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It was seven years ago this month that the last attempt to develop the
I~nd at 2000 Commonwealth Avenue came tumbling down. During constructIOn of the J6-story apartment complex, two years earlier, a portion of the

~ ~he UpS

June/ July 1979

building collapsed, killing four people On June 24 1972 (: th
h
b
..
.
, o n e sequence
s own a ove) a demolitIOn crew razed the remaining shell.
-Photos courtesy of the Boston Herald American

and Downs of 20nO C,nmm

by Susan Bregman
and Pat McGuigan
The plot at 2000 Commonwealth
Avenue is a troublesome piece of
land , Ask developer Jerome Rappaport, who hopes to put a 150-unit
high-rise apartment building there.
Ask the neighborhood residents,
who hope he doesn't. Ask former
state representative Norman Weinberg, who sponsored a bill to direct
the Metropolitan District Commission to turn the land into a park.
Ask the developer whose buildingin-progress collapsed there in 1971.

Rappaport has presented several
plans for a building on the site, all
of which have met vigorous community opposition. His two most
recent alternatives for "Commonwealth Reservoir Park" call for a
150-unit building-either 18 or 13
stories-with 90 underground parking spaces.
The building would combine luxury and subsidized apartments. The
former would rent at "market"
rates-about $600 to $700 a month
for a two-bedroom apartment.
Rappaport will seek a Chapter
121 - a tax agreement from the city.

This would fix his propert y taxes at
a rate calculated by the city and adjusted periodically. The BRA estimates his taxes on a I 50-unit building to be $300,000 per year for the
first three years.
(In order for the city to grant
2000 Commonwealth Avenue "121A" tax status, the Boston Redevelopment Authority wou ld have to
declare the area "substandard,
blighted, or decadent. " The original justification for "121-A" status
was that it provided incentive for
developers to build in areas that
would otherwise remain run-down.

But it is hard to see how an area
marketed as "Boston 's new waterfront" would be considered "substandard . "
In this case, it seems that " 121 A" stat us is planned to give a tax
break to a developer who would
build on the site anyhow . Such tax
break s will continue to be reflected
in everyone else's property tax
bills.)
In defense of hi s proposal to
bring more luxury housing into
Brighton Rappaport said, " Brighton is one of the most important

(continued on page 10)

WhereAreCDBG Funds? Inside the News
by Charlie Cristello
The mayor and city council have
come to terms over distributio n of
$24.9 million in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funds. After two months of council
hearings, Boston' s application is
being rewritten by the mayor and
will be submitted to the Department of Housing and Urban Development in mid-June . Funding for
accepted programs will be available
in August if HUD accepts the application.
The CDBG funding process.
serves as a timely reminder of the
lack of political power that frustrates the Allston Brighton commu- '
nity . The distribution of CDBG
funds is another indicator that
without representation on the city
council, Allston Brighton gets less

than its politically well-connected
neighbors in this city. The funding
process also reminds us that the
council itself is handcuffed by its
charter, and is little more than a
rubber stamp for the mayor on
budgetary matters.
Administration Costs High
CDBG funds are available to this
city from the federal government to
benefit its low and moderate income residents. However, Boston
spends 20-40 percent of this money
to administer the $24.9 million
grant; money that goes to City Hall
employees. The cities of St. Louis
and San Francisco distribute $27
million in grants while spending
..only 8-10 percent on administration.

(continued on page II)
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Signs such as this are becoming
Quite common in Cleveland Circle
today. On page 6 the Community
Ne ws takes a look at this rapidly
Changing neighborhood .
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Do you believe the
gas shortage is real?
Who is to blame?

L ~ wi s .
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Texaco SIal ion, Weslern A venue &
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No. It 's the oil companies holding

back. They're trying to get the price
up to about $1.00 a gallon. Next
month they'll be plenty of gas
around.

Subscriptions: For $5.00 per
year you can get the ABCN
mailed to your house.
Circulation: 5000 monthly to b~
distributed throughout AllstonBrighton
Advertising: The display advertising rate is $4.00 per column
inch. Columns a re 2 Y, inches
wide. Front page adve rti si ng is
not accepted.

THE BOSTON FOOD COOP
449 Cambridge St., Allston
is accepting new members.
AU interested people should stop

by o~ call787·1416.
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Mike Salamone, owner, Sully's Service Station, Cambridge Street
Yes, it 's real. I only have 80 percent
of last year's volume. I have to
block off pumps. It' s the government's fault. They should have decontro lled a long time ago, in 1973
and 1974. We would have had massive inOation for a while, but it
would have levelled off, and we
wouldn't be having a recession
now. Also, I think the oil companies might be diverting oil and
gas to Europe, since they can get

Yes. To a certain extent, Iran is part
of it, but it's mostly people driving
uselessly and too fast. I don't think

higher pri.ces there .

th e shortage will be over until

Rudy Garabedian, Cilgo Station,
Western Avenue

people realize it's for real and stop
wasting gas.

SAVINGS

Charlie Bere, AI Green's Olympia
Service Station, North Harvard
Street.
No. The oil companies are trying to
get the price up. And the government is behind them. When they get
up 10 $1.25 a gallon, you'll have all
the gas you want, probably by the
end of the year.
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FROM THE BANK WITH THE BEST-PAID SAVERS.
Our savers earn the best
interest any bank is allowed to pay
on no-notice savings accounts.
You can't do better at any bank
without tying up your money for a
term of 90 days or more.
So if you want to be one of the
best-paid savers in any bank, save
in one of our savings accounts.
For those looking to earn even more. be sure to ask about the
availability of our _other attractive investment accounts. All deposits
and interest earned are insured in full.
,e Banks 01 Mas.

5%% Regular Savings Account
~ R3 ~
5%% Paid-Up Savings Account •
~
~
5%% Monthly Systematic Savings Account ~_~
.•:_:

Why settle for doing a little better?
Do your best with us.

O-.pos"S

'nsu,ed\~

"Save In Sl00ml.lU'ples IJrAOends Wlfl be mailed toyou lfIa check or autOOlallca!1y deposrted Irto a 5v.'lb Sa....ngs Acro..nt

BRIGHTON
CO-OPERATIVE BANK
414 WASHINGTON ST ..
BRIGHTON CENTER ST2 · 5570
157 BRIGHTON A'I E .. ALLSTON ST2 -5203

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 797 7
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The Allston-Brighton Little
now
at
WaShington
Street, next to the Post Office, in Brighton Center. All of the services of the
former office at Harvard and Commonwealth are now offered at the new location. The Little City Hall is open Monday through Friday from 9 (0 5. For
more information, call 783-0830.
John Hair Slylists
N;llur;11 CUh S5
8lnw -dri C U{~ SIO
Perm ;ul cnlS
Il .HlA Cnnun Ave
AllslOll 566 ·-.211

LA MAROTTA
(formerly Edward's)
Men and Women
Blowcuts $10
Perms and Hennas
181 Harvard Avenue
(corner of Glenville)
254-2653
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A Great
Italian Restaurant

LUNCH-DINNER
12Wilton St., Allston
off Cambridge St.,
near Harvard Ave.

783-5701

-
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ELDERLY

'Get Off Your R_ockers,'·~uhn Urges Elders

by Anthony Barnes
Boston Seniority Staff
Some smiled, others nodded in
agreement and some clapped, but
everyone, students and elders alike
in the crowded auditorium at Lowell University, acknowledged the
sentiment of Maggie Kuhn, founder
of the Gray Panthers and a selfprofessed "conspirator for social
change."
Kuhn was in Massachusetts last
month to attract new "conspirators" from among the ranks of the
state's young and old, by spreading
the philosophies and goals of the
Gray Panthers.
She carried out her mission in
what some might assume to have
been an exhaustive two-day speaking tour in which she made eight appearances
throughout
Eastern
Massachusetts. However, for the
energetic Gray Panther leader, the
trip seemed more like a leisurely
stroll. Kuhn says she gives at least
two speeches a day, 300 days a year'.
This particular day was no different.
Her tour began at \0 a.m. on

May 2, at Merrimack College in
Andover. From there she went to
Lowell University where she addressed a press luncheon before delivering her speech to the students.
Her talks with the students were
largely s;entered on dispelling the
notions of a generation gap separating the young and the old, and
pointing out maps common prob-

lems the two groups share which
she said would bring them together.
"The old and the young are not
taken seriously enough," she began. "No one cares what the
young think and no one cares what
the old think. We are not a part of
the decision-making process ."
"Both the old and the young
have trouble getting jobs," she continued. "The young due to lack of
experience and the old because
they're considered useless."
According to Kuhn, the young
and the old both find it hard to obtain credit and are both "into the
drug scene."
"The difference, " she explained
with a trace of irony, "is the pushers who hook the young on drugs
get severe penalties, but the Dushers

