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ECTIVE

Shortening time through families

new friend, lan, recently
regaled me with the tale
of his meeting one of his

distant ancestors. At first, I found the
story incredible but later discovered
it to be, not the product of a fevered
imagination, but a narrative solidly
.based in verifiable fact.

i When he was a young boy, lan
1took instruction from the vicar of the
{Anglican parish in the village where
1he lived. After one of his visits to the
jrectory concluded. the canon asked

(ht boy if he would like to see some-
,lhuw unusual.

¢ He then led lan to another room
‘and brought up from its hiding place
‘a large coffer.

¢ Opening this container the vicar
ilifted out a small box and opened it
ifor the boy to view. Inside the box
was a human head, not merely a
's[\ull but a head with flesh on it.

i Tan looked quickly at the head and
ithen shrank back in horror. The vicar
*then explained to him that he had just
sseen the head of Oliver Cromwell,
ithe famous anti-royalist leader who
iin mid-17th century England had
‘overthrown King Charles 1.

+ When Ian told his parents about
ithis encounter, they expressed sur-
iprise that he did not know his fami-
ily’s history. They explained that they
iwere  directly descended from
ICromwell, who was lan’s great,
\greal, greal. great, great, great, great,
\oreat, great, great-grandfather.

! How Cromwell’s head came into
ithe vicar’s possession is in itself a
Icomplicated story.

i After the restoration of the monar-
‘thy later in the 17th century, the
British  parliament decreed that
Cromwell’s body be removed from
its tomb in Westminster Abbey and

hanged.

It was then drawn and quartered and
the head cut off and placed on a spike
on the top of Westminster Hall. Latef
it was passed around, sold and resold,
until somehow the vicar of the \ﬁ!ane
church received it.

Now it is reportedly buried in 1 Sid-
ney Sussex College of Cambndge
University, at a location known to only
a few people.

1 have related this admitiedly
bizarre tale. not to be ghoulish, but w

stir reflection on the experience of

time.

At age 76, lan now looks back on
four centuries of history brought
vividly to life by the encounter with
his grandfather to the 10th power. For
him, time is a living reality that takes

him back to the earlier generations of

his family.

“As | grow older, less
inhibited, | find it
increasingly easy to
move toward being
who | truly am...”

Frederick Buechner
L o e

No one else known to me can rival
this personal story for its sweep and its
drama, but many people can reach
rather far back into history.

Out of family archives I recently

held in my hands a photo of myself

with a relative who was bom in the
year 1832, She was my grandmother’s
Aunt Kate who came from St Louis
to visit her niece in Peabody, and
ended up staying for 40 years. She
died after celebrating her hundredth
birthday,

When you consider that this woman
with whom I talked as a 4-year-old
had grandparents who must have been
born around the time of the American
Revolution, history seems much
shorter than we usually imagine it.

These anecdotes and reflections
have been prompted by the tum of the

centuries and millennia that we have |
lived through this month. I find it sl |
hard 1o believe that I have lasted into |

this new era. Not so long ago, it
seemed almost unimaginably far off,
yet here we have amived.

Of course, our marking of time has
something arbitrary about il You

don’t have to keep to the method |

adopted by the westemn world. Insiead,
(o cite only two aliematives, you can
use the Jewish calendar and the vear
5760 or reckon from the birth of the
Buddha 563 vears before Christ.

But however vou observe il time |
plays a dominant role in our modem |

life. Tts rhythms give our lives mean-

here are many theories in
the news these days about
what is to blame for the fi-

[ nancial demise of local HMOs.

How, one wonders. could a busi-
ness operation be run with projected
annual losses of over $100 million?
Even more, how could anvone have
not realized until only recently that
the real number would be more than
| 50 percent greater than previously
expected? What kind of “accounting
emror’ creates this discrepancy?

Rather than probe the healthcare

GUEST COMMENTARY

| LAURA SINGLETON

ing and give us reasons 1o ook both |

forward and backward. Perhaps most
important. these rhythms can prompt
us 1o look moare closely at the ways in
which we have changed.

One of my favonite writers, Freder-
ick Buechner. explains how the pas-
sage of time has affected him:

“As 1 grow older. less inhibited, dot-
tier, | find it increasingly casy o move
toward being who 1 tuly am, let the
chips fall where they may. ] also find it

easier (0 relate o others as they truly |

are 0o, which is at its heart, 1 suspect,
rather a good deal like the rest of the
human race including me. I find my-
self addressing people | hardly know
as though I have known them always
and taking the risk of saying things to
them that, before | tumed 70, I would-
n'l have dreamed of saying.”

A group of elders to whom [ quoted
the first part of Buechner’s statement
wholeheartediy agreed with it. They,

systen for an answer, | suggest this is
just a natural outworking of an insid-
1ous  cultural phumlmmn —= the
demise of our faithful friend, the
penny.

The process began innocently
enough those lille “give-a-
penny/take-a-penny” cups that ap-
‘pﬂrud on the counters of conve-
| nience stores and delis. How friendly,
how neighborly it seemed to be to
share with the next shopper.

But [ found myself resisting the
urge from the first — was it a whiff of
the first strains of socialism that re-
pelled me? Or was it the unspoken
message that this currency had come
o be viewed as an annoyance —
something you just don’t want clut-

tering up vour pocket and you'd
rather see kept in Dixie cups or the
tills of cash registers to gather dust.

My personal “penny epiphany”
came last year when | exited a Cam-
bridge parking garage that sets all its
rates to end in 99 cents ($1.99, $2.99
and so forth). I passed a dollar bill or
two to the cashier and waited pa-
tiently. When no hand returned from
out of the booth, 1 asked. “Isn’t there
change””

The cashier. now prompted, hand-
ed me a penny and then said (a bit
sarcastically. I thought). “You want
more pennies? I've got plenty.”

“No, thank you.” I said. and drove
out, wounded by the sense that
somehow judgment had been passed
upon me. Because | wanted what
was owed, was [ a “penny pincher”?
Or perhaps “penny wise” and thus
“pound foolish™?

