to
have a cell phone.

“Balek”™ people shout as a don-
key is led by and you push your
back against an ancient doorway
to get out of the way “Watch
out” someone adds in English.
And then you notice th: donkey
is carrying Coke bottles — it's
the Coke “delivery trucl.”

Gift Ce
GetAWAY waém you to have the hest vacation ever, so
every week we are giving away a $100 gift certificute

from one of our Travel Directory advertisers! Just fill
out the information below and mail it lo us.

Good luck and thanks for checking out GetAWAY!
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Frickay. One winmer will be randomly chosen each week. Decision of the jedges s finaf and nol subjec! (o 2 peal. Prize
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Shopping is what makes the
medina tick. Haggling is an art
form that's been practiced here
for more than 1,200 years. This
is especially clear at the many
rug shops — rugs being a prized
Moroccan souvenir and Fes the
place to buy them.

At his family’s shop, Abdul
Boude gave my companions and
me an “A thousand times wel-
come,” and a broad smile. We
knew we were goners. Mint tea
was served, as is traditional, as
Boude and his assistants dis-
played new silk rugs and silk and
wool combos, wool Berber rugs
and 100-year-old antiques, “re-
versible, so you pay for one side,
the other is free.”

After many minutes, and
many samples, 1 started inquir-
ing about a rustic Berber rug
from the Atlas Mountains. I can
be tough. Boude is tough, too. “1
am giving you a shocking price,”
he said. I offered him 80 percent
less. An assistant stepped in and
we tossed numbers at each other.
After about 20 minutes, Boude
came back as the stakes got
raised. More negotiating and [
got a price | could live with —
with a small silk rug thrown in
for good measure. But it was

New Year’s

A chiid plays on the historic streets of the medina in Chefchaouen.

I

A blue-washed street in Chefchaouen.

hard work.

Less taxing was exploring
Chefchaouen (Chaouen for
short) about 120 miles north of
Fes in the Rif mountains, near
the border with Spain.

Located between two sharp
peaks, the town is scenically
stunning, white- and blue-
washed houses against a moun-

Symphony Hall » Wednesday, December 31, 2008

Jeff Tyzik leads the Boston Pops

Esplanade Orchestra with trumpeter
Byron Stripling in all your favorite
dance music from the 40’s through

the 70’s and more!

Tickets $40-$140

Concert at 10pm. Doors open at 8:15pm.

Champagne Toast.

617-266-1200
bostenpops.org

tain backdrop. There is a fairy
tale quality. or maybe it’s a pur-
ple haze. Historic Chefchaouen
is in the center of Morocco's kif
(cannabis) trade.

You wouldn’t know about the
industry wandering the quaint
streets. You don’t see people
smoking or selling (although I'm
told some shopkeepers will se-
lectively share their supplies).

But kif is indeed the mainstay
of the nearby mountain villages,
much of it tummed into hashish,
which is sold to European drug
lords. Kif is illegal in Morocco
and the government has an-
nounced plans to stop the grow-
ing; stop the trade. But the isolat-
ed villages are some of the
poorest in the country and the
trade continues.

“If the government stopped it,
the people would be starving,”
said guide Achmed Azemat.
“But they close one eye and keep
the other open, as in every-
where.”

Tourists hiking the mountains
in warm weather months will see
fields of green — hiking paths
right from town lead between
rocky cliffs and the valley. Any
time of vyear it's a beautiful
scene.

The town itself is a fascinating
place, founded by Arabs and
Jews fleeing Spain’s Andalusia
during the Christian reconquest
of the late 1400s. The former
Spaniards brought with them
Moorish architecture, very much
evident in the cobblestone streets

PHOTO BY FRAN GOLDEN

GETTING THERE: Royal Air
Maroc flies nonstop from
JFK to Casablanca.
Roundtrip fares from about
§799;
www.royalairmaroc.com.
MONEY: Morocco is
inexpensive in many
respects — food, lodging,
even souvenirs. But you have
to be a smart consumer.
Stay away from tourist traps
and negotiate any chance
you get — including with
guides,

GROUP TRAVEL: Several tour
operators offer Morocco
itineraries. G.A.P.
Adventures
(www.gapadventures.com)
has tours that combine Fes
and Chefchaouen with
Tangler, Casablanca and
Rabat.

GETTING AROUND: There
are indeed trains to
Marrakech, but if you're not
joining a group, you may
want to consider hiring a
guide and driver. You can
also rent a car (from any of
the major firms). Highways
between the major cities are
modermn and easy, but be
aware country roads can get
steep and Moroccan drivers
are generally crazy.

STAYING THERE: In Fes, Les
Merinides Is a modem three-
story hotel on a hilltop above
Fes-al-Ball. Rates are from
about $187 per night
(www.expedia.com). In
Chefchaouen, Riad Atlas
Chaouen offers comfortable
rooms In a hilltop setting
above the town. Rates are
from about $60
(www.aslarooms.com).

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Log on to the Moroccan
National Tourist Office Web
site at
www.visitmorocco.com.

of the old medina.

The unusual history includes
the fact Westerners (Christians)
were locked out of the medina
until 1920. One of the few who
tried to sneak in, a missionary,
was poisoned. Today the town of
40,000 is nearly entirely Mus-
lim.

Today’s attitude towards
Westerners is one of welcome.
Locals gave me smiles and
greetings on the street. One fel-
low wearing a traditional robe
even did a thumbs up.

Chefchaouen is a place where
you can still watch women
washing clothes in a stream and
families bringing their bread
dough to a communal wood-
burning oven for baking (they tip
the baker a loaf). Some women
wear colorful cotton-striped Rif
blankets as skirts. Yet modemn
outdoor cafes face the mosque in
the main square and what looks
like a sizeable youth population
wears blue jeans. Cell phone ads
are everywhere,

You're in the 21st century, but
tradition lives.

DIRECTORY
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"THE CLARION NANTASKET BEACH RESORT HOTEL & SPA

VANDERBILT BEACH RESORT IN NAPLES FLORIDA

LDon't be left out in the cold New Years Eve! Stay local, staysafe. The Clarion

~'Nantasket Beach Resort and Raffael's Ocean front Restaurant have teained up yet
«.again for another wonderful year-end celebration. Overnight package includes
~overnight accomodations, hors d'oeuvres, sumpluous dinner buffet, chamaagne toast
~and garly favors in our ocean front ballroom provided by Rafael's at Nantasket
«$25.00 gift certificate to Rafael's, cash bar and entertainment by DJ Patrivk Musseau
~playing hits from the 70's, 80's, 90's all his for a fabulous new years eve price of
'.‘£2 9.99 per couple, and and best of all when the ball drops wrap yourself in luxury in
“our guest rooms that feature whirlpool baths, firéplaces and balconies with Ocean
Views. Holiday friends and family and Buy one night get one night free pickages are
“-available, as well as Gift certificates for the Sand Dollar Spa and the Clarion Resort
< Call for package details 781-325-4500 www.nantasketbeachhotel.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE

