
&MORE 

It's 

;Jl Community Newspaper Company • www.townonline.com/allstonbrighton JANUARY 19 - 25, 1999 Vol. 3, No. 40 • 72 Pages • Two Sections 50¢. 

oodbye, · 
7? 

ston-Brighton could 
pu~hed into a new area 

, officials say 

Mart Fogelman 
Staff Writer 
Uston-Brighton and several other com
rwnities may get a new area code in 
the beginning of the year 2000, 

•:rdiJ· »ig to officials at the state Department 
11Zleleconunullli'icati' ons and Energy. 

l;l9D1EU
0

J ge, Brookline, Newton, 
Somerville, and 
Watertown could also be 
forced out of the 617 
area code if the DTE is 

11Dable to solve a logisti-
• depart-

New phone companies are assigned num
in blocks of \0,000. For example, a 

tqJmpm:y that received a 527 exchange 
•••·~die phone numbers 527~ 

"17-9999. Even if a given company 
c*lly iaues J ,(XX) numbers to its customers, 
ii still holds on to all I 0,000 numbers, 
Shevlin said. 

Venus 8ougopoldol sCands in the sfairwel ~the Veronica Smith Senior Center in Brighton, waiting 45 minutes for The Ride that never came. Riders 
oomplain that The Ride often ram to deliver its services to needy seniors. 

"The extra numbers are being wasted," 
Shevlin said. 

The need for a new area code could be 
avened if the DTE is able to devise a way of 
~g fewer than I 0,000 numbers to each 
c:oqJlllly - thus allowing other companies 
ID use the numbers that would otherwise be 
left unassigned. De.5pite the recent prolifera
lion of phone lines for faxes, the Internet, 
pagers, and cellular phones, Shevlin said that 
it's the distribution of phone numbers to the 
phone companies that is to blame for the 
shor1age, not consumer demand. 

Waiting for a ride 
Seniors, disabled call MBTA service unreliable 

By Matt Fogelman, Jeffrey Klineman 
and Debra Goldstein 
TAB Staff Writers 

vice The Ride - the only way she can 
get to her doctor in Newton - has 
become an increasing sore spot. 

Because of what Mann calls The 
Ride's chronic lateness, she has missed 
two crucial medical appointments in the 
last month, including a CAT-scan. 

Mann said. ''Nobody there gives a damn 
about anybody, it's so frustrating." 

Mann is not alone in her dissatisfac
tion. In interviews with regular users of 
The Ride - all of whom are elderly or 
have a medical disability - the service 
was described as so unreliable that some 

Because a solution to the current problem 

T he steel plate in Dina Mann's 
neck isn't the only thing that 
causes her constant pain. For the 

65-year-old Boston resident, the 
Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority ser- '1 can't count on The Ride ever," RIDE, page 22 
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Crow problem has residents grabbing earplugs 
Noisy birds disturb the peace near 
Brighton's Chestnut Hill Reservoir 

By Debra Goldstein 
TAB Staff Writer 

M arguerite McDonagh 
stares through her liv
ing room window with 

a mixture of fascination and revul
sion these days. A population of 
large black birds has moved into her 
neighborhood next to Chestnut Hill 

Reservoir, and they are disturbing 
the peace. 

From her apartment's perch, three 
floors up in a brick condominium 
building tucked between 
Commonwealth Avenue ·and the 
reservoir, McDonagh can see hun
dreds of the black leaf-like figures 
standing on tree branches. The reser-

voir looms placidly in the backdrop. 
The birds began roosting in the 

apartment-side trees in mid
December, perching on branches as 
high as a 10-story building. Since 
then, residents have complained that 
the sound of cawing at dusk and 
dawn is keeping them awake and 
destroying the neighborhood's tran
quillity. Every night a new layer of 
bird droppings coat the ground, too, 
and nighttime pedestrians are stay
ing away because they are intimi-

Don't know much about history? 
"""'"'''''''"''"'"""''''""''"''""'"""'"'"""""""""''"'"see CHILD '99 

dated by the birds. 
'They're winning over us," 

McDonagh said. 
Drivers park their cars under the 

crow-laden trees only as a last 
resort, to avoid having to wash off a 
layer of bird guano the next morn
ing. Dog walkers and joggers can be 
seen running in fear after their foot
steps disturb the roosting crows, 
instigating a thunderous roar of flap
ping wings. 

The black birds begin arriving 

around 4:30 p.m. each day, and stay 
until just before dawn. They are at 
their noisiest during the hour before 
dawn, but periodically break out in 
a raucous roar when they are dis
turbed during the night Residents 
have found that loud noises scare 
the birds from their perches tem
porarily, but the birds never go too 
faraway. 

And they don't stay away very long. 
The birds are likely American 

CROWS,page_20 
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BRASCO ON 
REAL ESTATE 

I I 
I I To all our loyal customers 

Even if you can afford to pay cash for )W' 

next home, you may find that~ a mortgage 
with a small <bwnpayment make.5 better~ f<r 
you. 

There are too good reasons: leverage and a tax 
lx'eak. Property taxes and home mortgage interest 
are ful~ deductible, and can make a big diffenm 
in the amount of taxes you pay. 

I I 
: Comt: in for hugt: savin1.,'S on appard, acct:ssorics and I 

FACTORY SECOND/DISCONTINUED shoes for mt:n, womt:n anJ kids!! I 
I r.-------------------• I 

ln addition to the tax deduction, you can gain 

I I I I 
I I I I 
I I I I 
I I I I 

for making Christmas Season 
~ wonderful success 

How 
big a 

down payment? 
I-

I a.;-------------------;,a I Sincerely Kate 
Brasco 

I • v.11c1 wttt1 t111• -pon on1y 11s1tt ttwu 1131/99. I 
I D1~ounts off facwrv •tore pnce>. Cannot apply to prior sales . .ale prices I 

or other offers. One Coupon per purchaS<!. 7~~"?~ 
I -.ae I 
I .= I 

· Facto111 Store ·.:-.:-..: 
Wishin9 you a Healthy & 
Proe;peroue; year to come 

leverage by using a relatively small downpaymat 
Even if your home does no more than krep up with 
inflation, your return on dollars invesred can be 
much greater than you think - and <1lef time, home 
values have traditionally beaten inflation. 

IRIGHTON,MA 
61 N. B1:acon St. 
1-877-NBF-STOR 

M 

shoes • athletic wear• accessor1es 
LAWRENCE, MA SKOWHEGAN, ME 

5 S. Union St. 13 Walnut St. 
1-877-NBF-STOR 207-474-6231 

d Yi Di.ic A glJ! ~ d 

MVP Sports 

I 
I 
I SIPECm,•L 

FULL TRI-FOLD (PINE) WITH 

WE RESORT WEARI 

B" FuTON 813998
cOMPLETE 

COLLEGE FUlllTUBE 8181 

fur example, if you buy a $100,!XXI home and 
it aplteciate.5 4% in the first year (a ~ 
projeCtion) that ~ \\Ould amount to $4,lXKl. 
If you paid all cash ($100,!XXI), your cash 
investment \\Ollld have appreciated only 4%. But if 
you had made a 10% mpayment ($10,!XXI\ 
that same $4,!XXI appreciation oould represent 
a 40% ~ on the oollars you put m! 
(This amnes that you \\Ould have to rent if you 
did not buy, and that your after-tax mortgage 
payment \\Ould be about the same as the rental 
payment on a similar home.) 

We sell, buy ond trade seosonol 
dayweor ond occeSS01ies (no jewelry) 

T11.1ril'liiir.'ll.., in conlemporory fashion. We poy 

"We're Cheaper 
Than You" 

ft• .... Price In Tawa 
Full Une of Futons 

& College Furniture 

And the money you oould have put into a cash 
payment or a larger downpayment can be drawing 
interest in some other \\Orthwhile investment 

40% cosh 0< 55% store credit 
of our resole price. 

1394 Beacon Street (at Winchester) Brookline• 2'17-3031 
i Hours: Mon-Sot 11om-6:30pm, Thurs' til Bpm, Sun Noon-5pm 

We buy from the public Mon. thru Sot. 11 -6, no appointment necessary. 
To sel 11 clolMs you 1111151 lie 11 IHst 18 (or 11c~ lly a parint) and pr11e111 a voli4 clmtrs 1i<111St, passport, sta1e or U.S. Mil1aiy 1.0. 

Kate Brusco is a Principal Realtor at 
CENTURY 21 Shawmut Properties in Brighton. If 
)QU have a question on a Real Estate related 
matter or need assistance, call Kate at 787-2121. 

Visit: www.partysolutions.com Balloon-a-grams, Clowns 
& Magicians - Bellygrams, Elvis, Marilyn, Pavarotti, Sinatra 
& morel 888-206-4800 Fax Code 6053 

Party Unlimited Complete catering needs for 
Weddings * Birthdays * Anniversaries 
& all special occasions. 617-394-9813 

CHILDREN'S PARTIES 

GYMBOREE 
Mess up our house, not yours! Have your birthday 
party here at GYMBOREE and leave the work to 

us! Ages 1-6. 1-617-923-3637 Fax Code 6055 

Wal-lex Recreation Center of Waltham 
Birthday parties, bowling, skating, food & drinks 

included. Reservations: 781-893-7070 Fax Code 6008 

BIRTHDAY WONDERLAND 
Unique party place for kids. Dazzling lights, music, 
magic, bubbles, dances & games! 617-469-3700 
www.birthdaywonderland.com Fax Code 6004 

DAYO DESIGNS Make jewelry at your party! 
Children/Adults, Hebrew/English Call Debbie 

www.dayodesigns.com 617-277-4325 Fax Code S009 

DANCE LESSONS 

Learn To Dance Salsa! Instructors Jorge Acre 
(M.ED) and Nury Marcelino (M.ED) offer Salsa & 
~erengue All levels 1-617-524-6338 Fax Code 6027 

pECORATING 

Festive Creations For the best in Centerpieces * 
Favors* Silk Floral Designs* Bridal Baskets & so 
much morel Call Nancy 1~17-924-1592 Fax Code 6035 

[DISC JOCKEYS 

HIT after HIT - When the music matters, we're 
there for you!" 617-783-9572 E-mail 

HITaftrHIT@aol.com Fax Code 6061 

Dray Dell Entertainment puts a spin on the party! 
+Weddings +Mitzvahs +Corporate +Karaoke +DJ 

Holiday parties! Toll Free 877-372-9335 Fax Code 6018 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Having A Holiday Party? Call Frazier Graphic & 
Caricatures for fun and creative entertainment! 
781 -259-9380 or 781-259-4448 Fax Code 6000 

CARICATURES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
Private/Corporate Events. Call Katz Cartoon Studio 

1-617-484-3101 Fax Code 6046 

Madam YahRe, 30 years successful predictions. Health, 
wealth & happiness. Readings, crystal ball, palms, tea 
leaves, parties & music 617-868-3635 

To Place Your Ad in the 

Party Plann 
Call l-800-624-7355 Ext. 7 

m=:1 FOR MORE INFORMATION 

1
1 1

1 
1
w w

1 

Step 1 

Enter the code number of the documents 
(located under tile adVertisement) afid fol· 
low the voice prompts. You can enter as 
many as 3 documents with one phone call. 

ON ANY OF THESE SERVICES 
Fax-On-Demand •Dial (800) 722-tlM 
The voice prompts will give you the fol1oWtng ln9lrudlone after 

you dial (ao<>) 722-1804 from a touch-tone phone, 

Step 2 

Enter a FAX number* (including )'Ollf' area 
code) in order to schedule 
delivery of your documents 

Step 3 

•caution; You l1llJlll have a fax machine thal answers with a tax lane ~ use 1l1is 
service. You cannot use a lax machine that answer& with an electronic ar liW voice. 

RetrlM your documents from your Fax 
maclline. If you do not r9CeM your docu
ments within 15 minutes or should you 
experience any other difficully, please call 
(781) 433-6936. 
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Apartments for the 
elderly may be built 
Mayor Menino 
awards $500,000 
for 17 affordable 
housing units in 
Brighton 

By Ddm1 Gold.win 
TAB Staf!Writer 

F 
rail elders may have an 
affordable place to live 
in Brighton Center as 
early a · the spring in 

:!000. 

After receiving the housing 
award from the city, East Boston 
Neighborhood Health Center and 
Allston Brighton Community 
Development Corporation last 
week applied for matching funds 
from the state. They also jointly 
applied for another $500,000 
through the state's Housing 
Inno'vations Fund. 

In October, Allston Brighton 
Community Development 
Corporation also received $50.000 
in pre-development funding from 
the Local Initiative Support 
Corporation. a private nonprofit 
organization. P 

Rebecca Plaut, the Allston 
Brighton Community Development 
Corporation's director of housing 
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The city has awarded $500,000 
to two pri\ tte nonprofit groups, 
East Boston Neighborhood Health 
Center and Allston Brighton 
Community Development 
Corporation, to develop 17 afford
able residential apartments, with 
supportive services for the elderly, 
on the third floor of 320 
Washington St. 

Carol Hopkins was never notified by city workers that her dog Mik.a, a ~ family member, h.ad been killed by a c.ar. The 
dog's body was sent to a landfill 

East Bo ton Neighborhood 
Health Center purchased the build
ing in 1997 with the hope of creat
ing a housing program for frail, 
low-income elders similar to three 
sites it already manages in East 

Lobbying in Mika's memory 

Bo ton. The organization already 
operates an adult day health center 
on the second floor. The day center 
offers a range of health and health
related services to frail elderly. Two 
city-funded programs, Allston
Brighton Healthy Boston Coalition 

....,..-.iir-.'Bn,haon Main StreeL'> are 
m1t-fn!e on the first floor. 

The latest plan is lo gut the unoc
cupied third floor and build four 
one-bedroom apartments and 13 
efficiency apartments. Each of the 
efficiencies will have a single 
room, plus a kitchenette and bath
room. 

"It's a tep in the right direction," 
said Marte Ciommo, director of the 
Veronica Smith Senior Center in 
Brighton. "I hope we see more of 
it." 

The Brighton project was one of 
six affordable housing projects to 
receive a total of $2.28 million in 
city funding. The federal money 
comes through the city's 
Department of Neighborhood 
Development. 

Mayor Thomas Menino 
announced the awards, which will 
pay for 216 units in Brighton, 
Dorchester, the Fenway and East 
Boston, at a press conference last 
Tuesday. 

"We must make sure our families 
aren't priced out of our neighbor
hoods," Menino said. In his State 
of the City address the evening 
before, Jan. 11 , Menino listed the 
creation of additional affordable 
housing as one of his top priorities. 

( '< >'-. 11 '-. Is 
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Mayor Thomas Menino 

development, said she expects to 
begin accepting applications for the 
Brighton apartments next winter, a 
few months before their scheduled 
completion. Because of the federal 
Fair Housing Act, the units cannot 
be reserved strictly for Allston
Brighton residents. Selection crite
ria are still being developed, but 
will be geared toward frail elderly 
with low incomes, Plaut said. 

''This population of low-income 
residents is really getting squeezed 
in tenns of health care and hous
ing," Plaut said. 

According to Plaut, Allston
Brighton has the largest elderly 
population of any neighborhood in 
Boston. A 1990 census counted 
7, 116 residents here older than age 
65, she said. West Roxbury came in 
a distant second with approximate
ly 6,600 elders. 

Ciommo said the planned hous
ing will serve "a particular segment 
of the elder population, frail elders, 
which is much needed." However, 
he added that this one development 
does not solve the need for elderly 
housing in Brighton. Still, he 
praised it as a first step. 

"I think it's just wonderful," he 
said. 0 

Owners of dog 
killed by car fight • 
for law requiring 
notification of a 
pet's death 

By Debra Goldstein 
TAB Staff Writer 

T ears streamed down her 
face as Carol Hopkins 
talked about her dog, 

Mika, who was killed Jan. 8 by a 
car on Washington Street in front 
of the Allston-Brighton YMCA. 
Mika, a black and white Shih Tzu, 
was often mistaken for a puppy 
because she was small enough for 
a child to hold. She would have 
been 7 years old on Feb. 4. 

"All I want is her body, to bury 
it," said Hopkins, who lives on 
Mapleton Street in Brighton. 
''They took my dog and threw her 
aw~." 

City wortcers threw Mika's body 
into a trash container. It is now 
decomposing in a New Hampshire 
landfill because nobody looked at 
the city of Boston dog license, 
name tag or rabies license the ani
mal's owners say she was wearing 
on her collar the day she died. 

"My goal here is to never Jet & 
dog be treated so badly," said 
Hopkins. ''I couldn't just keep my 
mouth shut." 

Hopkins wants a law enacted to 
keep other pet owners from going 
through the same ordeal she, her 
husband Darryl, and daughters 
Marina, 12, and Gabriella, 4, have 
endured. The Hopkins suggest 
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calling the legislation "Mika's 
La " L w. 

Mika died the ctay of a snow
stonn. Darryl Hopkins had let her 
out into the yard at around 4:30 
a.m., when he returned home from 
his overnight shift as a taxi driver. 
However, he forgot to let her back 
in before he went to bed. The 
Hopkinses realized Mika was 
missing when Carol Hopkins 
returned home at about 12:45 p.m . 
from her job as a cafeteria worker 
at the Taft Middle School. She 
woke up her husband, who then 
drove around the neighborhood 
looking for the family dog. When 
he couldn't find her, he returned 
home and called the District 14 
Police Station. Police told him an 
unidentified dog had been killed 
and that the Department of Public 
Works and the Chestnut Hill Fire 
Department had responded when 
police notified them about the ani
mal. Upon visiting the fire station, 
Darryl learned that a small dog, 
whose description matched Mika's, 
had been discarded in a trash con
tainer with other road kill. The 
Department of Public Works, the 
Hopkinses were told, had hauled 
away the trash in the container. 

When they learned that what 
sounded like Mika's body had 
been hauled away, they called state 
Sen. Steven Tolman and City 
Councilor Brian Honan for help in 
locating it. 

''We didn't have any easy 
answers," said Tolman. "It's just a 
little disappointing that somebody 
couldn't have taken the collar and 
contacted the oWner." 

The Hopkinses l~ that the 

DPW transported the refuse to its 
site on Frontage Road in South 
Boston. It was then transported to 
a transfer station in Somerville, 
along with other trash. From there, 
the body went with the trash to a 
landfill in Bedford, N.H. 

Under Massachusetts Jaw, a dri
ver who hits and injures or kills a 

"My goal here is to 
never let a dog be 
treated so badly." 

Carol Hopkins, owner of Mika, 
a Shih Tzu killed by a car earlier 

this month 

dog or cat is required to report the 
accident either to the animal's 
owner or to a local police officer. 
In this case, the driver notified 
police. 

For public health reasons, police 
are obligated to get the dead ani
mal's body removed quickly. 

If an animal control officer picks 
up the dead animal and it is wear
ing tags, they have a policy of noti
fying the pet's owner. But since 
there are only approximately 10 
animal control officers and hun
dreds of DPW wortcers in the city, it 
is usually the DPW that picks up 
the animal. 

The Hopkinses found that the 
DPW's policy is to take the body of 
dead dogs and cats to their head
quarters at Frontage Road, but they 
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FBI nabs alleged robber 
Suspect believedto 
be part of gang 
behind wave of 
recent bank heists 
David B. Caruso 
CNC Staff Writer 

A Hyde Parle man was 
arrested last week in 
connection with two 

heists believed by police and FBI 
investigators to be part of a string 
of unsolved bank robberies dating 
back to September. 

Members of the FBl's Bank 
Robbery Task Force arrested 
Richard Berger, 35, on charges 
related to the Sept. 25 robbery of 
a Dorchester credit union and a 
Nov. 20 bank robbery in 
Newburyport. 

Both holdups are believed to 
have been committed by the same 
organized gang responsible for 
armed robberies at two banks in 
Brighton, as well as banks in more 
than 15 other area cities and 
towns. 

Berger was taken into custody 
without incident and is being held 
without bail. 

FBI spokeswoman Gail 
Marcinkiewicz declined to elabo
rate on the circumstances of 
Berger's arrest, or the clues that 
led to his capture. 

Law enforcement officials 
remain tight-lipped about the 
investigation, which has been 
ongoing since a group of men 
wearing Nixon and Reagan masks 

held up the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
credit union in Dorchester on 
Sept. 25. 

Most of the robberies are still 
unsolved. But police have made a 
series of recent arrests in the case 
and identified a handful of sus
pects. 

Lawrence Costello, 37, of 
Dedham, was arrested Nov. 20 
allegedly fleeing the Institute for 
Savings in Newburyport after the 
Nov. 20 heist. 

Richard Grenier, 32, of South 
Boston was arrested on charges 
related to a botched robbery at a 
Milton bank on Dec. 17. 

Police also believe that another 
South Boston man with a violent 
criminal history, already in cus
tody on unrelated gun charges, is 
one of the mbbers who held up a 
USTrust bank in Natick on Nov. 
10. 

Frank Wallace, 33, was arrested 
in a Revere apartment building 
Jan. 5 by the State Police Violent 
Fugitive Arrest Squad. 

The troopers had been hunting 
for Wallace since Dec. 12, when 
he allegedly threatened a Gilford, 
N.H., man with a gun. then stole a 
succession of getaway cars to 
make his escape. \lkllace was car
rying a loaded .357-caliber 
Magnum at the time of his arrest, 
but gave up without a fight. 

