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Trouble at Taft 

Television trucks set up camp outside Brighton's Taft Middle School Friday 
after police charged an 8th-grader with planning to set the school on fire. See 
story on Page 3. 

Police bust off ·campus partyers 
A flurry of neighborhood disturbances tests zero-tolerance policy 
By Debra Goldstein 
TAB Staff Writer . 

A 20-year-old Boston College 
student was found passed 
out in the third-floor bed

room of a Brighton house on 
Sunday, Nov. 8, after Boston 
Police searched the home during 
a late-night party. The party was 
one of several police broke up 
during a raucous November near 
the Boston College campus. 

As police arrested 16 young 
adults at five incidents during the 
weekend of Nov. 13-15, the 
District 14 Police Department's 
response and that of Boston 

College officials reflected a crack
down on underage drinking and 
neighborhood disturbances. A zero
tolerance policy instigated by 
Boston Police Capt. William Evans 
at District 14 has resulted in a 
decrease of noise complaints from 
residents and an increase in arrests. 

But police said this recent flur
ry of incidents - particularly 
finding an underage student 
unconscious after a night of 
drinking - is an ominous sign. 

"We could have had another 
MIT incident on our hands," said 
District 14 Police Station Captain 
William Evans referring to an 

underage student who had died of 
alcohol poisoning after a night of 
drinking at a Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology fraternity 
house last fall. 

"If that poor girl didn't get the 
attention, who knows what would 
have happened," said Evans. "It's 
that sort of problem we're trying 
to avoid." 

According to reports, the stu
dent refused an off er of trans
portation to a hospital or the cam
pus infirmary, and was left in the 
care of her boyfriend who had 
returned to the house while police 
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Holidays put volunteers in overdrive 
Kitchens, food *~ . 
agencies gear up 
for winter rush 
By Debra Goldstein 
TAB Staff Writer 

T he Allston Brighton Food 
Pantry is one of many local 
organizations serving up 

Thanksgiving to hundreds of people 
in search of the holiday spirit. And 
there are plenty of people in 
Allston-Brighton in need of a help
ing hand. 

Volunteers have given out close to 
1,000 food baskets with a week's 
worth of food and all the fixings for 
Thanksgiving - including about 
500 frozen turkeys. The recipients 
ranged from working families with , 
young children who depend on pub
lic assistance to singles surviving on 
government disability support. In 
addition, the pantry's weekly com
munity supper will feature a free 
turkey meal this Wednesday night. 

Organizations providing food to 
hungry families in the United States 
hit their busiest season during 
November and December. In addi
tion, the looming threat that many 
families will lose public assistance 
benefits as early as Dec. 1 due to the 
Welfare Reform Act is driving 
demand for help even higher. 

Volunteers at the Allston-Brighton Food Pantry will serve up a free Thanksgiving dinner on Wednesday night. 

The community that depends on 
the Allston Brighton Food Pantry is 
no exception. 

Thanksgiving and Christmas spur 
more people to donate to food 
banks, which is fortunate because 

there is also always an increase in 
people in need of help around the 
holidays, according to food pantry 
officials. Demand for food also 
increases every year, said Greater 
Boston Food Bank president 

Catherine D' Amato. 
''We're seeing almost a 20 percent 

increase in distribution and demand 
since last year," said D' Amato. 

The Greater Boston Food Bank 
spent last week distributing 14,000-

Gifts J or the body, mind and spirit Annual 
Gift Guide special 

16,000 turkeys to agencies through
out Eastern Massachusetts, said 
D' Amato. Two-thirds of the people 
they serve are women and children. 
The Allston-Brighton Food Pantry 
was given its turkeys by a different 

food distribution organization called 
Project Bread. 

''Thanksgiving clearly is the food 
holiday for all people. It really cuts 
across all religions and all ethnici-
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begins Nov. 25' See info inside for drop site near you. 
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Share your favorite 
holiday memorie,e e 
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Community New$pdper Company will celebrate the local spirit of the 
holidays through the stories of our readers, young and old. We are now 
soliciting our readers' ~en1jments and{etIJe~brances about the holiday 
season .. All etttries wiltbe.,eligible for prizes, and winners will be published 
in our special Hom:far tbe Holidays eaition. 
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A DIFFERENCE ™THE.COMMUNITY 
Share with us tl;e local;erson or group who most embodies the spirit of the holidays. 
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OFFICIAL RULES: Relatives and employees of Community Newspaper 
Comp~y are not eligible to participate. Stories should be no more that). 300 words 
in length. Only one enp:y per person, per theme. A panel from the CNC e~torial 
department will judge the entries. All winners are final. Entries must be made by 
posted deadline to be eligible. Stories sent to CNC become property of the 
newspaper and cannot be returned. 
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-
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Submit your favorite story in one of the specified categories to: 

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS PROMOTION 
TAB COMMUNITYNEWSPAPERS 

P. 0. BOX 9112, Needham, MA 02492-9112 • Or e-mail your entry to tlernire@cnc.com 
(Please include your name, address and phone number) 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP: 

PHONE: 

Winners will be announced in the special edition of December 19. 

Entries must be postmarked by December 7, 1998 and become property of Community Newspaper Company. 

Thank you and Happy Holidays! 
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Taft fire 
plot leads 
to arrests 
Three students suspected 
of planning to bum down 
school 

By Judy Wasserman 
TAB Correspondent 

T he alleged ringleader of a plot to 
set fire to Taft Middle School was 
scheduled to be arraigned la8t 
Friday afternoon, Nov. 20, in 

Boston Juvenile Court. 
The 13-year-old Dorchester youth was 

arrested Thursday, Nov. 19, at Edison Middle 
School and charged with attempted arson and 
threatening to bum a building. 

Boston Police District 14 Capt. William 
Evans said complaints are also being sought 
against two other students. 

"All is under control," said Evans. ''This 
was an isolated This house on Englewood A venue is part of a community that residents want recognized for its architectural significance. 
incident.'' 

He said parents 
should be reas
sured that their 
children are safe in 
school. 

''All is under 
control. This Historic-district designations get the nod 

In a letter to par
ents Friday, Taft 
Principal Irene 
McCarthy also 
reassured parents 
that "all is safe." 
Because the case is 
under investiga-

was an isolated 
incident." 

Boston Police District 

I 4 Capt. William Evans 

tion, she could not comment further. 
Last Wednesday, Taft administrators 

infonned police that· they had uncovered a 
p\ot to harm the school. District 14 Sgt. 
Thomas Craven and Detective Paul Mahoney 
"initiated an investigation immediately," iden
tified the students involved and made the 
arrest Thursday. The alleged ringleader was 
arrested at Edison, where he had been trans
ferred this year after disciplinary problems at 
Taft last year. 

Evans said the students planned to leave a 
door to the school's basement open and "do 
damage to the school." 

Taft administrators took action on 
Wednesday after several students came for
ward to report that they had heard about the 
plot from friends. McCarthy said it was "a 
positive thing" that students had spoken up 
and showed concern for everyone's safety. 

School officials "were extremely proud of 
the students who came forward - at some 
risk to themselves," said Boston Public 
Schools spokeswoman Gretchen O'Neill, who 
added that the action of the alleged ringleader 
is "an expellable offense." 

The upcoming Multi-Cultural Fair will still 
be held on Monday and Tuesday, Nov. 23 and 
24, at the school, according to McCarthy. 
Additional support staff, including guidance 
counselors and school psychologists, will be 
at Taft on Monday, she said. 0 

Aberdeen property owners 
want neighborhood on 
national, state lists 

By Debra Goldstein 
TAB Staff Writer 

S ome Brighton property owners have 
told the city to go ahead and seek 
national and state historic designa

tions for their Aberdeen neighborhood. 
Through a show of hands, about 100 own

ers voted almost unanimous! y at a public 
hearing last Wednesday night to pursue des
ignating the Aberdeen neighborhood, located 
between Beacon Street and Commonwealth 
Avenue, as a National Register District and 
an Architectural Conservation District. 

The Aberdeen & Reservoir Civic 
Association and the Brighton Allston 
Historical Society hosted the Nov. 18 meeting 
in the Brighton High School auditorium, · 
where officials from the Boston Landmarks 
Commission outlined the two historic preser
vation options available to the community. 
The meeting had been well publicized. The 
Landmarks Commission mailed invitations to 
2,400 property owners in the district, and 
neighborhood activists posted flyers that 
announced the meeting. 

Attendees attributed the low turnout pri
marily to the large number of absentee land
lords in Aberdeen. 

If the neighborhood were to be accepted 
as a National Register District, Aberdeen 
buildings would be placed on a national list 
of historic properties worthy of preservation. 
The purpose is to promote pride in a neigh
borhood's historic character, and make infor
mation about historic building rehabilitation 
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and preservation practices more easily avail
able to property owners. The designation 
restricts renovation projects that use state or 
federal money, but not those that are private
ly funded. It also provides a tax credit for 
rental property owners if they undertake the 
rehabilitation of their historic buildings. 

"The philosophy behind 
the program is that most 
homeowners want to do 

the right thing." 

Maura FitzPatrick 

A building has to be older than 50 years to 
be included in the designation. 

"The philosophy behind the program is 
that most homeowners want to do the right 
thing," said Maura FitzPatrick, an architec
tural historian from the Boston Landmarks 
Commission. "It's just getting the informa
tion out there." 

The goal of the architectural designation, 
which, as written by state enabling legisla
tion is approved locally, is also to promote 
neighborhood pride. But it also places spe
cific restrictions on construction and renova
tion projects. During the application process~ 
the community itself decides what those 
restrictions are, Boston Landmarks 
Commission Executive Director Ellen 
Lipsey said. Any building projects, from 
minor renovations to major alterations, 
would need to be reviewed by a preservation 

commission. 
The earliest the Boston Landmarks 

Commission can begin the application 
process to make Aberdeen a National 
Register District is July 2000 because there 
is another community in line to apply for 
that designation. It takes a full year to apply 
for and receive the title, and the commission 
can only apply for one neighborhood at a 
time. 

One requirement is that 51 percent of the 
property owners in the area must support the 
designation. They are notified about the pro
posal with a mailing that includes a mail-in 
rep1y card. In order to stop the process, 51 
percent of the homeowners would have to 
indicate on the card that they do not want 
the listing. 

"The National Register is actually harm
less to property owners," said Eva Webster, 
president of the Aberdeen & Reservoir Civic 
Association. 

The Architectural Conservation District 
designation is much more difficult to obtain, 
according to Lipsey. "There has to be the 
will and the heart to call upon people to do 
this," she said. "It's extremely important that 
there is political support." 

Both City Councilor Brian Honan and 
state Representative-elect Brian Golden 
expressed strong support for obtaining a his
torical designation in Aberdeen. 