Oh, I'd seen the little signs before
~— waiters made change not to the
penny. usually rounding up (al-
though on one occasion, down) from
the exact amount. Now, since I'd be
leaving them a tip anyway (I'm not a
penny pincher, really!) there is the
reality that, yes, one or two cents and
quite a bit more i8 coming fo them
soon. This. however, was the first
time I'd been treated as it asking for
my fair change was ridiculous.

My loyalty to the penny in the face
of such scom originates not from
fondness for copper or Abraham
Lincoln. but, 1 think, a love for exact-
ness.

Penny saved is ... HMO revived?

We lefi-brained, analytical types
know there is a right answer to the
math problem of 2.00 minus 1.99,
and it 15 0.01, not zero. Today's
mathematical teaching methods in-
stead begin by inviting children to
“estimate” amounts, so that they get
a feel for relative quantities, with the
idea, I guess, that calculators, com-
puters and cash registers will tell
them all they need to know about the
now-incidental actual figures from
addition or subtraction.

With the loss of precision in small
things, though. I moum the loss of
small graces,

I remember observing my mother
carefully providing the pennies 1o
cashiers for exact change when she
had them, and 1 grew up to do the
same with pleasure and even tri-
umph, believing it a polite and
thoughtful gesture. Sometimes today
it is greeted with a “Never mind,”
and the rounded change is handed to
me anyway. Close enough.

In this world of close enough, is it
still far-fetched to believe that $100
million could become $150 million
overnight” Perhaps. But if you need
evidence that those pennies do add
up, just take a look at the postal ser-
vice — a one-cent increase every
couple of years, and they stay in
business.

Maybe that's the next strategy for
Harvard Pilgrim.

Laura Singleton is a freelance
writer living in Cambridge,

100, have discovered themselves to |
have moved toward who they really |

are. And they welcome this unsuspect- |

ed benefit of time.

Richard Griffin of Cambridge is a |

regularly fearured colwnmist in Com-
mumity Newespaper Company publica-
tions. He can reached by e-mail ar
rhgriffI80@aol.com or by calling
(7811 433-8325.

- Programs  and. classes by the
Veronica B. Smith Multi-Service
Center, 20 Chestnut Hill Ave., for the
wu:k of Jan. 17-21.

The senior center is open Monday-
Friday from 8:30 am.-4 p.m. Lunch
is served Monday-Thursday at noon.
Telephone: 635-6120.

" Monday
“"Closed for Martin Luther King
Day

" Tuesday, Jan. 18

" 9 am.— Exercise

" 9 a.m.— English as a Second Lan-
guage classes
"' 9:30 a.m.— Crochet

10 a.m.— Bowling

" Noon— Lunch, Suggested dona-
tion, $1.50
“*1p.m.— Bingo

Wednesday, Jan. 19

9 a.m.— English as a Second Lan-
ouage classes

Noon—— Lunch. Suggested dona-

HOLIDAY HELPEHS
Just relax & en{ﬂy the holidays. Bartender, hostesses
& kitchen helpers are ready. Calgg g?g; special

holida: evem toda

GINGERBELLE'S TRUNK
Full Face Painting, Tea Parties,
Dress-Up Parties. 617-381-8237.

Keep Memories long after the celebration with centerpieces
and Guest Book Sculptures by artist Michael dePierro.

617-731-1719

Kevin Phelan - Professional Disk Jockey
for ALL occasions. Great Music - Great Rates -

Great References~

tion, $1.50
1 p.m— Line Dance
1 p.m.— Oak Square Seniors

1 pm.— Senior -Swim at the
YMCA, 470 Washingion St
Brighton.

Thursday, Jan. 20

9 a.m.— Exercise

9:30 a.m.— English as a Second
Language classes

10 a.m.— Blood Pressure

10 a.m.— Fix-It Shop

10:30 a.m.— Choral

SBNIOH cAJI.E’N DAR

Nooh-

tion, $1.50
1-3 p.m.— Venus’ Bingo
14 p.m.— Brdge

Friday, Jan. 21

9:30 a.m.— English as a Second |

Language classes

9:30 a.m.— At Instruction msh
Dawn Scaltreto

10 a.m.— Walking

1 pm.— Senior Swim at the |
YMCA, 470 Washington St
Brighton.

David Kelman, GRI

Providing professional
real estate services
to buyers and sellers.

Jack Conway & Company

(781) 446-7891

Deck A-Dance Enterprises
Weddings - Corporate « Karaoke - Kids Parties
Call 781-723-0309 X47 Rentals too.

Call anytime. (781) 766-9191

Vo!ed Boston s Besl' Co
gatnerings. Bal
"'ﬁgm.af‘a [ H £ e 3
800-633-7979. www. partysolutnons com

Las Vegas Gaming Tables
Bring Las Vegas !agour Company or Home Parties.
Routstte
Call Happy Knights 781-

lack Jack - C%cg & Etc

245-7577

For the perfect Birthday. Shower, Anniversary
Invitation (with photographs)! Call
Maks It Hsppen 1-781-279-4926

£

Holiday Inn Boston-Somerville
Calering your event wia personal approach
Groups to 500. Contact catering office at

617-628-1000.

" SUNSHINE THE CLOWN i
Juggling, balloon sculpturing, face painting. All
occasions - birthday parties 1o business functions

& more! §17-625-7699

‘Tunch. Sugeesied dona- 1

A listing of upcoming events at All-
| ston-Brighton’s public library branch-
| es. The libraries are closed on Martin
Luther King Day, Mondiy. Jan. 17.

Brighton Branch Library

Programs for children

o Homework Assistance Program
for grades 3-8, Mondays and Wednes-
days 3:30-5 p.m. Registration is nec-
essary.

