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Discovering real people in Florida’s land of illusion

ast winter, on a visit to Orlando,

I I traveled by van to a profes-

ional meeting at Disneyworld.

On the way I admired the brilliant

night sky that featured a full, white
moon surrounded by bright stars.

GROWING
OLDER

RICHARD GRIFFIN

All of a sudden, however, I was
struck by doubt forcing me io tum l0-
ward a colleague with a pressing
question — “Is it real?”

This question frequently arises for
me in Florida. [ feel wary about the
tricks of the Disney people and their
collaborators. They know how to put
moons and stars up into the sky and
make them ook like the real thing.

On my latest foray into Florida last
week, 1 experienced the same blur-
ring between reality and iflusion.

This time the site was a town

called Lady Lake, some 60 miles
northwest of Orlando. The place fea-
tores a giant retirement community
now numbering about 1,900 people,
considerably larger than the sur-
rounding towns. It is called “The Vil-
lages™ and encompasses half a dozen
or so enclaves in the form of gated
communities.

The Villages' Town Square con-
sists of stores, restaurants, theaters,
and other establishments, all made to
look much older than they actually
are. These buildings wear signs iden-
tifying the dates when they were sup-
posedly built. The dates, however,
turn out not to be real but rather to be
invented so as to make everything
seem of another era.

The most prominent building is a
church, not built by any religious
group, but rather by the developers of
the Villages. It looms up fall and
serves as the focal point of the sur-
rounding area.

In passing, the visitor notices
“ruins” — low walls that purport to

date from the time of the Spanish set-
tlements. These, too, it turns out, can-
not be taken seriously except as arti-
facts playing their part in the
ensemble.

Village residents also make use of
paper bills that look like the real thing
except that they carry pictures of Mr.
Schwartz, the patriarch who founded
the Villages, on-the 20 and his son on
the 10. Everybody calls this “funny
money” but it can be used as cash for
purchases.

The powerful Schwartz family that
developed the Villages plans to ex-
tend them across what are now
neighboring fields. They will build
many more houses and villas for the
crowd of future retired people ex-
pected to pour into central Florida.

As must show in these words, I
have trouble with the concept behind
all of this illusion. Out of sympathy
with the developers, I like to take my
reality straight, without the sleight of
hand that so much of Florida fea-
tures. Please allow me to live with

things as they are, rather than in a re-
ality that has been engineered out of
shape.

What 1 did find real, however, are
the people who live in this retirement
haven — at least those who come to
St. Timothy’s Church where I had the
pleasure to giving talks on aging and
spirituality.

The men and women
who take part in the
life of that church
turned out to be vital
and stimulating.

The men and women who take
part in the life of that church tumed
out to be vital and stimulating. My
discussions with them renewed my
hope for the future of our country,
where aging will help shape the com-
ing decades.

St. Timothy’s parish has enrolled
an astonishing 600 people as volun-
teers in some 50 ministries. They
visit the sick, feed the hungry, bring
holy communion to shut-ins, and
work on social issues. As the woman
who serves as a professional coordi-
nator of the volunteers told me, “Peo-
ple here are very giving, they’ll do
anything for anyone.”

Sitting down for an hour and a half
with six of these people, I discovered a
lively sense of their group resources.

As Milton, a retired marketing
manager, says: “The one thing [ love
is there is someone here who has
been there and done that, anything
you want to talk about from jet en-
gines to the stock market to putting in
telephone wires.- The amount of
knowledge is staggering.”

So, I would add, is a spiritual re-
source — the will to serve.

These volunteers identify strongly
with their role as church ministers.
They think of themselves as on the
edge of a new church, one in which

the ordained priest feels happy to ac-
knowledge the lay priesthood of
members. These people are unani-
mous in crediting their pastor for rec-
ognizing their role as not simply sup-
plementary, butas at the heart of what
it means to be a church member.

And the volunteers feel rewarded
in this ministry.

“There is always someone to pat
you on the back and say you did a
good joh,” enthuses one woman
among them.

Another says, “How much more |
gain from this experience than 1 ever
give!”

So in a land where illusion plays a
large role, it is gratifying to find so
many people for whom the reality of
service to their fellow human beings
looms so large.

Richard Griffin of Cambridge is a
regularly featured columnist in Com-
munity Newspaper Company publi-
cations. He can reached by e-mail at
rbgriffi80@aol.com or by calling
(781)433-8328.
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f, recently, you've reflected on
Iz';i)ur entire life (personally, I find
e most expedient way to do this
is to put myself in a near-death situa-
tion), and you've realized vou still
haven't written a novel. 1 am not
about to help you.

TAB
COLUMNIST

It’s simply a waste of energy (0 en-
courage people to do anything they
have not yet mustered the will to ac-
complish or appreciated the impor-
tance of doing. This is why I do not
encourage oral hygiene in my chil-
dren or remind my wife of her duty to
flatter me in public: they must come
to see the necessity of these things on
their own.

a novel helps you

If you haven't written your novel,
or have not recently considered
doing so, allow me to remind you of
the immense benefits and rewards of
novel writing.

I find among most people that
novel writing is underestimated as a
way to inflate one’s sense of self
worth and contribute to one’s store-
house of personal vanity.

Instead of writing novels, people
would sooner squander their savings
on a vacation in the tropics or on a
sporty new car, all in order to feel
good about themselves. As we all
know, the warm afterglow of con-
spicuous consumerism is fleeting at
best and even diminishes over time:
the more stuff you acquire, the less
thrill you get from its acquisition.

Naot so, with novels: indeed, I per-
sonally know several people who
have written more than four novels,
and with every book they write, the

more wonderful they're convinced
they are. They write a novel, they feel
good; they write two novels, they
feel better; they write more novels,
they feel like geniuses.