"At this time I look forward to taking as 
significant a role as possible, reflecting the 
interests of the community," said Golden. 

To begin the process of obtaining an 
Architectural Conservation District designa
tion, 10 registered Boston voters have to 
sign a historic district petition and submit it 
to the Boston Landmarks Commission. At 
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·The Governor of Gardner 

Gardner Elementary School fifth grader Pedro Cruz was elected gov~mor of the school 
by his classmates. He pledged during his campaign to not make any promises be cannot 
keep. 

Christmas 
Trees 

• Balsam • Scotch Pine 
• Douglas Fir • Frasier Pine 
• Noble Fir • White Pine 

Roping 
• White Pine • Juniper 
• Balsam • Princess Pine 
• Mixed Western Greens 

• Boxwood • Laurel 
• Balsam & White Pine Mix 

Poinsettias 
Unusual and exciting 

new varieties of 
tif 

Poinsettias and Cyclamen~1 

in all sizes 

Principal Catalina Montes to coin
cide with the actual election. 

Boston College student teachers 

Elementary students 
elect peer thfough . 
election education 
project 

By Judy Wassennan 
TAB Car-respondent 

· Josh Vadala and John Breslin 
worked with the students, teaching 
them about the election process in 
the United States, and then getting 
them involved. 

P aul Cellucci isn't the only 
governor in Massachusetts. 
We have one right here in 

Allston-Brighton, and his name is 
Ped!o Cruz. 

Cruz was elected "governor" by 
fourth and fifth graders at the 
Gardner Elementary School on Nov. 
3,"the same day as the state and 
national elections. Representing the 
Fifth Grade Party, he bested 
Kathleen Tran, the Fourth Grade 
Party candidate, in the school's gen
eral election, where about 120 "vot
ers" went to the polls. 

As runner-up, Kathleen now 
serves as Gardner's "lieutenant gov-
ernor." . 

During the campaign, Cruz, 10, 
said he woµld not make promises he 
wasn't sure he cou1d keep. Instead, 
he promised in his primary election 
speech to "try my best to make this 
school better. I will also try to get • 
better books so that students can 
learn better." 

In fact, he and all the fourth and 
fifth graders learned quite a bit 
about the American political system 
during the school's election cam
paign, which was initiated by 

"It's important for the students to 
be part of the process and to under
stand it," said Vadala. "We wanted 
to make it as real as possible for 
them" 

In addition to talking about the 
real gubernatorial candidates, 
Cellucci and Scott Harshbarger, "we 
tried to emphasize that there are 
really no bad candidates," said 
Breslin. "Both want to do a good 
job for the state or, in this case, the 
school." 

Cruz, a South End resident, has 
already had an opportunity to 
accomplish good things for the 
school. He usually meets with 
Principal Montes once a week, and 
when he sees her in the hallway he 
makes suggestions or reports on 
potential problems. 

For example, after some students 
recently told him about a play
ground problem, he reported it to 
Montes. In line with one of his cam
paign promises - to stop violence 
- he recently tried to stop students 
from arguing on the bus. When they 
didn't listen to him, he reported the 
incident to Montes. 

"I don't want anyone to get hurt," 
said Cruz, whose campaign motto 
was CRUZ: Credible, Responsible, 

HEAD 

BUNCH 

........... 29¢ 

~ttuce; 79¢ HEAD 

......... 69¢ lb. 

·-

Untouchable, Zealous. 
During the Gardner campaign, 

Cruz weathered an eight-candidate 
primary, and several speeches. He 
admitted he was nervous about giv
ing the speeches, which he wrote 
himself. But one of the things he 
liked best_ about running for office 
was when "I finished my speech, 
everyone clapped so loud. I was 
ha"ppy." 

Cruz, who has been a student at 
Gardner since kindergarten, said he 
would consider running for office in 
real life. When he grows up, though, 
he would really like to be either a 
cartoonist (he loves to draw), or 
play baseball (as a center-fielder). 

Cruz, whose favorite subjects in 
school are art and history, said his 
family was "very happy" about his 
win. His mother brought a cake to 
school for his victory party in his 
classroom, Michaeline 
MacDonald's fifth grade. 

Pedro has three brothers: Jose, 12, 
a student at Edison Middle School; 
Steven, 7, a Gardner student; and 
Jazmany, 3. 

Montes emphasized that it is 
important for students "to experi
ence and understand the election 
process." Noting that the students 
also researched the real candidates, 
she s~d Gardner will likely conduct 
similar elections whenever there are 
major state or national elections. 

Vadala said representatives from 
each of the four fourth grades and 
each of the four fifth grades were 
elected to run in the primary, which 
was held in each classroom. The 
two top vote-getters, Cruz and Tran, 
then ran in the genera] election, 
which took place in the auditorium. 

Breslin designed and printed 
secret ballots for both elections. 0 

Loan servicing scams are still making the 
rounds. 

It usually starts with an official-looking Jetter 
from a company that says it has recently 
purchased your loan from your present loan 
servicer. It instructs you to begin sending your 
mortgage payments to a new company address -
immediately. 

Since lenders really do transfer loan servicing 
arrangements from time to time, some 

Beware 
of 

loan servicing 
scams 

Kate 
Brasco 

householders do as they're told and send their 
payments to the new company. And they're 
cheated out of several payments before the real 
mortgage holder notifies them that it has not been 
getting its money. By then, the bogus company 
has pulled up stakes, the stolen money is gone, 
and the innocent homeowners have black marks 
on their credit records! 

Don't let this happen to you! When a loan is 
really transferred, the Mortgage Bankers 
Association says you will get an official "goodbye 
letter" from your present mortgage holder, saying 
that your mortgage will be serviced by a new 
company. The letter will name the new company, 
its address, and the name and phone number of a 
contact person. It should also specify when and 
where the next payment should be sent - well 
before your next payment is due. Only then does 
that "welcome" letter arrive from the new loan 
servicer. 

If this happens to you, and any aspect of 
either letter seems fishy, call your original lender. 
Don't let yourself be cheated! 

Kate Brasco is a Principal Realtor at 
CENTURY 21 Shawmut Properties in Brighton. If 
you have a question on a Real Estate related 
matter or need assistance, call Kate at 787-2121. 

--- - - ------
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November in Boston, 
I 

and . ~anta . is here 
to welcome to Macy's 
the seasOn' s good ·cheer! 
Santa Claus is arriving at Macy's Downtown Crossing on 

Friday, November 27. He'll be in his cozy workshop on the 5th floor with 

friends Eben the Bear and Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer! And that's not the only 

place you'll find Rudolph. See him in eleven animated windows along Summer Street

you can even bring him home as an adorable plush with a nose that lights up! So bring 

your k}.ds, bring your lists, brmg your holiday spirit-and come enjoy the beautiful sights 

and sounds as the world's largest store celebrates the season's splendor. 

{i\ For Santa's schedule information, 
t)\, & l /{'\ . 

~ }J(/ ~ "{> please call Macy's Santa . . 

~~ - ; Hotline: 617-357-3265. 

\ 

::~ But that isn't all! 
for more h~liday· dazzle, 
visit The Enchanted Village 

in Boston City Hall Plaza! 
To spread the cheer all over town, Macy's has donated 

The Enchanted Village to City Hall! Presented by the 

City of Boston and Mayor Thomas M. Menino, 

the village will be open to the public from \ * 
Sunday, November 22 through Sunday, 

January 3. For more information,-please 

\ call the Enchanted Village hotline at 

-r-~·., ,_ City Hall: 61 7 ·635·3689. 
,.,, 
>< 

' The Enctwnted Village A Fideli,., 
JS sponsored by ~~ lnwsi'ments• 

\I/ 

wsz;ro1~ 
-- every daj. 

OLDIES '@II' 
~~ 'SI 

----- ~ 
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Bank bandits hit Brighton branch 
At-large 'robbers 
wanted for as many 
. as 10 area holdups 

By David B. Caruso 
CNC Staff Writer 

A single gang of gun-toting, dis
guised bandits may be responsible 
for at least l 0 area bank robberies 

in the past five weeks, including an October 
holdup at a Brighton Fleet Bank branch on 
Birmingham Parkway. 

The crime wave has terri
fied bank customers and 

in recent weeks, the cases have become a top 
priority for the FBI's bank robbery task 
force. 

"We do have one or two teams of bank 
robbery suspects out there who are wearing 
some sort of Halloween masks to comrrilt 
robberies,"' FBI spokesman Peter Ginieres 
said. 

"As of yet we have not been able to make 
a connection between the robberies. Nor 
have we been able to identify any of the sus
pects involved,"' he said. 

So far, no one bas been hurt in the rob
beries. The thieves have made off with a few 

thousand dollars in stolen 
loot in each heist, and left lit

tellers in at least eight nearby 
towns, and left witnesses and 
security cameras baffled by 
an array of disguises. 

Phony black beards, blonde 
wigs and rubber masks have 
been the robbers' tools, along 
with a pair of semi-automatic 
pistols and a caravan of 
stolen getaway cars. · 

According to police 
reports, the group hit the 
Birmingham Parkway Fleet 
Bank branch on Oct. 28. A 
man wearing a black wig and 
mustache entered the bank at 
about 3: 15 p.m., said he had 

"They probably 
feel like they ar~ 
leading some sort 
of charmed life 
and that they 

aren't going to get 
caught. But they 
will be caught." 

tle physical evidence behind. 
Their disguises have been 

effective. Bank security cam
eras have photographed each 
robbery attempt, but pro
duced few images that clear
ly reveal the identity of the 
thieves. 

Small community-oriented 
banks and credit unions have 
been the prime targets for the 
thieves since early October. 
Other similarities seem to 
link the crimes. 

Peter Ginieres, FBI • Oct. 7: Two men wearing 
spokesman "old man" Halloween masks 

and carrying handguns rob a 
Brookline Savings Bank on 
West Roxbury Parkway. The 

a gun and demanded money. 
The man took an unspecified 
amount of money and fled the scene in a 
stolen 1998 Dodge Intrepid, according to 
Boston Police reports. 

Investigators say they cannot prove yet 
whether the robberies are the work of one 
gang or two or more competing groups. But 

men flee in a stolen van to a spot behind the 
bank, then abandon the van and the cash 
when a dye packet, hidden by a teller, 
explodes. 