INDIAN HEAD RESORT

50" PLASMA HDTV in alllrooms! Heated Outdoor and Hot Spa Open all Win er!
. ‘Restaurant & Lounge, waekend and Holiday Week Kid's Programs, Free Shuftie to Loon
= And Cannon Skiing. Midweek Ski & Stay from $81.50 pp/do Indoor Pool and Hot Spa

from $9). per night

*Saunas, Game Room, Gift Shop, Function Room Hightl&)lg;iy ks
- www. ndianhead-

« for 2. 7 Night Midweek Lodging Pass $250. for 2! 1-8
« resort.com

~ THE BEACON RESORT

“Midweek Ski & Stay only $70. pp/do. Midweek Lodging from $99. with FREE
Continental Breakfast. Gall About our Great New Years Speciall 7 Nigtt Midweek

. Lodging Pass $250. for 2! Indoor Pools, Dad's Restaurant & Lounge, Gift $hop, Game

= Room & More. A Clermont Family Resort.1-800-258-8934 www.beaconresort.com

' WOODWARD'S RESORT

+ Woodward's features 85 rooms with 2 queen beds. our Open Hearth Steak

e House & lounge w/ stona fireplace, indoor pool, sauna, jucuzzi & hghlecl_shztmgi _

*pond. Midweek ski & stay from $73. PPDO. Snowmobile packages availahle. 7 night
midweek lodging pass non holiday only $250. valid for the entire ski season. Located
6 miles from Loon and Cannon ski areas.1-800-635-8968 www.woodwards esort.com

+ PURITY SPRING RESORT _ ;

w. -Victorian Nutcracker Package, Dec 12-14, 08- 2 night package include; breakfast/
Jdinner daily, Portland Ballet & Orchestra performance, tax-free shopping, indoor
«poolffitness. $189ppdo, $65 jr. King Pine Ski Area opening weekend! family New
» Year's Eve package also available! www.purityspring.com/travel 1-800-373-1754

i

_ ./{,f':ki llingtonlodging.com

) INNS » LODGES + CONDOS + HOMES

The 7 mountains of the Killington/Pico Ski Resort in Vermont
are calling Each is unique, just| like you...and when you travel,
vou look for lodging that uniquely suits vour needs.
Whether it's a ski vacation with the kids; a romantic weekend
get away; or a group of friends enjoying the mountains.... For the

perfect place to stay in Killington, visit killingtonlodging.co
or contact any of the following properties below for more details:

Birch Ridge Inn: 800-435-8566 - birchridge.com
Refined country inn and casual fine dining restaurant, perfect
for couples and friends, in the heart of Killington

Cascades Lodge: 800-345-0113 - cascadeslodge.com
Full service lodge with spectacular mountain views,
walking distance to the lifts, restaurant, pool, hot tub and sauna

Inn at Long Trail: 800-325-2540 - innatlongtrail.com
Rustic Country Inn/ Ski Lodge offering an Irish Pub,
delicious dining and hot tub.

Killington Accommodations: 800-535-8938
- vtkillington.com
Exclusive agent for private home and condominium rentals,
including many slope side properties

Mendon Mountainview Lodge: 800-368-4311
- mendonmountainview.com
A cozy, contemporary hotel with spectacular views of Pico,
Heli's Restaurant & Bar, Hot tub, 2 Saunas, & Game room.

Go Big - Go Killington - www.killingtonlodging.com

Treat vourself to an adventure.
You deserve it!

I | FORADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL JON AT 781-433-6939

Most reasonable rates on the beach in sunny Naples,Florida. Rooms start at
$188/night in January 2009. All beachside rooms complete with kitchenette.
Efficiencies and condominiums available at different rates. Beachside pool, tennis
courts. Gall (800)243-9076/ (239)597-3144 or www.vanderbiltbeachresort.com

T
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RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL

$119 for 2 persons. Singles $114, Suites $129 to $149. Lincoin Center area. Hudson

River views. 18 floors, kifchenette. 5 minutes to midtown. Safe, quiet, luxury area.

glé\aerﬂsgea?ggmh Street. For Free Brochure visit www.riversidetowerhotel.com or call
=1

£ Al
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THE CHANLER AT CLIFF WALK (OCEAN VIEW MANSION)
Cliff Walk End-to-End'.. From $859 to $1489 double occupancy, package includes 2

nights, full breakfast, a three course dinner in the Spiced Pear, and tickets to "Rough
Point’, Doris Duke's mansion. Package available Mon-Thurs. Call 1 866 793 5664.
Certain dates apply. See more at our website www.thechanler.com

KILLINGTONLODGING,COM

Go Big! Just 3 hours close to Boston, the Killington Ski Resort has the most skiing
and riding in the east! With lodging options from cozy country inns to slope side
homes, nowhere else comes close to Killington fpr a great New England experience
Check the spotlight section in the middle of the page, or visit
www.killingtonlodging.com for more details

e e
e e
ASCUTNEY VERMONT

Our newly renovated rooms and villas offer the comforts of home with Magnificent
mountain views. Located at Ascutney Mountain Resort, you'll have access to all resort
activities and amenities. Take advantage of special discounted rates at www.orange-
lake.com/ascutney and use promo code VT50 or call 866-591-0448
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Harvard to Hollywood

White-hot Darren Aronofsky lands punch with ‘Wrestler’

hen director Darren
Aronofsky  intro-
duced a packed-

house advance screening of “The
Wrestler” at the Toronto Interna-
tional Film Festival a few months

FILM

Eb SYyMKUS

ago, he seemed a little shell-
shocked when he referred to it as
“a gentle, small film."

This happened to be a couple of
days after “The Wrestler” took the
grand prize — the Golden Lion
— at the Venice International
Film Festival.

Even now, Aronofsky hasn’t
quite gotten over that event. Dur-
ing a recent publicity stop in
Boston, the Harvard graduate
says, “It's great that people are re-
ally enjoying the film — that’s
why we do it. But it's way beyond
our expectations. [ fantasized
about Mickey Rourke winning an
award for his performance, but 1
never thought it was in any way
possible to win a Golden Lion.
That was the lesson. You never
know what you're making. You
can never ever tell.”

It really is a small film, a charac-
ter study about Randy “The Ram”
Robinson, a former wrestling star
who could fill Madison Square
Garden. Now, 20 years later, he's a
broken shell of a man, reduced to
wrestling in front of 200 people ...
on a good might.

Aronofsky, who 1§ known for
eye-popping effects-filled films
including “Requiem for a Dream”
and “The Fountain,” started
working seriously on the script for
*“The Wrestler” in 2005.

The story ended up being a
three-way project with his pro-
ducing partner, Scoft Franklin,
and scriptwriter Rob Siegel.

“Rob ended up doing about 25
drafts over the past couple of
years 10 get us there,” says
Aronofsky, then adds, “You've
got to make it work.”

The original idea for the film
was simply about a wrestler, not
specifically an older one. But
Aronofsky had no desire to work
with World Wrestling Entertain-
ment honcho Vince McMahon,
who he felt would have tried to
wrestle control away from him.
He then thought of doing a period

Lots of big movies opened this week, but director Darren Aronofsky is
creating the most buzz with his new film, "The Wrestier."

piece, set in the 1970s, before
wrestling had grown into “‘sports
entertainment” But he didn’t
have a big enough budg:t to go
that route properly.

