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SCHOOL NOTES

BHS program puts
kids back on track

The Brighton High School adminis-
tration has implemented a new pro-
gram, which it hopes will “keep kids
from falling through the cracks.”

Acting Headmaster Charles Skid-
more said recently that a new plan-
ning center is designed to help stu-
dents who are having trouble
focusing on school “get back on
track.”

The planning center provides aca-
- demic support, and counsels students

on decision-making and job skills.

Students assigned to the center are

* those who have been exhibiting poor
behavior, which is why there is a
punitive aspect to the program. But,
Skidmore added, the program is not
perceived that way.

When students see they have
caught up in their studies and have
learned organizational skills, there is

- a sense of accomplishment. Students
discover “it's a way to avoid suspen-
sion,” he said.

~ After a fairly in-depth evaluation

_ completed by the student’s team of

_ teachers, and parent notification, a
student is assigned to the planning
center for four days. During that
time, the student is taught, counseled
and coached, as well as being re-
quired to keep up with regular class-

room work.

Each student receives a certificate
of completion, and must also return
every two weeks to check in with the
center.

The center, which expects about
six students a day, is staffed by BHS
teacher Peter Medine, and a job
counselor from the Private Industry
Council, Greg Baker.

Although in its infancy, Skidmore
believes the center “has a lot of po-
tential” to help students improve and
plan for the future.

Mary Lyon principal
beaming over MCAS

Even though the MCAS scores for
last year were released a couple of
months ago, Mary Nash. principal of
the Mary Lyon School, is still beam-
ing with pride.

That’s because last vear's fourth-
graders at Mary Lyvon scored first in
the city in the combined scale scores
in English language Arts. math and
science. In addition, none of the stu-
dents scored in Level 1/failing. Four-
teen fourth-graders took MCAS Ilast
year at Mary Lvon.

Nash believes the school achieved
the improvement because “the teach-
ers worked hard. beginning in the
fall.” Working as a team. the teachers
set clear expectations and made sure

A free ride for

Councilor Kelly?

Campaign’s car
payments at issue

By Ken Maguire
-TAB STAFF WRITER
~ Bending the boundaries of cam-
paign finance laws, City Council Pres-
ident James Kelly last year authorized
his campaign committee to make pay-
- ments totaling $3,429 to GMAC for a
car leased in his name.

Kelly pays for his Buick through his
election committee because, he said,
he campaigns “seven days a week.”

travel, although he acknowledged he
does not have a second vehicle.

. “It's perfectly legal.” Kelly said.

““It’s not uncommon. It’s done by a
number of elected officials.”

Campaign finance laws prohibit
candidates from using committee
funds for personal gain. An official
with the state Office of Campaign and
Political Finance said it's unusual for a
campaign vehicle to log no personal
travel at all. It's possible Kelly will be
asked for proof.

“That might require us to reguest,
from the campaign, mileage docu-
ments to back up that assertion,” said
Brad Balzer, OCPF deputy director.

Several dozen campaigns statewide
have similar arrangements, Balzer
said. The key difference, however, is
that candidates usually reimburse the
campaign committee for any personal

use of the car. In addition, it is typical-
ly the committee that leases the vehi-
cle, not the candidate.

Kelly’s 1999 campaign finance re-
ports show no reimbursements from
the candidate to the committee for per-
sonal use of the car.

“They should reimburse monthly.
We don’t get too upset if it's every
other month,” Balzer said. “As long as
the commitiee is being reimbursed for
personal use of the car, it’s OK.”

When a discrepancy is discovered,
Balzer said, a solution usually is
worked out between his office and the
candidate. If a violation is serious
enough and there 18 no solution in
sight, he added, the matter is referred
to the attorney general's office.

Balzer has not seen Kelly's report
because district councilors file with
the city clerk. Before authorizing the
payments; however, Kelly said he re-

From Febrary to December.
Kelly’s commitiee made eight pay-
ments, mostly in what appear o be
monthly installments of $339, 1o the
GMAC Payment Processing Center.
Kelly defended the payments, saying
he’s always on the campaign trail.

“] pretty much work the campaign
seven days a week.” he said. “T use the
car seven days a week. I'm doing po-
litical work seven days a week.”

A 1997 memorandum from the
OCPF said acceptable uses of com-
mittee-funded vehicles include travel
related to campaigning for votes and
fundraising, performing one’s duties
as an elected official and providing
constituent services.

“A political commitiee.” the memo
states, “may not make expenditures in
connection with a leased automobile
which are for the candidate. an agent
or any other person’s personal travel.”

Kelly made two payments to
GMAC in December., according to his
most recent campaign finance report,
which was filed 18 days passed the
Jan. 20 deadline. He is subject to a
$10-per-day fine for each day late.

City

moves to make

streets safer for dogs

By Ken Maguire
TAB STAFF WRITER
The next time you hear a dog yelp-
ing, for goodness sake, call the city
hecause you might save a life,

That was the message sent by city
officials last week at a City Council
hearing called after the electrocu-
tion death of a dog in the South End.
The pooch, Laszlo, stepped on an
electrical junction box cover on
Shawmut Avenue and died instant-
ly.
Officials immediately began city-
wide inspections of street lights and
traffic signals to prevent future
tragedies. They hope to finish the
inspections by next week.

In Laszlo’s case, there was no in-
sulation between the cast-iron cover
and the wires below the street.

“Somehow, that insulation got
worn off,” Public Works Commis-
sioner Joseph Casazza said.

The real danger, Council Presi-
dent James Kelly said, is that the in-
tersection is close to an elementary
school.

“It could have been a child,”
Kelly said, noting that his office re-
ceived 30 phone calls, mostly from

dog owners, regarding safety ques-
tions.

City inspectors cannot be every-
where at once, so they asked the
public to call them with even the
smallest of complaints,

According fo a reporl in the
Boston Globe, Shawmut Avenue
residents often heard dogs yelping
around the same spot where Laszio
was electrocuted.

