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RIiDIN’

IN STYLE

Excellence from

Chevrolet, but of

Corsica

By Bob Sikorsky

The 1993 Chevrolet Corsica LT four-door sedan was
my companion for part of a recent media promotion tour I
did through portions of the South,

Although this was a rental car, I thought it would be a
good choice for a review.

The Corsica, with nearly 7,000 miles, proved very
comfortable, quiet and efficient transportation on the 500
or so miles T drove it through Alabama, Georgia, South
Carolina and North Carolina.

An interesting comparison exists between the '92 and
’93 Corsica; I was able to detect a distinct difference in the
quietness of the new model. Wind noise around the win-
dows has been reduced substantially with the addition of
improved front- and rear-door seals, modifications to the
outside rearview mirrors and reshaped windshield mold-
ings.

A new feature on the '93 Corsica I'm sure the rental-car
companies enjoy is the inclusion of standard Scotchguard
fabric protection on the floor carpeting and floor mats. In
past years only the seats and door panels received this
treatment.

The base price of the LT orentry-level modelis $11,395.
The rental car came equipped with an optional three-speed
automatic transmission ($555),a3.1-liter V6 engine ($600)
and an option package ($798) consisting of air condition-
ing, power door locks, tilt wheel, intermittent wipers and
floor mats. Add shipping and handling ($475) and the grand
as-tested total comes to $13,823.

Although the Corsica is rated a compact car by the
EPA, it is a very roomy compact. Seems more like a
midsize to me. There is good room here for five passen-
gers and I personally had plenty of headroom and leg-
room in the driver’s seat.

The fold-down feature of the backseat provides access
into the moderately large (13.5 cubic foot) trunk and
allows for hauling long items such as skis. The trunk held
my two large suitcases with much room to spare.

The optional 3.1-liter OHV V-6 engine, rated at 140
horsepower and 185 foot pounds of torque, is a nice
choice. The extra power provided by the V-6, as com-
pared to the 110-horsepower standard L-4 engine, was
nice to have and gives the Corsica — the consummate
small family sedan — a much sportier flair.

*40% Cash or Trade/24 Months * Quulit

1.75% | 2.7%

36 Months
pCTORY
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'509405
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TH VOLVO’S BEST VALUE PROGRAM

It’s one of the most powerful engines in its class and
although 1 found it a bit on the noisy side under strong
acceleration, for the most part it was quiet at cruising speeds
wlth only moderately néticeable ticking at idle.

EPA rates the optional 3.1-liter engine, when fitted with
the automatic transmission, at 20 mpg/city and 28 mpg/
highway with a combined fuel economy of 23 mpg. I filled
up twice and my fuel economy for mostly highway dnvmg
averaged 24.1 mpg.

Although the V6 has substantially more power than the
standard L4 engine, its fuel economy isn’t much less than
the standard 4-cylinder engine that rates 23 mpg/city and 31
mpg/highway with a combined average of 26 mpg.

Standard on all Corsicas is a driver’s-side air bag and
four-wheel anti-lock brakes. A brake-transmission shift
interlock that requires the driver to apply the brake pedal
before the car can be shifted out of *’Park’’ is new for ’93.

Even though this tester was arental car, it performed and
passed all tests with flying colors. If a rental car can come
through this nicely I wonder just how much better a brand-
new one would have fared. Not much, I'll bet.

Corsica has been one of GM’s bread-and-butter models
for several years. If the quality of the rental vehicle is any
indication, Corsica is asolid-value, roomy family sedan that
should continue to attract a substantial share of buyers in this
market segment.
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Well-schooled

H&R Block

It's not so taxing learning
about taxes the H&R Block
way

For thousands of Americans each fall, *back to school”
means learning about tax return preparation at one of H&R
Block’s more than 1,500 Income Tax Schools. Taught
nationwide, the course not only introduces students to the
subject of taxation, but also trains them for possible careers
as tax return preparers.

