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POLICE LOG

Taxi driver
reports robbery
A Bay State Taxi driver report-
ed he was robbed on Feb. 3 at
9 a.m. while driving his cab near
525 Cambridge St., Allston.

The driver told police that when
he stopped to let a pedestrian cross,
a man reached inside the passenger
window and took a black leather
bag containing a map, cellular
phone charger, credit card machine
and $10 in coins. A second suspect
stopped in front of the cab, accord-
ing to the report.

The first suspect then ran through
the Store 24 parking lot at 509 Cam-
bridge St., toward North Beacon
Street, police said.

Police describe both suspects as
black males in their 20s, small to
medium build. wearing dark cloth-

ing.

Teens arrested on
drug charges
Police arrested three teens on
drug charges after following the
suspects into Burger King, 210
Brighton Ave., Brighton, on Feb. 3 at
about 9 p.m.

Amested on charges of possession
of a class D substance (marijuana)
were Pedro Diosries, 17, of 15
Leicester St., Brighton, and two juve-
niles from Allston and East Boston.

Police believe the three to be mem-
bers of both the Young Bloods and
the Brazilian Boyz gangs. One of the
juveniles is allegedly affiliated with
the East Boston Bloods.

According to police, the suspects
went to the-rear of the restaurant and
began to exchange unknown items.
When Diosries saw officers Timothy
Stanton and Timothy Sullivan ap-
proach, he sat down with his hands in
his pockets as one of the juveniles
tried to leave, police said.

O’ Sullivan stopped and questioned
the juvenile, who reportedly pro-
duced a red Swiss Army knife, which
is being held for evidence. Police
seized two bags of a substance be-
lieved to be marijuana from the
youth, as well as one large, similar
bag from Diosries, who told police he
had *weed.”

The officers also seized a butterfly
knife and three “no trespassing”
signs from the second juvenile, and
$721 cash from Diosries, the report
said. Complaints will be sought in ju-
venile court against all three suspects.
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BU student struck on

Commonwealth Avenue

A Boston University student

was struck by a car at 1340
Commonwealth Ave., Brighton on
Feb. 4.

Burcu Albavrak, 18, of 85 Brain-
erd Road. numbér 413, Brighton.
was crossing Commonwealth Av-
enue with a friend at about 8 p.m..
police said.

James Walsh. 28, of 321 Summit
Ave., number 16, Brighton, report-
edly told police he was headed east

on Commonwealth Avenue, travel-
ing at less than 30 mph. when he
looked down briefly 1o change the
radio station.

When Walsh looked up, he saw
Albayrak and Romina Anaui,

18,

also of 85 Brainerd Road.. number
413, crossing the street. He jammed
on his brakes, but skidded on the
wet road and struck the victim, he
told police. Albayrak was reported-
Iy knocked onto the hood and
thrown into the air, then onto the
street.

Anaui could tell Officer Richard
Fleming only that she was walking
ahead of the victim and that she saw
Albayrak in the air, then on the
sireet. Albayrak was not using a
crosswalk, according to the report.

Emergency. medical personnel
treated the victim at the scene, as-
sisted by Boston Fire Depariment
Engine 41 and Ladder 14 personnel,
then took the victim to Beth Israel
Deaconess Medical Center. Al-
bayrak was treated for injuries (o
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the face, thigh and elbow.
Fleming was unable to interview

the victim because of the extent of

the injuries, the report said. Accord-
ing to a BIDMC spokesman, the
victim remained hospitalized at
press time. but the family requested
that no further information be
given.

Police said Walsh's car, a 1988
Nissan Maxima, sustained damage
to its front hood. Walsh was visibly
shaken but not injured, according to
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Group of six charged
in invasion, attack at
Brighton apartment

Off-campus
Boston College
students struck
with bottles

By Linda Frank
TAB STAFF WRITER

Six young men allegedly crashed
a private student party in Brighton,
smashing bottles and breaking
doors and windows, resulting in
their arrest early on Feb. 5.

Police arrested David Kong, 25,
of 15 Hastings St., Wellesley: Jae
Chol Yi, 22, of 231 Harvard Ave.
number 8, Allston; Philip K. Lee,
19, of 149 Hammond St., Chestnut
Hill; John Junghoon Lim, 22, of
175 Forest St., Waltham; Ariel J.
Strauss, 24, of 96 Columbia St.,
Brookline; and Calvin W. Leung,
25, of 215 Beach St., Malden.

All were charged with home in-
vasion.

Leung reportedly told police that
he had a firearm license and that he

was carrying a “loaded .22.”

At about 3 a.m., police reportedly
went to 3 Wallingford Road,
Brighton, to break up a fight. .

The victims, all Boston College
students, told police that six men
had just left after first knocking on
their door, then kicking it in, ds one
victim opened it to see who was
there.

Police allege Kong struck the vic-
tim with a bottle, then the other sus-
pects did the same, striking every
one they saw.

Police found the suspects in their
parked car at Wallingford Road and
Commonwealth Avenue.

During their search, police found
a .25-caliber Beretta revolver, with
one magazine containing eight
rounds of ammunition, in Leung’s
Jjacket. Police also seized Leung's
firearm license.

Malden Police were notified of
the incident.

Two of the victims were taken to
St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center for
treatment of head lacerations.

Police believe that one of the sus-
pects is a BC student, but the col-
lege would not contirm that.

the report. No charges have been
filed against him relative 1o the ac-
cident.