The South Boston ex-convict 
bas n~t been charged in connec
tion with any of the recent bank 
robberies, which started in late 
September. But police sources 

said Wallace is believed to be the 
man pictured in a surveillance 
photograph taken inside the 
Natick USTrust during the Nov. 
10 heist. 

At least two other suspects are 
being sought by investigators, but 
have not been named publicly. 

The breaks in the case have 
come as frustrated authorities 
have clamored for better coopera
tion between the scores of law 
enforcement agencies involved in 
the investigation. 

More than 40 police detectives, 
prosecutors and FBI agents from 
two dozen cities, towns and coun
ties met in Natick last week to go 
over recent developments in the 
case. 

The robberies have not stopped, 
even as police have closed their 
dragnet. 

On Jan. 6, a pair of armed men 
robbed a USTrust branch in 
Cleveland Circle, according to 
Marcinkiewicz. The following 
day, two armed men, unidentified 
by police, robbed a small bank in 
Beverly, according to police 
reports. 

Investigators do not believe that 
the same men have been responsi
ble for each of the robberies in 
towns including Brookline, 
Needham, Belmont, &ighton, 
Newton, Watertown, Braintree, 
Burlington and Boston. But police 
theorize that a large group of men 
is working together, taking turns 
donning masks and wielding guns 
to hit a different bank every few 
days. 0 
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I N BRIEF 

Brighton Main Streets 
discusses track project 
The general membership meeting of 
the Brighton Main Streets will be 
held at noon, Wednesday, Jan. 27, at 
the Green Briar Restaurant, 304 
Washington St., Brighton Center. 

Representatives of the Brighton 
Track Removal Task Force will 
speak on the recent developments of 
the A-Line Track Removal Project 
and its impact on residents and busi
nesses in the community. 

All are welcome. The luncheon 
cost is $7 per person. 

To register for the luncheon, call 
254-0707 by Jan. 23. 

Skate at Harvard 
Harvard University will host its 
annual Allston-Brighton skating 
party at Harvard's Bright Hockey 
Center on Thursday, Jan. 21, from 
7:30 to 9 p.m. 

The rink is located next to 
Harvard Stadium. Be sure to bring 
your own skates - rentals are not 
available. 

This family event is sponsored by 
Harvard's Athletic Department and 
Office of Community Affairs. 

Civic group holds 
monthly meeting 
The Abston Civic Association will 
meet Tuesday, Jan.19, at 7 p.m. at 
Brighton Marine Health Center, 77 
Warren St., Brighton. 

The ACA monthly meetings for 
February and March will be held at 
7 p.m. at the Brighton Marine 
Health Center. 

Agenda items include: 

• a request by Stanley Block to 
install a trailer at 95 Everett St., 
Allston, for an auto-body repair 
business; 

• a request by Paul Foti Jr. to extend 
the living space into the basement 
and erect a rear addition at 16 Alcott 
St., Allston; 

• an update on plans for a corporate 
office building for Cambridgeport 
Bank.It 1380 Soldiers Field Road; 

• a discussion of plans by BV 
Development to erect two office 
buildings and a manufacturing facil
ity at the former Honeywell Bull 
site on Life Street. 

Girl Scouts invite new 
members Jan. 20 
The "P'atriots' Trail Girl Scout 
Council is hosting a registration ses
sion for girls between the ages of 5 
and 12 to participate in the Girl 
Scout program from 6:30-7:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, Jan. 20,atJackson 
Mann Community Center, 500 
Cambridge St., Allston. 

Adults are also encouraged to vol
unteer in the area of community 
leadership. 

For more information on registra
tion, call the Boston Field Office at 
( 617) 695-1715 or 1-800-882-1662. 

Cleveland Circle noise and 
historic disbict designation 
discussions 
The Aberdeen & Reservoir Civic 
Association will hold its monthly 
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DAILY SPECIALS 
SUIDIY BRUICB aurm 

(Over 15 items) $6.95 
Served From 10:30am-12:30pm During NFL Sundays 

EARLY BIRD SPECIALS SI.• 
Choose from Marinated Tips, Baked Scrod, 

Fried Scallops and more. 
Specials include garden salad, potato and coffee 

Served Mon-Fri 11:30am-7pm 
Senior citizens receive an additional 10% off 

LOCI IPICllLI 
....._ .. a.• 

Choose from Roast Beef, Hamburgers, 
Chicken Teriyaki and many more items. 

Swordfish Kabob $4.99 
Lunch Specials served 11:30am-4:00pm 

NIGHTLY SPECIALS 
Monday 

All You Can Eat Double Dipped Wings 
Tuesday 

Everything on the menu $9.95 or less 
Wednesday 

Two for One Fajitas 
Thursday 

Boneless Buffalo Wings & 16 oz Beer $6.95 
Friday a Saturday 

Prime Rib $8.95 

3S3 Cambridge St. 
lllstoa, IA • (117) 783-2• 
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meeting on Thursday, Jan. 21 at 7 
p.m. on the premi~ of the Jewish 
Community Center, 50 Sutherland 
Road, at the comer of Englewood 
Avenue. 

The following items are included 
on the agenda: 

•The District 14 Police Community 
Relations Group meeting regarding 
businesses in Cleveland Circle -
originally scheduled for Jan. 14 but 
canceled due to inclement weather 
- will now be a part of ARCA's 
January 21 agenda. 

Residents interested in discussing 
problems such ~ those caused by 
late-night patrons of Cleveland 
Circle establishments are encouraged 
to attend. 

This is an opportunity to voice 
complaints, suggestions and seek 
solutions with Nancy Lo, Director of 
the Mayor's Office of Consumer 
Affairs and Licensing, representa
tives of Cleveland Circle establish
ments and the local police. 

• Important community discussion 
of the proposed Architectural 
Conservation District for the 
Aberdeen area and the immediate 
vicinity. The ruscussion is intended 
to clarify any issues and questions 
residents might have prior to a pub
lic hearing at the Bo ton Landmarks 
Commission on Tuesday, Jan. 26. 

• Dr. Bill Marchione, curator of the 
Brighton/Allston Historical Society 
will give an overview of the 
Society's initiative to gather neigh
borhood oral histories. 

• Other community updates if time 
permits. 

ARCA can be reached at (617) 
2'!99.5. 

*"-'Mann schoolyard 
.... praplllls 
There will be a conummi&y meeting 
to review design development pro
posals prepared by landscape archi
tects john copley and Lynn Wolff 
Associates for the new Jackson 
Mann schoolyard. At the meeting, 
discussion will focus on play yard 
and garden design elements, materi
als, cost estimates and establishing 
priorities. 

Please join teachers, students and 
community members for this very 
important meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 
26, 7 p.m, at the Jackson Mann 
School Cafeteria, 500 Cambridge 
Street Support for this project comes 
from the City of Boston and the 
Boston Schoolyard Initiative. For 
more information, call Roger 
F.rickson at the Allston Brighton 
Community Development 
Corporation, 787-3874. 

OllllbolaatSalnt 
~School 
Come visit the school, meet the 
teachers and celebrate Catholic 
Schools Week at St Anthony's 
School's open house on Sunday, Jan. 
24 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., after Family 
Mass. Refreshments will be served. 
St Anthony's School offers full day 
education for students from age 3 
(pre-k) to grade 8. We have before 
and after-school programs daily 
from 7 am. to 5:30 p.m. A full day 
summer school program is available 
June through September. 

Come see the new playground, 
computer lab and library. Saint 
Anthony's School HaJI, 57 Holton 
St, Allston. For more information, 
call 782-0775. 

By Ann Griffin 
Brighton Main Streets Program 
Manager 

W hile much has been 
said about the A-Line 
track removal project 

on Cambridge, Washington and 
Tremont streets, the company that is 
re.5ponsible for making the project 
happen, McCourt Construction, has 
received little attention locally. 

But McCourt, a family-run busi
ness that is more than 100 years old, 
has a long history in Boston, has 
provided the workers for soroe of 
the city's most important ptiblic 
works projects and has been one of 
the main contractors for the massive 
Central Artery project. 

The company built City Square 
Parle in Charlestown, on open space 
cleared as a result of the Big Dig, 
according to Stephen Frick, 
McCourt's vice president of con-
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struction. McCourt's involvement 
with the Central Arteryffunnel pro
ject also includes construction of the 
Porter Street Outfall in East Boston, 
work al South Station and the 

tracks project. 
"Any time you are woricing on a 

big city project, you look for com
munity involvement," said Kevin 
Cleary, McCourt's project supervi

preparation of land for a 
27-hole golf course in 
Quincy. The golf course, 
to be located near 
Quany Drive, will sit on 
top of some 7 million 
tons of excavant moved 
from the Central Artery. 

Keeping 
track 

sor for the A-Line project in 
Brighton. 

Oeary pointed to the 
Dorchester Heights 
Memorial - which 
McCourt recently completed 
in South Boston - as an 
example of how the compa
ny works with community 
groups during construction 
projects in their neighbor
hoods. A regular column 

Other McCourt pro
jects include the 
Lechmere Canal near 
the CambridgeSide 

A weekly update about the project appeared in 
on the A-Line the South Boston Tribune, 

Galleria Mall and the 
Riverwalk in Lowell. In 
1985, McCourt rebuilt 
Huntington Avenue, an 

removal project ~d Cleary ~ed meeting 
with representallves from the 

important project which included 
the installation of sewer lines 19 
feet beneath the ground, complete 
street resurfacing and new curb 
cuts. 

Its reconstruction of the VFW 
Parkway also included new curb 
siding, utility work and new street 
lamps, much like the Brighton 

neighborhood lo talk about the pro
ject and answer their questions. 

'The end result was beautiful," 
said Edward Wallace, president of 
the Dorchester Heights Association, 
a neighborhood group that commu
nicated with McCourt about the 
project "We rud have some issues, 
and had to monitor their progress. 

"The end result was 
beautiful." 

Edward Wallace, president of the 
Dorchester Heights Association 

In some instances, we had to call in 
our public officials." 

Wallace cited dust remediation, 
general housekeeping and working 
before or after designated hours as 
primary concerns. 

"Overall, our relationship was 
positive. But we had to work hard 
on both sides," said Wallace. 0 

Ann Griffin, project Manager for 
Brighton Main Streets," writes a 
weekly column highlighting the 
progress of Brighton~ A-Line track 
removal project. The project, which 
includes the removal of the former 
tracks and reconstTuction of 
Tremont, Washington and 
Cambridge streets, will be complet
ed later this year. 

• ree nrmited ATM use 
•F eechec s 

• o rawal c arges 
Get one treat after another with Deluxe Checking. 

BRaDKLINE SAVINGS BANK 
A WHOLLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF BROOKLINE BANCORP, INC. 

Telephone: 617 730-3500 

Brookline Village • Coolidge Comer • South Brookline • Longwood • Washington Square 
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Rock cocaine 
allegedly sold 
D On Jan. 8 at l 0: 15 p.m., Boston 
Police, while conducting a drug 
investigation at the Fidelis Way 
housing development, noticed a 
white male circling the area in a 
car and having conversations with 
a number of people. According to 
the police report, the driver, later 
identified as Christopher 
McDonald, 21, of 14 Newton St. in 
Waltham, had a brief conversation 
with another man, later identified 
as Lee C. Figgs, 27, of 87 
Colbume Road in Brighton. Figgs 
allegedly directed McDonald to the 
area of 29 Fidel is Way. The police 
report alleges that a short time 
later, McDonald parked his car 
within 15 feet of an undercover 
police vehicle. Five minutes after 
that, Figgs allegedly approached 
McDonald, who handed him some 
money which Figgs allegedly 
exchanged for what police later 
identified as a bag plastic bag con
taining rock cocaine. 

McDonald was stopped 
shortly after leaving the scene. He 
allegedly threw a plastic bag with 
rock cocaine onto the floor of his 
car. He was arrested and charged 
with possession of a Class B sub
stance. 

Meanwhile, Figgs was arrested. 
Police reported finding two 
plastic bags containing marijuana 
and $188 on his person at the 
time of his arrest. Figgs was 
charged with distribution of a Class 
B substance within 1,000 feet of a 
school zone (Gabriel's Grammar 
School). 

Patron's pills pilfered 
fl Police responded to a report of 
a robbery at 1480 Commonwealth 
Ave. in Brighton at 5:45 p.m. 
Jan. 9. Upon arrival, they spoke 
to the victim who said he was 
leaving CVS with his prescription 
when three white males grab 
bed the pills from him and fled 
up Commonwealth Avenue 
toward Allston Street. Officers 
searched the area with the victim to 
no avail. 

Marijuana 
bust is made 
II At 3:05 p.m. Jan. I 0, officers 
responded to 26 Allston St. to 
assist paramedics on an emergency 
medical evaluation. While the 
EMTs were making their evalua
tion, one of the officers reportedly 
noticed a strong smell and smoke 
coming ~m a room across the 
hall. The officer looked through the 
open door and allegedly saw a lit, 
hand-rolled cigarette and a small 
amount of a "green vegetable sub
stance" on a table near the door, 
according to police reports. When 
the officer asked whose it was, 
Jarold 0 . Gonzalez, 23, of the 
same address, told the officer it 
was his room. The officer entered 
the room and found a large plastic 
bag open on the floor. The bag 
contained more of the substance, 
believed to be marijuana. Gonzalez 
allegedly admitted to the officer 
that the substance was marijuana 
and that it was his. Police arrested 
Gonzalez and charged him with 
possession of a Class D substance. 

POLICE LOG 

Parted car raised 
suspicions 
D Police officers patrolling 
Washington Street in Brighton on 
Jan. I 0 observed two people sitting 
in a parked blue Hyundai at 12:49 
a.m. According to police reports, as 
the officers slowly drove past the 
car, they saw the driver hand the 
passenger something that appeared 
to be money. The officers stopped 
to perform a threshold inquiry. The 
vehicle was parked in an area 
known for drug activity. 

Police asked the driver why she 
was parked there and she told them 
that she was giving her passenger a 
ride home. Officers stated in the 
report that the passenger was 
clenching his fists and acting suspi
ciously. One of the officers asked 
the ;:>assenger to open his hand, 
which he did, revealing a rolled dol
lar bill. The officer then asked the 
passenger to open his right hand, 
allegedly revealing a small plastic 
bag containing a white, powdery 
substance and a folded $I 0 bill. 

After searching the car for addi
tional contraband with the help of 
an additional unit, the officers 
arrested the passenger, Cornelius 
McCarthy, 46, of 444 Harrison 
Ave. in Boston, and the driver, 
Dianne Perrier, 32, of 52 Crest 
Ave. in Revere. Both were charged 
with possession of a Class B sub-• stance. 

Sorry for the break-in 
II On Jan. IO at 1:13 a.m., police 
responded to a report of a breaking 
and entering in progress at 33 
Mapleton St. in Brighton. When 

. ' 

they arrived, they were met by the 
resident, who told them two white 
males broke two of his windows 
and attempted to enter his apart
ment. The two men fled when 
police arrived, but were apprehend
ed b.Y another police unit nearby at 
Mapleton and Murdock streets. The 
officers transported the suspects 
back to the resident, who made a 
positive identification. Both sus
pects had small cuts on their hands 
and admitted to officers that they 
had broken the windows. However, 
they claimed that they thought they 

l 

news : businesses I 
l 

entertainment/ 

oman ., 
oan on er mouse 

For the fastest financial transactions around click on townonfine.com 
brought to you by your local community newspaper. ft instantly connects 
you to banks, credit unions and other financial services in over 200 
communities in Eastern Massachusetts. That's why we call townonline.com 
your local community eformation tool. 

Townonllne.com. Your instant financial efonnation connection. 
With townonline.com you can shop for financial services and lots more 

from the convenience of your computer. From automobile tires to beauty 

salons, from travel services to entertainment 
Townonline.com has it all. Not to mention 
over 100,000 pages of other valuable 
listings including local news, arts, 
classifieds, help wanted and real estate. 

So, log on to townonline.com, from 
the comfort of your pad. 

townonline •com 

www.townonline.com/allstonbri 

were going into a friend's house. 
Officers noted in their report that 
the friend turned out to live at 
another Mapleton Street residence. 

The resident who called police 
stated that all he wanted was to be 
compensated for the damaged win
dows. The two men agreed to pay 
for the windows. An officer 
instructed the resident to contact 
him in two weeks if they refused to 
pay and advised the two men that 
charges would be brought against 
them at that time. No arrests were 
made. 

classifieds 

II 

The local community ormation tool. 
Auburndale Coop 
www.aubumdalecoop.comlconsumerloans.html 

Beveny National Bank 
www.bellbank.com 

Braintree Cooperative Bank 
www.bralntree-coop-bank.com 

Cash for College · 
shop.townonllne.comlshoplcashforcotlege 

Corporate Securities Group 
shop.townonline.com'shoplcsg 

Danvers Savings Bank 
www.danverssavings.com 

Eastern Atlantic Mortgage Company 
go.boston.com/mortgageanatys1s 

Fidelity Home Mortgage 
shop.townonllne.comlshopllldelityhomens 

First National Bank of Ipswich 
shop.townonline.com/shopllirstnatl 

Heritage Cooperative Bank 
www.herttagecoop.com 

Hyde Parl< Savings 
www.hydeparl<bank.com 

IAG Federal Cred~ Union 
www.iagfcu.org 

Mansfield Cooperative Bank 
www.mansfiefdco.op.com 

Marblehead Savings Bank 
www.marblebank.com 

Medford Cooperative Bank 
shop.townonline.com/shop/medfordcoop 

National City Mortgage 
shop.townonline.comlshoplnationalclty 

Pinnacle Mortgage 
shop.townonline.comlshoplpinnaclemortgage 
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POLITICS 

Kinder, gentler Finneran 
raises some local eyebrows 

Two new reasons 
to turn to us for total 

health care. 

H ouse Speaker Thomas 
Finneran's (D-Mattapan) 
three-pronged State of the 

State address last Wednesday was 
both uncharacteristic and perfectly 
in character. Coming from a con-

servative l)emocrat known for his 
fiscal restraint, Finneran's "univer
sal" early education proposal raised 
some eyebrows - despite the mea
sure's bland, "for the children" 
appeal. 

"I will propose an aggressive 
expansion of kindergarten and pre
kindergarten programs across the 
entire state," he said, citing the 
virtues of early learning. "I envi
sion such a program being made 
available first in those communities 
where test results indicate the most 
severe educational challenges and 
deficiencies." 

1\vo of those raised eyebrows 
belonged to State Rep. Kevin 
Honan (D-Brighton), who noted 
that Finneran's aggressive proposal 
translates into aggressive spending 
(about $100 million annually). 

"He [Fmneran] usually talks 
about efficiency, and about 
restraint, and here he has put his 
unqualified support behind a 
spending initiative and a specific 
budget item," said Honan, who was 
favorable to the program. 

But if it's an understatement to 
say that Finneran has (in Honan's 
words) "solidified the speakership," 
it's an overstatement to say this is a 
newer, cuddlier Finneran, at work 
on his legacy. 

"Hey, it's not about my personal 
legacy," the Speaker said after the 
speech. "It's about an institutional 
legacy. I'm trying to get myself and 
my colleagues to think about how 
we leave this institution and about 
how we leave the commonwealth." 

His two other major proposals 
were more Finneranesque, though 
still couched in "generational" 
rhetoric. One was environmental, 
giving cities and towns statewide 
the opportunity to create open 
space land banks. Most likely, they 
would be funded locally by sur
charges, and not by state support. 
Finneran's other goal is institution
al: switching over to a two-year 

Mi\~Rl!!~ ,.,nr.m 
Nobody Knows 
Homes Better™ 

n-rr-m~r.-. 

budget in the House. 
"It will help us think in a genera

tional manner," he said. "[It will 
provide] continuity in the provision 
of crucial services, predictability in 
the availability of resources, man
agerial efficiencies ... " 

Translation: it will force the 
House to spend more prudently. 
And some suggested that the bud
get proposal would only make the 
speaker's control more complete. 

''The yearly budget process, 
that's where your powl!\' is as a 
lone representative," said State 
Sen. Steven Tolman (D-Brighton), 
who recently migrated from the 
House. "It shouldn't be taken away. 
Why should one representative's 
voice be more powerful than anoth
er's?" 

Politics make 
strange bedfellows 
Though the language of his SfieeCh 
was above reproach, Finneran's 
State of the State presentation 
included one puzzling non-sequitir: 
the pre ence, in the visitors gallery, 
of his "special guest," Hall of 
Fame running back Jim Brown. 
Given the Speaker's recent rela
tionship with the NFL, Brown's 
attendance was an odd, ironic 
twist. 

Then again, Finneran's pounding 
leadership style may welJ owe 

Take 
Stock 
in America 

something to the former Cleveland 
Brown .. . 

Tolman recognized 
by Audubon 
Steven Tolman received a perfect 
rating from the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society for environmen
tal roll-call votes for 1998. As a 
two-term state representative, 
Senator Tolman compiled a 94 per
cent lifetime rating from the 
Massachusetts Audubon Society. 

"I am pleased to be recognized 
by the leading environmental advo
cates in the commonwealth for my 
legislative record," Tolman said. 
"As a senator, I will continue to 
speak out on the many important 
environmental issues that we all 
face, just as I did in the House of 
Representatives." 

Since 1985, the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society has published the 
environmental voting records of the 
Massachusetts legislature to inform 
citizens of their state legislators• 
performance. The rating is an 
objective compilation of all envi
ronmental roll call votes, not a sub
jective evaluation of individual leg
islators. 

Jeff Ousbome is a freelance writer 
and student who contributes a 
weekly column on city politics for 
The Allston-Brighton TAB. 