“We’re not the only people teaching tax preparation,”
says John Sherburne, H&R Block district manager. “But,
we have a vested interest in providing the public with good,
sound tax training. Many of our graduates become H&R
Block employees.”

The 66-hour course, taught by experienced H&R Block
preparers, is offered at times convenient for a variety of
schedules. “Many homemakers prefer our daytime classes
because they can attend while their children are in school,”
says Sherburne. “College students and retirees enroll in our
weekend classes since they come directly from work. The
subject has a great deal of interest for everybody because we
all pay taxes.”

Where the focus is

The classroom instruction focuses on practical applica-
tion in all major areas of individual income tax return
preparation and includes both federal and state returns.
Classroom discussion is reinforced with practice problems.
Topics include filing requirements, claiming dependents,
the new earned income credit, itemized deductions, job
related expenses, retirement plans, capital gains and losses,
depreciation, rental property, business returns, special rules
for children and more. Overlooked deductions and proven
tax-saving ideas will be highlighted. The course teaches
students how to save money on their own taxes and also
prepares them for a rewarding career.

Classes begin Sept. 13. Open houses wil be conducted at

several locations giving prospective students the opportunity
to meet instructors and review the course materials. You do
not need an accounting background or tax experience to
enroll. The affordable tuition includes textbooks and sup-
plies. Graduates will receive certificates of completion and
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6.6 continuing education
units.

“We will interview top
students for jobs with H&R
Block,” Sherburne says.
“There is, however, no obli-
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come Tax School can call
H&R Block toll free at 1-
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Ask the
manager

Continued from page 15

wrenching tale. And Rufo swears, he’ll never forget it. But
it’s not enough, it's not enough for the Sheriff of Suffolk
County to want to pull the switch on a convicted killer.

*...Despite all thatemotion, how I felt, how he [the son]
felt, how his widow, who'’s still alive felt— who supports
me, and his two daughters [felt], I am against the death
penalty because I could never put someone to death if I
didn’tbelieve [we] had the right man,” says Rufo. “Now, do
I believe in the concept? Sure, if [ knew for certain who shot
Jim O’Leary, you couldn’t peel me off that person. But the
system, as I see it with these eyes, as I've seen it with these
eyes for the past 16 1/2 years, is not capable of producing
the correct result in every instance. Therefore, if we were to
make one mistake, I couldn’t live with myself. So, I believe
in life without chance of parole — now, were into punish-
ment. And life without parole is probably more punishment
than taking someone’s life.”

A liberal soul lurking in a conservative’s body? Or a
conservative who wants to have it both ways — to have his
ideology and to have another, too? Go figure.

There’s little to figure out, however, concerning Rufo’s

view of Roache. Especially after-the remark attributed to
Roache that since Rufo had never actually walked a beat or
been “shot at,” he wasn’t qualified to portray himself as a
“law and order’ candidate.

“That’s preposterous,” says Rufo, his voice rising. “I
have worked within the law enforcement profession for 16
1/2 years, longer than Mickey Roache was police commis-
sioner. And one of the things I studied is modern day
policing strategies, and unfortunately for [Roache], the St.
Clair Report was an indictment on him to implement mod-
ern day policing strategies.

“...The difference [between Roache and me] is that I
point to my record. I was given a task and challenged as
sheriff to take the Corrections Dept. from the 19th century,
which Charles St. and Deer Island represented, and I was
able to see the 21st century, articulate what should be
represented in these two facilities to have embody a 21st
century approach to corrections. And then I was able to
implement it through a management style that gets things
done.

“I"'m known for getting things done. And I get the job
done on time, on budget, without any problems. And that’s
what managing in government is all about. It’s not necessar-
ily going for taxpayers’ funds, it’s not putting all your
friends and cronies on the payroll. It’s getting things done.”

Of licenses and blue lights

American Photo Co.
Photo I.D.'s
Passport Photos

Immigration Photos
While-U-Wait

Rufo feels all the flap over the “blue light” and license
plate incidents earlier in his campaign was way out of
whack. Here's an instance where the sheriff might even say
the punishment does not fit the crime.