Arlington man
charged with
assault and battery
An Arlington man was arrested
Feb. 4 after a reported fight
involving four other men at 214

North Beacon St., Brighton. One man
was injured in the incident, police

said.

Christo Vasilopoulos, 34, of 13t
Massachusetts Ave., Arlington, wa:
charged with assault and bzmery witl
a dangerous weapon (shod foot).

According to the report, police saw
Vasilopoulos kick the victim as he lay
on the ground during the scuffle.

The victim was taken to Massachu
setts General Hospital, where he wa:
treated for facial injuries. Vasilopou
los, whom police said also had facia
injuries, refused medical attention.
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EDITORIAL

Who will hold the
Big Dig accountable?

ack in 1998, when the Central Artery/Tunnel project was
B projected to cost $10.8 billion, Gov. Paul Cellucci repeatedly :
promised the Big Dig would be completed “on time and on

budget.”

That promise has now been spectacularly broken — to the tune of
$1.4 billion and counting. Cellucci was out of town (again) when the
bad news was announced, and when he returned, his response was
woefully inadequate. The governor said no one should be surprised
by the overrun, though neither he nor anyone in his administration
said anything about it until Treasurer Shannon O’Brien blew the
whistle.

If he wasn’t surprised, it's even more disappointing that Cellucei
doesn’t seem to know what went wrong or what to do about it. He's
still praising the Big Dig managers responsible for this failure and sull
pushing a tax cut that now looks even more reckless than before.

The administration’s first answer is to accelerate toll increases on
the Massachusetts Turnpike and the bridges and tunnels north of
Boston. That reflects a deal made in 1997 that had more to do with
politics than equity. It was easier to get the Boston-based power bro-
kers in the Legislature to raise the rates for metro west commuters
than to build tollbooths on the Central Artery or the gleaming new
Charles River bridge.

Eighty percent of the commuters taking the Pike into Boston never
touch the Central Artery, but every one of them will now have to pay
for it on every trip. But the South Shore commuters who take the
Central Artery to downtown Boston every day won’t have to pay a
dime in tolls. That’s unfair any way you cut it.

But the toll increase isn’t just unfair: It won’t begin to make up for
this latest Big Dig overrun. This proposed toll increase was already
factored into the Big Dig financing beginning in 2002. By moving it
up a year, the state will realize $60 million, which will still leave the
state more than $1.3 billion short of having enough money to finish
the project.

The enormity of this overrun can hardly be overstated.

Already, the administration has shortchanged local road and bridge
projects across the state in a maddening shell game designed to slip
more money into Big Dig accounts. Already, it has borrowed against
federal reimbursements, ensuring that 15 years from now, new high-
way aid will be paying off debt, not building roads.

Prospects for getting more money from the federal govermment to
make up the shortfall are slim. Coming up with $1.4 billion more out

‘of the state budget will strain every other priority — education, health- :

care, the environment and more.
When students flunk a math test, Cellucci scowls about the impor-

tance of accountability, but where’s the accountability for the Big Dig :

bosses who have failed math, bookkeeping and budget performance?
Last week, Cellucci expressed confidence in Turnpike Authonty

Chairman James Kerasiotes and Big Dig chief Pat Moynihan. If that's

how Cellucci punishes failure, how much higher will the overruns go
before this job is finished?

From the beginning, the Big Dig has been a bipartisan boondoggle.
Contractors, unions, environmentalists and Boston neighborhoods all
got pieces of the action. Afraid of giving ammunition to Republicans
in Congress, Bay State Democrats declined to raise the issue of mis-

management by Weld, Cellucci and Kerasiotes. Democrats in the Leg- :

islature have been as reluctant as Republicans to dig into the Big Dig’s :
books.
Who now will hold a hearing on Beacon Hill? Who'll make Kera-

siotes and Moynihan tell us how they blew their budget? Who'll come

up with some alternatives — whether cutting the project or finding a
new revenue source — to keep their cost overruns from draining other °
state accounts?

A fiscal crisis is coming at Massachusetts as inexorably as one of the
Big Dig’s diamond-tipped tunnel-borers. It's time the governor got his :

head out of the Bush campaign and started taking care of business

back home.

¢ 254 Second Ave., P.0. Box 9112, Needham, MA 02492 617/254-.7530
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%Massachusetts a bump on the campaign trail

undits from Beacon Hill to
Washington are on their

: knees thanking New Hamp-
i shire voters for their rademark con-

 UNDER THE
'BIG TOP

| STEVE LEBLANC

Just think what would have hap-

i George W. Bush rolled up huge vic-
{ tories up north. Political reporters
: would have to find something else to
i do for the next six months — not to
i mention voters in the other 48 states.
¢ (lowa held its caucuses before New
Hampshire.}.
: Instead. New Hampshire deliv-
: ered a godsend fo newsrooms across
: the country.

And his name is John McCain.

Don’t be mistaken. The smart
money in the GOP race is still on
; Bush. Bush has bucketloads of
i money o spend on slash-and-burn
i television ads to incinerate McCain
i in delegate-rich states like California
i and New York.
McCain, on the other hand, is
i waging war on a shoestring budget,

pened if frontrunners Al Gore and

hoping to capitalize on his media-
darling status to win him much-
needed airtime on nightly news
shows.

Bush also has the Republican po-
iitical establishment tx.hmd him.
About 25 Republican governors
including Gov. Paul Ce!lucm —
have already tithed their fortunes to
the Texas son of former President
George Bush.