• Oct. 20:·A Metropolitan Credit Union in 
Burlington is held up by a man wearing a 

__ ,, 
Crime spree 
A gang of thieves has donned masks, wigs, and fake beards to 
rob at least nine banks in two months. 

·~ 1. Oct. 7 3:15 p.m. Brookline Savings Bank, Brookline 
2. Oct. 20 3:48 p.m. Metropolitan Credit Union, Bu~ington 

·-q.< 3. Oct. 23 1:28 p.m. BankBoston, Watertown 
4. Oct. 23 3:15 p.m. Fleet Bank, Brighton 
5. Oct 28 3:45 p.m. MetroWest Bank, Needham 
6. Nov. 3 12:55 p.m. Metropolitan Credit Union, Bu~ington 
7. Nov.10 '3:00 p.m. US Trust, Natick 
8. Nov. 12 2:00 p.m. MetroWest Bank, Framingham 
9. Nov.12 3:00 p.m. Medford Savings Bank, Belmont 

phony black beard and a black wig. No 
weapon is shown during the robbery and 
witnesses do not see a getaway car. 

•Oct. 23: The robbers strike twice: In 
addition to the robbery in Brighton, the 
group first robbed a BankBoston in 
Watertown. A man wearing a long, black, 
curly wig and a baseball ·cap was responsible 
for both robberies. In Watertown, the thieves 
get away in a stolen blue Oldsmobile, later 
found in Waltham. 

•Oct. 28: A man fitting the same descrip
tion, wearing the same black beard ·and wig, 
robs a Metro West Bank branch on Highland 

Avenue in Needham, making off with 
$4,300. He and a partner abandon their get
away car, stolen from Westwood, a few 
blocks from the bank. 

•Nov. 3: Burlington's Metropolitan Credit 
Union is robbed again, this time by a man 
wearing a Santa Claus wig and a flowing 
white beard. Again, no weapon is shown. A 
stolen Buick believed to be the getaway car 
is found nearby. ·. 

• Nov. 10: Two armed men rob a US Trust 
branch on Route 9 in Natick. One wears a 
blonde wig. Police find a stolen car idling 
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THE 
ULTIMATE IN 

. CASUAL DINING 
SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET 

(Over 15 items) $6.95 
Served From 10:30am-12:30pm During NFL Sundays 

EARLY BIRD ·SPECIALS S&.95 
Choose from Marinated Tips, Baked Scrod, 

Fried Scallops and more. 
Specials include garden salad, potato and coffee 

Served Mon-Fri l 1:30am-7pm 
Senior citizens receive an additional 10% off 

LUNCH SPECIALS 
Starling at $3.95 

Choose from Roast Beef, Hamburgers, 
Chicken Teriyaki and many more items. 

• Swordfish Kabob $4.99 
Lunch Specials served 11:30am-4:00pm 

: NIGHTLY SPECIALS 
Monday Night Football 

Halftime raffle, Patriot Cheerleaders 
Tuesday 

Everything on the menu $9.95 or less 
Wednesday 

Two for One Fajitas 
Thursday 

Boneless Buffalo Wings & 16 oz Beer $6.95 
Friday & Saturday 

Prime Rib $8.95 
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Bank surveillance cameras captured this image of a suspected robber during 
a-two month crime spree. 

Bank responds to robberies 
with tightened security 
BANK, from page 6 
nearby. 

• Nov. 12: A robber wearing a 
Santa Claus wig and whiskers 
strikes at a Metro West Bank on 
Route 9 in Framingham. Witnesses 
report seeing a light blue 
Oldsmobile leaving the scene of the 
crime, but police find a stolen black 
Cadillac abandoned with its engine 
running less than 100 yards from 
the bank. 

An hour later, Santa struck again 
at a Medford Savings Bank in 
Belmont, taking $4,368 before flee
ing in a light blue Oldsmobile. 
Police find the car a short distance 
away at an animal hospital. The 
robber carried a pistol in the second 
robbery. 

•Nov. 16: A single robber 
disguised with a bushy fake 
beard and a black wig burst into 
a BankBoston branch in Newton 
at 2:06 p.m., waved a pistol and 
demanded money from a teller, 
Newton police said. He got away 
with several thousand dollars 
stuffed into a plastic bag before 
police arrived, speeding away in 
a car driven by an accomplice. 

No one was injured. Police recov
ered a stolen getaway car less than 
a block from the bank in Newton 
Comer. The light blue 1983 
Oldsmobile Cutlass was still run
ning, but there was no sign of the 
thieves inside. 

The FBI is also investigating 
connections to seven other late 
September, early October robberies 
in Bost<;m, Hyde Park, Stoneham, 
Duxbury and Dorchester, where 
three men wearing Ronald Reagan 
masks robbed a credit union run by 
the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers. 

Banks throughout the area have 
tightened security over the past few 
days. Police are hoping to catch the 
men in the act, but want to avoid a 
situation where the men are trapped 
in a bank and take hostages. 

''These armed and masked ban
dits have really very narrowly 
escaped from being captured on a 
number of occasions," Ginieris 
said. "They probably feel like they 
are leading some sort of charmed 
life and that they aren't going to 
get caught. But they will be 
caught." 0 

IN BRIEF 

Christmas bazaar is Dec. 5 
An annual Christmas bazaar is 
scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 5, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Our Lady of the 
Presentation School, 634 
Washington St., Brighton. There will 
beraffles,garnes,crafts,decorated 
wreaths, white elephant items, a 
silent auction, lunch, and photos 
with Santa. 

Because Presentation School is 
celebrating its 75th anniversary, 
anniversary ornaments and T-shirts 
will also be available. 

Call 782-8670 for information. 

PHONE: 
617-734-7900 

Book discussion 
group meets 
The next book for discussion at the 
Brighton Branch Library will be 
"The Horse Whisperer" by 
Nicholas Evans. The library's book 
discussion group will meet to talk 
about this work at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday Dec. 3. · 

Copies of ''The Horse Whisperer'' 
are available at the branch, 40 
Academy Hill Road. New members 
are welcome. 

For more information, call 782-
6032. 

~OMNIPOINI. OAM' Wireless Services 
100% Digital. 0% Hassle." Authorized Deafer 
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Law Offices of 

Gilbert R. Hoy, Jr. 
850 Boylston Street, Suite 31 6A 

Chestnut Hill, MA 02167 

Concentrating in All {\spects of 

PERSONAL INJURY LAW 
(617) 277-6767 

~E CONSULTATION. 

No FEE UNLESS SuccEssFuL. 

AVAILABLE ON EVENINGS 

AND WEEKENDS. 

HOME APPOINTMENTS. 

"A Lawyer Dedicated to Results 
and Client Service." 

Go Prepaid! -
With no annual contract 
or credit check, what 
could he easier? 

Start talking today 
with Sprint PCS.* 

t 

Clear Digital Sprint PCS Phone"" 
by Samsung• 
•The only 100% digital, 100% PCS nationwide network 
• Voicemail, Caller ID and 3-Way Calling available 
• Flip-style cover protects keypad while not in use 
• 2 hours talk time, 20 hours standby 

~Sprint Sprint Pcs· 

sprin1PcsPtionebySamsung ® The Sprint Store At 
(m<XlelSCH-1~.#17-2215) RadioShack. 

*Off~10god>¢bf<1ron~hn~ craal~/orice not available at all stores. Please inouire. Offers not available where orohibited bv law. Restrictions aoolv. 
tAll offers subject to credit approval. Offer/price not available at all stores. Please inquire. Offers not available where prohibited by low. 
Restrictions apply See printed material in store for details. 

THE JETSONS and all related characters and elements are trademarks of Hanna-Barbera ©1998. CARTOON NETWORK and logo are trademarks of Cartooo Network, Inc ©1998. 

INVESTIGATE OUR PRE· 
PAID OP110tl FOR 

CEU.ULARJPCS SERVICE 
WEARE THE BAITERY SPECIALISTS 

The new ;1000:" 

NEXrEL: 
AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 

1641 Beacon Street • BROOKLINE (Washington Square) • Mon-"WeJ 9am-6pm, Thu & Fri. 9am-9pm, Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 12-5pm 

- -------~---------
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Board of Trade 
party set for Dec. 9 
Community members are invited to 
attend a holiday dinner hosted by 
the Allston Board of Trade. The 
buffet dinner will be held at The 
Kells Restaurant and Pub, 161 
Brighton Ave. in Allston, on 
Wednesday, Dec. 9 at 6 p.m. 

The cost is $10.95 per person, 
which includes a gratuity. Make 
checks payable to the Allston 
Board of Trade. 

RSVP to Jean Woods at 783-
2900 or mail a check with your 
name, organization, address and 
phone number to: Allston Board of 
Trade, PO. Box 334, Allston, MA 
02134. 

Tolman posts Brighton 
off ice hours 
State Sen. Warren Tolman (D
Watertown) will hold office hours 
Thursday, Dec. 3, from 5 to 6:30 
p.m. at the Boston Public Library's 
Academy Hill Branch at 40 
Academy Hill Road in Brighton. 

A member of Tolman's staff will 
be available to meet with residents. 

History lectures highlight 
a house, a holiday 
The Brighton Allston Historical 
Society is hosting a series of free, 
public lectures and slide shows. 

A presentation about ''The 
Prescott House, from Federalist 
House to House Museum," will be 
held Thursday, Dec. 10, at 6:30 
p.m. at the Boston Public Library's 
Academy Hill Branch at 40 
Academy Hill Road in Brighton. 

Anne Von Rosenberg, who is chair
woman of the Prescott House 
Docent Committee, will be the fea
tured speaker. 

A second presentation featuring 
Christmas dining rituals, table dec
orations and special holiday foods 
will be held Dec. 17 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Brighton Evangelical Church at 
404 Washington St. in Brighton. 
The talk, titled "Plum Pudding for 
All, All Victorian Christmas 
Feasting," will be presented by 
Professor Susan Williams of 
Fitchburg Community College. 

Learn the Web 
Adult patrons are invited to find 
out about business, travel, e-mail 
and more during monthly Web 
workshops at the Faneuil Branch 
Library at 419 Faneuil St. in 
Brighton. 

The next workshop is Thursday, 
Dec. 3, at 6:30 p.m. It will offer 
Web site analysis, tips on searching 
the World Wide Web and hands-on 
practice on various current topics. 
This month's workshop will also 
feature "cool sites for cool kids and 
their grown-ups." 

All workshops are free and open 
to the public on a first-come first
served basis. Groups cannot be 
accommodated. For more informa
tion, call the Faneuil Branch 
Library at 782-6705. 

Polish your English 
Adults for whom English is a sec
ond language are invited to expand 
their language skills by participat
ing in an ongoing English as a 
Second Language conversation 

1 , j ~ • I ii I www.townonline.com/allstonbrighton 
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Hawes honored 

The R.E. Hawes MedicaJ Building at Brighton Marine Health Center on Warren Street was dedicated to Colonel Robert E. 
Hawes (left), the institution's chairman and president, in a ceremony last Friday. Hawes was responsible for the creation of 
Brighton Marine Health Center in 1981. 

group. The group will meet four 
times a week in December at the 
Academy Hill Branch of the 
Boston Public Library. The branch 
is located at 40 Academy Hill Road 
in Brighton. 

