














Page 8 Allston-Brighton TAB Fnda). FelJruaf) II. 2lXXl www.townonline.comlallstonbrighton

Residents look for tougher building law enforcement
ISO, from page 1
slipping through the cracks."

Joyce. however. said the building boom
hasn't been just in the last year. Cher the past
decade, the rate of building has been high.

"It may look like ISD is ove",helmed, but
the department has developed over time a sys
tem to wOll< through both the good cconomic
times and the bad ones:' he said ··RJghlllO\<.
we are vel)' comfonahle \\ ith the amounl of
work our inspectors do.

"It isn't the numbers. it is how you follow
through on the inspections:' said Joyc . for
merly a special prosecutor for the BcNOtl En
vironmental Strike Team.

As ofJune 1999. Ihe ISD had i oed 1I55O
building permits, as oppo>oed to 10,227 in
1994. The number of building pemnh peaked
in 1997 with 13,388. The number of permi~
including things like gas. electrical and '!'"f}
Ider amounted to 34.060 as ofJune 1999 ThaI
number showed a slight decrea'C from 1998.

How effectivc tl,e ISD is dcpends 011 who i.
heading thc depanment and how "ell that
person manages the departmeOl -.aid Sam
Tyler, executive director of the Bo>lun . tu
nicipal ResearCh Bureau.

"In the past il has played an irnpol1llflt role
in Boston," he said. "But it rcall) dc>pench 011

who is managing Ihc departmenllJ oJ1ouldn'l
necessarily be that way. but it IS."

The commissioner has to be an clkctl\e
manager of the supervisors who make sure
thc inspectors do tlleir job effectivcl). He said
it also depends on how much upport ISD
gets from the mayor.

"[lSD] can be effective if all the ph"'"
come together," hc said.

Tyler cautioned that sometin.., the depan
mentdwells on the larger issues.

"By media reports, it sccms they are look
ing for big is"llCS to get big play at the expense
of the day-to-<Iay operations." he said

TheJOb is defmitely a tough one.
"1 think it needs one of the mayor', best

managers," he ",'lid. "I think [the commission
ers] have a tendency to get burned out more
quickly than in Olher departrnent>:'

Tyler S81d that politics usually creeps in.
'" think for busioes in Boston there is a

tendency to reach out to political leaders
ratllCr than work with tlle depannlCnl" he
said. "It IS a balancing act. [Former Commis
'ioner John] Eade seenlCd to play it by the
book. Kev;n tends to be more polItical:'

Things bcc:tme political two years ago in
the oIth End when residents complained
thai construction al 2~ Hanover Sl was IlOl
going according to the plans agreed upon.
After several <top-wm orders from ISO, the
police eveorually forced "mers to lay down
thelf nail guns.

The result was that property owner Robert
Triulzi was allowed to keep the addition on
top of his building in exchange for a $3O.lXXl
donation to a neighborllood betterment truSi
fund

One tdea being floated by Scapicchio is
pulling licenses from builders who ignore
. top-w OIl< orders.

"You do il [pull a license] once and you'd
never find them overstepping themselves
again," he S81d

Something needs to be done, Scapicchio
saId bcc:tllSC builders seem to ignore stop
wm orders frequently.

"As soon a., [inspectQl';]lea\"e, they stan
again," he saJd.

ISD officiah, however,tell adifferent SlOI)'.
According to city regulations, contractors

must submit pernlits and applications before
building. The plans are reviewed by the plan
ning and zoning section of the ISO. The de
partmenl checks the plan to make sure it com
plies with the fire. city and Slate cndes. If the
plan doesn't comply, then builders can appeal
to the Zoning Board ofAppe1ils for a variance.

Building inspectors are out daily inspecting
sites.

'1fa project is deviating from the plans and
the inspeclOrs notice it, the) issue a stop-work
order," "''lid Julie Fothergill. ISD director of
policy.

If the project is deviating, the builder can
submit amended plans and they will be re
viewed again. If plans don 'I comply, they go
totheZBA.

"If it is not in accordance with the codes, it
wiII be Stopped." Fothergill said.

From there. builders can submit a new ap
plication or amended one or proceed with the
original platlS.

Recently, SlOp-work orders have been is
sued to Hollywood Video in Dorchester and
several sites in Brighton when they were not
building to their plans.

In another case. Suffolk University had to
change it> permit usage when its theatcr
began opening up to other plays. ISD issued a
Slop-work order until the university changed
its usage permil or sought an appeal.

If the contractor continues to build after a
stop-wOll< order has been issued, ISD can go
to coun and receive an injunction that would
require the builder to SlOp COllStruction per
marlCntly.

But once a building is up. it's hard to bring
it down.

'1t's hard to tear down any building in the
city." Joyce said.

Since Joyce has been at lSD, he said, the
departmenl has sought injunctions in only two
or three cases.

Despite complaint> to the contrary,
Fothergill said that rarely happens because
mOSI contractors and builders generally com
ply with the depmtment.

