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Library
buildings
fail to
stack up
Despite heavy use, high
demand, branches need
major improvements
By Debra Goldstein
TAB Staff Writer
s the city prepares to break ground on
a new Allston library, the district's
two existing library branches in
Brighton are plagued by leaky roofs,
broken lighting and inoperable windows. In
additio~•• in a society lhat is increasingly
dependent on technological links to information, the two libraries have a combined total
of three computers for public use that are connected to the Internet.
Repairs are scheduled for 200 I as part of
the Boston Public Library's five-year plan,
according to BPL President Bernie Margolis,
but individual branches are in search of external funding in the form of corporate sponsors
for computer resources the system cannot provide.
Each library is scheduled to receive two
Little Tykes computers, designed for children
under 7 years old, this summer. BPL is also in
the process of upgrading all the libraries to
faster Internet connections using TI lines, but
has no guarantees it will be able to add more

A

The Brighton Branch Library houses more than 90,000 volumes. But users say the building needs a major facelift.

personal computers to the individual branches.
"We have 25 neighborhood library facilities
throughout the city," Margolis said, explaining
why repairs have not yet been made in
Brighton. "The attempt is to try to stagger the
capital needs throughout the library plan, so
there are adequate resources in te1ms of
staffing to manage the process."
In addition, the staggered schedule allows
the city to repay the bonds used to finance the
renovations, said Margolis.
But the staggered schedule also adds to the
decay of two library buildings that have been

touted as architectural marvels; highlighted in
journals for their innovative designs and visited by architecture students.
The Brighton Branch Library, tucked away
next to the Brighton District Court at 40
Academy Hill Road, was built in 1970. Long
before the federal Americans with Disabilities
Act was passed by Congress, the branch was
designed and built to be fully handicapped
accessible. The landmark design includes a
long ramp that tises and dips to allow wheelchair-bound patrons to reach all 90,000 of the
building's volumes.

And soon, the library plans to hang an 1869
clock that was part of the site's previous
library - tom down to make way for the new
construction in 1969 - on the l 970s-era
library's wall.
But the building's ceiling is stained with
water, as is a bicentennial tapestry hanging on
the wall which was hand-made by neighborhood seniors. Orange carpets are splotched
from 30 years of use. And, instead of glass letting in the natural sunlight, many of the building's low-lying windows are covered with
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Risk-takers in their 20s
Twentysomethings are finding
success by taking new paths
By Rob Azevedo
TAB Correspondent
he'd had enough. Three years into the
grind and Michele LaMura decided she'd
had her fill.
After graduating from Boston College in 1994,
LaMura went to work for Somerville Community
Access Television. Later, while finishing up her
master's degree in fine arts at Emerson College,
LaMura worked at WHERE magazine as the
associate editor. Then in August ·1997, she bagged
her job, threw up her gunboats and let it all hang
out.
Earlier that year, LaMura and her business part-

S
Michele LaMura and Geoff Meek quit their office jobs in 1997 to found newenglandfilm.com. The site
gets more than 10,000 hits a month.

ner and fellow BC grad, Geoff Meek, began to
envision publishing an online guide for filmmakers planning production in New England. They
had the idea, but they also had debts to meet and
there wasn't enough time in the day to put it all
together while working full time.
So they took a risk. They quit their day jobs and
took their idea online.
So far, the risk is paying off.
''Whenever you start something you're taking a
risk," said LaMura, the 26-year-old co-founder
and publisher of newenglandfilm.com,. "And
whenever you take a risk, you're either going to
succeed or you're not. And I think that is where
most people stop."
With the economy continuing to boom in
Boston, it would seem that the city's burgeoning
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Keep updated on summer activities

Oak Square resident running at large

see Arts & More
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Grant will
match teens,
businesses

Dinner time

Collaborative will offer
internships to youth
By Debra Goldstein
TAB Staff Writer
ew internship opportunities are arriving for
teens, thanks to·a collaboration between the
District 14 Police Depaitment, Allston
Brighton YMCA and the Brighton Board of
Trade.
The organizations learned last week that they
will receive a $15,000 violence prevention partnership grant through the Boston Police
Department. The grant will be used to develop
programs that will link teens to the business
community.
"It's a boost for the YMCA," said Tim Garvin,
director of the Allston-Brighton YMCA which
has launched numerous other programs targeting
teens over the last five years, including weekly
Teen Club meetings, an adventure-based counseling program called High Flight, Youth and
Government, which introduces teens to the legislative proces;; and public speaking, and a summer job training program called Teenworks.
Garvin said one of the selling points of the
grant proposal, which was submitted last May, is
the abundance of existing programs geared
toward teens, indicating the community's strong
commitment to youth. This program fills a gap
in the available programming, and is especially
geared toward middle and high school age teens
YMCA,page5
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Al Gricus of Brighton serves up hamburgers at tJ1e annual Allston Brighton Healthy Boston Coalition cookout on the grounds of St. Elizabeth MedicaJ
Center last Monday.

Crews begin schoolyard work
Three other sites slated
for improvements

The city ofBoston Board
of Appeal will hold a public hearing at 11 :30 a.m.
Tuesday, July 27, in Room
80 I of City Hall to discuss
the following items:
• an application by John
and Patrick McDevitt to
erect a three-story addition at the rear of the
dwelJing at 12 South St., and to change the legal
occupancy at that address from a one-family residence to four apartments.
• an application by FFF Realty Trust (Bluestone
Bistro) to change the legal occupancy of 17951799 Commonwealth Ave. from a laundromat,
two stores and a restaurant to laundromat, two
stores and a restaurant with live entertainment.
• an application by FFF Realty Trust to allow
the Bluestone Bistro restaurant, 1795-1799
Commonwealth Ave., to provide seasonal outdoor seating for 10 people.
The city of Boston Licensing Board will hold a
public hearing at 10 a.m. Wednesday, July 21, in
Room 809A of City Hall to discuss the following item:
• an application by New England DMP, LLC
for a seven-day common victualler license to be
exercised at The Original French Bread Pizza,
172 Brighton Ave., Allston. The license would
be used in one room on the first floor, the
kitchen and storage in the rear.
CONTENTS

By Judy Wasserman
TAB Correspondent
he city's effort to upgrade its public
schoolyards took another step forward last week as construction
began on new yards at the Hamilton
Elementary School and the Jackson Mann
School complex.
With two other schoolyards in the landscape design stage, and another ready to
begin the planning process, all seven Boston
public elementary schools in AllstonBrighton will have new schoolyards in the
next few years.
,
If construction moves ahead on schedule,
the new schoolyards at Hamilton and Jackson
Mann will be ready for use in late fall,
according to Janet Fishstein, assistant director
for school in Boston's Department of
Neighborhood Development, which oversees
the schoolyard projects. Construction usually
takes three months.
In the meantime, landscape architects have
been hired to design new schoolyards at the
Mary Lyon and Garfield elementary schools
on Beechcroft Street. Also, the Baldwin
Elementary School on Corey Road has been
awarded money to begin planning a new
schoolyard this fall, she said.
Final contract drawings for the Mary Lyon
and Garfield schools will be started in the fall,

T

and those projects should be put out to bid in
the spring, said Roger Erickson, design coordinator for the Allston-Brighton Commwl.ity
Development Corporation.
Both schools, which are diagonally across
the street from each other, worked closely
with neighbors to design schoolyards which
will meet the needs of the community, and
will address traffic pattern concerns, Erickson
said.
Baldwin received the green light for its
new schoolyard this spring, and planners will
begin a series of meetings with parents, students and the neighbors this fall to develop a
plan for the site. Noting that careful planning
and working with the neighborhood are key
to the whole schoolyard process, Fishstein
said construction for Baldwin's schoolyard
likely won't begin until the summer of 2001.
Funding, usually $200,000 for a schoolyard, comes from the Boston Schoolyard
Initiative, a public/private partnership which
works with the city of Boston to help local
groups design and build new schoolyards.
Previous schoolyard projects at the
Winship Elementary School and Gardner
Elementary School have already been completed.
According to Kirk Meyer, director of the
initiative's Fund for Boston Schoolyards,
about $6 million has been available each year
for the partnership, which is in the fourth year
of its five-year schoolyard program. To date,
16 schoolyards have been completed citywide. Meyer has said all along that "the vast
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majo1ity of schoolyards needs attention."
Erickson said the new schoolyards are not
designed to merely house "flashy playground
equipment." Safe and simple schoolyards are
the key, said Erickson; then, "all you need is
to let the kids' imagination take off."
The new yards are not limited to elementary schools; Fishstein said schoolyards for
middle and high schools are in the planning
stages, and one, at the Wilson Middle School
in Dorchester, has been completed. It includes
kickball and basketball courts, a cold frame
for planting, a weather station and four small
outdoor classrooms.
Madison Park High School in Roxbury is
designing its new schoolyard which will feature a community garden that will be used by
residents in an adjacent senior citizen housing
complex. Wilson and Madison Park are good
examples of the Initiative's goal of emphasizing learning and collaboration with the community in the new schoolyards, Fishstein
said. 0

CORRECTION

A story in the July 13-19 issue of the
TAB ["Mock mayor's race kicks off
with loads of promises"] incorrectly
identified Millie McLaughlin's work at
the Veronica Smith Senior Center.
McLaughlin works as a part-time paid
employee at the senior center.
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NOW makes move to Harvard Avenue
Allston becomes
home base for
organization's local
activities, programs
By Katherine Dunn
TAB Correspondent
or more than 30 years,
they've been fighting for
equality, abortion rights and
affirmative action, while struggling
against racism, violence and bigotry.
Whal could there be left Lo do?
A lot, according to the women
and men of the National
Organization for Women, \\hich
recently opened a new office on
Harvard Avenue next to the Allston
Cinema.
"[Feminism is] the radical notion
that women are people," said
Andrea Lee, president-elect of
Greater Boston NOW, a grassroots
political feminist organization.
Radical, she says, because "people may in theory support [gender
equality]. But then when you actually talk about the realities, they're
either not aware or are afraid."
For example, said Lee, women
fill only 25 percent of Lop-level
executive positions.
"It's not that we don't want to be
there," she said.
The organization's local activities are varied, but the group often
works on a shoestring, according to
its members.
"Because it is a multilevel organization, when people think NOW,
they think big, national-level
NOW," says Toni Troop, president
of Greater Boston NOW. "So the

F

misconception is that we have a lot
of staff and funding."
ActivisL'i from NOW's Greater
Boston chapter routinely endorse
political candidates - often
women - who support equality
and justice. Local members also
hold workshops on domestic violence and women in the media and
lobby the state government for bills
such as Senate 733, which would
help women pay for oral contraceptiYes.

"[Feminism is] the
radical notion that
women are people."
Andrea Lee, president-elect of
Greater Boston NOW

~

~
>
~
~

i

................ $
....