Amsale Ketema, MD 
Board Certified Internist 

• University of Maryland 
School of Medicine 

• Residency at Univtrsity of 
Pittsburgh 

• Special interest in women's 
health issues including 
motherhood and menopause 

• Fluent in Amharic 

Kathleen McHugh, MD 
Board Certified Internist 

• ~arvard Medical School 

• Residency at Brigham and 
Women's Hospital 

• Cares for Harvard Vanguard 
patients as an inplltient staff 
physician at Brigham and 
Women's Hospital 

You can trust our doctors to listen, to involve you in health care 
decisions and to provide you with excellent care. It's part of 
our approach to ensure your overall health. For more reasons to 
select a Harvard Vanguard doctor, call us today at 617-421-1174. 

,91 Harvard 
Vanguard 

Medical Associates 

Kenmore 
133 Brookline Avenue 

Our physicians acctpt th' plans of Harvard Pilgrim Health Car' as w'll as most indemnity insurances. 

Showers&. 

Sinks&. Mirrors&. 

Cabinet Hardware &. 

Towel Bars &. ..• 

www. town on Ii ne .co m /comm u n ityca rd 

Every community 
h~s its advantages ... 
and Community Newspaper Company delivers 
most of them. 
Bring your Community Card to any of the following community 
partners and receive exclusive discounts. 

r--------------------------------------------------, l A Sugarloaf/USA- Present your Community Card and this coupon l 
I to receive one adult hit tlCl:et FREE. when you purchase a Lear!l- 1 
l . To-Ski or Learn-To-Snowboard padage at a 10% discount. Cannot l 
I be combined with any other offer. Learn-To-Ski and Learn· To- I 
: •a~ Snowboard: $55 value; includes Ii~ ticket, equipment & l 
I 2-hour clinic. I 

L-------------------------------- -----------------------~ l Kaplan Educational Centers - Save $50 on tumon to any Kaplan l 
1 f:f!J W l !U t Test Prep program when you present your Community Card, 1 

L _________________ ~~u~ -~~ ~ ~<:?~~ P':b~~:~ !~~~ ~~ ~~~~~':. ______ : 
l ~ FIMtCenter - An exclusive offer for Community Card holders at l 
I MFkt:tCenter select FleetCenter events. In January, at the Sports Museum, I 
I www "'-••Tc•r•H'"" COM I 
1 * located in the FleetCenter, present your Community Card and this 1 
I . coupon and when you buy one adult pass, you'H get one child I 

!-----"::~..::!!:------~-~R~~ _ ql!}fE .P!5!~ !4.:.02_v!~!- - - - - - ~ -- - - - - - - - -! 
1 • Legal Sea Foods - Present your Community Card and this 1 
l coupon to receive one ctuldren's meal FREE from the award Wiil- I 
1 ning Children's Menu with the purchase of a full price entree. l 
L--------------------------------------------------j 

r--------------------------------------------------, 1 Hoyt• Clntmas Cotporatlon - With purchase of a Hoyts Cinema 1 
l movie tlCl:et. present your Community Card and this coupon at l 
1 any Hoyts Cinema concession area and receive one medium pop- 1 
l ~, \ com for FREE. Cannot ba combined with any other offer. l 
r--------------------------------------------------------1 
1 • , • , • Spirit Of Boston Harbor Cruises - Buy two lunc;h or dinner 1 
I ~ cruise tJCtets aod receM! two FREE, for a table of four, when you I 
: ~ present your Community Card Advance reserVcltJon reqwed at l 
I - 617-748-1450. Offer good through Apnl 10, 1999. Good for up to I 
l SI> 1 R IT 8 people per reservation. Not valid on existing tickets, holi- l 
I ~.'..:~.'.!!!! days, special events, or combined with any other offer. I 

L-------------------------------------------------------~ l Atness Advanta~ Networti - Join one. use them all. Save l 
1 .}".,.,._ .}".,_.,. 100% off the JO!ning fee with a six month()( longer membershtp 1 
: .}" .. _.,. .}",,..,.,...,. or $20 on a SIX week membership when you present the : 
1 .}",,._.._ .l"n.-<» Community Card. k; a special bonus receive a one-hour perSOll- 1 
l .}""""""'"" al fitness consultation. New joiners only. Not valid with other : 
1 discounts or with the Summer Outdoor Clubs. 1 

L--------------------------------------------------j 

' For more information on the Community Card or how you can get your own, 
call 1-800-982-4023 or visit us at: www.townonline.com/ communitycard. 
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It's not WHO you know but WHAT you know. 

-----------------------------~-----------------------------~ 
Town Online wants to keep you in the loop. 
Sign up today to receive FREE Town Online 
Community Updates covering local news and 
events. 

I addition to the Town Online Community Update, you can 
sign up for other free email offerings listed below. To get 
started visit http://www.townonline.com/list or fill out the 
form. 

Email options: 
•Town Online Update: Offers the latest information on local communities. 
•Introductions: Helps you find a friendly companion or the perfect mate. Tips 
and events for singles too. 
•Real Estate: lists every home and apartment from Community Newspaper's 
1()()+ publications. Offers tips on home improvement , decorating tips and more! 
•Working· Job-seekers:Tips to hEalp-you in your jobsearch and managing your 
career 
•Working- Employers/Recruiters: Delivers online recruiting tips, industry news 
and trends, and helps your company to find the right candidates. 
•Parent and Baby: Offers expert help for parents expecting a baby or raising a 
child. 

~ ·- -·- - -·- --- ---- -·- -·-·- -·- -·- - -·- -·- -·-·- - ·- ---·- -·- - -·- -·- --- -·- - - - -·- - - - -- --- - -- -·- - - - --- ---·- --- -·- - -·- -·-., 
: If you're interested in receiving FREE emailed Community Updates, please fill out the form and 
: mail it to the address below: 
I 
I 
i ' Name: ________________ _ 
! Address: _______________ _ 
; City: _________________ _ 

: State: Zip Code: ·" 
; E-mail: (required) 
' I 
' 
: Mail to: Community Newspaper Company, c/o T. Cohen, 
: Interactive Department, 254 Second Ave., Needham, MA 02494 
: Fax to: 781-433-7888 
I 
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D 
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townonlmaocom 

Town Online Update 

Introductions 

Real Estate 

• 
Working· Job·seekers 

Working· Employers 

Parent and Baby 

d Be a player on the Boston College 

:I All-Star Art Team! 
,_ ___ ,, • And see your name in lights at a BC BasketbaU gmue. 

The Weekly TAB's and the Boston College Men's & Women's Basketball Programs are looking for 
a few good players on our youth All-Star Art Team. If you're in grades one through eight, 

you're eligible to enter the All-star Art Contest. 
~ 

' 

Winnen will receive three tickets to an upcoming BCMen's orWomen'sbasketball game, 
have their names announced at half-tjme, see their art disptayed at the arena AND be published in 

their local community newspaper! 

'"'If Use your imagination! * 
otaw your favorite ~ SClr1 I $Cene from your favorite spo91, I picture of you winning the BostQO Marathon! 

*You must put I] 700r fuH name, 2] school, 3] grade and 4. home phone number on the back of your artwork so we can 
conract 700 if 700 are a winner and properly label your work in the newspaper. Entries without complete information 
included will be disqualified. 

* A panel of Community Newspaper Company editors and Boston College Athletic Departtnent staff will select one 
winner for each grade level (grades one through eight) for each newspaper. Judges will base winners on overall 
creadvity - and lots of color helps! Deadline for entries is Friday, Feb. 12 at Spm. 

* If you ire a winner, we wiU contact you no later than February 16th. 

* Winners and their parents will be invited to the February 23rd or 24th BC Basketball game at Conte Forum. 
Your name will be announced during half-time. 

'~Wft1r - .-......com 

1"9 IC MEN'S IASKETIAU. 
SCHEDULE • HOME GAMES 

JAN. l4TH 11W11 / l:OOl'l1 

JAN. lTTH NOTRE CW1E / 7:30Pl1 

FEB.2NO SETON HALL/ 8:00Pt1 

Ffl. 6TH WEST VIRGINIA I 1:00l'l1 

F£B.20TH PITTS8Ul\GH I NOON 

FEB. 24TH SYl\ACUSE I 7:30f't1 

FOR TICKETS CAU. 617-SSl-GOBC 
WWW.llCEAGLES.COH 

Send in your artwork with a sports-inspired theme to: 

LISA NEWTON ONEILL 
CNC Prc111ct10111 • 254 Second Avenue. Needh~n1. MA 02494 

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1999 AT SPM 

OfFICIAL RULES: Swdonts most be In pies one throu&fl eight and attend school In Boston. Brookline. e>o.er, Newton. She<t>om. Watertown or Wellesley. Employees and 
Immediate famdy m«nben ol Community N~ Company and BostO<I Coftqe are not eljzible. Artwork must be recel...:I by above-named dudhne and 

, be properly iclenblled or will not be eli&ible- ArtwOOt should be no latJer lhan I lxl7 and no smaller than 8.5'x 11•. N. entries become property of CNC. Decision of judges is final 
I 
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BUSINESS NEWS 

Cones for kids at Friendly's 
For the 18th consecutive year, local 
Friendly's Restaurants will conduct 
its annual "Cones for Kids" 
Campaign from Jan.18 through Feb. 
14. Proceeds wiU fund Easter Seals 
Adaptive Swim Programs in com
munities all over Massachusetts. 

Diners at the Friendly's restaurant 
at 462 Washington St. are invited to 
make at $I donation to Easter Seals. 
The restaurant will offer discount 
coupons to those who make a dona
tion. 

'The money raised in our restau
rants stays right here in our commu
nity and helps our friends and neigh
bors with disabilities," Chuck Saba, 
Friendly's district manager, said. 
'The money raised this year in 
Brighton will pay for local swim pro
grams. It's all possible because of our 
loyal guests and hard-woiking 
employees." 

Painting brightens 
Franciscan Hospital 
The halls of Franciscan Children's 
Hospital in Brighton will become a 
bit brighter in 1999, thanks to a gift 
from Barbara Ottmar and Georgia 
Florena ofTatutina, a giftware design 
company in Attleboro. 

The two artists recently designed 
and donated a painting to the hospital 
titled "liappiness All Aboard," 
depicting fun, family, children and 
pets in a winter wonderland. 

Marquis appointed 
vice president 
Shareen Marquis, president of 
Marquis Real Estate/Better Homes & 
Gardens in Brighton and Plymouth, 
has been appointed a focus area vice 
president of the Massachusetts 
Association of Realtors for 1999. 

As vice president for 
Communications and Technology, 
Marquis is responsible for coordinat
ing the initiatives of the MAR 
Business Plan relative to internal and 
external communication programs. 
She also will act as a liaison between 
leadership and all work groups ·. 
fonned under the MAR communica-

tions and technology umbrella 
Marquis is chainnan of the 

National Association of Realtors 
MLS Policy Committee. A past 
member of the NAR's MLS 
Regulatory Committee on MLS 
Administration, she has been a MAR 
state director since 1994. Jn 1998, 
she served as chainnan of the MAR 
Communications and Technology 
Committee, and she is a past chair
wom851. of MAR's Professional 
Development Committee. 

Marquis is president-elect of the 
Greater Boston Real Estate Board's 
Residential Association of Realtors 
and is a director of the MLS Property 
Wormation Network in 1999. 

Marquis was honored as the 
Greater Boston Real Estate Board's 
Realtor of the Year in 1996. 

JI 

Writer, artist appear 
at New England Comics 
Allston writer Brendan Ring and 
artist Chris Ring will appear at New 
England Comics in Allston from 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 23, to sign 
original comic books from their 
Carbon Knight comic book series. 

Jn addition to signing books, the 
brothers will demonstrate the process 
of putting a comic book together 
from concept to final product. 

"It's very exciting for us to keep 
expanding and reaching out to more 
comic fans along the way. It's really 
the only way to make it in this busi
ness and when we can help an aspir
ing writer or artist, it adds to the fun 
of what we're doing," Brendan Ring 
said. 

Fabulous FeblUary Fiesta 
Fundraiser is coming soon 
The Allston-Brighton Healthy 
Boston Coalition will present The 
Winiker Orchestra, the 1993 presi
dential inaugural band, at their 
Fabulous February Fiesta Fundraiser 
on Thursday, Feb. 11 , so save the 
date. 

The event will take place in 
Boston University's George Sherman 
Ballroom at 775 Commonwealth 
Ave., 6-11 p.m. For more informa
tion, qill 782-3886. 

Nominate a local 
'Person of the Year' 

The Weekly TAB newspapers, serv
ing 14 communities in Greater 
Boston, including [Name of your 
community here], have launched the 
third annual People of the Year 
Awards campaign to recognize the 
unsung heroes in every neighbor
hood. 

The campaign offers the chance for 
readers to speak out about the excep
tional individuals who make their 
communities better places in which 
to live. Nominators are asked to write 
eight to I 0 sentences describing their 
nominees' efforts to enhance life in 
their towns. 

People of the Year may be any age 
and may have made any kind of pos
itive impact to their communities. 
Past recipients of the award have 
included educators, police officers, 
students, social activists and a host of 
other individuals who have made a 
variety of outstanding contributions 
to the quality of life in their city or 
town. 

An editorial panel at the TAB will 
review nominations for the award 

and select winners from each com
munity. 

The award winners will be fea
tured in the TAB, including a profile 
of each individual's lffe and work. 
Wmners also will receive a special 
award plaque at an award ceremony 
and reception hosted by the TAB. 

'This is one of my favorite 
events," said Carole Brennan, pub
lisher of the TAB newspapers. "It's 
great to hear readers' direct input on 
what is important in their communi
ties, and to meet all the fantastic peo
ple they nominate." 

Nominations for the People of the · 
Year award must be received by 5 
p.m. on Friday, Jan. 29. Forms for 
nomination will appear in each edi
tion of the TAB newspapers until the 
deadline date. 

Please send nominations to: TAB 
People of the Year Awards, Tab 
Community Newspapers, P.O. Box 
9112, Needham, MA02402-9112. 
Nominators also may send their sub
missions via e-mail, to 
kwagers@cnc.com. 

" 
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Msgr. Charles 
McCarthy, 84 

Following a long illness, the Rev. 
Monsignor Charles W. McCarthy, 
retired chaplain of SL Elizabeth's 
Medical Center in Brighton, died 
Monday, Dec. 21, 1998. at St. 
Patrick's Manor in Franungham. He 
Wll.'l84. 

Rev. McCarthy was bom in 
Brighton and graduated from 
Brighten High School. In 1940. he 
graduaLCd from Boston College. He 
was vrdaincd June 14, 1946. at the 
Cathedrnl of the Holy Cross in 
Boston by Richard Cardinal 
Cushing. He spent 52 years a~ a 
priest for the Archdiocese of 
Boston, wor!..ing at vanous 
Massachusetts parishes. For 30 of 
tho~ years. he served as chaplain at 
St. Elizabeth's Medical Center. 

His other po ts included working 
as an assistant at St. Patrick's in 
Roxbury in 1946, St. Monica's in 
Methuen in 1946, St. Ann's in 
Somerville in 1951, St. Patrick's in 
Lynn in 1958, St. Andrew's in 
Forest Hills in 1960 and All Saints 
in Roxbury in 1961. 

ln 1964, he became chaplain at 
St. Eliz.abeth's Medical Center, and 
then was elevated to honorary 
prelate in 1968 with the title of rev
erend monsignor. 

OBITUARIES 

Msgr. Charles McCarthy 

Monsignor McCarthy is survived 
by two sister.. and a brother: Sister 
Eleanor. CSF. in Frarrlingham: 
Sister Dorothy, CSF, in Brighton; 
and Francis of Falmouth. He was 
also the brother of the late Daniel P. 
McCarthy, Mary F. McCarthy and 
Mildred A. McCauley. 

He was buried in St. Joseph's 
Cemetery in West Roxbury. 

David R. Bryant, 56 
David R. Bryant, a Brighton native, 
died suddenly at his South Bo~on 
residence on Tuesday, Dec. 29, 1998. 

He was 56. 
At the time of his death, Mr. 

Bryant was a substance abuse coun
selor al various hospitals in the 
Boston and New Hampshire areas. 
Mr. Bryant was also a retired <;team 
engineer for the Commonwealth of 
Ma~sachusetts. He was employed at 
the former Metropolitan State 
Hospital in Waltham. 

Mr. Bryant grew up and was edu
cated in B1ighton, where he was 
horn. He graduated from Cambridge 
College, and had lived 111 Somerville 
before moving to South Boston. 

He was the father of David A. 
Bryant of New Hampshire. ~Ir. 
Bryant wa.~ also the brother of '.'v1ary 
Clark of Ohio. Dolores Hou: and 
Lucy Brown of Watertown. Robert 
W. of Somerville, Charles J. of 
Malden, Barbara Mullin of Brighton. 
John Y. of Somerville. Daniel E. of 
Waltham and the late Jeanne French 
and James R. Bryant. He was also 
the fonner husband of Carole Bryant 
and Dawn Bryant 

Mr. Bryant's funeral was held at 
the MacDonald, Rockwell and 
MacDonald Funeral Horne in 
Watertown on Saturday, Jan. 2. ln 
lieu of flowers, memorial contribu
tions may be made to the Pine Street 
lnn, do Development Office, 444 
Harrison Ave., Boston, MA 021 ~. 

Plug.into Peoples 
-whereveryou are! 

Mtmbn-FDIC 

k KING FOR THE ULTIMATE IN BANKING 

convenience? Try @Home Banking froll1 
Peoples Federal Savings Bank. It offers a 
variety of convenient ways to access your 
accounts - even pay bills - anytime, anywhere. 

Via Telephone 
C~k balances, transfer funds, 
and access up-to-the-mmute 
account infonnation from any 
touch-tone phone. 

Via ScreenPhone 
Enhance your telephone banking 
with a simple upgrade of your 
existing phone. You'll add a visual 
menu that will walk you through 
each transaction, as well as bill 
paying features. 

Via Personal Computer 
log on and do all your banking 
from home - even schedule loan 
and bill payments for future dates. 

For the ultimate in banking 
convenience, stop by Peoples and 
plug into @Home Banking today! 

Peoples 
federal Savings Bank 
229 Nonh Harvard Street, Allston 

435 Market Street. Brighton 
l 905 Centre Street, West Roxbury 

(617) 254-0707 
www.pfsb.com 
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Two new reasons 
to turn to us for total 

health care. 

Normarie Montanaz-Albino, MD Andrew Agwunob1, MD 
Board Certified Pt-diatrician Board Certified Ptdiatrician 

• University of Puerto Rico • College of Medicine, 
School of Medicine University of J~,Plateau 

• Residency at A:bert Einstein State Nigeria •• 
College of Medicine • Residency at Howard 

• Soec1a inte<e~t in serving the University Hospital 
needs of a diverse patient base • 1997 Quality of Life Health 

Services Excellence Award 

You can trust our doctors to listen. to involve you in health care 
decisions and to provide you with excellent care. It's part of 
our approach to ensure your overall health. For more reasons to 
select a Harvard Vanguard doctor. call us today at 617-421-1174. 

~ " Vanguard 
~11 Harvard 

• Medical Associates 

Kenmore 
133 Brookline Avenue 

.. 
Our physicians accept th' plans of Harvard Pilgrim ~alth Co~ as well as most i~mnity insuran=. 

Register now for 
all day/extended day programs 

1' Westgate Christian Academy 

• Pre-K through Grade 6 
• Academic excellence in a Christian setting 
• Hands-on curriculum, small classes 

100 Winter Street 
Weston, MA 

(781)239-1766 

'W -- ' Russo"s 
A. Russ o & Sons , Inc. 

Quality Fruit and Vegetables 

Specials: 1/19 - 1/24/99 BESTOF 

Tender Premium Quality !I 
Asparagus ......................... ~ ............. sl.89 Ib. 

Golden Ripe 
Bananas ..... T, ........................................... 39¢. lb. 

hd. 

Large Juicy 
Lemons .................................. 5 for s1.00 
Premium Quality Fresh CaHfomia 
Spinach .......................................... 79¢. bunch 

560 Pleasant Street • Waterto-}Vll • 923-1502 
Store Hours: Monday - SatGrday 8am-6pm, 

Sunday 8am-2om · 
check out our website "WWW.arUs,so.tom 
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Let us keep our 617 
A !though it is part of the city of Boston, Allston

Brighton is often viewed as its own entity. 
Geographically, the neighborhood looks like its 

own city. It is connected with the rest of Boston by a thin strip of 
land that runs along Commonwealth Avenue. 

More importantly, the attitude of its residents is often much dif
ferent than those who live in downtown Boston. Allstonians and 
Brightonians have a different edge - an attitude that we are really 
on our own. 

But there are times when it is comforting to have an attachment 
to Boston. When the streets need to be plowed, when we need to 
tell out-of-towners where we live or when we need some extra 
clout, it is always helpful to say that we live in the city of Boston. 

Even though we live or work in Allston-Brighton, we are also 
part of Boston and that is part of our identity. 

But one of our most symbolic attachments to the city of Boston 
- our 617 area code - may soon be taken away from us. 

Because of a logistical glitch, the state's Department of 
Telecommunications and Energy is running low on phone num
bers in the 617 area code and it expects to run out of numbers 
sometime in the year 2000. The problem, in part, sterns from the 
fact that telecommunications companies can only purchase tele
phone numbers in blocks of 10,000 - even if they only need a 
few thousand numbers for their customers. As a result, tens of 
thousands of unused numbers are unavailable and the pool of 
available numbers is shrinking. 