Beth Rogers, a member of the
Beacon Hill chapter of D.O.G. (Dog
Owners Group), said she’s pleased
the city acted quickly with inspec-
tions.

“People who own dogs in the city
take ownership very seriously.” said
Rogers, who owns Rocky. a Shet-
land sheepdog.

Councilor Steve Murphy, whose
Public Safety Committee held the
hearing, agreed.

“Pets are family members,” he
said.

Anyone wishing to report electri-
cal problems with street or traffic
lights should call 635-7500, 7 a.m.
to midnight, Monday through Fri-
day. Alse available is the Neighbor-
hood Services line, 6354500,

- students understood the various per-

formance levels, said Nash.

In addition, the teachers were sup-
portive of the Level | students,
telling them “you can do better, but
you have to work 1o get better; we'll
coach you,” she said.

Mary Lvon's ELA scaled score
was 234; the city score was 224. In
math, Mary Lyon students scored
247: city students. 223. And in sci-
ence, Mary Lyon fourth-graders
scored 248: the city students scored
226,

The fourth-graders also scored
well in math and science. In math, 50
percent scored al Level 3/proficient:
and 14 percent at Level 4/advanced.
Inscience. 71 percent scored at Level
3; and 21 percent at Level 4,

Hamilton shows
improvement

Last year’s fourth-graders at the
Hamilion School showed improve-
ment in all subjects on MCAS.
Principal Ellen McCarthy said re-
cently she was “very pleased” with
their work on the tests, and noted that

fewer students scored at Level 1/fail-
ing.

Hoping to see more students move
into Level 4/proficient, she said,
“we're certainly heading in the right
direction.”

*To move ahead,” McCarthy said,
professional development is key, as
is the tutoring for third- and fourth-
graders started last year at Hamilton.
She added that MCAS provides
“more meaningful data about student
performance,” and schools can tum
that around into good teaching. Thir-
ty-four Hamilton fourth-graders, in-
cluding regular, special and bilingual
students, took the MCAS in 1999.

In English Language Arts, 35 per-
cent scored at Level 1/failing; 62 per-
cent at Level 2/needs improvement;
and 3 percent at Level 3/proficient. In
1998, the students scored at Levels 1
and 2.

In the 1999 math test. 38 percent
scored at Level 1,47 percent at Level
2, 12 percent at Level 3, and 3 per-
cent at Level 4/advanced. The previ-
ous vear, students scored at Levels |
and 2.

In the 1999 science test, 26 percent

scored at Level 1, 50 percent at Level
2, and 24 percent at Level 3. In 1998,
63 percent scored at Level 1, 29 per-
cent at Level 2, and 8 percent at
Level 3.

Winship has

‘significant’ results

Winship  School  fourth-graders
showed “significant improvement”
on last year’s math and science
MCAS tests, Principal Antonio Bar-
bosa said recently.

He attributed the increased math
scores to the school’s stronger focus
on problem-solving and critical rea-
soning skills.

He said science scores were up,
quite possibly, because of Science
Stars. @ new program implemented
last year in all Allston-Brighton ele-
mentary schools, which was de-
signed to enhance students’ science
knowledge.

“We still have a lot of work to do. It
forces us to think how we teach,”
Winship said, adding that he is
pleased with last year’'s MCAS
progress.

He added that the school continues
to “move away from drill and prac-
tice, and focus more on critical think-
ing. :

This year, for example, consider-
able emphasis will be placed on writ-
ing in all grades and subjects. :

Last year (1999), 38 Winship
fourth-graders, including regular,
special and bilingual students, took
MCAS. ot

In English Language Arts, 34 per-
cent scored at Level 1/failing, 63 per-
cent at Level 2/needs improvement,
and 3 percent at Level 3/proficient:

The previous year (1998), no one
scored at Level 3, 67 percent at Lgvel
2, and 33 percent at Level 1.

In math in 1999, 39 percent scored
at Level 1, 45 percent at Level 2. 13
percent at proficient, and 3 percent at
advanced. In 1998, 66 percent were
at Level 1, 32 percent at Level 2, 3
percent at Level 3, and none at Level
F g =

In the 1999 science test, 24 scored
at Level 1, 47 percent at Level 2, and
29 percent at Level 3. In 199853
percent were at Level 1, 42 percentat
Level 2, and 5 percent at Level 3.
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$5 Doesn’t Buy A Lot!

- Now, Get Showtime'
for only $5 a month

for three months when you connect to any Optimum premium package.

Plus get installed for only $9.95.

Special
$9.95
instaliation
offer

network. Plus,

This is television
~you won't'see -
anywhere else.
This is SHOWTIME. You get
more top 25 Hollywood hits,
more original pictures and
more original family movies
than any other premium

series, science fiction,
and big-bout boxing.

And SHOWTIME 2 doubles
your viewing choices.

Best of all, get installed for
only $9.95 and enjoy three
months of both SHOWTIME
and SHOWTIME 2 for only $5
a month for three months
when you connect to an
Optimum premium package.

Don’t miss out. Order today.

bold original

Call Cablevision of Boston

(617) 787-8888

=

Optim

A Service of Cablevision

UumTv:

ma.cablevision.com

*Offer expires March 4. 2000. Prices shown exclude applicable taxes and fees. Offer applies to standard installation on one TV set in wired serviceable areas enly. Standard instaliation is 150 fest or .

- less of aerial construction. Packages must inglude Optimum service to receive discounts mentioned. Installation fee is required for each additional outlet. Offer cannot be combined with any other

offer and exciudes monthly service and eguipment charges. Addressable cable box required. !
Showtime 15 a registered trademark of Showtime Networks,
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P‘RIESTHOOD. from page 1

-Father Robert Blaney, assistant vocational
director for the Archdiocese of Boston, said
the average age for students in seminary is
about 27 at St. Johns,

-“In general, students are older than they
were a generation ago, or even 10 to 15 years
ago,” Blaney said.