“So that's when we slarted to
go to these independent shows,
and saw some of the oli-timers
— Nikolai Volkov and Jimmy
Superfly Snuka and Rocky John-
son,” recalls Aronofsky. “Then I
went [0 a few autograph signings
and saw kind of how desperate
that world was. There was a lot of
sadness but there was also a lot of
humor among these guys. They
were great characters with great
personalities. And the cama-
radene was endless. Wrestling is
theatrical. These guys would see
each other every week_ ard they’d
hang out and drink together and
have fun — there's a whole fami-
ly feeltoit”™

He knew he wanted Mickey
Rourke as “The Ram” itom the
start, although there was a brief
flirtation with Nic Cag: in the
role.

“I'd been a big fan of Mickey.”
says Aronofsky. “Tlove ators that
are surpnising. So when the idea
of Mickey popped up in our
heads, I thought it was ineresting.
But I didn’t know if he could do
the physicality. I had to get some-
one who could convincingly play
a pro wrestler. | wanted someone
who weighed 230, but Mickey
was 190. But he said he d put on
30 or 40 pounds of muscle, and he
did itz 5,000 calories a day for six
months, and lifting twice a day.”

Rourke also went through a rig-
orous training regimen \nder the

direction of former Wild Samoan
Afa, and got so into the part, he in-
sisted on actually cutting his fore-
head with a razor blade — a rou-
tine known in the wrestling word
as gigging — on camera:

“T had heard about it, but didn’t
know exactly how they did it till I
started doing the research,” says
Aronofsky. “I knew it would be
dramatic so I was excited to pho-
tograph it. But I wish Mickey told
me he was going to do it. We had
spent a lot of money on a prosthet-
ic to figure out how to do it, then
Mickey said, "No way. I'm gonna
do it." That's the type of actor he
is.

But Aronofsky got a bigger sur-
prise from a very different artist.
At the end. just after the film’s big
fight finale, the song accompany-
ing the closing credits is an origi-
nal, wntten and sung by Bruce
Springsteen,  called  “The
Wirestler.”

“T had absolutely nothing to do
with it.” admits Aronofsky. “He
did it for Mickey. He's a big fan of
Mickey’s and he was hoping that
Mickey would get an opportunity
like this. When he heard about it,
he just wanted to help him in any
way he could. He was on tour in
Europe, and Mickey wrote him a
letter and sent him the script.
Bruce read it and really liked the
material. And while he was on
tour, he wrote it and gave it to us
for free.”

“The Wrestler” opens on
Christmas Day.

Ed Symkus can be reached at
esymkus @cnc.com.

We're different. We stand out irom other grocery delivery

them in temperatu re-controlled vans to

ensure quality. And all with Roche Bros. | ¥
Supermarket’s quality and freshness L

guarantee. Peas in the same pod? Hardly.

To experience home delivery as it was

meant to be, visit rochebros.com today.

@Roc

-
i

services. In so many way<. We don’t just randomly select
your items from a warehouse, you have a dedicated
personal shopper that picks them from our
store shelves. We don't offer limited choices,
we offer over 20,000 products that you see in
our stores—at low in-store pricing. We don't
just deliver groceries to your door, we deliver

A

Use promotion code: GHad
when placing your order on www.rochebros.com.

One per houschold. Cannot be combined
with any other offers. Expires 12/31/2008.

¥ 4

he' Bros.com
< 3 home delivery

Don’t Let The Down Economy

Shortchange Your Family.

Family: Planning now can protect your home, business and investments
from lawsuits and other predators, as well as ensure your ability to stay
home if your health fails without becoming a burden to your family.

Opportunity: Use the down market to your advantage by protecting
your assets in almost half the time it took before the market dropped.
Assets are protected from lawsuits and other predators immediately.
Example: A client was recently able to protect assets in 12 months
less time than it would have taken before the down market.

Come to a Complimentary Workshop
For You and Your Family
Estate Planning & Asset Protection Conference Center in Wellesley
Thursday, January 8th at 10:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m.
Monday, January 26th at 10:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m.
Reservations Required
CALL 800-964-4295 (24 hrs.) or visit DSullivan.com
¢ If you can’t attend, call for a FREE 19-Point Trust, Estate and Life Planning Legal Guide

 All Attendees — Receive a FREE Asset Protection Summary outlining your personal options

Dennis Sullivan & Associates...
Your Way To Find Opportunity In A Down Economy.

Estate PLANNING & AssET ProTECTION LAw CENTER
F DENNIS SULLIVAN & ASSOCIATES

A+ rated % Member w Legal Services Network
. MEMBER =

Reaching out to help in your own community.

The season of giving is upon us. Gifts of Hope can help

you give to those in need in your community.

For the past 17 vears, Community Please make vour tax deductible

Newspaper Company’s Gifts of Hope check or money order payable to:
program has helped connect you to those in Salvation Army.
need in your own community. Each year, a

Mail to:

Gifts of Hope

c/o Salvation Army
147 Bevkley Street

Boston, MA 02116

local charity is selected to be the beneficiary
of the Gifts of Hope donation campaign
And each year, your generous donations
have helped feed the hungry, shelter the
homeless and bring joy to the faces of

young children across Massachusetts.

Or donate online:

WickedLocal.com/allston

How can you help this year? Please join
the Allston/Brighton TAB in supporting
the Salvation Army in their efforts 1o help
those in need this holiday season. A

donation of any size goes a I()!l[_‘ way

(Please do not make your check payable to this newspaper or o € sifts of Hope as thar will only delay disbursement efforts, Thank you, )

Gifts of | iope. You ca
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Neighbors fight Boston College

“We’re trying to preserve a
certain residential character of
the neighborhood for young
families.”

Ram Rao, Brighton Neighbors United

By Sara Jacobi
CORRESPONDENT

he expansion of Boston College into

Brighton includes plans to house 100 per-

cent of BC students in university-con-
trolled housing. But the question of how, exactly, 10
reach that goal has pitted neighbors and friends
against one another.

Out of the arguments has emerged an organiza-
tion that boasts 150 supporters and meets regularly.
Called the Brighton Neighbors United, the group
maintains they are the voice of what the majority of
Brighton neighbors want.

The organization formed when a few neighbors
who live on the Lake Street side of the former St.
John’s seminary grounds — the parcel of land BC
now refers to as its “Brighton Campus™ — became
frustrated with the city’s process to regulate BC's
expansion.

“We all came together because of this common
feeling that Brighton needed to have a bigger voice,
needed to be represented to elected officials, to the
[Boston Redevelopment Authority] and Boston
College,” said Alex Selvig, a member of the group
and resident of Lake Street.

The group lists its three main goals as “preserv-
ing Brighton™ by housing 100 percent of BC stu-
dents on BC’s main and Newton campuses; main-
taining the current zoning of 2000 Commonwealth
Ave.; and preventing a baseball stadium from being
built on the Brighton Campus.

“We're trying to preserve a certain residential
character of the neighborhood for young families,”
said Ram Rao, a co-founder of the group. “We
wanted to try to find a way to counter or at least
minimize the impact of BC's expansion into the
neighborhood.”