H the state is unable to fix the problem, it will likely introduce a 
new area code for Greater Boston by next year. The state has two 
main options to consider if it creates a new area code. One would 
be to split the existing 617 area and create a new area code for 
some communities. Under this scenario, Allston-Brighton could 
be shifted into a new area code, even though the rest of the city of 
Boston would remain in the 617 area code. 

The second plan would be to create an overlay district in which 
everyone who has a 617 area code would keep that code and new 
customers would be required to take a number in a different area 
code. Under this plan, next-door neighbors could end up with 
phone numbers that are in different area codes. 

We favor the first option - with a caveat. We want Allston
Brighton to stay in the 617 area code. While it makes sense to 
split 617 and preserve area code boundaries, it makes little ~nse 
to separate Allston-Brighton from the rest of the city. 

While we value our independence, we are still Bostonians and 
we should keep our 6 I 7. 
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OPINION 
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RED Sox -1-o P;Tch B0 sToN foR 5\A°DiOM MotJtj 

Standing up for the council president 
I am writing in response to a "Speak Out'' item printed 
in the Jan. 12-18 Allston-Brighton TAB questioning 
my support of City Councilor James Kelly for council 
president. Although I do got agree philosophicaltr with 
President Kelly on every issue that comes before the 
City Council, l find him to be one of the hardest work
ing members of the body who has striven to enhance 
the reputation of the Boston City Council. 

In the past few years the council debated and 
approved historic measures such as the merger of the 
Boston City Hospital with the Boston University 
Medical Center, the development of a convention cen
ter, and the implementation of the Living Wage 
Amendment Through President Kelly's leadership, 
all members of the Council were given the opportu
nity to actively participate in discussions of these 
important issues. 

My support of Councilor Kelly has resulted in 
my being appointed to many standing committees 
within the council to which I had not been previ
ously assigned. Key among these are my appointments 
to both the Housing Committee and the Neighborhood 
Housing Trust, an organization established to manage 
linkage funds for the creation of affordable housing. 

It is my hope to use these appointments as a vehicle 
to meet the challenges of the housing crisis that faces 
our senior citizens and working families in the Allston
Brighton area. 
Brian J. Honan, Boston City Councilor, Allston
Brighton 

Senior center gives thanks 
The board of directors and members of the Veronica B. 
Smith Multi-Service Senior Center would like to 
extend their gratitude to the following local businesses 
and organizations who have contributed to the senior 
center's "Annual Appeal" to date: 

New Balance Athletic Shoe, lnc., Brighto.n Elks 
#2199, Allston Board of Trade, Boston Carpenters 
Apprenticeship & Training Fund, Boston University, 
Brighton Marine Health Center, Harry's Foreign & 
American Auto Service, Houghton Chemical 
Corporation, Legal Sea Foods, Stadium Auto Body, 
Sullivan Funeral Home, The Lombardi Cos. Ltd., 
WGBH Educational Foundation. 

and organizations that support the Senior Center. 
Board of Directors and members, Veronica B. Smith 
Multi-Service Senior Center 

A good time to give blood 
January 1999 has been proclaimed National Volunteer 
Blood Donor Month by President Clinton, as well as 
by state and local officials throughout the country. This 
is a time when we salute those generous individuals 
who help maintain a safe and adequate blood supply 
for patients, and encourage those who have given 
blood in the past to continue to donate regularly and 
often. 

~-~columnssllddbe~ 
and signed; adaylime }imrup 

is RqUimd fix'_..,.. Ckcall • 
--- iadrJ'adl-in line •433a». By mil: 

The TAB Coi111Ulity Aewsp+eu. I.cam 
to 1he Ediklr. P.O. Box 9112, Necclwn, MA O'l492. By 
fax: (617) 43~ By &mail: ppanepemo@mc.mn 

Ironically, some of the warmest people are honored 
for sharing their good health during one of the coldest 
months of the year. Yet the fact that volunteer blood 
donors are paid tribute in January reminds us that blood 
is a medicine needed by people every day of the year. 

Blood is used for a variety of life-threatening condi
tions, including surgery, chemotherapy and trauma, and 
the only source is a healthy, caring donor. When one 
considers that less than 5 percent of eligible donors 
actually give blood, it is extremely important to 
recourse these wonderful individuals who save lives 
every day. 

Please consider becoming a part of the solution and 
joining the ranks of "Silent Heroes" who rescue people 
one patient at a time. 

To find out about a blood drive near you, call 1-800-
GIVE-LIFE. 
E. Mary O'Neill, M.D., Medical Director, American 
Red Cross Blood Services, New England Region 

Also, Allston-Brighton YMCA, 
Alpine Bearing Company, Boston 
College, Brighton Emblem Club 
No. 398, Durfee Motor Sales, Inc., 
Green Briar Restaurant & Pub, J & 
K Auto Body, Joey's Bar, Allston
Brighton Community Develop 
Corporation, Bishoff Solomon 
Communications, Brighton 
Insurance Agency, Commercial 
Cleaning Service, Corrib Pub & 
Restaurant, DoubleTree Guest 
Suites, Sunset Grill and Tap, Super 
Stop & Shop, The Vo Vo Shop, VH 
Framing, Etc., Herrell's Renaissance 
Cafe, Jonathan Sheldon, P.C. 

A special feature of The Allston-Brighton TAB is a call-in telephone lira 
The line is designed to cormect the newspaper with its readers, with an 
easy ~ to pass along news tips, contribute to the editorial pages and let 

Please patronize those businesses 

us know what you think of our performance. A call to (781) 433-8329 wil give 
access to our voice mail system. callers are invited to leaVe a brief message. 
Messages can be anonymous, and callers who do not want their 
comments published are asked to make that clear. ~ /~ 
Callers who leave messages for publication are ~ ~' 
asked to leave a name and \14' 

6 

~ W 
phone number In case we u ~~" _6 
have a question about the ~ ~: • ~ • .-fjr 
comment. All ~ems that are w •• ,, 
published in the next week's W 
edition will be edited for length and clar-
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C OMMENTARY 

truth 
in one's brother 
By Sal J. Giarratani 
TAB Columnist 

I can remember a few years back when I kept 
passing by one of those inspirational bill
boards highlighting famous quotes from 

famous people. It took two to three morning 
commutes for the entire message to sink in. 

The message read: "I sought my soul, but my 
soul I could not see. I sought my God, but He 
alluded me. I sought my brother, and I found all 
three." 

The quote was from Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr., whose birthday we celebrate nationwide 
every January. 

Many, unfortunately, have little use for Rev. 
King, and that is a shame, just as many still 
don't understand Malcolm X, who is about to 
be honored with a postage stamp. We get so 
caught up in personalities, we forget what they 
said or why they said it, or what they did or did
n't do. 

I recently saw a movie showing the devil at 
the bedside of a young guy in his 20s. The guy 
is dying and knows it. He's suffering and wants 
the pain to stop. The devil shows up like a doc
tor at his bedside, telling him God doesn't want 
him because of the life the young man had lived. 

The devil invites him to go to hell with him, 
and the young man says he had never been real
ly bad or harmed anyone. The devil says, "A tire 
iron could say the same thing." 

As the patient slips further into his final sleep, 
the devil tells him that God judges us not by 
what we've done but by those things we never 
did. The young man understands that finally, and 
asks God for forgiveness. He tells the devil to 
stop, and then he goes home to Gc1d. 

Hey, this movie won't win any big awards, 
but that message mirrored that King quote. And 
that ~e. in a strange way, reflected well on 
Malcolm X. In the end, all we have is ourselves, 
our neighbors and our God. Most of the laws we 
have protecting us are simply laws that teJJ us to 
lreal ochers they way we wish to be treated. 

Al an early age, growing up in Roxbury back 
in the 'SOs and '60s, I think I understood that 
King's message was not directed solely at, or 
only for, African-Americans, but for all of us. I 

will always remember a few moments in time at 
the comer of Harrison Avenue and Eustis Street, 
when I lived in the projects at Orchard Parle 
Those few seconds now seem endless. 

King came to Boston in 1965 for a march and 
rally. As he strolled down Harrison Avenue, he 
passed me. As I stood watching him, I waved in 
his direction. He spotted me, smiled and waved 
back - a few moments in time, but something I 
still reflect upon today. 

I remember another billboard over in 
Mattapan near Blue Hill Avenue. It was for Nike 
and featured Alonzo Mourning, who became 
real famous for shooting basketballs for the 
Hoyas 00..n "3.t Georgetown. The billboard mes
sage said, "Aura of Success." I guessed it meant 
Alonzo, or was it the sneakers? 

However, the "aura of success" for many 
inner-city kids is staying alive until you're 17 
years old or more. How many mothers bury 
their kids as victims of needless violence? How 
many jackets or Hoyas jerseys or N'tkes end up 
the spoils of violence? How many kids die in 
power battles stealing from each other? 
Throwing basketballs is great, but there's more 
to life than hoop dreams. 

What's more important - a jock who can 
shoot straight into a little basket, or a minister 
like Dr. King who stood up to the injustices sur
rounding society? Has King been dead so long 
for us to remember why he lived? 

The one certain thing about Dr. King is that 
message on that billboard about finding God and 
our souls in our relationships with those around 
us. If King were alive today, I'm sure he would 
still be telling us to love and respect each other. 
He would not see black faces and white faces. 
He would see the faces of human beings strug
gling with their imperfections to survive. 

The message of Dr. King will be expressed at 
countless gatherings in his honor, but the only 
message that really counts is the understanding 
that he lived and he died in order for all of us to 
see each other more clearly, helping each other 
grow. Q 

Sal J. Giarratani,former talk-show host on 
the now-defunct Radio Free Allston, lives in 
North Quincy. 

An epidemic of 
viciousn~ hi1s home 
By Jack Williams 
TAB Columnist 

In this age of mass media, the question of 
character has been bantered about with 
growing frequency. On Capitol Hill, 

we've heard Republican congressmen 
express in those twangy, "ya' all" tones how 
William Jefferson Clinton should be 
removed from office because of his lies 
under oath, which they say exemplify a real 
lack of moral fibre. Especially since those 
lies concerned sex. 

Sexual purity seems to be a litmus test for 
public officials. Speaker-Elect Robert 
Livingston failed the test and resigned. Mr. 
Judiciary Committee Henry Hyde admitted a 
four-year affair with a married woman, but 
chalked it up to a "youthful indiscretion," 
even though he was then in his forties. Two 
other members of Congress, Helen 
Chenoweth and Dan Burton, stepped for
ward this fall and confessed their sexual sins. 

All this furor over fidelity even is spread
ing to dead presidents. Thomas Jefferson for 
the lengthy affair with his slave Sally 
Hemming. George Washington's private life 
is under close examination. Volwnes have 
been ~n about John F. Kennedy's extra
marital activities. Add to the list Lyndon 
Johnson, Dwight Eisenhower and Franklin 
Roosevelt 

Is it a throwback to old time Puritanism, 
or, is it a troubled sign that we are concen
trating on a person's flaws and ignoring 
overriding qualities? No one is perfect And 
there is no correlation between sexual purity 
and one's abilities. A person who swears 
conjugal faithfulness, never smokes, nor 
drinks, may be a complete idiot when it 
comes to life-or-death decisions, historical 
prospective, compassion for those less fortu
nate, or governing a country. 

With all of the badgering of candidates for 
personal information and confessions, I fear 
we may be keeping some people out of poli
tics, who, in fact, may be the most capable 
among us. 

And it's gone beyond politic.5. Critic.5 

seem to be in a feeding frenzy to lash out at 
anyone in the public eye. It's not just about 
sex, but about viciousnesf. Getting the dirt, 
even if it's half truths, and putting it in print 

I was stunned by the recent vicious attack 
on Boston Symphony Orchestra Music 
Director Seizi Ozawa by critic Greg Sandow 
of the Wall Street Journal. Sandow excoriat
ed Ozawa as a musician and an institutional 
leader, saying he has weakened the BSO to 
the point that it has one of the worst reputa
tions of any American orchestra. Really? The 
last time I checked, the Boston Symphony 
was one of the most popular in the world. 
This scorching review on Ozawa's 25th 
anniversary with the BSO seems especially 
mean-spirited. 

Even beloved entertainers are being 
besmirched. Comedian Bob Hope, who just 
nrrned 95 years old, was considered fair 
game by John Lahr, the senior drama critic 
for The New Yorker. Lahr wrote a lengthy 
article for that magazine exposing the less
than-humorous side of Hope. Hope's philan
dering, cheapness, dishonesty and ego-<:en
tered selfishness was printed for all to see. 

Am I missing something? I thought most 
people liked Bob Hope because he made us 
laugh, not because he is a candidate for 
sainthood. If you watch any of the famous 
"road pictures" from the forties, or watch 
video of his television performances, you 
realiz.e he played up the fact that he was a 
coward, a shirlcer and a con man. I'm glad 
my mother wasn't married to him, but, he 
made us laugh. From Lahr's article: '1n 
Tunisia, one disaffected member of the audi
ence shouted, 'draft dodger! Why aren't you 
in unifonn?' Hope shot back, 'don't you 
know there's a war on? A guy could get 
hurt!"' Q 

A lot of people are going to get hurt unless 
we in the public say we've had enough. You 
can be a critic without being vicious. And let 
the self-righteous beware, we want people's 
private lives to remain private. 

Jack Williams is a broadcast journalist 
with WBZ. T-v, Channel 4. 

T he folks at Miller Brewing 
Company have done it again. 

Once more they are using 
old people to sell beer. The compa
ny's latest television commercial 
shows two oldsters in the service of 

GROWING 
OLDER 

she rejected negative views alleg
ing exploitation of elders. Her only 
complaint was that at the end of 
two days of filming her chin was 
rubbed sore by Hal's beard. 

The latest ad, titled "the Old 
Man," shows a picnic with people 
milling around outdoors. The cam
era first focuses on an old man 
who is casting amorous glances 
toward a woman sitting on the 
other side of the open space. She is 
shown animatedly talking to beer
drinking young women, presum
ably her daughters, sitting on either 
side of her. 

In an effort to evaluate the ad, I 
recalled background given me ear
lier by my favorite advertising 
guru, John CarrolJ of WGBH. 
Speaking about "Young At Heart" 
he had told me, "A lot of cam
paigns are like this ... outhip the · 
other guy. They' re strictly image 
ads - hip, cynical attitude ... they 
want to make it edgy." 

Another friend, Mike Shinagel, 
takes a straight-out benign position. 
"Equal strokes for old folks" he 
tells me approvingly. 

For a more nuanced view, I 
talked to an old friend, Joe Perkins, 
president of the American 
Association of Retired Persons. Joe 
favors analysis of the ad under two 
competing headings. First, he says 
that it would never have been put 
on the air unless the elder advocacy 
movement (led by Maggie Kuhn of 
the Gray Panthers and others) had 
changed the public image of older 
people. "Neither would have 
appeared a few years ago," accord
ing to Joe. 'The woman had feel
ings; she was hopeful." 

have too often been portrayed as 
needing dentures or laxatives. Our 
image has been usually associated 
with some form of decrepitude. 

However, I also feel the need to 
take older people seriously. The 
trouble with this latest beer ad is 
that it makes old people cute. The 
ad makers use advanced age to play 
with viewers, to entertain them with 
images of older people doing things 
associated with youth, and ultimate
ly to titillate television watchers 
with visions of geriatric sex. 

Miller Lite. If you have low tastes 
and watch professional sports, you 
may catch it on the tube as I did 
last week. 

Two years ago I wrote a column 
about a previous ad which showed 
an elderly couple on a couch late at 
night making out. Called "Young at 
Heart," that commercial was made 
for Miller by a creative team from 
Sweden and featured' actors Hal 
Goodman and Marge Lintz. I tele
phoned Marge Lintz in California 
and asked what she thought of the 
ad. 

"I don't understand how anyone 
could be critical of it," she said, as 

Then we see the old man 
approaching, leaning on a cane as 
he walks toward the woman. The 
older woman's face lights up with 
anticipation as he draws near. 

When he gets close, he stops and 
accepts a bottle of Miller Lite, which 
a young fellow has removed from a 
cooler and thrust into his hand. 
Having received the beer, he turns 
around and walks back into the dis
tance. The camera returns to the 
older woman; her face registers a 
mixture of disappointment and pre
tended indifference. The guy obvi
ously had preferred the beer to her. 

He suggested that the older peo
ple were being used to grab the 
attention of young viewers who 
have grown up so saturated by tele
vision ads that, if you are to get 
them to notice anything, you have 
to shock them. And what's more 
shocking than old men and women 
feeling sexual passion? 

The actress in 'The Old Man" is 
74-year-old Clara Harvey with 
whom I talked at length. She turns 
out to be a remarkable woman, 
someone who emigrated from the 
Yucatan 50 years ago and who now 
lives in Los Angeles. She started 
acting only two years ago and 
loves it. Of this particular ad, she 
says, "I thought it was wonderful" 
and she quotes approvingly her 
daughter's judgment - "hilari
ous." 

"If they intended the ads to be 
pejorative," Joe adds, ''then they're 
bad ads." He was laboring under 
the disadvantage of not having 
seen either ad. Presiding over the 
33-million-member AARP clearly 
does not leave much time for 1V. 

My own feelings reflect the ten
sion between the two approaches. 
On the one hand, I welcome seeing 
older people in advertising. Thus 
far, we have been underrepresented 
in that medium. When shown, we 

Sex at any age has its ludicrous 
aspects; when shown in elders it is 
easy to make it look ridiculous. 
The suggestion that an old man 
who needs a cane to walk could be 
sexually attractiye to a woman his 
own age is calculated to stir up in 
viewers complicated emotions. 

With no little anticipation, I shall 
await the judgment of this col
umn's readers. Q 

Richard Griffin shares his 
unique perspectives with readers 
in his weekly "Growing Older" 
column. To offer column ideas or 
comment on previous columns, e
mail at rbgri.ffl80@aol.com, or 
call (781) 433-8328. ,. 
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PEOPLE of the YEAR Where, oh where, to wed? 
Aw, ~· R D S By Kathleen Veth create an incredibly personal and TheButterflyPlaceisa3,100-R CNC Correspondent spiritual ceremony." She can also square-foot glass atrium with 12-

A ccording to wedding plan- help couples obtain a special one- foot sidewalls tapering over laminat-•••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••• 

1998 Recipient of the Needham 
Person of the Year Award, 
Louise Condon. 

0 n Febnwy 9 & II, the 

!e::1zeTAl~d;ill ~tl JlQ,.: 
vldu111 ta tlle TAB ~O; 
drcnl1tlon 1m for ~ 
tfttr a.lst11dlng 
contrlbulions to ""/ @ ~ 

.... - ~(\ tile comm11111ty In ._, \) 
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1pecill Issue has _.. (9'~ ~ 
become OH Of the t) t> ~ 
yur's most popu- ~ ~~ 
llr u It celebrates ',? ~~ \ \) .\ 
Ille unsung heroes ~ tp 
living and working \. 
among us. It's our way of 
rtt0plzlng people who 
strengthen the f1brlc 
of your community. 
This is llso an opportunity for readers to 1nigh in on 
who they think desenes recognition. Send us your nomination of who has made a 
dlfl'erence In your town -that individual who strives to make your community a 
better place to Uve. 

Nominations must be received by 
Spm on Friday, January 29th. 

Winners will be chosen by a specially-appointed 
editorial panel at the TAB. 

•£9.¥MU~ITY , 
A : :.Jj~~~~ ER ~ 

.... -...- www.townline.com 

--------------------------------------- ----
Just fill in this form and mail it along with 8-10 sentences 

describing the contributions of your nominee to: 
TAB People of the Year Awards 

TAB Community Newspapers I PO Box 9112 I Needham, MA 02402-9112 
Or you can e-mail your submission to: kwagers@cnc.com 

I nominate (name) ________ of (town) ____ _ 

ner Melissa Reddington day license for a friend to be a ed beams to a height of more than 
of Cambridge, these days, Justice of the Peace for the day. 27 feet at the peak. Within the atri-

more and more couples are breaking For more information, contact um is a living butterfly environment 
tradition by selecting unusual sites Melissa Reddington, owner/event planted primarily with colorful 
for their wedding ceremonies. director, All The Marbles, 19 flowering plants and shrubs to pro-

Reddington' s event-planning finn, Garden St., Suite 55, Cambridge, vide nectar for the butterflies. 
All The Marbles, prides itself on 02138. Phone (617) 492-4841 or At any..fiven time, the atrium 
creating celebrations that reflect the check out www.all-the-marbles.com contains up to 500 butterflies repre-
bride and groom. on the Web. senting as many as 40 different 

"Most of our clients are busy pro- Here are some other unique wed- species - most from North 
fessional people between the ages of ding locations: America. 
25-48, who know what they're According to Educational 
looking for - and it's not a cookie- Old Town Trolley Tours Director Sylvia Ross, The Butterfly 
cutter ceremony. They want to start 329 West Second St., South Place provides an intimate setting 
new traditions," she explained. Boston, 02127 perfect for a wedding with about 50 

"We specialize in creating elegant, Brides who believe the clang, clang, guests. 
hand-crafted events, particularly clang of an old-fashioned trolley car She s116uld know - Ross was 
weddings that reflect the bride and is a perfect replacement for wedding married' at The Butterfly Place some 
groom," said Reddington. bells might consider a ceremony years ago. 