» Stories and Films,
Tuesdays =

10:30 am,
o Creative Drama, 4 p m. Tzlmhn 5
{  ®Chess Instruction by appommtment,
4 p.m., Thursdays
» “Celebrate the Year of the Drag-
i on.” arts and crafts with Zodiac ani-
i mals. 2 pm., Saturday, Jan. 29

Programs for young adults

» Higher Education Financial Aid
| Workshops: 10 am.-noon. Saturday,
i Jan. 29; and 6-8 p.m.. Monday, Feb. 7
o “A Closer Look at the SAT™ pre-
sentation by the Princeton Review, 6-

OFF THE SHELF
7:30 p.m.. Monday, Jan. 31

Programs for adults

* Book Discussion Group, “The
Reader™ by Bemhard Schlink, 6:30
p.m., Thursday, Feb. 3. All are wel-
come. Books are available at the front
desk.

o English Conversation Group: 6
p.m. on Mondays and Thursdays; 10
a.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays

Brightor Bramch Eibrary 15 located

at 40 Academy Hill Road. For more
information. call 782-6032.

Faneuil Branch Library

Programs for children
o Toddler Time for ages 2-3, 10:30

a.m., Tuesday. Jan. 18

* Preschool Stories for ages 3-5,
10:30 a.m.. Wednesday, Jan. 19

¢ Reading Readiness for ages 3-5,
9:30 a.m., Friday. Jan. 2]

e Map and Compass Program, 3-4

p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 25. Nature and
Nurture’s Matt Schoeffler returns to
the Faneuil Branch with a special map
and compass onentation program for
ages 8 and up. Registration is required
and seating is limited.

Program for adults

* Windows on the Wiiting Life —
Book Discussion Group, 6:30 pum.,
Thur\ddy Feb. 10. Febr’uary's book is

50N

e m—————— T

New arrivals
“Soft - Focus™ by Jayne Ann

KI‘LI'I[I

¢ “Biology of Success” by Robert
Armot

o “Merry Widow™
McKinney

¢ “Dr. Atkins Age Defying Diet
Revolution” by Dr. Robert Atkins

by Meagan

Faneuil Branch Library is located
at 419 Faneuil St., Oak Square. For
more information, call 782-6703.

| sold my car
in 3 weeks!

4 lines. 3 weeks. 40 bucks.

»Auto classified ads reach over 1.4 million readers each week.
+Ads are placed online at no extra charge.
= Exposure in over 100 publications.

Call 1-800-624-SELL

“When I got out of college | had to sell my
old car fast. | sold it in two weeks with
CommunityClassifieds.com, and | found a
great new car too! It was fast, easy and best
of all, only 40 bucks!"

— T.M., Framingham

“Middle Passage” by Cimrieq .lohn—
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MENINO, from page 1
the antithesis of a neighborhood
mayor.” :

Menino has been an outspoken
supporter of the Red Sox in the
team’s efforts to build a new sta-
dium next to Fenway Park. Many

+ area residents say the increased
- traffic, pollution and noise will
ruin the neighborhood.

“To me, a neighborhood mayor

. acts the way he’s acting with East

. Boston [by opposing] the run-
way,” Cox said. “But he’s not
standing with the Fenway neigh-
borhood regarding the new ball-
park. He has already made up his
mind. It doesn’t matter what the
neighborhood says. Many other
neighborhoods you go to you
could get similar examples.”

Former city
councilor David
Scondras sees it
differently. De-
velopments are
going to be built
in a strong econo-
my. Menino isn’t
responsible for a
good economy,
he just happens to
be the mayor rid-
ing the wave,
Scondras says.

As such, where
would any mayor
choose to support
a proposal — in
politically active
East or South
Boston, or in in-
different neigh-
borhoods like the

be anything but mayor. He does-
n’t look over his shoulder.”
DiCara said, citing Flynn’s lobby-
ing for an ambassador’s post,
Kevin White's run for governor
in 1970 and John Collins’ bid for
Senate in 1966. “If Clinton called
[Menino] up and said. ‘T want
you to be secretary of HUD, he'd
say no. He knows who he is and
he doesn’t want to be anyone
else.”

Behind closed doors at City
Hall. staffers say Menino is gen-
erally fair, though sometimes in-
secure with giving up any power.
Many say the mayor felt threat-
ened by former Boston Redevel-
opment Authonity director
Thomas O’ Brien, who was forced
to resign last fall after his chief of

Back Bay or the

Fenway?

“It’s the calcu-
lus of reality.
People who vote are going to get
their way a hell of a lot faster than
those who don't vote,” said Scon-
dras, who represented he Back
Bay and the Fenway for 10 years.
“In Back Bay, all of 8 percent of
the registered voters goto the

: ggﬂs. I don’t recall towers in
ithie or West Roxbury.”

First elected in 1983, Menino

. gained the council presidency a
decade later and became interim
mayor when Flynn resigned.
Menino, a UMass-Boston gradu-
+ ate and father of two, has gained
. 50 much power that he went un-

- challenged in his 1997 re-election
. campaign. The city is fiscally

. sound and his tenure has been

. nearly scandal-free.

. The soaring economy makes
Menino’s political life easy, ac-
cording to Larry DiCara, also a
former city councilor. Aside from
pockets of residents angry about
development, there is little to
worry about, politically. For exam-
ple, he said, there is an ongoing
push for reform of the Fire De-
partment, but aside from firefight-
ers and their families. who cares?

“People could care less
whether the firefighter is green
and walks on stilts, as long as
they show up at the house,” said
DiCara, a lawyer who frequently
does business at City Hall.

Further, Menino doesn’t need
to be the accessible mayor that
Flynn was because he has noth-
ing to prove.

“The mayor is the mayor. He's
the CEO of a billion-and-a-half
dollar corporation. Every time
three people have a complaint,
you can'’t be in their living
room,” DiCara said.

DiCara also sees one major dif-
ference between Menino and pre-
vious mayors.

“Unlike every mayor for the
past 40 years. he doesn’t want (0

T R W T T TR R e e

The city budget inciudes $150,000 for taking pictures of Mayor Thomas M. Menino. The
photos, such as this one of Menino eating cake on First Night, are then sent to
newspapers or used for other publicity purposes.

staff was allowed to buy a cut-
rate condominium intended for
low-income buyers.