, an "old feminist," a "radical,"
- a nd as an elder radical in the 1970's
perhaps a bit ahead of her time.
However, she feel s elders cannot
wait unJiJ....o

t •.. - ...... . 1.. ____ ;

sidered appropriate for old people
to become activists. Elders she says,
must "get off their rockers" today
and prepare for the more difficult
problems they will face tomorrow.
Kuhn predicts that because the
population is steadily growing
older, by the 21st Century, the nation will be faced with increased economic difficulties due to shortages
in the labor force.
She said that because elders are
traditionally excluded from the
labor force, the U.S. will be unable
to cope. with the increased economic pressure brought about by the
existence of more elders needing
more services and yielding less financial power.
She conside~s the primary problem facing elders to be the lack of
an adequate living income.-E~e

RENT-A-KID

470 WASHINGTON STREET. B1HGHTON
782-3535

SUMMER CAMPING
A CHOICE OF FOUR FINE PROGRAMS
Res ident Ca mping

PLEASANT VALLEY CAM P (for girl s 8-15)
Lake Wentworth . NH - 2-week sess ions/$195
NORTH WOOD S CAM P (for boys 8-15)
Lake Winnipesa ukee - 4-week sess ion/$510
CAMP CA BOT - Cabot Rese rvation. Waltham
(boys and girl s. 6-13) 2-week sessio ns/$70
SUMME R FUN CLU B - All ston Brighton YMCA
(boys and gi rl s 6-12) 1-week sessions/$25
POOH 'S CAM P - All ston Brighto n YMCA
(boys and gi rl s 3-6) 1-week sess ions/$20
SUMMER SWIM LESSONS BEGIN JUNE 25
Choice of 8-week'crr+week program
June / July 1979

(drug industry and doctors) who
addict us to valium and thorazine
get rich."
After a brief ceremony where she
was named an honorary citizen of
.Lowell, an honor she promised to
take advantage of by "coming back
to vote," Kuhn began her speech, a
45 minute discussion frequently
punctuated by anecdotal expressions of her view of life for elders.
Some examples follow:
• Senior citizens' discounts-"I
call them novacai ne. Discounts are
no substilUte for an adequate living
income."
• Passive elders- "They're wrinkled babies, programmed by
younger staff persons to play games
and sing silly so ngs , things a threeyear-old would find stupid a nd boring . "
• On elders becoming "old radicals"-"You have nothing to lose
but your boredom."
• On marijuana-"It's one of
nature's herbs that heals us. I've
smoked ajoint or two."
• About why elder stereotypes' exist - " We act the part. "
• On facelifts-"I would never
have a facelift. I've worked hard
for my wrinkles."
Maggie Kuhn considers herself

Handy Helper for yo u
Babysitters
Law n Ra king
Painting
House Cleaning
General Ma inte na nce

Moving
Hire teenagers throug h the non-

profit Rent-A-Kid Program (RAK).
OUf 14 through 17 year aIds are
read y. wi ll ing. and ab le to provide
needed services e ither o n a tempora ry or ste ad y basis. All a p plican ts
have been interv iewed.