So far, the organization has circulated a petition,
met with City Councilor Mark Ciommo and Mayor
Thomas Menino, and started a lawn sign campaign

Sandy Furmian, Karen Marshall and Shelby Marshall stand on Gerald Road In Brighton whlch has eleven

— and each other

of it's fourteen houses occupied by students. The three residents of nearby Lane Park are trying to
work with Hoston College to provide more student housing to reduce the number of students living off

campus In 3righton neighborhoods.

BC Task Force to meet

The naxt meeting of the Boston College Task Force is Tuesday, Jan. 13, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the
Brighton Marine Health Center, 77 Warren St., Brighton.

to increase isibility to attract more supporters,
They have imalyzed comments made to the BRA to
show that 85 percent of Brighton residents are
against BC building on the former seminary site.

“Most of us in the neighborhood are OK with 95
percent of vhat BC wants to do, but [BC] want|s]
100 percent,” Selvig said. “That 10 percent will be
terrible for the neighborhood, and make people
want to move away. Would you like to live next to
next to a baseball stadium?”

However, although the group is called Brighton
Neighbors United, not everyone in Brighton seems
to agree the organization represents the majority of
Brighton residents. The other side of the former
seminary poperty, the Lane Park side, contains
about 40 houses owned by absentee landlords in

CAMp, SCHQOL a~D ACTIVITIeS

D REIC T 'K

Give your kids a memorable summer!

ID A Mount IpA DAy Camp

MOUN

June 29 - AucusT 20, 2009

Open House EVENTS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
Noon - 2PM

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11
NooN - 2PM

AT BABSON COLLEGE

Babson College is now accepting
applications for all summer camps.

Camp sessions run June 15" - July 31*

B
BABSON

Ages4-15 + Excellent Facilities ¢ Experienced and Caring Stafl
18 Weekly Activities (including swimming) ¢ Extended Days Availalle
Lunch (hot/cold) served daily * 50% discount for third sibling

Web: www.babson.edu/summerprograins
Phone: 781-239-5727, Fax: 781-239-5728
E-mail: camps@babson.edu

By Steve Bagley
STAFF WRITER

Amos Jones, a Dorchester resi-
dent and father of two who quit
his job after his kidney failed, re-
lies on several separate agencies
to keep the heat on in his house.

Jones™ family has income; his
wife works for the state Depart-
ment of Public Health, in the pur-
chasing department. That income
is not enough to pay for their oil
bills, however.

“Wednesday, we put a hundred
gallons in there,” Jones said.
“That brought us to half a tank.
That will get us through the end
of the week.”

Jones’ tank holds up to 270 gal-
lons. He said they fill up every
three weeks or so. “If we run out
of oil, that means we don't have
any hot water,” he said. “So..."”

After Wednesday's fill-up?
“We've probably got to come out
of pocket if we can’t come up
with a good solution.” he said.

One solution Jones relies on is
the Salvation Army's fuel assis-
tance program, the Good Neigh-
bors Energy Fund.

That 24-vear-old fund relies on
public funding and partnerships
with area fuel providers to fill
tanks for almost 3.000 homes in

@&

ONGOING

‘GRINCH’ MUSICAL:
“How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas~ will move from Whoville
to the Wang Theatre. Citi Per-
forming Arts Center, from Nov.
26-Dec. 28. For tickets and other
information, visit www.citicen-
ter.org or call 866-348-9738.

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS:
La Salette Shrine. 947 Park St.,
Attleboro, will present its annu-
al Festival of Lights from Nov.
27-Jan. 4, 2009, from 5-9 p.m
daily. More than 300,000 lights

will illuminate over 10 acres. A

in which they are Jocated

All camps operated in Massachusetts must comply with requiations of the Mgssa{hmezs
Department of Public Health and be licensed by the board of health of the city or fowr

Christmas trolley will be avail-
able Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays. For more information,

To Advertise in this Directory call 781-433-7965

visit www.lasallete-shrine.org.
ZOOLIGHTS: Stone Zoo,
part of Zoo New England, will
bring back a beloved holiday
tradition from Thanksgiving

which BC students live. The residents of this neigh-

borhood have said that since the BNU is mostly
formed from residents of the Lake Street neighbor-
hood, the side without the rowdy students, it’s
much easier for them to take a hard line stance
against putting dorms on the Brighton campus.
“Looking at their signs, it says ‘preserve’ their
neighborhood — which means *don’t change,™
said Karen Marshall of Lane Park. “That’s fine for
people who are living in a quiet neighborhood with
lots of families, That doesn’t exist in certain areas.”
Plus, critics of the BNU said it's not fair for the
organization to garner support from residents who
don’t live in neighborhoods that off-campus stu-
dents frequent, because taking a hard-line stance is
easy when losing wouldn’t have the same effect as

“Looking at their signs, it says
‘preserve’ their neighborhood —
which means ‘don’t change,’ ...

That’s fine for people who are

living in a quiet neighborhood with
lots of families. That doesn’t exist
in certain areas.”

Karen Marshall, Lane Park

it would in the Lane Park neighborhood.

“I frankly just don't have a lot of empathy for
people who live on Lake Street or Oak Square, or
two miles away, who are standing on principle,”
said Shelby Marshall, Karen’s husband. “I'm a
pragmatist. If 100 percent housing is your highest
priority, you're going to have to accept some places
for dorms that you wouldn't necessarily prefer, like
2000 Commonwealth Ave and some kind of build-
ing on the Brighton campus.”

But Rao said it’s not a choice between housing
all students and keeping dorms and the stadium off
the former seminary land.

“We believe they are not mutually exclusive,
even though BC tries to portray it as that,” he said.

Rao said the BNU knows BC is capable of hous-
ing all students on its main campus, and the school
needs to be prevented from building elsewhere in
order to doit. |

Although both sides share a mistrust for BC and
a common goal of housing 100 percent of BC stu-
dents, the situation has created tensions between
neighbors and friends,

“There are people in the Brighton Neighbors
United who I consider friends and I respect their
sincerity. However, | think their bottom line on
these issues is, in my opinion, wrong,” said Sandy
Furman, a resident of Lane Park. “Ultimately,
we’re going to have to make choices because BC is
going to be allowed to develop this property they
purchased.”

So is Brighton united?

“Absolutely not,” said Karen Marshall.

“I think we are,” said Selvig.

“I hate the fact that we seem to be divided in this
way,” said Furman,

Good Neighbors heat houses

Want to donate or help?

To make a donation, go to wickedlocal.comallston, and click
on this story, or send a check payable to The Salvation Army —
Massachusetts Division to 147 Berkeley St, Boston, MA

gave out less. 1 was in dire need
of oil,” he said.

Jones also has made use of
other fuel aid programs, includ-
ing Citizens Energy, the afford-

02116. Please note “Gifts of Hope™ on the check.
For more information about the Salvation Army, or to volun-
teer, visit www.salvationarmy-ma.org, or call 617-542-5420.

Massachusetts, according
to  www.magoodneigh-
bor.org. They provide up
to $300 per family, per
season, for fuel.

The Salvation Army 1s
this newspaper’s Gifts of
Hope charity this holiday
season.

This year, the Good Neighbor
Energy Fund was able to give
him 100 gallons in a recent fill-
up, which he estimated would be
enough for only a short time.