The local chapter has two partLime paid staff members and
between 30 and 40 regular volunteers, including Troop and Lee,
who each spend at least 30 hours a
week working with the organization. For funding, NOW relics on
membership fees and donations.
"We find creative ways to do
things inexpensively," says Troop.
Adds Lee, "We' re the queens of
reduce, reuse, recycle."
There are about 6,000 NOW
members in Massachusett , including nearly 1,200 in Greater Boston
- and that includes both women
and men. Troop estimates that men
make up 5 to 10 percent of the
activists.

Rachel Schwartz Oeft) and Ellen Rago work the phones at the new National Organization of Women office on Hanard AHnue.

"It's a national organization for
women, not of women,'' Troop
said.
Members of Massachusetts
NOW automatically receive correspondence from the national office.
And although local chapters have
the autonomy to decide which
issues they want to focus on, the
national office has six priorities economic equality, violence against
women, reproductive rights, lesbian rights, combating racism and
women in politics - that are
applied on a local level.
Last fall, for instance, Greater
Boston NOW embraced "Love

Your Body Day," an idea that came
from the national office. Women
marched down Newbury Street,
handing out pamphlets and letting
people know that too many young
girls are dieting, and that "scales
are for fish." Other action may be
even more region-specific, such as
working to increase the amount of
affordable housing in Boston.
Whatever the project or campaign, NOW's goal has been the
same since its founding in 1966: to
bring about equality for all women.
"Despite the resistance that we
may face in any campaign, and
attacks lobbed at us to dismiss and
diminish who we are, (such as}

saying were all lesbians and manhaters ... despite attacks that are
about dividing women, what we
are about is pulling women together to take that power, because no
one is going to give it to us," said
Troop. 0
The NOW office is located at the
Allston Cinem11 Building at 214
Harvard Ave., and can be reached
by telephone at 232-1017.
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LESLEY COLLEGE OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, August 10, 1999

5:30 p.m.~:00 pm

The most valuable asset that an adult learner bnngs to the classroom IS expenence. And
at Lesley College rour !ire expenence wunrs.
Lesler College values your e>.-penence and
mtegra:es 1t mto your degree m a \"J~ety of
ways

• indmdwlly dtsigned programs
• independent study "1th 2 weeks a )'ear of
m1en51\oe group study expenences
• Programs wtth classes that meet one week

end a month
• A:celerated programs mmanagement
meenng one rught a week
• Tradmonal semester-based programs at the
Cambn<lge campu,,,

LESLEY COLLEGE

,,,.,,.,

ADULT BACCAlAUREATE COLLEGE

Porter Exchange Building
1815 Massachusetts Avenue
Camb<idge, MA

For more infonnation call

Nex1 10 the MBTA Red Line at Porter Square

www.lesley.edu

617-349-8300
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Grant gives internships to local teens
designated by the police as at risk
YMCA, from page 3
of getting involved in violent or
criminal activities.
"It's a new initiative," Garvin
said. "It's linking the business community with teens."
Part of the grant will pay for a
teen activity director through the
YMCA, said Garvin. The activity
director will create internship
opportunities for teens with local

IN

BRILi ;

Allston Civic Association
meets July 20

businesses, and organize workshops to teach basic job skills.
Monthly workshops would cover
subjects such as how to fill our a
job application, resume writing or
what to expect in an interview.
'The ultimate goal is that they
see that success is something that
you work toward and achieve,"
said Garvin. "You don't fall into
it."
The YMCA plans to begin
searching for a director immediately so the program can be under
way by the time students return to
school in the fall.
Members of the business com-

munity will sponsor workshops, so
they will be held in a variety of
professional settings that might
range from a local bank to a hospital, said Garvin.
"We want it to work so they are
going to be exposed to a number of
different places and professions
and skills."
"I love the idea that this isn't one
person doing it," said Garvin,
explaining that the police department is very much a part of making
the program happen. 'This is just
one more really great, very real
example of the police really making a strong impact." 0
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Jamaica Plain And The Hospitals

_

P 0 Box 457 - 111 Boylston St - Brookline 02146
PRIORITY TICKET expires 60 days from date of issue

Service depends on cab availability.

www.redcabs.com

The Allston Civic Association will
meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, July 20, at
the Thomas Gardner School, 30
Athol St. District 9 City Council canclidates Brian Honan and Rosie
Hanlon will address the association
at the meeting.
In addition, members will discuss
issues concerning The Original
French Bred Pizza and Riley's Roast
Beef restaurants.
At the May meeting, the association denied a liquor license to the 711 on North Harvard Street.

Walk will benefit suicide
prevention program
The Samaritans of Boston is holding
registration for iL~ first SK Run/Walk
that is scheduled for Saturday, Oct.
16, at 10 a.m. The cost of prerzegistering for the walk is $12 before Oct.
13 and $15 thereafter. Proceeds from
the walk will benefit Samaritans, a
suicide prevention center. Prizes will
be given to the top finishers of various age groups and the first 250 people to register will receive a T-shirt.
For more infonnation, call 5362460.

Two sports events being
offered by the city

What's the most

The city of Boston is holding two
local events on Tuesday, July 20.
From 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Boston Red
Sox players and coaches will host a
baseball clinic at Rogers Park for
kids ages 14 and under. For more
infonnation, about the event, call
635-4505, ext. 63 11.
Mini volleyball clinics are also
being held on Tuesday at 12:30 p.m.
at Ringer Parle.
For more infonnation, call 6354822.

\

convenient time for you

to do your banking?

C011111Jnity Centers to hold
senior cruise and clambake
Boston Community Centers will be
holding its 13th annual Clambake
Cruise for senior citizens on July 23
and Aug. 6. The cruise is held on the
Spirit of Boston and features a tour
of Boston Harbor. The event costs
$32, and includes the meal, cruise
and transportation from Boston
neighborhoods.
The July 23 cruise is for residents
of Allston, Brighton, Back Bay,
Charlestown, Chinatown, Dorchester,
East Boston, North End and South
Boston.
For more infonnation or to register, call Kaye Ryan, Boston
Community Centers elderly services
coordinator, at (617) 653-4920.

How about whenever?

BankBoston has a number of services that let you do your banking when it's truly convenient
for you. Want to chec k your balances at 6 A.M.? Want to see if a specific check has cleared
at 11 P. ,\I.? On a Sunday? With over 1,600 BankBoston ATMs, HomeLink computer banking,
automated te lephone banking and 24-hour customer service, you can do your banking
anytime. Not to mention just about anywhere. So open a BankBoston account today by calling
1-800-2-BOSTON or stopping by any branch. BankBoston. This is your time. Spend it wisely:"

- . BankBoston

Book donations
welcome at library
The Friends of the Brighton Branch
Library is collecting donations for its
IN BRIEF, page 7

First Community Bank
.\\ember FDIC

bankboston .com
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POLITICS

Oak Square's Mulligan takes aim at at-large incumbents
Resident outlines
plans for council run

last Thursday at Doyle's, the Jamaica
Plain political watering hole (a
Brighton fund-raiser will be held at
the Green Briar on Aug. 11 ). If he
really is spoiling for a fight, he's
going to have to scrap with wellestablished brawlers.
The challenger is ready with some
long-dismissed ideas, such as school
choice or vouchers for education,
and he'll have to sell these ideas to
voters if he's going to find a way
onto the City Council.
Mulligan isn't the only outsider
trying to crack the board, and all four
incumbents are also running for reelection.
That means Mulligan won't be
able to exclusively ca<;h in on the
"outsider" tag, and he'll also have to
knock off councilors with deep,
strong root~ in the electorate. Dapper
O'Neil, for example, can't see or
hear particularly well and spends
most of his time in a Stoughton
rehab hospital. But he is almost
unbeatable in an at-large race.
Still, Mulligan hopes his youth and
energy can get him pa<;t the
entrenched incumbents.
"I think they all have their
strengths, and they all have their constituencies. We're going to have to
take a litlle bit from all of those,"
Mulligan said. 'These guys have
been in office for a while, there are
councilors who have been there for a
couple of decades. I'm hopingpoople are looking for some fresh faces
and fresh talent."

By Jason Lefferts
TAB Columnist
oe Mulligan lives in the city,
has a good job and is the father
of two young children.
Often, a person in Mulligan's
shoes would want to move out of the
city, away from the urban school system, heavy traffic and crime threats.
In Mulligan's case, however, he's
staying right where he is.
He plans to stay in his Oak Square
home, and instead of complaining
about the way things are or checking
out the real estate listings in the
paper, he's running for an at-lai·ge
city council seat.
"It's the fact that I have such a
vested interest in the community,"
Mulligan said. "Instead of just complaining about it and maybe moving
out, I want to do something about it.
Instead of take flight, I'd rather stay
and fight."
Mulligan's slogan rhymes nicely.
But it also wraps up a good portion
of his campaign message.
He's concerned about the downtown development boom - as a city
planner for 10 years it's a naturaJ
issue - but more importantly,
Mulligan is wonied about the
schools and neighborhoods.
'Tm looking at this in tenns of
what's important from the standpoint
of the neighborhood," Mulligan said.
"I want to keep city services at a
high level, and continue the development of children."
Mulligan kicked off his campaign

J

decide enrollment on the basis of
race anymore, but that doesn't mean
Brighton schools still won't be
diverse.
The School Committee voted last
Wednesday to end Boston's racebased enrollment system. The new
policy will allow children to go to
schools closer to home, and will
also allow parents to get more
involved in the schools.
"Brighton is so diverse. The geography and demographics of the city
are such that the diversity of the city
will produce diverse schools," City
Councilor Brian Honan said. "Just
the make-up of the neighborhoods
like Allston-Brighton and Jamaica
Plan guarantee neighborhood
schools will be diverse schools."
Honan said since he's been
involved in city politics since 1995,
school placement has been the
most-discussed education issue he
has dealt with.
Before becoming a councilor.
Honan was a teacher at a private
school, where most of the student-;
lived nearby. If there was a problem
with a kids, Honan knew a parent
could be at the school in I 0 minutes. While that may not be the case
for all students, it will allow parents
better access to their children's
school. A school in Brighton is
much closer than one in Dorchester,
for example.
"If the kids are going to the
schools right up the street, the parents will be able to be involved in
the schools easier," Honan said.
'They' II have an easier time making
it to parent-teacher meetings and
that kind of thing."

Areturn to
neighbomood schools
Boston public schools may not

NEW. USED. WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE. IT'S ALL NEW TO YOU.
We're the AIDS Action Committee's resale
store. 60 Canal St opposite North Station T.

12.0

u

RA\..'~s

Or ,e

1.)

.Congressional questions

U.S. Rep. Michael Capuano took the floor at St Eliz.abcth 's Medical Center last
Monday at a breakfast forum sponsored by the AUston and Brighton boards of
trade. Capuano took questions from community members and spoke out
against the recent flurry or bank mergers, saying bigger banks are bad for
smaller busin~

Honan backs bill
to protect tenants
Honan is behind an ordinance filed
by Mayor Thomas Menino thal

I

www .aac.org

I

EARLY BIRD SPECIAi:
4-6 pm, Monday - Thursday
_

Free Night & Weekend Calling
LIMITED TIME OFFER
Hurry Sign-up by July 31st!