GERRY COLEMAN
ALLSTO N-BRIGHTON
ACTION CENTER
14 3 Ha rvard Ave .. Allston
Mon.-Fri . 9:00-5:00
783 -1485
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this , she feels' there is a growing attitude among politicians '(due primarily to the focu s on property tax
reduction) of, "those old people
have got too much."
Despite her rigorous schedule,
she says she will find time to relax
with her two cats and "more than a
hundred" houseplants in her ageintegrated, congregate style home
in Philadelphia .
On the following day, May 3, her
schedule was just as busy. At nine
o'clock she appeared on the Good
Day television show, at ten she met
with the students at Newton Sout h
High School, later at 4 p.m. she
spoke at the Harvard School of
Public Health, at 6 p.m. , she a ppeared at Faneuil Hall for the
"May is for Older Bostonians" celebration, and finally, at 8 p.m. , she
taped a radio show with David
Brudnoy.
At Harvard , where the audience
comprised mostly students, Kuhn
spoke of Gray Panther actions
against the medical industry and
profession.
.
There she recalled demonstrations and other Gray Panther activities designed to "rattle t he
AMA" into making changes . She
mentioned the Gray Panther fight
against "hearing aid ripoffs, " and
of the "new role" of nurses who
she said are finally being relieved of
~~~!!.

__.r.9.1es

as

"doctor'~

h~nrl, _

Kuhn also mentioned a fairly new
concept in health care that she
would like to see greatly expanded
because of its overall benefit to eIders.
"Health Teams, " she said, incorporate all specialized fields of medicine into a team approach to health

care.
At Faneuil Hall, where the gath'ering consisted almost exclusively
of elders, her speech was brief, but
its content just as potent as the message she delivers in her more
lengthy discussions .
And, as in the case with her longer speeches, at its conclusion, as she
•
. stood at center stage with both fists
. clenched high above her diminutive
frame , Maggie Kuhn was showered
with applause.

A Fantasy of Maggie
Viler that which grandly speeds
On its wing in space;
Tell a tale of hero deeds
Of both vim and grace.
March in weather, warm or cold,
heading a parde
Of the league of young and old,
With high truth for mate.
Or just linger by my side,
And I 'll smile through tears:
Love, the solace, takes new pride
In long quenchless years.
- Isido re
In 1977, Maggie Kuhn named Isidore Levitt the poet laureate of the
Gray Panthers.
PageJ
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Silkwood Legacy Haunts the Nuclear Industry
...

u'

by Susan Compernolle

.'

On May 19 a federal ' court
awarded damages to the estate of
Karen Silkwood in its case against
th~ Kerr-McGee plutonium processing plant, where Silkwood
worked, The' decision hold KerrMcGee responsible for contaminating Silkwood with plutonium. In a
precedent-setting decision, the estate was awarded damages of
$505,000 and punitive damages of
$10 million, the largest punitive
damages ever awarded : The decision is a major victory for the antinuclear movement and holds grave
implications for the future of the
nuclear industry.
The verdict holds the nuclear industry absolutely liable for the escape of low-level plutonium. If lowlevel radiation escapes from a nuc- .
lear power plant and harms people
outside the plant, the company
must pay damages, even if it has
met government safety standards
and has done its best to prevent the
radiation from escaping. Negligence on the part of the company
does not have to be shown.
In addition, Judge FranK Theis
ruled that bodily injury consists of
damage to tissues, bones, or cells
that may be undetectable at the
Since

most form s of cancer take about 20
years to develop, this ruling is of
great importance.
A Worried Industry
The decision also marks the first
time that the doctrine of "secret"
liability has been considered in an
incident that is not a major catastrophe. By applying the doctrine to
less serious, but potentially more
frequent, nuclear accidents, the decision worried the industry and its
insurers.
"We had hoped for no award
and we certainly hope this will be
appealed," said James Wyatt, senior vice president of the Hartford
Group Insurance Company, one insurer of nuclear plants.
It's almost inevitable that this
will have an adverse impact on the
nuclear industry," added Carl
Goldstein, vice president of the
Atomic Industrial Forum, a trade
group that promotes nuclear power.
If this precedent is applied to the
Three Mile Islancl accident, as it is
certain to' be, there is no telling
what losses the industry and its insurers will sustain. All that anyone
will need to show is that radiation
escaped from the plant in harmful
quantities in March .

.

Breeder Reactors
The trial also puts the nuclear industry in a bad light. The KerrMcGee plant, where Silkwood
worked, was processing plutonium
for possible use in a breeder reactor
at Clinch River, Tennessee. The
success of the breeder reactor is essential to the nuclear industry, since
it uses plutonium, a by-product' of
the uranium used in ordinary nuclear power plants. Uranium, like all
natural resources, is expensive and
in short supply. But because the
*
.
breeder reactor uses plutOnIum
both the fuel and wastes are even
more highly radioactive, and the
entire operation more dangerous
than conventional nuclear plants.
The only breeder reactor in the
country was in the Enrico Fermi
plant in Detroit, and this was closed
in 1972 after a partial core meltdown. The reactor at Clinch River
has not opened, because of the controversy within the industry itself
about the breeder reactor. ,
Several workers testified to KerrMcGee's flagrant disregard of
worker health and safety standards.
Kerr-McGee was also shown to
have routinely falsified photographs of defective fuel rods. Westinghouse, which is building the
Clinch River plant, quietly termin-

ated its contract with Kerr-McGee
in 1975.
Silkwood's Civil Rights
The decision is sure to be appealed. Kerr-McGee, of course,
hopes that the decision will be reversed. The Silkwood estate hopes
that only the amount will be lowered, and that the actual deCIsion
will be allowed to stand.
The estate is appealing the dismissal of a charge of harrassment
of Silkwood for her union activities
under the Civil Rights Act, rather
than the National Labor Relations
. Act. Right now, the Civil Rights
Act outlaws private and anti-civil
rights conspiracies only against
classes of citizens defined exclusively by race or ethnic origins. I f this
count is heard and won, unions
would be established as "protected
groups" under the Civil Rights Act.
The National Labor Relations
Act provides only for a hearing before the National Labor Relations
Board.
If protected under the Civil
Rights Act, union members would
be allowed to have their case heard
in a federal court. This added protection would be a great victory for
labor, since the NLRB as it now
stands is often ineffective and inadequate.
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Cronyism Threatens Court,Reform
by Stephen Lewis
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Under the United States laws, a
person who is accused of a crime
has the right to a speedy trial, a lawyer, an impartial judge, and a jury
of his or her peers. Unfortu nately ,
they don't have a right to a judicial
system that is free from patronage,
nepotism, racial prejudice, and
sexual discrimination.
When we think of a judicial system, we usually think of judges,
jurors, and attorneys . These are the
positions of high visibility. There
are many other people, however,
who comprise the judicial system
and who play an important role in
how fair and smooth-running the
system is. These are the Probation
Officers, Court Officers, Court
Clerks, secretaries, and ot her co urt
personnel.
The court system in Massachusetts is a very closed affair . Some
people have described it as one of
the most archaic state systems in the
country. Michael Dukakis realized
tbis wh ile he was governor and
helped push through court reform
bill that was designed to elimin ate
some of the worst abuses.
T he budget for the judicial system as well as for the Executive and
Legislative branch agencies is controlled by the Legislature. Thus the
legislators have a tremendous
amo unt of bargaining power when
they need jobs fo r friends or acq uaintances, or other favors. A
good example of this is th e case of
former State Rep. Raymond Boffetti who was sworn in as an Assistant Clerk in the Attleboro court.
He was a three-term representative
and a plumber by trade. Neither
practice would seem to be particularly instructional in how to be an
Assistant Clerk . The new court
standards required a college degree
or four years experience in a Clerk's
office. This is a seeminglY minimum request for a position which
start s at a salary of $20,000 a year.
Mr . Boffetti met neither qualifi cation and so he had to leave the
position. However, the Massachusetts House has now passed a bill
that would exempt this position
from the new personnel standards.
It would in fact, exempt 600 court
jobs for the positions of Assistant
Clerk and Assistant Register of
Probate from the new standards.
The reason for maintaining the
standards as low as possible is that
it allows maximum opportunities
for patronage and nepotism. The
stricter the standards, th e fewer the
people who will meet those standards.

a
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What this has created, is a judi.cial system staffed, to . a great
extent, by friends and relatives of
judges, legislato rs, and influential
people. In fairness to court employees, it may be said that being a
friend or relative of someone's
doesn't make them incompetent or
even mediocre. It does allow , however, many unqualified or underqualified people to obtain jobs in
this fas hi on .
In order to understand what is
happening with court reorganization today, we must look back a
few years. In 1970, the League of
Women Voters began to investigate
ways of improving the running of
the courts in Massachusetts. A few
years later, the Cox Commission
began doing a similar type of stud y.
Both groups came to many o f the
same conclusions. Cox's nam e and
fame were plusses for the effort s at
court reform. Michael Dukakis
then introduced legislation that
would drastically alter the court
system in this state, based on the
Commission's report. The battle
was on for passage of the legislation. Dukakis's rocky relations with
the legislature didn't help in this
fight. Eventually the bill was comprom ised into a package that everyone would accept. There is reason
to believe that many legislators
didn't realize how much power they
were giving up. Hence, the overwhelming vote recently in the