In previous years, when oil
prices were steeper than they are
this year, his family used space
heaters in their apartment, and
swaddled themselves in sweat-
shirts and blankets, to ward off
the cold. These days. he tries to
stretch out his supplies by keep-
ing the heat low. around 62 de-
grees. But with his 7-year-old
twins home for the day due to Fni-

day’s snowstorm, Jones
had the heat cranked up
to keep them warm.

“We have it on practi-
cally all day on the
weekends because
they're home,” he said.

To make room for his
fuel costs, Jones and his
family have cut luxuries out of
their budget.

“We used to go out to eat at
least twice a week."” he said. “We
used to go out to the movies once
or twice during a month. That
stopped.”

Jones and his family have been
getting assistance through anoth-
er fuel assistance program, Ac-
tion for Boston Community De-
velopment Inc., for the last five
years, he said. In years past, he
was able to get two fill-ups from
them, but not this year.

“With the budget crisis, they

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS 2008

through Dec. 30 (except Dec.
25) from 5-9 p.m. This winter
wonderland attracts thousands
of visitors each year who get
into the holiday spirit by
strolling along tree-lined paths
lit by thousands of twinkling
lights. Upon entering the zoo,
guests will visit Yukon Creek,
which not only features dazzling
holiday lights but is also home
to bald eagles. porcupine, lynx,
a gray fox and a reindeer. Chil-
dren will want to make sure they
visit with Santa, who awaits
their arrival in Santa’s Castle.
Jolly Old St. Nick will be avail-
able for photos through Dec. 23.
After visiting with Santa, enter a
magical holiday world filled
with fairy tale characters and
dancing plush animals. For tick-
et or other information, visit
www.stonezoo.org or call 617-

989-2000.

‘THE NUTCRACKER:’
The Boston Ballet will stage this
holiday classic from Nov. 28-
Dec. 28 at the Opera House. For
tickets and other information,
visit www.bostonballet.org or
call 617-695-6955.

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS:
Edaville USA, off Route 58 at 5
Pine St. in South Carver, is stag-
ing its annual Festival of Lights
Nov. 28 through Jan. 4, 2009,
from 4-9 p.m. Mondays through
Fridays, and weekends from 2-9
p.m. Closed Christmas Day.
There is ample free parking and
Edaville USA is accessible to
the handicapped. Admission is
$18 and includes a train ride, un-
limited amusement rides, indoor
playhouse and all attractions.
Free admission for children

under. 2 years old. For group

able fuel agency started and run
by Joe Kennedy.

Tom Langdon, communica-
tions director for the Salvation
Army, said 12,000 families con-
tributed last year, helping to off-
set the rising cost of fuel and
numbers of people requesting
help.

“Requests for assistance are
up dramatically,” Langdon said
in an e-mail. “Thank God, the
price of heating oil has come
down — but there are still folks
locked into a contract they
signed months ago."”

Jones has been unable to work
since his kidneys failed, and he
went on dialysis nine years ago.
He got his kidney transplanted in
2006, and is just now able to go
back to work, to bring more in-
come into the house.

“It’s likely to be no heavy lift-
ing, just a desk job,” he said.

Even with the economy what
it is right now, Jones has been
looking through the Help Want-
ed section. “I've been looking in
the papers,” Jones said.

rates or more information, visit
www.edaville.com or contact
508-866-8190 or toll-free (877)
EDAVILLE.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA:
During December, the Christ-
mas lights are on at Our Lady of
Fatima Shrine, Summer Street,
Holliston, from 5 to 9 every
night. It is a beautiful display of
lights, with a Nativity scene and
music. Hot chocolate, with free
Dunkin’ munchkins, are for sale
in the hall, as well as many
handmade, unique and inexpen-
sive wreaths, trees and gift
items, The lights will stay lit
until Jan. 4.

BOSTON POPS: The annual
Holiday Pops will take place
from Dec. 11-28 at Symphony
Hall. For tickets and other infor
mation, visit wWw.550.01g or
call 617-245-1492,
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OBITUARIES

He was a US. Navy veteran of Colin, Adam and Alana; 57 nieces

Charles

M World War IL. and nephews; and many grandnieces Obltuary policy .
Mr. McDemott was in active and grandnephews. Allston tuaries of Allston -
CDeITnOtt parishioner of St. Ann Churth in Wol- .He was brother of the late J ; .mmm ;ﬁmﬁ?gh&m‘}zm as :fcmma;l Bnghm R
Former Brighton resident ~ laston. ) 4 Bill, John, Joseph and Mary McDer- Objtuaries must come from a funeral home, or list the name mm l:héﬁa-
He enjoyed golf, Irish nausic and  mott. neral service in charge of arrangements. '
Charles E. McDemmott of DooionCollegs football His funeral was held Wednesday, Suhmmondwihmpruhhcaummmmwceksedmm is11a

Husband of the late Putricia A.
(Burke) McDermott, he leaves two
wife, Tracy, of Quincy, and (Chris Mc-
Dermott and his wife, Tracey, of
Abington;  his  siblings, Kay
McGilvary and Frank McDermott,
both of Brighton, Jane McDermott of Box 699159, Quincy, 0"’69'
Quincy, and John McDemmott of For online guest book, Visit
Hull; his grandchildren, Caitlin, Erin, www.Keohane.com.

Dec. 24, from Keohane Fungral,
Quincy, followed by a funeral Mass at
St. Ann Church, Wollaston. '
Burial was in VA National Ceme-
tery, Bourne. '
Memorial donations may be made
to Lend a Hand at Patriot Ledger, P.O.

Quincy, formerly of Brighton,
died Saturday, Dec. 20, 2008.

Mr. McDermott was a Past Grand
Knight of both the North Quincy and
Allston councils of the Knights of
Columbus. He was also a former K of
C District Deputy and a member of its
Cardinal Cushing Assembly of the
4th Degree.

followmg week.

Brighton Branch

40 Academy Hill Road,
Brighton, 617-782-6032

Book discussion group

The book discussion group
meets Wednesday, Jan. 7, at 11
a.m, at the library. The book to be
discussed is “Hard Times” by
Charles Dickens. Copies of the
book are available at the library.
New members are welcome. For
more information, inquire at the
branch or call 617-782-6032.

Help for beginning
Internet user

Help is available at the library
for those who are mystified by
the Internet. For an appointment,
call Alan at 617-782-6032.

ESL conversation
groups expanded

Improve your English by prac-
ticing in a friendly and comfort-
able group at the Brighton Branch
library. All levels are welcome
and no registration is required.
Groups meet Mondays and
Thursdays, 6-7:30 p.m.; Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays,
10-11:30 a.m.; and Saturdays, 1-
2:30 p.m. Admission is free. For
more information, call 617-782-
6032. The group will not meet for
the remainder of December.

Stories and films

Stories and films for children
take place Tuesdays at 10:30
a.m. This is a free program; all
are invited.

Russian collection

The Brighton Branch Library
received a gift from the estate of
Jennie Levey to benefit the Russ-
ian collection at the library. The
Bilbo Baggins Fund has been cre-
ated. Materials include Russian
fiction. nonfiction, classics and

Volunteers needed

at area schools

Boston Partners in Education is
looking for volunteers to tutor
and mentor Boston public school
students. Opportunities for the
2008-2009 academic year are
available in grades kindergarten
though 12 in a variety of schools
throughout Boston.