“According to information from the Center
for' Applied Research in the Apostolate, in

- 1999 the average age of a diocesan priest was

59. Last year, 24 percent of diocesan priests
were over the age of 70. The Washington-
based center is an independent organization of
thé Catholic Church and affiliated with

- Georgetown University.

“In Boston, the age of priests has also in-
creased.

+In a recent ceremony at the Cathedral of the
Hély Cross in the South End, 12 men were
ordained as transitional deacons, an important
step to becommg a priest. Several of the 12,

~ were men in their 50s. The youngest of the

group were in their late 20s.

“My story was pretty typical back
thén,” he said. “Now it seems [men are enter-
ing the priesthood] later and later.”

~Dan McCoy’s story, though, is becoming

_increasingly typical for a seminary student.
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‘McCoy, a first-year theology student at St.
John's, had spent more than 11 years working
inf the food service and catering industry be-
fore deciding to become a priest.

‘McCoy, 35, entered St. John's Seminary
College of Liberal Arts when he was 30,
where he completed his bachelor’s degree, a
prerequisite to entering the school of theology.
He has three more years before he will be-

““We don’t like to think of it as a new career,

- but rather we feel that we are being called by ==
. God to pursue the priesthood,” said McCoy,a |
* soft-spoken Irish-Italian man. '

McCoy grew up as the middle child of five
boys in an active Catholic family in Grove-

- land, Mass. on the North Shore. As a young

boy, he occasionally thought of becoming a
priest.

“Ididn’t think about it anymore than think-
ing about being a police officer or firefighter
when I was little,” he said.

McCoy, unlike many seminarians, wasn’t
even an altar boy as a youth. “I only went to

1 ~ the religious [education] classes because I had
¢ to,” he said.

zl-‘,

But McCoy began thinking about enrolling - ;

RAYING OF TH

in the priesthood afier séveral friends men-
tioned it. I am really happy with my deci-
sion,” he said. “Thave absolutely no regrets.”

Father Howard J. Gray, director of the Cen-
ter for Ignatian Spinituality at Boston College,
hassealdlenmﬁ)emfolda'menmmllmgm
seminaries increase over the past few years.
Oftentimes, those men have been dissatisfied
with their life, he said. ;

“They may not have felt comfortable with
life,” Gray said. “They aren’t comfortable
with the idea of materialism. accruing goods
and the hedonistic society.”

One local school. Pope John XXITIT Nation-
al Seminary in Weston, is catering particularly
to older men. The seminary, founded in 1964,
was the first in the nation established for the
preparation of men coming to the priesthood
at a later ime in life.

Enrollment at the school is booming, said
Jean Boyle, public relations director at the
school.

Boyle said that a few years ago enrollment
was in the 50s. Over the past few years, the
number has increased to more than 70, with
about five working toward ordination for the
Archdiocese of Boston.

Pope John seminarians come from a variety

= PRIESTHOOD

of previous careers including law, business,
medicine. military, social work, sales, educa-
tion, the sciences and engineering. Students
range in age from 30 to 60, with a median age
of about 45.

“Many had another career that wasn’t ful-
filling and wished to enter the priesthood,”
Boyle said. “They felt they weren’t able to
minister o others.”

Pope John now has close to 350 priest
alumni, serving more than 80 dioceses and 20
religious communities in the United States
and Canada. Although 85 percent are dioce-
san priests serving in parishes, many are mili-
tary or hospital chaplains, missionaries, teach-
ers, professors or administrators of the
diocesan and religious community agencies.

Boyle said the rising number of older men
entering the priesthood locally is mirroring a
national trend.

Enrollment at seminaries like Pope John
and St. John are up across the nation, CARA
reported. For the 1998-99 academic year, en-
rollment increased 7 percent nationally.

According to Gray, the increase parallels a
general rise in spirituality in society.

“Just look at any bookstore,” he said.
“There is shelf after shelf of books dedicated

 he m&k‘am ' mcbaempmwanmease ,

to spirituality, whether it’s for Catholics,
Jews, gays, lesbians or for business people.”

The number of older students is also up at
St. John's Seminary School of Theology,
which, according (o Blaney,

“Culturally. people have put off making
lifelong decisions,” he said. “They are decid-
ing on a career and marriage at an older age.”

But the increase in older men joining the
priesthood hasn’t solved a critical problem:
the lack of men and women entering the
church as a vocation.

In a recent article Bernard Cardinal Law,
archbishop of Boston, said the church is in
crisis because of the shortage of people enter-
ing vocations.

According to CARA, the total number of
priests, both diocesan and religious, has
dropped since 1965, from 58,132 t0 47,582 in
1998. Although there are shortages world-
wide, here in Boston, Law said, the numbers
aren’t as desperate. The numbers in the arch-
diocese has stayed pretty stable over the past
few years, at about 50 to 60, Blaney said.

Gray said he thinks the church is facing a
serious problem with the lack of numbers.

“The priestly vocation has crumbled.” he
said. “We are having a crisis.”

Today’s bishops may not have enough
priests to take care of a parish like they used
to, Gray said. Bishops are concerned that they
won't be able to provide the Eucharist and tra-
ditional support for their parishioners.

Church officials say many students begin
thinking about joining the priesthood when

, mﬁ&;wmcmy,ﬂwmwmef
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Ignacious Spirimality at Boston

they are teens but delay making the dec:suon
until later in life.

“Even the older students have started think-
ing about it in their teens,” Blaney said. “Fora
number of reasons, it didn’t work out.”

Many of the men, Gray said, thought about
entering the priesthood when they were
younger but put it on the back burner because
of a lack of support from friends, family and
society.

Although there are no concrete answers as
to why men are delaying making a decision to
become a priest, Catholic officials do have
some hunches.