House to exempt some positions
and to regain some power.
Now there is very little pressure
to continue with court reform except for some efforts by the League
of Women Voters. Governor King
has not taken a public posit ion on
the bill to exempt positions, so it

must be assumed that he is not a
proponent of court reform .
There are some key areas to court
reorgan ization which, if hindered
by the legislature or other force s,
could for all practical purposes,
destroy the whole idea of co urt reform. The personnel area is one of
these. In o rder for there to be refo rm, there must be a system of
standard salari es for the same positions, personnel policies spelled out
in black and white, standard job
descriptions with appropriate qualifications that are consistent with
the job to be performed , and when
there are vacancies to be filled, the
general public must have access to
a pply and to know about the vacancies. All of these things were no nexistent prior to the court reorgani zation bill becoming law.
Another aspect of perso nnel in
the courtS is affirmative action.
Co urt jobs tend to be held by white
males, particularly in the higher
paying positions. This is because
the people who use their influence
to control these posit ions are
usually white and male. Patronage
and nepotism therefore affect
minorit y people and women even
more detrimentally than white
males because they don't have the
conne~tions to take advantage of it.
One current personnel practice is
the use of per diem court officers.
These are officers who are hired on
a day by day basis as they are
needed. There are 200 to 250 employees in thi s position throughout
the state. They have no benefits or
job security . One future goal of the
Trial Court is to do a needs assessment to find out where these people
are needed and to develop a better
employment plan for them . Pres-

AGAIN,
FIRST WITH THE MOST
On Regular Passbook Accounts
from July 1:
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HEALTH
CENTER

a feminist self·help center

Abortion Care

ab ilities
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547 ·2302

women worker owned
and controlled

~

through

fo ul'

;

fraser and wise
attorneys at law

Josh's Bike Shop
Quality Repai rs

639 Mass. Ave . (Central SQ .)

Cambridge, MA

acq u\red

years o f professional lega l experience in an office of a Clerk of
Go urt o r Register of Probate."
These jobs pay about $18,000 a
year. First Assistant Clerk goes to
about $20,000 a year and requires a
little more experience. Do they
sound inviting? Wonder why you
haven't seen any openings posted?
It' s because they aren't advertised
pub licl y. Remember these are the
new requirements. Prior to court
reorganization even these minimum
standards were non-existent.
The problems mentioned in this
article abo ut the judicial system
only reflect the tip of the iceberg.
Obviously, the people involved in
the running of this system aren't
going to be too quick to criticize it.
The problems do affect profoundly
the cit izens of this state. People are
paying good tax money to support a
bad and corrupt court system . This
corruption certainly affects the law
enforcement on one end and the
correctional system on the other
end. And, it is denying man y good
citizens from Massachusetts a
chance at jobs in the system.

200 1 Beacon Street
Brighton, Mass. 02146
Tel: 566-1745

People's Federal Savings and Loan
Association

Pregnancy Sc reen.l ng
(Urine and Blood Tests)
Self·Help • Referrals

ently, this system is free for abuse,
both of the taxpayers' money and
of these Court Officers.
Another key area of co urt reform
is the abili ty of the Tria l Co urt to
assign judges and cou rt personnel
to different co urts. The advantage
of this is that it allows for more efficiency in the processing of cases
thro ugh the co urts. The d isadvantage in the eyes of the old patronage
system is that it break s up little
"clubs" in the various courts and
brea ks up the ability to promote up
through the ranks in that small
circle because of who you know.
The legislature is attacking court
reorganization in another way .
There have been some substantial
cuts recommended in the budget
for the Trial Co urts Administrative
offices. The legislature has cut
$18,000,000 from their $128,000,000 budget. This may seem like a
big savi ngs fo r the taxpayers but it
wi ll cripple the Trial Court and the
money will most likely be placed
back in the budget to hire someone 's relatives.
The rewards of having the right
connectio ns can be substant ial.
Under th e new current ly proposed
personnel standards, an Assistant
Clerk of Co urt or Assistant Register o f Probate requires a "college
degree or knowledge, skills, and

One Day Service

Brighton Center
254-0707

Open !uesday-Saturday' 10-6:30
11349 Commonwealth Ave.

~ -.

783·1091
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SPECIAL REPORT
enough to get into subsidized housing like the units on Wallingford
Road that offer "protected situations" with a maximum of safety
and convenience.
Yet what about those elderly persons who may live alone, in privately owned buildings? Ellman said
that the JCC is trying to identify
and help them. But a problem sti ll
remains.
Residents Respond ... Slowly
The murder has stirred up a lot of
people about the future of Cleveland Circle, but most of them seem
to live in Brookline. What about
the Brighton residents and merchants?
Cleveland Circle does not have a
history as an activist community.
Many of its residents are transient.
Because of its proximity to Boston
College, the area is popular with
students, who often are oblivious to
neighborhood concerns-if not the
focus of those concerns.
But even the permanent residents
have been slow to take action. At
an informal meeting on May 29,
several Cleveland Circle residents
discussed their concerns about the
neighborhood and the possibility of
forming a Cleveland Circle civic
group. While there are no definite
plans for the organization yet,
Helene Solomon of Beacon Street
said that the group plans to meet
again soon.
Solomon, who has lived in Cleveland Circle for four years, said that
the primary concerns of the group
would probably be the increase in
crime and the growing number of
vacant stores.
Charles Crawford, who is blind,
added that he'd like to "tie in such
a citizen's coalition with the power
and expertise of the disabled and elderly movements."
A Cleveland Circle Civic Association has been around for some 20
years now. But according to its
president, Irwin Greenberg of
Cleveland
Circle
Hardware,
meetings are called only in times of
trouble.
Greenberg was trying to organize
a meeting as this issue went
press; the agenda would include the
need for more police protection,
trash removal, and enforcement of
parking regulations.
Turnover in Stores
These are important, but there is
a larger issue at Cleveland Circle.
The turnover in stores has been rapid and noticeable-especially recently. Hospital Pharmacy, Eat-

on's, Hellas Pizza, H&R block
(and Scoop's Ice Cream before
that) are all gone, and no one has
replaced them . Perhaps the biggest
loss is Chestnut Hill Market, there
for 52 years ("A bad blow for the
Circle," said Greenberg).
These stores were reportedly
forced to leave because of sudden
sharp increases in their rents under
the former ownership of Victory
Realty .
Who now moves into these stores
could largely determine the future
of Cleveland Circle. What seems to
be a "change" coula make a pattern if more fast food Stores and
high-priced chains move into the
area. I f that happens, it is certain
that transiency will increase and local residents will continue to do
their regular shopping elsewhere.
With these stores up for grabs, the
Circle is clearly at a turning point.
Hamilton Realty, whicl1 recently
acquired the Cleveland Circle property that includes these vacant
stores, is aware of this. Bob Samia,
general manager at their Brighton
Avenue office, said that they are
hoping to interest some small local
businesses in the now-vacant stores.
One prospective tenant, a beauty
salon, has already shown an interest
in renting the store formerly occupied by Hellas Pizza. Meanwhile
the other stores will remain available. Samia said that he had "once
heard" of some large chains being
interested in the area, but that
nothing has materialized.
Hamilton Realty plans to invest
about $ 150,000 in "sprucing up"
the property. Samia hoped that
these
improvements-including
new stores fronts and a heating system overhau l-will help to attract
"some solid tenants." But until
these "solid tenants" are secured,
the future of Cleveland Circle will
remain uncertain.
Of course, some healthy local
business will not alone reverse the
trend towards deterioration in
Cleveland Circle. The problems
that have been cited by residents,
merchants, police, and other concerned people have been developing
for several years.
The problems are all clearly related, but efforts to solve them have
been isolated and sporadic. This
points to what some have called
Cleveland Circle's biggest problem-the lack of a sense of neighborhood. And unless concerned area people can coordinate their efforts as 'neighborhoods in a joint
project, their awareness of Cleveland Circle's problems may have
come too late.
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The BRA Looks ,at
Monastery Hill
Monastery
Hill-the
area
bounded by Commonwealth Avenue, Washington, Cambridge, and
Warren Streets-is dominated by
institutions. Its 65 acres comprise
St. Gabriel's Monastery, Fidelis
Way, St. Elizabeth's Hospital, the
U.S. Public Health Hospital, and
Brighton High School, to name a
few.
The Passionist Fathers are eager
to sell St. Gabriel's and have been
trying to interest developers in the
land for some time. In recognition
that any development of St. Gabriel's affects the surrounding area,
the Monastery Hill Planning Task
Force has been set up to develop a
comprehensive plan for the future
of the entire hill.
"One of the problems in the city
over the last 15 years is that they
plan one site with no consideration
of the area around ' it," said Joe
Smith, co-chairperson of the task
force. "St. Gabriel's isn't the only
area in transition in this community, and unless you plan the whole
area this community could be in
serious trouble in the next 15
years."

The task force, co-chaired by
Smith, who is president of the Allston Civic Association, and Robert
J. Ryan, director of the Boston Redevelopment Authority, includes
representatives from the affected
institutions and a number of civic
organizations (see box). Task force
members will work with consultants

to develop a comprehensive plan
for the area. Ryan expects this to be
a public process and hopes to have