For some people, only a high-glitz aboard an Old Town Trolley. Weddings at The Butterfly Place 
New Year's Eve-style wedding will According to Leslie MacDonald, are scheduled in the early morning 
do. For others, it means a private, · charter representative for Old Town (between 9 and 10 am.) or late 
low-key jazz brunch. Trolley Tours in Boston, each trolley afternoon (5 p.m. or later) before 

Reddington recently coordinated can accommodate up to 41 passen- and after the atrium is open to the 
just such a wedding at Upstairs At gers. public. 
The Pudding - an upscale MacDonald has coordinated Because the atrium itself is quite 
Cambridge eatery located above transportation for dozens of wed- warm, most brides opt for a simple 
Harvard's Hasty Pudding Theater dings. "Summer is our busy season, ceremony. Ross said many encore 
and featuring an outdoor herb ter- so book early," she advised. brides choose the spot for a farnily-
race garden. The bride wore a sim- Most brides use the unique fonn only ceremony. 
ple, short-sleeved su~r cotton of transP<>rtation to move their wed- The Butterfly Place offers a 
tea-length, white-on-white window- ding party from a hotel to a church unique opportunity to photograph or 
pane dress decorated with tiny silk and then on to the reception, but videotape butterflies in a natural 
roses. The groom wore a grey wool MacDonald is eager to host an actu- environment. 
chalk-stripe suit and silk tie. Best al ceremony. "We add an extra half-hour to the 
Man and Maid of Honor were For larger wedding parties or start time, so guests can enjoy the 
replaced with two Best People - brides who want to transport guests butterflies for a while and then pay 
another new trend, said Reddington. from hotel to church to reception, attention to the actual ceremony. I 

Many brides and grooms opt for multiple cars are available or one learned that at my own wedding," 
museum wedding. Reddington's decorated trolley can be used shut- said Ross, the daughter of owner 
favorite is the Fogg Musem of Art tie-style. George Leslie. 
in Cambridge which features a Old Town Trolley Tours have Wedding ceremonies at The 
Venetian palace-style, three-story delivered wedding parties to Butterfly Place range from fonnal to 
interior courtyard. . Connecticut, Vennont, New casual. A stereo and speakers are 

Other couples choose ceremonies Hampshire and throughout available for custom cassettes or one 
at historic homes. For example, Massachusetts. Each trolley is of several tapes Ross has collected 
Hamilton Hall, a more than 200- enclosed and heated for winter trips over the years. Most brides wear a 
year-old mansion in Salem, Mass., or during rainstonns. Trolleys are traditional wedding gown. Ross cau-
features a ballroom large enough to open-air style in summer. Within tioned that m\llch, moisture and a 
seat 150 for dinner and dancing. Boston city limits, a unifonned con- winding brick walkway can wreak 

But forsaking the traditional ductor narrates along the way. havoc on long trains. 
house of worship ceremony does Brides can insert their own weddiifg Some brides assign a hostess or 
not mean religion is completely for- cassette in the onboard tape deck or hire (l wedding planner, but most 
gotten. Some couples arrange for choose one of the several rely on Ross to keep things running 
their own clergy. Reddington works MacDonald keeps on hand for spe- smoothly. 