“Some men don’t want to make a lifelong
commitment,” Gray said.

Another reason may be the rigid commit-
ments of celibacy and obedience. The idea of
taking a vow of celibacy is not a popular one.

*“We live in a highly secularized world
which places having a sexual experience very
high,” Gray said.

Congdon agrees. Deciding to enter the
priesthood is really counter-cultural, he said.

“Most men want to go fo college and the
university and experience the world,” Cong-
don said. “The seminary may seem like you
can’t do that.”

Social pressure and unflattering press about -
priests also has discouraged some from enter-
ing the priesthood, according to Gray.

Family support is also not as strong as it
used to be, Congdon said. Traditional
Catholic families are not so typical anymore.

“The Catholic upbringing is not as strong as |
it used to be, say, 30 years ago,” he said.
“Families don't value [the priesthood] as
mugch today as they used to.”

Catholic families are becoming smaller,
and many parents want grandchildren and to
keep the family name alive.

But although the numbers may be down,
many Catholics think there are reasons to be
optimistic.

Today’s young Caﬂmhcs are generous and
intelligent, Gray said, pointing to the number -
of young peOple committing one to two years *

b of their lives after college to service projects

like urban teaching.

“The number of students interested in
doing something for new immigrants, the
poor, neglected is just wonderful,” he said.
*“The most heartening thing is the increase in
young people [involved] in issues of justice.
They want to make the world a little better.

“It’s not like generosity is gone,” he said.
“This lifestyle just doesn’t attract as many

people anymore.”

But Blaney added that he is seeing the
number of people inquiring about the priest-
hood rising.

“We are getting more interest,” he said.
“Now we have to get them signed up.”
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Rmﬂwmmahowsoﬂthelmhcentuqt Howard clock he is restoring for the
Brighton branch library on Academy Hill Road. The clock was found in plooes in the
Ilbrarysbasement

f Repalrs will turn back the clock
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ed it, but he recognized its value im-
ately
“It’s like looking at a Rolls Royce in a
junkyard,” he explained. Tt still has an aura
about it. You know that this was a really

. hxgh quality piece.”

‘I's always exciting getting into a

i Howard clock. There’s so much local histo-

k"

ﬂl‘

i

+ ryin them,” said Hochstrasser.

The clock is made out of oak, with a 24-
~ inch, marble face. Hochstrasser plans to
disassemble the clock’s inner workings,
make some basic repairs and clean it up be-
fore hanging it.

“This clock isn't anywhere near worn out

< yet. It still has another 100 years in it at

b 13 e

least,” said Hochstrasser. In fact, the clock
started ticking again as soon as Hochstrass-
er and Bertino laid it flat on the library’s
basement floor.

“Some of the new clocks that come out of
Germany, they last maybe 10 years and
. they're junk. The old Howard clocks just
" keep on ticking,” said Hochstrasser.

This clock pre-dates the earliest battery-
.- powered clocks by at least a decade, said
Hochstrasser. A cast iron weight hanging

! cn & able within the clock's cabinet keeps
. the timepiece running. The weight needs to

be wound by hand with a crank once a
week. Over the course of a week, the
weight powers the clock by slowly pulling
down until the cable is fully extended —
hence the expression that a clock “runs
down.”

One of the basic repairs Hochstrasser will
make immediately is replacing the cable,
which is broken. In addition, & small spring
that the pendulum hangs on is broken and
will need (o be replaced. The swinging of
the pendulum is the clock’s time-keeping
device.

It appears to be a customn made, one-of-a-
kind timepiece, said Hochstrasser. If funds
become available, he plans to reproduce
some innate carved filials on the clock’s
cabinet and have a dial painter on the South
Share clean and restore the faded paint on
the marble dial.

The repainting of the face will cost
$1,000. Several thousand more is needed to
re-carve the wooden cabinet.

Allston Brighton Historical Society Pres-
ident William Marchione said the clock
was donated to the library in the 1870s
by Clarissa Maichett. who lived at the
comer of what is now Tip Top and Wash-
ington streets, just above Oak Square in
Brighton.

o own thelr own horms, mlha than be fomed
out of the neighborhood by skyrocketing
rents.

Harvard University representatives did not
attend the meeting, but the ABCDC presented
the same affordable housing plan to the uni-
versity last year, according to Harvard's Direc-
tor of Community Relations Kevin Mc-
Clusky.

McClusky said that the university is not
considering any developments on its property
until they are reviewed within the context of a
Community Master Plan that will address
both the community’s needs as a whole, and
the university’s needs.

“We undersiand the urgency of the housing
needs,” said McClusky. “We also understand
that whatever first step we make needs to be

- made carefully and to the greatest possible

benefit, and we feel very strongly that discus-
sion needs to begin within the task force and
under the guise of the Community Master
Plan.”

Although the Boston Redevelopment Au-
thority called off plans for a Community Mas-
ter Plan focusing on urban planning for the
Allston neighborhood last October, the pro-
posal is under discussion again, according to
Harvard University Community Task Force
Chairman Ray Mellone. The master plan
would be a collaboration between the commu-
nity task force, Harvard University and the
BRA.

As for the ABCDC's housing proposal,
Mellone said, I think it would be a mistake to
assume that properties that Harvard owns
should be looked at in only one respect.”

ABCDC Executive Director Bob Van
Meter said the proposal was created based on
Harvard's stated intention to increase afford-
able housing in the community.

'Rudmswm = caid Van Meter

He added that the proposal was created be-
fore any sign of whether Harvard would con-
sider working with the ABCDC because “we
know that Harvard is not standing still with
planning for its parcels.”

“We understand the
urgency of the housing
needs.”

Harvard’s Director of
Community Relations
Kevin McClusky

The site is part of 52 acres of land that in
1997 Harvard announced it had quietly pur-
chased in recent years. The land adjacent to
the future library was once home to the Mac-
Namara Cement Plant and filled with discard-
ed cement. The cement has since been re-
moved, leaving an empty field.