“No, 1 wasn’t wrong, but it was blown way out of
proportion,” says Rufo.

Contrary to his being a villain, betrayer of the public
trust, doling out favors to people in high places, Rufo
explains David Mugar, former Channel 7 owner and the
other party in ["affaire blue light, already had a blue light

permitissued in 1979 from
the Registry of Motor Ve-
hicles for “newsgathering
purposes.” And Mugar
wanted to renew the per-
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privilege. Did I do anything wrong? No, I1don’t think I did.
It was blown way out of proportion.”

The license plate? '

Pretty much the same perception from Rufo. No wrong-
doing here, either. Blown way out of proportion. No big
deal.

Rufo, as he tells it, sold his car in 1986 to his sister-in-law
Barbara and she asked for the license plate, which was B5R.
According to Rufo, relatives may effect such a transfer by
writing a letter to the registrar to transfer a reserve plate to
another family member or relative. That’s it.

Oh, there was one other little thing — Rufo co-signed a
loan so his brother Michael could buy his first car. Rufo says
even though he was the co-signer, the car legally had to be
registered in his name, not his brother’s, but that his brother
went in himself for the license plate, 526R. It wasn’t his car,
says Rufo. It was his brother’s. But it was in his name
because of a technicality. He didn’t drive the car, his brother
did. That’s it, says Rufo.

“Did I do something wrong? Absolutely not— noteven
a tinge,” says Rufo.

Campaign contributions

“I never — and to this day I have never personally
solicited a campaign donation from an employee, even
though the law permits me to,” says Rufo. “I have been
stricter than the campaign finance laws even suggest | have
to be.”

Rufo expalined that when raising funds for sheriff, the
average employee contribution was $54 and employee
contributions made up 16 percent of his total contributions.
Since campaigning for mayor, Rufo has come out with a
new policy on contributions. He has set a limit of $100 from
any employee, takes no PAC money and discloses names of
contributors monthly.

Rosaria Salerno is the only other mayoral candidate who
has followed Rufo’s lead in monthly disclosures of cam-
paign financing. Although Rufo is quick to point out,
“[Salerno] is taking PAC money, which I find a bit hypo-
critical with her [supposed] position of not playing the old
boys’ political game.”

Plus Rufo says he’ll go even further with campaign
finance reform if elected mayor and will file legislation.

“I don’t like taking money from anybody — it’s the part
of the business that’s the worst,” says Rufo. “...My integrity
has never been questioned. I have never been cited by the
Campaign Finance Commission.”

The BC stadium expansion
and Paul Barrett

“T'have said loud and clear I stand with my neighbors and
their concerns are legitimate — in terms of the encroach-
ment by Boston College,” says Rufo. “I have said that since
day one. And BC is not going to be an exception to that
standard that I hold in high regard.”

Of Barrett, Rufosays, “The current BRA director may be
a little out of touch that as a public servant he should be
responsive to the persons he represents in his capacity as
BRA director. And it’s important for the mayor to set that
tone.”

Emphasizing he’s never been pressured by BC and never
will, Rufo says, “I’'m very proud to be a 1972 graduate of the
School of Management — I worked hard, I was a brown
bagger, I walked up and down Lake St. going to that
school...l didn’t stay there, I lived at home because I
couldn’t afford to live there...I worked my ass off to get
through school and I'm proud of that. But I don’t feel that
because BC afforded me an education — thatI worked hard
and paid for — that I have to somehow bend the rules and
have a double standard with respect to their football pro-
gram.,

On hacks at City Hall

“I haven’t done it in the Sheriff’s Dept. and I won’tdo it
at City Hall,” says Rufo. Each person that works for me —
from the custodians...right up to the highest levels of
management...everybody works hard; they put their full 8
hours and more in..."”