500
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night and weekend calls

$99.99
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No Annual Contracts Required and
No Hidden Charges
• It's Clearer. 100% Digital Sprint PCS
Nationwide Network
• Voicemail, Caller ID, Call Waiting

$29991mo.
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service plans starting at

clear alternative to cellular. ·

Sprint PCS"
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180 Bunker Hill St., Charlestown, MA 02129
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605 Massachusetts Ave.,Cambrldge, MA
(617) 354-4091
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INTERNATIONAL BEEPERS

48 Maverick, East Boston, MA 02128
(617) 561-0952

912 Morton St., Mattapan, MA 02126
(617) 282-5203

4286 Washington St.,Roslindale, MA 02131
(617) 327-6545

PG COMMUNICATIONS
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3084 Washington St, Roxbury, MA 02119
(617) 971-0790

1205 Hyde Part< Ave., Hyde Part<, MA 02136
(617) 361-0175

RPC COMMUNICATIONS

ALL INONE

ADAM STREET CAMERA

152 South St, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
(617) 522·2929

1291 Commonwealth Ave., Allston, MA
07134

620 Gallivan Blvd., Dochester, MA 02124
(617) 825-1952
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Luncheon Specials

Served Mon.-Sat., 11-4
Best Seafood Broiled Schrod
Fr. Schrod
Restaurant
Br. Smells
Fr. Smelts
Mackerel
•
Fr. Sole

Phone purchase and activation required. Restrictions apply. See printed materials in·store for details.
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Sprint PCS

Sprint PCS
Phone by
Qualcomm
Model
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would protect city apartment tenan~
from condominium conversions.
The Menino proposal would give

s5 95

356 Harvard Street, Brookline, MA • 566-5590

Brighton Insurance
Agency

Highest Safe Driver
Discount in
Massachusetts
15% discount (step 9)
10% discount (step 10)

STAR COMMUNICATIONS
44 Beach St,Boston, MA 02111
(617) 521-0615

359 Washington Street • Brighton
Hablamos Espanol
Falamos Portugues
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POLICE LOG
POLICE LOG, from page 8
detective during a disturbance at the
Kells Bar, 161 Brighton Ave.
Upon arrival, officers found the
detective in foot pursuit of a man.
According to police accounts, officers apprehended the man on
Harvard Avenue and were told by
witnesses that the man had threatened them with a knife.
According to reports, officers
asked the man if he had a knife, and
the man said there was one in his
pocket.
Officers then spoke with employees of Kells Bar who said that due to
the man's disruptive behavior, they
escorted him out of the bar, where
the man started to bang on the door.
The detective went outside to tell the
man to leave, when the man produced a knife, displayed it, then held
it by his side.
Police arrested 2.eferino Kincade,
28, of 11 B Emerald Court, Boston,
and charged him with assault by
means of a dangerous weapon.

July 8 for a report of a fight.
According to police reports, officers spoke with bar employees, who
said they saw seven people fleeing
down an alley behind the bar. The
seven people were believed to be
involved in a fight inside the bar.
The officers were able to apprehend four people and brought them
back to the bar. Officers observed
that one of the four was bleeding
from his forehead and asked him
how he got cut. The man said one of
the doormen had hit him with a bottle. The doorman later stated that he
was hit with a wooden stick by one
of the men.
Three people were charged in connection with the incident.
Police arrested Christopher Rakes,
21, of21 Norcross St., Arlington;
Christopher Cobell, 21, of I025
Tremont St. Apt. 2, Boston; and
Brian Diblasi, 25, of 66 Quint Ave.
Apt. 2, Allston, and charged them
with assault and battery with a dangerous weapon.

Police investigate
fight at Avenue Bar

Police receive report of
invasion for antique sale
D

Ill Boston Police officers were
called to The Avenue Bar, 1249
Commonwealth Ave. at 1:06 a.m. on

At 3:15 p.m. on July 8, Boston
Police received a breaking-andentering report on Gerrish Street.

Upon arrival, officers spoke with
the caretaker of an antiques business
that runs out of a Gerrish Street
home. The caretaker told police that
earlier that morning, two unknown
men had approached the business
owner about buying some antiques.
The woman let the men into her
home while she waited outside.
According to police reports, the
men loaded several antique paintings and an antique mahogany love
seat into a light brown van. One of
the men gave the owner $285 cash
for the items. The caretaker estimates the items are worth more than
$10,000.
Police are investigating the incident.

Police investigate
breaking and entering
ml On July 7, at 12:46 p.m., Boston
Police were called to Riley's Roast
Beef 140, Brighton Ave., Allston
after the owner of the business
reported that someone had broken
into the restaurant and stole or damaged computer goods, supplies, food
and surveillance equipment valued at
more than $20,000.
Detectives are investigating the
incident. 0

It's
like your own
Storage Closet

Pens and
Pencils
Scissors

& Erasers
Crayons
&Chalk

POLITICS

FROMPAGE6
elderly, disabled and low- to moderate-income tenants five years warning if their units are going to be
turned into a condominiums. Also,
their rent would not be able to go up
more than I0 percent each year during that five-year period.
· The proposal is similar to one proposed by Honan three years ago,
which would have offered lifetime
protection for those tenant~. 111at was
struck down by the state Supreme
Judicial Court.

About l ,000 Boston renters would
benefit from this plan, and Honan
says it stand'> a better chance if it is
challenged in court.
I

The Allston Red Sox?

\ '

As the Boston Red Sox move ahead
with plans to build a new stadium in
the Fenway, Fonner House
Republican Leader Ed Teague is
pitching a new plan.
His idea'? Move the team to
Allston.

Teague, from Yarmouth, has been
lobbying State House leaders to back
a plan to move the team to a space
near the Conrail yards in Allston.
It seems like a pitch well outside
the strike zone and, not surprisingly,
Teague does not have many fans on
his bandwagon.
The Sox have no reason to tum
their back on their well-received plan
to build a new stadium next to
Fenway Park, and Honan says it's
clear the team really wanL~ to stay in
the Fenway. 0
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LEG .\I. \OTICES
Pacitto Estate
LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT DEPARTMENT
SUFFOLK DIVISION
DOCKET NO. 99P1612
In the ESTATE OF Joseph Pacitto, Jr.
To all persons interested in the estate of
Joseph Pacitto, Jr. late of the County of
Suffolk Date of Death March 13, 1999
A petition has been presented in the
ab6ve captioned matter praying that Jo·
seph and Rosina Pacitto, both of Boston
in the County of Suffolk be appointed coadministrators without sureties on their
bond.
IF YOU DESIRE TO OBJECT THERETO, YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY MUST
FILE A WRITIEN APPEARANCE IN
SAID COURT AT Boston 24 New Chardon St. Courthouse 3rd floor BEFORE
TEN O'CLOCK IN THE FORENOON
(10:00 A.M.) ON August 5, 1999
Witness Elaine M. M"oriarty Esquire, First
Justice of said Court.
Date 7-8-99
Richard lannella
Register of Probate Court
AD#901548
Allston Brighton Tab, 7/20/99

Shagoury Guardianship
LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
PROBATE COURT
SUFFOLK ss.
Case No. 99P-1180
To Robert E. Shagoury of Boston in said
County of Suffolk and to his heirs apparent or presumptive and to the United
States Veterans' Administration, if required an amended petition has been
gresented to said Court alleging that said
Robert E. Shagoury is a mentally ill person and praying !flat Lillian Vincuila of
Bridgewater 1n Plymouth County and Eleanor Puglia of N orth Reading, in the
County ofMiddlesex or some other suitable PE!rson be appointed his guardian.
If you desire to ob1ect thereto you or your
attorney should file a written appearance
in said Court at Boston before ten o'clock
in the forenoon on the 5th day of August
1999, the return day of this citation.
WitnessJ Elaine M. Moriarty, Esquirel
First Juage of said Court this 30th day o
June 1999.
Richard lanella, Register
AD #901473
Allston/Brighton Tab, 7/20/99
Sylvain Summons
LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF

MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE ANO FAMILY
COURT DEPARTMENT
SUFFOLK Division
Docket No. 9900440DV1
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
Elucia Sylvain, Plaintiff

v.

Edner Sylvain Defendant
To the above named Defendant:
A Complaint has been eresented to this
Court by the Plaintiff E UCIA SYLVAIN,
seeking Divorce for Utter Desertion
You are required to serve upon William F.
Maloney - attorney for plaintiff - whose
address is 67 Coodington St., #206,
Quin<:,y, MA 02169 your answer on or before September 2, 1999. If you fail to do
so, the court will proceed to the hearing
and adjudication of this action. You are
also required to file a co_py of your answer in lhe office of the Register of this
Court at Boston.
Witness, Elaine M. Moriarty, Esquire,
First Justice of said Court at Boston, this
1st day of Ari I, 1999.
Richard lannalla
Register of Probate Court
AD #901474
Allston/Brighton Tab, 7/20, 7127, 8/3/99
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OPINION