The preliminary ABCDC proposal includes
62 homes, each as part of a two-family
dwelling. The complex would have 93 park-
ing spaces. Van Meter acknowledged that the
space does not allow as much parking as
might be desired, and said that the proposal is
very preliminary.

“This is subject to revisions,”
Meter.

Residents living in the adjacent neighbor-
hood expressed concern that the new homes
would exacerbate traffic jams that already par-
alyze North Harvard Street during commuting
hours. Others questioned whether low-cost
housing would invite crime into the neighbor-

said Van

the units, - : i
“This kind of development has less of an
impact than other kinds of developments,”
said Van Meter. “This parcel is not going to re-
main vacant for a very long time.”

Van Meter said the proposed houses would
be priced to be affordable to families with var- |
ious levels of income up to somewhere in the |
vicinity of $60.000, and that deed restrictions -
would prevent buyers from reselling them at
tremendous profits. The ABCDC would seek
resources from Harvard, the city of Boston -
and possibly the state to fund the develop-
ment, said Van Meter. :

Various residents spoke in support of the
proposal, commenting that the market is out of
proportion to average family incomes in the -
neighborhood. i

Allston Civic Association President Paul -
Berkeley, who is also vice chairman of the -
Harvard University Community Task Force,
said there is nothing wrong with what the
CDC wants, but that it needs to be considered
in the context of the big picture. -_

“We don’t want to look like we’re opposed
to housing, because we’re not,” said Berkeley. -
“Without knowing what Harvard’s going to
do there’s no way that we can say where hous- -
ing’s going to be.” 5

He pointed out there are many ways Har-
vard could provide community benefits
through how its land is used, and each one -
gives preference to a different special interest -
group. ‘

“One might argue that if Harvard's going to
give land to the CDC for affordable housing,
why don’t they give the Joseph Smith Health -
Center the land it is on,” said Berkeley.

The health center was rebuilt three years -
ago on land rented from Harvard University
under a long-term lease.

Municipal licensing board threatens to
shut down Paradise rock club for good

PARADISE, from page 1

lems, dating back to a much-publicized stage
diving incident involving two New England
Patriots football players. Last December, the
Paradise was slapped with a 30-day suspen-
sion for underage drinking and overcrowd-
ing.

On New Year's Eve, club officials allegedly
refused to call an ambulance for an underage
patron who was sick. At the time, the Paradise
was under suspension but had a one-day li-
cense for the holiday.

In addition, the club last Saturday allegedly
served alcohol to another minor, according to
Pokaski.

Police Capt. William Evans, who supervis-
es patrols in Allston-Brighton, wants to see the
club closed for good. Underage drinking,
overcrowding, fights and double-parking are

among the problems, he said.

“T'll be thrilled if they revoke the license,”
Evans said. “They’ve been given plenty of op-
portunities to clean up their act. It's very chaot-
ic down there every weekend. It uses an inor-
dinate amount of my resources.”

Attomney Carolyn Conway, who represents
the Paradise, did not return calls to comment.

If the club is shut down, Evans hopes the
Paffdise ownership team, which includes Seth
Greenberg, is not allowed to re-open by sim-
ply switching the liquor license to a new cor-
poration.

“My big concern now is they do a transfer
of ownership.” he said. “That’s how they get
around these things.”

The Licensing Board has not made its ruling
on the New Year’s Eve incident, It will wait,
Pokaski said, until after the March 7 violations

The Paradise was off suspension only one
day when it ran into more problems Jan. 16.
Three BU students and one friend, all under-
age, called BU police from their dorm at 1:55
a.m. Their friend, an 18-year-old from Illinois,
became sick afier they went drinking at the M-
80 club, they told police.

“1 observed the victim ... to be lying on the
floor in an intoxicated state,” BU police officer
Jason Ferreira said in his report. “She was con-
scious and vomiting. An odor of alcoholic
beverages was present.”

The woman was treated at Beth Israel Dea-
coness Medical Center.

Pokaski said, “Enough is enough.”

“The problem really is with the manage-
ment as opposed to the clientele,” he said.
“They don’t seem to get the message.”
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Commission otters fire
department recommendations

By Ken Maguire
TAB STAFF WRITER

Presidential candidates these days
are fond of asking “What would
Jesus do”” when faced with a dilem-
ma. In Boston politics, however, the
question is “What would James
Michael Curley do?”

The question was posed by City
Councilor Chuck Turner during a
hearing with the O'Toole Commis-
sion, which recently recommended
wide-scale reforms of the Boston
Fire Departiment.

Tumer, after hearing testimony
from a white man who was not hired
as a firefighter despite a perfect score
on his civil service exam, said the
scenario is similar to the problems
Irish immuigrants faced early last cen-
tury. The Yankees denied them
power, but Mayor Curley stood up to
them.

“James Michael Curley was the fa-
ther of affirmative action,” said Turn-
er, who is black. “He should be seen
as a hero to all of us because he stoed
up for the principles of inclusion.”

Inclusion is one of the key recom-
mendations in the O Toole report.
Created a year ago by Mayor

Thomas M. Menino following news-
paper reports of discnmination. the
commussion says the Boston Fire De-
partment needs, among other things.
better leaders and more diversity in
its ranks.

Menino said he plans to support
the recommendations, including the
hiring of a civilian departiment head.

Leadership, she said, is lacking.
One solution to finding the best lead-
ers 18 1o not rely solely on civil ser-
vige exams for promotions, the report
stated.