a plan ready by September.
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Joe Smith Announces Task Force
Funding for the consultant and
planning process comes from the
Blue Cross/Blue Shield ($15,000),
the City of Boston's Department of
Health and Hospitals ($20,000),
and the U.S. Public Health Service
($15,000).
The task force has raised hopes
that at last the future of St. Gabriel's and the surrounding area will
be planned with community needs
and interests in mind. But it has
raised questions, too. Why are
health care providers the only
groups putting up planning money?
Does this suggest that the hospitals
plan to expand? How were the
community representatives chosen?

Monastery Hill Task Force
Co-Chairpersons:
Robert J. Ryan
Boston Redevelopment Authority
Joseph M. Smith
Allston Civic Association
Community Representatives
Ann Muenster
Little City Hall
Mary Murphy
Brighton Citizens Association
Mary McCusker
Washington Hill Civic Association

Rabbi Abraham Halbfinger
Temple Kadimah-Toras Moshe
Loretta Cedrone
Kilsyth Terrace
Lucy Tempesta
Shannon Street
Institutions & Agencies
Kevin Feeley
Boston Housing Authority
Joanne Bluestone
Health Planning Council for
Greater Boston

Brian Gibbons
Community Beautification Council

Byron' J. Matthews
Secretary of Communities
& Development

Orlando Isaza
Commonwealth Health
Improvement Program

Father Justinian Manning
Passionist Fathers

Bart McDonough
Commonwealth Tenants
Task Force

David Rosenbloom
Commissioner of Heal! h
& Hospitals

Joe Sullivan
Priscilla Road

William Skerry
St. Elizabeth's Hospital

Paul Creighton
Area Planning Action Council

Leon White
Blue Cross/Blue Shield

John Melia
State Representative

Robert Wood
Boston School Department
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B )ttle Bill Meets Bottleneck
by Charles Cristello
The Bottle Bill is up for consideration again in the Massachusetts
Legislature . Last year, Sen. Frank
McCann's vote killed the measure
that would require a 5 cent deposit
on beverage bottles and cans. There
is no escaping the fact that if Frank
McCann had voted in favo r, the 2020 deadlock defeat would have
been turned into a 21-19 victory.
The next time you are ~a lking in
your
neighborhood,
avoiding
broken glass or empty six packs on
the curb, remember Frank McCann
could have changed all that.
Rep. John Melia's opposition to
the Bottle Bill has been as consistent if not as conspicuous. With
each call of the roll on the bill John
Melia will be found listed under
Democrats voting against. Although his district voted 6,100 to
3,800 in favor of the bill in the 1976
referendum, John Melia chooses to
ignore the will of hi s constituents
on this issue. Allston-Brighton' s
other representative, William Galvin, has been a supporter of the
Bottle Bill.
Prices, Litter Decrease
If there is an explanation for the
way legislators McCann and Melia
have voted on this bill, it is not to
be found in an examination of the
issues. The confusion about tile
cost of the Bottle Bill to cons umers
has been settled, and the experience
of other Bottle Bill states has been

positive. The Environmental Protection Agency has refuted the
claim, widely publicized by opponents in 1976, that the bill would cost
a family $100 more each year. Since
approximately 55 percent of the
cost of beer and 45 percent of the
cost of soft drinks is due to packaging, prices should go down with the
implementation of reusable bottles
and can recycling. When prices do
not decrease, companies have chosen to keep the savings for themselves rather than pass it along to
consumers. In areas where there is
com petition, lower prices result
from the bill, as in the case of Vermont. In some instances, like
Maine, brewers have rai sed their
prices after adopting reusables in an
attempt to anger consumers and
begin an immediate recall drive.
The petition campaign to that effect in Maine has been led by a relative of a brewer.
Residents of Allston-Brighton

are well aware of the large amoullt
of broken or empty containers left
on the streets. The increase in the
drinking age has not noticeably affected the volume of, the trash. But
passage of the Bottle Bill has been
shown to have an i!lll3act on the litter problem. In Maine, there was a
91 percent decrease in beverage
container litter after six months. It
is also expected that state-wide, $5
million would be saved by cities and
towns si nce there would be less
waste to collect.
Small retailers have claimed that
they will ·be overburdened by the returned bottles and cans they will
have to handle. They argue that
they will have to hire more employees, build storage space, and that it
will cost them 4.6 cents a bottle to
handle the returns while they will
only receive a penny a bottle from
the 5 cent deposit. But retailers in
Vermont and Oregon handle the
returns for only a fraction of a pennya bottle and keep what is left.
Plant Closings and Employment
Although it is hard to understand
the opposition of legislators Melia
and McCann to a bill benefiting
their constituents, the intent of
brand-na me beer and soda makers
is clear. The trend in the industry is
for the parent corporation, for exa mple, Pepsi, to buyout local , independently owned bottling fra nchises and to consolidate their operations, and profits, in large regional
facilities.

L( cal Bank Has New Look
Maurice Sullivan, President of
the People 's Federal, provided us
with these thoughts on the occasion
of the bank's refurbishing.
The new People's Federal Savings & Loan Association building in
Brighton Center stands today as a
tribute to the representative cit izens
of the Allston-Brighton area . The
st urd y and picturesque modern
structure represents the effect of
the blue collar and the brown-bag
lunch, the badges of the ordinary
man' s and woman 's quest for
security and economic progress.
It harbors the fruits of the
endeavors of the business and professional persons who reside and
engage in practice here in testimony
to their belief in the present and the
future ·:Jf the district.
A fe w years ago, two representatives cf HUD from New York and
Washington engaged in a study of
low- and middle-income residential
facilities, family income not exceeding $9,000 annually as the basis for
determination at that time, initiated
a study in the local area. Matt Hanley, a representative of the Mayor's
office, referre.d the two to Maurice
Sullivan, President of the People's
Federal, who with John Herlihy,
Treasurer, provided statistics as to
allocation 0 f mortgages to Allston
md Brighton. A glowing report as
Page 8
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to the cooperation of the Association with the government representatives and as to the aid accorded to
mortgage applicants was en tered by
'the persons who conducted the
investigative enterprise.
The People's' Federal, with its
colleague, Brighton Co-operative,
still reputedly leads the district in
the providing of mortgage assistance to Allston and Brighton residents. The People's Federal is presently catering to its local depositors
primarily.
The Brighton Historical Society
has cooperated magnanimously
with the Association in its study
and selection of art bearing local
significance for the decoration of
its walls. We have selected a reproduction of the Cattle Yard Hotel,

dated"
Our bank occupies the site of the
hotel , and the beams of the nowgone hostelry are the support
(physically, of course) of the
banking edifice.
The Community Beautification
Council (CBC), has had published
its tribute to the effort. The agency
so actively engaged in the environmental betterment of the area
asserts, "The CBC would like to
congratulate Maurice Sullivan and
the People's Federal Savings upon
the grand opening of their newly
decorated facility. The bank, one
of the finest in the area for many
years, has completed an e.xtremely
active job on its appearance which
improves the Brighton Community
area. "

Allston-Brighton Community News

Last July , Pepsi moved its bottling facilities from Western Avenue
in Allston to Rhode Island. Only a
. distribution center remains. Over
the years, Coca I Cola has closed its
bottling operations in Boston,
Worcester, and Lynn, and has consolidated in Needham and Nashua,
New Hampshire. it even voted its
warehouse from Soldi ers Field
Road , and has sold that land to the
state.
Ironically, the Bottle Bill would
have prevented the parent corporations from buying out franchises
and closing them. According to a
report prepared for the Office of
Environmental Affairs, reusable
containers necessitate local bottling
operations, since it is not profitable
to transport bottles two ways over a
long distance. The Bottle Bill also
would restore the market advantage
to bottlers and brewers 0 f local
brands that disappeared with oneway containers.
In light of these facts ,-it is no surprise that the first bottle bill was introduced in Maine in the 1940's by
small brewers who said that without
the bill they would be forced out of
business. They were right.
A recent st udy predicts an o verall
increase of 2,000 jobs by the mid1980's if the Bottle Bill is passed.
These would be mostly high-wage,
union jobs and some lower-paying
retail jobs. The loss in the bottlemaking industry would be overcome by increases in the trucking,
botrling, and warehousing sectors.
National Bottle Bill
The threat of a national Bottle
Bill is a lso a factor in the heavy lobbying against the Massachusetts
bill, according to Mark Webber, a
Brighton resident who coordinates
the Committ ee for a Massachusetts
Bottle Bill. The Massachusetts congressional delegation is very influent ial nationally unlike other states
that have a lready adopted the bill
a nd co uld provide important leadership for the national bill . Even
bottling industry studies show that
a national bill would save about
80,000 barrels of oi l a day. Recycling cans saves 95 percent of the
energy used to prod'lce new cans.
In thi s time of tight oil , that is no
small considerat ion.
What Will "Can Do" Do?
If the Bottle Bill passes, despite
the efforts of our two local legislators, Governor Ed King would
still have to sign it into law. Governor King is no friend of the Bottle
Bill, although he is aware of the
jobs it would create. It would be a
huge contradiction for him to veto
the bill after all the time he has
spent talking about the need for
jobs. He would also be passing up
an ideal opportunity to improve his
sagging popularity rating throughout the state. However, King does
not act like a politician, for better
or for worse, and there is no telling
what he will do.
June/ JUly 1979
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Solar Solution

by Tom Gallagher