Dismal sales, tepid reviews or,
more commonly, near-universal in-
difference to the novel in no way
slows the euphoric onrush of self-sat-
isfaction one receives from publish-
ing a novel, especially if the book is a
literary novel.

That relatively so few people read
and enjoy difficult literary novels can
only mean these novels demand the
most selective, discriminating and re-
fined tastes and appeal to only the
best minds.

People who write literary novels
are, indeed, happy to see their books
sell poorly, for if their novels became
popular and were read by millions of
people, they would be up there in the
bestseller list where only the worst

feel better about yourself

examples of literature abide, with
such ilk as Stephen King and
Danielle Steel. And then where
would they be?

Once you have worked yourself
into the heady pace of turning out a
literary novel every five years, you
will find easy acceptance of yourself
as a book reviewer, culture critic,
newspaper columnist and contributor
of feature-length articles to men's
fashion magazines.

One needn't rue all that time,
money and effort wasted on self-help
books and psychoanalysis; little did
you know that christening yourself
an artist with a meager one or two
novels would more easily deliver you
up to the platform of self-congratula-
tion and that in no time you would be
echoing the words of Benjamin Dis-
racli: “If wanl to read a good book,
I'll write one.”

Wnnng novels gives you entree

into the distinguished world of let-
ters, where the sharpest minds in our
culture exchange bon mots and witti-
cisms: consider Tom Wolfe, who,
after his second novel, “A Man in
Full,” felt confident enough to call
John Irving, Norman Mailer and
John Updike “the Three Stooges™ of
American literature.

Now admit it; don’t you wish you
had the depth of self-esteem fto say
something like that?

The annals of literary history are
replete with examples of men and
women who, with a few novels, felt
sufficiently entitled to abuse alcohol
and drugs, become routinely boorish
and rude and summarily ruin the
lives of people around them. Grant-
ed, one could do all those things
without writing novels, but then one
wouldn't have the excuse of being a
novelist. -

Jt should go without saying that one

of the greatest benefits of being anov-
elist is looking down on or disassoci-
ating yourself from people who have
not written, or finished, their novel.
Some writers are driven to get their
novels published solely by the moti-
vation of no longer having to hang
around with aspiring writers, who can
be an embarrassingly insecure and
annoying bunch, let’s face it.

Perhaps your excuse for not writing
or finishing your novel is one of the
loyal standbys: no time and no writ-
ing space. Pish-posh! You cannot ob-
tain adequate writing time and space
without first insisting on it, using the
reasoning that you are, after all, a
novelist! The demands of raising chil-
dren, obliging friends and voting in
elections will just have to wait.

It may feel difficult to claim that
time and space at first, but trust me: it
gets easier with every n0ve1 you
write.

Suffenng through a family visit on the South’s ‘gray’ coast

snow is falling. the north

wind is brisk and my retired

parents have suggested that [
come visit them in Flonda.

Those retirees all love it down

there, or at least they think they do.

GUEST COMMENTARY

RICH COLEMAN
My parents must be paid spokesper-

sons for Florida tourism, as they con-
stantly rave about the good life —
great weather, popular entertainment
at the condo clubhouse, inexpensive
restaurants.

[ tend to think in terms of unbear-
ably hot, sticky summers. Gabe Ka-
plan entertaining the senior circuit in
Boca Raton, and 4:30 p.m. early bird
dinners with handicapped-stickered
Buicks filling up the restaurant park-
ing lots.

My parents followed the migration
patterns ‘of most retired Northeast-
emers, ‘and ended up in Florida's
eastern “gray” coast. They purchased
a condo in one of the thousands of
complexes which are now so numer-
ous that the manufacturing of those
mechanical gates at the entrances is
the state’s number-one industry.

These condos all look the same.
Man-made lakes, shuffle board courts,
speed bumps and massive club houses
are the norm. Uniformed senior citi-
zens patrol the complexes, protecting
residents from the ominous threat of
children under 10 in the pool-side
Jacuzzis, and toddlers in the pools.

Now, I have a tremendous respect
for my parents, but lighten up. The last
time I visited my parents, I was yelled
at for the following infractions:

e Drove through condo entrance
without stating my business to octo-
genarian guard.

¢ Allowing my 4-year-old to dip
her pinky toe into pool-side Jacuzzi.

* Buying my parents a piece of fur-
niture that was not white.

e Buying my Dad shoes that
weren't white.

We go to
i
“’maﬂu"ff:;"?u‘m.‘”z.“&w oo
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Lawrencs 5 S. Union St (9781 632-5560

# Screaming for the Grateful Dead,
when hot comedian Shecky Greene
was gracing the clubhouse stage.

Parents can never do enough for
you when you visit Florida. “Why
rent a car? You can use ours.” Of
course if my wife needs to make a
run o the dmg store, they give her

“You don’t need to go to the store,
we are all going tomorrow,” they in-
sist.

“Er, but, Mom. you see ‘she really
needs to go now,” I tactfully hint.

“For what? Why? What's the
emergency” You're always in such a
rush. We can alJ be {ogether at the
store tomorrow.”

Sooner or later, you hit lhe break-

ing poini.

It’s amazing how food-oriented the

retired parents are. A tremendous
amount of restaurants have cropped

apply ondine:
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" apply by phone:  1-B00-eastwest

forming loans, no income verdicatic

up around the condo complexes.
There must be a restaurants o senior
ration of 3:1. And every one of them
offers the infamous Early Bird spe-
cials. Of course, since most retirees
are up at 5 a.m. in the moming eating
bagels and decaf, they are ready to
chow down by 4:30 p.m.