Nominee's occupation Phone • with Justices of the Peace "who can cial occasions. The bride and her attendants 
~~~~~~~ ~~~~~-

Address (business or home) Just prior to boarding, a mainte- arrive early and wait in the gift shop 
.:£/:. 9//1 nance staff gives each trolley a top- before the ceremony. Groomsmen 

Reason for nomination: 

(Please complete additional comments on separate sheet of paper) 

Don 't forget! 

Your Name 

Address~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Don't fret. .. If yo ' 
seeking a big~rahlnR:m~~ 

Community Clas~~·~l$'.IJ:Y~VIO•-' 
Classifieds caww•u. '!»1w-1:JM:r1 

ess e-no strings audience 
attache , we're playing 

your song. CoilQllUl~l,elasslfleds-lt's a hit 

with reade advertisers alike! 

1·800·624·7355 

earn r'f'J~' -"9 to-bottom cleaning. Wedding deco- usher guests through the large 
9. &feOQ I ' rations are welcome. Work can be Observation Room, where they can v• 'tuUe done by the bridal party or profes- enjoy display cases containing but-

with CZIJ-. sionals. Old Town .Trolley has a list terflies at various states of develop-
of preferred vendors from which to ment and on into the atrium. 

YU,. 'it:'tU' 'r choose. Decorations, explained Ross, are 
For more infonnation contact provided by nature. In fact, The 

Leslie MacDonald, Charter Butterfly Place discourages live 

<JPet:ld~ 
~u.1 

Dance Sport 
Academy of N.E. 

384 Harvard St., 
Brookline, MA 

(617) 566-7850 
www.dancesport·neweogland.com 

Representative, Old Town Trolley bridal bouquets that may contain 
Tours, (617) 269-7150. insecticides harmfuho the winged 

The Butterfly Place 
120 'fyn~boro Road, Westford, 
01886 
A wedoing at The Butterfly Place in 
Westford can give brides and 
grooms that fluttery feeling - for 
real. 

creatures. 
Brides and Grooms can book The 

Butterfly Place from April 1 through 
October, depending on the weather. 
Ross said atrium flowers are at their 
peak from mid-May through 
September. Some couples prefer the 
early spring when butterflies stand 
out clearly among the tight blos
soms. Butterflies are most active on 
bright, sunny days. 

Fees are subject to adjustment, 
but estimate $150 to $250 (fee due 
upon reservation) to rent The 
Butterfly House for about an hour or 
so. 

The Butterfly Place is handi
capped accessible. Formal recep
tions are not possible. For more 
infonnation, contact Sylvia Ross at 
(978) 392-0955. 0 
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CHILD 1999 St. Mary's School 

Don't know much history? 
67 Harvard Street, Brookline 

Celebrating our 1 OOth year of excellence 
in Catholic education 

By Karen Tichnor 
TAB Correspondent 

R emember social studies? 
The subject may conjure 
memories of memorizing 

dares, learning tedious parliamentary 
procedure or reading endJ~ pages 
about the Civil War and the Teapot 
Dome scandal. For parents with chil
dren studying social studies, a more 
pertinent question ari~: are kids 
being prepared in social studies class 
to become knowledgeable and active 
citizem of tomorrow? 

In JlUlC 19'17, the Massachusetts 
Board of Education adopted the 
ffistory and Social Science 
Curriculum Framework and is cur
rently implementing it in classrooms 
throughout the state. This compre
hemivc document, published by the 
M1wachusetts Department of 
Education, is guided by six principles 
pamtts should know and understand: 

• ffistory and social science should 
be studied by every student every 
year. 

• PreK-12 instruction in history 
and social science is made coherent 
by teachers from all grade levels 
womng together to achieve a proper
ly sequenced course of study. Such a 
sequence prevents major gaps and 
~repetitions. 

• An effective history and social 
science curriculum emphasiz.es learn
ing through the study of United 
Stares and world history, geography, 
economics and civics and govern
ment. 

• An effective history and social 
science cuniculum recognizes each 
person m; an individual, encourages 
1apcc1S for the human and civil 
rights <X Ill people and also empha
siz.es students' shared heritage as citi
zem, residents and future citizens of 
the United States. 

•An effective cuniculum in histo
ry and social science draws on and 
integrates several disciplines and 
fields of study. 

• The historical narrative of history 
and social science can be infonned 
and enlivened by considering current 
events and issues that students per
ceive as significant in their own lives 
and to the life of their society. 
Current events should be chosen for 
their significant relation to important 
historical themes or turning points 
already under study. A~ignments for 
papers or oral presentation should 
enhance student understanding of the 
~bilities and the limits of compar
ing past to present and present to 
past. 

Teaching civics and government is 
one of the major components of the 
History and Social Science 
Curriculum Framework. It stresses 
topics like authority, power and 
respon.~bility, founding documents, 

· ·pies and practices of the 
J\merican government and citizen
ship. 

What would civics be 
without Monica? 

According to Deborah 
Wmngton, director of social stud
ies for Boston Public Schools, civics 
and government will be taught at 
every grade level. 

"There are four strands of social 
·es teachers are expected to 
h: history, geography, ecbnomics 
civics and government," says 

a~ington. "Whether you are 
hing world history or U.S. histo

• civics is always incorporated 
ithin a particular course at each 

grade level." 
The methods for teaching civics 

will depend on each individual 
teacher: '1t is up to the teacher to 
make it exciting," noted Washington. 

Betsy Grady, lead teacher in histo
ry and social sciences at Cambridge 
Rindge and Latin High School, 
recalls how teaching civics fell prey 
to the de-tracking movement of the 
'70s and '80s when students of 
mixed abilities were tossed together 
incl~. 

"Civics was not seen as impor
tant," Grady pointed out. Like 
Boston, civics is now being taught at 
each grade level. 

Today, teaching American history 
and civics couldn't be more exciting, 
dramatic and perplexing as each day 
a new chapter unfolds on the p r 

impeachment proceedings against 
President Bill Clinton. 

"It is what sustains my passion," 
says history teacher Larry Aaronson 
from the Pilot School of Cambridge 
Rindge and Latin. 

the discretion of each school system 
and individual teacher. 

To compound matters, future 
MCAS testing will include social 
studies in grades 4, 8, and 10. This 
~ a potential dilemma for teach
ers and students. For example, some 
schools may choose to teach a sub
ject matter such as "Americans 
involved with conflicts over civil 
rights" or Abraham Lincoln or Susan 
Anthony in fifth grade because the 
subject matter would tie in better 
with a language art component 
already in ploce. The problem is, the 
MCAS may pose questions to fourth
graders on this subject From a veter
an educator's perspective, Aaronson 
fears the more teachers are forced to 
prepare students for tests, the I~ 
prepared kids will be. 0 

OPEN HOUSE 
Wednesday, Jan. 27, 10am-1pm 

• Full and Half-Day Pre-School Classes 
• Full-Day Kindergarten 

• Grades One through Eight 
617-566-7184 

Radio Disney Family Day 
\\'O\IE, 'S B.\SKETB.\l ,I, 

Sunday, January 24th 
Aaronson, who has been teaching 

for more than 30 years, affinns you 
must know how to engage kids emo
tionally and civics is an important 
place to engage: "Make things real. 
Connect it to their life and their 
future," he advi~. 

.... 
II\ j\ 

-·•·.~~ For example, parents can make 
history come alive and meaningful to 
younger children when they share 
their own family stories of where 
their ancestors came from and how 
they came to the United States. 
Reading aloud age-appropriate his
torical fiction is another way parents 
can introduce younger children to the 
American story. 

Aaronson relates the study of the 
First, Fourth and 14th Amendments 
to student life. Issues like students' 
rights to expression, dress codes, 
school prayer, locker inspections and 
metal detectors can all be linked to 
the Bill of Rights. 

He prepares students to become 
active citizens by teaching them how 
to listen, detect bias, determine points 
of view and distinguish fact from fic
tion. 

The framework provides social 
studies teachers with "core knowl
edge": topics that schools are 
required to offer to all students: early 
America, settlements, colonies, the 
American Revolution, expansion, 
reform, economic growth, the Civil 
War, Reconstruction, modem and 
contemporary United States. 
However, the depth of study is left to 

-= Boston University Hartford 

•Canmal fu n from 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the SheJ (I ll a1T: :\ gg.1111s \\'.i: I 
•Bash.etball game begins at I :00 p.m. at Case :\thkt1 l' ( L'ntcr 

On Saturday, January 24th, "We're all Ears," as the BU Women's 
Basketball team welcomes Radio Disney 1260AM to BU for the 

first ever Radio Disney Family Day! 

This very special Disney event will include: 
•A FREE pregame Radio Disney Carnival hosted by Radio Disney 
personality "Boy Wonder" The carnival will feature great Disney 
prizes, games, contests, and rides! 

•Complimentary tickets to the Women's Basketball game versus 
Hartford immediately following the carnival. 

RSVP is preferred, but not necessary. For infonnation and directions, 
,. please call Ron at 6 17/353-2874 or e-mail at ronadv@bu.edu. Don't miss 

the best ERBE family event of the year. The Case Athletic Center is 
located at 285 Babcock St., Boston, MA. This will be a fun filled event 
for all ages, so come out and join the Terriers! 

Summer Programs at Park School 
• Creative Arts at Par1<, ages 8-15 

• Adventures in Science, coed ages 9-12 

• Park Enrichment Program (PEP), coed ages 5-8 

• Community Service Program, coed ages 11 -15 

• Wilderness Exploration, coed ages 11-15 

• SummerSoccer Camp, coed ages 5-17 

• Basketball Camp, boys' and girls' weeks, ages 8-15 

• Lacrosse Camp, coed ages 8-17 

Transportation, Lunch, and Extended Day are optional for all programs. new interests 

• • • 

Contact: Dana Brown 
Director of External Programs 
The Park School 

And here's what you'll be giving youndf: 

171 Goddard Ave. 
Brookline, MA 02445 
(617) 277-2456 ext. 302 

PLEASE CALL FOR A TOUR Of THE SCHOOL'S FACILm.ES 

Perl< is a coeducations/ school and does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
religion, national origin, disabilities, or family composition in its admissions, 

financial aid, or In the administration of Its educational policies . 

• Peace of mind, knowing another caring adult 
is interacting with your daughter 

• Some needed time for yourself 

For more information call Jewish Big Siflers at 617-965-7055, 
mail t •bbbs@ • t :~ . 

' 'v1.i' II /:le Jc;mg ..,vmr-thrng ..if"r"i.. t;) / f vr 'v.Jr J;).:yf1t.Ar 
AnJ /v~ \1.1.Jr~~ / 
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OptimumTV offers real choice in commercial-free 
movies. Because Boston and Brookline's biggest cable 
lineup features channels like HBO, Starz!, Encore, 
Showtime, Cinemax, BET Movies, 15 channels of 
Pay Per View and more. 108 channels in all. 

A 

Don't have OptimumTV? 

Call 787.8888 
or visit our web site at 

ma.cable vision.com 

Dptimliiiifii® 
NEW GENERATION OF CABLE 

Programming subject to change. Restrictions apply 

www.townonline.com/allstonbrighton 

SCHOOL 
BRIEFS 

Officer: school programs 
curb gang activity 
Gang violence and drug abuse pro
grams presented by District 14 
Community Youth Officer Chris 
Rogers in Allston-Brighton's ele
mentary schools for the past six 
years are showing signs of success, 
according to police. 

While it is difficult to measure 
success, j,Pgers Said Allston
Brighton 's "gang population is 
down, and kids are making better 
decisions now." 

Rogers attributes the success, in 
part, to the police department's 
efforts to work with public school 
children at an early age to teach 
them about the dangers of gangs and 
drug use. He points to this year's 
crop of jieventh-grade students who 
were initially enrolled in his pro
grams in the third grade. 

''The seventh-graders are familiar 
with the program and with me, and it 
just makes for a more positive 
result," he said. 

Rogers presents GREAT (Gang 
Resistance Education And Training) 
to third- and seventh-graders, and 
DARE (Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education) to fifth-graders. Both 
programs, which are federally fund
ed, focus on issues such as gangs, 
drugs, violence and self-esteem. 

GREAT's eight-week program for 
seventh-graders includes discussions 
about the differences between gangs 
and clubs, and why a youth chooses 
membership in one gang as opposed 
to another; cultural sensitivity; 
crimes, victims and rights; conflict 
resolution; and drugs. 

Although Rogers said he believes 
gang activity in Allston-Brighton is 
decreasing, he said gangs must 
always be a concern for police and 
school officials. In the past, he said, 
the community ignored its teenagers. 
and the number of gangs and related 
activities grew. 

"If kids have nothing constructive 
to do after S<thool, they are going to 
do something else, and that might be 
gang-related, which could result in 

·. criminal activity," said Rogers. 
The four-week GREAT program 

for third-graders covers gangs vs. 
clubs; family; setting goals, such as 
what you want to be when you grow 
up; and self-esteem. 

The 16-week DARE program pre
sents information to fifth-graders 
about drugs, including marijuana, 
cocaine, nicptine and alcohol, and 
how those drugs affect the body; the 
medical and legal consequences of 
using drugs; how to deal with peer 
pressure, and how to "say no" and 
be confident and assertive without 
being violent 

Budget hearing planned 
The Boston School Committee 

will hold a public hearing on the fis
cal 2000 ~hool budget at the 
Jackson Mann School from 5-6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 24. It is one of 
four public hearings scheduled in 
different Boston neighborhoods to 
update residents and gather feedback 
about the budget. 

Superintendent Thomas Payzant 
must submit a budget proposal to the 
school committee later this month. 
The budget is then debated by com
munity members before the school 
committee submits its final proposed 
budget to Mayor Thomas Menino by 
the end of March. 

For more information, call 635-
9014. 

- Judy Wassennan 

I' 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Bringing real life into the classroom· 
Garfield reworks 
curriculum to better 
engage students, 
improve test scores 
By Judy Wassennan 
TAB Correspondent 

I n light of the city's poor show
ing on the first statewide 
MCAS test, the Garfield 

School in Brighton is making 
major curricular changes to help 
improve student interest and, in 
tum, improve results. 

The school recently hired a math 
expert to guide its implementation 
of the revised math curricuJum,and 
its teachers recently completed a 
comprehensive literacy training 
course, according to Principal 
Victoria Megias Batista. Both steps 
are designed to help improve the 
school's curriculum and increase 
student test scores. 

The literacy course included 
strategies to teach students to be 
successful readers. The teachers are 
now working to bring those strate
gies into the classrooms, said 
Batista. 

Garfield teachers have also 
learned that "they cannot just deliv
er instruction," said the principal. 
"'They must be more like coaches," 
encouraging students to actively 
use the knowledge they have 
acquired, to think critically. 

Students must also learn to 
"IDadl knowledge. to manipulate 
it," Ind to feel comfortable with it. 
In today's classroom, students 
don't just memorize facts; they 
wwk wilh them, Batista said. 

For example, in one vocabulary 
lesson, each student drew a picture 
depicting a word and shared the 
picture with classmates. The result
ing discussion was more enjoyable 
than just memorizing the words. 
Teachers believe the students wiJI 
remember the words because the 
lesson was interactive. 

F.qually important, said Batista, 
is teaching by using stories that are 
familiar to students. For example, 
instead of just telling students 
where commas belong in a 
random text, teachers use a story 
they have all read, and discuss 
with them where the commas 
belong, using the context of the 
story as a guide. 

"Using familiar things makes 
learning easier and helps remove 
the sense of isolation some students 
may feel," said Batista. 

It takes a lot of time and hard 
work to implement the new strate
gies, said the principal, but the end 
result is invaluable, given the 
importance of teaching how to use 
knowledge. 

"We can'tjust deliver it," Batista 
said. "We must teach how to apply 
it." 

While literacy has been a prime 
focus at Garfield for three years, 
the school is now turning more of 
its attention to the math curricu
lum. Batista and Garfield's math 
facilitator, Bettie Fcruzi, evaluated 
students' mathematical skills, and 
realized that more emphasis must 
be placed on logical reasoning and 
mathematical linguistics. 

Garfield has hired Mahesh 
Shanna, a professor of mathemat
ics at Cambridge College, as a 
Consultant and coach to help the 

school design a long-tenn 
plan to help teachers and stu
dents. 

"It won't be a quick fix," 
said Batista. "I've learned to 
be patient, and I know we 
have to take our time." 

The majority of Garfield's 
fourth-graders scored either 
"needs improvement" or 
"failing" in all three MCAS 
subject areas: English, math 
and science. Although the 
school's new literacy and 
math strategies are not 
designed '1ust to fix [MCAS] 
test scores," Batista said they 
"will help students do better P 

on standardized tests" 
because the students will 
team how to think critically. 

The new plan is expected 
to be implemented later this 
month. The goal, said Batista, 
is to stimulate the Garfield 
community to think about 
math in a way that is easier 
to understand and more in 
tune with real life. 0 

Shani& Lewis (left~ and Derrell Black work on their literacy assignments at the G¥field School. 

• 

World-class 08/GYN care 
from the most trusted name 

in women's health 

Whatever stage of life you are in, there is an 

OB/GYN at Brigham and Women's at Newton 

Comer committed to keeping you healthy. 

Receive your routine care near your home or 

office and have access to any of the specialty 

programs at our hospital, including the most .. 
preferred birthing center in Massachusetts. 

As your body changes, you can count on the 

physicians of Brigham and Women's Hospital for 

any concerns you may have. Their care is based 

on research, years of practice and the resources 

of the most trusted name in women's health. 

For your convenience, our Newton Comer 

office also offers primary care, as well as fertility 

and rheumatology services. All our doctors are 

board~certified in obstetrics and gynecology, on 

Anne d'A<Jena5, MD. Beih Gold/xium , MD, and Jean Feic~imc, MD. 

staff at Brigham and Women's Hospital and on 

the faculty of Harvard Medical School. For more 

information or to schedule an appointment, 

call 1-800-BWH-9999, Monday through Friday, 

from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Brigham and Women's at Newton Corner 
272 Centre Street (just off exit 17 of the Mass Pike) , Newton Corner, MA 02458 

Free, on-site parking! 

~ BRIGHAM AND 
~ WOMEN'S HOSPITAL 

Visit us on the internet at www.bwh.partners.org or on AOL at keyword: Brigham and Women's Hospital. 

~ P.AR.'JNERS Partners HealthCare includes Brigham and Women's/Faulkner Hospitals. Massachusetts General Hospital, The North Shore Mediail Center. McLean Hospital, 
H 1 • , T " c •, 1 • Spauldmg Rehabilitation Hosp<tal, Dana-Farber/Partners CancerCare and the community-based doctors and hospitals of Partners Community HealthCare, Inc. ,. 

.. .. . . .. ... · ·--- -- - · . . . ... - -·- .... - -·· • • ·- . . . . .. .. ... ... 4 - .. ... .. ... . . . ..... .. . ... --- ..... .. . . . .. . .. ... ... .. . . . . .. . ... . 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 

AUDITIONS 3590. 

.... THE OHIO LIGHT OPERA holds audi· 
tions for its summer season at Boston 
University, 855 Comm. Ave., Bos. 1/29 • 
1/30. For appointment call: 330-263-
2345 or 330·263-2090. 

L E CT URES 

.... INSIGHT SEMINARS. Insight Boston. 
26 New St., Cam. 1/27, 6 p.m. Come for 
an experience of a lifetime! Let this semi
nar bring out the best in you, at The 
Holiday Inn, Dedham. Call: 661-1400. .... THE BOSTON CITY BAND has open

ings in trumpet, French horn, flute, clar
inet, bassoon and oboe. Call: 508-476-

.... CHALLENGE TO GENOCIDE. 
Community Church of Boston, 565 

HAVE YOU RECENTLY BEEN DIAGNOSED 
WITH HIGH-GRADE CERVICAL DYSPLASIA? 

If you .lnswered yes, you may be eligible to participate in a Brigham and \Nomen's 
Hospital approved investigateonal drug trial. lf found to work, tfiis drug may replace 
the need for $urgery for high-grade <..erv1cal dysplasia in the future. 
As a p.irt1c1pant in the study you will still undergo the standard treatment for 
high-grade dysplasia. Before treatment, you ~1lr re;ceive the n~w medication 3 to 
6 times on an every-three-week basis and will be rollowed with colP?SCOPY to 
monitor treatment response. This will result in 5 to 7 visits to the Brigham and 
WomE n's Hospital prior to treatment and one follow·up visit four months later. 
You will be compensated for your time at $50 per visit. 

If you are Interested In hearing more ilbout the study or to find out if you are 
eligible, please call Noreen at: 617-732-4724. 

ITfil Metropolitan Fuel Corporation 
L:-

Weil McLain 3-Section Boiler $2650. 
275 Gallon oil tank installed $795. 
Concord warm air furnace 'LUF aoA 8419so- $1895. 

1-617-924-8006 or 1-800-696-8006 

·" 

Yll Cllll 11111 ESPIESSI MlClllE WIEI Yll PUCE l fl(( PEISllll lD 
11 llTllllCTlllS. lllLE SIPPLIES UST WE'LL IE CIYIH lllY DIE 

ESPIESSI llClllE EYEIY IEEI. SI PUCE Ylll fl(( ll THAY. 

CALL 1·800·270·4139 
Must be 18 or older. 

www.townonllne.com/lntroductlons 
419 Centnl 

We'll help you get throggh 
to that someone special! 
Have you ever tried responding to an 
Introductions personal ad, only to 
find out the phone you're using is 
blocked from 900 use? With a pre
paid Block of Time you can respond 
to Introductions ads anywhere, even 
on 900 blocked phones. Call to pur
chase your Block of Time today, and 
get through to someone special! 

.,.....1 BA:d d 908 fine wHh a Cltdit cad, c8ll 

1.800.270.4139 
S'f .99 per minute. Must be 18 or older. 

Introductions,~~ 

Boylston St., Bos. 1/24, 11 a.m. Nabil 
Migalli discusses why we should "Let 
Iraq Live!". Free. Call: 266-671 O. 

CLASSES 

.... GRUB STREET WRITERS OFFER 
CLASSES in fiction, sitcom writing, play
writing and more. Call: 623-8100. 
.... CREATIVE CONCEPTS COURSES. 
The Advertising Club of Greater Boston, 
38 Newbury St.. Bos. starts 1{7: Liam 
Shannon and Denise Sullivan of Trinity 
Communications guide you through the 
exciting field of advertising. $350-$425 
for eight sessions. Call: 262-1100. 
.... NEGOTIATION SURVIVAL TRAIN· 
ING. The Negotiating Table, One 
Broadway, Suite 600, Cam. 1/21, 1/28, 
6·8:30 p.m. Learn basic negotiation 
skills. $125 for the two-part seminar. 
Call: 577-0101. 
.... THE CYBER DISTRICT ASSOCIA· 
TION. Interactive Factory, 368 Congress 
St., Bos. 1/21, 6 p.m. Learn about the 
public relations of the rapidly changing 
industry. $5 & $10. Call: 451-9902, ext. 
103. 
.... RESEARCH YOUR ROOTS. New 
England Genealogical Society, 101 
Newbury St., Bos. 1/23, 12:30·4:30 p.m. 
Nancy Rexford helps you to date your 
family photographs. $35. Call: 1-888-
286-3447. 

HEALTH 

.... RED CROSS OFFER~UAL CERTI· 
FICATION. The American red Cross, 285 
Columbus Ave., Bos. Health Care 
Training Program for nurse assistants 
and Home Health Aids. To qualify, stu
dents must schedule and pass test. 9 
a.m.·4 p.m., and 5:30 p.m.-10 p.m. Call: 
800-564-1234 ext.221 . 
.... THE PANCREAS CENTER of Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medical Center is look
ing for men and women over the age of 
18, wtth chronic pancreatitis. Call: 667· 
1041. 
.... The Beth Israel Deaconess Center 
dept. of neurology is seeking healthy vol
unteers, ages 60 to 70, to participate in 
research study, testing of skin blood flow 
on forearm. Call: 632-0646. 
.... FREE MAMMOGRAMS, for women 
over 40 with no health insurance, by the 
YWCA-Boston, Encore. Call: 351-7651 

SUPPORT GROUPS 

.... ADOPTION INFORMATION MEET· 
ING. 271 Huntington Ave., Bos. Boston 
Children's Services host an informal 
adoption meeting. 1ns, 6:30 p.m. Call: 
617-927-0643. 

BODDIE CHANGE 
LEGAL NOTICE 

COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

THE TRIAL COURT 
PROBATE AND FAMILY 
COURT DEPARTMENT 
SUFFOLK DIVISION 

DOCKET NO. 98C-0131 
NOTICE OF CHANGE OF NAME 

To all persons interested in the petition 
hereinafter described. 
A petition has been presented to said 
Court by Glenn Boddie of 2 Fedelis Way 
Boston Suffolk 02135, praying that his 
name may be changed as follows: 

Glenn Boddie to Glenn Boddie Walls 
If you desire to object thereto you or your 
attorney should file a written appearance 
in said Court at Boston before ten o'clock 
in the forenoon on the 4th day of Febru· 
ary_, 1999. 
Witness, Elaine M. Moriarty, Esquire, 
First Judge of said Court, this 29th day of 
December 1998. 

#755791 

Richard lanella 
Register of Probate 

Allston-Brighton Tab, 1/19/99 

HORNE 
LEGAL NOTICE 

COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

THE TRIAL COURT 
PROBATE AND FAMILY 
COURT DEPARTMENT 

SUFFOLK DIVISION 
DOCKET NO. 87P--0809 

NOTICE OF FIDUCIARY'S ACCOUNT 

Off the shelf 
A listing of upcoming events and 
new arrivals at Allston-Brighton's 
public library branches. 

Brighton Branch Library 
Progrrum for children 
•Films and Stories, 10:30 a.m .. 
Tuesday, Jan. 19 
• Creative Drama with Arlene, 4 
p.m.. Tuesday. Jan.19 
• Numbers Count Bridge 
Instruction, 3:30 p.m., Wednesday. 
Jan. 20 
• Chess with Don Lubin. 3:30 
p.m.. Thursday. Jan. 21 
• Homework Assistance Program 
for Grades 3-8, 3:30 p.m., 
Mondays and Wednesdays 

Programs for young adults 
•Young Adult Book Discussion 
Group: "The Caine Mutiny," by 
Hennan Wouk. 7 p.m .. Monday, 
Jan. 25 
• Ftlm Program: "The Caine 
Mutiny," with Humphrey Bogart, 
2 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 23 

Programs for ad~ 
• Adult Book Discussion Group, 
"DaUghters of the Dust," by Julie 
Dash; 6:30 p.m., Thlll'Sday, Feb. 11 
• English Speakers of Other 
Languages Conversation Group 
meetings: 6 p.m., Mondays; 10 
am., Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays 

.... SUDBUD BOSTON, Latihan Meeting 
Schedule. Ongoing, Sun. 7 p.m.; Wed. 8 
p.m. For more information call 
(781 )283-8097. 
~ AIDS ACTION COMMITTEE is hold
ing a poster-making contest to raise 
awareness about HIV and AIDS. The 
competmon is open to Boston public 
high school students, and the deadline 
for entries is 1/22. Call: 4S0-1213. 
.... SELF-HELP GROUP. Mclean 
Hospital Cafeteria, Bel. Support group for 
people with depression and bipolar ill~ 
ness. Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m. Mondays, 
Thursdays, Fridays, 1 :30-3:30 p.m. Call: 
855-2795 . 
.... FEEDING OURSELVES. Various area 
locations. Beginning 2/1: A twelve-week 
workshop to help compulsive overeaters 
and those suffering from bulimia. can: 
661-3727. 

Lu; \I. \onn·:s 
To all persons interested in the estate of 
Flora Horne of Boston Suffolk 
You are hereby notified pursuant to 
Mass. R.Civ.P. Rule 72 that the 1st 
through the 10th, & final account(s) of 
Leo Wall the 9th, 10th, & final accounts 