McCain, by contrast, has trouble
scraping up endorsements from local
GOP lawmakers. He is running a
true insurgent’s campaign, hoping to
win by dint of his ideas, personality
and personal history as a Vietnam
prisoner of war.

Going into the last weekend, some
polis put McCain up by eight or nine
points. In the end he nearly doubled
that, capturing an 18-point victory.

Bush shrugged off the loss as a
“bump in the road.” but the margin
of defeat must have been sobering.
Not only did McCain rack up a huge
lead, he dominated Bush in nearly
every category of voter.

The next Republican primary con-
test is in South Carolina on Feb. 19.
Although Bush initially had a strong
lead in the conservative state, that
could change quickly as McCain
takes his populist, reform message to
the streets of that southem strong-

—

hold.

On the Democratic side, chal-
lenger Bill Bradley didn't win, but
his four-point loss was enough to
keep him going on through at least
March 7. — so-called Supu Tues-

day. ‘

Bradlev should have won New
Hampshm: With two weeks to go he
blew a significant lead, in part because
he left the state to compete in lowa,

In ‘the closing days of the New
Hampshire contest, Bradley lobbed a
few negative grenades at Gore. They
seemed to tighten the race but might
end up backfiring on Bradley, who is
selling himself as the high-brow,
above-the-fray candidate.

Bradley supporters put the best spin
on the loss. They said Bradley man-
aged to close the race dramatically in
the last 48 hours. Some polls had Gore
up by 12 points going into the ballot-
ing.

Bradley has at least one advantage
McCain doesn’t— money.

Bradley is running about even with
Gore on the cash front and can afford
to mount a coast-to-coast media blitz,
at least through the all-important
March 7 primaries, which include
California, New York, Massachusetts
and a number of other big states.

In Massachusetts, supporters of all
four top candidates are promising vig-

orous campaigns. Bradley backers say
their candidate will appeal to liberal
Democrats while McCain organizers
say their candidate’s “straight-talking”
streak will sell to the state’s indepen-
dent voters.

- But don't expect to see many of the
candidates in person.

Unlike in New Hampshire, candi-
dates will likely be spending most of
their time in the biggest states — espe-
cially California and New York. Like it
or not, Massachusetts is truly a bump
on the road when it comes to wrapping
up a party nomination. .

Which doesn’t mean that pundits.
and others won't be keeping a close:
eye on the outcome here. :

No one has more riding on the pri-:
mary than Cellucci, a top Bush sup--
porter. Cellucci virtually tmed over
his organization to Bush to help in
New Hampshire and Cellucci himself
made countless media appearances
shilling for his candidate.

Cellucci has also pledged to deliver
Massachusetts for Bush, a task made
suddenly more difficult by McCain’s
win.

*We're going to do well in Massa-
chusetts,” Cellucci pradncted “We've
been working really hard.”

Steve LeBlanc is the State House re-
porter for Community Newspaper
Company.

Young professionals spark an aging epiphany

ell. it took me a while to
realize it, but it finally
hit me. Somewhere

along the line, I got old. Creaky., even.
This started to occur to me a few
weeks back when my 8-month-old
chuginertmdmgﬂmﬂlehoapual fora

*  respiratory infection. My wife and I sat
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 § with her in the exam room, anxiously
 § awaiting the arrival of the doctor, who
¢ had no doubt would be gray-haired,
' { candiganed and much, much older than
- i me. Sort of like Robert Young, except
' alive.

So you can imagine my surprise

' i when the woman who walked in
| i looked like she had just stepped out of
- | i some high school biology class. I had
¢ i 1o resist the urge to check her teeth for

braces, This can’t be a doctor, I thought.
: When did doctors get younger than

ime?

Then last week, my wife and T went

: to an accountant to discuss our taxes.
i Again, I'm expecting Robert Young, or

at least Robert Klein. And again, out
walks a guy for whom 30 is probably a
not-too-distant memory. This is an ac-
countant? When did accountants get
younger than me?

And for that matter, why am I going
to an accountant in the first place?
That's not something young people do.
What am 1 doing thinking about invest-
ments? And dividends? And escrow?

Did I just say escrow? My God, I'm
old.

I should have realized something
was up when [ started relating to those
greeting cards aimed at how awiful
birthdays are. For years those cards are
completely inappropriate for you or
anyone you know, and then suddenly
one day you pick up a cird making fun
of droopy body pants, and it’s hilarious.
I never used to know anybody droopy.

I guess my problem is that I can’t
shake this feeling that I just got out of
college, when in fact I've been out of
college almost three times as long as |
was actually in college. I feel like I just
collected my diploma, when to your
average college kid I'm just another
out-of-touch guy who doesn’t under-
stand the appeal of pants that are four
sizes 100 big.

The final nail in the coffin of youth
came when I happened 1o peruse the

Billboard album charts this week.
Now;, back in high school I was up on
all the latest hits and could make a party
tape that would bring down the house
— a touch of Duran Duran, a dash of
Hall and Oates, a hearty helping of

Mister Mister; man, could I get that

room shaking. /

And now? Following are my
unadulterated reactions to a look at this
week’s Top 5 albums:

5.) The Lox, “We Are The Streets.”
You got me — are they a klezmer
band? 1 don’t know their music, but
suddenly I could use a nosh.

4.) Celine Dion, “All The Way ... A
Decade of Song.” OK, I know a Jot of
these songs, but I think that probably
works against me in the hip depart-
ment.