"Conrractorlbuilders don't wanl to be at
odds with the depanmenl" she said.

As a general practice, most legitimate con
traclors don'l wanl 10 get on the bad side of
ISD.

'They play it straight." sbe said. "If we find
out lhey aren't playing it straight, they know
we will keep a sharp eye on them and on all of
their other projects."

Community groups and neighbors also let
the ISD know what is going on.

''The police depanmenl the flfC depanmenl
and the community groups are our eyes and
ears:' Joyce said.

Lnrry DiCara. a former city councilor and
now an attorney, has been dealing with the
ISD for more than 30 years. Mosl recently, he
represented a group of Beacon Hill residents
who were fighting a church that was thought
to be running an illegal rooming house.

In December, city officials halted the con
struction projecl while they investigated
claims by neighbors that the Unitarian Uni
versalist Association was violating zoning
laws by operaling abed and breakfast facility.

'SD issued a tempor3l)' stop-work order at
8 Mt. VClllon Place on Nov. 26 after com
plaints by Ihe small group of residents. There
is Slill a Slop-work order at the site.

"ISO is very responsive," DiCara said.
"From the commissioner on down."

DiCara said the ISO was responsive even
before the group relained his services. He 'did-

n't think the ISD was more responsive be·
cause a lawyer was involved He didn't think
politics play into the departmenl

"I have seen one quiet voice topple large
walls," he said. 'The ISD is vel)' responsive
once they are aware of the issue."

-Davis-Mullen agreed that politics don't
play much ofa role in the inspections.

"I'm not saying politics don't help move
your complaint a little faster, but I don't think
[ISD is1any more responsive because of il"
said Davis-Mullell.

Some residents have voiced concerns that it
depends on who you know.

For instance, some customers who used the
Safari Club, bathhouse in the warehouse dis
llict on Wareham Streel thought the ISD in
spection was politically motivated. Saying
that after just one anonymous letter to the at
torney general about the business, ISD Catne
out and made a late-night raid.

Joyce disputes this theol)'. Hc said that after
receiving several complaints, ISD obtained a
search warrant. During the raid. Joyce said,
they found condoms, drugs and alcohol.

''We have an obligation to follow up each
complaint," he said. "And we found many
code violations at the Safari Club."

The club was served with a permanent in
junction and can no longer open, Fothergill
said.

Joyce said there have always been rul110fS
that ISD was too politically motivated 10 run
efficiently.

"As long as ISD is around, no matter what
city we are in ... there will always be these ru
mors," be said. ''There are rumors that we are
politically connected or a toothless tiger
; those have been around as long as the depan
ment has been here."
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The Brighton Marine Health Center cam""s Includes a group of Interconnected buildings on Wanen Street. Brighton Marine officials are making moves to rezone the land as a
Community Facility Subdistrict.

Brighton Marine looks to zoning for future
BRIGHTON MARINE, from page 1

The grandfathered uses have linul>
though. In a recent example. a loning
variance was needed when an on-... ilC re
search facility wanted ilS human gUlllea
pigs to spend nighls in their oflices
hooked up to machines recording their
sleep patterns.

Brighton Marine representa!i\' Irave
been meeting with neighborhood leader;
about their plans since last summer, and
began breaching the propositi\~l at pubhc
meetings this month. The pn plNil was
presented at this month's Brighton All
ston Improvement Association rnc't.'ling.

The biggest hurdle the non-profit orga
nization needs to overcome i"> making its
proposition under<;tood, said BAlA Pre,
ident Bob Leverone.

Allston Civic Associahon Pn.",dem

Paul Berkeley said the lOning change
will allow community members to help
define what use:. will fit the BnghlOn
Marine mission to pre' 'de community
health care seMces, and which uses
.hould be fortJidden.

"Thc zoning that they're under makes
il prell) difficullto do anythtng without
g ng 10 a variance," said Berkeley.

"1 think it, too cumbersome and too
complex 10 have acampus thai big that has
to deal with e\ery individual use." said
&'I1<eIcy. "The change that they want to
go through IlO\< would delemtine whal
kind of lI.Ie> the) 'hould be able 10 do as
righl and what use, there should be some
kmd ofreview before they decide to do it"

Matthews explained that the new zon
ing would make the campu, more self
,U>taining. With the new zoning. he said

BrightOn Marine could more easily mar
ket its campus for facilities that would
benefit the community - such as an
adull day care ccmer for frail seniors.

Brighton Marine's income comes from
three sources. Firsl tcnants are charged
$50 a month for each space they occupy
in the campus parking lot. Patienls and
visitors are not charged for parking. The
organizntion also charges an administra
tive fee for managing a national health
plan for the unifornlCd services.

The btggesl pan of Brighton Marine's
income comes from renting space to ser
vice previders.

"Any restrictions on the use of the
property makes il difficult for us in mar
keting 10 businesses and organizations
that would be assets for the community;'
said ManllCws.