Groups meet Mondays from 6 to 
7:30 p.m., and Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings, 
from 10 to 11 :30. 

Volunteer English-speaking 
tutors facilitate the sessions, which 

are fr~e and open to the public. 
New members are always wel
come. Preregistration is not 
required. 

For more information, call the 
IN BRIEF, page 9 

Thank you to all who made the Second Annual Tim White All-Bright SK Challenge & 2 Mile Fun Walk an overwhelming 
success. This year $20,350.00 was donated to the Children's Hospital Down Syndrome Program, which provides children and 

adults with Down Syndrome the tools and knowledge to live productive, fulfilling lives within their communities. 

G 0 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Special Thanks to: 
The Tim White All-Bright SK Challenge Committee & Volunteers 

Reebok 
Three Twins Productions 

Pepsi Co 
***The Model Cafe*** 

L D 

******** 
The Green Briar Restaurant & Pub 

Peoples Federal Savings Bank 
********* 

s p 0 

Mayor Thomas Menino 
·Brighton Travel 
Boston Volvo Village/Boston Toyota 
***The Stockyard Restaurant*** 

N s 0 R 

, l 

s 
••••••••••••••••••••••• **************************** ********************** *********************** ******************************** 

Harvard University 
The White Family 

Giacomo's Restaurant 
D.C. Mechanical Inc. 

Roche Bros. 
Ellas Video 

Sheriff Richard Rouse 

The Common Ground 

********~~***** 
Famous Pizza 

CVS 
Boston College 
Home Supply 

Salon44 
Crystal Travel 
Molly Darcy's 

Carlos Cucina Italiana 
No Name Restaurant 

Stop & Sh~p 
Jimmy Clark , 

Congressman Mike Capuano 
Roggies Brew & Grille 

T's Pub 
Seaport Bar & Grill 

Ray Flynn 
DJ Steve Deluca 

Hoarty Tree & Landscape 
City Counselor, Brian Honan 

****~***~********** Boston University 
.Hobart Plumbing & Heating 

The Plymouth Rock Foundation 
Pie-a-Pasta 

Evergreen Travel 
Amrheins Restaurant 

Molly Darcy's 
Legal Seafood 

/ Ozma Hair Design 
Johnny D's Fruit & Produce 

MVP ~ports 

McDermott Realty 
The Murray Group Inc. 

The Kells of Boston. 
Ocean State Tire Co., Inc. 

F 

Wing's Express 
KiKi' s K wik Mart 

Neary Painting 
The Laundry Emporium 

R I E N D 
Ashworth Inc. 

Fitzpatrick Real Estate 
Julia's Restaurant 

Corrib Pub & Restaurant 
Cafe Porto Bello 

Boston Beer Garden 
Seapoint Restaurant 

Sawin Florist 
Star Market 

EastSide Hair Salon 
Leaming Express 

s 

Michael Moran 
Unique Hair Etc. 

KINKOS, Govt Center 
The Siino Family 
The Irish Village 
Design By Ryan 

Represenative, Kevin Honan 
McNamara Funeral Home 

J&K Auto Body Inc. 
Brighton Upholstery Co.,lnc 

The Association 
Portobello Bistro 

Buffs Pub 
Back Bay Restaurant Grp 

Finian's Restaurant 
Venetian Hair Salon 

Pasta Del Palato 
Boston College Bookstore 

The Perfect Present 

Brighton Lodge of Elks #2199 
Last Drop/White Horse Tavern 

Brian Golden - State Representative 
Tobin Landscaping & Excavating Corp. 

BC Neighborhood Center 
Kelly Cronin, Production Services 

On the Square Realty 

******************* 
Neary Plumbing & Heating 

**""***************** Lehman & Reen Funeral Home 
Frederick Donovan, Esquire 

VH Framing Etc. 
Minihane's Flower & Garden Shop 

Eastern Mountain Sports 
Palace Spa 

Spirit of Boston 
New England Patriots 

Boston Red Sox 
World Trade Center 
Sturgis Dry Cleaners 
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FROM PAGES 
Brighton Branch Library at 
782-6032. . 

Homework assistance 
is available 
The Shiebler Homework 
Assistance Program will pair pri
mary and middle school students 
with mentors at the Brighton 
Branch Library, as well as seven 
other neighborhood branches of the 
Boston Public Library. 

The program is designed to bring 
together academically successful 
high school students, college stu- · 
dents and other adult volunteers to 
serve as homework mentors for 
students in grades 3 through 8. A 
grant of $100,000 from Putnam 
Investments is paying for the pro
gram. 

Homework assistance will be 
provided Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 3 to 4:30 p.m. 
for a total of three hours per week. 
· Boston Public Library librarians 

will oversee the program and pro
vide reference and library instruc
tion to ensure each participant 
learns the value of the library's 
resources and begins to develop 
research skills. The library will set 
aside an area equipped with a mini
reference shelf, subject-specific 
workbooks, educational games and 
software and other learning tools as 
needed. 

Students in grades 3 through 8 
who are interested in participating 
in the program should contact 
Madeline Amorosi at the Brighton 
Branch Library at 782-6032. Those 
interested in becoming homework 
mentors should contact Amorosi or 
Homework Assistance Program 
Coordinator Karen Duff at 436-
8214. 

New site opens for 
after-school child care 
The Allston-Brighton YMCA has 
opened a new after-school child
care site at the Winship School on 
Dighton Street in Brighton Center. 

The service operates Monday 
through Friday from 2:20 to 6 p.m. 
during the school year. The center 
serves children from 5 through 11 
years old and offers help with 
homework, supervised games and 
play activities. The YMCA staff is 
trained and experienced in provid~ 
ing service to children of all ages, 
abilities and backgrounds. 

The cost is $68 per week and 
financial assistance is available. 

For more information, or to 
enroll you child, call 782-3535. 

Job-listing Web 
site is launched 
Allston Village Main Streets, in 
cooperation with Brighton Main 
Streets and the Allston Brighton 
Community Development 
Corporation, has launched a local 
job-listing Web site, www.all
stonvillage.com/allbrightjobs. 

The sites job listings cover the 
two Main Street districts as· well as 
the other areas of Allston and 
Brighton. Listings are free. 

In a written statement, Allston 
Vi11age Main Streets Director 
Jennifer Rose said: "Many small 
businesses are unable to afford to 
advertise for available positions. 
This will give them access to a 
large pool of potential applicants. 
And because many local businesses 
have special needs - particularly 
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to do outreach to those constituen
cies, through employment and 
social service agencies as well as 
area colleges. Our goal is also to 
provide jobs for local residents, 
which is another way of strength
ening neighborhood commercial 
districts." 

The site is part of Allston Village 
Main Streets' promotional Web 
site, www.allstonvillage.com, 
which lists local businesses and 

resources. Interactive Promotions, 
an Allston Village business, devel
oped the site. 

Allston Village Main Streets is a 
community-based public-private 
partnership. Its purpose is to revi
talize the Allston commercial dis
trict through design, promotion, 
economic restructuring and organi
zation. For more information, call 
254-7564 or e-mail avmainst@all
stonvillage.com. 

• 

ANN~'s 
\AQu~~iA 
Burritos & Tacos To Go/ 

Open Everyday 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
1412 Beacon St. 739-7300 
446 Harvard St. 277-7111 

I've been all around the 
block. And now I'm just 
around the comer. 
When it comes to community banking in the Allston-Brighton 
area, you could say Bob Hill has, been around. And now hes 

right around the comer, at Peoples Federal Savings Bank. 
Bob - a Brighton native - began his career three decades 

ago at Brighton Co-op, which then became Greater Boston 

Bank, which was later taken over by Grove Bank, which recently 
turned int.o Citizens Bank. 

But the game of musical chairs is over, and now Bob is 

pleased to be firmly planted right in the heart of the community 
banking scene as a Peoples Customer Service Representative. 

"People like the idea that I'm here, and that they know 
where to find me," he says of those former customers and 
friends who have beaten a path to his new door. 

Working with the public over the years has earned Bob 
Hill an outstanding reputation for commitment to personal 
service and individual attention. 

"You have to take care of customers," he 
stresses. "Thats what I'm here for - to help them. 
Banking is a service business. When you don't 
provide your customers with service, you're 
missing the point." 

PeotJles 
Federal Savings Bank 
229 North Harvard Street, Allston 
435 Market Street, Brighton 
1905 Centre Street, West Roxbury 

(617) 254-0707 

www.pfsb.com 

Member FDIC 

- Bob Hill 
Customer Service Representative 

• 

.. . 
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Lawsuit shouid not deter 
domestic partner benefits 
M ayor Thomas Menino's long-awaited executive order on 

domestic partnership is being challenged in Suffolk 
County Superior court this week. But a lawsuit filed by 

an outside fringe group - the American Center for Law and Justice -
for l 2 Boston residents should not stop efforts in Massachusetts to 
extepd such benefits to state employees as well. Nor should it hinder 
the city's attempts at treating all of its employees fairly. The outside 
group's position that gay and lesbian people do not deserve equal pay 
and_equal compensation for equal work is out of step with the main
stream of Boston, the commonwealth and the country. 

In the city of Boston, attempts to extend health benefits to the domes
tic partners of lesbian and gay city employees has been bandied about 
for most of the decade. First it was at the City Council, then it became a 
home-rule petition in the legislature. Then House of Representatives 
Speaker Thomas Finneran slowed it down, but eventually it was 
passed, only to have then-acting Gov. Paul Cellucci veto it Finally, 
Menino made an executive order and the benefits were offered. 

Not offering the benefits is discriminating against people. City offi
cials took the steps necessary to change that. Since the executive order, 
49 employees have applied for the benefits, which are offered to all 
unmarried employees, heterosexuals included. 

A recent national poll shows that 61 percent of Americans support 
offering health-care benefits to gay and lesbian domestic partners. That 
poll was conducted for the Human Rights Campaign by Democratic 
and Republican pollsters, and the results were released last week. 

But the national organization suing Boston on behalf of 12 people, 
which is also suing the cities of New York and San Francisco, has dif
ferent ideas. The organization's argument is that domestic partnership is 
not recognized under state law as a marital status. Although Amherst, 
Brookline, Northampton, Springfield and Provincetown provide similar 
benefits, only Boston is being sued. 

Massachusetts' attorney general supports the mayor's order and treat
ing all employees equally. The state legislature supports extending the 
benefits to Boston employees. Even Cellucci, who vetoed the city's 
home-rule petition because it included heterosexual couples as well, has 
said he supported extending health benefits to gay and lesbian employ
ees' partners. But 12 people do not believe gay and lesbian employees' 
domestic partners deserve the same health benefits as their married het
erosexual counterparts. 