Others, however, say he is gen-
erous and reaches out to all em-
ployees, -

“He values even the most ju-
nior staff.” said one official who
asked nol 1o be named. “He does-
n’tonly go to the top. He calls
middle-level staff peopie all the
time. From a management per-
son, that’s nice for the younger
staff people.”

After the State of the City ad-
dress, even Menino’s harshest
City Council critic, Peggy Davis-
Mullen, was impressed by the de-
livery. The mayor, however. must
now deliver on pledges he made,
especially regarding affordable
housing,

"The key to it is if he’s going to

- follow through. We have (o recall

State of the City [speeches] in the
past where he's made promises,”
Davis-Mullen said. “The urban

“Unlike every mayor for
the past 40 years, he
doesn’t want to be
anything but mayor.
He doesn’t look over his
shoulder. If Clinton
_called [Menino] up
and said, ‘l want you to
be secretary of HUD,’
he'd say no. He knows
who he is and he
doesn't want to be
anyone else.”

Larry DiCara

State of Menino

mechanic is not in the building
anymore. He represents big busi-
ness and development. It's easy
to talk about things, but you've
got to do them.”

Last January, Menino pledged
to build 2.000 new homes. He
achieved that goal in 1999, but
only 600 of those homes were for
low- and moderate-income resi-
dents. On Tuesday night, the
mayor pledged to sign an execu-
tive order mandating that 10 per-
cent of larger new developments
be set aside for renters and buyers
of “modest” incomes He did not
define “modest” and did nol com-
mit to requiring the units be built
on-site,

Menino also proposed using
$13 million from the city’s sur-

plus property fund for affordable
housing and called for tax breaks
for developers of low-income
housing.

“When it comes to housing, the
city is putting real money on the
table,” he said in his speech. “But
we need builders and nonprofit
groups to step up to the plate with
proposals. Give us your best
ideas, We'll work with the com-
munity to get the job done.”

Thomas Keane, who recently
stepped down from the City
Council, said the housing part of
the address sounded familiar.

“I was under the impression
that last year was the affordable
housing speech.” Keane said. "1
didn’t hear him outline [specific]
proposals. I didn’t hear him say
how we're going to build more.”

The mayor also pledged (o beef
up the planning staff of the
Boston Redevelopment Authori-
tv. but Keane said the most im-
portant development, the South
Boston Waterfront, doesn’t need
any more planning. The BRA. he
said, formed a master plan two
years ago that includes provisions
for housing.

“The problem is, [Menino|
won't conumit himself to the
plan,” said Keane, who fear the
mayor will let developers run
wild and ignore housing. “What
you're going to have is Kendall
Square, not Back Bay.”

All in all, Scondras says, Meni-
no “does the best he can.”

“He has a genuine concern
about people who are sufiering.
Tommy is essentially a moderate
who believes that what's good for
big business is good for every-
body.” Scondras said. “It's more
jobs for people: it’s more revenue
for the needy. Is he the captive of
special interests? [ think he tends
to do his friends favors, don't
you? Is he human? Yes.”

eherwawerersrecwer

~ New Oak Square YMCA illustration unveiled

YMCA, from page 1

dren and wheelchair access for people with dis-
abilities — and a whirlpool for therapy treat-
amnents.

: . The center segtion of thefagility will have two

- " stories. The lower level will be filled with admin-
iftrative offices, a multipurpose community
room, teen center, computer area and after-school
child care area. Upstairs will be a fitness center
framed by banks of windows looking out over
Qak Square on one end and the Hardiman Play-

ground on the other end.

« Planner Willy Sclarsic said “the most exciting

- State Sen. Steve Tolman pointed out that the
project is still in need of additional funding and
challenged local organizations, institutions and
companies to close the gap.

So far, approximately $5.75 million has been
raised for the project. An additional $1.5 million
would meet the minimum needs of the facility,
but additional funding would allow for other
amenities, like expanding the swimming pool.

“The dream is to have a successful facility that
will serve the community’s needs.” said Tolman.
“We're a quarter of a million dollars short from
having an eight-lane pool instead of a six-lane

part has been the opportunity to address an urban  pool.

area that's been neglected and really tum it
around. It really will upgrade the image of Oak
Square and thereby the neighborhood.”

Several task force members stood up to voice
their support for the project, praising the archi-
tects for working closely with the community and
including many of their suggestions in the plans.

“It’s an exciting thing,” said task force member
and Oak Square resident Charlie Vasiliades.

Garvin.

Allston-Brighton YMCA Executive Director
Tim Garvin expects more donations to be an-
nounced before the project begins, and is still
looking for additional donors.

*“We want to be the best facility that it could be
because Allston and Brighton deserve that,” said

The building’s design is still not finalized. and
some task force members would like to see the

three arches of a historic A-Line MBTA electrical
building on the site incorporated into the entrance.
Other residents would like to see the historic
building preserved in its entirety. In the current de-
sign, the MBTA building will be torn down and
one of the historic arches will be situated over an
outdoor walking path.

Cleveland Circle resident and activist Eva
Webster challenged the architects to rethink the
desigm in a more historic style.

“[The architects] have a duty to figure out how
the buildings are going (o talk to one ambther,”
said Webster.

The new facility will replace the heavily used
Allston-Brighton YMCA down the road at 470
Washington St. in Brighton.

The current building, built and opened in 1958,
has no gymnasium, two classrooms used for
after-school child care, one room for group exer-
cise classes and one pool. And. in contrast to the
facility planned for Oak Square. little natural light
reaches the fitness equipment and weight rooms
on the lower floor.
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A new look for the riverfront

RIVERFRONT, from page 1

ly if it’s a nice day.’ said Lilach
Zingher, a Watertown resident and
Suffolk University student who en-
joys walking her golden retriever,
Shoco, along the wooded path.