3.) Dr. Dre, “Dr. Dre 2001.” I'm
guessigg he’s one of those rapper types.
At the very least, I'm relatively sure
that he’s not an actual doctor.

2.) Santana, “Supematural.” Hey, the

“Oye Como Va” guy! This one I know!
Never liked him though.

1.) D’Angelo, “Voodoo.” You got
me — is he a sub shop? | don’t know
his music, but suddenly I could use an-
other nosh.

T'haven’t been able to pinpoint exact-
ly what finally nudged me into one-

foot-in-the-grave temitory, but it could
have something to do with being a dad.
Before you have kids, you don’t see a
lot of professional people; mostly just
supermarket cashiers, and I think most
of them are about 11 — they're so
young they’ ve barely started smoking.,

Afier you have akid, you see people
like doctors and accountants, who, un-
like cashiers, are supposed to be older
than you. When they’re not, it’s trou-
bling, maybe because it reminds you
that if you'd just stayed in schooi all
this time, you too could, say, be a doc-
tor right now. If you had any inclination
toward science or an interest in helping
people, that is.

Beyond the young professionals par-
enting exposes you to, maybe just
being a parent itself is enough to age
you a few years, At the very least it
makes it awfully hard to concentrate on
things like trendy pants, party tapes and
being first in line for Lox tickets.

Frankly, though, it seems like a pretty
good trade-off to me — T'll take dirty
diapers over Dr. Dre any day.

But I refuse to think too much about
escrow. I've still got a few good
years left in me.

Peter Chianca is a managing edi-
tor for Community Newspaper Com-
pany.
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COMMENTARY

A life lived in two different spheres | Call waiting promotes

his month marks the 25th an-
Tniversary of my return to the
world.

In February 1975, I signed papers
by which the pope released me from
the priesthood and, at the same time.
the Jesuit order allowed me 1o depart

GROWING
OLDER

RICHARD GRIFFIN

from its ranks. During that month |
began living on my own the way |
had never done before.

This double departure brought o
an end an ecclesiastical career that
had also lasted 25 years. My Jesuit
vears featured many experiences still
precious to me: the euphoria of dis-
covering a deeper spiritual life in the
novitiate; teaching in Jesuit schools
and in adult education settings: living
in European countries; and. most of
all, ordination to the priesthood and
the ministry that flowed from it

On occasion, people still ask me
why 1 left. When they do. I usually
give them the short answer — "I
changed.”

A more satisfying answer takes
several hours of conversation or hun-
dreds of pages of memoir. Just trac-
ing the changes in me takes a long
time; when you add the startling
changes that took place in church and
society during my quarter of a centu-
ry among the Jesuits, the answer be-
comes much more complicated.

The leaving itself took place in an
atmosphere of mutual respect and af-
fection between Jesuit officials and
me, I then felt greater respect for the
Jesuit society than [ ever had before.

My ties to former colleagues re-
main strong and | count many mem-
bers of the clergy as good friends. |
feel fortunate that the church had

changed enough that my departure
could happen without the animosity
and secretiveness of previous prac-
tice. Despite the satisfactions and
jovs of my first career, [ have never
regretted leaving.

‘Returning to the world has brought
me great blessings. Among them,
marriage and fatherhood rank high-
est. but the opportunity to experience
life from new angles has continued to
feed my soul.

Ordinary experiences that have
palled by now for some of my col-
lege classmates have remained fresh
for me, starting late in life as 1 did.
Just being a householder, for in-
stance, is something that [ still enjoy.

To have been given world enough
and time for multiple careers and a
variety of experiences as a lay person
gratifies me greatly. That's why I'm
celebrating in my heart this month’s
anmiversary.

There does remain one catch, how-
ever. Despite serious efforts, | have
not been able to escape ministry en-
tirelv. The Hound of Heaven. it
seems, has not yet done chasing me.
Last winter in Flonda, | retumed o
the pulpit after'a 24 year lapse, to
preach about the spinituality of aging.
an exercise that I am repeating sever-
al trmes this winter.

Stll, |1 'welcome the identity of
layperson. This vantage point of not
being an official spokesman has
given me a freedom (o “experiment
with truth,” as Gandhi put it, and t©
take my place as an ordinary member
of society. The mystery that charac-
terized my early career has not disap-
peared, fortunately. But the mystique
has, and 1 feel freer to explore the
world anew.

Aging gives a perspective that in-
creasingly seems precious to me. The
accumulation of years enables me
now to see pattens in my life that
previously remained obscure. 1 can
discem a providence at work that has

guided me toward fulfillments that |
had never-expected to experience.

Tentatively at least, | have been en-
abled to answer for myself various
questions. One such question that
used to trouble me goes this way:
“Was my entering the Jesuit ranks a
mistake, one that 1 should have es-
caped from much sooner?

This issue now seems to me artifi-
cial. one that does not require an an-
swer. That was simply what 1 did
with my life; this course of action
helped make me who [ am. My enter-
ing was a good. though mixed, thing:
so was my leaving.

For me, it is important to cultivate
both continuity and discontinuity in
life. That's why, when celebrating
my return to the world, 1 chenish
many experiences from the time
when | was living outside the world.

But I also place high value on my
breaking with the disciplines of my
first career. Doing things that | had
never done before, starting in middle
age, was welcome to me and I am
glad that my life course broke into
two p&mﬁ.