This is the second pwt of a twopart series on a solar-based energy
system, The articles summarize a
series wr.itten by Dr, Barry Commoner in the New Yorker magazine,
Dr, Commoner will be speaking
~t the Paine Music Hall at harvard
University on Sunday, June 24, at 8
p,m,
" Gasohol," a combination of alcohol and gasoline, has been making the news r~cently. Although it
now costs more to produce than
gasoline, many states have exempted gasol:ol from fuel excise
taxes, thereby making it competitive with pure gasoline. (Gasohol
and alcohol both give better mileage than gasoline.) Brazil is currently building 200 alcohol production plants and is planning to replace gasoline with alcohol entirely.
(Most automobiles on the road
today cannot use more than 10 to
20 percent alcohol mixed with gasoline. Future engines, however,
could be modified to burn 100 percent alcohol.)
Commoner suggests that the
U.S. adopt the same policy to fuel
heavy vehicles such as airplanes and
large trucks. Although alcohol production also suffers from the problems of inadequate production
methods, it- appears that even in
1979 farmers will be able to turn a
profit on alcohol production, And,
of course, as new methods of production are developed, the price of
alcohol will drop as the price of gasoline rises.
The Center for the Biology of
Natural Systems has studied alcohol production. They determined
that land now used to produce hay
and grain to feed livestock could
support the same number of livestock as well as producing huge
amounts of alcohol-enough to
meet the nation's requirements for
liquid fuels.
The reason for this unusual claim
is that when crops such as beets are
fermented to produce alcohol they
leave behind a residue which can be
used to feed livestock. In fact, this
residue is more nutritious than the
original crops were .
One final piece remains for the
energy picture and that is the production o f methane gas. Like alcohol production it is a form of biomass conversion. ' (Production of
energy from plants or animals.)
Methane can be produced from a
variety of sources such as agricultural products, waste products
from fi sh canning and meat pack-

Fuji

ing, ocean kelp, manure, and sewage. (Residue from methane production is used as a non-polluting
fertilizer.)
The energy use of America's
cities and industries is very large,
but once again, there seem to be
enough sources of methane gas
available to fill in the country's remaining needs,
This completes a very rough
sketch of a solar based energy plan
for the future. Since it is solar
based, it is renewable, and poses
much less danger to people than the
other proposals. [t can be made
economical. Commoner estimated
that it would take fifty years to put
these ideas into practice, if we
started tomorrow.
(Fifty years is a very rough number. Solar technology is known-in
a very rough form. [t won't be easy
to convert the country to solar
power, even under the best of circumstances. All of the different
energy production systems will
require a lot of work to put into operatidn.
On the other hand, this country
has sent 'People to the moon. It has
mass produced an incredible
number of things. Solar technology
seems well within our range.)
Another question remains-what
do we do in the meantime? Commoner's answer is increased production of natural gas. Recent studies show that there are sufficient depbsits of natural gas (the cleanest of
the fossil fuels) in this country to
meet our needs over the transition
period. What makes natural gas an
ideal transition fuel is the fact that
it moves through pipelines which
can easily be used for methane gas,
since the two of them can be burned
together. (The People's Gas
Company in Chicago is already
doing iL)
Commoner estimates that 25
years into his plan, we could have
eliminated all nuclear power or all
foreign oil imports-whichever we
chose. The other non-renewable
sources, including natural gas
would be phased out during the
next 25 years.
Cogeneration '
There is one important energy
use principle that goes along with
the solar based fuel system-cogeneration, This means the generation
of both electricity and heat from
the same process. One of America's
major energy losses comes from the
heat wasted at large, centralized
electric power plants, [n order to
make good u s~ of this heat, electricity should be produced in larger

Windsor
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Why?
If all of what I have described
about the two energy plans is true,
we might well ask how Jimmy
Carter could fail to see the advantages of the solar system,
Well, nuclear power equipment is
produced by large corporations
such as General Electric and Westinghouse. The largest owners of
coal mines in the U.S. are the oil
companies. All of the various utility
companies are powers in their own
right. And no one in the world of
big business seems to be objecting
very much to a breeder reactor
future.
Jimmy Carter is a very practical
man-in the short run, say four to
eight year~. Thus far he hasn't
seemed inclined to upset those he
thinks have more power than he
does . .Jf it's okay with corporate
America, it's okay with Jimmy.
The Future
Commoner's thoughts on the
future:
"Once we do understand that
(energy) crisis, it becomes clear that
energy is wasted carelessly, not by
design; that the energy we need is
not running out but is replenished
with every dawn; that the nation is
not poor but mismanaged.
"The resolution of the energy
crisis-the solar transition-is an
opportunity to turn this knowledge
into action, to embark upon an historic new passage. Bllt to find our
way we will need to be guided by
social rather than private interests.
There are many known ways-and
many yet to be invented-of introducing social governance into
production: national planning;
local or regional planning; public
utilities; cooperatives; and if need
be, public ownership on a national
or local level. These measures will,
of course, clash with the notion
that every productive deci sion must
be privately governed, for private
profit, in order to insure economic
efficiency."
Commoner calls the sum total of
these measures "economic democracy ." Others call them " socialism, " Jimmy Carter hasn't thought
of them, And the corporate world
calls it "un-American ." You be the
judge.

Rain/ c pf
number of smaller generators.
The Brooklyn Union Gas
Company in New York has already
installed two cogeneration systems
in housing complexes. Recently
single family house size cogeneration systems have been developed.
These have the effect of removing a
house from the centralized electrical system entirely.
The Government's Plan
Let's quickly review the Government's plan. As a transition fuel,
the government is promoting increased use of coal, which like natural gas exists in relatively large
quantities in this country. Coal,
however, is the worst pollutant of
the fossil fuels. Coal mining is also
the most dangerous occupation in
the United States.
The use of coal for the short run
, feature leads us right into the development of more large centralized
power plants which ship 'electricity
out over power lines to the places
where it is used, losing much of it
· on the way. Only nuclear power
plants backed by breeder reactors
· can fit into this type of power distribution system as a long range renewable power source.
Right now, there are no breeder
reactors in operation in the United
States. (A breeder reactor produces
·energy as well as more nuclear fuel,
in the form of plutonium, than it
uses.) Breeder reactors share the
drawbacks of today' s nuclear power plants-the danger of the emission of radiation, problems of
waste storage, and no possibility of
cogeneration (unless people wanted
to live or work near one of them) .
them.
And, unlike regular nuclear
plants, the worst thing that can
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happen to one of these is 'not a
meltdown such as we feared from
Three Mile Island, A breeder reactor can produce a nuclear explosion. In fact, a small experimental breeder reactor did blow up in
. Idaho Falls in 1955, killing three
workers,
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2000 Comm. Ave.

(continuedfrom page /)
areas of tile city and has a strong
potentiality of maintammg a
middle class and upper class com,
munity. If this community wants to
stabilize itself, it has to attract private development funds, We've got
to create an 'image that will help to
stabilize the community,"
It's not likely that this "stabilization" will come from within the
community, though, Rappaport
hopes to attract older homeowners
from Brookline, Newton, and Wellesley to his development. These are
the people who can afford to pay
for a view of the Reservoir, a luxury
·the average Brighton resident cannot afford.

A Park in Brighton
And, not suprisingly, local residents oppose this high-rise. " I've
lived here all my life," said Mary
Murphy of Lake Street, "and I hate
to see someone cashing in on all our
work in fixing up the Reservoir. "
"1 can 't envision what benefits
the people in the community can
derive from the building," said
former state Iepresentative Norman
Weinberg. A resident of nearby
Wade Street, he said that a high-rise
at 2000 Commonwealth Avenue

would
overpower
the ' ing site, We feel that a residence on
neighborhood, block sunlight from
that lot that fits in scale-wise with
other buildings on Comm. Ave"
the rest of the neighborhood would '
and cause traffic congestion.
probably be the best thing on the
Weinberg wants to make the site
lot. "
a "walkway into the Reservoir."
He has filed a bill (H.R, 1928) dirHow High Is High?
ecting the MDC to buy or take the
Scale has a lot to do with it. No
land by eminent domain "for park
one-except Rappaport-wants a
and reservation purposes," Curhigh-rise at 2000 Commonwealth
rently the Senate Ways and Means
Avenue, More to the point, no one
Committee is considering the bill; it
wants another Reservoir Towers.
has already been reported favorably
"I'm not going to apologize for
out of the House Urban Affairs
Reservoir Towers, and I'm not goCommittee. "We have a reasonably
ing to defend it," said Trietsch,
good chance of being successful,"
who nonetheless pointed out that
he said.
he did not work for the BRA when
it
was planned. "But it's a different
A Housing Site
process now. 2000 Comm. Ave. will
Although many local residents
not become another Reservoir
favor a park, support is not unaniTowers,
mous. State representative William
"We have an example of the proGalvin said, "In preference to a
cess working here," Trietsch conhigh-rise, I' m for public use of the
tinued, "The community is stating
land. But I'm not opposing the conits wants, and that's being listened
cept of any kind of building."