If those 12 people are successful with their lawsuit, some believe it 
could lead to a domino effect of cities being forced· to repeal their bene
fits. On the contrary, the lawsuit is a signal to city officials to stand 
strong in their belief in treating all municipal employees fairly. 
Likewise, it is a signal for the state Senate and House of 
Representatives to give the municipalities the legal support they need to 
treat all employees fairly, in the form of statewide domestic partnership 
legislation. 
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OPINION 

SPEAK-OUT! 

Proud of Honan 
How proud I am. How proud all of 
us in Brighton are that Kevin 
Honan is our state Representative. 
That was especially evident last 
Tuesday at the Jackson Mann 
Community Center where Kevin 
was one of the listeners of testimo
ny of support of community educa
tion and more state appropriations 
to support children. Honan has 
always had a clear and strong voice 
in support of families and support 
of children and in support of his 
community and of communities 
across the commonwealth. We're 
lucky to have him and we' re proud 
of the job he is doing. 

Why does Allston-Brighton care 
about Dan Conley and Maura 
Hennigan. We want to know about 
Allston-Brighton. We don't care 
about the other parts of the city. It 
seems like he's reaching to find 

something to write about. Maybe if 
he took a look at what happens in 
Allston-Brighton, he would find 
something to write about instead of 
having to go to West Roxbury and 
Hyde Park. 

Who cares about 
West Roxbury? 
I just finished reading the TAB this 
week and I have a comment 
regarding Jeff Ousbome's column. 

SPEAK OUT! 

Senator vows to stick to issues 
I wanted to take this opportunity to thank the voters 
of the Middlesex and Suffolk Senate district for 
their overwhelming show of support for my candi
dacy. I am honored to be able to serve as your 
state Senator and will continue to focus, as I did 
in my campaign, on issues that remain important 
to working families: education, health care and protec
tion of our children and seniors. While it has truly 
been an honor to serve for two terms in the House of 
Representatives, I embrace the opportunity to positive
ly impact the lives of more people in a larger district. . 
You can be assured that I will always honor your trust 
by my representation· with passion and integrity. 

Steven A. Tolman, Senator-elect for the Middlesex 
and Suffolk district 

Public transportation woes 
Thank you for your recent article "T Spending: 
Suburbs vs. City" (Nov. 10). Besides addressing the 
issue of whether the MBTA is doing enough to 
improve its urban service, the broader question of 
whether federal, state, and local authorities are serious 
about increasing public transportation use at all must 
also be raised. 

The article cited that $550 million in projected high
way e~pansion is' expected to be spent by 2010. This 

figure evidently does not include the estimated $12 bil
lion going towards the Central Artery project. Whatever 
its aesthetic merits, the Big Dig must certainly be classi
fied as a road widening scheme, clearly dwarfing any 
and all expected public transportation funding. 

It is important to recognize that Massachusetts is 
currently classified as being in statewide "serious non
compliance" with federal clean air standards. In 1975 
a State Implementation Plan (SIP) was initiated in 

-order to meet mandatory rur quality levels. The 
uncompleted public transit projects that form the 
Attorney General's suit are themselves measures 
added to the SIP as mitigation for the Central Artery 
project, and are but one example of many by which 
the SlP has apparently been circumvented. 

LETTERS, page 12 
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CO:M:MENTARY 

The continuing 
magic of myth 
By Bill Walsh 
TAB Columnist 

0 ne important but often overlooked 
component of our media environment 
is that of oral media - the stories that 

we tell. They are more than mere gossip or 
idle chitchat. Sometimes the stories become 
so widespread and so well known that they 
become what the experts call urban legends 
or contemporary myths. I'm not talking about 
the unfortunate horror movie of the same 
name here - I'm referring to real urban leg
ends. 

They're fun. Interesting. And because they 
aren't that much different from stories of 
Apollo or Zeus or Jesse James or other leg
ends, they illustrate the need for a society to 
spread stories this way - orally. That they 
are seldom true does not diminish their allure. 

With the recent theatrical re-release of the 
"Wizard of Oz," the story of the Munch.kin 
who hanged himself is making the rounds 
these days -again. It's pure urban legend. 
In the film, just after Dorothy and the 
Scarecrow pick up the Tm Man and they 
head off down the yellow brick road together, 
people claim that you can see the shadow of 
a small figure hanging from a rope in the dis
tance. The myth says that a lovelorn 
Munchkin decided to end it all backstage, 
and it's the shadow of his body hanging from 
a rope that we see. I've had people run the 
video forwards and backwards for me, 
freeze-frame, to prove that the story is true. 

It's not, of course. There is the shadow of 
something in the background, and at first 
glance is does appear to be a body hanging 
from a rope. Actua!Jy, it's the shadow of a 
bird's wing flapping. 

Studio records (which account for every 
accident and mistake on the set of the motion 
picture), interviews with the few cast mem
bers still alive, the fact that the Munchkin 
scenes weren't even shot until long after that 
yellow brick road scene, and common sense 
itself are not enough to convince people that 
the story is a myth. They believe it anyway. 
It's one of those enduring legends. 

Like Paul McCartney's death, Elvis still 
being alive, Walt Disney being frozen or the 
little old lady who decided to dry her poodle 

off with her microwave and watched in hor
ror as he exploded-it's pure fiction. 
Proving it false only makes people dig in 
their heels deeper. 

These myths appear mysteriously and 
spread spontaneously. Nobody ever witnesses 
the events in question firsthand, of course. 
People always hear it from the friend of a 
friend of a friend - or from someone who 
really knows, but can't come forward. Or 
they saw it reported somewhere - they can 
never recall where. They all contain elements 
of horror or humor. And they make for good 
storytelling. 

No matter how often these stories are 
debunked or proven false, they spring up 
again a few years later. 

There are local myths and legends, too. As 
a teacher in a local high school, I collect the 
ones relating to my school. Some are true; 
most are probably false. But they've some
how slipped into the unofficial oral history of 
the institution. Like the one about Teacher X, 
who - (well, I can't put it in print). I'll bet 
lots of institqtions around town have their 
own, as well. . 

They are a testament to our continuing -
reliance on oral storytelling, I think, and our 
need for myth. Despite the Internet and TV 
and books and magazines and newspapers, 
the spoken word is still our primary - per
haps even primal - form of communication. 
It is a link between u and every time period 
in history, not vev; much different from the 
oral legends of the cavemen, of the Greeks or 
of early settlers. We have a great deal more in 
common with our ancestors than we care to 
admit sometimes. 

We like to believe these stories. We like to 
tell them and retell them, like to swap them, 
like to compare versions. 

It's part of our rich (and certainly varied) 
media culture, and I for one am happy t~ see 
and hear that they're still in circulation. There 
is something quite personal and compelling 
about storytelling this way, something very 
-human. 

The oral tradition is not dead, I'm happy to 
report. . 

It is as alive and vibrant and exciting and 
wonderful as the stories we still tell. 0 

Cellucci can't escape 
By Steve LeB!anc · 
TAB Columnist 
NEW ORLEANS - The Big Easy was any
thing but for Gov. Paul Cellucci. 

Cellucci, fresh from his victory over Scott 
Harshbarger, had high hopes when he headed 
south last Tuesday to attend the national 
Republican Governors Association meeting. 

Not only did Cellucci believe he had received a 
'mandate from the voters after eight years of the 
Weld/C.ellucci era, he did what many outside 
Massachusetts fmd remarkab1e - he was able to 
beat a Democrat in Massachusetts. 

In fact, his status as a Republican victor in the 
land of Kennedys was supposed to be something 
of a calling card for Cellucci in New Orleans. It 
was supposed to elevate him - if only for a few 
days - above the gritty day-to-day grind of state 
politics. 

But sometimes, gritty politics have a way of 
catching up with you - even if you are more 
than a thousand miles away by the humid shores 
of the Mississippi delta. 

For Cellucci, those political realities started 
knocking at his door almost the moment he land
ed. 

Before he had a chance to pitch his ideas about 
education or tax cuts, rumors flashed across the 
news wires warning about an impending deal 
between New England Patriots owner Bob Kraft 
and a fellow Republican governor from New 
England - Connecticut's John Rowland. 

Cellucci skipped an afternoon photo opportuni
ty - a press event Rowland ironically was also 
scheduled to attend Rowland was at home clos
ing the deal with Kraft. Cellucci was in his hotel 
room trying to put the best spin on the loss. 

The next day, Thursday, things took a tum for 
the worse for Cellucci. At 11 a.m., Kraft and 
Rowland went public with the deal. Kraft signed 
an agreement to negotiate exclusively with 
Connecticut for a new $350 million, 65,000-seat 
stadium in downtown Hartford - on the taxpay
er's tab. 

While Kraft and Rowland were shaking hands, 
Cellucci was preparing for a 1 p.m. press confer
ence to discuss the fallout. 

It was not the kind of attention Cellucci had 
hoped for on his trip. He had hoped to highlight 
his education initiatives and historic $1 billion tax 
cut. 

Instead he found himself explaining away the 
loss of a NFL franchise despite years of botched 
negotiation. 

''It is pretty clear that the offer ... on the table 
far exceeds what I believe the taxpayers of 

Massachusetts would be willing to support," 
Cellucci said. "$350 million of taxpayer's dollars 
is an extraordinarily sweet deal." 

Cellucci did two other things at the press con
ference. 

First, he tried to deflect criticism off himself 
and onto the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives. Cellucci is not completely 
wrong. House Speaker Thomas Finneran is gen
erally seen as the major opponent of spending tax 
dollars on football stadiums. Finneran did offer 
his own, less costly plan to the Patriots - a deal 
Kraft rejected as unacceptable. 

After that, Finneran simp~y refused to budge. 
He did not even bother naniing a special commit
tee to see if differences between the House and 
more generous Senate versions of the bill could 
be hammered out 

True to form, however, Cellucci refused to 
blame Finneran directly, instead spreading the 
blame out among all members of the House. 

The second thing Cellucci did at last 
Thursday's press conference was downplay the 
impact of the loss. 

Sure it's nice to have your own football team 
and sure, Patriots fans will not be pleased, but in 
the grand scheme of things there are more impor
tant priorities than being home to Drew Bledsoe's 
playing field, Cellucci said. 

He rightly pointed out the state's economy 
does not hinge on the Patriots' spotty scoring 
record and that there are more important tasks 
ahead- namely, improving the schools, for one. 

Which essentially brings the story full circle. 
Cellucci came to talk about tax cuts and educa
tion and he did just that;, even if no one else was 
listening. · 

The determination was part of the reason 
Cellucci decided not to return to Massachusetts 
on Wednesday, when it was becoming clear a 
deal was on the verge of completion. 

''Were any people killed? Were there any 
homes damaged?" He quipped when asked 
whether he should have flown back. 