"Awritten test isn't the best predic-
tor of integnty,” O'Toole said. “A

wrilien test isn't the best predictor of

leadership. The trend has been to go

In recalling the to  performance
Curley days. evaluations.”
Tumer tried o i % In other
show that Bosion James Michael recommenda-
is again changing. Curley was the father tions. the practice
The city’s popula- . s of “swapping”
tion is approach- of affirmative action. needs serious

ing 50 percent mi-
norities. - Those
changes, he ar-

gued, must be re-
flected in city departments,

“I don’t think that’s o much to
ask,” the Roxbury councilor said. “1
think the history of Boston demands
i

Kathleen O Toole, chairwoman of

the six-member commission, fold
councilors that the departiment must
improve recruitment of minorities,
women and gay and leshian resi-
dents.

Councilor Chuck Turner

oversight, the re-
port states. Cur-
rently, firefighters
are allowed to
freely swap shifis with colleagues,
often without informing their superi-
ors.

In one week in December. 7,200
work hours were swapped. O’ Toole
said.

“We felt stropgly that it's out of
hand right now,” she said. “Supervi-
sors have no idea who is showing up
on any given shift.”

The report states that there is little

hard evidence of outright discrimina-

tion in the BFD's disciplinary prac-

tices. It did note, however, that each

station house has its own informal
code of discipline. While not docu-

mented, the informal discipline tar-

gels minorities more than whites, ac-

cording 1o many

surveyed last year.
Most involved acknowledged that

the department is one of the best in

the country in terms of fighting fire,
but not all agreed on the commis-
sion’s findings.

Tom Flaherty Jr., the white man

who scored 1(X) on his eivil service
exam, told councilors that his dreams

of becoming a firefighter have been
shattered because of affirmative ac-
tion.

“Non-veteran whites are being vir-
tually eliminated from the hiring
practice,” Flaherty said. “If that’s not
discrimination, 1 don’t know what
is.”

Tumner said there will always be
unhappy parties when power struc-
tures change.

“This 15 the year 2000. This 1s a
city whose racial composition is
changing,” he said.

firefighters

By Susan O’Neill
TAB STAFF WRITER

The Boston Redevelopment Au-
thority next week will present the
Boston Zoning Commission with
changes aimed at making it more diffi-
cult to develop in the city’s 33 conser-
vation protection sub-districts.

Richard Shaklik, assistant director
of neighborhood planning and zoning,
revealed the changes at a sub-commit-
tee meeting of the West Roxbury
Neighborhood Council on Wednes-
day at the Roche Community Center.

Shaklik said the BRA has put to-

BRA fixing disparities

evaluated where they needed to clarify

the existing regulations and to attempt”

to make them more strict to profect
more of the areas’ natural features.

*These are slightly stricter as we can
get. Property owners still have the -

right to develop so we still have to
allow them to develop their land,”
Shaklik said.

The BRA is sending letters to olher
neighborhood groups citywide, and.
expects to hold public meetings in the .
five neighborhoods — East Boston, *
Jamaica Plain, West Roxbury, Mission.
Hill and Brighton — that now have.:

gether a series of

requirements, height limits, and crite-

ria for review of proposed projects.
He said the proposed changes

would make it consistent for all the

the districts.
“In all the sub-districts there is a
minimum lot size of one acre for a sin-

Councilors vote to hire their own lawyer

By Ken Maguire
TAB STAFF WRHER

Nearly out of options in its bid to
hire a full-time attorney, the City
Council on W dm\day did about
the only thing it could do — it hired
a part-time attorney.

Since last November, Council
President James Kelly has pushed
for the hiring of a counsel to the
council. Mayor Thomas M. Menino,
however, last month vetoed an ordi-
nance that would have allowed the
creation of the position.

Vowing to fight, Kelly on
Wednesday ordered councilors to
the Curley Room, where, by a 7-6
vote, the board ds*ru,d 03] &.ﬂt]sl out-
side counsel..

Attorney Cht.sler Daﬁmz. a Ftr\l
Amendment specialist and Kelly's
friend, will be retained, according to
the council president. Darling’s role
will be to convince the mayor that
the council has the autherity to hire

a full-time lawver. If that doesn’t
work, legal action is possible.

“If we can avoid litigation, 1'd like
to,” Kelly said. "T'm hoping the
matter can be tesolved by our

“If we can avoid
litigation, I'd like to.
P'm hoping the matter
can be resolved by our
lawyer talking to their
lawyer.”

City Council President

James Kelly

lawver talking to their lawyer.”
The council needs a lawyer, Kelly

said, because the board has little in-

dependence from the mayor’s of-
fice. Menino, meanwhile, says the

Every year people look for ways to simplify the process of filing taxes and

financial planning. Advertise your business in the Tax Guide &

Financial Resource Directory. Now's your chance fo recruit poten-

tial customers in need of tax advice and financial planning services.

The Tax Guide & Financial Resource Directory will help you:

* Reach more than 1.4 million readers in our 100 plus publications.

« Target specific geographic zones within your business area.

CommunityClassifieds.com provides a bigger marketplace of local buyers and sell-

ers in print and online. For more information, contact your sales representative

today or call 1-800-624-SELL. Call now before your competitors do! Sign up
now for 13 weeks and receive 2 additional weeks FREE!

Directory.

s g

g How often have parents heard the phrase,
“I'm bored!® Now's your chance to help
local area families get a head start on their
“ children's summer and after school plans.
Advertise your business in The Camp, School & Activities

The Camp, School & Activities Directory will help you reach more
than 1.4 million readers in our 100 plus publications. You'll also be able to
target specific geographic zones within your area of business,
CommunityClassifieds.com provides a bigger marketplace of local buyers and
sellers in print and online. For more information, contact your sales
representative today or call 1-800-624-SELL.

Sign up now for 13 weeks and receive 2 additional weeks Free!

Directo
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city’s counsel Merita Hopkins can
handle the council's legal matters.
Further, both men interpret the city
charter differently. believing they
are in the right.

Menino refused to comment on
Wednesday's vote. In a leiter ex-
plaining his January veto, the mayor
said hinng a council lawyer “will
cause significant confusion and con-
flict in the direction and manage-
ment of the city's litigation and
other legal matters.”