"I think its too cumbersome
and too complex to have a

campus that big that has to
deal with every individual use.
The change that they want to

go through now would
detennine what kind of uses
they should be able to do as
rigbt, and what uses there

should be some kind of review
before they decide to do it."

Paul Berkeley

Councilor: get tough
with schools over
student housing

By Ken Maguire
TAB STAfF WRITER

College kids who are willing 10 pay high rents after
they tire of dorm life are gobbling up too many
apanments that should be leased to low- and

moderate-income families, says City Councilor Peggy
Davis-Mullen.

The city's colleges and universities, well aware that
they are under pressure to build more student housing.
should nonetheless be held to legislalion requiring
thcm to provide housing to all students, according to an
order Davis-Mullen proposed Wednesday.

"There should be something on the books," Davis
Mullen said.

The at-large councilor called for a hearing to bring
IOgether school administrators, the mayor's office and
the Boston Redevelopment Anthority to discuss the
possible legislation. It is one of mallY recent council
proposals aimed at increasing the affordable housing
stock.

"We're attacking it from all angles here.~' Councilor
Stephen Murphy said, adding that universities and col- ,
leges are tax exempl and thcir payments in lieu of taxes
"are meager at best."

Neighborhoods affected include AllstonlBrighlon,
the Fenway and the Back Bay. Srudents create more
demand, which leads to higher rents throughout the
neighborhoods, Davis-Mullen's order stated.

Jack Dunn, director of public affairs for Boston Col
lege, said what Davis-Mullen is calling for "already ex
ists" in that schools are required to submit 10 the BRA a
five-year master plan outlining, among other things.
housing issues.

"It's not going to happen overnight and it can't hap
pen without BRA and city suppon," Dunn said. "It's
going to take years ofcareful planning to accomplish."

Boston College, he said, currently houses 75 percent
of its 8,600 undergraduate students on campus. The
school has created 1,300 units over the past decade and
hopes to house 85 percent of its students on campus
within five years.

When Boston University's $85 million new dorm on
Commonwealth Avenue is at capacily, 75 percent of its
14,500 undergrads will be housed on campus, accord
ing to the school. Across town, Nonheastern Universi
ty will have 50 percent of its 12.400 undergrads on
campus when a $90 million project is completed in
Roxbul)'.

Smaller schools, according to Councilor Brian'
Honan, don't have the luxury of building fancy new
dorms. Many of them simply can't find available land.

"Scbools are not similarly siruated," the Allston
Brighton councilor said. "Some colleges and universi
ties have absolutely no space, like Berklee. Emerson
has a real hard time finding on-campus housing. Idon't
think you can force them to build. They would proba
ble go out of business if you had to do that,"

Dunn said it's not just city councilors and neighbor
hood groups that want students on campus - the
schools do. too.

"We, too, would like to bring them out of the neigh
borhoods," he said. "'They renl housing slock that's un
rentable. They're victimized by absentee landlords."

Affordable housing petitioners to hit the streets.this weekend over budgets
By Debra Goldstein

TAB STAFF WRITER

A rmed with clipboard>. pnper and
pens. scores of men and women
are expected to be pounding the

pavemem this weekend, ",king their neigh
bors to suppon a proposal to double local,
state alld federal budgets to l-reate afford
able hoU>ing.

Shoppers may scc the petith"l-!otmg folk>
at Slar Markel or Brighton \tJlh. Trdvcle"

rna} meet them riding on the T.
The Orealer Boston Imerfnith Organiza

tion petition drive is pan of a campaign to
collect 100.lXXl ignarures in the greater
B",ton area by the end of March. said All
<Ion-Brighton Community Development
Corp. ,poke person Lee Farris.

OBiO - an interfaith, mijlti-racial orga
nization formed in 1998 - is a compilalion
of 5 religious congregations. community'
organizations, community developmem

cOl']Xlrations, unions, and social service or
ganizations.

The ABCDC. a member of the imerfaith
organization, is hosting the petition drive lo
cally, and is committed to gathering 4,lXXl
signarures.

Citizens are expected 10 take to Ihe streets
in Allston-Brighton with petitions advocat
ing for affordable housing on Saturday. Feb.
12, from JI a.m. to 2 p.m.

OBIO's wants to double local. state and

federal budgels to create affordable housing.
The organization is also calling for corpo

rations and universities to contribute to a
Housing Trust Fund for construction of new
housing. Communities and the state are
being asked to designate publicly owned
land - such as state hospital grounds and
vacant lots - for housing.

Universities are also being asked to build
more on-campus housing for students, and
to make off-campus land that they own

available for affordable housing.
OBIO is also fighting to keep. federally

subsidized housing for low-income tenants
from climbing to market rate rents.

Anybody interested in joining the petition
drive is invited to attend a training session
on Saturday from 10 to II a.m. at the
ABCDC office, 15 North Beacon St., Union
Square, Allston.

For more information. call Lee ot
Stephanie at 787-3874.