to. The community said 'no ' to the
David Trietsch, local planner for
first plan, 'no' to the second, and
the Boston Redevelopment Authormaybe 'no' to the third. Everyity, said, "I'm not in favor of a
thing 's working as it should." He
park, and neither is the BRA, I
added that community residents
quite frankly think it would be a
will have more chances to make
mistake.
their preferences known when
"The BRA sees this as a housRappaport applies for the 121A

agreement and any zoning variances he decides to seek for the site.
"I don't think he's going to steamroll these people," Trietsch said.
Still it's not entirely clear what
these preferences are, Many voices
are calling for a park. But if for
some reason the legislation doesn't
go through, or not enough money is
allocated to purchase the land,
there is no clearly defined second
choice.
There is only the unanimous opposition to a high-rise and the hope
that if anything is built, it will fit in
with the neighborhood . But fitting
in means four stories to some people, six to others, and ten to others,
Mary Murphy urged everyone to
sit back and wait before making
these choices. "We have to learn to
live with Reservoir Towers. We
have to learn to live with an 803student BC dormitory down the
road that will ultimately filter down
Comm . Ave. We need breathing
time. The community has to say
'No, wait a minute' "
And, she added, "The people in
this area have got to unite."

Union LosesOne;TiesOneatSt. E's

by Tom Gallagher
Service employees at St. Elizabeth's Hospital voted down union
representation by a margin of 318
to 227 in a vote held on June 6. The '
yote in the technical unit, however,
resulted in a genuine rarity in an
election of any kind-a 71 to 71 tie.
At the present time, the National
Labor Relations Board (NLRB) is
.:hallenging the ballots of four vot~rs who were not on the eligible
, oters list prior to the balloting,
The union (Local 880 of the Service
Employees International Union) is
challenging another voter, claiming
:hat that person is a supervisor, and
herefore not eligible to vote.
But if all of these challen'ges are
)verruled, another election may be
leld in the technical unit. This
vould be the fifth in the past few
'ears. (The hospital agreed to the
ecent, fourth election after the
ocal NLRB found merit in the
mion's charges of unfair labor
Jractices duting last October's elecion campaign.)
~eactions

Union supporters were naturally
'Tlhappy with the election's out'ome, Nancy Mills, organizer for
"oeal 880, said, "The union was
laive to think that the impact of a

Three M campaign would disappear
in six months. The damage has been
done. It's asking a lot to get people
who voted 'no' to admit that they
did it in an atmosphere of fear."
(The "Three M" company is a
controversial,
Chicago-based
"management consulting" firm.
Their presence at the hospital is
considered the cause of most of the
union's unfair labor practices
charges during the last election.
,They were not involved in the most
recent campaign.)
Representatives of the hospital's
administration did not return the
Community News's phone calls.
We were therefore unable to obtain
any statement from them,
O
· the union is f'l'
nce agam,
I mg
charges of unfair labor practices
against the hospital' s administraBICYCLE BILL

tion. These include claims that suMills does not, however, expect
pervisors interrogated workers as to
the union' s charges to result in a rerun of the election in the service
their feelings about the union, and
that the hospital offered new beneunit. She said that it was still an
fits for the purpose of keeping the
"open question" as to whether the
union out. (Both of these practices
technical unit election would be rerun.
are illegal under the National Labor
Relations Act.)
The Future
The union also charges that an
employee who has been laid off
Mills did not feel that all of the
since the last campaign was in fact
pro-union workers' efforts were
laid off because of union activity.
wasted. "The day after the elec(Currently she is not scheduled for
tion," she said, "people were called
a hearing before the NLRB until
into one of the labs and given many
February 1980.)
of the things they wanted. I think
During the recent campaign, this
that you'll continue to see evidence
employee's husband was a patient
that people have learned to deal
at the hospital, causing her to visit
with the administration. Even
every day. The union believes her
though the workers didn't get a unpresence was a constant reminder to
ion, they did build an organizaother employees of what could haption-it's a minority organization,
pen to them if they backed the
but they ' re proud of it."
ru_n_io_n_._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _•
Wear White at Night

New bik es. repairs. All makes. Soma,

Concord, Sa bre, etc.
253 North Harvard Street, Allston
(1(8 mile south of Harvard Stadium,
6 blocks north of Cambridge Street

Bicycle
Shop

Merit Station)

Mond ay-Saturday 9:30 a .m.-7:00 p.m.
254·9408

T. 'ANTHONY
1016 Commonwealth Avenue
(Across from B,U. West Campus)

783-5832
51 Harvard Ave., Allston , MA 02134

Safety is like riding a bicycle."once you learn you never forget.

LAVAI.I.E'S SUB SHOP
Italian, Syrian Subs, Pizza,
Try Our Steak and Cheese Specialties.

Specializing in PIZZA, subs, sandwiches, Italian dishes,
and breakfast served d~ily,
Hours: Monday-Saturday 6 a.m. to 1 a.m., Sunday 7 a.m. to 1 a .m .

For fast service call 734-7708
' age JO

Under new management,
8 Tremont Street
Oak Square
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DEVELOPMENT

::: :ow Are CDBG Decision~ Made?
continued/rom page I
The city council committee on
Ways and Mean s expressed initial
outrage at the use of so large a portion of the fund s for administration
The city council committee on
Ways and Means expressed initial
outrage at the use of so large a portion of the funds for administration. Councillor Langone threatened to reject the whole funding
package at an April hearing. But in
its final document, approving the
mayor 's application for th~ fund s,
the council did not stipulate that
the mayor reduce administrative
cOSts. A n amendment by Council lor Ray Flynn , Ilhich would limit
total admi ni stration to 14 percent,
was rej ected with only Councillors
Sansone a nd McOonough backing
Flynn. Flynn cast the lone negative
vote when the council approved the
final funding application.
The council lost sight of the issue
of administration when the mayor
found $2 million in the city budget
to fund police patrols. He had
originally requested money for the
patrols from t he Block Grants, and
was therefore able to fund 35 more
programs. The council had added
51 programs totaling $3.1 million .
But when they saw the mayor had
adopted a majority of their programs, they quit fighting . Their
only alternative would have been to
reject the whole package, further
delaying the distribution of the
funds. Until a charter reform plan
IS approved which increases the
power of the ceuncil over the
mayor' s budgets, we can expect
little more from the council. In the
meantime, Boston will be spending
a large proportion of COBG funds
on sala,ies, rather than on the peo.pIe for whom it was intended.
"Benign Neglect"
in Allston Brighton
In April, when the city council
added $3 million in adc\itional programs, they granted Allston Brighton $15,000 for the Temple B'nai

Critics of Block Grant process attend City Council hearing.
Moshe Senior Citizens, while South
Boston was granted $300,000. The
connection between the fact s that
South Boston has two city councillors and Allston Brighton has not
been represented on the · council
since 1957 is pa infully obvious.
To add insult to injury, the mayor.
left out the $15,000 to Allston
Brighton in his second proposal but
added $2,000 to fund the Jackson
Mann Preschool Program . South
Boston is now scheduled to receive
$175,000 in additional fund s.
Fortunately for the residents of
Allston Brighton, the Galvin Plan
may be qn the ballot again this
year, through the effons of Representative Mel King. Restructuring
the council would at least guarantee
that one person on the council
would be looking after the interests
of Allston Brighton.
The federal government distributes COBG funds on the basis of
population , extent of poverty, and
housing stock deterioration. But it
appears that Boston uses only population data, and loosely at that, to
distribute money to its neighborhoods. Of 16 Boston communities,
8 received funds roughly equivalent
(less than 1070 difference) to their

percentage of the population. Roxbury and Jamaica Plain, designated
by the city as concentrated investment area" received a greater percentage of the fund s. Allston Brighton, Back Bay/ Beacon Hill, the
Fenway, Mattapan, Roslindale and
West Roxbur y received less money
per person than the other communities. Surprisingly, the Fenway and
Mattapan are designated by th e
major as concentrated investment
areas. Ooes the mayor mean to
imply, as these funding patterns
suggest, that these 6 communities
share the common characteristic of
less poverty and better housing
stock? Or is the conclusion that the
city does not take info consideration housing and income levels
when distributing the money?
The above comparisons merely
suggest that the city pay closer
attention to the purpose of Block
Grant funds when making grants.
The handling of st reet repair funds
in West Roxbury is a clear example
of the city disregarding that purpose . Last mont h, the Boston Financial Commission (FINCOM)
criticized the White administration
for " special treatment, " in a llocating $300,000 in CO BG fund s to pri-

BC Courts Allston Brighton
by Laurie Covens
Allston -Brighton residents now
have increased access to Boston
College sports facilities as a result
of the College-Community Forum
meetings that have been go ing on
since Februa ry .
Under a pilot program that began
at BC on June 18, 20 AllstonBrighton residents per day can use
the athletic facilities at the College.
The complex is open to residents on
Mondays thro ugh Fridays, from
9:00 a. m . to 9:00 p.m. The pool
opens at 11 :00 a.m.
Arrangements can be made by
signing up in advance, either at
Little City Hall , 432 Washington
Street (783-0830), or at the APAC
Office, 141 Harvard Avenue (7831485). In order to open this opportunity to the largest possible num-
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ber of community residents, no one
will be allowed to sign up more than
once in a week or to sign up for an
entire summer.
In anoth er agreement reached by
the Boston College/ Allston-Brighton Com munity Forum, 25 more
slots will be opened for AllstonBrighton youngsters in the Summer