A plaza for

the people
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housands of people packed onto City Hall Plaza last
(.Al.C..£~ f'O\..trtC.~ ...
Tuesday night. Vendors sold sausage and pepper sandwiches, hot dogs and soda. The All-Star Game was broadcast on
a giant-screen television before bleachers set up for people not lucky
enough, rich enough or connected enough to get into Fenway Park to
see the game in person.
It was hard to imagine that this is one of the more troubled and
controversial spaces in Boston. It was as perfect a night on City Hall
Plaza as there ever has been. Mayor Thomas Menino, without help of
a committee of developers, architects, politicians, philanthropists and
business leaders, srumbled upon the perfect use for the space - a
place for the people of Boston to gather. How ingenious.
City Hall Plaza has long been considered a waste of prime real
estate, a barren red-brick no man's land that is not at all welcoming
to the people. That the acrual City Hall building is a forbidding strucrure does not help. The most recent plans for the plaza have included
developing the site and building a hotel on it to make it more userLt ~TTl ~ RS
friendly. How could a hotel have made it any more user-friendly than
it was last week?
the questions that weren't asked or revealed by the Sox in
Knight-ly praise
their poll.
City Hall Plaza needs to be improved. But the solution lies in
Brighton Knights of Columbus Council No. 12lwould
To start, would those 400 voters polled support a new
determining the best use for the space and then redesigning the space like to thank all in the community that have helped make
Red
Sox megaplex, if they knew that they, the taxpayers,
accordingly. During the summer months, concerts are regularly held
1999 great for us. They include the following, and more:
were footing the bill for "infrastructure" - to the tune of
Peoples Federal Savings Bank, Citizens Bank,
on the plaza, attracting young and old, Bostonians and tourists. A
hundreds of millions of dollars, while they can't get even
Stockyard
Restaurant, Green Briar Restaurant, Corrib
farmers' market is held there. As of last winter, the Enchanted Village
the smallest of tax relief?
Pub & Restaurant, Porter Belly's Restaurant, Julia's
has been set up there. Boston is slowly backing into a solution of its
Do they support the addition of l O,<m-12,(XX) seats,
Restaurant, Home Supply Co., Amanda's Florist, Sawin
when the current Fenway Park is anywhere from 5,<mCity Hall Plaza problem.
Florist, Minahan's Florist, Linda's Shear Xcitment, Ozma 10,(XX) below capacity on any given game day?
Instead of pie-in-the-sky plans for developments and hotels, city
Hair Design, Blow Out Hair Design, Venetian Hair
Would Boston residents polled in the survey, and we
Salon, Fabric Showroom, VH Framing, Stop & Shop,
officials, and Menino in particular, should take a step back and think
have to assume there were at least a few, support the new
Star Market, Warren Hall Liquors, and Dorr's Liquors.
smaller. The people of Boston love their outdoor space - as a sumRed Sox megaplex if they knew that the city was going
Thank you all, and please don't forget our annual
mer evening stroll along the Esplanade or through the Common will
to spend anywhere from $65 million or more in eminent
Tootsie Roll Drive in October.
domain costs, at the same time their children protest the
prove. This summer, HBO began sponsoring outdoor movies on the
Francis X. Russell, Grand Knight,
fact that there isn't any bathroom tissue in their public
Common, while the Metropolitan District Commission continued its
Brighton Knights of Columbus Council# 121 schools?
long tradition of weekly movies at the Hatch Shell. All Bostonians
These are deeper questions that should have been
needed to make those spaces work was a patch of grass on which
Beyond the Sox poll
asked and addressed by any poll concerning a new
they could spread a blanket or place a lawn chair. There's a lesson in
I find it amusing and pathetic that a limited, random sam- megaplex. It's too bad the Red Sox, who have still not
had a public hearing to reveal their new plans to the
pling of 400 voters by the Boston Red Sox, promoting
that for City Hall Plaza planners.
Fenway
neighborhood, are too busy PR spinning instead
the
need
for
a
new
megaplex,
could
get
such
play
in
The answer is not in filling the space with buildings, but in filling it
of
being
competent and responsible neighbors.
Boston's
daily
papers.
with people. Stop talking to the architects and the developers and
Antlwny Schinella, Boston
Since everyone knows the power to shape specific outstart talking to landscape architects. All city officials need do is make comes via polling is quite easy, the real concern here is
the space more friendly to a Bostonian's back side than the hard red
brick is, expand its entertainment programming and let the people do
BEA.CON HILL ROLL CA.LL
the rest. In no time at all City Hall Plaza will be a preeminent civic
any impact
future wages will be raised to reflect
The following local represelltatives'
space of the caliber of Boston Common or the Esplanade.
increases in lhe consumer price
A "yes" vote is for the study and
votes are on five roll calls from the
index.
against a lower minimwn wage for
week ofJuly 12-16. There were no
young entry level employees.
roll calls in the Senate last week.
Amendment supporters said this
Rep. Brian Golden: yes
will ensure that the minimum wage
Rep. Kevin Honan: yes
continues
to
rise
in
an
appropriate
Minimum wage
manner which will help thousands of
hike endorsed
hardworking people support their
Earned income tax credit
The House, 153-1, gave near-final
families. Opponents said any future
increase supported
approval to, and sent to lhe Senate, a hikes should be decided by legisla254 Second Ave., P.O. Box 9112, Needham, MA 02492 617/254-7530
The
House, 153-0, gave near-final
bill increasing the minimum wage
tors and not by a faceless, flawed
EDITOR - PETER PANEPENTO, (78 1) 433-8334
approval to, and sent to the Senate, a
from $5.25 to $6 per hour in January index.
ppanepento@cnc.com
2(XX) and to $6.75 in January 200 I.
A "yes" vote is for the ame11dme111 bill increasing the earned income tax
credit for low-income working famiSupporters said this pro-worker bill raising future wages based on the
NEWS EDITOR - DEBRA GOLDSTEIN, (781) 433-8302
dgoldstein@cnc.com
lies with children living at home
will
ensure
economic
justice
and
help
CPI. A "no" vote is against it.
..............................................................................................................................................
from I0 percent to 25 percent of the
thousands of families who are living
SENIOR REPORTER - LINDA ROSENCRANCE, (78 1) 433-8358
Rep. Brian Golden: no
federal credit.
near the poverty level despite the fact Rep. Kevin Honan: no
lrosencrance@cnc.com
The current 10 percent credit is
that the breadwinner works in excess
SALES REPRESENTATIVE - CINDY GIKA, (78 1) 433-8399
applied toward the taxpayer's liabiliof 40 hours weekly. Opponents said
Under-191ower
ARTS EDITOR - TAMARA WIEDER, (781) 433-8362
ty and if it exceeds the liability, the
the hike will raise the costs of the
wage prevented
taxpayer receives the excess credit as
state's small businesses and make
PUBLISHER - CAROLE BRENNAN, (781) 433-83 13
..............................................................................................................................................
a refund. The additional 15 percent
them less competitive with business- The House, 155-0, approved an
EDITOR IN CHIEF - Boa UNGER, (78 1) 433-8350
credit in the proposed legislation can
amendment striking a section of the
es in states with a lower minimum
SALES DIRECTOR - CRIS WARREN, (781) 433-8264
only be applied toward the liability
minimum wage bill which allows
wage.
and is not refunded if it exceeds the
A
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for
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the
miniemployers
to
pay
35
cents
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per
CIRCULATION DIRECTOR - RYAN FARRELL, (781) 433-6760
hour to entry-level workers under 19 liability.
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COMMENTARY

Give us some new ideas
t's election time in Boston and candidates
for the City Council are coming out of the
woodwork. And bringing with them piles
and piles of press releases.
Incumbents tout their favorite pet projects.
But what really drives me crazy are the releases "announcing" one thing or another, as if the
person sending the release actually had something to do with whatever it is he, or she, is
announcing. For example, "City Councilor
Xavier Thoroughgood announces that the city
is receiving a $30 trillion state grant to fix pot-

I

By Linda Rosencrance

holes." You get the picture.
The challengers are no better. With each day
comes word that this candidate is going to
reform the way the council does business or
that the other candidate has a proposal to completely overhaul - or at least give it a face lift
- the city's auditing department, or department of public works, or in the case I'm going
to tell you about, the school department
A couple weeks ago, we received an eightpage plan to improve the Boston School
Department from John Tobin, who is one of
four challengers trying to unseat City
Councilor Maura Hennigan.
Tobin, 27, said the goal of the plan was to
improve the Boston school system and make it
the school system of choice for every family.
After reading over his ideas, I was struck by
one glaring fact: the school department is in the
process of implementing, or has already put in
place, most of the things Tobin said he wanted
to accomplish. So I called Tracey Lynch, the
school department's spokeswoman, and we
went over Tobin's plan, idea by idea. And I discovered I was right - the majority of Tobin's
proposal were not new, or original, at all.
While I won't go into excruciating detail, I
will point out one or two ofTobin's ideas that
are already in place.
To be fair, however, I will say that he is
proposing a couple of concepts that are not
being talked about on Court Street - the headquarters of the Boston School Department.

Expanding on Mayor Thomas Menino's
plans to build five new schools in the city,
Tobin has called for eight new schools to be
built. And Tobin wants the schools to put more
emphasis on early childhood education, which
other city councilors also say is lacking.
But in his platform on education, Tobin talks
about such things as a plan for major renovations and rehabilitation of existing schools already in place. He wants up-to-date technology for all schools - done. In fact, Boston is
the first urban school system in the country to
wire each of its schools for high-speed Internet
access. In addition, by 200 I there will be one
computer for every four students. There is one
computer for every nine or I 0 students, and
when the project was started two years ago
there was one computer for every 63 students.
Tobin also calls for programs and solutions
to deal with at-risk students - again the
schools are already dealing with this issue. The
alternative high school is two or three years old
and is set up for students who are chronically
disruptive; in the fall a public alternative middle school will open.
So, now you understand what I'm talking
about and believe me when I tell that just about
every other idea coming out of Tobin's head is
not original. Last week, I met with Tobin to
talk to him about my problems with his school
proposals. During the interview, Tobin
acknowledged that some of his ideas were not
original and he was aware that the school
department was working on them already.
However, he said when he tried to get information from Court Street about what's going on in
the schools, people there were not helpful.
OK, I understood that,, but I still couldn't figure out why Tobin would write his position
paper about the schools without giving them
credit for what they are doing right.
Don' t get me wrong, Tobin's a nice guy and
he'd probably make a good city councilor. But
talking with for an hour did not change my
mind about how the way I felt about him passing off his ideas as brand new and original.
"I've never claimed [the ideas] were brand
new," Tobin said. " I want to lend my voice to
improve the public schools and expand on
what they're doing."
My advice: "Next time you should say what
you mean, John." 0
Linda Rosencrance covers City Hall for The
TAB.

Mystery behind Finneran
ike the Shroud ofTu,rin, the Kennedy
Assassination and the whereabouts of
Whitey Bulger, the mind of Torn
Finneran is an enduring mystery.
How else to explain the House Speaker's
conversion on the issue of minimum wage?
It's a mystery wrapped in riddle surrounded
by an enigma.
For better than two years, Finneran - perhaps the most conservative lawmaker on
Beacon Hill - argued against raising the mini-
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By Steve LeBlanc

mum wage in Massachusetts.
Senate President Tom Birmingham wanted
it Republican Gov. Paul Cellucci wanted it
Even self-proclaimed fiscal watchdog and former state Treasurer Joe Malone said the state
should boost the minimum wage.
But Finneran, much to the liking of leading
business groups, held tough.
It's not that he didn't sympathiz.e with those
struggling to get by on $5.25, Finneran said,
it's just that he didn't want to put the state at an
economic disadvantage with its neighbors.
Raise the minimum wage unilaterally,
Finneran warned, and employers would take
their jobs and head over the state line in search
of cheaper labor.
From the get-go, Finneran's argument
strained credulity. Given the state's roaring
economy, few workers were making the minimum wage, and those who did by and large
worked in the service industry flipping hamburgers and changing bed sheets.
Chances are a hotel in Cambridge or a
McDonald's in downtown Boston are not
going to pack up and move to North Conway.
But Finneran refused to budge. Last year he
single-handedly blocked the bill from coming
to the House floor for a vote after it passed the
Senate and despite clear indications that a vast
majority of representatives supported it.
Then, last week, everything changed.
Finneran's office quietly issued a press
release announcing his support for a $1.50

hike.
The timing was equally bizarre. Just five
hours earlier, Finneran's hand-picked House
Ways and Means Committee had rejected
another amendment for a $1.50 increase, calling it excessive. The committee instead
approved a $1 increase.
Moments after Finneran's release reached
the hands of reporters, House Ways and Means
Chairman Paul Haley said he too had had a
change of heart
Within 24 hours the bill - Finneran's version, that is - roared through the House.
Was it a change of heart or a change or
thinking that prompted Finneran's giddy
about-face?
That's the mystery.
In explaining his decision, Finneran pointed
to the state's strong economy. But the economy
was equally strong last summer when Finneran
killed the bill.
More likely, the all-powerful Finneran succumbed to one of several pressure points:
• The "will of the House." Finneran often
uses the phrase to explain controversial decisions. Usually it's code for "the will of
Finneran" but this time, it might be true. In the
weeks before his announcement, there
appeared to be a critical mass of Democrats
unhappy about taking the heat for Finneran's
refusal to budge on a popular issue.
• 2002. Finneran is one of about a dozen
Democrats eyeing the 2002 gubernatorial election. Holding out on the minimum wage might
win a few votes with business leaders but cost
him dearly with the great unwashed.
• The Mattapan Hero syndrome. By now it's
a classic Finneran strategy. Hold out on an
iss1:1e to manufacture a crisis and then ride to
the rescue at the last minute to fix the crisis
you created. He did it with the Patriots stadium
bill. He did it again with the minimum wage.
That last strategy has got to be driving
Birmingham nuts.
Birmingham, himself a possible candidate
for governor, championed the minimum wage
for years. But who stole all the headlines this
week? The man from the House.
Finneran is also smart enough to know a
simple maxim of politics: Voters will forgive
and forget a flip-flop as long as you land on the
"right" side of an issue. 0
Steve LeBlanc covers the State House for
Community Newspaper Company.