Politically, it was probably wiser for Cellucci 
to stay out of state and incommunicado as the 
story blew over. If he did return home and bang 
on his desk before the news cameras, the deal 
till would have gone through-and Cellucci's 

actions would only have reminded people how 
big a loss it was. 

So Cellucci opted to play it smart and stick il 
out in New Orleans - which, in yet another 
irony of this irony-filled story, was the site of the 
Patriots' last Super Bowl appearance. 

Jambalaya. 0 

Arguing p~ionately side by side 
By Catherine Clark 
TAB Columnist 

I n 1993, a Waltham newspaper 
asked me to write a column. I 
had written several letters to the 

editor correcting the facts of two 
right-wing columnists. I fmally got 
the job after correcting the colum
nist who falsely accused the 
American Civil Liberties Union of 
not defending a teacher, disciplined 
for expressing anti-homosexual 
views in his supposedly open 
school newspaper. 

In the spirit of keeping debate 
honest, I took up my pen. Also 
because I was paid. 

By deconstructing what everyone 
"knows" - sugar makes kids 
manic, the Sex Offender Registry 
protects children from being 
molested, our founding fathers 
were Christians, the DARE anti
drug education program works - I 
have made a lot of people very 
angry. 

One of my early critics showed 
his contempt by catting me 
"Cathy" four times in one very 
... J ,,,,, .. r I ... 

short letter to the editor. Another 
called me a depressive man- hater 
on no other evidence than my rou
tinely pointing out the swinish 
nature of the opposite sex ... 

People believe things so strongly 
that they think these beliefs must 
be as true as mathematics - the 
only true thing in the universe. 
They cannot distinguish between 
the "truth" of belief (which is 
beyond argument) and the "truth" 
of science (whose theories must be 
changed with new evidence). 
Rather than disagree with me on 
the grounds of their beliefs -
which are as unassailable as mat
ters of taste - critics will try to 
sound logical. When logic fails, 
they make personal attacks. 

When I wrote about "alternative" 
treatments, which I refuse to call 
medicine, I immediately got e
mails from chiropractors', many of 
whom had obviously not even read 
the piece because they completely 
m,i,~qµpted my column's title. In the 
tried1and-true manner of an inquisi
tor, .;i chiropractor asked, "Who are 

I l I ( 

you, what are your credentials, 
what is your agenda?" His fmal 
word in another e-mail was "next 
time, do your research." 

A nurse then accused me of not 
doing my research. I was strolling 
down Newbury Street when I 
picked up the paper, and laughed 
out loud as I read her Jetter. She 
defended the empirical basis of 
nursing, yet pointedly did not men
tion the one specific criticism I had 
thrown at the nursing profession: 
that it embraces "therapeutic 
touch," which, I reiterate, ain't 
even touch. It's one thing to hold 
hands, but quite another to wave 
them over anaesthetized patients. 
The nurse then tried to quote 
Florence Nightingale at me, assum
ing I could not possibly know 
whereof I spoke. 

Why laugh? Because I went 
through nurse training in England 
in the ]ate 1970s. I worked on what 
is called a "Nightingale Ward:" the 
long row of beds where privacy is 
minimal but sick patients are much 
safer, being under the constant 

, •..-;4 ' ' " ' " L ./. 

. . 

watchful eye of their nurses. My 
instnlctors never waved their hands 
over the patients. 

Then there was the person who 
said my cynical response to alter
native treatments meant.I had 
never experienced chronic pain. I 
got hopping mad over that. I was 
reminded of a TV news reporter's 
interview with fired Globe colum
nist Mike Barnicle. She first-named 
him as if they were lifelong bud
dies, then commented on how sad 
he was. He shot back, "How can 
you say that? You don't know me. 
You don' t know what goes on in 
my head. I'm not sad -I'm 
ANGRY." 

I asked my correspondent how 
he/she could possibly know my 
medical history from 750 word I 
had written on a single subject out 
of 150 columns in five years. 

Some critics accuse me of being 
closed-minded. Them's fighting 
words in my book. I have changed 
my mind many, many:_tirpes when 
new information - dependabl~ 1 

information from reputable source 

- has come my way. Many of my 
columns are based on things about 
which I have, painfully, changed 
my mind. DARE is a case in point. 

Logical faults: ·generalizing from 
the particular (it'.s like this in one 
case; it's like this in all cases). 
Arguing with the person instead of 
his ideas (I don't like your ideas; 
you are bad). Beating straw men to 
a pulp (you never mentioned this 
thing, but you are still terribly 
wrong about it). 

A British friend of mine com
mented that, when you discuss 
ideas with an Englishman, you do 
so side-by-side, describing the 
world to one another. In America, it 
is a face-to-face confrontation, 
telling each other how things are. 

I hope Americans can someday 
]earn to stand side-by-side when 
they debate. Then civility might 
happen. 0 

Waltham resident Catherine 
Clark is development director of 
the ACLU of Massachusetts. Her 
~~are decidedly her own. 



Page 12 The Allston-Brighton TAB, Novembe.r 24-30, 1998 \l{W)V.townonline.com/altstonbrighton , 

L E TTERS POLITICS 

FROMPAGElO 
From its initiation, a key provision of the SIP included a 

commercial parking freeze in downtown Boston -from the 
waterfront to Mass. Ave. Subsequently, both East Boston and 
South Boston were included in the freeze area. During the 
recent building boom, both the effectiveness of a commercial 
parking freeze and authorities' commitment to reducing auto
mobile travel have been seriously questioned since tens of 
thousands of employee and residential parking spaces have 
been constructed. Moreover, those living outside the bound
aries of the freeze have seen an exponential increase in com
mercial parking. 

Council . comes back with 
new keg-restriction plan 

Nowhere is this more apparent than in the already traffic
choked Fenway where it is estimated that approximately 40 
percent of the area's land use is already dedicated to parking, 
and the most recent inventory _ . ________ _ 
counted more than 17 ,000 
commercial parking spaces. 
Des~ite vocal neighborhood 
opposition and its location 
next to the Fenway T-stop, 
approval was given for an 
1,800 car facility at the 
Landmark Center. The 
Millennium air rights propos
al calls for construction of a 
900 car garage, establishing 
an auto-centered precedent 
for future projects over the 
turnpike. Apparently paving 
the way, so to speak, for the 
Fenway Park Megaplex, a 
recent study by the Boston 

"It is important to 
recognize that 

Massachusetts is 
currently classified 

as being in 
statewide 'serious 
noncompliance' 

with federal clean 
air standards." 

Transportation Department included the recommendation for 
a five to six thousand car garage over the pike near Kenmore 
Square, where levels of airborne particulates are already 
among the highest.in the Commonwealth. 

Since the enactment of the State Implementation Plan, the 
number of registered cars in Boston alone has doubled. The 
latest survey by the Central Transportation Planning Staff 
showed that from 1980-1990, the share of metro Boston com
muters traveling in single-occupant vehicles has risen from 
37 percent to 43.7 percent while those utilizing public transit 
has decreased to 33.5 percent. And why not? Failure to invest 
in public transportation, combined with increasing parking 
availability and road capacity, all indicate that federal, state 
and local authorities are remiss in their obligation to support 
and fund sustainable transit options. Strict enforcement, con
trol strategies, and a radical change in transportation policy 
are necessary to avert the coming of "Carmageddon." 
James J. Morgan, Boston 

B oston's libertarian-minded keg
users lucked out Oct. 27 when 
Mayor Thomas Menino vetoed a 

City Council ordinance that would have 
placed restrictions orfkeg delivery and 
use within the city. 

By Jeff Ousbome 

The goal of the ordinance was to limit 
underage access to alcohol. But accord
ing to the mayor, the measure - which 
required keg users to get city licensing 
board perrrtits - was inconsistent with 
state law. 

It's still too soon to be yelling "keg
ger!" at City Hall Plaza, though. 

Led by Councilors Brian Honan 
(Brighton), Stephen Murphy (at large), 
and Dan Conley (Hyde Park), the City 
Council is filing a home-rule petition to 
amend state law and allow the ordinance. 

"It's the same piece of legislation that 
the mayor vetoed in October," said 
Honan. "It passed unanimously here, so 
we had enough votes for an override. 
But this isn't really political, though. We 
want to work with the mayor on this and 
we're going to sit down next week with 
him, and also with the Corporation 
Council. There's nothing pe~onal about 
thi " s. 

Any home-rule petition would require 
the approval of the state legislature, and 
Honan said he was uncertain about 

Some businesses improve customer se,rvice 
with .a new toll-free number. 

We did it by opening a new company. 
For 175 years Eastern Enterprises has been ServicEdge is an. energy systems and services 

commited to the well being of local communities company built around a local network of expert 

throughout eastern Massachuse~s. Coming into your technicians. Providing you with heating and water 

homes and businesses under the trusted brand heating system maintenance contracts, tune-ups, 

Boston Gas Company. And now, due to a restructuring and equipment installations and upgrades. Not to 

of the energy industry, we're pleased to offer customers mention , an unparalleled level of customer service. 

an even greater degree of service and dedication Make sure to look for ServicEdge in your neighbor-

through an entirely new company called ServicEdge... hood. Or call them today at 1-888-942-EDGE (3343) . 

~ ostongas 
Eastern Enterprises stern Enterprises ervicEdge 

Eastern Enterprises 

Tile pure/lase of services from ServicEC/ge h~fi;ct on tile evatlabifity , price or terms of service from our affiliate, BosrrorrGa!i." 
_ ---- Li£ens>J.C/ in M_;ssa£.hvs:ft~ ..z;~~<;<,_ ___ _ _ 

whether the ordinance would be put in 
place. 

Parking politics 
Last Wednesday, Honan also proposed a 
new parking plan to encourage more 
shopping within Boston. The proposal 
would allow owners and employees of 
stores to park in residential parking areas 
during daytime hours. 

Honan said the idea has been batted 
around before; it also seems a good 
match with Boston Main Streets and 
Boston Unwrapped, two programs 
aimed at luring people back into the city. 

''There have been parking problems in 
and around business districts, and it's a 
reason why shoppers go to malls because 
parking is so much easier," said Honan. 
'1bis is an idea that's been talked about 
at the Brighton Board of Trade, and I 
floated it at the council, suggesting that 
owners and employees could get a spe
cial pass. It would allow them to park 
away from meters, and free up more 
parking for customers." 

Although Honan speculated that many 
residents use their cars during the day 
anyway, he doesn't anticipate a slam
dunk passage of the proposal. Of course, 
residents will have their say. 

"We'll have a hearing and look at the 
negatives of it as well as the positives," 
he said. "We need tq hear from the peo
ple on this one." 

President staying put 
Senate President Thomas Binningham 
said last week he'd be interested in a job 
on the state's highest court, but not for 
the next few years. 

