

















Orinion

December 9, 1993 The Journal Page 7

City Roots must be kept viable for benefit of youth

By Tom Nugent

Asked to describe “a happy childhood memory™ on the
essay portion of a high school GED exam, many of the drop-
outs trying to eamn their equivalency diplomas could not do
so. One described watching “The Brady Bunch” on TV,

Most of the high school dropouts, ages 16-21, in the City
Roots Alternative High School Program, didn’t have much
of a chance at success in a regular public high school
because of the turmoil in their lives at home.

City Roots operates programs in Allston-Brighton,
Dorchester, Roslindale, East and South Boston.

Ithas beenatough year for the program. Its teachers eamn
about $10,000 a ycar less than their colleagues who teach in
public schools. The city’s early retirement program created

In THe News

teaching openings and some City Roots teachers moved up
to the higher-paying jobs. The early retirement program
also resulted in guidance counselor changes at many public
high schools, eliminating referral sources for City Roots.

The alternative school students enroll because they find
that they cannot gain a decent job, gualify for the armed
forces,orhave any chance of going tocollege withouta high
school diploma.

The program receives federal (70 to 80 percent of the
costs}, state (about 20 percent) and city (10 percent) funds.
Because of the low pay, City Roots suffers from a 30 to 40
percent teacher turnover every year. The program’s teach-
ers also have no benefits because the city hasn't offered
them a contract for the past five years. This creates
instability, when exactly the opposite is what's required to

deal with students for whom everything else in their life is
unstable.

The key to success is motivating these students to keep
showing up for classes to prepare for their GED exams. That
requires counselors and teachers who will be working with
them long ecnough to know their problems and to create
trust.

The city should bring the salaries and benefits of the City
Roots’ staff to a level comparable to that of the public
schools. The social costs of not stablizing this program are
too high not to do so. Let’s not be penny-wise and dollar-
foolish, as the old saying gocs. If encugh of these drop-outs
have a chance at decent jobs or an education, they’ll be
taxpayers and society will be repaid many times over for its
investment now.

BC stadium a done deal?
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“I"m hearing two different picees of information, there are
too many differences to do it Wednesday.”

*[ don’t know who is telling the truth or who is not, but
Idoknow that 48 hours is too short to make a decision. BC
as an institution will survive if this thing is postponed until
the first of the year. To try to sift through that in the middle
of Chanukah and Christman scason is a disservice to
everybody,” Nucci said.

O'Neil pledged his support for McLaughlin’s recom-
nmendation to defer the hearing untit BC und the Task Force
have discussed the plan. “When Brian writes a recommen-
dation for deferment, ! will go along with that,” he said.

Despite the imminentrequest, BRA Director Paul Barrett
reportedly said the hearing would take place as scheduled
on Wednesday.

Tensions flared at the meeting when architect K. Ed-
ward Alexander, who was making a presentation of the
plans to the councilors, was confronted by Boston Building
and Trade Commission Head Joe Nigro.

Nigro supports the projcct for its potential to create jobs
and attacked Alexander for what he said were a manipula-
tion of the facts during his presentation.

“He's lying, he’s outright lying,” Nigro said. "He's
about as professional as my [bleep].”

Nigro accused the neighborhood activists of blocking

cconomic development and job creation. Nigro and Task
Force President Steve Costello then becamie engaged ina
nasty exchange ot words and insults before leaving the
room.

» As of Monday, withthe BRA hearing twodays away,
Boston College and the BC/A-B Community Relations
Task foree, had not met to clear up the continued mitscom-
munication going on hetween the two parties, and each
new clarification of the plan by BC brought forth gasps of
surprise from residents who say they are baffled by com-
plex drawings, plans and technical details.

« The Boston Globe reported that Mayor Thomas M.
Menino had expressed the possibility that he could grant
his approval to the project pending certain provisions to
minimize the impact on the nicghborhood. During the
campaign Mcnino had said he would work with area
residents to block the expansion.

Menino spokesman Howard Leibowitz told the Jour-
nal that the mayor “could not approve the project as it
stands now. The mayor is not prepared to support this
proposal, but he doesn’t want to foreclose on his options,”
Leibowitz sasid.

Is 45,000 still too small?

Activists and politicians at Monday 's meeting with the

city councilors continued to press their claim that the best
interests of both sides would best be served by a bigger
stadium somewhere elsc.