Two peak experiences. one from
each half, stand out in memory for
their iconic character. The first was
my ordination to the priesthood in
June of 1962. When Cardinal Cush-
ing laid hands on me, I felt ecstatic
with a joy that stayed with me for
weeks.

Similarly, when I stood nearby at
the birth of my daughter in January
1980, 1 felt a joy that swept over me
along with a mix of other emotions so
intense as to bring fears to my eyes.

Both events remain vitally impor-
tant to me. They help define a life
lived in two different spheres of being.

Richard Griffin of Cambridge is a
regularly featured columnist in Com-
munity Newspaper Company publi-
cations. He can reached by e-mail at
rbgriffl80@aol.com or by calling
{781)433-8328.

the excesses of the telephone oc-

topus, 1 call attention to call
waiting.

Call waiting is a service that, the

GUEST COLUMNIST
MAX ISRAELITE

I n my ongoing harangue against

telephone companies claim in their
advertisements, enables the sub-
scriber to handle the flow of tele-
phonic communications more effi-
ciently. That is their claim. Its true
purpose is to establish a universal
pecking order.

The phone companies, faced with
the greatest opportunity for person-
al enrichment since the invention of
highway robbery, have been pursu-
ing an aggressive marketing pro-
gram. They are pushing a system
that bestows omnipotence upon
their customers.

Subscribing to call waiting is the
equivalent of being elected God.
Who else but The Almighty has the
power to judge worthiness? Who
could resist such a plum? Is it any
wonder that prospective users flock
to subscribe?

Call waiting advises a subscriber
who is conducting a telephone con-
versation with one person that an-
other caller is trying to reach him.
Which of the two petitioners to en-
gage in telephone conversation
now becomes a judgment call
After ascertaining the identity of
the would-be caller, the subscriber
is faced with a critical decision —
he must determine which of the two
would be the least disadvantageous
10 dump. .

Call waiting offers the subscriber
the opportunity to allot signifi-

phone God complex

cance. It enables him to assign
every caller a niche — unchanging
and immutable — a rung on the so-
cial and/or business ladder from
which there is no appeal.

The explanation most people use
for employing the call waiting sub-
terfuge is that it is a purely defen-
sive move. They have, they are
careful to explain, teen-age children
who are constantly on the tele-
phone, and when they need to call
home to transmit an urgent mes-
sage, they need a means of clearing
the channel. (“Hey, Mom! Dad
won't be home for dinner tonight.
He says he’s been picked up by the
police for selling stolen bearer
bonds.”)

This explanation is either self-
delusion or a patent fabrication.
They do it because it feels sooo
good to rank others! Imagine the
sense of power the ability to make
such a decision imparts,

In my own case, I suspect | am
ranked somewhere between plank-
ton and the primordial ooze in
which life on this planet began.

Everyone in North America who
owns a telephone is ranked above
me in importance in the call waiting
hierarchy. And so, whenever [ am
engaged in a telephone conversa-
tion with anyone at all, I am aware
that that conversation may be bro-
ken off abruptly.

| have the sinking feeling. even as
the respondent and I earnestly dis-
cuss important matters, that if any-
one — and that’s anyone at all —
who resides between the northern
shore of the Rio Grande and the
southern flank of Hudson's Bay
should call while I am on the line, [
will be curtly dismissed.

To some, call waiting is just a
more devious way of screening

calls, deciding which are important
enough to answer, and which may
be safely ignored. Declining to take
telephone calls, or abridging those
deemed less important, has become
socially acceptable in our society.

There is an increasing perception
among busy people (this classifica-
tion includes everyone in New Eng-
land except myself) that time is a
limited resource, that an unneces-
sary telephone call is an unwarrant-
ed expropriation of that resource,
and that an abrupt termination of
that kind of a call is justified. Enter
call waiting.

*Oops, got another call,” the per-
son you just telephoned will say.
“Get back to you.” And, of course,
he doesn’t get back to you. Or if he
does, it is after you have forgotten
why you called in the first place.

A corollary service offered by our
friendly telephone company ty-
coons is Caller ID. This ingenious
device flashes the number and iden-
tity of every caller, so that the per-
son being called can determine, be-
fore picking up the phone, if,
indeed, he even wants to pick up the
phone.

The principal advantage of Caller
ID is to make it possible to deliver a
passive snub — the caller can be ef-
fectively snubbed by blithely ignor-
ing the urgent rings. Caller ID
makes it possible to increase the de-
gree of snubbery exponentially. The
caller is even denied the dubious
satisfaction of knowing he is being
snubbed.

There is no effective way to
counter these invidious slights. I
have considered tuning the tables
on those who truncale my tele-
phone conversations with the call-
waiting ploy by hanging up on
them.

Problem is, no one would care.

Max Israelite is a freelance
writer who lives in Acton. He is the
author of “I Never Met An Onion 1
Didn't Like,” a collection of light-
hearted stories and essays.

Eyeing health

and the economy

~Thank you for your editorial of Jan.
14 entitled ‘“Hard Times at HMOs.”

I have my health insurance with
Tufis at present, but a new company is
taking over my benefits as of Apnl 1,
so I do not know what my status will
be.