While many years will likely go by
before the master plan is fully real-
ized, people are irked by deteriorat-
ing benches and overgrown path-
ways., This is seen as another
example of bureaucracies putting off
repairs for another day.

“I think the general maintenance of
the park system has been very disap-
pointing,” said Kelly McClintock,
president of the board of directors for
the Charles River Watershed Associ-
ation, a Newton-based advocacy
group. “1 think that is pervasive in
state government.”

Budget constraints are to blame. A
rough estimate last year placed the
total cost for the entire basin project
at $32 million. However, the state
limits MDC to $13 million and $14
million for annual bomrowing of
money for capital projects. The basin
project compeles for that money with
other properties owned by the MDC
also in need of improvements, said
MDC Project Manager Rick Corsi.

“We never have enough money to
do everything we need to get done.”
he said.

The land’s keeper

As planners work on the long-term
plan, short-ferm questions remain
about the details of running a park,
such as keeping it free of rubbish.

Next to Charles River Road, the
paved pathway along the shore has
taken a beating from nature. It is nar-
row and cracked in many places, with
tree roots pushing through.

Jessica Vanco, a Brighton resident
and Boston University graduate stu-
dent. has run by the river a few times.
She said the path is in bad shape.

“I want to get Rollerblades, and it’s
not Rollerblade material,” she said.

Meera Gill moved to the area from
upstate New York to attend graduate
school at Simmons College. Tuesday
was the second time she’s gone for a
run on the Watertown path, and she
too has found the going can be rough.
Boston-area residents are fortunate to
have the river, and any efforts (o im-
prove it would be worthwhile, she
said.

In a survey conducted early in the
planning process, 86 percent of re-
spondents said the state does a good
job in maintaining the riverbank. But
asked where it could improve, an
equal number cited the same area,
Corsi said.

“I don't think they do a good job of
keeping it clean and keeping it up,”
said Councilor Alex Liazos, whose
district includes the riverfront. “The
improvements [in the master plan]
sound nice, if they were able to do it
What I don’t know is when they will
beabletodoit.”

By the town's riverbanks, trash can
be found on the ground, and benches
are falling apart. Some benches have

peeling paint and rotten wood slats.
Others are missing slats, Liazos said.

The condition of the playground off
Charles River Road bothers Liazos
and others. The MDC removed a
slide and merry-go-round that were
no longer safe. The agency hopes to
replace the playground on drier land
nearby, but money sought by the
town's legislators ended up getting
vetoed.

The state tends to defer routine
maintenance on its property. parks in-
cluded, only to borrow money later
for a large capital improvements. This
tactic almost always winds up costing
more, but it's unlikely the state will
change how it does business, McClin-
tock said.

“The improvements [in
the master plan] sound
nice, if they were able
todoit.”

Alex Liazos,
Watertown town councilor

Beyond complaints about broken
benches are more serious concemns
about safety. There have been inci-
dents of crime in the basin. including
two cases of sexual assault last vear
along the Watertown streich. Sections
overgrown with trees and plants re-
duce visibility for the users, creating a
safety hazard.

During the spring, summer and fall
months, the parkland on both sides of
the river in Allston-Brighton, Cam-
bridge and Watertown are the scene
of “rampant public sexual activity.”
and other crimes, said Sen. Steven
Tolman (D-Brighton), in a Jan. 3 let-
ter to the MDC. Tolman is planning to
meet with MDC and Massachusetts
State Police officials to find a way to
deal with the illegal activities.

Questions of maintenance top the
MDC’s priorities in acting on the
master plan’s proposals. The agency
intends to deal with immediate prob-
lems within the next year or two, said
Corsi. The rest of the plan, which in-
cludes about 30 individual projects
throughout the basin area, will take
between five and 10 years o com-
plete, he said.

Part of the challenge the MDC has
in caring for the river is a small staff.

“To be honest. we have not too
many people maintaining a whole lot
of park land, so it does make it more
difficult than we like to get things
done.” he said. !

To get around the shortage of re-
sources, the MDC wants to create
partnerships with businesses and in-
stitutions that abut the river to help
improve and maintain the riverbank.
The first partnership so far is one with
the Watertown Arsenal Development
Comp., Corsi said, The WADC, which
oversees the reuse of the former arse-
nal, agreed to pay for half the cost of
re-striping Charles River Road in
order to speed up the project.

In the long run, a more complicated
solution to visibility is rebuilding the
shorelinés. The MDC intends to plant
less expansive vegetation along the
shorelines.

A grand vision

Realizing the more complicated
proposals in the master plan will take
some time, said the CWRA's McClin-
tock, who participated in the early
public discussion.

“I think it’s unfair to expect that a
plan this ambitious and complex is
going happen in its entirety soon,” he
said. S

Among the more daring ideas is
widening parkland by narrowing par-
allel roadways. The plan calls for
eliminating lanes.in underused park-
ways owned by the MDC, McClin-
tock said. This is the future plan for
Greenough Boulevard. Charles River
and Nonantum roads, according to
the draft master plan.

The MDC is setting priorities. High
on the agency’s to-do list is redesign-
ing riverside pathways to avoid fric-
tion between those on foot and those
with wheels. Where possible, the
agency will separate paths for walkers
and runners from paths for bicyclists
and in-line skaters.

Walkers and runners would be di-
rected (o stay close to the shoreline,
and hicychists would stay closer to-the
roadway. Signage would help better
define the uses of different pathways.
Along Charles River Road and North
Beacon Street, new bike lanes on the
street would get commuter bicyclists
out of the park altogether, Corsi said.

“That will sort out the conflict be-
tween people on foot and
Rollerbladers and bicychists,” he said.

In sections where the MDC land
isn’t wide enough for two paths, such
as Soldiers Field Road in Brighton
and Nonantum Road in Newton, the
existing path can be widened to ac-
commodate the different users better,
Corsi said. :

Meanwhile, some aspects of the
master plan have already gone for-
ward, As part of its construction of &
new boathouse, Boston University re=
stored an overgrown parcel into a pas-
sive recreational park near Cam-
bridgeport and the BU Bridge.