In his presentation, Alexander stressed that BC’s own
comparisons to other major college football powers render
even an expanded stadium obsolete inits drive to compete.

Alexander compared the campuses and facilities of BC
and irs rival Notre Dame, which devotes an area nearly the
size of BC's entire campus solely to athletics.

State Rep. Kevin Honan reiterated Alexander’s con-
cerns, saying, A 45.000 seat stadium is not going to
accommodate BC’s needs. They need 60,000 and 1 think
everybody agrees 60,000 is too much. This will be obsolete
the minute the ribbon is cut.”

Rep. Susun Tracy also placed the controversy in a
larger, fonger term perspective, saying, “The startling picce
isn’t the height of the stadium, it’s when [ look at Notre
Dame.”

Tracy said BC should accept its role as an urban insti-
tution and not try to mimic its rural rivals who have vast
stretches of and at their disposal.

"With their great location comes a downside, and the
downside is that you have to respect your neighbors, and |
don’t think BC respects its neighbors,” Tracy said.

Several Boston College officials did not return calls and
were unavailable for comment over the past several days.

Lose the
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Such a committee would consist of one appointee cach
by the mayor, the Boston Redevelopment Authority, the
police commissioner, the city council, the licensing board
and the traffic and parking commisison.

“What this is saying is, *nobody gets a license until a
comprehensive plan is worked out,” ” Berkeley said. “'For
one year, while a plan is being developed, no new licenses
will be issued.”

The BAIA did not take an official vote on the measure,
but the majority of those in attendance indicated that they
were in favor of the moratorium.

Berkeley recounted the course of events which had
driven local citizens and politicians to call for the morato-
rium, including a failed effort to get local bars and busi-
nesses to control their own customers.

Several years ago, local residents fed up with the late
night rowdiness of bar patrons in the area, requested that
the parking lot on Harvard Avenue behind Blanchards’
liquors -— an area from which many of the complaints had
stemmed — be closed down.

When that plan was rejected by locul businesses, a
series of meetings were held to address the problems and,
upon the recommendation of the District 14 police, an
association of local business owners was formed. As mem-
bers of the association, businesses were to pool their

resources to hire private police details to patrol the area
late at night.

That effort fell through this past May when several
establishments failed to pay their share of the detail fees.
The owners still owe several thousand dollars to the
private details.

The result of these failures to control the situation, the
moratorium plan states, is “serious problems with regard
to vandalism, noise, neighborhood disturbances, traffic
and the need for increased police presence in the arca.”

During his presentation, Berkeley pointed to a stack of
papers documenting 13,000 police calls made to the a one
quarter squarc mile arca between Packards Corner and
Union Square. “The problems in this area are pretty out of
control,” Berkeley said.

Concemn was raised over what effect the moratorium
would have on local businesses, especially the numerous
smaller cthnic restaurants in the arca.

Over the past several years, Allston has developed a
reputation for its wealth of small yet highly regarded
ethnic restaurants, and many people fear the moratorium
would be detrimiental to this resource.

BATA member Theresa Hynes said she supported the
moratorium, but would like to see a provision added which
would protect “the small restaurant that wants a wine
license.”

booze, says activist

Brighton attormey Joe Hogan reiterated Hynes’ con-
cemns, saying, “For a lot of these ethnic restaurants, a glass
of wine or beer is very important to business.”

“Are we sending the wrong signal to business? I think
we are getting some very fine ethnic restaurants — for
somc of them it is their culture, their custom to have a glass
of wine with their meal,” Hogan said.

Berkeley responded that despite such a possible nega-
tive effect, the moratorium is necessary because the prob-
lems in the arca have become so scvere. Berkeley added
that after the one year moratorium is over, such restau-
rants, when they seek licenses, will once again be judged
according to their own merits.

“There may be a price to pay by somebody after this,
but we've been paying for a long time,” Berkeley said.
“These places can apply as restaurants, then — if they
come back, we will support them, if we feel they are good
places with good reputations.™

Berkeley warmed that exceptions to the rule could
allow businesses to take advantage of loopholes and
gradually change their identitics by first applying for a
beer and wine license, then eventually applying for in-
creased capacity until they becomie a virtual bar.

“People are going to take all sorts of paths to get there,”
he said, pointing out that many of the most troublesome
establishments are officially registered as restaurants.
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