I would think this deplorable condi-
tion with health care would soon have

an effect on the economy.
John Russell
Brighton

When government workers
volurteer

Mayor Thomas M. Menino’s use of
city employees as “volunteer” cam-
paign labor (“Menino soldiers head
north,” TAB, Jan. 28) to promote his
favored presidential candidates and

David Kelman, GRI

Providing professional
real estate services
to buyers and sellers,

Jack Conway & Company
(617) 469-9200

— Appetizer Specials

(Choice of)

CRAB STUFFED MUSHROOM
TOPPED W/CHEESE

SHRIMP C

Entrees
(Choice of)
| PRIME RIB 120z Select Well Aged Prime Beef

FILET MIGNON 100z Filet Mignon served
with shrimp and Beamaise Sauce

BAKED STUFFED JUMBO SHRIMP
with our House Stuffing
LAND ‘N’ SEA
Filet Mignon and Baked Stuffed Shrimp

CHICKEN SAN MATEO
Chicken Sauteéd with shrimp, mushrooms in
a cream sauce

Served with rolls/butter, potato,
vegetable soup or salad

—_— Dessert for Lovers

L

STRAWBERRIES

DINNER FOR TWO - $29.95

396 Market Street * Brighton, MA
617-787-0882
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other party politicians is morally com-
parable to LL. Gov. Jane Swift0s use of
state office workers to take care of her
daughter while she works.

Both are taking advantage of their
power as an employer while they fur-
ther their political careers. Both im-
pose on workers” free time — or on
publicly paid work time — for per-
sonal support for the boss, willing or
not. And both justify their conduet by
saying how much fun these chores

are.

Swift bestows the privilege of
watching her. charming child blow
kisses. Menino is just satisfying the
hunger of “political junkies™ to spend
their weekends partying for the party.
Then these employees are rewarded
for their loyalty — not to their respon-
sibilities, but to the boss — with jobs
for which qualifications are irrelevant.

The mayor's machine of city em-
ployees is also hamnessed for city elec-

tions, skewing the electoral process
toward the incumbent and his favored
city councilors, and depriving the citi-
zenry of a fair selection of leadership.

If people want to offer their time for
political campaigns, they can, and do,
call candidates’ offices and volunteer;
onthat basis, it is fun and it is exciting.

Michael Kineavy, mayoral cam-
paign organizer and director of neigh-
borhood services, who organized the
mayor's brigade to New Hampshire

for Al Gore, said that “no one’s arm is
twisted, anyone could say no .. it's not
at anyone's expense.” But other City
Hall sources — which would not be
named — spoke between the lines:
“you know yeu need 1o be part of the
team.” _
Swift finally apologized, in-
dicating that she understands at least
“the perception” of wrongdoing. ‘

OUR BROOKLINE STORE ONLY

TAKE AN EXTRA

0% off
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Reductions taken at the register. Brookline store only. Sale ends Wed., Feb. 15, 2000
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Residents look for tougher building law enforcement

18D, from page 1
slipping through the cracks.”

Joyce, however. said the building boom
hasn’t been just in the last vear. Over the past
decade, the rate of building has been high.

“Tt may look like ISD is overwhelmed, but
the department has developed over time a sys-
tem to work through both the good economic
times and the bad ones,” he said. "Right now,
we are very comfortable with the amount of
work our inspectors do.

“It isn’t the numbers, it is how vou follow
through on the inspections.” said Jovee. for-
merly a special prosecutor for the Boston En-
vironmental Strike Team.

As of June 1999, the ISD had issued 11,550
building permits, as opposed o 10.227 in
1994. The number of building permits peaked
in 1997 with 13.388. The number of permits
including things like gas. electrical and sprin-
kler amounted to 34,060 as of June 1999 That
number showed a slight decrease from 1998,
* ‘How effectivethe ISD is depends on who is
heading the department and how well that
person manages the department. said Sam
Tyler, executive director of the Bosion Mu-
nicipal Research Bureau.

“In the past it has played an important role
in Boston,” he said. “But it really depends on
who is managing the department. it shouldn’t
necessarily be that way, but it is.”

The commissioner has to be an effective
manager of the supervisors who make sure
the inspectors do their job effectively. He said
it also depends on how much support ISD
gets from the mayor.

“[ISD] can be effective if all the pieces
come fogether,” he said.

Tyler cautioned that sometimes the depart-
ment dwells on the larger issues.

“By media reports. it seems they are look-
ing for big issues 1o get big play at the expense
of the day-to-day operations.” he said.

The job is definitely a tough one.

*1 think it needs one of the mayor’s best
managers,” he said. 1 think [the commission-
ers] have a tendency to get bumned out more
quickly than in other departments.”

Tyler said that politics usually creeps in.

“1 think for businesses in Boston there is a
tendency fo reach out to political leaders
rather than work with the department,” he
said. “It is a balancing act. [Former Commis-
sioner John] Eade seemed to play it by the
book. Kevin tends to be more political.”

Things became political two years ago in
the North End when residents complained
that construction at 264 Hanover St. was not
going according to the plans agreed upon.
After several stop-work orders from ISD, the
polhice eventually forced workers to lay down
their nail guns.

The result was that property owner Robert
Triulzi was allowed to keep the addition on
top of his building in exchange for a $30,000
donation to a neighborhood betierment trust
fund.

One idea being floated by Scapicchio is
pulling licenses from builders who ignore
stop-work orders.

“You do it {pull a license] once and you'd
never find them overstepping themselves
again.” he said.

Something needs to be ‘done, Scapicchio
said, because builders seem to ignore stop-
work orders frequently.

“As soon as [inspectors] leave, they start
again.” he said.

ISD officials, however, tell a different story.

According Lo city regulations, contractors

must submit permits and applications before
building. The plans are reviewed by the plan-
ning and zoning section of the ISD. The de-
partment checks the plan to make sure it com-
plies with the fire, city and state codes. If the
plan doesn’t comply, then builders can appeal
to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a variance.