No easy answers for tough questions about aging
he best perk that goes with
being a columnist is hearing from readers. The two
kinds of mail - e and snail along with telephone calls and faceto-face conversations with readers,
enrich my life. Hardly anything
pleases me so much as getting com-
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GROWING
OLDER
By Richard Griffin

ments from those who have read my
column, even the occasional negative responses.
Sometimes, however, readers
make suggestions for future
columns that are difficult for me to
write about. I realize that columnists
are supposed to act like know-italls. But I confess to lacking confidence in my ability to answer some
questions adequately.
That's the way I feel about an email sent to me by a reader in
Boston last week. For several reasons I admire its author, but wonder
whether I can follow through on her

suggestions.
About herself the writer says this:
"I came to the U.S. from a country
where elderly respect is highly valued." She then goes on to share her
experience taking care of her father
who died last fall after four years in
a nursing home.
My correspondent remains disturbed about what she saw happen
in that institution to residents
"whose relatives just left them
there." Without people to advocate
on their behalf, these residents did
not get adequate care and, she says,
even suffered personal abuse.
The writer leaves me with five
questions that she considers appropriate for columns. I share them
with you pretty much as they were
written:
• What are the things a good citizen can do to make a positive
impact on the lives of elders?
• How can elderly abuse be prevented?
• Is the statement "love is ageless" taken seriously?
• What are the organizations
which coordinate volunteer work
for elders?
•What does it take to ensure that
elderly respect will become
American Idealism?

Though the first, third, and last
questions pose the most difficulty,
perhaps I can group them together
and attempt to speak to them first.
How can the good citizens of the
United States change our society so
that our elders can live better and be
held in higher regard?
To me, it's largely a question of
spiritual values. As the Swiss physician Paul Tournier once wrote: "I
have come to the conclusion that
there is one essential, profound,
underlying problem, and it is that
the old are unloved."
In a society focused on economic
progress to the extent that the
United States is, it's hard to find
much space for other societal goods.
When so many of us focus our lives
on making money, putting people
first remains a distant ideal. Elders
and children alike can easily find
themselves neglected.
To the extent that we place the
highest premium on power and
wealth, elders are bound to suffer
some neglect. Too many of our
older people lack the money and
influence that in our time and place
look like the only things that command respect.
However, I believe that, to a considerable extent, demographic

changes will transform this situation. When the advance party of
Baby Boomers reaches age 65 some
15 years from now, we will see
social values start to change. Aging
will become more fashionable and
those doing it will be better educated and wealthier than we have been.
These future elders will demand
better treatment than the current
senior generation has received.
This leads into my reader's questions two and four, about elder
abuse and also citizen volunteering.
Already we have a state-wide network, established almost 20 years
ago, to protect older residents
against physical and emotional
abuse, neglect and financial
exploitation. Evidence suggests that
this protective services program has
proven its value by intervening
many times on behalf of older peopleat risk.
The Massachusetts Executive
Office of Elder Affairs, a state cabinet-level agency, takes overall
responsibility for protecting people
older than 60 and works with 27
regional agencies called ASAPS
(Aging Services Access Points) to
insure that reports of abuse are
investigated and, when warranted,
acted upon.

In addition, the commonwealth
sponsors a long-term care ombudsman program that sends volunteers
into nursing homes to investigate
residents' complaints and to advocate for changes. This, incidentally,
is one area in which citizens will
find an opportunity to offer their
volunteer services in a way that can
make a difference in people's lives.
Other volunteer opportunities can
be found through the agencies that
serve older people. I recommend
calling the Council on Aging in
your city or town, the ASAP in your
area, or the Executive Office of
Elder Affairs. The latter can be
reached at a toll-free number, 1-800
882-2003.
If you have access to the Internet,
I highly recommend the agency's
excellent Web page,
www.state.ma.us/elder/main.htm.
Here you can find detailed information with names of agencies in
Massachusetts complete with telephone numbers, and links to agencies in other states as well. 0
Richard Griffin shares his unique
perspectives with readers in his
"Growing Older" column. To offer
column ideas, e-mail at
rbgriff180@aol.com, or call (781)
433-8328.
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RELIGION NEWS
Church plans flea martcet
The annual Flea Market has resumed
at the Brighton Congregational
Church, 404 Washington St.,
1
Brighton Center. The Flea Market
will be open every Saturday from 9
, a.m.-4 p.m. The rental proceeds support the church's charitable wori<.s,
• the food pantry and hot meals. New
vendors are welcome.
For more information, call 7827519.

1

St. Luke's offers
midweek c0111111nion
An informal service of Holy
Eucharist is celebrated every
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at St Luke's

and St. Margaret's Episcopal Church,
located at the corner of Brighton
Avenue and St Luke's Road in
Allston.
For more information, call the
Rev. Karen Bettacchi at 782-2029.

Religious education
registration begins
Religious education registration is
under way at St. Columbkille Parish
for students planning to attend first
grade through confirmation classes in
the faJI. Registration forms are available at the entrance of the church,
located at 32 l Market St., Brighton.
Children must be registered even if
they attended the school last year.

Children who will be attending a
parochial school other than St.
ColumbkiUe, but plan on making
First Communion at the church,
should also register at this time.
Public and parochial students entering ninth and I 0th grades need to
register for Confinnation.
For more information, call Sister
Virginia at 782-7445.

Bible study prayer group
meets Mondays

Parish offers services
Adults who are interested in learning
about the Catholic faith, planning a
marriage, Baptism or who have not
been confinned, are invited call
Sister Vuginia at the St. Columbkille
Parish Religious Education Office at
782-7445.

An evening adult Bible study and
prayer group meets every Monday,
from 7: 15-9 p.m., at the Brighton
Evangelical Congregational Church.
The group reflects on the scriptures as they pertain to the participants' lives as well as the news of the
day. The session continues with a
time of prayer. All are welcome.
The church is located at 404
Washington St, Brighton.
For more information, call 254-

4046.

Mass enrollments available
The Assumption Center at 330

HO BETTER TO SHOW YOU WAYS OF SAVING
ELECTRICITY THAN THE PEOPLE WHO CREATED IT?

Market St, Brighton, has Mass
enrollments for many occasions:
weddings, anniversaries, birthdays,
births, sickness and deaths. It also
offers perpetual, five-year, annual
and individual Masses.
The center, which is the home of
the Augustinians of the Assumption,
is associated with Assumption
College in Worcester. It is open
Monday through Wednesday, from 8
a.m.-4p.m.
For more information, call 7830495.

Children's choir
welcomes members
St. Columbkille Church invites children in Grades 2-8 to participate in
its children's choir. Rehearsals are
held Thursdays, from 2: 15-3 p.m., or
from 3:30-4: 15 p.m.
For more information, caJI the
church at 782-5774.

Food pantry is open
twice a month
Hill Memorial Baptist Church's food
pantry is open every second and last
Saturday of the month, from IO a.m.
until noon. The pantry, located in the
church at 279 North Harvard St.,
Brighton, serves Allston and
Brighton resident<;.
Contributions of food or cash are
welcome.
For more information, call the
church at 782-4524.

'Contemporary Liturgy'
group open to all
St. Columbkille Church at 321
Markel St., Brighton, invites the
community to participate in its
Contemporary Liturgy Community
at 9:30 a.m. each Sunday. The group
gathers after Mass for coffee and
doughnuts.

Send your religion announcements
to TAB news editor Debra Goldstein.

The mailing address is AllstonBrighton TAB, P.O. Box 9112,
Needlu1111, MA. 02192-9112. Our fax
number is (781) 433-8202. Theemail address is dgoldstein@cnc.com.

SENIOR CALENDAR

Programs and classes by the Veronica
B. Smith Multi-Service Center, 20
Chestnut Ave., for the week of July
20-26. The senior center is open
Monday-Friday from 8:30 am.-4
p.m. Lunch is served MondayThursday at noon. Telephone: 6356120.
Tuesday, July 20
9 a.m. - Exercise Class. No cost
9:30 a.m. - Crochet
10 a.m. - Bowling
Noon - Lunch
1 p.m. - Bingo
Wednesday, July 21
Noon-Lunch

Aside from the limited effort it would take

Rebate programs for premium efficient

to screw in a lightbulb, our Energy Efficiency

motors

Programs can help you start saving energy

replacement equipment programs. We'll

immediately. We have a number of retrofit

even come to your office to show you all the

programs for existing equipment and systems.

other ways you can help the environment

and

new

construction

and

and save energy. Not to mention money.
Just call 1-800-592-2000 (Press option 5).