I agree that the Early Bird specials
are great bargains, but the slimmed-
down menu options often leave
something to be desired. Even the
finest restaurants offering the broad-
est of culinary delights always seem
to limit the Early Bird options to the
following:

e Sautéed  chicken
onions;

e Roast quarter chicken (all dark.
white meat an extra $1);

¢ Spaghetti with marinara sauce
(meatballs $1 extra).

What's amazing is that suddenly

liver and
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my parents, and the entire senior
population of Florida, have become
huge chicken liver and onion fans.
Back when my parents were my age,
they wouldn't go near it, but sudden-
ly they swear by it. They rush around
all day so they can get in the car and
be sure to beat 5:30 p.m. so that they
can stand in line to pay $5.99 to graze
on liver and onions.

“And whatever you do, for heav-
en’s sake, do not order the soft
drinks,” they say. “You see, that’s
where they get you.”

Let’s revisit the pool situation at
the condos. There is always the
“main pool” where it all happens,
and smaller, auxiliary pools scattered
throughout the complex.

The main pool is where the popu-
lar set goes every single day. It never
gets old; it’s exciting, it’s happening,
it’s the place to brag. They brag about
their successful children, they brag
about their beautiful grandchildren,

SHOCKS
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they brag about their Buicks, they
even brag about their ailments.

Now, I am not a skeptic by nature,
but out of the 1,500 residents of
Sunny Acres, I find it hard to believe
all their sons are doctors, and all the
daughters married doctors. I'm sure
some of the residents have sons who
are doing time at the federal peniten-
tiary, or daughters who are married to
convicts.

I'm also fairly certain that some of
the grandchildren are ugly as Idaho
spuds, or are not toilet trained at age
12. But for some reason, these previ-
ously dysfunctional families have be-
come absolutely perfect.

The rules around the pool are ex-
tremely stringent. The only flotation
device allowed is “the noodle.” You
know, those pink, Styrofoam, flexi-
ble wonders of nature that would
have saved Shelly Winters in the

“Poseidon Adventure.” Everything

else is banned, but no one really

SIZE

knows why.

No jumping or diving is allowed,
and you can be sure 50 sets of eyes
are on the innocent, 10-year-old
grandson poised to take a quick leap,
ready to scold him into tears.

I’s always nice to spend quality
time with my parents, but after a
week, the ice and sleet of the North-
east is calling me to return. So, I pack
up my bag of oranges, my bag of
grapefruits, unused tennis rackets,
unused golf clubs, unspent cash
(since we never left the condo, we
never spent money), and gratefully
retreat back to the packed airport.

Somehow, the hectic, stress-filled
life in the cold Northeast looks better
and better.

Mansfield resident Rich Coleman
works in sales. He and his wife have
two children.
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By Ken Maguire
TAB STAFF WRITER
- ayor Thomas M. Menino’s
campaign committee raised
on average $1,230 per day
last year, thanks in no small
part to city employees, who com-
prised nearly one quarter of all the
mayor’s contributors.

The mayor’s year-end report, filed
in late January, showed that he
raised $449,044 in 1999, City em-
ployees comprised the largest block
of contributors. who were required
to disclose their employment in
Menino's campaign finance report.

Contributors required (o identity
their employment included city
workers, real estate developers, busi-
ness executives, lawyers, lobbyists,
consultants, unions and politicians,
among others. Of the 2,528 contri-
butions, 24 percent were from city
employees, who accounted for
$48.000, or 11 percent, of Menino's
fundraising total.

“It’s very difficult for an employee
to refuse their boss,” said George
Pillsbury, director of Massachusetts
Money and Politics Project. “Any-
time your boss asks you for some-
thing, whether it’s money or any-
thing else. there’s a concern.”

While legal — the mayor doesn’t
collect cash in City Hall and doesn’t
have young children in need of
babysitting services courtesy of his
staff —it’s just a matter of time, ac-
tivists say, before campaign finance
reform reaches the city level.

Nationally, it’s the comerstone of
at least two presidential campaigns,
those of Sen. John McCain and for-
mer Sen. Bill Bradley, Two vears
ago, Massachusetts was one of four
states to pass the Clean Elections
Act, a voluntary program offering

public funds to candidates. It takes
effect in 2002.

“We'd love to see Boston look at
campaign finance reform at the mu-
nicipal level,” Pillsbury said. “The
money chase inevitably leads to peo-
ple either with an interest in the out-
come of government or people who
work for you.”

In addition, reformists point out
that the U.S. Supreme Court recently
upheld a Missouri law that limits
campaign contributions, noting that
even the appearance of corruption is
enough to create public distrust.

“The money chase
inevitably leads to
people either with an
interest in the outcome
of government or people
who work for you.”

George Pillsbury,
Massachusetts Money and
Politics Project
o R P S S R

“The overall system of private fi-
nancing of public campaigns under-
mines our democracy at all levels,
including the city level,” said John
Bonifaz, executive director of the
National Voting Rights Institute.

“It ultimately compromises the in-
tegrity of the electoral process,” said
Bonifaz, whose Boston-based group
does public education and litigates
cases across the country. “People ex-
pect something in return when they
give that Kind of money. The ideal
system is a system of full public
funding of elections.”

Employees are free to contribute

Menino’s money

to whoever they want, Menino said.
It's nothing new. he added. Former
mayors Kevin White and Ray Flyon
received contributions from city
workers, [oo.

“That’s part of the process.”
Menino said. “Tdon’t tell city em-
ployees they have to give.  have
neighborhood [fundraisers] that they
goto.”

The mayor relies more on city
workers” contributions now than in
the past. Back in 1993, when Meni-
no was acting mavor, city employ-
ees accounted for only 4 percent of
his contributors. according fo reports
at the time.

Although unspoken, the request
for contributions can still create
pressure, Pillsbury said.