Right now, the MDC is designing
plans for the Charles River Park, an
11-acre parcel off of North Beacon!
Street in Watertown. At the same
time, the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers is moving ahead on cleaning up,
the parcel, which was contaminated
by the nearby former arsenal. The
MDC will manage the property after
the cleanup is finished.

Despite the lack of staff and money,
the MDC manages to produce results
at times. A few years ago, the agency
built a walkway along the Watertowi
side, upstream from the dam. That
land forms part of the Upper Charles
River Reservation, an area not cova
ered by the current master plan. -

“There is work accomplished that
people are enjoying as proof that it
can happen,” McClintock said.

Electric union protestsfi

NET CITY, from page 1

tional Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers Local 103, asked CC&F to
make it a condition that tenants hire
local workers.

“I think you should make a com-
mitment. soup to nuts, that that build-
ing will be built by people who hive
here,” said Monahan.

Brighton homeowner and local
electrician Damel Daly added, “We'd
like a fair shot at that work.”

BAIA President Bob Leverone and
others said they were supportive of
the project overall, and voiced their
support for hiring local workers.
BAIA members and Allston Civic As-
sociation members have also formed
a task force to work with CC&F and
address environmental issues associ-
ated with the project, ranging from
noise to possible electrical emissions.

Once it is complete, the former US

Steel building will be wired with
equipment to distribute Internet and
communications services throughout
the Boston area, said Doherty. Tenants
will include companies in need of
high-speed, data-transfer services
and will customize electrical equip-
ment in each section of the building td
meet their needs. -

Doherty said the dimensions of the
three-story development will match
the footprint of the 360 foot-by-36(
foot existing building. and will be
about four feet taller, Cables under the
turnpike will be routed into the build-
ing to transfer information from the
worldwide information highway car-
ried through glass and light fiber op-
tics. .

The building will be staffed with 40
full-time employees during the day
and a much smaller staff at night @
keep it running non-stop. :
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Hoop girls getting a league of their own

West End House Boys and Girls Club breaks new ground with girls’league

By Chad Konecky
TAB CORRESPONDENT

t took some doing and some pa-
ltiencc, but gender equity has an

even firmer toehold at Allston
Street’s West End House (WEH)
Boys and Girls Club.

Thanks to an all-volunteer Satur-
day staff and the generous sponsor-
ship of the Chez Bella Salon on
Brighton Avenue, the WEH will
launch its first-ever girls” basketball
in-house league this Saturday, Jan.
15.

Opening day will feature a skills
clinic in addition to team assign-
ments for the 60-or-so expected par-
ticipants, age 13 and under, among
six squads.

“Thanks to some strong volunteer
efforts at the West End House, All-
ston-Brighton has become some-
thing of a basketball hotbed through-
oot the region,” said league
spokesman Joe Walsh, in obvious
teference fo the club’s 1999 12-and-
under traveling boys” hoop New

BU donates books

Boston University mascot Rhett
the Terrier and student athletes visit-
ed local elementary schools during
fast month to distribute more than
500 children’s books to second
graders, according to a release.

The gift contingent made stops at
the Horace Mann School for the
Deaf, St. Anthony's and Gardner el-
ementary schools, and the Jackson
Mann after-school program, all in
Allston; as well as Brighton's Fran-
ciscan Children's Hospital School,

England championship. “We hope to
replicate that snccess in short order
with the girls’ program.™

The league requires no participa-
tion fee. Players must merely be-
come a $15 annual member of the
club — a fee for which scholarships
are available. Coaches will be
gleaned from a volunteer staff of
Boston University students coordi-
nated by sophomore Erin McVeigh.
Members of the Allston-Brighton
Athletic Committee boys™ eighth-
erade travel team will serve as refer-
ees.

While plenty of philanthropic ges-
tures were required to get the league
off the ground. the grant from Chez
Bella was the linchpin.

“We're pleased to enter the new
millennium as a proud sponsor
of [this] league,” said Chez Bella
owner Charles Kendall. "We are
sure some of the parents are our
clients and we wish © take this
opportunity to show our support for
their kids and this wonderful

community {that] supports our busi-
ness.

The WEH has hosted a boys’ in-
house league, along with boys® and
gitls’ pre-teen and teen travel eams,
but this Saturday’s girls” in-house
league 1s a local first

Damp dominates
In West End House Boys and
Girls Club travel team action fast
Thursday. Jan. 6. the WEH Kevin
Honan 13-and-under girls’ travel
team rallied from an 84 half-ime
deficit 1o outlast visiting Waltham,
16-10. WEH forward Gina Damp
scored eight second-half points in a

row to spark the comeback.

Boys’ travel action

In WEH boys’ travel team action,
the club’s Blackstone/Titan 15-and-
under squad split a pair of games this
past week, falling, 69-63, as hosts to
Blue Hill last week, then edeing
Lynn in overtime on the road Tues-
day mght, Jan. 11. 52-51.

SCHOOL NOTES

Our Lady of Presentation. and St
Coumbkilles and Garfiekl elemen-
tary schools.

Classes received books including
*Stuart Finds His Way Home,™“The
Horse in Harry's Room.” and “Little
Bear,” as well as Rhett dolls aﬁd
pencil cases:

Edison to host
parent meeting

Edison Middle School wiil hosi a
School Site Leadership Parent meet-
ing Jan. 19 at 2 p.m. in the school 1i-

brary, according (o a release,

- Agenda items are expected to in-
clude the upcoming budget and the
school’s academic road map.

Parents ate encouraged to attend.
For more information call the school
at 635-8436.