Thursday, July 22
9 a.m. - Exercise
10 a.m. - Fix-it-Shop
Noon-Lunch
1-3 p.m. - Venus' Bingo
1-4 p.m. - Bridge
Friday, July 23
9 a.m. - Walking
Monday, July 26
9 a.m. - Walking
Noon - Lunch
1 p.m. - Senior swim at the YMCA
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PORTS
Brighton teams
jockey for
early-season
momentum ·

Brighton reaches Mayor's Cup semis

Boston Neighborhood Basketball
League action heats up
By Chad Konecky
TAB Correspondellf
idway through the third week of play
in the Allston-Brighton Division of
Boston Neighborhood Basketball
League summer action at Rogers Park, several
teams had already begun to assert their dominance. The '99 regular season. which began June
28 and culminates Aug. 17, began with lofty goals
in mind: led by Brighton's Chris Hamlett, who
played at Mt. Ida College last winter, Brighton's
19-and-under postseason entry in '98 reached the
city finals.
In 19-and-under play during the week of July
11, Al-squad ran out to a 56-17 halftime lead and
poured it on in a I 00-43 win over the Babcocks.
Power forward Brandon Sawer was unstoppable
for the Al-squad, finishing with a game-high 24.
Small forward Mark O'Keefe added 15 as seven
players scored in double figures for the winners.
Shooting guard Matt Hennessey scored 15 in a
losing cause.
In other 19-U action, the Celtics edged the
Curtis Club, 53-48. Celtics center Andrew
O'Conner (17 points) teamed with point guard
Seamus Quinn ( 15) to help their team pull away in
a game that hit the break knotted at 25-25.
Forwards Joe and Wayne Nigro scored 18 and 13,
respectively, for the Curtis Club.
In a third game, the G-squad outlasted FFD, 5543, behind 24 points from guard Kenny Jackson.
FFD, led by Jules Jeudy's 13, faded after pulling
within 23-20 at the half.
In under-15 games, the G-squad edged the West
End House, 43-37; Fidelis smoked Al-squad 5021; and the Bulldogs beat Faneuil Street, 45-35.
There are six teams competing in both the 19and-under and 15-and-under brackets of AllstonBrighton 's BNBL division this season. 0

M
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(Above) Brighton Central Little League all-star Matt Walsh tags
Hyde Park's Michael Marra at first base during Brighton's 12-2
loss in the annual Mayor's Cup baseball tournament. Despite the
loss, the team was still alive in the tournament, thanks to a
thrilling 15-14 win over East Boston in the loser's bracket.
Brighton Central was scheduled to play in a tournament
semifinal game ~ past weekend. (Left) Brighton Central's Ray
Jackson rounds first base during the loss to Hyde Park.
PHOTOS BY KAREN SPARACIO

Allston Little League All-Stars exit
It's two and out in pursuit
of World Series berth
By Chad Konecky
TAB Correspondent
he great thing about
youthful inexperience ori
the baseball diamond is
that, at some point, it flirts with
maturation enough to bear fruit.
Allston 's 11- and 12-year-old entry
into the local district bracket of the
nationwide Little League World
Series tournament may do just that
next season.
But for now, Allston 's All-Stars
will have to make do with a few
highlights from back-to-back losses in the double-elimination tournament, which began July 9.
Allston fell to visiting South
Boston, 11-3, at Smith Park on
opening night, then followed with
a I 0-4 loss at Mission Hill on July
13.
"It was a nice experience for all
of us," coach Dave Hill said. "It
was the first time in all-star action
for a lot of these guys, so we
should do better next year."

T

Against Southie, Allston got a
solid start from tough-luck loser
and Mariners ace Matt Peach, who
helped his own cause with a pair
of run-scoring doubles, but even a
rally-killing, acrobatic catch by
Red Sox center fielder Patrick
Fitzgerald couldn't silence the visitors' bats.
Against Mission Hill, Fitzgerald
made the start and got relief help
from Indians hurler Giovanni Vega.
Vega, also a catcher, blasted a
three-run homer to get Allston back
in the game at 8-4, but the hosts
pulled away to eliminate the locals.
The remainder of the Allston
All-Star Williamsport roster
included four more members of the
regular-season champion Mariners
lineup - first baseman Mitchell
Martinez, left fielder Tyrone
James, outfielder Kevin Kelly and
second baseman Michael
Robinson.
Shortstop Alex Berges, right
fielder Frantz Eduard and outfielder Josh Ferria, all of the Indians,
were also on the roster as was Red
Sox outfielder Steven Griffin.

Allstonians take part in
All-Star activities
Four 10-year-olds and two 12year-olds from Allston competed in
the Knothole Kids Junior Red Sox
skills competition, sponsored by
NESN in conjunction with the Major
League All-Star Game.
Twelve-year-olds Mitchell
Martinez and Michael Walsh advanced to the semifinals of the fourtiered competition, which featured
Little Leaguers from South Boston,
Chelsea and Charlestown and took
place at Ryan Field in Charlestown.
Red Sox pitcher Drew Bowman
and third baseman Chris Sullivan
advanced to the semis of the I 0-yearold competition. Mariners second
baseman Billy Mattson and catcher
Alan Mui also participated in the I 0year-old competition.
''It was fun," Walsh said. "You
have to hit off a tee for distance, bunt
for accuracy, hit a pitched ball for
distance and pitch for accuracy."
The competition semifinals are
scheduled for Aug. 10 at Roxbury's
newly dedicated Jim Rice Legacy
Field.

Oak Square All-Stars
reach fourth round
Bv Chad Koneckv
TAB Comsp01uient
ichael Waite hurled
four strong innings in
relief of a tired
Michael Barry to spark the Oak
Square All-Stars to a 13-5 win over
Roxbury on July 14. The victory
pushed Oak Square into the fourth
round of the local district bracket
of the national Little League World
Series tournament. The fourthround game was played last Friday,
after press time.
"I can't remember the last time
we advanced this far," Oak Square
spokesman John Bruno said. "It's
certainly a thrill."
Facing elimination against
Roxbury, the squad earned its second win of the double-elimination
competition and showcased its
defense, including a nifty double
play started by Dom DiCiccio. Oak
Square plated three runs in the first
thanks to rally-starting singles by

M

Dan Mahoney and Waite. Fielder's
choice grounders by Rick Flaherty
and John Bruno Jr. gave Oak
Square the 3-0 edge.
In the third, Oak Square got a
two-run single by Johnson Tran
before Matt Sullivan was hit by a
pitch and later scored on an error to
make it 6-1. Leading 9-5 in the
sixth, Oak Square answered
Roxbury's four-run rally with one
of their own to put the game away.
Oak Square lost its next game,
11-1, to South Boston. A six-run
Southie first made things tough
early on, but starter Dan Mahoney
settled down to fire a complete
game despite some shaky defense.
DiCiccio drove in the locals' only
run in the bottom of the first.
Host Mission Hill was sent
home early in Oak Square's tourney opener. Behind Barry (four
innings, eight strikeouts), the locals
earned a I 0-run mercy win by
shutout. 0
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD
EVENTS

VOTED #1 READERS CHOICE AWARDS 1998
We sell, buy and trade seasonal
daywear and accessories (no jewelry)
in contemporary fashion. We pay
403 cash or 553 store credit
of our resale price.

~

~~H~VP.i.!

1394 Beacon Street (at Winchester) Brookline• 277-3031
Hours: Mon·Sot llom·6:30pm, Thurs' Iii Bpm, Sun Noon·Spm
We buy from the public Mon. thru Sot. 11-6, no appointment necessary.

To sel 111dothesyoumustlieatleast11 (ar occampanied by a porenl) and present a volid drivers liclfl!e, passpar1, state ar U.S. Mailary l.D.

• In Business for 50 Years
• Factory Trained Technicians
• FREE Estimates
• Approved by All Insurance
Companies
• WE WORK ON ALL MAKES
AND MODELS

444 Watertown Street
Rt. 16, Newton, MA 02158

Tel: (617} 558·6317

Off the shelf

... FREE BASKETBALL CLINICS. Various area
locations. Through 8/20: Instruction for children ages 6-14. No registration required. Call:
617-635-4505.
... CITIZENSHIP DRIVE offers eligible immigrants living space in the area. Call: 617-7823886.

A listing of upcoming events at Allston-Brighton's public library branches.

HEALTH
... WANT MORE ENERGY AND LESS
STRESS? St. Elizabeth's Medical Center, 736
Cambridge St., Bri. Mondays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Learn Dragon and Tiger Chi Gung. Call: 617789-2430.
... FREE HEALTH PROGRAMS FOR THE
ELDERLY are offered by the City of Boston's
Commission on Affairs of the Elderly, including
free screenings and education programs for
residents age 60+. Call: 617-635-4366.
... STRESS MANAGEMENT COURSE. St.
Elizabeth's Medical Center, 736 Cambridge St.,
Bri. Ongoing: Course helps identify what causes stressful situation~ and how to cope with
them by using relaxation techniques, exercises,
behavior modification and group support. $65,
with discounts available for some health insurance policies. Call: 617-789-2430

Brighton Branch Library

Faneull Branch library

Programs for children
• Stories for Children, 10 a.m.,
Tuesdays
• Children's Films, 10:30 a.m.,
Tuesdays
• Summer Reading Club, 3 p.m ..
Tuesdays
• Creative Drama with Arlyne
Litvin, 4 p.m., Tuesdays
• Chess with Don Lubin, 3:30 p.m.,
Thursdays

Programs for children
• Alphabet Soup reading program,
11 a.m., Monday. July 19
• Toddler Time for ages 2-3, 10:30
a.m .. Tuesday, July 20
• Preschool Stories for ages 3-5,
noon Tuesday. July 20
• Reading Readiness for ages 3-5,
10:30 a.m., Wednesday. July 21
• Museum of Science animal program, noon, Thun;day, July 22
• Baby Time, 9 a.m., Friday, July 23
• Funny Things Happen When You
Read, summer reading program, 10
a.m., Friday, July 23

Programs for adults
• Reading Incentive Program for
grades 7-12. Registration is ongoing
through the summer
• English as a Second Language
Conversation Groups meet Mondays
at 6 p.m., Tuesdays. Wednesdays
and Fridays at 10 a.m.

Programs for adults
• Book Discussion Group, 6:30 p.m.,
Thursday, July 22. The group will
discuss Angela Huth's "Wives of the
Fishermen."
• Breast Health I0 I, 6:30 p.m.,
Thursday, July 29

Brighton Branch Library is located
al 40 Academy Hill Road, Brighton
Center. For more information, call
782-6032.

CLASSES
... INTROVERSION. 88 Room, 107 Brighton
Ave., All. Thursdays and Fridays, 5-9 p.m.,
Saturdays, noon-5 p.m. Become involved in
this very unique artistic process. Call: 617-

Faneuil Branch Library is located at
419 Faneuil St., Oak Square. For
more information, call 782-6705.
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TUNE-UP YOUR GAS
HEATING SYSTEM NOW FOR
ONLY $69

(reg .$79)

AND SAVE

PARTIES

PARTIES

Voted: "Boston's Best Entertainment" Invite us to
your party! We offer over 50 costumed characters.
Clowns, Magicians, Elvis & Marilyn, Balloons &
more to entertain young & old. 781-396-0550.
800·633-7979. www.partysolutions.com

LYRICS Weddings Bat & Bar Mitzvahs.
All parties plus children's with games & karaoke.
Call 508-643-3356 LYRICS@TIAC.net.

*

BELLY DANCE.A for your birthday, bachelor party,
corporate functions, club performances. Johara:
617-785-1922. Joharabellydance@Hotmail.com.
Holiday Inn Boston-Somerville
Catering events with a personal approach. Groups
up to 500. Call the catering office at
617-628-1000. rspirlet@worldnet.att.net.

ART BIRTHDAY PARTIES FROM THE STUDIO
in your home or my studio, also Art Classes and
Summer Camp. Call 508-877-3996.