“That shouldn't be a job require-
ment. They shouldn’t be expected to
give money,” he said. ““The public
views that as fundamentally
wrong.”

Menino is not alone, however.
Gov. Paul Cellucci relies heavily on
contributions from state employees.
Pillsbury said.

“That's one of his top two sources
of funds. What we've noticed in re-
cent years is that more money is
coming from state and city employ-
ees.” he said. “Afier some reforms
designed to discourage that practice
in the "80s and early "90s, that’s on
the rise again. It corresponds with a
rise in campaign spending in gener-
al.”

The fixation on fundraising, Pills-
bury said. is a “rising phenomenon
at all levels.”

“Unfortunately. it’s understand-
able under the current circum-
stances. It’s really the perceived
need for a lot of money by incum-
bents,” he said. “A lot of incum-

RLE PHOTC

Police officers were among the city employees who donated to Mayor Thomas Menino's campaign.

bents, [U.S. Rep.] Marty Meehan,
for example, live in fear of some
millionaire coming in to challenge
them.”

The need to raise funds forces
candidates to accept money from
many sources, Business executives
and restaurant and club owners ac-
counted for 19 percent of Menino’s
contributors last year. Real estate
developers. construction company
owners, engineers and architects
made up 14 percent of the contribu-
tors, followed by lawyers, lobbyists,
consultants, unions and PACs, all
comprising 11 percent of the total
number of contributors.

In all, 70 percent of the mayor’s
contributors identified themselves
with one of the above job cate-
gories, including city employees.
The rest were individual, unaffiliat-
ed contributors,

Los Angeles and New York City
have forms of public campaign
funding. They offer matching funds
to candidates willing to participate.
Activists say their systems are more
democratic and produce more can-
didates.

Menino said he would not be op-
posed to such reforms, but he is
skeptical.

“That perpetuates incumbents,”
he said. “If they had public funding,
I"d have no problem with that. I'd
have to take a look at it.”

Police, fire and school employees,
among others, are members of
unions that negotiate contracts with
the city. Menino's contribution list
includes many police officers and
firefighters, in particular. The
mayor, however, sees no conflictin
accepting contributions from union
members.

“I don't sit in the room and nego-
tiate with them,” Menino said, al-
though he has final authority.

The city’s labor relations office
handles contract talks, the mayor
said.

“T tell them the parameters. We
have a certain amount of money to
spend on contracts, and that's it,” he
said.

Most employees are reluctant to
talk about donating to the mayor. He
is, after all, their boss. City workers
interviewed for this story said they

never feel pressure to make a contri-
bution. They receive a mailing at
home and either contribute or throw
it out.

*No one’s twisting your arm,”
said one public safety employee. “1
never got a phone call from anyone.
I contribute to a lot of public elected
officials. I think the mayor’s doing a
good job.”

Asked if anyone has ever dis-
cussed a Menino fundraiser while
on the job, he replied “absolutely
not.”

Another employee agreed, saying
it’s never crossed the line into the
workplace.

“That’s illegal. I wouldn't want to
hear about it at work,” the worker
said. “T"ve never seen or heard
about it at work.”

Jack McKenna, union representa-
tive for firefighters Local 718, said
the union is hands off when it
comes to political contributions.

“We don’t endorse candidates.
We don’t get involved in fundrais-
ing,” McKenna said. “I know guys
give money to various candidates.
That's their own business.”

PHOTE 57 3W WALRER

Right-to-life protesters and pro-choice clinic escorts share the sidewalk outside the Pianned Parenthood office on
Commonwealth Avenue in Brighton last weekend. The groups were split in their reactions to a state SJC ruling that
upheld a proposed abortion clinic buffer zone.

Abortion clinic buffer zones
ruled constitutional by SJC

BUFFER from page 1
speak the same language or agree
on-the most basic facts.

Cotter speaks of “abortion retail-
ers” versus people like those in his
organization, who he calls “pro-
life.” Standing across the sidewalk
from him in front of the clinic, a
couple of dozen feet away but
worlds apart ideologically. were
three people wearing large, blue,
plastic vests proclaiming them
“Clinic Escorts.” They referred to
themselves as “pro-choice” and
spoke of “reproductive health” is-
sues.

Cotter says members of his group
are never violent and never touch
patients who walk up to the front
doors of the clinics. He said he has
never seen any pro-life demonstra-
tors touch or push the clinic escorts
or the patients.

But the clinic escorts say they
have been pushed and punched and
cursed and spit at by demonstrators,
and they have seen patients grabbed
and physically blocked by protes-
tors. They pointed out a woman in a
“Boston police” cap and said she
tries to steer people away from the
clinic by claiming they cannot park
in the lot behind the building.

“You get to know the different
people,” said clinic escort Jonathon

McDowell. “You give each other
tips like, ‘That one’s okay, that one
pinches, that one shoves.™
McDowell said he volunteered as
an escort because “I was just really
offended when I saw how ihe
women were being treated when
they sought services here. No one

“We were thrilled by
the SIC opiniop.”

Pam Nourse,
Planned Parenthood

making this kind of difficult deci-
sion should have to run a gauntlet of
people screaming at them and ha-
rassing them.”

Escort Julie Glauber said she vol-
unteered her services after the Salvi
shootings.

“1 felt that I could no longer just

sit back and say that T was pro-

choice without doing anything,”
Glauber said.

According to the clinic escorts.
protestors regularly follow clients
right up to the clinic doors, shout-
ing at them, telling African-Ameri-
cans “those white people are going
to kill your black baby.” citing

madc-up statistics about the dan-
gers of abortion, and yelling to
young women, “Mom. don’t kill
your baby!”