as rendered by Edith Yaffee as Guardian 
of thePI~~ of said Flora Horne have 
been to said Court k>r abNance. 
If you desire to preserve your right to file 
an objection to said account(s), you or 
your attorney must file a written appear
ance in said Court at Boston on or before 
the 11th day of March, 1999 the return 
day of this citation. You may upon written 
request by registered or certified mail to 
the fiduciary, or to the attorney for the fi· 
duciary, obtain without cost a copy of 
said account(s). If you desire to object to 
any item of said account(s), you must, in 
addition to filing a written appearance as 
aforesaid, file within thirty days after said 
return day or within such other time as 
the Court upon motion may order a writ
ten statement of each such item together 
with the grounds for each objection there
to, a copy to be served upon the fiduciary 
pursuant to Mass. R.Civ.P. Rule 5. 

WITNESS, Elaine M. Moriarty, Esquire, 
First Justice of said Court at Boston this 
23rd day of December, 1998. 

Brighton Branch Library is located 
at 40 Academy Hill Road. 
Brighton Center. 

Faneuil Branch Library 

New arrivals 
• Linda Bruckheimer's "Dreaming 
Southern" 
• "Mara and Dann·· by Dods 
Lessing 

Programs for children 
•Toddler.Time for ages 2-3, 10:30 
a.m., 1\lesday, Jan. 19 
•Reading Readiness for ages 3-5, 

• 10:30 am, Wednesday. Jan. 20 
• School Break for ages 6 & up. 
3:30 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 20 

Programs for adults 
• Financial Aid Workshop, 6-8 
p.m., Thursday, Jan. 21 
• Book Discussion Group, 6:30 
p.m., Thlll'Sday, Jan. 28. This 
month's book is .. Tuck 
Everlasting," by Natalie Babbitt 
• Teen Cafe, 7 p.m., Thlll'Sday, 
Feb. 4, 7:00 p.m. 

Faneuil Branch Library is located 
at 419 Faneuil St, Oak Square. 
For more information, caH 782-
6705. 

.... FOOD ADDICTS IN RECOVERY 
ANONYMOUS. West Roxbury VA 
Hospital, Room 2B100, 1400 VFW 
Parkway, West Roxbury. Tuesdays, 7 
p.m. A twelve-step recovery program tor 
indMduals who suffer from overeating, 
bulimia and anorexia. Call: George, (781) 
449-2638 . 
.... WIDOWED PERSONS SERVICE gives 
newly widowed men and women the 
chance to meet a trained Outreach vol· 
unteer and chare their problems. Call: 
508-620-8797 . 
.... JEWISH FAMILY AND CHILDREN'S 
SERVICE presents Chaverim Shel 
Shalom ("Friends of Peace"), a Jewish 
group for people with a psychiatric con
dition. The group offers monthly social 
events. Various other programs are also 
available. Call: 558-1278. 

----

MURRAY GUARDIANSHIP 
LEGAL NOTICE 

COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

PROBATE COURT 
SUFFOLK, SS. 

CASE NO. 99P0023 

To John A. Murray of Brighton in said 
County of Suffolk, and to his heirs appar
ent or presumptive 

A petition has been presented to said 
Court alleging that said John A. Murray is 
a mentally ifl person and praying that 
Elizabeth Baum of Newton, in the County 
of Middlesex, or some other suitable per
son be ai:>f>Ointed his guardian, with court 
authorizatiOn to treat with antipsychotic 
medication(s) in accordance with the 
treatment plan and for court authorization 
to admit or commit to a mental health or 
mental retardation facility. 
If you desire to object thereto you or your 
attorney should file a written appearance 
in said Court at Boston before ten o'clock 
in the forenoon on the 4th day of Febru· 
ary 1999 the return day of this citation. 
WITNESS, Elaine M. Moriarty, Esquire, 
First Judge of said Court, this 8th day of 
January 1999. 

Richard lanella, Register 

Richard lanella #755799 
Register of Probate Allston-Brighton Tab, 1/19/99 

#756B22 
Allston-Brighton Tab, 1/19199 

I 
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PORTS 
Brighton's Allston is 
changing the game 
Bengals guard absorbs hoops like a Sponge 

By Chad Konecky 
TAB Correspondent 

F orget Dolly the sheep. Most 
coaches would agree that the real 
value of cloning will arrive when 

geneticists can duplicate players such as 
Brighton High's Ursula Allston. 

Allston, a 5-foot 4-inch senior guard, is 
one of those rare players who does what 
she's told, only speaks when spoken to, 
brings a blue-collar work ethic to every 
practice and has the taJent to execute the 
game plans she so thirstily drinks in. 

"Ursula always thinks about what's 
best for the team," Brighton High head 
coach Paul Mahoney said. "She has a real 
sense of what she's trying to accomplish 
every time she steps on the court." 

AJlston's almost religious approafh to 
the game is a big reason that the Be~gals, 
4-12 a year ago, hit mid-January at 4-1. 
Allston, 17, has developed into the 
Boston City League's most effective 
defensive player. 

Whether pressing, chasing in the trap, 
shadowing the ball in a box-and-one zone 
defense or playing one-on-one, Allston 
has become a devastating ball-hawking· 
force. 

"My defense is 'off the hook,' " said 
AlJston, using the latest slang for 
"unstoppable." " I just shut people down. 
I stay with them so they have nowhere to 
go." 

AJlston's words aren't intended to be 
boastful. 

Just truthful. 
In a recent win over South Boston, 

Allston blanketed the Knights' best offen
sive player so thoroughly that the explo
sive scorer didn' t get off a single shot 
inside the three-point arc. Earlier this sea-

12 son, Allston forced a jump ball or deflect
~ ed a pass seven times in a win over 
,,, Madison Park. 
ffi But there's more than defense to 
~ Allston's game. 
~ 
o She's versatile enough to play three 
~ positions, including small forward and 

failing to box out. 
"I think I've just learned the game a lot 

more completely," Allston said. "I under
stand it well. I've also worked really hard 
on improving my defense, my. shooting 
and my ball-handling. I playeJJ a lot of 
summer basketball and in a PAL (Police 
Athletic League) tournament in the off
season." 

Despite missing two games this winter 
because of a family trip, Allston had col
lected 11 steals in her three starts as of 
Jan. 14 and was averaging 6.7 points per 
game. 

"My defense is 
'off the hook.' 

I just shut 
people down." 

Ursula Allston, 
Brighton High School 

basketball player 

Perhaps even more dangerous is her 
commitment to the game: AlJston is tire
less regardless of the minutes she's 
logged and is never satisfied. 

"We won a game in overtime earlier 
this year when she made a steal ansi drew 
a foul in the closing seconds to get to the 
free-throw line," Mahoney said. 

"She missed th.e first and hit the second 
to give us a one-point lead. We won by 
one and she comes over to the bench and 
apologizes to me for missing the first. 
That's just the kind of player she is." 

Allston, who hopes to major in busi
ness and continue playing basketball at 
the Division III collegiate level this fall, 
is focused on Lifting the Bengals to higher 
ground this winter. 

Brfa'lan's Unula AIWon ls the defensive leader of this year's Brighton High School basketball team. 
power forward. Despite her size, Allston 
is an above-average rebounder, never 

"We want to come home with some
thing this year," Allston said. 0 

Perfect week for Pee Wee and Squirt A travel teatns 
Pee Wees humble 
Quincy, Squirts tie 
Charlestown 

By Chad Konecky 
TAB Correspondent 

C ontinuing what now 
appears to be an inexorable 
man:h through the Greater 

Boston League schedule, the 
Allston-Brighton Youth Hockey Pee 
Wee travel team improved to 8-0-1 
in the league with a 5-0 whitewash 
of Quincy at 1he Cleveland Circle 
Rink earlier this month (Jan. 9). A-B 
is now 12-2-1 overall. 

"We're definitely on a roll," Pee 
Wee head coach Gordy Joyce said. 

Joyce, who is assisted by Gary 
Peach and Kenny Luke, may be 
understating matters a bit: A-B is 

now unbeaten in nine straight games. 
The lone blemish? A 4-4 tie with 
Be1mont when AlJston-Brighton 
goalie Michael Bonnett had his only 
ineffective start of this winter. 

The locals surged to a 2-0 lead 
after one period against visiting 
Quincy, increased that advantage to 
3-0 entering the third and closed it 
out in style with a pair of insurance 
goals before the final horn. 

Defenseman Joey Joyce scored a 
pair of goals and an assist, building 
on his team-leading point total of 19 
(six goals, 13 assists) after being 
shutout for the first time all season in 
A-B's previous game. 

A trio of Pee Wees recorded two
point perfonnances as defenseman 
Matt Galvin and winger Ryan 
Bradbury passed for two assists 
apiece and defenseman Greg 
O'Brien chipped in with a goal and 

an assist. Meanwhile, Squirt emer
gency call-up Danny Gomez scored 
his second Pee Wee goal of the sea
son in a fill-in capacity and diminu
tive forward Kenny Luke rounded 
out the scoring with a single goal. 

O'Brien is still second on the team 
in scoring with a team-leading seven 
goals among his 15 points. Bradbury 
(3-8) and winger Pat Fitzgerald (5-1) 
are the next most productive point 
earners. Bonnett is now 7-0-1 in his 
eight Pee Wee starts. 

Other players vitaJ to the Pee 
Wees fortunes are center Matthew 
Peach and defenseman Thomas 
Bletzer. 

Squirts settle for tie 
Allston-Brighton's Squirt A travel 

team was on the verge of its second 
consecutive win after an 0-10 start, 

but was forced to settle for a tie last 
week when a 4-L lead against 

"We're skating only 
two lines and the kids 
are really forced to be 
iron men. We've got 
12 Lou Gehrigs out 

there." 

Dan Mee, Allston-Brighton Youth 
Hockey squirt assistant coach 

Charlestown evaporated over the 
final three minutes of the game. 

Allston-Brighton got two goals 

and an assist from winger Danny 
Gomez and two goals and two 
assists from defenseman Danny 
Mahoney to take a commanding lead 
early on. Mahoney created the most 
spectacular goal of the game when 
he raced to the corner and zipped a 
turnaround pass in front for Gomez, 
who one-timed the puck past the 
Townies goalie for a 3-1 lead. 

" I think we've turned the comer," 
volunteer assistant Dan Mee said. 
"We're skating only two lines and 
the kids are really forced to be iron 
men. We've got 12 Lou Gehrigs out 
there." 

Gomez's performance vaulted him 
further into the team lead in scoring 
with 21 points (14-7). Forwards 
Drew Bowman (7-9), Nick 
Cummings (6-3) and Danny 
Mahoney (6-3) are the next most 
productive Squirts so far ~winter. 

., 
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lew SUnday morning 
schedule at St. Luke's and 
St. Margaret's 
On Sunday, Jan. 17, St. Luke's and 
St. Margaret's Episcopal Church 
began a new schedule for Sunday 
mornings. The service of worship 
begins now at 10:30 a.m. instead of 
11 a.m. This change is to allow time 
from noon until 12:45 p.m. for adult 
education. 

The current education focus, 
"Safe at Work," meets for three 
more sessions: Jan. 24; Feb. 7; and 
Feb. 14. "Safe at Work" centers on 
the challenges to Christian faith in 
the work day world. Call the Rev. 
Karen Bettacchi at 782-2029 for 
more information. 

Bible study and 
prayer group 

RELIGION N E WS 

least 1902. The annual show begins 
with an old-time minstrel perfor
mance and ends with a Broadway 
revue. This year's performances will 
be held during the last weekend of 
March. 

Rehearsals are being held Fridays 
at 7 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. As 
the performances get closer, an 
additional rehearsal may be sched
uled for during the week. 

For additional information, caJJ 
782-0775. 

Kehillath Israel offers 
day care 
KehilJath Israel Nursery School 
offers three programs for young 
children: toddler, preschool and 
transitional kindergarten. The school 
offers a wann social environment 
with a strong developmentally 
appropriate J\JdaicaJJy integrated 
curriculum. Specialists in dance and 
music join the program weekly. 

Going up 

www.townonline.com/allstonbrighton 

An evening adult Bible study and 
prayer group meets every Monday 
from 7: 15-9 p.m. at the Brighton 
Evangelical Congregational Church. 
The group retlects on the scriptures 
as they pertain lo the participants' 
lives and news of the day. The ses
sion continues with a time of prayer. 
AJJ are welcome. 

Parents are welcome to visit the 
classrooms. For information or to 
schedule a school visit, calJ Carol 
Killian, director, at (617) 73 1-9006. 
Kehillath Israel Nursery School is at 
384 Harvard St., Brookline. 

The Rev. Richard J. Sbmaruk leads the b~ and dedication of a handicapped~ elevator at Sl Colurnbkille Parish. 
The elevator was dedicated to long-time Brighton residents Lyman (Buddy) Merrill, Florence Jones and FJaine Seagel, and 
fonner Brighton resident Alice Brown, who died in 1985. 

The church is located at 404 
Washington St. in Brighton. Call 
254-4046 for more information. 

St. Anthony's prepares 
for Minstrel Show 
Rehearsals are under way for the 
annual St. Anthony's Parish 
Minstrel Show, and all community 
members are welcome to join. 

St. Anthony's has held a parish 
minstrel show every year since at 

Assumption Center 
offers Masses 

·" The Assumption Center, 330 Market 
St., Brighton, has Mass enrollments 
for many occasions: weddings, 
anniversaries, birthdays, births, sick
ness and deaths. It also offers per
petual,, five-year, annual and indi
vidual Masses. 

The center, which is the home of 
the Augustinians of the Assumption, 
is associated with Assumption 

College in Worcester. It is open 
Monday-Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 
4p.m. 

For more informa~n. call 783-
0495. 

Children's choir 
welcomes members 
St. Columbkille Church invites chil
dren in grades 2-8 to participate in 
its children's choir. Rehearsals are 

held Thursdays from 2:15 to 3 p.m. 
or from 3:30 to 4:15 p.m. 

Foe more infonnation, call the 
churc~ at 782-5774. 

Food pantry is open 
twice a month 
Hill Memorial Baptist Church's 
food pantry is open every second 
and last Saturday, from 10 a.m. until 
noon. The pantry, located in the 

SltT WINGATE, 
Q1IALITY CARE M EANS 

{A.t Wingate at Brighton, medical expertise is at the foundation of spirited, 
personalized care. Within our long-term and post-acute skilled nursing facility, 
you'll find an atmosphere that also emphasizes security, comfort, dignity, and 
the energy of caregivers who are dedicated to their craft. The beauty-of our 
facility, found both inside and out, is bound to make a difference in the life of 
your loved one. 

.. 

MORE THAN 
MEDICAL EXPERTISE. 

• 24-hour Skilled Nursing Care 

• Comprehensive Rehab Program 

·Medically Complex Care 
Management 

• •IV Therapy 

•Wound Management 

• Pain Management 

• Diabetic Management 

• Surgical Recovery 

• Care and Comfort 

To discover the true meaning of quality care, discover Wingate at Brighton. 
For more information, please call 61 7-787-2300. 

~~3~ 
100 N ORTH BEACO N STREET • BOSTON, MA 02134 

ICAHO ACC llDIT ID 

Introducing 

It's about time. 
Subscribe or renew your Community Newspaper 

by MasterCard, Visa, Discover or American Express 

and save 25% off the newsstand price • 

Call 1-800-982-4023 to enroll in AutoPay today. ~\','.\~·~,0 ,', 

church at 279 North Harvard St. in 
Brighton, serves Allston and 
Brighton residents. Contributions of 
food or cash are welcome. 

For more information, caJJ the 
church at (617) 782-4524. 

'Contemporary Liturgy' 
group open to all 
St. ColumbkilJe Church at 321 
Market St. in Brighton invites the 
community to participate in its 
"Contemporary Liturgy 
Community" at 9:30 am. each 
Sunday. The group g1llhen after 
Mass for coffee and doughnuts. 

Send your religion announcemenJs 
to TAB news editor Debra Goldstein. 
The mailing address is Allston
Brighton. TAB, P.O. Box 9112, 
Needham, MA. 02192-9112. Our fax 
nwnber is (781) 433-8202. The e
mail address is dgoldstein@cnc.com. 

T.H. McVn 
MO\lUl\l[\lTS 

Mo\L\tE\ TS • ,\1.\R"-FR' 
EXPERT (E\IETER\ LETTERI\ ( 

LA\DSCAPE STO\E 
· Bluc~tonc · fo•lrlsto1w 

· Wallstone · Cohhle-.torit· 

662 ARS[\ ,\l STR Ffl 
'01'1'(1,,TI .,,,,,,, \1111 Pl~·. ·\ ( 

WmRTO\\\ • (6171 92 l-Ht:1i1, 
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Dog owners want notification law established 
MIKA, from page 3 
are not obligated lo contact the pets owners 
even if it is wearing tags. 

Although Darryl Hopkins has accepted 
responsibility for letting the dog out unleashed, 
he and his wife say they cannot accept the way 
city agencies handled their dog's death. 

Now the couple has the help of a couple of 
local politicians. Both Tolman and Honan say 
they are researching whether new legislation is 
neces.wy that would require that city agencies 

coordinate in notifying pet owners if their ani
mal is injured or killed. 

Last Wednesday, Honan proposed that the 
Committee on City and Neighborhood ser
vices hold a hearing lo discuss the establish
ment of a policy to notify pet owners when 
their animal is seriously injured or killed by a 
motor vehicle. City Council members unani
mously approved the hearing, which is 
planned for February, although a specific date 
has not been set. 

The purpose of the hearing is to coordinate 
the procedures of different city departments, to 
prevent something like this from happening 
again, said Honan. 

The Hopkinses plan to tell their story at the 
hearing. 

"She was like my child," said Carol 
Hopkins, who said Mika was well known in 
the area and was treated more like a person 
than a dog. For example, she used to get 
sausage from her friends at Minihane's florist 

shop in Brighton Center and went swimming 
with the Hopkins children at the local 
Metropolitan District Commission pool. When 
she was killed, Mika was about five blocks 
from home, near the family's fonner house on 
Foster Street. Mika often visited her old neigh
borhood. 

"She h ad a face and a personality, and peo
ple who loved her very much," said Carol 
Hopkins. "I won't let her be~ away like 
this." 0 

BAC K BY POPULAR DEMAND ... 

Candidates will find the job they've been 
looking for. Companies will find the 
hires they need. d •t ppe in 
just six wee 

Come to the Community Newspaper 
Company Career Fair on March 1, 1999 
and check out career opportunities 
with some of u • ottest 
com 

Plus attend the Career Fair 
Seminar Series 
Featuring such topics as Finding a Job 
Online! oo or more Information on 
our em.in erie in the upcoming 

-

COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
COMPANY 

www.townonline.com 

I I 

SIGN UP NOW and get vour iOb 
search in 110Ulilll 
PRE-REGISTER by February 22nd, your 
resume will be submitted to exhibitors 
prior to the show. 

or if you are 
send your resume~ 

to nd, pl e 

BY MAIL: Attn. Community Newspaper . 
Company Career Fair, P.O. Box 9113, 
Needham, MA 02192-9113 

BY EMAIL: ctomberg@cnc.com (resumes 
should be saved as .txt files) 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ON HOW YOU CAN BECOME A 

CAREER FAIR EXHIBITOR, 

call 1-800-624-7355. 

All past Community Newspaper 

Company Fairs have SOLDU.T 

This will be no exception. 

Get on board while you still can! 
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General Dentistry for the Entire Family 
ANNA K. McGUIRE, D.M.D. FROM PAGE ONE 
+ Extlnded Mnlng & Weekend Hours for Your Convenience, 

lndudlq Sundtn 
160'1 Commonwealth Ave. + Brighton, MA 02135 

{617) 782-5455 fax: {617) 787-6025 

email: tmail.com 

Noisy crows bother residents 

Enjoy Life! 

Let us serve you! 
• Rental, with No Entrance Fee 
• Conveniently located to Longwood Hospitals & Boston 
• Superb Dining, Housekeeping, nansportation & Daily ~ctivities 
• Personal Assistance with Bathing, Dressing, Ull -
& Medication Monitoring Available ne 

• Intimate & Friendly Atmosphere 

332 Jamaicaway 
Boston 617 ·524· 7228 

FREE 
NIGHlS. 

FREE 
WEEKENDS. 

GET FREE NIGHT AND WEEKEND CALLING TILL 2001, 
PLUS A MOTOROLA StarTAC™ 3000. Next time you 

feel like just kicking back and chatting, go right ahead. 

Because when you sign up now, you can get free nights 

and weekends all the way till the year 2001. You can 

also get a Motorola StarTAC 3000 for only $29.95~ 

So start your year off on the right foot. 

CROWS, from page 1 
crows, said Massachusetts Audubon 
Society Field Ornithologist Wayne 
Petersen, who has fielded numerous 
calls from Brighton residents con
cerned about the influx of black 
birds. The birds disperse during day
time hours to forage for food, he 
added. 

There are two species of crows in 
Massachusetts, the American crow 
and the fish crow, said Petersen. The 
American crow is much more com
mon and slightly larger. An adult 
American crow is 17-21 inches long 
from the tip of its bill to the tip of its 
tail and weighs about a pound. Many 
live locally year-round, but some 
migrate south from Canada to 
Massachusetts for the winter too. 

The birds nest in small family 
groups during the spring and sum
mer. By the fall of every year, crows 
begin congregating in progressively 
larger nighttime groups culminating 
in huge winter roosting populations 
such as the one in Brighton, Petersen 
said. If the crows follow their natural 
cycle, they will return to their winter 
roost every night until dispersing in 
late February or early March. 

'The birds are essentially harm
less, other than the fact that they're 
big and black and they make a lot of 
noise," said Petersen. 

The Brighton crow roost is one of 
many in the Boston area. 

"Crows are certainly becoming 
more suburbanized, if not urban
ized," said Petersen. West Roxbury, 
Stoneham and Framingham are 
some of the other Boston-area com
munities hosting large crow roosts. 
"Some of the roosts here have been 
in excess of 10,000 birds." 

lloeton Brighton frenklln Hyannis Randolph Waltham Wilmington Worcester 
617·367-2871 e11-566-1100 508-498-4360 soe-ne.22n 781·961-5300 781-890-9366 976-657-4100 508·791-1900 

Of 617-462·7080 

'Ntw customM who sign up by January 31, 199j, °" !Jr. SafetyONE, FrttdomONE, LtisureONE. Pttformanc.ONE, SmartONE or setec!Rd Digital Edge rate plans will receive 
unlimittd night and w~nd airtimt until January 31. 2001. Oto/er prices moy vary. Two-year s.IVice commitment and credit approval required. 

Long-<listanct. roaming chmges. ta.w and surrha~ apply. Earfy ttrmination fee of $175 applies. Other terms and conditioos may apply. Stt stores frx dttai/s. 

There have been Midwestern roosts 
estimated at 50,000 crows, he added. 

Brighton residents had noticed the 
crows congregating near the reser
voir in past winters, but ·never so 
close to their homes. In past years, 
crows had filled the trees near 
Boston College's Alumni Stadium, 
and in a nearby cemetery fronting 
on Commonwealth Avenue. 

It is not unusual for the winter 
roosting spot to move slightly from 
year to year, said Petersen. In fact, 
even over the course of a single win
ter they might move their roost sev
eral times by a few hundred yards. 

McDonagh and her neighbors say 
they are fascinated by their new 
avian neighbors, but want to know 
how to get rid of them. 

'That's the $64,000 question," 
said Petersen. 'There are sort of two 
answers to that One is be patient," 
he explained, since the birds often 
shift on their own accord - from a 
few hundred yards to a few city 
blocks. "To get them to roost some
where else on a human timetable 
can be a very laborious project. 
Harassment is generally the best 
way to do it." 

In extreme cases, the United 
States DeQartment of Agriculture's 
animal control officer can be called 
out to scare the birds away. But if 
residents can wait until late 
February or early March, the birds 
are likely to leave on their own. 

'There's a federal law that states 
that we are the agency responsible 
for assisting the public when they 
have wildlife problems," said State 
Director of USDA Wildlife Services 
Laura Henze, who responds to 
wildlife problems in Massachusetts, 

Connecticut and Rhode Island. "But 
there's a lot they can do just on their 
own. People don't need any sort of 
pennit to scare the birds, as long as 
the method is legal." 

Bird experts advise residents to 
simply wait until the end of winter 
for the birds to leave on their own. 
Until then,Jaid state ornithologist 
Brad Blodget, 'The best way to deal 
with it is to invest in a good pair of 
ear plugs and then sleep on the other 
side of the house." 

Scaring the birds from one site will 
probably just move the problem to a 
nearby neighborhood, said Blodget 

'There's only so much you can do 
to move these roosts," he said. 
'They mqve around from year to 
year, and .the same location may not 
be selected from year to year." 

According to ornithologists, crows 
have virtually no natural predators. 
In the daytime they forage for food. 
Their diet changes seasonally, rang
ing from beetle grubs to roadkill to 
Dumpster trash, depending on what 
is available, said Petersen. 

American crow populations are 
thought to be increasing, although 
few population studies have been 
conducted on them. The birds prefer 
living in open spaces, so the expan
sion of urban and suburban areas 
and the decrease of forested areas 
has created ideal habitats for them. 

Crows are considered one of the 
most intelligent of bird species, 
added Petersen, and have a very 
elaborate vocabulary. ''In some 
cases they can be taught to learn a 
few human words." 

'7ry to look at them from the point 
of intellectual curiosity," he added 
''They are really fascinating birds." 0 

BLETZER & BLETZER, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

300 Market Street, Brighton, MA 

Conrad J. Bletzer, Jr., Curt F. Bleti:er 
Christopher A. Cahill 

We are a full service Law Firm: Personal Injury Claims, Divorce/Family 
Law, Criminal Defense, Civil Trials, Litigation, Businesses, Corporations, 

Real Estate, Wills, Trusts, and Estates 
(617) 254-8900 Fax (617) 254-5522 

School of the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston 

DISCOVER WHAT MATTERS. 

for catalogue or information 
617.267.1219 
coned@smfa.edu 

School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 
Continuing Education Office 
230 The Fenway 
Boston, Massachusetts 02115 
http://www.smfa.edu 

!' 
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FROM PAGE ONE 

AREA CODE, from page 1 
is not a sure thing, the DTE is prepar
ing for the worst-case scenario. There 
are two b$ic alternatives, both of 
which will cause unwelcome disrup
tion for telephone customers, Shevlin 
said. The first option, called a split, 
would draw a geographical line sepa
rating Boston and municipalities like 
Newton and Brookline. Under that 
scenario, Boston would keep 617 and 
the other municipalities would 
acquire a newly created area code. 

"It would be a geographical split," 
Shevlin said. "Take existing areas 
and divide them some way." 

There are actually two ways of 
splitting Boston, DTE officials said. 
One includes Allston-Brighton and 
East Boston, and the other excludes 

them from 617. 
Depending on the state's decision, 

Allston-Brighton residents would 
either keep their telephone number 
and get the new area code, or simply 
retain the existing 617 area code. 

The second alternative, called an 
overlay, means that all customers in 
the affected municipalities would 
keep their current area code and any 
new customer would get a new 
code. That means, however, that 
next-door neighbors could have dif
ferent area codes, or that someone 
with a 617 area code who adds a 
phone line or a fax line would get a 
different area code for that line. In 
addition, the notion of an area code 
as representing a given ~would 
likely be diminished. 

According to Shevlin, both alter
natives would be unpleasant shifts 
but the department will make a deci
sion by the summer. 

"Either alternative will be an 
inconvenience or a disruption," he 
said. "But we can't just sit here and 