Tenney promoted by
UMass-Lowell

Heather M. Tenney of Brighton
was recently appointed research as-
soctate for the Toxics Use Reduction
Institute (TURI) at the University of

Forward Philip Catheart hit a pull-
up 10-footer for the game-winner
agamnst Lynn as guard Jack Guermer
scored a team-high 14 points. Center
Jermaine Prew hustled his way to 12
rebounds. In the loss to Blue Hill,
WEH blew a 10-point first half lead
and couldn’t recover despite a game-
high 21 points from Guerrier, plus
17 from his twin brother Jackson.

The club’s Model Hardward 12-
and-under squad scorched visiting
South Boston last week, 64-15. Cen-
ters George “Big Poppa Pump” Rus-
sell and Dominic Jeter scored 11 and
10 points, respectively. Point guards
Steve Ramos and Ellis Stone com-
bined from 14 assists.

In other action. the club’s 18-and-
under Insh Village team ecarned a
key win on the road, routing Lowell,
65-50. Shooting guard Desmond
Johnson scored 15 of his 20 points in
a red-hot first half, most of them
from three-point range. Center Paul
Mathusin added a double-double
with 1) points and 10 reboumds.

Massachuseits-Lowell.
She was formerly a researcher at
TURL

Kervin earns
master’s degree

John E. Kervin of Brighton re-
ceived a Master of Science in Crimi-
nal Justice Administration degree
from Western New England College
in Springfield.

Kervin has served 23 years in the
Boston Police Department, where
hie holds the rank of lieutenant.

Rep. Golden joins
education committee

Rep. Brian Golden (D-Brighton)
_moved-off the Housing and Urban
Development Commitiee and onto
the Education Committee this
week.

Honan and Golden score
high on environment

Rep. Kevin Honan (D-Brighton)
and Rep. Brian Golden (D-
Brighton) scored 100 percent on
the Massachuselts Audubon Soci-
ety’s 1999 legislative environmen-
tal history report published this

COMMUNITY NOTES

week.

The report is a compilation of
voles by all state legistatures re-
garding environmentai-retated roll
call votes at the Staie House.

The environmental bills Honan
and Golden voted on during the
1999 legislative year included the
Community Preservation At to
provide open space protections.
historic preservation and afford-
able housing throughout Massa-
chusetts.

In addition, Honan supporied an
amendment to the 2060 budget that
provides $5 million for the Office
of Environmental Affairs urban

self-help grant program.

BAIA roll call
At its regular monthly meeting
oil Jan: 6. the Bngh[nn Allston Im-

1\ avenenl - Sssociation ook rP—
mih)mng ackion:

s Supperted Helpmg Hands
change of use at 541 Cambridge St.

= Supported Supreme Auto Body
changing use at 38 Travis St.

. Supmneu Boston Intemet City

76 Linceln St

. bupp«)md the YMCA Prn_;e-fi
in Oak Square

¢ Supported Cookin Cafe and
Grill expansion of occupancy at
1096 Commonwealth Ave.

s Opposed change of occupancy
from 6 to 8 apartments at 1130

| sold my stuff
in2w

3 lines. 2 we

Reach up to 1.4 million readers e

Call 1-800-624-

"Honestly, | can’t believe 1 sold my furniture
so quickly. The day | placed my ad on
CommunityClassifieds.com, | received over
12 calls from peaple right in the area. My
wife and | can head to our new home in
Florida without a worry in the world thanks
to CommunityClassifieds.com.”

— Tom Stevenson

communityclassifieds.com

in print ¢ online

Commonwealth Ave.

e Opposed establishing  Postal
Distribution Center at 163 Chest-
nut Hill Ave.

Dolphin swimmers
show character

By Chuck McGiivray

SPECIAL TO THE TAB

The Allston-Brighton YMCA
Dolphin swim team showed off its
spirit and sportsmanship when it
hosted a Jan. 8 meet against the At-
tleboro YMCA.

Tim Garvin, the A-B YMCA
executive director, said he has
always believed that in whatever
sport the Y sponsors. “it’s not
about competition, winning and los-
ing, it's about character develop-
ment.”

There was no better showing of
this than the 16-member team’s per-
formance last weekend.

“I have never met a team that
acted like a team the way Allston-
Brichton did today,” compli-
mented Attleboro Head Coach Chris
Ahemn. “Whenever a Dolphin
swimmer was in a heat, their team-
mates were always up, cheering
and encouraging their fellow Dol-
phins.”

Outnumbered but not intimidated
by Attleboro’s 63-member team. the
Dolphins showed that great things
happen with hard work.

Dolphin rookie Olivia lafrate has
continued to improve her times,
leading the E-Division girls 100-
yard freestyle relay in victory
against Attleboro.

lafrate’s E-girls teammates also
continued to dominate. Helena

Hong scored a first place in the 25-.
yard freestyle and 25-yard back-
stroke, Sammi McGilvray finished .
first in the 50-yard freestyle, Bea.
Pasquali won both the 25-yard but-|
terfly and 25-yard breaststroke, and |
Gabby Mulrean placed second in|
both the 100-yard individual medley |
and 25-yard butterfly. ;

A-Division swimmer Jacqueline |

Yong led the Dolphins cheers and !

placed first in both the 50- and 100-
vard freestyles. ’
C-Division  Dolphin ~ Maria.
Rocha-Buschel continued to shine
with an impressive first-place in the
50-vard freestyle. Rocha-Bushel
and her C-girls teammates Arthi,
Manivasakam, Patricia Hoa and
Robyn Sparks also placed firstin the |
200-yard freestyle relay.
D-Division’s Kate Worthen im-
proves with every meet and on Sat-
urday scored a first place.in the 50-
yard butterfly. Teammates Chanteh

Gardei Tiffany Sullivan and Aman- |

da Niver continue to swim strong in |
every meet.

Dolphin boys Andy Boone, Harry
Boone, Chris Kelliher and Jeff Yong
kept up with their lady teammates’
and had strong showings in all of
their heats.

The Allston-Brighton Dolphms
take their spirit and show on the
road against Worcester Central on
Jan. 15at 2p.m.

SPORTS NOTES

Henderson leading Dean

Rachel Henderson, a former stand-
out basketball player at Brighton
High School, is leading Dean College
in assists as its starting point guard,
according to a release.