State Rep. Paul Demakis (D-
Back Bay), who helped author the
legislation. said. “What it does is to
allow women o access healthcare
without the kind of in-your-face ha-
rassment thal they face right now.”

If the measure {Senate Bill 148)
passes into law, first time violators
would face a fine of up to $1.000 or
six months in jail. Repeat offenders
would face a fine of up to $5,000
and two-and-a-half years in jail

Cotter said that if the bill passes.
Operation Rescue would still be out
there in front of the clinics protest-
ing, and would try to challenge the
law. There was some talk of dis-
obeying the law, but most likely his
group would stay outside the buffer
zone and try to tlk to clients from
there, he said.

State Rep. Ronny Sydney (D-
Brookline), who spent a lot of time
in front of the climics talking to pro-
testors and clinic employees and
volunteers, said she believes ‘the
buffer zone issue does not impose
on the right to free speech.

“It’s a public safety issue. and I'm
glad the Supreme Judicial’ Court
saw it that way,” Sydney said.

BRA critiques BC master plan

BC, from page 1
plan.”

He said university officials plan to
discuss the BRA recommendations
with the Allston-Brighton Communi-
ty Task Force within the next two
weeks.

The public response to BC’s master
plan proposal has not been positive.
Over 100 residents and local officials
attended a Nov. 30 public hearing, uni-
formly criticizing BC’s plans. In addi-
tion, the BRA was inundated with let-
ters conceming BC's proposal.

Public criticism focused primarily
on BC's plan to add only 450 on-cam-
pus beds for students during the next
five years. BC estimates 1.600 of its
undergraduate students live off-cam-
pus in the Allston-Brighton neighbor-
hoods. Members of the Boston Col-
lege Community Task Force estimate
the number at 2.225.

Increasing on-campus housing fa-
cilities, and decreasing the number of
students living in private housing, is
considered a priority by they city. ac-
cording to the BRA.

“The Boston College Institutional
Master Plan must examine and ad-
dress the impact of Boston College
students on the housing market and
residential environment in Allston-
Brighton,” according to the Jan. 28 re-
port.

“The burden falls on the college to
present a clear analysis of the impact
its students have on Allston-Brighton
and to propose mitigalion measures in
its Institutional Master Plan that are
effective and reasonable,” the report
adds.

The BRA acknowledged, however,
that the BC campus may not be able
to accommodate the needed dormito-
ry expansion and accompanying sup-
port facilities.

Rather than mandating how BC
should accomplish the expansion, the
report suggested that BC outline how
the community and city will be in-
cluded in exploring the options.

“Commitment to such an undertak-
ing during the five year term of the
master plan may be essential 10 gain-
ing support for the non-Housing pro-
jects proposed,” the report stated.

BRA research shows that 23 per-
cent of all students attending college
in Boston live in Allston-Brighton. As
a resuli. students living off campus
impact Allston-Brighton more than
any neighborhood in Boston, other
than the Fenway/Kenmore area.

According to the report, 15,718 stu-
dents live in the neighborhood’s pri-
vale housing — comprising 27 per-
cent of the residential population. In
contrast. only 3,501 students live in
dormitories in Aliston-Brighton. The
report called upon BC to specily its
plans to guantitatively and qualita-

twely miﬁgme the impact of students
living in private housing, assessing
how they oversee those studems.

Also, the report specified, “the col-
lege should take special care in pro-
jecting the size of its student popula-
tion for the next five or 10 years and
should have effective controls in
place to ensure that growth doesn’t
exceed projections.”

BC  Associate Vice President of
State and Community Relations Paul
White has acknowledged that the un-
dergraduate population grew beyond
the school’s 8,900 stdent limit in
1999 when an unexpectedly high
number accepted offers to enroll,

The agency called upon BC to reaf-
firm its plans to build a new student
center on its Newion Campus, in-
clude specifics of plans to increase
dorm beds on its Newton Campus,
and consider opportunities to enhance
the future uses of the Chestnut Hill
Reservoir and Waterworks Complex
in its master plan.

In addition, BC has been asked to
develop a carefully scaled map that
documents its position in relation to
surrounding areas.

Finally, the BRA called upon BC to
work closely with the community on
the pending reconstruction of Com-
monwealth Avenue, and to pinpoint a
completion schedule for the bus depot
planned for the lower campus and an
additional pedestrian stairway be-

The BRA also suggested that BC
“could initiate a program, pethaps
similar to that instifuted by Harvard
College. to improve affordable hous-
ing opportunities - for  Allston-
Brighton residents.”

Susan Elsbree of the BRA said this
does not refer to any specific propos-
als, but was an option given to BC as
a way to talk about giving back to the
community.

Hobart Park Neighborhood Associ-
ation President Kevin Carragee said
he was particularly encouraged by the
BRA's repeated emphasis on the need
for more on-campus housing. He also
praised the call for BC to make a
meaningful analysis of how its off-
campus students have impacted the
neighborhood.

“It would need to discuss the role
they play in escalating rents, and in
significant increases in the cost of
homes, and in the number of owner-
occupied units, and in the number of
units owned by investors,” said Car-
ragee. “My only hope is that the city is
going to use the same kind of lan-
guage in every other institutional
master plan for every other college.”

He added, *T think it really chal-
lenges Boston College to make a sub-
stantial modification to its master
plan. The question now 1s, can they
meet it?”

By Ken Maguire
TAB STAFF WRITER
Anyone who longs for the days
when neighbors actually knew
each other and helped out during
the hard times might want to visit
The Kells pub and meet owners
John McClure and Gerry Quinn.

Among the many ways they re-
spond to community needs, Mc-
Clure and Quinn regularly open
their doors on holidays and feed
the homeless free of charge.