For more information, call
617-451-6145 or visit.
www.bostonpartners.org.

Volunteers needed
to play with
homeless children

Horizons for Homeless Chil-
dren is seeking volunteers to in-
teract and play with children liv-
ing in family, teen parent and
domestic violence shelters in
greater Boston. Daytime and
evening shifts are available to fit
the schedules of most volunteers.
A commitment of two hours a
week for six months is required.

For more information, call
617-445-1480 or visit www.hori-
zonsforhomelesschildren.org.

Visiting Moms
looking for volunteers

The Visiting Moms Program of
Jewish Family and Children’s
Service is looking for volunteers
to spend one to two hours weekly
with a mother during the baby’s
first year. The volunteers provide
support and encouragement to
nurture the new mother. Visiting
Moms are trained by staff and su-
pervised in groups every other
week.

For more information, call
Debbie Whitehill at 781-647-
5327, ext. 1925.

Rosie’s Place calls
for volunteers

Rosie’s Place, a sanctuary for
poor and homeless women in
Boston's South End, needs vol-
unteers to help serve dinner from

best-sellers; Russian DVDs;
Russian videos; and Russian
books on CD.

The library invites all Russian

readers and community members

to sign up for library cards and
view the existing collection.

For more information. call
617-782-6032.

Faneuil Branch

419 Faneuil St, Brighton,
617-782-6705

Programs for children
and special events
Groups must register in ad-
vance. Visit www.bpl.org, click:
on Wild Reads Across the City
to see other children’s programs:

at the Boston Public Library ancl
its neighborhood branches.

Rosalita’s Puppets

Monday, Dec. 29, 3 pm. A
fun, family winter show with
Charlotte Dore and her puppets.
performing ‘“Winter Wonder-
land,” a nondenominational pro-
gram featuring a unicom.

Sima Trove Craft Workshop
Tuesday, Dec. 30, 34 p.m,

Kids will create a winter crafl

with local artist Sima Rynderman.

Ages 2 to 5. Mondays and
Wednesdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m.
Dec. 29 and 31. No program
Dec. 24. Necessary concepts will
be explored before a child leams
to read. Each week, stories will be
shared and educational
played with. Su Eaton will per-
form. Parents are encouraged to
participate with preschoolers and
will receive take-home activity
sheets to reinforce the concepts at
home. Preschoolers will also re-
ceive a commemorative T-shirt
and three books to keep. Dec. 29:
Shapes (puzzles);, and Dec. 31:
Follow Me! (craft).

4-7:30 p.m. daily in its dining
room. ities are available
for church, school and communi-
ty groups as well as individuals.
Volunteers would help Rosie’s
Place staff prepare and serve a
three-course dinner. They would
also help with table settings and
cleanup.

Call the Volunteer Office at
617-318-0226 or visit
www.rosiesplace.org for more in-
formation about getting started.

Volunteers sought
at Circle of Caring

Circle of Caring at Hospice of
the Good Shepherd, a nonsectari-
an, nonprofit home care agency
serving Newton, Wellesley,
Brookline and the surrounding
communities since 1978, is seek-
ing volunteers to make home vis-
its and to help in the office. Vol-
unteers will provide comfort and
support to people with life-limit-
ing illnesses and to their families.
The Hospice has a 30-year tradi-
tion of caring for the community.

Volunteers are needed to help in
the office on fundraising projects
and with community education.

For more information or to re-

t an icati call
Stephanie at 617-969-6130 or visit

www.hospicegoodshepherd.org.

CJP seeks volunteers

Combined Jewish Philan-
thropies offers volunteer possibil-
ities for people of all ages and in-
terests. Teach a child or adult to
read, share time with an isolated
senior, make a difference in the
lives of children, visit a new
mother, feed the hungry or use
professional skills.

For more information about
current openings, call Nancy at
617-558-6585.

Become a Big Sister

The Big Sister Association of
Greater Boston needs more
women to become Big Sisters. It's
about fun. It's about friendship.

Faneuil Bookworms

Children in grades kinder-
garten to three are welcome to
join the group for stories and con-
versation. Read the book inde-
pendently or as a family read-
aloud. Books available one
month in advance. No registra-
tion is required. For more infor-
mation, call 617-782-6705.

Lap-sit Story Time

Children 4 and younger and a
caregiver are welcome to join in
for stories and a craft Mondays
at 10:30 a.m. No registration is
required.

For ages 2 to 5 and their fami-
lies. Stories and a paper craft
based on the theme of the day.
Mondays and Wednesdays,
from 10:30-11:15 a.m., Jan. 5,
7,12, 14, 26 and 28. No program
Jan. 19 and 21.

Bedtime Stories

All ages. Stories and a paper
craft. Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
On Dec. 30. hear New Year's sto-
ries and make a pipe cleaner
crown.

Book Discussion Groups

The OK Club

The Only Kids Club is a book
discussion group for children in
grades four and older. Books will
be available one month in ad-
vance of meeting at the Faneuil
Branch and are chosen each
month by club members. Regis-
tration is required. The group
meets Jan. 13, Feb. 10 and
March 10. For more informa-
tion, call 617-782-6705.

The Faneuil Pageturners

The Faneuil Pagetumers is a
monthly book discussion group
for children 10 and older that
meets Thursdays at 4 p.m. Books
will be available one month in ad-
vance of the meeting at the Fa-
neuil Branch. Registration is re-

VOLUNTEERS

It’s about “Little Moments™ that
create “Big Magic.” Join us at an
orientation session to apply. For
more information, call 617-236-
8060 or visit www.bigsister.org.
Orientation sessions will be held
at 161 Massachusetis Ave., sec-
ond floor. For more information,
please call 617-236-8060.
Retired Senior
Volunteer Program

A campaign is under way in
Boston for men and women 55
and older to serve as volunteers
throughout the city. The Retired
Senior Volunteer Program, a fed-
eral and city of Boston volunteer
organization, is campaigning for
older adults to join 400 RSVP
members already serving in the
city’s 18 neighborhoods. Most
ages range from 55 into the 80s.
There are many volunteer open-
ings in hospitals, day-care cen-
ters, nutrition sites, nursing
homes, schools, museums and
programs for children.

RSVP volunteers in Boston are
funded by the Federal Corp. for
National and Community Service
and the city of Boston through the
Commission on the Affairs of the
Elderly. RSVP organizations op-
erate throughout the country.

There is an increasing aware-
ness of the potential of volunteers
in the nation and the state. The
Commonwealth Corps is now
being organized to recruit volun-
teers throughout Massachusetts.

Times have changed since the
RSVP program was founded 35
years ago. It is accepted that baby
boomers who are 55 do not con-
sider themselves seniors and
often continue to work in paying
jobs into their 70s. But these em-
ployed older adults are welcomed
in RSVP because there are volun-
teer jobs for them in off-work
hours. To receive a membership
application and explore volunteer
options, call Fran Johnnene at
617-635-3988.