Voting with Kellv were councilors

Pegey  Davis-Mullen.  Francis
“Mickey” Roache. Stephen Mur-
phy, Michael Flaherty, Maureen

Feeney and Maura Hennigan. Op-
posed were councilors Michael
Ross. Brian Honan. Chuck Turner,
Charles Yancey, Dan Conley and
Paul Scapicchio.

Before the veto, the council
agreed to hire Shawn Murphy to be
its lawyer. Currently. Murphy is the
council’s research director.

Kelly said a salary has not been
agreed upon with Darling.

gle family dwelling, except in Allston-
Brighton and East Boston, where there
is no minimum lot size requirement.
We are making them as uniform as we
can so they are the same in all neigh-
borhoods,” Shaklik said.

He said the regulations have been in
effect for almost 10 years and BRA

districts in the eity. Currently, some of
the regulations do not pertain to all of

velopment was halted ahcr the Inspee-,
tional Services Department determined
that the dgveloper did not put in appro- ;
priate construction controls to protect, ;
the public or the adjacent property.
More soil was removed than the
maximum amount allowed in a Con-",
servation Protection Sub-district.

conservation subs;
)

amendments  and “We are making [the district zoning.
will present them 3 He explained
to the Zoning zoning amendments] there are 10 of,
Commission  on - those districts i
P2} e lisre, uniform as we can West  Roxbury;;
view. so they are the same  and 11 in Allston-,.
The  amend- . H y»  Brighton while,
ments are changes in all I'IEIgll borhoods. Ea: Boston and ..
in minimum ot Richard Shaklik. assistant Mission Hill each,,
size,  maximum - . have one.
e of dme.uor'of nelghbmthood Last year ing
dwelling units per planning and zoning Brighton, a Leant-, .
acre and setback inglon Road de-

. i

Residents protested because there -,
had been no opportunity for commu-: |
nity review before the project was ini--,

tially approved, despite its conserva-
tion district status.
Shaklik said once the Zoning Com-

mission reviews and approves the pro-

posed changes. they will be sent to

Mayor Tom Menino for his signature. .

i
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Boys’ Lacrosse, ages 8-15

TAX GUIDE

Bruce H. Cohen
Attorney, Certified Public Accountant
Masters in Taxation
Estate & Tax Preparation
Evening appointments available
1811 Central St., W. Roxbury

! (617) 327-5900

" Advertise Your
Financial Services
in the TAX GUIDE

Call 800-624-7355

Girls’ Lacrosse, ages 8-15

Girls’ Basketball, ages 7-15

Contact: Dana Brown
Director of External Programs
The Park School

171 Goddard Ave.

Brookline, MA 02445

(617) 277-2456 ext. 302

national onigin, disabil

Summer Programs at Park School

Creative Aris at Park (CAAP), boys and girls ages 8-15
Park Enrichment Program (PEP), boys and girls ages 5-8
Adventures in Science, boys and girls ages 9-12

Junior Einsteins, boys and girls ages 6-8

Explore the Wilderness, boys and girls ages 11-14

PALS Community Service, boys and girls ages 11-14
SummerSoccer, boys and girls ages 6-17

Boys' Basketball, ages 7-15

Boredom Buster, boys and girls ages 8-13

Park s a coeducalional school and doss not discriminate on the basis of race. religion,
, o family comp

0 in its-admi , financial aid,

o in the administration of its educalional policies.

The Writers' Express
a day camp at
Tufts University

6§18 .9 Lorades

WTiting * sports

art = adventure
April vacation
Summer vacation

Adventure

W lth d B

BOYS ONLY

BOVS & G F.l,\ !I-IS

for 2 Free Brochure wr roruh

Dave W. Cowens
Basketball School, Inc.
150 Wood Road, Suite 304
Braintree, MA 02184

ain

BASKETBRALL
CAMP

s College
a.lthpoinl
July 24-28
July 31-Aug. 4
Aug. 14-18
Boys and Girls ages 8-15

ﬁ'i*n

Meadowbrook School of Weston
= June 19-23
Beys and Girls ages 6-11

Call Michael at (978) 461-0865
S T R
TeECHNIQUE SwiM CAamP
Aﬂ& ATHARVARD

+ Six one week sessions between

June 12 and July 21
+ Competitive swimmers ages 9-18
+ Intermediate swimmers ages 7-13
Please call (617) 783-4451 or E-mail:
techswimeamp @ yahoo.com for a brochure.

This camp comiplies with the regulations of the Mass.
Dept. of Public Health and is licensed by the local board
of health.

oW

Mount Ida
Day Camp

A Traditional Camp for Children...Ages 4-13

A Quality Camp
FAT CAMP7 KINGSMONT'

..a camp owned & directed by parents who
undersland your overweight child. As former
Kingsmont campers, we needed to make the

same, long term, lifestyle change ...and we did!
Let’s discuss the difference between:
Campus vs. A real kids' Camp
Technique vs, Empathy
“Starvation” vs. Nutrition
Girls' only vs. Co-ed, ages 7-18
Summer vacation vs. Year round

CAMP KINGSMONT

ACTIVE Summer Camp Fun!
interACTIVE School Yr. Support.
Qur 29th Year in the Berkshire Mts.

800.854.1377

Keith Zucker former camper/Owner/Director
www.campkingsmont.com  Video by mail
ACA accredited Kosher/Vegetarian Option

FREE air travel from California w/escort

The \ P
Sweet Swin -
Hitting Academy HINE

Pre-Season Clinic at:

% Trinity Catholic High School
} Newton, MA

(781) 944-4927 Gradss
March 11* & 12* 1g* & 190 512

Sports..Activities...Swimming...Arts & Crafts
June 26-August 18..Monday-Friday, &:45am-3:45pm
® Hot or cold lunches included
* Transportation available from certain areas
* Extended days available
Mount Ida College, 777 Dedham Street, Newton Centre, MA 02459

R YR Ham

Day Camp Office:
(617) 969-8534

Basketball School

at Waltham High
Two Sessions:
June 26th-30th
July 3rd, 5th & 7th Boys 8-18.