Their compassion was lauded
last week when the Ward 22 De-
mocratic Committee presented the
Irishmen with a community ser-
vice award during the political
group’s annual meeting at the
Brighton Avenue pub.

“These two gentlemen do an ex-
traordinary job with their kind-
ness, state Rep. Brian Golden said
during the award presentation.
“They are just constantly giving.
They keep giving back to others.”

Kells owners honored for
their community service

Quinn, who said he was “over-
whelmed,” accepted the award on
behalf of both men and noted that
Allston-Brighton has been good to
them, as well.

“There’s a lot of other people |
who do great stuff in the neighbor- |
hood,” Quinn said. “The people
have been here for us.”

And what would a speech from
an Irishman be without a hlt of
humor.

“I've never got so much praise
in all my life and I'm loving every
minute of it,” Quinn quipped.

Bart McCauley, vice chairman
of the ward committee, and chair-
person Mary McCusker, said they |
were lalking one day recently and ‘
decided that the Kindness of the
pub owners should be recognized.

So they went out and bought a
plaque.

“They're really great guys.
They’ve done a lot for the commu-
nity,” McCauley said.
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Allston-Brighton basketball round-up

Red-hot neighborhood
hoop leagues melt
winter s deep freeze

By Chad Konecky
TAS CORRESPONDENT

The Allston-Brighton Athletics
Committee eighth-grade travel team
continued its North Shore League
boys’ basketball dominance with a
57-52 win on the road at Newton
Tuesday night, Feb. 1.

The visiting Lions pulled within
two wins of last year’s season lotal,
improving to 21-5.

“We played a little lackadaisical
in the first half,” said coach Joe
Walsh. “But we picked it up after the
break.”

The Lions led 28-20 at intermis-
sion, but appeared vulnerable to
Newton’s pesky transition game.
What’s more, the Allston-Brighton
roster was at a paper-thin seven for
the game as a result of a flu bug and
some players’ school obligations.

Nonetheless, guard Jacqueson

Flag football
registration begins

A new flag football program for
boys and girls ages 9-14 is now hold-
ing registration,

The 'program, sponsored by Har-
vard University, the Police Activities
League and the National Football

Envisioning a
healthy community

The Aliston-Brighton Healthy
Boston Coalition’s meeting Mon-
day, Feb. 7, is devoted to “Envision-
ing a Healthy Community: The
Next Steps.”

Activity will focus on creating a
vision of how an ideal Allston-
Brighton would look, and how to
face the challenges of achieving that
vision.

The meeting will be held 5:30-
7:30 p.m. at the Jackson-Mann
Community Center, 500 Cambridge
St., Allston. A light dinner will be
provided.

‘For more information, call 782-
3886.

Free help with taxes

Free income tax preparation will
be available to low-income taxpay-
ers on Mondays beginning Feb. 14
through April 10 from 6:30-8:30
p-m. at the Jackson-Mann Commu-
nity Center.

The service is provided by Com-
munity Tax Aid of Boston, Inc.

For more information, call 635-
S153.

Free assistance is also available
on Mondays, noon-3 p.m., at the

Guerrier made sure his squad fin-
ished the game with another digit in
the win column, scoring a game-
high 23 points, on 10-0f-14 shoot-
ing, and collecting five steals. For-
ward Philip Cathcart added a
double-double with 14 points and
12 rebounds, while swing man Jah-
mal Swanson finished with 10
points and seven boards.

The Lions were scheduled to host
Newton on Saturday, Feb. 5, at 4
p.m. at the West End House.

Chez Bella League

The second week of Chez Bella
League girls’ in-house action at the
West End House failed to produce a
clear front-runner for the league’s
inaugural title. Two teams with a
chance to go 2-0 were unable to
come away with wins last Saturday,
Jan. 29.

The Cardinals dropped to 1-1 on
the season after falling. 24-19, to the
Blue Devils, who are 1-0-1. Blue
Devils” guard Latraya Wait led the
way with 10 points for the winners,

League, will hold games on Saturday
afternoons in the Harvard Coliseum.
Harvard football players will coach
the teams, which will be outfitted
with jerseys, flags and footballs pro-
vided by the NFL.

Registration forms will be taken at
the District 4 police station at 301
Washington St., Brighton.

while forward Kathleen Skelton
added eight. Center Stephanie Wong
scored 18 of her team’s 19 points in
a losing cause.

In other action, the Huskies (1-0-
1) couldn’t get past the Volunteers
(0-1-1) as the teams played to a 16-
16 deadlock. Volunteers’ forward
Judy Norton scored eight points as
did Huskies” forward Anim Aweh.

In last week’s final game, the
Green Wave (1-0-1) eamned its first
win of the season with 16-8 triumph
over the Golden Eagles (0-2). For-
ward Devin Jeter scored six points
for the winners. Forward Gina
Quimby scored four in a losing
cause, while guard Gina Meek sub-
mitted an outstanding defensive ef-
fort and distributed the ball effec-
tively.

West End House traveling teams

The club’s Model Hardware 12-
and-under squad was a rude guest at
Lynn on Tuesday night, Feb. 1,
blowing out their hosts, 64-24. The
team improved to 4-0 with the win,

For more information, call Officer
Rogers at 343-4376.

AIDS ride seeks

volunteers

The Boston-New York AIDS Ride
6 needs volunteers for mass mailings,
courtesy calls, event set-up, ride

COMMUNITY NOTES

Veronica Smith Senior Center for
anyone 60 or older in the low fo
middle income bracket. Only un-
complicated tax returns will be com-
pleted. To make an appointment,
call 635-6120.

Banks face off

If you've ever wished there was a
simple way to talk to bank officers,
face to face under one roof, then
Brighton Main Streets has the an-
swer for you.