The following nonprofit orga-

quired. For more information or
to register, call 617-782-6705.
Schedule is: Jan. 8: “Archer’s
Quest’! by Linda Sue Park; Feb,
5: “Silverwing” by Kenneth
Oppel{ and March 21: “The Li-
brary Card"” by Jerry Spinelli.

The Faneuil Bookworms

For s kindergarten to three
and their caregivers. A monthly
book discussion group for young
readerd. Children may read the
book an their own or as a family
read-alpud. Registration is re-
quired, Books are available one
month | in advance. Schedule is:
Jan. 27: “Mr. Popper's Penguins”
by Richard Atwater; Feb. 24: *The
Chocolate  Touch” by Patrick
Skene |Catling; and March 31:
“The Borrowers” by Mary Norton.

The Book Bunch Book Club
The group meets Mondays at 4
p-m.. Book discussion for kids in
grades jseven and eight. Schedule
is; Dec. 29, “Criss Cross” by
Lynne Rae Perkins; Jan. 26:
“Acceleration” by  Graham
McNeg; Feb. 23: “White Lilacs”
by Carolyn Meyer; and March
30: “Montmorency: Thief. Liar,
Gentleman” by Eleanor Updale.
Registration is required.

Adult Programs

Adult book discussion group

Reading Massachusetts Writ-
ers. Books are availabie at the Fa-
neuil Branch Library.

ESOL conversation group
No registration, no charge. justa
useful period for improving your
comfort with the English lan-
guage. Group meets every Thurs-
day from 10:30 a.m.-noon.
|

Honan-Allston

Branch

300 North Harvard St., All-
ston, 617-787-6313

nizations have expressed a need
for RSVP volunteers:

ABCD North End/West End
Neighborhood Service Center.
Taking | seniors to medical ap-
pointments; helping with English
as a second language; with com-
puter lessons and serving on the
agency'’s telephone; plus other
roles.

West Roxbury VA Hospital of-
fers opportunities to relate to the
patients who are veterans with
friendly| visits, reading and help
with letter writing.

Horizons for Homeless Chil-
dren. Infants to 6 years old, all in
need of nurturing volunteers. Can
be two hours a week at sites in
Dorchester, Roxbury and Ja-
maica Plain.

The CAMP Program. Serves
children of mothers in prison.
There is a need for relationships
with volunteers. Training is of-
fered at both agencies to under-
stand the needs of these children.

Hebraw Rehabilitation Center,
Roslindale, where there are many
opportunities with patients. Friend-
ly conversation with elder resi-
dents is appreciated. One volunteer
regularly reads to a blind patient.

The Chinese Neighborhood As-
sociation needs volunteers to con-
verse in English with Chinese res-
idents, and there is a similar need
at the Chinese Golden Age Center.

Russians welcome speaking in
conversational English at Jewish
Community Housing for the El-
derly in Brighton.

Massdachusetts Commission for
the Blind. Read with clients or be-
come a friendly visitor. Days and
hours flexible; locations citywide.

Matchup Interfaith Volunteer
Caregivers, throughout the city.
Match with a person of any age.
Help with errands, doctor ap-
pointments, travel on the MBTA
or visiting in homes of people
being served.

WGBH, Channel 2, Brighton.
Many opportunities with auctions,
mailings and ushering at events.

Caritas St. Elizabeth's Medical

Library programs at
Honan-Allston Branch

The following are upcoming
programs at  Honan-Allston
Branch:

For children and families:

Homework help with a
Boston Public Schools teacher

A teacher from the Boston
Public Schools is available every
Monday and Wednesday from
4-6 p.m. to help students of all
ages with homework.

Homework assistance pro-

Trained high school mentors
are available every Monday
through Thursday from 3:30-
5:30 pam. to help children in
kindergarten through eighth
grade with homework.

English as a Second Lan-
guage Conversation Groups —
Join adull leamers of English to
practice informal conversation
with a trained volunteer. Tuesdays
at 11:30 a.m., Wednesdays at 6
p.m., and Saturdays at 2 p.m.

Teen Time @ the Library —
The library teen group meets
monthly for craft projects, games,
movies and other activities. For
ages 12 and older; no registration
is required. The next meeting 1s
Wednesday, Jan. 7, 4-5:30 p.m.

Free Creative Drama Class
— Ann Adams of Library Cre-
ative Drama Inc. uses role-play-
ing, improvisation and story-
telling as a tool for strengthening
the life skills of children between
the ages of 7 and 12. Every Mon-
day, except Boston Public
Schools holidays, from 3-4 p.m.

Preschool Reading Readi-
ness Story Time — A special
program exploring some of the
fun concepts that lead to reading.
For children 3 to 5 years old. Call

Center in Brighton, an acute care
teaching hospital.  Volunteers
work with hospital staff in a vari-
ety of jobs, including emergency
room and nursing unifs,

the children’s librarian to register
for this storytime series, and for a
listing of storytime dates, at 617-
787-6313There is no prli'.schoo]«.|
storytime Dec. 26.

Free Chess Instruction —
Lean the basics, or a more ad--,
vanced game, from Richard Tyree. |
For all interested players older
than 10. Saturdays at 11 a.m.

Toddler Story Time — Stories, "
songs and a craft for children 1 1/2
to 3 172 years old and their care- |
givers. Call the children’s librarian
to register a child for this storytime _
series, and for a listing of story time
dates, at 617-787-6313.

For adults:

Book group

Join this monthly gathering of ;
readers for informal conversation .
and camaraderie. The group
meets Wednesday, Jan. 21, 6
p.m., to discuss “The Lace Read-
er” by Brunonia Barry. Copies of
the book are available at the li-
brary.

Beyond the Book

An exhibit of book art and col-
lage, which may be visited during
all hours of library operation.

Free Chess Instruction —
Learn the basics, or a more ad-
vanced game, from Richard Tyree. ~
For all interested players older
than 10. Saturdays at 11 am.

T.H. McVEy
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Expecting near .52
the new year:

Your baby could be ¢
Baby New Year!

If you have a due date between Jan. | - Jan 10,2009,
visit WickedLocalParents.com
to enter the Baby New Year contest!

DEADLINE TO REGISTER 1S DECEMBER 30, 2008

$100 gift certificate to Bﬂbﬁ'_
@ For official ruies and to register, visit www.wicke
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“A mattress is one of the most important purchases of your lifetime . . .
You spend at least 4 months a year in bed.”
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*We will meet any price on any Stearns & Foster’, ComforPedic™, Inte ]
Tempur-Pedic’, or BodyDiagnostics™ models Excludes closeouts, special
g & changes, floor samples, warranties, discontinued & one-of-a ki
Must present competitor’s current ad or invoice.
Applies to same or comrarable mattresses
prior to delivery.
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min. $375 purchase min. $499 purchase : min. $749 pu min. $999 purchase
Off our everyday low price. Cannot be combined with any other advertised or discounted offer. Previous sales do not apply. Excluding exceptional value o clearance ifems,
LSteurns & Foster® ComforPedic)' Internet, Trueform® Tempur-Pedic® & BodyDiagnosfics” models. Final price is reduced by exira coupon savings. Must Bring in coupon. Expires 12/27/2008

OVER 50 YEARS ¢ NEARLY 700 LOCATIONS
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Road conditions permitting.
Available on in stock models.
Delivery fees apply.
.. Excluding holidays and store pick-ups.