In recent weeks, several newspapers 
have listed Birmingham (D-Chelsea) as a 
candidate for one of four likely openings 
on the Supreme Judicial Court. But 
Birmingham laughed off those reports, 
and said he planned on keeping his job 
for a little while longer. 

"I don't know where this keeps on 
coming from;" said Birmingham; who 
represents parts of Allston-Brighton in 
the Senate. "I wouldn't say 10 years 
from now I never would, but now if it 
were offered to me, I wouldn't take it." 

What about in four or five years? 
Would the Rhodes Scholar be interested 
at that time? 

"Oh, who knows? The further out you 
get, the more speculative it is. But hon
estly, I've never spoken to the governor 
about it. He's never spoken to me about 
it. We haven't operated through surro
gates," Birmingham said. ''If he offered 
it to me [today], I'd tell him thanks, but 
no thanks. I'm not interested yet. Where 
does this stuff come from?" 

Gov. Paul Cellucci, who just won 
election to his first four years in the 
Corner Office, will likely get to nominate 
four members to the seven-justice court 
this term. 

Three justices - Chief Justice 
Herbert Willdns, Ruth Abrams and 
Neil Lynch - will reach the mandatory 
retirement age in 2000. Justice Charles 
Fried reportedly wants to step down for 
health reasons. 

State House News Se-rvice contributed 
to this report. 

Jeff Ousbome is afreelance writer 
who writes a weekl,y column on local 
politics for The Allston-Brighton TAB. 

Now ACCE TING WINTER MERCHANDISE 
We sell, buy ord trade seasonal 

daywear and acc;essories jno jewelry) 
.. T, .. Ti11111iiri' ... ...J in contemporary fashion. We pay 

40% cash or 55% store credtt 
of our re~ole price. 

~ 1394 Beacon Street (at Winchester) Brookline• 277-3031 
~ Hours: Mon-Sat 11 am-6:30pm, Thurs' til 8pm, Sun Noon-5pm 
V We buy from the public Mon. thru Sat. 11-6, no appointment necessary. 

To sell us clothes you must be at least 18 (or accompanied by a parent) and present a vatid driver's license, passport, state or U.S. Military 1.0. 

No Calories. 
No Fat. 
No Cholesterol. 

. .. NO KIDDING. Our free Consumer Information Catalog 
serves up over 200 free and low-cost government booklets 
you can really sink your teeth into. Perk up your appetite 
with subjects like saving money, buying a house, educating 
your children, getting federal benefits, eating right, staying 
healthy, and many more. 

So come 'n get it! Whatever your taste, you can feast on the 
free Catalog. It's filled with plenty of satisfying booklets. Just 
call. tol1-free 1-888-8 PUEBLO. 

Or get a bite on the Consumer Jnformation Center website: . 
www.pueblo.gsa.gov 

Mltitl~lbhcation and the • 
~~jlli~·eneral Services Administration . 



BUSINESS NE-W-S 

It's beginning to· 1ook a lot like Christmas 
T he holidays are fast approach

ing. As a matter of fact, 
they're here! 

As you drive through Allston, 
you will notice holiday decorations 
on Harvard Avenue. (However, 

By Rosie Hanlon 

holiday decorations were omitted 
from Cambridge Street because 
lighting fixtures there are not city 
property but privately owned by 
Boston Edison.) Businesses have 
enhanced their storefronts with 
decorations that represent the area's 
diverse cultures. A wide variety of 
holiday traditions are on display in 
the windows. 

Brighton Main Streets will once 
again host a holiday window deco
rating contest. First prizes and hon
orable mentions will be awarded in 
the following categories: Most 
Brighton; Most Creative; and Best 
Holiday. Businesses are encour
aged to have their decorations up 
by Dec. 5. Judges will walk the 
Main Streets district, and competi
tion results will be announced Dec. 
18. 

Brighton Main Streets is also 

Showers&. 

sponsoring a "Brighton Your 
Holiday" event, in which select 
businesses will hold an open house. 
Prior to and following the tree
lighting ceremonies on Saturday, 
Dec. 5, and Monday, Dec. 7, busi
nesses will welcome shoppers from 
4 to 6 p.m. The tree-lighting in 
each area will begin at 6 p.m. On 
Thursday, Dec. 17, many Brighton 
stores will remain open until 8 p.m. 
to allow last-minute holid~y shop
ping and decorating. 

For more inf onnation, contact 
Jennifer Rose at Allston Village 
Main Streets at 254-7564 or Ann 
Griffin at Brighton Main Streets at 
779-9200. 

Christmas tree, oh, 
Christmas tree 
The annual Oak Square tree-light
ing ceremony, cosponsored by the 
Mayor's Office and the Brighton 
Board of Trade, is set for Saturday, 
Dec. 5, at 6 p.m. arid Monday, Dec. 
7, at 6 p.m. 

Characters from Macy's 
Enchanted Village will ride 
throughout the city on the mayor's 
Trolley Tour, stopping at select 
locations, including Oak Square. 
Santa will be there to greet the 
kids. 

Brighton Center's tree-lighting 
will be held Monday, Dec. 7, at 6 
p.m. Local Boy and Girl Scouts 
wi11 sing Christmas songs under 
the direction of Police Officer 

Sinks &. Mirrors &. 

Cabinet Hardware &. 

Towel Bars &. ... 

Only 4 Days Left 

Watertown 
Waltham 

318 Moody St. 

Mall 
Medford 

Meadowglen Mall 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

Lava\YaY no\Y 
f<n·: Chri°Si nuts 

Chris Rogers. Santa will be there to ,businesses will be served at both tary of the Brighton Board of 
Trade. To pass on business news, 
call her at 787-9049 during busi
ness hours. 

collect Christmas lists from all the events. 0 
good girls and boys. ' 

Refreshments donated by local Rosie Hanlon is executive secre-

BRIGHTON REAL ESTATE TRA'.\SACTIONS 

ADDRESS PRICE 
Lothian Road Unit 3-3 90,000 
Mount Hood Condo Unit 39-6 125,000 
Strathmore Ct. Unit 48-37 62,000 
Towne Est. Unit 173-2 152,000 
Towne Est. Unit 103-4 151,900 
Washington Sg. Unit 1560-11 77,000 . 

120 Sutherland Road Unit 1 146,000 
120 Sutherland Road Unit 4 132,000 
137 Englewood Ave. Unit 25 105,500 
145 Chiswick Road Unit 1 146,000 
15 Strathmore Road Unit 155-14 94,500 
16 Waldo Ter. 110,000 
1714 Commonwealth Ave. Unrt 1730-2 91 ,000 
1734 Tudor Mnr. Unit 7 105,000 
18 Rushmore St. 310,000 
1933 Commonwealth Ave. Unrt 1661-5 163,00J 
21 Imrie Road 220,000 
31 Orkney Road Unit 2 61,000 
370 Chestnut Hill Ave. Unit 43 129,000 
39 Larch St. . 261,250 

4 Commonwealth Ave. Unit 1 b 87,500 

59 Goodenough St. 194,000 
6 Peaceable St. 168,000 
69 Hobart St. 283,000 
8 Waldo Ter. 120,000 
9 Radnor Road 351,000 
Chestnut Hill Arms Unit 32 92,600 
Chestnut Hill Mnr. Unit 185-10 97,000 
Commonwealth Ave. Unit 6 141 ,000 
Commonwealth Park Unit 4-302 95,000 

American Red Cross 
285 Columbus Ave, Boston 

HOURS: 9:00 • 5:00 M-F 

Cambridge City Hall 
795 Mass. Ave, Cambricfge 

HOURS: 9:00 -5:00 M-F 

Brookline Town Hall 
33 Washington Street, Brookline 

HOURS: 8;00 -5:00 M-F 

Allston-Brighton YMCA 
470 Washington Street, Brighton 

HOURS: 6:00 -10:00 M-F 

Community Newspaper Company 
254 Second ~ve, Needham 

HOURS: 9:00 -5:00 M-F 

American Red Cross 
21 Foster Street, Newtonville 

HOURS : 8:30 - 4:30 M-F 

Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Ave, Newton 

HOURS: 9:00 - 5:00 M-F 

Newton Free Ubrary 
Homer Street, Newton 
HOURS: 9:00 - 5:00 M-F 

DATE SELLER BUYER 
09/03/98 Angelo Gianakis Mr.& Mrs. Tamm~ K Chiu 
09/01/98 Tonja M Henderons Mr. Ramin Abtahi 
09/02198 Albert I ShaQiro Mr. Elias AboUnit haidar 
09/02198 David Less -· Mr. Sean K Grad~ 
09/01/98 Jeanmarie Carroll Ms. Allison K Baker 
09/18/98 Thomas Podesta Mr.& Mrs. Roger M Goldberg 
09/01/98 Anthony Lipani Mr. Thamir A Kaddouri Jr 
09/01/98 Grego~ S Surenian Ms. Patricia M Mc Laughlin 
09/15/98 Jacguelyn Foster Mr. Miriam Lansko~ 
09/01/98 Ca~n Glazer Ms. Jessica Price 
09/02198 Joel L Sn~der Mr. Britt Jung 
09/04/98 GeraRoad Cureton Mr. Ter~ Oreill~ 
09/01/98 LrterRea~ Mr.& Mrs. Charles P Redding 
09/02198 Eugenia S Patterson Mr.& Mrs. Nicholas E Kottenste 
09/01/98 John T Dohe!!}'. Mr. Liesl S Clark 
09/02./98 Frances Rea~ Mr. Yan Schecter 
09/03/98 Pik C Lau Mr. Leo Rotman 
09/02198 Carl Woolf Ms. Margar~t M Freeman 
09/15/98 Chares F Sheeler Mr.& Mrs. Muhammad G Quibria 
09/08/98 Robert B Goldman Mr..Michael Rothstein 

09/01/98 Michael T Donleayy Ms. Judy Kilda~ 
09/08/98 Winifred A Carroll Mr. Jose~h T Flanagan 
09/02198 So L Chu Mr. Jian N Liu 
09/02198 Helen K Do~le Mr. Thomas S Chan 
09/08/98 Joan K Lee Mr. De H Li 
09/01/98 Felix F Liu Mr.& Mrs. Paul J Chin 
09/14/98 David A Fa~ Mr.& Mrs. John Xie 
09/23/98 Eugene F Briskman Ms. Elizabeth A Libb~ 
09/16/98 Michael R Sore Mr. Jose~h V Mazzulli 
09/15/98 John F White Mr. Ludmila Staroselsky 

Donate yaur. nori~perishabfe food to those who are less fortunate 
this holiday season. Join the TAB, The American Red Cross, 
.project Bread, O~~' a~cl T(ader Joe's in our .9th annual food .drive. 