On Wednesday, Feb. 16, Main
Streets will host a Business Round-
table from 8:30-11 a.m. at the All-
ston-Brighton YMCA 470 Wash-
ington St.

Small business lendmg profes-
sionals from BankBoston, Cifizens
Bank, Fleet Bank and People’s Fed-
eral Savings will be on hand. Each
will give a short presentation and
answer questions.

The bankers will be available to
answer questions directly from
9:30-11 am.

For more information, call
Brighton Main Streets at 779-9200.

Dance to benefit Long

Dance the night away at St. An-
thony’s School Hall, 57 Holton St.

Allston, on Saturday, Feb. 12, 8
pm-lam

The dance is a benefit to support
long-time resident Kevin Long, who
recently lost his leg after an extend-
ed fight with injury and the disease
Osteomyelitis.

A $20 donation will be requested,
and raffle prizes will be drawn.

BC lecture planned
“Boston College in the 1960s.” a

lecture concerning the impact of the —

"60s on the school and surrounding
communities, will be held Tuesday,
Feb.8at 7 p.m.

Admission is free to the lecture,
which will be held on campus in
Fulton Hall Room 511, 140 Com-
monwealth Ave. The room is wheel-

during which the bench played the
entire second half.

“I'm very pleased with the way
this team has started,” said coach
Kenny Bean. “They've worked very
hard in practice.”

Forward Wilter Dormevil logged
a double-double with 10 points and
15 rebounds for the winners. Guard
Brandon Laboy added 10 points and
eight assists. Coach Bean also sin-
gled out the play of guards Mait
Gilman and Ellis Stone, who played
harassing defense and kept their
squad’s turnovers 1o a minimum.

The 12-and-under teamn is sched-
uled to host Roxbury tonight (Feb.
3,7pm.)

The club’s 18-and-under Irish
Village squad (4-0) will play at
Nashua today, Feb. 4. in the second
round of the Fox Sports New Eng-
land Boys & Girls Club Tourna-
ment, then visits Dorchester on Sat-
urday, Feb. 5

The club’s Blackstone/Titan 15-
and-under squad (1-2) visits Rox-
bury on Feb. 4.

newsletter and other projects.

Work can be performed during the
day or in the evenings on Tuesday or
Thursday. The office is located at 135
Massachusetts Ave., Boston, on the
second floor,

For more information. call Deb
Lary at 859-8282 ext. 230, or e-mail
lary @boaidsride.org.

chair accessible.

Panelists will include Andrew
Bunie and James Cronin of the
school’s history department and
Michael Malec of the sociology de-
partment.

The event will kick off the 2000
lecture series of Phi Alpha Theta, the
honor society of the BC history de-
partment.

For more information call 656-
8047.

Windows on
the writing life

“Middle Passage,” by Charles

Johnson, will be the next book up
for discussion on Feb. 10 at 6:30
p.m. at the Faneuil Branch Library,
419 Faneuil St., Brighton,

NOTES, page 8
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617-361-7532
Will Pick Up and Deliver
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Boston Main Streets
honors businesses

By Debra Goldstein

TAB STAFF WRITER
Volunteers and outstanding busi-
nesses were honored at the Boston
Main Streets’ fourth annual celebra-

tion last Tuesday, Feb. 1.
Local business owner Steve
Wasserman of Brighton Travel was
master of ceremonies, announcing

according to Rose.

“The way that they present them-
selves to customers is really a great
role model for other businesses,” said
Rose.

Charles Vasiliades was named vol-
unteer of the year for Brighton Main
Streets. Ann  Griffin from BMS
praised his many contributions.

the citywide “Charlie  has
awards. The been involved in
award recipients Main Streets ever
were chosen by I 3 since before Main
woes of indvid.  Theway that[Gay's O <O e
ual Main Streets Flowers and Gifts] Streets,”  said
boards. Griffin.

Allston Village present ﬂ'lEILIISG'VES to Johnny DiPi-
Main Streets customers is really a etro was honored
named  Charles for running
Kendall, a Big great role model for Brighton's 1999
Dig worker and other businesses.” Business of the
owner of Chez ) Year, Johnny D’s
Bella Salon, vol- Jennifer Rose, Fruit and Pro-

unteer of the year.
Kendall is a Board
Member of
AVMS, as well as
Promotion Committee Chairwoman
and Treasurer.

Jennifer Rose of AVMS praised

Kendall’s generous contributions of

time and business resources through-
out the year.

Gay'’s Flowers and Gifts, owned by
Gay Sheldon and Alan Najarian, was
selected as Allston’s 1999 Business
of the Year. The Commonwealth Av-
enue florist is very service-oriented,

Allston Village Main Streets

duce. Johnny D’s
was a major sup-
porter of last
year’s BMS
music festival, said Griffin.

The volunteers of the year will re-
ceive a Citizens Bank/Boston Main
Streets National Town Meeting
Scholarship. The scholarship will
cover the cost of national Town
Meeting registration for the April
2000 conference in Boston.

Each honored business will receive
a recognition banner that can be hung
in its window.

Every year people look for-ways to simplify the process of filing taxes and

financial planning. Advertise your business in the Tax Guide &

Financial Resource Directory. Now's your chance to recruit poten-

tial customers in need of tax advice and financial planning services.

The Tax Guide & Financial Resource Directory will help you:
* Reach more than 1.4 million readers in our 100 plus publications.

» Target specific geographic zones within your business area.

CommunityClassifieds.com provides a bigger marketplace of local buyers and sell-

ers in print and online. For more information, contact your sales representative

today or call 1-800-624-SELL. Call now before your competitors do! Sign up

now for 13 weeks and

receive 2 additional weeks FREE!
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520 000 minimum
We've combined the high rate of a shon-term
CD with the {lexibility of a money market account.
As an added bonus, this great rate is guaranteed
. through Memorial Day: To take advantage
k. of this special earnings opportunity,
b call or visit any of our offices.