'°' PLUS, you can save another $20 off a central air
conditioning lunetip !reg. $99 now $79) if you
schedule ii with your gas heating lunetip.
We also offer oil lune-ups and combination healing/
air conditioning lune-ups that include a service pion .

PROFESSIONAL LIVE BAND FOR HIRE!
THE STIRR
Up-tempo live Performance Band covering your
favorite songs - 1950's thru today's hits.
•Any occasion outdoor or indoor
•casual to Formal
•Great for 2nd, 3rd etc... marriages
·call now, have a blast with us!
Ask for Lisa or Steve at 978-667-8885 days or 978448-3243 eves. The Stirr@aol.com or visit us at
httpJ/members.aol.com/thestirr/homepage.htm

CLAY STROKES
Paint your own pottery parties for kids and adults.
781-749-8851
www.claystrokes@medlaone.com
Walk-Ins Welcome!

SUNSHINE THE CLOWN
JugQling, ba.lloon sculp~uring, lac~ painting. All
occasions - birthday parties to business functions
& morel 617-625-7699

As the region's largest provider of healing and cooling services, we pride
ourselves on the experience of our local technicians. So local, in foci, it's a
good bet one lives right in your neighborhood .1·888·942·EDGE{3343)

For personalized advertising assistance•.• Call

Susie Brandolini

1-800-624-7355 ext: 7955
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562-0840.
.... LUPUS SUPPORT GROUP helps address
coping skills, managing stress to limit flares,
balancing work/family, using support systems.
Call Irene Sholkin, l.l.C.S.W., 617-731-0077
.... CITIZENSHIP CLASSES. Jackson-Mann
Community Center, 500 Cambridge St., All.
Fridays, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Students must have
basic English skills. Call: 617-635-5153 .
.... ALLSTON/BRIGHTON YOUTH HOCKEY.
Cleveland Circle MDC Skating Rink. Ongoing:
Basic skate and hockey skills are taught for
boys and girls age 4+. Call 617-787-2947
.... DOG TRAINING CLASS. Jackson Mann
Community Center, 500 Cambridge St. All.
Ongoing: Learn a non-force. positive training
method with a five-week session of classes.
$80. Call: 617-789-3647.
.... DROP-IN PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUPS.
470 Washington St . Bri. Ongoing: Sponsored
by the Allston-Brighton Action Network. Call:
Randi, 617-783-8834. ext. 222.
.... MIKE BOTIICELLl'S FUNDAMENTALS
SKATING CLASS is for competitive skaters and
all levels. Saturdays, 6:30 p.m., Sundays, 5
p.m. Call: 617-899-1796.

VOLUNTEERS
.... RECORDING FOR THE BLIND AND
DYSLEXIC urgently needs volunteers in East
Cambridge. Call: 617-577-1111 .
.... GENERATIONS INCORPORATED seeks
people, preferably age 55+, to volunteer for
intergenerational programming. There are also
positions available for people of all ages to lead
programs at senior residences. Call: 508-584·
1100.
.... ALLSTON VILLAGE MAIN STREETS seeks
volunteers for its Design, Promotion and
Economic Development committees. Call: 617·
254-7564.
.... WINGATE AT BRIGHTON, a nursing facili·
ty, seeks a Spanish-speaking volunteer to visit
with two Spanish-speaking patients. Call:
Analisa DiMasi, 617-787-2300.
.... VNA CARE CHOICES seeks volunteers to
offer emotional and practical support to termi·
nally ill patients in their areas. Call: Nancy
Barcelo, 781-890-4440.

·Examine
your options.

REUNIONS

OptimumTV offers real choice in commercial-free movies.

.... NEWTON NORTH HIGH SCHOOL class of
1963 is looking for classmates for next
reunion. Call: 987-263-2223 or 617-244-9246.
.... BRIGHTON HIGH SCHOOL class of'1949 is
celebrating its 50\h reunion on 9nB at
Lombardo's in Randolph. Call: Gloria, 508-771 •
1908 or Char1ie at 508-564-4746.
.... THE ENGLISH HIGH SCHOOL, Boston,
class of 1949. 50\h Anniversary reunion
planned for fall 1999. Call current addresses to
781-326-0757 or 781-284-8108.
.... JEREMIAH E. BURKE HIGH SCHOOL class
of 1950 is planning a 50\h reunion. Call: 781 ·
341-1144 or 781 -341-4966.
.... NEWTON NORTH HIGH SCHO<!L class of
1979 1s planning a 20th reunion. Call Kimm
Manning-DelGizzi: 508-620-9120.
.... BRIGHTON HIGH SCHOOL class of 1948 is
planning its 50\h reunion and is searching fo1
class members. Please send name, address,
and phone number to 50\h Reunion, P.O. Box
550, Hull, MA 02045 .
.... BROOKLINE HIGH SCHOOL class of 1973
is planning a reunion. Committee members
and classmates' addresses wanted. Call:
Barbara Fienman, 617-232-3511 .
.... CHARLESTOWN PAROCHIAL SCHOOL
seeks 1948 graduates of St. Catherine's, St.
Francis de Sales and St. Mary's grammar
school. Call: 617-242-1939.
.... BRIGHTON HIGH SCHOOL class of 1959's
reunion is on 1or.;, at 6 p.m. at the Stockyard
Restaurant. Call: Bill Bell, 781-740-1015.

Because Boston and Brookline's biggest cable lineup features
channels like HBO, STARZ!, Encore, Showtime, Cinemax, BET
Movies, plus 15 channels of Pay Per View. 108 channels in all.

Don't have OptimumTV?
Call

787-8888

or visit our web site at
ma.cablevision.com

A

NEW

GENERATION

Smile
www.townonllne.com/ photos

PttO'Clllllic 5"ject to c:llange. Restrictions apply.
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Twentysomethings find success by taking chances
RISK, from page 1
when we really do need to take calculated
twentysomething workforce would simply
risks and enjoy the mystery aspects of life."
ride the gravy train by putting in their 40
Often young workers just out of college
hours a week. getting their comfortable paywill start to feel disenchantment tO\\.ard their
checks and putting money into their 40 l K
jobs, and question their own self worth, he
plans. And for many younger workers, this is
said.
the case.
Two Bostonians who decided not to tangle
But for LaMura, Meck and countless other
with that quandary arc Michael Cohen, 22.
Bostonians in their 20s, the promise of a staand Matt Britton, 24. Cohen and Britton arc
ble paycheck is not enough to deter them
Boston University graduates and co-founders
from taking a risk and following a dream.
of a college marketing company called The
They see what those dusty white office lights
Magma Group. Their company has a simple
and five work days can do to the disposition
purpose: to reach and influence college stuof someone filled with hope and aspiration; it
dents into buying useful products.
can gnaw away at a thriving
"I knew if I went to work
spirit much like a buu..ard
for an advertising agency I
does to a fresh piece of road
wouldn't have been able to
"There are times spend
carca<;s.
the first five years
Before taking newenglanuwhen we really do keeping my creative enerfilm online, Meek wac; develgies inside," said Britton.
need to take
oping software for a compawhen asked of his mindset
ny in Bedford - a solid job, calculated risks and as he thought about his postbut one that didn't whet his
college life in 1997. "In colenjoy the mystery lege, J worked harder at runpalate enough to stay. He
eventually left the job and
aspects of life." ning the business than J did
started working part-time as a
in the classroom "
software consultant. The
The pair started the comRichard Leger. Boston
move enabled Meek to dedipany while still in college by
Unfrersity director of
cate more of his time helping
walking into a bank and
LaMura get the venture up
Career Services
putting $5 each into a joint
and running.
account. From there, they
Now, with the site receivbegan promoting night life
ing more than 10,000 hit., a
events and concerts around
month and a new project on the rise. Meek
town. Three years later, the Magma Group
and LaMura are finaJly able to breathe a little
has six full-time employees and hundreds of
ea<;icr when looking back on their decision to
other independently contracted employees
go it alone.
working for them throughout the United
"Our overwhelming fear was that this
States. Bqt soon they learned that branching
wouldn't work," said Meck, 27, when asked
out on your own can be personally and
about the struggles they endured when decidfinancially rewarding, but rather arduous a<;
ing to quit their full-time jobs in order to purwell.
sue their ambition.
"We pay ourselves just bare I)' enough to
live," says Britton, adding that almost all the
Pres.sing on
supplementary equity gets dumped back into
the company. "We'd rather spend the money
LaMura believes there arc brilliant ideas
on employees, software and building dataswelling in the minds of millions every day,
but the difference between the average work- bases."
The deepest default the Magma Group
er and the risk taker is in the simple motion
of pressing on. As LaMura said, "The differ- experienced within the first few years was
ence between someone who starts something keeping centered when the one began to
question how long the company would exist.
and someone who doesn't is that those peo"There are days when we think we're
ple are the ones who had an idea and acted
going out of business, but then there's other
on that idea."
days when we think we're going to take over
Many post-graduate professionals are
the world." said Britton.
beginning to face up to the fact that they
Now as they consider merging with a
don't like what they see in the workplace,
national firm, those suspicions have dissipatand are making the moves to change it,
ed.
according to Richard Leger, the director of
"We've gone through so many hurdles, so
Career Services at Boston University.
many ups and downs," says Cohen. "But
"It's amazing how frequently the spiritual
now we're at the point where we are finanand the person within begins to take over by
cially stable and experiencing a phenomenal
having a greater perspective of the meaning
growth rate."
of all this," Leger said. "There are times

I

Tom Capachietti, 28, opted to pay his dues as a financial consultant and hru. found

succes.~ a t

Merrill L}Tlch.