Building inspectors are out daily inspecting
sites.

“If a project is deviating from the plans and
the inspectors notice it, they issue a stop-work
order,” said Julie Fothergill, ISD director of
policy.

If the project is deviating, the builder can
submit amended plans and they will be re-
viewed again. If plans don’t comply, they go
to the ZBA.

“If it is not in accordance with the codes, it
will be stopped.” Fothergill said.

From there, builders can submit a new ap-
plication or amended one or proceed with the
original plans.

Recently, stop-work orders have been is-
sued to Hollywood Video in Dorchester and
several sites in Brighton when they were nol
building to their plans.

In another case, Suffolk University had to
change its permil usage when its theater
began-opening up to other plays. ISD issued a
stop-work order until the university changed
its usage permit or sought an appeal.

If the contractor continues to build after a
stop-work order has been issued, ISD can go
to court and receive an injunction that would
require the builder to stop construction per-
manently.

But once a building is up, it’s hard to bring
it down.

“It’s hard to tear down any building in the
city,” Joyce said.

Since Joyce has been-at ISD, he said, the
department has sought injunctions in only two
or three cases,

Despite  complaints to the contrary,
Fothergill said that rarely happens because
most contractors and builders generally com-
ply with the department.

“Contractor/builders don't want to be at
odds with the department.” she said.

As a general practice, most legitimate con-
tractors don't want to get on the bad side of
ISD.

“They play it straight.” she said. “If we find
out they aren’t playing it straight, they know
we will keep a sharp eye on them and on all of
their other projects.”

Community groups and neighbors also let
the ISD know what 1s going on.

“The police department. the fire department
and the community groups are our eyes and
ears,” Joyce said.

Larry DiCara. a former city councilor and
now an attorney, has been dealing with the
ISD for more than 30 years. Most recently, he
represented a group of Beacon Hill residents
who were fighting a church that was thought
to be running an illegal rooming house.

In December, city officials halted the con-
struction project while they investigated
claims by neighbors that the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Association was violating zoning
laws by operating a bed and breakfast facility.

ISD issued a temporary stop-work order at
8 Mt Vernon Place on Nov. 26 after com-
pldints by the small group of residents. There
is still a stop-work order at the site.

“ISD is very responsive,” DiCara said.
“From the commissioner on down.”

DiCara said the ISD was responsive even
before the group retained his services, He did-

n't think the ISD was more responsive be-
cause a lawyer was involved He didn’t think
politics play into the department.

“] have seen one quiet voice topple large
walls,” he said. “The ISD is very respunswe
once they are aware of the issue.

‘Davis-Mullen agreed that politics don’t
play much of a role in the inspections.

“TI'm not saying politics don’t help move
your complaint a little faster; but | don’t think
[ISD is] any more responsive because of it,”
said Davis-Mullen.

Some residents have voiced concerns that it
depends on who you know.

For instance, some customers who used the
Safari Club, bathhouse in the warehouse dis-
trict on Wareham Street, thought the ISD in-
spection was politically motivated. Saying
that after just one anonymous letter to the at-
tomey general about the business, ISD came
out and made a late-night raid.

Joyce disputes this theory. He said that after
receiving several complaints, ISD obtained a
search warrant. During the raid, Joyce said,
they found condoms, drugs and alcohol.

“We have an obligation to follow up each
complaint,” he said. “And we found many
code violations at the Safari Club.”

The club was served with a permanent in-
junction and can no longer open, Fothergill
said.

Joyce said there have always been rumors
that ISD was too politically motivated to run
efficiently.

“As long as ISD is around, no matter what
city we are in ... there will always be these ru-
mors,” he said. “There are rumors that we are
politically connected or a toothless tiger-
: those have been around as long as the depart-
ment has been here.”

%a T

LN
“_,~

"‘-q‘ o-o
oov
.’ 'm »'0‘-&?-’ S

The Brighton Marine Health mcmmamdmm buildings on Warren Street. Brighton Marine officials are making moves to rezonethelandaés

communlty Facility Subdistrict.

‘Brighton Marine looks to zoning for future

BRIGHTON MARINE, from page 1
The grandfathered uses have himits
though. In a recent example. a zoning
variance was needed when an on-site re-
search facility wanted its human guinea
pigs to spend nights in their offices
hooked up to machines recording their
sleep patterns.
Brighton Marine representatives have
“- been meeting with neighborhood leaders
_ about their plans since last summer, and
began broaching the proposition at public
meetings this month. The proposal was
presented at this month’s Brighton All-
ston Improvement Association meeting.
The biggest hurdle the non-profit orga-
“Rization needs (o overcome is making its
proposition understood, said BAIA Pres-
ident Bob Leverone.
Allston Civic Association President

Aff

By Debra Goldstein

Paul Berkeley said the zoning change

will allow community members to help
define what uses will fit the Brighton
Marine mission to provide community
health care services, and which uses
should be forbidden.

“The zoning that they re under makes
it preity difficult to do anything without
going o a variance,” said Berkeley,

*“T think its oo cumbersome and too
complex to have a campus that big that has
to deal with every individual use.” said
Berkelev. “The change that they want to
go through now would determine what
kind of uses they should be able to do as
right. and what uses there should be some
kind of review before they decide to doit.”