Youth Sports Program at the College. The recreatonal program is cosponsored by BC and the National
Collegiate Athletic Association.
Participation in the program,
which runs from July 2 to August 9,
is free to boys and girls, ages 10

TENSE? STRAINED?
UNCENTERED?
Consider Ma ssage Th erap y
1 1fl hours -

Jerry Whiting

$10
254·553 7

through 15 . The progra m includes a
full schedule of supervised athletic
activities and instruction ; each
camper will be given a physical exam, daily hot lunch , a nd bus transportation. The hours are approximately 8: 15 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday .
Applications for the program are
available at Little City Hall a nd
must be returned to BC by June 25.

TV-STEREO REPAIR

vate st reet repair in West Roxbur y.
According 10 FINCOM, the residents should have petitioned the
city for repair "Work a nd paid half
the cost, si nce their incomes were
too high to benefit from COHG
grants. The White administration
has ignored FINCOM and will proceed with the repairs.
While the Mayor insists on
spending $300,000 on street repa ir
in West Roxbury , he was not 'lble
to find the fund s to rehabi litate
public housing at the Fidelis Way or
Fanuei l housing projects. Instead
Fidel is Way was granted $75,000
for security patrols and Fa neuil received just a fraction of its request
for repair work. As both representatives of APAC and Fidelis Way
stressed in hearings at the Jack son
Mann this past March, securit y is
link ed to the housing situation a nd
increased vacancies. Security without improvement in the housing
co nditions is not the answer to Fidelis' problems. Yet the mayor
found twice as much mon.,y to
repair streets in West Roxbury than
he did to improving the li ving co nditions of publiC housi ng tenants in
Allston Brighton.

.The All City Organizat ion

A New Process?

(A' ~ O,

submitted a proposal to revamp the
C OBG process, and some of their
recommendations were included in
the council 's approval of Boston' s
applic a:ion . The mayor will undoubtedly delete them. ACO calls
for an independent body elected in
each community to make decision s
on the use of COBG fund s. There
would be a guaranteed minimum
for each community, based on population, extent of hou sing stock
deterioration and poverty, which
would a llow for long range plan ning . A city wide council made up
of elected delegates fro m the locally
elected councils would oversee the
ap plication a nd implementation of
COBG. It is hoped that these proced ures would eliminate the politi- .
cal consideration s th'lt now plague
the distribution of CO BG funds.

CAPTAIN JAY'S
USED FURNITURE
Fine Furniture
Antiques
&

Razzamatazz
Chair Caning and
Seat Weaving; Used Furniture
Bought & Sold

310 Washington Street
Brighton Center

254-9636

Guitars • Ins trume nts
Accessories • Records

. B&W/Color
.' 1 day carry in service
, - Sony tap~ecord!r, .. I,'J'V'I;

GYRO GEARLOOSE .
1302 Comm. Ave., Allston
731-962~
.
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Circle Sounds
MUSIC
1934 Beacon Street
Cleveland Circle
731-9290
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CALENDAR
Anno uncements

Jackson-Mann
Com munity School

Libraries

Ju ne 27, 8:00 p.m. Diane Mariechild,
Fem inist Therapist, will speak on
"Womancraft" and psychic healing at
Clearspacc, a community center for
lesbian women and gay men, 485 Massac husells Avenue, Cambridge .

Jackson-Mann Community School'
Summer Program begins June 25. Between 10:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. the
community is welcome to pick up brochures and enroll for t he IO-week program. Among the many co urse offerings are these new courses: Disco dancing, Crewel embroidery, Introduction
to Law and Lawyers (for non- lawyers),
and piano lesso ns.

Allston Branch
161 Harvard Avenue (upstairs)
782-3332
MTW 10-6; T h \2-8; F 9-5.

Benefit for Family and Friends of Prisoners, Boston Bail Funds, and the Coalition to Stop Institutional Violence.
"See in the Summer Celebration," 7 to
II p.m., June 24. Old Cambridge Baptist Church, 11 51 Massachusells Avenue, Cambridge. Music by the New
Harmony Sisterhood Bank and Sherli
Sherwood. Theatre by the Dorchester
Youth Alliance. Admission $3 .

The Allston-Brighto n lillie City
Hall announces that the Senior Shullie
wi ll make regularly scheduled stops at
the o ld site, at the intersection of Harvard and Com mo nwealth Avenues.
The Shullie will be there to provide
transportation for senior citizens to the
new site at 432 Washington Street, next
to the Brighton Post Office.
The Senior Shullie will pick up o n
Commonwealth Avenue on Tuesdays
at 10 a.m., and will relUrn to that same
site at 11 :30 a.m. This will be a sc heduled stop, as of May 1st , for Tuesday
mornings only. All senior citizens are
welcome to use this service.

Community Meetings
June 26 APAC Meeting, APAC Office, 141 Harvard Avenue, 7:00 p.m .
July 2 Brighton Board of Trade,
Congregational C hurch Washington
Street, 6:30 p.m.
July
9 Boston
Collegel AllstonCommunity
Forum
Brighton
Brighton Municipal Building, 7:30
p.m.
July lU Comm unity Beautification
Council, Jackson-Mann School,
7:00p.m.
July 10 Allston VFW Post #669,
Cambridge Street, 8:00 p.m.

Ju ly \I "It's a Small World-Explore It, " a summer reading
program for child ren ages 7 and up.
Panicipants will get pass pons and
visas from the countries they explore
in books. International activities and
crafts at meetings . Wednesdays,
10:00 a .m.

Faneuil Branch
419 Faneuil Street
Oak Square
782-6705
June 29 Story Hour for School-age
children, "Ting-a-ling's Visit to Turili'ra," 3:30.

Brighton Branch
40 Academy Hill Road
782-6032
MTW 10-6; T h 12-8; F 9-5.

Adult Films, Wednesdays, 2:00 p.m.
June 27 "The Fatal Glass of Beer,"
"The Dentist," (W.e. Fields)
July 4 No Film (library closed)
July 11 "Ponugal"
July 18 "The Shadow Catcher"
July 25 "The Making of a Nature
History Film"

Summer Reading Club,
10:30a.m. to 12:30p.m.

Tuesdays,

For childrens ages 6 to 12. Stans June
26.

Movies/or Children,
Thursdays at 2:00 p. m.

Adult Movies, Thursday nights
June 28 "The African Queen," 6:00.
July 5 "Swiss Miss," (Laurel &
Hardy),6:30.
July 12 "The Cat People," 6:30.
July 19 "Topper," 6:00 .
July 26 "King Kong," (old version),
6:00.

June 28
July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26

"Pride of the Yankees"
"Foreign Correspondent"
"A Tale of Two Cities"
"G reat Expectations"
"Topper"

July 19 Jackson-Mann Community
School Council, 500 Cambridge
Street, 7:30 p.m.

COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTORY
CRISIS
Police emergency
Fire emergency

911
911

Poison Information Center
232-2120
Project Place
267-9150
24-ho ur se rvi ces. Ambulance, emergency cou nseling, ho using.

Transition House
661-7203
24-ho ur hotline. H elp for battered
women.
Rape Crisis Center
492-RAPE
24-hour emergency se rvices

GENERAL
Allston-Brighton APAC
141 Harvard Ave. , A llston
783-1485
545A Washington St., Brighton
787-3182
Social services, information , referral ,
childcare, and employment services .
,' l/eighborhood Employment Center
143 H.,,'ard Ave.
783-12:15
Employment counseling and placement. Free
Little City Hall
432 Washington Street (next to the
Brighton Post Office)
783-0830

HEALTH
Allston-Brighton Mental Health Clinic
330 Market St.
787-1901, MWF 9-5, TTh 9-9
Call for appt. Sliding fee scale
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Brighton Medical Unit
52 Academy Hill Rd. (courtho use
basement)
254-3444
Well-baby clinics, screening programs,
byappt.
Family Planning Clinic
77 Warren St .
783-5107
Call for clinic schedu les.
Allston-Brighton Neighbo rhood
Health Center
51 Stadium Way
783-0500
Full medical services and fam il y practice, clinics a nd programs. No emergency services.
St. Elizabeth's Hospital
736 Cambridge St.
782-7000
Fu ll ra nge of services and clinics, 24hour emergency facilities
Commonwealth Health Improvement
Program
\3 Fidelis Way
254-6644
Informat ion, referral , followup and
advocacy in the areas of hea lth care
and health education.
The Brighton Clinic City of Boston
Drug Treatment Program
77 Warrent Street
783-4751
Call fo r information regarding any
drug-related problem .
T he Third Nail Community
Counseling Center
71 Washington Street
787-0306/ 07
Monday-Friday, 9-9
Community Education and Drug-free
Co unseling for people with drug abuse
and oth~r related problems. Legal advocacy, crisis intervention on a 24-hour
call basis. Free.

Visiti ng Nurse Association
677 Cambridge St.
254-8655 and 254- 1910
At-home services, sliding fee scale
Crittendon Hastings House and Clinic
10 Perthshire Rd .
782-7600
Contraceptive and abortion services,
exams. Set fee
Kennedy Memorial Hospital for
Children
30 Warren St.
254-3800
Medical and dental o utpatient se rvices
for children, infancy to 21. 24-hour
emergency service.
Women's Community Health
639 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
547-2302
Abortion help, self-help, scree ning .
Open ho use first a nd third Wednesday
of month at 5:30. Self-help slide show
on first Thursday of month at 1:30.
Alcoholics Anonymous
Mee tings held at Jackson-Ma nn Community School on Fridays, 7- 10 p.m .

Community Day Care for the Elderly
50 Sutherla nd Rd.
734-0800
Day programs in recreation, tran sportation , and meals for elders, requiring
or wanting daytime s upervision
Area \I Home Care
266-1672 Boston
Home Care services and medical transportati o n by appoint ment

SCHOOLS
Continuing Education
Jackson-Mann Community School
500 Cambrid ge St .
783-2770
Broad ra nge of exercise, arts, da nce,
edu cational program, including sign
la nguage, English as a second language, cardio-pu lmonary resuscitati on , after-school day care, violin,
after-schoo l reading program, creative
dramatics.

LEGAL
G reater Bosto n Legal Services
2001 Beacon St. (at Cleveland Circle)
734-6326
Civil cases o nl y, income eligibil ity
required

Elder Hotline
722-4646

Boston Housing Co urt Hotline
8:30-4:30, 725-8495
Nights , 742-582l
24-ho ur emerge.rt:7 heat complai nt
service

Life-Line Program
782-0943
Telephone co mmunication service for
health and social support

Smafl Claims Advisory Service
969-0100, ext. 3515, M-F 10-3
Boston College chapter of Mass.
PIRG, advice and refe rral

Elderly Persons Lunch Program
U.S. Public Health Service Hospital
77 Warren Sireet
782-3400 ext. 223
Lunch a nd Nutritional Cou nseling for
Allston-Brigh ton Residents.

National Lawyers' Guild
Lawyer Referral Service
595 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
661-6358 1-5 p.m.
Emerge nc y domesti c cases. Full ran ge
of civil and crimin al cases including
wor kman's com p , immigj'ation, etc,
Multilingual. Sliding fee sc hedu le .

ELDERLY
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