Member FDIC

ples

Federal Savings Bank

229 North Harvard Street, Allston
435 Market Street, Brighton
1905 Centre Street, West Roxbury
(617) 2540707
www.plsh.com

-~ "Annual Perceniace Yieid as of January 20, 2000. Minimum depost $20,000, Daly balarces below $20,000 v sam 1.01% AP
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Home Heating Oil

24 Hr. Burner Service

01l Tank Replacement

Concord Warm Air Furnaces
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1-800-870-3570
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TEACHERS:
Need Help Creating a Web site?
Then check out Town Online’s
Community Connections.

Log on te

www.townonline.com/community
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Eastern Massachusetts’' Premier
Online Job Expo

February 11 - March 10

Attention Recuiters! Don't miss this unique
opportunity. Call today to reserve your space!

Space Deadline: Wed, Feb,, 9, 2000 @ 10:00 a.m.
E-mail us at RECRUITINFO@CNC.COM

Call 1-800-624-SELL
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Reach up to 1.4 million readers e, ;

Call 1-800-624-

“Honestly, | can't believe | sold my fumiture
50 quickly. The day | placed my ad on
CommunityClassifieds.com, | received over
12 calls from people right in the area. My
wife and | can head to our new home in
Florida without a worry in the world thanks
to CommunityClassifieds.com.”

— Tom Stevenson

communityclassifieds.com

in print ¢ online

Don't miss out on the
LARGEST Automotive

Sections of the year!

 Check out thousands of new and used autos
just in time for the biggest sales of the year!
ennium with

Preview models for a new mil

, :this.--iexciting Presidents Day coverage!

e Best selection of
new vehicles on sale!

Presidents Day g

www.townonline.com/allstonbrighto:
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The author won the 1990 National
Book Award for fiction for this
novel, set on a run-down slave ship
under the command of a deranged
captain.

All interested are welcome to join
the group. The book is available at
the branch, and participants will be
able to keep the book after the dis-
cussion.

Aliston Village nominated
for National Register
of Historic Places

Nomination of the Harvard Av-
enue section of Allston Village to the
National Register of Historic Places
will be discussed during a public
meeting Tuesday, Feb. 15, at 6:15
p.m. at Big City, 130 Brighton Av-
enue, Allston.

The Massachusetts Historical
Commission, Boston Landmarks
Commission and Allston Village
Main Streets will co-Sponsor the
meeting.

Allston Village Main Streets has
proposed the nomination to leverage
rehabilitation of historic buildings
and make property owners eligible
for 20 percent investment tax credit
opportunities.

For more information, call Allston
Village Main Streets at 254-7564.

Fabulous February
Fiesta returns to Aliston-

Brighton Feb. 18

The Allston Brighton Healthy
Bosion Coalition will present the
Fabulous February Fiesta on Friday,
Feb. 18, from 6-10:30 p.m.

There will be a cash bar, dancing,
food and a raffle at the event. Tickets
are $30 per person and $50 per cou-
ple.

Tables of 10 can be reserved for
$300. There are a limited number of
reduced tickets available.

Sponsors include Citizens Bank,
New Balance, Harvard University,
IHS-Greenery-Boston, and Stop &
Shop Supermarket Co.

For tickets or more information,
call the coalition at 782-3886.

Ward 22 Democratic
Committee to hold

Feb. 12 caucus

The Ward 22 Democratic Com-
mittee will hold a caucus Feb. 12 to
elect delegates to the Democratic
State Convention.

The caucus will be held at the
Veronica Smith Senior Center at 20
Chestnut Hill Ave., Brighton. The
event will begin at 2 p.m,

Participants must be registered as
a Democrat in Ward 22 as of Jan. 1

to be eligible. The convention will
be June 3 in Lowell.

American Red Cross
seeks blood donors at
blood mobile Feb. 18

The American Red Cross blood
mobile will visit the Allston-
Brighton area on Friday, Feb. 18.

The blood mobile will receive do-
nations in the St. Margaret’s Center
at St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center on
Warren Street, Brighton, from 11
a.m.-5 p.m.

Potential blood donors must be at
least 17, in good health, and wergb
more than 110 pounds.

Capuano representative
to hold office hours at
Veronica Smith Senior
Center Feb. 11

A representative of Congressman
Michael Capuano will hold office
hours at the Veronica Smith Senior
Center, located at 20 Chestnut Hill
Ave,, on Friday, Feb. 11, from 10:30
a.m. to noon. Constituents are en-
couraged to stop by with questions
OF CORCems.

If ybu are unable to attend the of-
fice hours, Capuano and his staff are
available to answer questions at
621-6208. ‘
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opportunity from Commutity Newspaper
Company to offer your eXpertise in our

advertising supplement. Just purchase a half page
ad, and the rest of the page will be your yery
own “advice column” ~ at no extm charge'

- Reach potential customers w1th :
and expertise that is unique t@.gotr store or
service. For example: are you a Financial
Planner with some expert ideas for the
upcoming tax season! Ora Real Estare Agent
who tan help find that dream 'imuse7 Each
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sAuto classified ads reach over 1. 4ﬁm readers each week.
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» Exposure in over 100 publications.

Call 1-800-624-SELL

“When | got out of college | had to sell my
old car fast. | sold it in two weeks with
CommunityClassifieds.com, and | found a
great new car too! It was fast, easy and best
of all, only 40 bucks!"

In paper sections begln February 17th

See communrtyciassrfreds com #er

thousands of online Iistmgs*

www.townoniine.com

— T.M., Framingham
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