wait until December 1999 ... .It's 
prudent to open up an investigation 
now to look at it" 

Shevlin said that if forced to 
implement new area codes, the D1E 
would seek the "least disruptive 
solution." The overlay option was 
rejected in 1997, when the 978 and 
781 area codes were created. 

Residents can express their opin
ions at a I 0 a.m. Feb. 9 public 
hearing at Boston's Saltonstall 
Building. 0 

What a new area code would mean 
By Jeffrey Klineman 
tJlld Dtbro Goldstein 
JU SIOj/ ltWters 

A s Slafe telecommunica
tions officials scramble 
to counter a system that 

,ta rapidly eating all of the available 
.... J1bone mnnbers. questions 
~about the 617 area 

~;:~··~ 

~o~ 
Jiit week~ the posm
..... city wauld IOOll nm 
oat tLpbone llUDbcn in die 617 
nreblle-a Ila that could push 
~ tntoadiffamt 
~ •themtof Boston. 

The ... of numbets bu not 
been cauaed by die area•s ~ 

...... bat nlher a ayaaem 

jaJJlocb CYell lhough 
they rR1y use more than a small 
fraction of that number. 

Although the DTE is trying to 
come up with a new method that 
would allow itl&.sign fewer 
IQDbers to companies, its repre
llC!lllllives have acknowledged that 
k is a~ they are rapidly losing 
to die pc>Mibility that the city will 
eicher have to add a new area code 
for the entire metropolitan area or 
else dlop certain geographic 
regions - likely Allston-Brighton, 
Bast Boston. Cambridge. 
Brookline. Som«viUe and 
Wal'eltoWn - from 617. 

That•s a ~ibility that could 
revelbmle throughout the region, 
llOIDe say. 

'1'hele•s an awful lot of a city's 
imap. boch to itself, and the rest of 
cbe wmd, that's set up in ~ of 
1J1Dbo1s." said David Dixon, a 

UNION T 
STATION 

JANUARY 
SPECIAL 

ALL MENU ITEMS 
1/2 PRICE 

including beverages 
Sunday through Thursday 

() l 7-92J-0-!80 

principal of the archiiectural and 
planning firm Goody, Oancy and 
Associates. "An area code is one 
of the most visible symbols." 

Having more than one area code 
for a city as old as Boston can 
cause a dilution of an area's uni- .\ 
tied spirit, Dixon said. 

It's a hassle that another city, 
Atlanta, bu faced twice in the~ 
five years. 

Atlanta added the 770 area code 
to its tong-standing ~ in 1996. 
Rapid growth and a proliferation 
of upstart phone companies has 
recently forced another area code, 
678, on the city. 

And as such, it's creared a geo
graphic distinction that some have 
found wicomfortable, according to 
Nick. Gold, a spokesman for 
Atlanta Mayor William Campbell . 

''lt'a ...... iQBidc fhc belt
WllY w . • .,. .... sit-
uation, .. Gold said, refening to the 
fact that many of the new numbers 
are in the communities that lie out
side Atlanta's perimeter highway. 
"From a city government stand
point, it's Atlanta versus the region." 

That kind of battle for identity is 
just what forµier state Sen. Warren 
Tolman lobbied hard against when 
he represented Watertown and 
Belmont in Im. According to 
Tolman, the communities on the out
skirts of Boston benefit from being 
in the same area code as the big city. 

At that time, several towns were 
cast out of 617, including 
Waltham, Medford, and Needham. 
But Tolman pushed to keep 
Watertown and Belmont in 617, 
citing geography and regional 
identification. 

"One of the people who was very 
active in fighting the switch was a 
Belmont phoo>grapher who gets a 

·~""•, . . . . 
' . . 

ANYTIME 
FUEL 

LOW LOW 
PRICE 

$AVE 78.9¢ $AVE 

Prlc• Sub/•ct to Change 
O COD 
0 Burne r Service 
0 Same Day De live ries 
0 Service Available 

EMERGENCY 
OIL DELIVERIES 

1-800-8 70-35 70 
Dedham, MA 

lot of business through her perceived 
Boston address," Warren Tolman 
said. "There are a number of busi
nesses that rely on that perception." 

New state Sen. Steven Tolman, 
Warren's brother, was in the House 
of Representatives during the Jast 
area code fight Now, as senator, 
he is responding to residents con
cerned that the same threat is 
looming again. 

'-rhey thought this was a dead 
issue two years ago," said Steven 
Tolman. "Now, in a very short 
period, they're coming back and 
revisiting this. 

"We have some pretty substan
tial questions," said Steven 
Tolman, who has already been in 
touch with representatives from 
Bell Atlantic and the State 
Department of 
Telecommunications and Energy 
about lhe issue. "We'll be v«y 
active in the~·" 

A public hearing is planned for 
February so that residents can 
voice their opinions on the pro
posed area code change. 

Many Allston-Brighle!n business 
owners, like Jefferson Boone from 
the law finn Boone and Henk.off, 
were ~ked that their neighbor
hood could be cut out of the 617 
area code. 

'That stinks," said Boone. 
He said he often relies on the 

area code to help identify callers' 
locations. 

If a new area code was absoluteiy 
essential, Boone advocated creating a 
specially designated overlay system. 

"Assign all cell phones and data 
lines to the new area code," said 
Boone. ''Fax machines, Internet 
numbers, pagers, those are the 
things that are making the area 
codes overloaded." Q 

: JANUARY: 
*• WHITE SALE .* 

106/o OR 
MORE OFF 

All Whites All Month 

30-60°/o OFF 
Selected Prints 

& Pants 
lINiFoRMS AMEmcA. 
25 MAIN ST., WATERTOWN SQ. 

IE 817.824.9944 1tJ Id 
ACROSS FROM RIVERSIDE OFACE PARK (RT. 16 I 20) 

{'f) , PARKtlG IN REAR (NEAR OLD REGISTRY) 
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This week on 

townonline.com 
Town Online is the home of your local 
community newspaper on the Internet. 
It features news from more than 50 local 
publications, profiles of more than 200 East
ern Massachusetts communities, and items 
of regional interest such as arts and enter
tainment calendars, movie and restaurant 
reviews, and classified advertisements. 

Find a new job today! 
• If you're not satisfied with 

your current job, then kick 
_....._. __ off the new year by search-

ing Town Online's database of hot new 
jobs! If you have a busy schedule, then 
let the job Agent search through the 
listings and email you when a match is 
made. www.townonline.com/working 

Hungry? 
We spend a great deal of 
time eating, why not make 
it an EXPERIENCE to 
remember. VJSit Town 

Online to find out where the best 
restaurants are near you. 
www.townonline.com/dining 

Get connected 
Town Online wants to 
keep you in the loop. Sign 
up today to receive free 
Town Online Community 

Updates covering local news and events. 
In addition, you can sign up for other 
free email offerings including Working, 
Introductions, Parent & Baby and much 
more. www.townonline.com/ list 

TOWN ONLINE INDEX 

• Arts All Around 
www.townonline .. com/arts 

• Real Estate 
www.townonline.com/realestate 

•Working 
www.townonline.com/working 

• Introductions (Personals) 
www.townonline.com/introductions 

• Town Online Business Directory 
www.townonline.com/Blop 

•Dining 
www.townonline.com/dining 

• Newcomers Guide 
www.townonline.com/newcomers 

• Classifieds 
www.townonline.com/classifieds 

• WABU-TV68 
www.townonline.com/wabu 

• Phantom Gourrt1et 
www.townonline.com7phantom 

• Community Connection 
www.townonline.com/community 

•Chats 
www.townonline.com/ tolhome/ 
chat_schedule 

FOR TICKETS: 

(617/508) 931-2000 

BUY A FULL-PRICE TICKET 
TO SELECT PER.FO~CES 
AND RECEIVE A COUPON 

GOOD fOlt A $2.00 SAVINGS 
ON ANY FWUNDER, 

SCUTIU Olt SEBASTIAN 
BEANIE TOY! 

GOOD ONLY: 
Thu. FEB.11*7:00 PM 
Fri. FEB. l2 * 7:00 PM 
Sun. FEB. 14 * 7:00 PM 
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FROM PAGE ONE 

Seniors detail troubles with MBTA's 'Ride' 
RIDE, from page 1 
customer<, recount horror stories of having to 
beg pizza delivery men for rides home. But 
with the expense of regular cab rides and the 
inability of many handicapped or elderly peo
ple to take the T or bus. The Ride is the sole 
oruon for many ~eruor; and a method of 
tt.1nsport that cannot be avoided. 

\rthritis in her hack makes it difficult for 
'venus Bougopoulos to climb on the bus, so 
she relics on The Ride to pick her up at hOme 
and take her to the Veronica Smith Senior 
Center in Brighton for weekly bingo games. 
She said she never knows whether The Ride 
i!. going to be on lime, late or even hours ear
lier than 'ihe reque ted. And sometimes it 
nt!ver shows up at all. 

'There's alway<; something wrong:· said 
Bougopoulos. 

The Ride arrived to pick her up at 9:30 a.m. 
for an 11 : 15 a.m. appointment recently, said 
Bougopoulos. "Sometimes they' re on time. 
Sometimes they're half an hour, three-quarters 
of an hour late." 

The Ride is available to people with medical 
conditions in all 62 municipalities served by the 
MBTA, which pays six companies to act as 
vendors to transport customers. The MBTA pro
vides the vendors with nearly 400 cars and vans 
for the service, according to MBTA spokesper
sons, who say that complaints with The Ride · 
more than likely lie with the contractors, even 
!hough customers may not realiz.e that the vehi
cles are not actually operated by the MBTA. 

This fall, the MBTA dropped one of its ven
dors and split the area it covered, the north
east, between two of its other vendors. The 
resulting arrangement may have stretched the 
vendors' capacities. according to a supervisor 
for The Ride, Dennis Ford. 

"I have complaints every day in this office," 
Ford said. 

But, he added, he believes that this year's 
$1 million budget increase, as well as a more 
efficient allocation of existing resources, 
should allay any problems. Nevertheless, he 
acknowledged that the number of times a 
vehicle was unavailable for a requested trip 
was about 5 percent last year - more than 
double the nonnal rate. That means that one 
time in 20 The Ride was unavailable, rather 
than one ti~ in 50. 

The director of the Veronica Smith Senior 
Center in Brighton, Mark Ciommo, praised 
the services The Ride provides saying it gives 
seniors a modicum of mobility. 

"Is it a perfect service? No. 
Are we sometimes late and 
sometimes very late? Yes. 

But we do the best we can." 

Joanne 7.ebal, Veterans Transportation 
Services Inc. general manager 

"It's a pretty nice service," said Ciommo. 
"It's got to be a very difficult task to send peo
ple all ovec the place." 

But, added Ciommo, he regularly hears 
complaints about the amount of time people 
spend waiting for The Ride. 

"I think it can be frustrating," he said. 
Most of the customers interviewed say that 

The Ride almost always comes late, and 
sometimes not at all. Other times, passengers 
are dropped off at an appointment and never 
picked back up. And if The Ride shows up, 
overworked drivers may get lost en route. 

"On the way back, they never know when 
they' re going to get there," said Al Marks, 
who is active in the tenants' association in the 
West End's Blackstone Apartments, which 
caters to the elderly. "Every time I ask about it 
at a tenants' meeting, immediately, someone 
says, well, they never pick us up." 

Customers say The Ride frequently picks 

Senior dtiuns say The Ride often leaves them waiting. 

passengers up more than one hour after the 
scheduled time. Several report tales of being 
left at doctor's offices for hours waiting for a 
ride back home, and having to call The Ride 
repeatedly to check on it5 whereabouts. 
Others complain that there is no emergency 
line for when they are abandoned - not that 
it would help, in some cases. 

''It's not always easy to get to a phone if 
they leave you waiting," Mann said. 

Other customers tell stories of having to 
stand on the street after a doctor's office has 
closed, or trying to walk home several miles 
after getting fed up waiting. Some have even 
resorted to pleading with strangers or police 
officers for a lift home. 

"I walked a few blocks to a pizza place and 
had to ask one of the delivery kids to drive me 
home," said one rider in her 80s who asked 
not to be identified. "I gave him $10. I had no 
other way home." 

Administrators and employees at assisted 
living centers in the city confinn individual 
customers' accounts of unreliability on the 
part of The Ride. Additionally, city councilors 
have also begun to hear from their con
stituents. Paul Scapicchio's office acknowl
edged that it has been busy dealing with com
plaints in both Charlestown and East Boston 
in addition to the numerous complaints voiced 
by those who live downtown. 

"It's awful," said Lisa Mohrwinkel, a social 
worker at the Amy Lowell House, a Charles 
River Park community with many elderly ten
ants. "Anyone who uses the Ride generally 
has_a very hard time with it. They are rarely 
on time and hard to deal with." 

Customers are perplexed that The Ride fails 
to give medical appointments preference over 

dates like a museum visit, grocery shopping 
or even lunch plans. 

'There are some people on the van who are 
just meeting people for lunch," Mann says. 
"But I missed a CAT-scan at New England 
Medical Center because they simply never 
picked me up." 

One option for Boston residents is the city's 
Senior Shuttle, a free van that gives priority to 
medical appointments. But the Senior Shuttle 
operates on a much smaller scale - averag
ing 5,000 trips per month - and cannot travel 
outside the city limits. 

The Senior Shuttle can prioritize medical 
app6intrnents because it serves all of the city's 
elderly, not just the disabled. Conversely, 
according to Joe Pesaturo, an MBTA 
spokesman, and Joanne Zebal, the general 
manager for Veterans Transportation Services 
Inc. - a Waltham-based company that serves 
Ride customers in Newton, Brookline and 
Allston-Brighton - the Americans with 
Disabilities Act forbids contractors and the 
MBTA from prioritizing one customer over 
another. 

'The law won't let us do that," Zebal said. 
Pesaturo said the MBTA requires vendors to 

treat "every, single request equally without 
regard to the purpose of the trip." 

The MBTA, which will spend about $21 
million this year to run The Ride, is always 
looking for ways to get added funding for its 
services, including The Ride, Pesaturo said. 
Although users pay $ I each way, an average 
ride costs the MBTA about $17. And 50,000 
customers use the service for about 1.4 mil
lion trips a year - about 4,000 times daily. 

Pesaturo said the MBTA will put the ven
dors' contracts out to bid, as the law requires, 

when its agreement expires June 30. But get
ting new vendors won't necessarily solve sys
tem-wide concerns about the way The Ride 
schedules its services. 

Customers complained about The Ride's 
refu~I to confirm reservations and pick-up 
times until the night before a scheduled trip. 
They said that ~le do not know until the 
previous night if they will get a ride. whether 
they called two weeks or one day in advance. 

··Tuey called me at 9 p.m. one night and 
told me I was on stand-by," Mann said. "I 
made the reservation two weeks before. but 
they tell me 'It's not first-come, first-serve. we 
don't do that.· I began calling at 7 a.m. [the 
next morning], and they finally said they 
couldn't take me that morning." 

The ADA forbitls a first-come, first-serve sys
lt!m under the same rationale as not prioritizing 
medical needs over social ones - anyone who 
qualifies for The Ride has an equal right to ser
vice. Reservation orders are due daily at 4 p.m., 
and then the MBTAcomputer assigns pick-up 
times to customers based on the requested time, 
distance and location, Pesaturo said. 

'The computer maximizes the number of 
trips we can make each day," he said. 

Several users say they have been told by dri
vers and dispatchers that the new computer 
program being used by the MBTA to set up 
appointments and provide drivers with a list of 
pick-ups and drop-offs has caused confusion. 

'The drivers say it's the new computer sys
tem," Mann says. 'They feel awful about 
being late and they say they hate the comput
ers. The system is ghastly." 

It's a problem that got worse throughout the 
fall, according to 85-year-old Eva Monteiro, 
who used The Ride two-three times a week 
last year to get from the Blackstone 
Apartments to appointments at the Fenway 
Health Center in Kenmore Square. 

"In late October, November and December, 
it was just terrible," Monteiro said. "When I 
first started, I would usually get a call con
finning my ride the evening before. Then, one 
day, I called at 7, continued calling until noon, 
and nothing happened." 

Dr. Richard Weintraub, a psychiatrist in 
Newton who has had ctients miss appoint
ments because of The Ride, says the MBTA 
system seems insensitive toward the needs of 
the elderly. Doctors are also the victim of 
patient laten~. he says, because unused 
appointments means wasted time and money. 

"It's terribly inconsiderate to not have the 
assurance that you will are going to be picked 
up," he said. "Ordinary human concerns seems 
not to be a part of it. .. . Elderly and disabled 
people need to be treated respectfully." 

Pesaturo says that the MBTA is in the midst 
of installing a centralized computer system to 
link all the vendors. Some vendors have had 
difficulty making a smooth transition to the 
computer, Pesaturo admits. 

"Once the kinks are ironed out, the computer 
will lend itself to a smoother operation," he said 

lf The Ride were truly a bad service, 
Pesaturo says, than the m.imber of registered 
Ride members would not have increased from 
19,700 in 1989to 50,000 today. 

According to Zebal, vendors cannot be 
punctual l 00 percent of the time. 

''We do between 800 and 1,000 trips a day, 
and we never turn anybody down for a ride," 
ZebaJ says. ''Is it a perfect service? No. Are we 
sometimes late and sometimes very late? Yes. 
But we do the best we can. It's difficult to be 
on time 900 times a day. All kinds of things 
can make a driver late, especially traffic." 

ZebaJ says her company aims to please. 
"We're not cavalier about this at all," she 

says. 'This a people business and we're here 
to make their lives easier, not more difficult. lf 
people have a problem, they should call us. 
We can try to fix it." 

Nevertheless, according to Monteiro, even 
when the call is made and the time confirmed, 
a late Ride is a source of frustration. 

"Anyone has better things to do than sitting 
around and waiting,1

' she said. a 
p 
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THE VIORD ON THE STREET 

Searching for soul food in the big city 
S o I'm here helping Janeane 

unpack and settle into her 
new digs just off 

Commonwealth Ave. 
"I like this place, it has a good 

view of bricks and mortar," I say. 

By Ken C8poblanco 

"Hey, don't knock it." Janeane 
says while opening a box. "So we 
spend our lives looking out to other 
buildin~. I've gotten used to it At 
least this place has sunshine. It helps 
me cope with SAD." 

"Sad? Is that a new fonn of the 
word? I feel sad. I cope with sad-
ness." 

"Yes, I know my English, Saul 
Bellow. SAD stands for Seasonal 
Affective Disorder. Like in the win
ter time, it gets dark early, there's lit
tle sunshine and I get depressed real
ly easily." 

"You mean you get like me every 
day?" 

"Bite your tongue. The day I 
become like you is the day I call 
Cadillac Jack Kevorkian and get my 
15 minutes of fame on 60 Minutes. 
You have Everyday Affective 
Disorder. People with SAD are for 
real." 

"Oh, tell me, now you're going to 
buy one of those light boxes." 

"I was thinking about it. My new 
shrink Tommy thinks that if I spend 
more time in a bright atmosphere it 
will cure the funk I feel around this 
time." 

'1'hat's ridiculous. I tried that five 
years ago with my last therapist. I 

went out and bought these two huge 
halogen lamps and sat in my apart
ment. Every night I felt like I was sit
ting amidst those huge lights they 
have at movie premieres." 

"And did it work?" 
"If my name was Boston Edison it 

did. My electricity bilJ tripled. I real
ii.ed that I was paying a therapist 
who was probably contracted by the 
city." Pause. ''You call your therapist 
Tommy? Do you go out for a sand
wich at recess together?'' 

"Stop. He's just very laid back." 
I'm unboxing her books and on top is 
''01.icken Soup for the Soul of a New 
Machine" or whatever those positive 
thinking tomes of pabulum are called. 

"You read this junk?'• 
"I'm starting it. I need to change 

my life. Be more positive." 
"Read Kafka or Freud. This 

'Chicken Soup' stuff is botulism of 
the mind." 

''Oh, Kafka and Freud is party 
reading. Great Ken, why don't I just 
sit back, get a hot cup of tea, pick up 
Freud and slit my wrists." 

"Buying bright lights and reading 
pop psychology doesn't help. You 
have to yank the weed out at i~ root. 
You can't just cut the top off." 

''Meaning what, Kung Fu?'' 
' 'Meaning you can't change your 

life with Band-Aid cures. You have 
to go to the source. The roots. The 
family. Er, there's cockroaches here." 

"You calling my family cock
roaches? ls this a free association on 
Kafka or something?" 

"No. There's a dead cockroach 
where 'Olicken Soup for the Fillet of 
Sole' is supposed to go." 

Janeane comes over in a panic. 
''God, I hope this place isn't a roach 
ranch." 

'This is Brighton. Bugs and mice 

BAN KRUPTCY 
Over your head In Biiis ... Stop harassing phone calls. 

Immediate Relief 
Call 

Attorney Joseph N. Wheeler 
at 

&&&-9888 

rsoo/O-OFF-AllG-NMlNtl 
I l JA~· ll CAU.NifAO FOR Al'POINTMENMXPIRES ..... I • a r1 RE SHOCKS. .. BRAKES .. .AUGhNENTS • 
I (617) 232-4869 I 
1 'MASSACHUSffiS' OLDESTTIRE DEALER' (SINCE 1910) 144 Boylston St, (Rt. 9) 'B~ine I 
I Check out our ~ at linertite.com I 
1 j flnd Us Fast In The Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages I 1 
L--•••••-------------------~ 

1/3 Off Your Return Fare 
From Logan International 

With our "Priority Ticket" 
One Coupon Per Ride. Round Trip Fares Only 

Call RED CAB'S 24-Hour service 

734-5000 
For Express Service to Logan 

Servicing Brookline - Allston - Brighton - Newton 
Jamaica Plain And The Hospitals 

P 0 Box 457 - 111 Boylston St - Brookline 02146 
PRIORITY TICKET expues 60 days from date of ossue 

Service depends on cob ovoilobility. www.redcobs.com 

are in the lease." 
"You don't have any." 
"I have SAD bugs and mice. They 

realize that I'm usually home only 
during the late night and I sleep real
ly late so they only come out when 
it's light out. The sunshine makes 
them feel better. Happier." 

Janeane cleans the shelf and I put 
the book down. "I wish that life was 
as easy as these books make it 
seem," I say. ''Like you can be tran -
fonned overnight Go to sleep like 
Norman Bates and wake up like 
Norman Rockwell." 

'That's ridiculous." 
"Why? If Christy's in Oeveland 

Circle can magically change into 7-
Eleven overnight, I can join Up With 
People and marry Sally Sunshine." 

"Other people have delusions of 
grandeur, you have delusions of nor
malcy." 

I see another dead cockroach and 
flick it away without Janeane seeing. 
She takes a deep breath, attacks 
another box and adds, ''Did Ouisty's 
really tum into ... " 

"A brand-spanking-new 7-Eleven. 
Our life in Brighton will never be the 
same. This is a seminal moment in 
the city. Who needs the Big Dig 
when we have the Big Gulp now~· 

Janeane fishes through a box and 
finds her remote control for the tele
vision. 

"You know what I also saw just 
pop up around town?" Janeane asks 
while she channel surfs. "Big City. 
Where did that come from?" 

"You knew it was inevitable. How 

could we have gone this long with
out a club with that title. I mean I 
waited until the day when I could ask 
someone ... " 

"How's life in the Big City?" 
"Of course." 
"It looks nice, but this is the liver 

disease capital of the world. Do we 
really need another bar? On two 
floors no less. I mean, another club is 
about as necessary as another 
Dunkin' Donuts. Why can't a movie 
theater complex pop up overnight? 
That's what we need." 

'1"rue. But we have a lot more 
people who need Jack Daniels more 
than Jack Nicholson." 

"But another club?" 
"You know for me, the more the 

merrier. We'll have to check it out 
someday. I can't wait to play pool." 

"You don't know how to play 
pool. Give it up. For you shooting 
pool requires an Uzi and a diving 
board." 

"Yeah, but I do live my life behind 
the eight-ball, right?" 

"You know I never understood 
what that phrase means." 

"You've got me. It's one of those 
things that just is. An existential 
tenn. No doubt romeone out there," I 
say while spreading my arms past 
the window looking out at the other 
buildings. "Someone lying low in the 
Big City knows." 

"Oooh, you sound so noir." We 
both laugh and Janeane flicks off the 
television when a photo of the 
remade Paula Jones comes on CNN. 

''There's someone who was trans-

~\J..R &p4_ 

S'·~ 

fonned overnight. Her agent must 
have said lose the big hair and the big 
nose and we'll make big money in the 
big city." Janeane shakes her head. 

"I'm hungry. Let's go out to get 
something. I just don't want to go 
out on nights like this." 

"It's cold. It's BQMon. It's life." So 
we both put on about five layers of 
clothing and head out. As Janeane 
locks her new door she asks me 
where we should go." 

' 'What is the one thing you have to 
have in your life today?'' 

"A man." 
"No, other than that You need 

chicken soup so you can get life 
redemption. Fo~ the chitlins. Soup 
is the new soul food." 

"Should we go to Boston 
Market?'' 

"We better go now, tomorrow we 
may wake up and find it's turned into 
Bright Lights." 

"Don't rag on the idea of getting 
new lights to avoid SAD. I think it 
might work." 

"Maybe we should just put all 
those Halogen lamps into a new bar." 

''Why?" 
'1ben we'd have, of course ... " I 

know now that Janeane can finish 
my thought. 

''Of course, Bright Lights, Big 
City." She smiles. "Let's get some 
soul food." a 
Brighton resident Ken Capobianco is 
music writer for The TAB's Arts & 
More section. He writes a biweekl.y 
column about life in Allston-Brighton 
for The Allston-Brighton TAB. 
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We 're Expecting 
Our Newest Arrival On February 1. 

"For those who have experienced a 

small miracle," you realize the trials, 

tribulations, support and resources 

needed to raise small children. 

Now Community Newspaper 

Company brings you a publication .. 
that links you, your family and 

local businesses together in our 

newest publication, the Greater Boston Parent 

and Baby Journal. This publication is dedicated to local 

stories, you'll get advice from local experts and find local 

resources for parents of children ages 0-7. Watch for our 

,, 

J 0 U R N A L 

premiere edition of The Greater Boston Parent and Baby 

Journal on February 1 in more than 500 family friendly 

locations throughout the Greater Boston area. If you're 

interested in receiving the Parent and Baby Journal by 

mail each month, simply fill out the form below and pay 

only our postage costs . 

And watch for our Parent and Baby Website coming to 

www.townonline.com/parentandbaby in March. 

For advertising information contact your local sales 

representative or call 781-585-BABY! 

r-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 
D Yes' Start my One-year subscription to the Greater Boston 

• Parent and Baby Journal for only $12 (postage cost only). I COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
COMPANY 

www.townonline.com 

City _______________ State _________ .Zip-------------

Phone E-mail ------------------ --------------------
Number of Children ------------- Date of Birth ________________ _ 

Would you be interested in receiving Parent and Baby Journal email newsletters? 0 yes Ono 

.. Please make checks payable to Community Newspaper Company . 

Mail to: Greater Boston Parent and Baby Journal, PO Box 9113, Needham, MA 02494-9113 

I 
I 
I 
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