Boxer, actor and model Richie LaMontagne is riding his rugged good looks to the top. In addition to ha\'ing a
su~ul career in the ring, LaMontagne is starring alon&Side Robert OeNiro in a major motion picture that
will hit the screens this fall.

single father and boxer for 12 years, who
Conventional wisdom
But for some, taking a risk does not involve within the last two years has become well
known for his unique side jobs, as well as his
blazing a new trail.
In the case of Tom Capachietti, 28, it meant fighting.
"Hey, when it rains, it pours, and it's been
following a treacherous route that is attempted
pouring on me for the last two years," says
by many, but completed by few.
Capachietti, a financial consultant at Merrill LaMontagne, who holds a 21-3 record and is
Lynch, dove face first into corporate America, fighting again in July.
LaMontagne's luck couldn't be any more
never chaJlenging his decision to join the
advantageous.
Two years ago he was discovlegion of other corporate bunnies seeking perered by superstar photographer, Bruce Weber.
sonal enhancement and economic stability.
Weber saw in LaMontagne a certain roughAfter graduating from Northeastern
ness that that works perfectly on the glossy
University in 1993 with a degree in finance,
pages of high-end magazines such as GQ and
Capachietti began the drudgery of making
Esquire.
With his striking build and freecold calls and meeting with potential clients
wheeling prrsonality, LaMontagne soon
- attempting to convince them to trust him
found hin•<.clf auditioning in New York for
enough to tum their silver into gold, all while
preserving their existing funds. To many new- major motion pictures. Last year, he was
comers in the investment business, the process given the role of Carmine, a pizza shop worker, in a film called "Flawless" (to be released
is a true test to see who lacks the endurance
in the fall) alongside an actor named Robert
and ego to be hung up on, torn down and
DeNiro.
rejected several times a day.
"I couldn't believe I got the part. I never
Many don't make it, but Capachieni surtook an acting lesson in my life." says
vived.
LaMontagne.
He hanged through the calls and slowly
As chance would have it, opportunity came
began to see his number of clienL<; 1ise. Within
knocking for LaMontagne in a big way. Few
two years. he watched his business double,
of us will ever see ourselves in a magazine let
hut that wa'> never a reason for him to let up
on his willingness to explore all options bene- alone in a major motion picture, or for that
matter in a boxing ring. But LaMontagne says
ficial to his client<;.
by ha\ing a clear vision. discipline (he doesn't
Capach1etti says, "I work hard for my
drink
or take drugs) and determination he's
clients." ensuring them their capital is in competent hands when they hand the reins of their been able to give his dreams a chance to fester, then ferment.
future over to him. "And as long as you' re in
This single-minded determination is the one
this business for the long haul, you have to he
trait that each of these risk-takers say is the
willing to ride out the bad days and live for
key to making a choice pay off.
the good days."
"I just try to keep my head straight and not
His path is much different than the one travlet anything distract me." said LaMontagne. ::l
eled by 28-ycar-old Richie LaMontagne, a
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Libraries in disrepair
The building opened in 1932, and was
immediately recognized nationwide for its art
deco design, according to Margolis.
"The Faneuil Branch is one of the most significant examples of art deco libraries in the
country," said Margolis.
Now, almost 70 years later, the building
needs a facelift. The city's capital budget has
earmarked $348,735 to replace the building's
roof, repair windows, refurbish the interior,
improve the lighting and upgrade the heating
and ventilating systems in 200 I.
Although construction of a public restroom
on the library's main floor has been discussed,
it is not part of the proposed renovations. The
only bathroom currently available is on the
basement level.
A few months ago, the library acquired a
valuable addition: a computer for word processing. Boston College and the Boston
College Neighborhood Center awarded the
library a grant to purchase the computer, and it
is being well used. Patrons sign up for hourlong sessions to use the word processing capabilities. There are no plans to connect the computer to the Internet.
The library has two other computers for public use, both with Internet connections - one
for adult<; and one for children.
Another recent acquisition is not visible
from the inside. The library convinced the city
to install two-hour parking signs, and a handicapped parking sign, on the sidewalks surrounding the library. Finally, after years of
parking gridlock out<;ide the building, patrons
have places to park.
Originally designated a'i a reading library,
the Faneuil branch is packed with both books
and activities. An adult book discussion group
meets there every Thursday night. Throughout
the summer, Tuesday mornings and early afternoons bring 2- to 5-year-olds to storytime on
the children's room stage.
According to Amorosi, people often do not
realize the resources that arc available in their
neighborhood libraries.
"It's like the last free thing," said Amorosi.
And the most frequent request that Amorosi
hears from library patrons has nothing to do
with fixing up the library's infrastructure.
"Whenever we ask people what they want,
they say more hours," said Amorosi. "People
want us open 24 hours a day." 0

LIBRARIES, from page 1
metal siding.
The city's 2001 capital budget plan designates about $990,000 to make repairs to the
deteriorating building. The plan calls for the
installation of new flooring and carpeting,
improved lighting, interior renovations, new
windows, upgrades to the heating and ventilating systems.
Despite the plan, Friends of the Brighton
Branch Library President David Bertino said
the building's needs are much greater.
"If we can get corporate sponsorship, that's
what we need," said Bertino.
It is easy to miss the deteriorating infrastructure in the midst of the library's constant buzz
of activity. A conversational English class mixing people of a myriad nationalities meets
there four days a week. Older people meet at
the library for citizenship classes two days a
week.
Computer training sessions on how to use
the Internet have also been held recently in
both Chinese and Russian. But the library's
resources are limited, with only one computer
with Internet links available for the patrons to
use once the classes are completed.
Jn addition to sections for fiction, nonfiction,
periodicals, books on tape, children and much
more, the library has a room dedicated to local
histo1y. With the help of a grant to BPL, the
library is planning to hire a staff member to
oversee the history collection previously
presided over by the Brighton Allston
Historical Society.
The branch library also provides selections
of books in Russian, Chinese, Vietnamese,
Spanish, French and Hebrew, serving the multicultural neighborhood. According to branch
Librarian Madeline Amorosi, the Chinese and
Russian books are the most heavily used.
And if something is not available, patrons
just have to ask for it.
"If we don't have it here. we can get it for
_you~· said Amorosi. She said many recent
immigrants are not accustomed to free access
to an extensive librru) collection.
A short drive away sits a very different
Brighton branch library at 419 Faneuil St. in
Oak Square. The comparably tiny building
houses a third as many volumes a'i the
Academy Hill Road branch, but is chock-full
of activity, especially children's programming.

GRAND OPENING

·y D..ia.m1uiJ.

Allston library set for
September groundbreaking
Long-awaited project
goes to bid this week
By Debra Goldstein
TAB Staff Writer
he scramble to find a contractor
to build the new Allston Branch
Library begins this week.
Contracts will be available Wednesday,
July 21, for construction finns interested
in bidding on the project.
If the city is able to find a suitable contractor by August, construction could
begin as early as mid-September, according to officials.
"We're hoping very much that community firms bid on the contract," said
Rosemary Cleaves, senior project manager for the city's Department of
Neighborhood Development. '"It would
be wonderful to have an Allston contractor get something like this."
The final architectural touches were
put on the Allston Branch Library design
last week by architect\ from Machado
and Silvetti Associates Inc. The library,
which is scheduled to open in September
of 2000, will be the fin;t new library
branch to be built in Boston in more than
30 years, according to Boston Public
Library President Bernard Margolis.
"It's a very exciting project," said
Margolis. "We think it is going to be a
very, very heavily used branch library."
Margolis praised the design of the
building, which was altered to preserve
and highlight a mre European copper
beech tree. estimated to be 75 years old,
found growing on the.McNamara.
Cement Plant site at 308 North Harvard
St.
"I think that in my mind is so symbolic
of what a libnu·y docs," he said. "It sort
of holds the community together as the
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10% Discount

SUSPENSION SPECIALISTS
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Complete "Diamond Detail"
"A Cut Above the Rest"

Brake & Suspension Service
You Can Trust"

11

782-1075

229 BRIGHTON AVENUE - ALLSTON
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

focal point."
Architects said the community advisory committee that helped the firm design
the library were key playen; in the final
plan.
"They did an excellent job weighing
the issues and understanding the design,"
Project Architect Tim Love said...People were definitely all dealing with it a<> if
they were designing their own house.
They were putting in the kind of time
you usually see people putting into a
much more personal project.
"In the end, we've detailed a very
beautiful building, and the community
will be very happy when iLc; built," said
Love. "We're hoping that a good contractor who cares for the building a<;
much as we do is selected to build the
project."
The firm's design sparked controversy
when it was unveiled la-;t January. While
many community membcrs said they
loved the light-filled open design of the
library's interior, they criticiz.cd the building's exterior, which featured slate shingles, wood panels and sloped roof.
"We took a lot of the criticism to heart.
We listened to the community very care- .,.
ful, and we looked very carefully at the
issues bchind the comment-;," said Love.
'The challenges to the design made the
design better."
·
During a ra<;h of budget cul'> in the
1980s, Allston's former library wa<; shut
down. Since then, the neighborhood has
remained without a libmry, despite a
1993 promise by then-acting Mayor
Thoma" Menino that the city would build
Allston a new state-of-the-art facility.
The library plans were kick-started
again in March 1998, after years of community advocacy, when Menino unveiled
plans to hegin constru1:tion of the new
Allston Library Bnu1ch in 1999. 0
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FREE DELIVERY! .
Fitting Prescriptions

'.

is Our Business!

(Compounding Specialists)
For all of your Pharmacy Needs
Call or Visit us at either of our locations

MELVIN PHARMACY
1558 Commonwealth Ave.
Brighton, MA
(617) 566-2281
Fax (617) 232-4084

SUTHERLAND PHARMACY
1690 Commonwealth Ave.
Brighton, MA
(617) 232-3513

Moneyorders-soi
Western Union

&
~

NESA

S.11 9am-5pm

Notary Public

Olli«, 61 7-278-6408
Fu· 61 7·730-3569

CLINIC

Thc:-i... dirlL cl

llomt 617-566-66%

THE NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL
OF ACUPUNCTUR.E

160 ~'.uhmgton Strm:
,•
Brooklin< Viii•~•· MA 02415-7612

High quality, low cost treatments in

Mtmbtr FDICIDIF

Memory Research and
Alien Abduction Experiences
Researchers at Harvard University are seeking adults
to participate in a memory study who believe
that they may have been abducted by aliens.
For further information,
please call Susan at (617) 495-8033.
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\HEALTH RESOURCE

~Ion-Fri ~am-lipm
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BR<IDKLINE SAVINGS BANK
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(617) 232-4869 .

I MASSACHUSETIS' OLDEST TIRE DEALER" (SINCE 1910) 144 Boylston St., (Rt. 9). B~ooklme
I
Check out our website at l111ertire.com I

ACUPUNCTURE
Call for an .\ppointmcnt
(1117) 277-I050
73 llmincrd Road • Bri~hton

SHOCKS... BRAKES...ALIGNAENTS ,

acupuncture and httbal medicine.
To schedule an
appointment, call:

617 926 4271
- Acupuocture
(}jnese Herbs

Herbal~

34 Oiestnut Street, waienown MA 02172
Aarsslblt
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MASSAGE THERAPY

~-------------- ~-,
Deep Tissue

Massage

_Therapy

-

~

.·
Reiki, Pregnancy,
Cranio-Sacral Therapy

Marilyn Rinoldi, LMT
Newton Center
617.332.9174
New a..t $10.H •cHat
. . . . this ...
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FOR AS LIITLE AS $32/INSERTION YOUR AD CAN APPEAR HERE.

PLEASE CALL JIM MUSE AT 781-433-8230
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• Leather • CD • Rear A/C
• Showroom Condition
Stlc #823

SALE
ENDS
7/31/99

• Leather • Power Sunroof
• All Power • CD
Stk #827

KEHOE
(508) 872-2430

• V6 • Auto • Air

•Cassette
Stk #7844A
Marie-Louise Kehoe,
President

CI-IRYSLER PLY1v1 OUTI-I

Rt. 9 Wellesley (781) 235-7220

..

• Leather • Power Sunroof
• All Power • 3rd Seat
Stk #8028A

Mary Louise Kehoe,
General Manager

(800) 933-KEHOE
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