“Rachel has made an immediate
impact on our program and continues
to improve in all areas.” said Dean
coach Bill Craig. “She has a great atti-
tude and a bemendous future.”

Piene

. ¢ v

FEB. 16-27

- MFleetCenter

SPECIAL VACATION WEEK

PERFORMANCES!

T L WL NE GEs TTORTT X i i LW T CATTREa P Ve

Tell us about your favorite Disney memory in 30 words or
less and enter to win one of 7!
honor of Disney on Ice celebrates 75 Years of Disney Mag

1 40 WINNERS it cach receive « FAMILY FOUR PACK of tickets to see a performance.

My favorite Disney memory is

5 Disnety on

Henderson has averaged nearlyé

eight points per game for the two- !
year, NJCAA Division 11 college in |
Franklin, The team now boasts a 10-2 -
record. :
Henderson, the daughter of Karen
Henderson of Brighton and Brian
Henderson of Waltham, played under

coach Paul Mahoney at Brighton

High.

) Ice prizes m

TO ENTER simply mail this form to “75 Years of Disney Magic Ticket Giveaway ”
Company, PO, Box 9113, ,\eedﬁlm MA 02494-9113. Contest deadline is Friday, February 11, 2000.

, /o Community Newspaper

Name
Address City State Zip
Daytime Phone Email Address

RULES: ne

Prize 15 1

N S S — - T TGN G W —

rans
i be. One entry per envelope. Copies of this newspaper are a
| Employees of the Community Newspaper Company, Feld Enter

wspaper Company. Forty winners will be selected 3t random on February 11,
andior mail. Photocopies are not accepted, but 3 reasenable facsimile
! ty Newspaper Company offices or at public libraries. Decisions of the
udges ar inment, and Disney, their respective affiliated companies, representatives, ad agencies and
irmediate families are not eligible. Not responsible for late, lost er misdirected entries, Entries become the property of Community Newspaper Companly, Each winner gives
permission o publish hisfher name, town, and likeness with regard 10 outcome of this drawing. Community Newspaper Company reserves the right to alter or terminate this
contest atany tene. Deadline for entries is February 11, 2000.
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LA Lo asRd ¢ General Pediatrics ¢ Pediatric Home Care *
How often have parents heard the phrase, ¢ Orthopedics ¢ PT, OT, Speech, Hearing & Reading

"I'm hored!” Now's your chance to help

¢ Child & Adolescent Psychology ~ # Urgent Care Services Center Open

¢ Child and Family Counseling 7 DaysAWeek
# Specialty Medical ¢ Russian Speaking Pediatrician

& Therapeutic Clinics ¢ Interpreter Services Available
¢ Dental Clinic ¢ Day Care Slots Available, call ext 3500

FRANCISCAN

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
30 Warren Street, Brighton * 617-254-3800

local area families get a head start on their

Pt children’s summer and after school plarns.
Advertise your business in The Camp, School & Activities
Directory.
The Camp, School & Activities Directory will help you reach more
than 1.4 million readers in our 100 plus publications. You'll also be able to
target spedific geographic zones within your area of business.

CommunityClassifieds.com provides a bigger marketplace of local buyers and

sellers in print and online. For more information, contact your sales
representative today or call 1-800-624-SELL.

w weeks and

* FREE Estimates

« Approved by All Insurance

Companies |
| - Glgy Family Dealership  + WE WORK ON ALL MAKES |
AND MODELS

e ]
e o S alie=

444 Watertown Street (- iﬁl o
| Rt. 16, Newton, MA 02158 o 37
| Tel: (617) 558-6317 =i

Fary u’f{ly -’T‘trmrli/f,' .ffjewf:vuﬂyl /

MassacHUSETTS REHAB COMMISSION

Is seeking candidates with disabilities who are interested in
becoming employed, but who need preparation and assistance
before entering the workplace. We offer comprehensive services
designed to help motivated adults with disabilities go to work.

WE CAN HELP!

~Iniormation sessions offered in Brookline ‘every Wednesday at
9:45am. For more information or to schedule an appointment call:

Tel: 617-739-9080
Tdd: 617-739-9081
Fax: 617-232-9256

The Marcou Family

would like to thank all of

their customers for another

successful holiday season.

And we look forward to making your Jewelry
Experience A Pleasurable One.

We wish you all a happy healthy 2000!

: '[Hl GREY TEH.‘."iS%Gb“

0 .basic enlerloinment compony

FREE INSTALLATION

Get any OptlmumTV package that includes
HBO® and installation is FREE!

At the Watertown Mall
617-923-0366

You'll save more than $30. Get the best movies,
sports, children’s programming and news,
plus edge-of-your-seat drama with the
all-new season of The Sopranos.

Don't miss out!

Call Today.
617-787-8888

g = A Service of-Cablevision
O-ptlmu mrv: -

Enter your child in the

McDonald's WBZ Bruins
)’ Hockey Clinic Sweepstakes
. for a chance to attend a private
hockey clinic hosted by WBZ

and the Boston Bruins!

~Visit a participating McDonald's for an official
entry form. Sweepstakes is open to children 6-12
years of age onfy. No purchase necessary. Entries
must be réceived by January 26, 2000. For a copy
of the official rules send a SASE to: WBZ
NewsRadio "McDonald’s Bruins Hockey Clinics,”
1170 Soldiers Field Rd. Boston, MA 02134,

ma.cablevision.com

-
*Offer expires February 5, 2000. Prices shown ex st areas only. Standard instaliation is 150 fest w ) ;
or less of aerial construction. Packages must inc jired jullet. Offer cannot be combined with any COMMUNELY NE‘YSI-’APER_COM"ANYS AR
e : Gy :
other offer and excludes monthly service and equspms commum-tyclass"'eds.cem bt

HBO" is a registered service mark of Time Warner Enténtanment Company LP £+ 2000 CSC Holdings, ic £ 2000 McDonald's Corporation