Matthews explained that the new zon-
ing would make the campus more self-
sustaining. With the new zoning, he said

Brighton Marine could more easily mar-
ket its campus for facilities that would
benefit the community — such as an
adult day care center for frail seniors,

Brighton Marine’s income comes from
three sources. First, tenants are charged
$50 a month for each space they occupy
in the campus parking lot. Patients and
visitors are not charged for parking. The
organization also charges an administra-
tive fee for managing a national health
plan for the uniformed services.

The biggest part of Brighton Marine’s
income comes from renting space (o ser-
vice providers.

“Any restrictions on the use of the
property makes it difficult forus in mar-
keting to businesses and organizations
that would be assets for the community,”
said Matthews.

“] think its too cumbersome
and too complex to have a
campus that big that has to
deal with every individual use.
The change that they want to
go through now would
determine what kind of uses
they should be able to do as
right, and what uses there
should be some kind of review
before they decide to do it.”

Paul Berkeley

Councilor: get tough
with schools over
student housing

By Ken Maguire

TAB STAFF WRITER

ollege kids who are willing to pay high rents after

they tire of dorm life are gobbling up too many

apartments that should be leased to low- and
moderate-income families, says City Councilor Peggy
Davis-Mullen.

The city’s colleges and universities, well aware that
they are under pressure to build more student housing,
should nonetheless be held to legislation requiring
themto provide housing to all students, according to an

__Vomdu Davis-Mullen proposed Wednesday.

“There should be something on the books,” Davis-
Mullen said.

The at-large councilor called for a hearing to bring
together school administrators, the mayor’s office and
the Boston Redevelopment Authority to discuss the
possible legislation. It is one of many recent council
proposals aimed at increasing the affordable housing
stock.

“We're attacking it from all angles here,” Councilor .
Stephen Murphy said, adding that universities and col- .
leges are tax exempt and their payments in lieu of taxes ,
“are meager at best.”

Neighborhoods affected include Allston/Brighton,
the Fenway and the Back Bay. Students create more
demand, which leads to higher rents throughout the
neighborhoods, Davis-Mullen’s order stated.

Jack Dunn, director of public affairs for Boston Col-
lege, said what Davis-Mullen is calling for “already ex-
ists” in that schools are required to submit to the BRAa
five-year master plan outlining, among other things,
housing issues.

“It’s not going to happen overnight and it can’t hap-
pen without BRA and city support,” Dunn said. “It’s
going to take years of careful planning to accomplish.”

Boston College, he said, currently houses 75 percent
of its 8,600 undergraduate students on campus. The
school has created 1,300 units over the past decade and
hopes to house 85 percent of its students on campus
within five years.

When Boston University's $85 million new dorm on
Commonwealth Avenue is at capacity, 75 percent of its -
14,500 undergrads will be housed on campus, accord- -
ing to the school. Across town, Northeastern Universi- -
ty will have 50 percent of its 12,400 undergrads on
campus when a $90 million project is completed in
Roxbury. -

Smaller schools, according to Councilor Brian -
Honan, don’t have the luxury of building fancy new
dorms. Many of them simply can’t find available land. °

“Schools are not similarly situated,” the Allston-
Brighton councilor said. “Some colleges and universi- -
ties have absolutely no space, like Berklee. Emerson
has a real hard time finding on-campus housing. I don’t
think you can force them to build. They would proba-
ble go out of business if you had to do that.” :

Dunn said it’s not just city councilors and neighbor- -
hood groups that want students on campus — Ihe .
schools do, too.

“We, too, would like to bring them out of the ne:gh
borhoods,” he said. “They rent housing stock that's un-
rentable. They're victimized by absentee landlords.”

ordable housing petitioners to hit the streets this weekend over budgets

#

TAB STAFFWRITER

rmed with clipboards, paper and
pens, scores of men and women
are expected to be pounding the
pavement this weekend, asking their nieigh-
bors to support a proposal to double lecal,
state and federal budgets to create afford-

able housing.
Shoppers may see the petition-toting folks
at Star Market or Brighton Mills. Travelers

e b

may meet them riding onthe T.

The Greater Boston Interfaith Organiza-
tion petition drive is part of a campaign to
collect 100.000 signatures in the greater
Boston area by the end of March, said All-
ston-Brighton Community - Development
Corp. spokesperson Lee Farris,

GBIO — an interfaith, mylti-racial orga-
nization formed in 1998 — is a compilation
of 85 religious congregations, community
organizations, community development

corporations, unions, and social service or-
ganizations.

The ABCDC, a member of the interfaith
organization, is hosting the petition drive lo-
cally, and is committed to gathering 4,000
signatures.

Citizens are expected to take 1o the streets
in Aliston-Brighton with petitions advocat-
ing for affordable housing on Saturday, Feb.
12, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

GBIO’s wants to double local, state and

federal budgets to create affordable housing.

The organization is also calling for corpo-
rations and universities to contribute to a
Housing Trust Fund for construction of new
housing. Communities and the state are
being asked to designate publicly owned
land — such as state hospital grounds and
vacant lots — for housing.

Universities are also being asked to build
more on-campus housing for students, and
to make off-campus land that they own

available for affordable housing.

GBIO is also fighting to keep federally-
subsidized housing for low-income lenants
from climbing to market rate rents. .

Anybody interested in joining the petition
drive is invited to attend a training sessioh
on Saturday from 10 to Il am. at the
ABCDC office, 15 North Beacon St., Union
Square, Allston.

For more information,
Stephanie at 787-3874.

call Lee or