“When I go in [as mayor],” Rufo continues, “I am going
to start with a clean and fresh slate — I'm going to bring

Continued on page 23
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people to City Hall that reflect the work ethic and integrity
and the mission that I think the next mayor must articulate
for the future of Boston.”

The challenge ahead

It’s not like it was back in 1983 when Ray Flynn came
in as mayor, says Rufo.

“Money wasn't a problem then,” he says. “You could
throw vats of money at a problem; government wasn't run
like a business. Now, the challenge for the next mayor who
literally takes office after the Nov. 2 election [is to be] a
leader with executive experience, that can manage a budget,
thatknows how to turn back a surplus, thatknows how torun
government like a business with a bottome line — that
knows how to rightsize government and can manage in a
time when revenues are shrinking. That’s the challenge for
the next mayor. There’s no lifeline out there.”

Rufo says he welcomes the challenge. He’s “challenged
by the challenge,” he says, repeating a familiar phrase of his.
“That’s why I'm running for mayor,” he insists. “I am
challenged by the responsibilities of taking charge of the
entire Police Dept....

“What about the other 34 departments in the city? I can
name them. What about the School Dept.? Taking respon-
sibility for the School Dept. What about the Health and
Hospitals Dept. now that [Boston City Hospital] is coming
on line with a $172 million brand new building? That Ray’s
[Flynn] coming back from Rome [to] cut the ribbon on —
and we haven’teven figured out how we 're going to run that
thing, yet.

“Should it be an authority? Should it combine with
University Hospital because they're building a new build-
ing? What about these hospitals? Some of them have re-
serves over expenditures. They don’t use the “P” [profit]
word because that’s a swear word to them. Because they're
non-profit. Excess revenues over expenditures of $320
million in one hospital’s case. And we see people in Codman
Sq. and the Codman Sq. Health Center not even able to buy
glassine envelopes to put the pills in.”

The best candidate

Admitting he misses spending time with his family (wife
Annette and two sons, Derek and Peter) and has lost 20
pounds from a none too large frame to begin with, on the
campaign trail, Rufo says ithas been tough, but now with the
finish line within striking distance, he has never been more
focused.

“I worked hard to get where I am — [ started at the
bottom...I worked the clock and I have a tremendous sense
of what it is to get where you want to be...I'm trying to go
for it right now,” says Rufo.

His biggest advantage — what sets him apart from the
other candidates — is his management experience, says

Rufo. Where his rivals have only had to manage staffs no
larger than five and budgets in the $10-20 thousand range,
for the most part, Rufo once again underscores his staff of
1100 and his budget of $50 million.

“I’ve been able to manage in a tough and complex arm
of government,” says Rufo. **...My shop doesn’t close on
Friday at 5 and then we come back on Monday again.”
Rufo says for him the job is 7 days a week, 24 hours a day.
He’s always on call.

A Boston under his leadership, Rufo says, will be
“more livable, it will be cleaner...more friendly to
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DRAWINGS « PAINTINGS

* Have your pet's porirait drawn or
painted.

* Also available, paintings or
drawings of wildlife.

* Please call for a list of prices and
sizes.

617.782.6369

tourists...[and] to people in the neighborhoods. We’re
going to have a better school system, we're going to have
a world class city — a city people know that’s managed
properly, run like a business and managed efficiently.”

Striking up his “One Boston™ theme again, Rufo says,
“We shall have a single standard on everything that goes
on in Boston. I have said that since day one.”

To Rufo, day one seems a vestige from the distant past
at this point. It has been that type of grueling campaign —
20hours aday, seemingly never-ending forums, fundraisers
galore, housecalls, gladhanding, smiling, pounding the
pavement, getting his message out. But it has been worth
it to a man, who says he hasn’t lost sight of his roots.

And while he’s eager to set a new tone for Boston, a
solid management-oriented one — no riding shotgun on
firetrucks in the wee hours of the morning for this Brighton
boy made good — Rufo insists he "1l manage with compas-
sion. Whether you see him smiling or not.
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