Big Man/Guard

Skill Development Camp

June 2nd-4th Grades

Girls Camp

at Newton South High
June 9th-12th Girls 8-18

7-12

_o18-741-1877 8

| ;Advertise in the

€5 > camps
% > schools
&% > activities
Directory %a
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RELIGION NOTES

Church holds

music series

Saint Columbkille Church at
321 Market St. in Brighton will
hold a series of special music
programs running through May.

The series, the fifth Boston
Festival of Orthodox Music. has
been held at the church on alter-
nate years since 1990.

Upcoming performances in-
clude: the Worcester Polytechnic
Institute (WPI) Concert Choir
Feb. 20 at 3:30 p.m.; The WPI
Brass Ensemble March 19; The
Carrigaline Singers from County
Cork, Ireland on March 21; a
combined college chorus includ-
ing the Boston University Choral
Society, Wells College Choral
Society, WPI Glee Club, Concert

Choir and Women’s Chorus on
April 29; and the Brighton Con-
cert Choir and Orchestra May 8.

There is a suggested donation
at the door of $10 for adults and
$5 for students and senior citi-
zens. All are welcome.

For more information call the
parish office at 782-5774.

Mental Health Issues
and a Christian

Community’s Response

St. Luke’s and St. Margaret’s
Episcopal Church is exploring
the needs of the broader Allston-
Brighton community. In January,
the church’s Adult Education

Program focused on the needs of

immigrants.

In February, Adult Education
turns its focus to another area of
the community’s life needing
support and resources, mental
health, 'The church’s series,
“Mental Illness and a Christian
Community’s Response,” in-
cludes:

¢ Sunday, Feb. 20, Biblical Re-
flections on a Christian Re-
sponse. Members of the parish
will lead a study of Second
Corinthians 1:18-22, and facili-
tate discussion of its relevance to
mental illness and a Christian
community’s response.

All are welcome. Adult Educa-
tion sessions meet at noon in the
church’s Lower Parish Hall and
end at 12:45 p.m. Sunday morn-
ing worship at St. Luke’s and St.
Margaret’s begins at 10:30.

10 a.m.

Bowling
10 a.m. — Presentation for the
Senior Pharmacy Program

Programs and classes- by the
Veronica B. Smith Multi-Service
Center, 20 Chestnut Hill Ave., for

9:30 a.m. — English as a Sec-
ond Language classes

“Honestly, | can't believe | sold my fumniture 10 a.m. — Fix-It Shop

so quickly. The day | placed my ad on
CommunityClassifieds.com, | received over
12 calls from people right in the area. My
wife and | can head to our new home in
Florida without a worry in the world thanks
to CommunityClassifieds.com.”

— Tom Stevenson

Be sure to ask about

communityclassifieds.com

in print ¢ online

searching for a new home’

in print and online, |t s never been easier to
find what you're looking forl .+

communityclassifiedsecom

|| For LOWEST

the week of Jan. 24-28.

635-6120.

Monday, Feb. 21

- Closed for President’s Day

s Tuesday, Feb. 22

9 a.m. — Exercise

Language classes
9:30 a.m. — Crochet

The senior center is open Mon-
day-Friday from 8:30 am. to 4
p-m. Lunch is served Monday-
Thursday at noon. Telephone:

9 a.m. — English as a Second

Noon — Lunch. Suggested do-
nation, $1.50
1 p.m. — Bingo

Wednesday, Feb. 23

9 a.m. — English as a Second
Language classes

Noon — Lunch. Suggested do-
nation, $1.50

1 p.m. — Line Dance

I p.m. — Senior Swim at the
YMCA, 470 Washington St.,
Brighton

Thursday, Feb. 24

9 a.m. — Exercise

10:30 a.m. — Choral

Noon — Lunch. Suggested do-
nation, $1.50

1-3 p.m. — Venus® Bingo

1-4 p.m. — Bridge

Friday, Jan. 28

9:30 a.m. — English as a Sec-
ond Language classes

9:30 a.m. — Art Instruction
with Dawn Scaltreto

10 a.m. — Walking

1 p.m. — Senior Swim at the
YMCA, 470 Washington St.,
Brighton.

CALL

PRICE.

O Same Day De]wer'es
O Service Available

1-800-870-3570
=S Dedham, MA

BIRTHS

Aidan Lawrence Murphy

Patrick L. Murphy and Cheryl A.
Cooper Murphy of Hanover an-
nounced the Jan. 24 birth of their son,
Aidan Lawrence Murphy, at St. Eliz-
abeth’s Medical Center in Brighton.

Aidan weighed in at eight pounds,
two ounces and measured 20 1/2
inches long.

He is the grandson of Daniel and
Patricia Cooper of Allston and
Shirley and the late Lawrence Mur-

-----

BELMONT FIRE DEPARTMENT

e BOSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT
BROOKLINE FIRE DEPARTMENT
 CAMBRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT
e DEDHAM FIRE DEPARTMENT
NEEDHAM FIRE DEPARTMENT

David B. Cohen, Mayor

« NEWTON FIRE DEPARTMENT

e SOMERVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT
* WALTHAM FIRE DEPARTMENT

* WATERTOWN FIRE DEPARTMENT
* WELLESLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT

* WESTON FIRE DEPARTMENT

Edward J. Murphy, Fire Chief

The City of Newton thanks the brave firefighters
who assisted us during the February 9 fire.

Our thoughts and prayers go to the families
and colleagues of the victims.

Joseph Capello, President
Newton Firefighters Association
Local 2759, IAFF AFL-CIO

This space donated by Community Newspaper Company