Saturday
10am-9pm

OPTIONS AVAILABLE The Mattres
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GREAT FINANCING -
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ACTON 291-307 Main Street (Acton Plaza, Nxt. to Average Joe's) 978-263-5811 MEDFORD 23 Revere Beach Pkwy, (Rte. 16, Opp Kappy's Liquors) 781-396-1505

ALLSTON 128 Brighton Ave. (Bet Linden & Harvard) 617-202-0148 METHUEN 70 Pleasant Valley St. (Next to Market Basket) 978-688-5293

ATTLEBORO 235 S. Washington St. (Rte. 1, Next To Stop & Shop) 508-388-5158 MILFORD 103 Cedar Street (Quarty Place, Next to Lowe's) 508-482-0608

AMHERST, NH 123C Amherst St. (Rte. 101A, Opposite Lowe's) 603-318-7138 NASHUA, NH 254 Daniel Webster Hwy. (2nd Floor, Above Post Office) 603-888-1479

BEDFORD, NH 1 South River Rd. (1/2 mile from Macy's) 803-218-1124 NASHUA, NH 225 Daniel Webster Hwy. (Behind Pier 1 Imports) 603-888-1317 ¢ jna’ Upenting

BEVERLY 2-6 Enon St.(Dodge Crossing, Nr. The Rugged Bear) 878-822-591% IMATICK 1400 Worcester Rd/Rt 9 (Next to Circit City) 508-875-3280 '
'BOSTON 811 Boyiston St. (Opposite Prudential Center) 617-456-1694 INIATICK 64 Worcester St. (Opposite Lexington Furniture) 508-319-2015

IRARNTRER 123 Poarl St (Poarl Plaza, Next to Shaw'y) T8.200%8 NORTH DARTMOUTH 463 State Rd. (Near Friday's /Target) 508-207-1010

BROCKTON 715 Crescent Street (Crescent Plaza, Space 96) 508-586-2050 MORTH DARTMOUTH 39 Faunce Comer Rd. (Next to Best Buy) 508-207-1038

BROOKLNG 1355 Beacon St (Choldge Gomen 867984008 | PEABODY 229 Andover St. (Next To Walgreens) 978-531-0585 :

SABRLINGIIOM 24 Gantridge S (e K e e e PEMBROKE 117 Oid Church St. (Lowe's Ent., Next to Friendly's) 781-826-2318

SNBLING YO 14 Micdeon Tko fWnd & Sumor KOS R ek b PLAINVILLE 97 Taunton St. (Plainville Commons, Next to Panera) 508-643-0286

CAMBRIBOR 727 Memoril Drve ekt to Starbucks NeEL BN 960 §7 TS0 PLYMOUTH 120 Colony Place (Nr. D'Angelo,Opp. Walmart) 508-747-7388

CAMBRIGOR 000 \aseachuotis Ave. (Central Scuars, e 3 BVKWR OIS OYT . PLYMOUTH 16 Home Depot Drive. (In Front Of Home Depot) 508-732-0130

CAMBRIDGE 194 Alewife Brook Pkwy. (Fresh Pond M WOW ol il ) peig PORTSMOUTH, NM 1600 Woodbury Ave. (Durgin Sq, Plaza, Opp. Kmart) 603-570-5056 ¢ s Cnins

SANONE 55 Vel o Sreet. (Yilege SHioppes, Netr N R B T REVERE 339 Squire Rd. #40 (Northgate Shopping Center) 781-284-8208

oo Ao el L by 5 R REVERE 35-40 Furlong Dr. (Sufiolk Downs, Near Target) 781-289-0827

DEDHAM 51 Mzmm% (South ofngtaples) 781-306-0919 SAUGUS 1260 Broadway, Rt. 1 North (Just South of Kowloon) 781-233-2958

DEDHAM 385 Providence Hwy. (Rte. 1 at Traffic Circle) 781-355-4080 juw! C sing SADOUS 291 By (Rie 1.8 Walrut 31, Nr. Walgreens) 781-231-1461

o ekt o Chlie) 803 7421018 et Obatn. | || SEEKONK 55 Highland Ave/Rt #6, Ann & Hope Plaza (Nr Home Depot) 508-336-3950

DOVER, NM 15 Woeks Lane (Next To Chils) White Hen Pantry) 508-5 SHREWSBURY 512 Boston Turnpike (Next to Jiffy Lube) 508-845-9350

s DTN 215 Tty T e RS i sk STONEHAM 149 Main Street (Next to Midas) 781-279-0309

PAIRNAVEN 521 otloshve, (Nert 1 Dross Bar) 1-000-SLEEPYS e STOUGHTON 706 Technology Center Drve (N: Olve Garder) 781-344-0207

FALL RIVER 211 Marianno S. Bishop Blvd 81, Next To Taco Ball) 508-614-0172 SUDBURY 435 Boston Post Rd. (Next to TJ Maxx) 978-443-0309 a

T a6 Hienop Sl (B, & SWAMPSCOTT 447 Paradise Rd. (Vinni Nr. Panera Bread) 339-883-0316

HANOVER 1775 Washington St. (Hanover Mall Nr. Office Max) 781-826-6076 ise Rd. (Vinnin Square, Nr. Panera Bread) 339-

HARWICH 1475 Orieans Rd, (Harwich Commons, Ni. Olympia Sports) 508-433-1916 SWANSEA 2555 Grand Ay Hwy. (Rte. 6, Opp. Cathay Pear) 508-379-7550

HYANNIS 685 lyannough Rd. (Bet. Cape Cod Mall & Christmas Tree Shop) 508-778-2414 WESTBOROUGH 1 Oak Street (Next to Burger King) 508-366-4683

KEENE, NH 447 West Street (Near Hannaford's) 603-352-2796 WESTFORD 174 Littleton Rd. (Westford Valley Mktpl., Nxt. to Starbucks) 978-392-0838

LEOMINSTER 252 Mill Street (Near to The Mall At Whitrey Field) 978-534-34(7 - WILMINGTON 241 Main St. (Opp. Market Basket) 978-988-9192

LYNN 517 Lynn Way. (Rte. 1A, Opposite Kelly Honda) 336-883-0313 WOBURN 299 Mishawaum Rd. (Opposite Woburn Mall) 781-722-0027

MANCHESTER 717 Wilow St (Opp. Burger King) 1-800-SLEEPYS /esd ey WOONSOCKET 1500 Diamond Hill Rd (Wainut Hill Plaza Nr Savers) 401-766-2728

MARLBOROUGH 225-235 Boston Post Rd. (Next to Planet Fitness) 508-481-1091 WORCESTER 541 Lincoln St. (Lincoln Plaza Nr Staples ) 508-852-3940

For more information CALL 1(800) SLEEPYS"® (753-3797) www.sleepys.com

Showroom Hours: Monday thru Saturday 10am fo 9pm, Sunday 11am fo 7pm EEEE" P+ Clerance Merchandise Avalable 62008 ST, LLC
Privately Owned & Opercited by the Acker Family for 4 Generations
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