,; :th~ TAB Community FomJ,DtiveWilf starton Wednesday; November 
25th and will last through Friday, J~nuary 1st. This year's goal is 
tp collect 7 ,000 pounds of food ttj,pe distributed to local food 
pantries. D(op your food gff at any of the locations l,isted below 
and embrace the wonderful feeling of giVing. · 

Newton Fire Stations Holiston Town Hall/Cleltl's Office 

195 Craft Street (Station 4) 703 Washington Street, Holliston 

· 144 Elliot Street (Station 7) lfOURS: 8:30 - 4:30 M-F 

lfOURS: 9:00 · 5:00 M-F Weston Town Hall 
Town House Road, Weston 

Dover Town Hall HOURS: 8:30 - 5:00 M-F 

5 Springdale Street, Dover 
Framingham Town Hall 

HOURS: 9:00 - 5:00 M-F" 
Selectman's Office 

150 Concord Street, Framingham 
Sherborn ToWn Hall HOURS: 8:30 - 5:00 M-F 

19 Washington Street, Sherborn 

HOORs:· 9:00- 5:00 M-T. 9:00-1:00 F Kennedy Senior Center, Natick 
117 East Central Street, Natick 

HOURS: 9:00 • 5:00 M-F 
Wayland Town Hall 

41 Cochituate Road, Wayland Watertown Town Hall 

HOURS: 8:30- 4:30 M-F 149 Main Street, Watertown 
lfOURS: 8:30 - 4:30 M-F 

Sudbury Fire Department Trader .. Joe's 
Old Sudbury Road, Sudbury 1317 Beacon Street, Brookline 

HOURS: 8:00 • 4:30 M-F 727 Memorial Drive, Cambridge 
659 Worcester Road, Framingham 

Ashland Town Hall 
958 Highland Ave, Needham 

1427 Mass Ave, Arlington ~:1. 

101 Main Street, Ashland 419 Paradise Road, Swampscott 
HOURS: 8:30 • 4:30 M-F HOURS: 9:00 • 9:00, 7 DAYS 
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Stabbing victim tried to 
break up fight 
D At4:18 a.m. Nov. 13, police 
responded to call from St. 
Elizabeth's Medical Center to inter
view a man who had been allegedly 
stabbed while attempting to break up 
a fight in front of "Our Hou e" two 
hours earlier. The man described his 
attacker as a white male of medium 
build with blond hair and a mus
tache who was wearing a blue-jean 
jacket, a black "hoodie" and baggy 
black jeans. Police observed that the 
victim had nonlife-threatening slash 
wounds to the left arm and chest. 

Fight results in ear iniury 
fJ At 2:36 a.m. Nov. 15, police 
responded to a gun report on 
Commonw.ealth Avenue. The 
alleged victim reported that he was 
assaulted by four white males 
while trying to b:reak up a fight, but 
no gun was shown. The man suf
fered a cut to the ear and was 
kicked in the stomach, but declined 
medical attention. A second victim 
reportedly had already left the 
scene. Police searched for the sus
pects described as a 6-foot-tall slim 
white male in his 20s with a beard, 
and wearing a black leather jacket; 
a white male with a short muscular 
build, who was wearing brown 
sweater and baseball cap; a white 
male who was tall and slim and 
wearing a brownjacket; and a 
fourth white male for whom no 
description was provided. 

Caldor thief apprehended 
II At 1:39 p.m. Nov. 16, police 
went to the Caldor department store 
at 400 Western Ave. in response to 
the report of a larceny in progress. 
The suspect had been spotted 
a)\egedly placing a cordless phone, 

DVD player and a car CD kit in a 
bag. When confronted by store secu
rity and police the suspect allegedly 
threw the bag containing all three 
items at the security officer, striking 
him in the head, and ran out of the 
store while being chased by officers. 

Police arrested Dwayne Randolph, 
30, of 33 Monsignor Reynolds Way 
in South Boston and charged him 
with larceny and assault and battery 
by means of ii dangerous Wyapon. 

A second suspect, allegedly 
observed entering the store earlier 
with the first suspect, was later 
apprehended on an outstanding war
rant but was not charged with larce
ny. 

CVS patron robbed 
of purchases 
D At 9:53 p.m. Nov. 15, police 
responded to a radio call of an 
unarmed robbery at the CVS 
Pharmacy at 1266 Commonwealth 
Ave. The victim reported that he was 
exiting the store when he was 
assaulted by two black males, one 
who was wearing all-black clothing 
and a hooded sweatshirt, and a sec
ond who was wearing a three-quar
ter length black leather coat. He said 
the suspects hit him several times, 
took his plastic bag containing $10 
w01th of assorted items and fled on 
foot in the direction of Glenville 
Avenue. The area was searched with 
no results. 

Many, many flat tires 
II At 11 :07 a.m. Nov. 14, officers 
responded to a vandalism report on 
Wallingford Road in Brighton. A 
woman said two tires on her Ford 
Explorer, three tires on her other 
Ford Explorer and two tires on her 
Cadillac had been flattened while 
parked in her driveway. 

Unlike Him, 
This Off er Wil[ · 
Last Till 2001. · 

A few sunny days in a row and Frosty is history. But our special 

free night and weekend calling offer goes all the way to the 

year 2001.* So don't be left out in the cold - sign up 

now. You can also get the Motorola StarTAC™ 3000 for 

only $29.95 .* It's the phone that's small enough 

to wear, ~nd right now it's at a tin·y price. 

Call t he wireless experts today. 

POLICE LOG 

Toxic-vapors use is the 
charge 
II At 12:50 p.m., Nov. 18, police 
responded to a report of a man 
behaving strangely at Murray Park. 
Upon arrival, they spoke to a wit-

~ Salety-

r~0ur mo . Cellular One reminds you to use 
inµ>rt.allt ea.LI your phone safely while dnvmg. 

Boston Brigh1on Franklin Hyannis Randolph Waltham Wilmington Worcester 
617-367-2871 617-566-1100 508·498-4360 508-778-2277 781 -961 -5300 781-890-9366 978-657-4100 508-791-1900 

or 617-462-7080 

*New customers who sign up by December 31, 1998, on the SafetyONE, FreedomONE, LeisureONE, PerformanceONE, SmartONE or Digital Edge" rate plan will receive 
unlimited flame night and weekend airtim!t~ ,. tiru. Motorola StorTAC is available wh/Le supplies last. Sales tax additionaL Dealer prices may vaiy. 
Two year service commitment and ere · · required. Deposit may be required. Lang-distance, roaming charges, taxe> and surdmrges apply. 

tumino_ti:a'!.J.ee oJ 1175 oee'if~· Other terms and conditiol)s may f!PJ:l ._ See stores Jp details No sne.:rmen W'i!S._horm in tji IZ! kj& ifj ~ u 

( I · i r, r I .I 1 ( , ~ 1 J · ).. J ,, 1 ' I 

_ JNWW. townonline.com/allstonbrighton 

ness who had encountered the man 
while walking her dog in the park. 
She reported that the man said he 
would attack her. Officers observed 
the suspect standing in the middle 
of the baseball diamond holding a 
white plastic bag up to his nose and 
mouth. When the officers asked 
him what was in the bag, the sus
pect reportedly seemed confused 
and did not respond. Officers asked 
to see the bag. The suspect gave it 
to them and they found it contained 

a yellow glue-like substance and 
gave off strong toxic fumes. 
Suddenly, the suspect allegedly 
began to run, but was apprehended 
by officers who noticed he had cuts 
on his face. The suspect told offi
cers that some punks had beaten 
him up and robbed him the night 
before. 

Police arrested Mynor J. 
Gonzales, 19, of 35 Riverdale St. in 
Allston, and charged him with use 
of toxic vapors. 

Enjoy Life! 

Let us serve you! 
•Rental, with No Entrance Fee 
• Conveniently located to Longwood Hospitals & Boston 
• Superb Dining, Housekeeping, nansportation & Daily Activities 
• Personal Assistance with Bathing, Dressing, 
& Medication Monitoring Available · Ofl A 

• Intimate & Friendly Atmosphere 'f'IR 

·332 Jamaicaway J >'{r' 
1 fj c I I 

Boston 617 ·524· 72B8ir 
• ,1 JI ' 
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CRIME NEVVS 

Graffiti be gone 
Court orders tagger 
to pay $7,700 to 
clean business 
district property 
By Debra Goldstein 
TAB Staff Writer 

A judge ordered graffiti tag
ger Matthew Collings to 

. pay Allston Village Main 
Streets $7,700 as punishment for 
defacing property 77 times with his 
distinct paint signature - a $100 fine 
per incident. The sentence, decreed 
on Thursday, Nov. 12, was based on 
an estimate that it costs $100 to 
remove each piece of graffiti. 

Allston Village Main Streets 
Director Jennifer Rose has not 
received the payment yet, but 
explained that the sentence included 
a stipulation the fines had to be paid 
during the next several months. 

"Ifhe doesn't pay them, he goes to 
jail," said Rose. 

Not all of Collings' crimes were 
committed in Allston Village, but the 
judge ruled that the money was most 
likely to be used for graffiti removal 
if it was given to an already existing 
graffiti removal program rather than 
to the individual property owners 
whose buildings were defaced. 

"It's coming to us, and then we use 
it to pay for a professional vendor 
who does this for us, or we use it to 
buy paints," said Rose. 

Paint cannot be removed from 
some of the vandalized surfaces, so 
the surfaces will have to be painted 
over instead, she added. 

Graffiti task force work had gone 
into limbo for the winter, said Rose, 
both because it is more difficult to 
remove graffiti during cold weather 
- chemical paint removers do not 
work and fresh paint does not stick to 

surfaces - and graffiti vandalism 
had virtually stopped. But in the last 
few weeks, a spate of new paint sig
natures has appeared in Allston. 

''It's just sort of a chronic thing that 
you've got to keep femoving," said 
Rose. "But I think it's much better 
than it used to be." 

''It's always the places that already 
have graffiti that get more," said 
Rose. 'That's the whole concept 
behind removal, because you show 
them that it's not going to last long 
and that's a deterrent because they're 
all exhibitionists." 

"If he doesn't pay 
them, he goes to jail." 

Jennifer Rose, commenting on the 
fines Matthew Collings must pay 

'These are businesses that people 
work so hard to maintain and sustain, 
and people just don't get that it's an 
insult to them," said Rose. ''It's not 
art. It's van~m." 

The Allston Board of Trade has 
been instrumental in deterring graffiti 
too, said Rose. The Board of Trade 
offered $100 rewards for any tips that 
lead to the arrest of graffiti vandals. 

'They've given out a number of 
these $100 rewards," said Rbse. 

Resident members of the Graffiti 
Task Force have also helped clean up 
the face of Allston. 

"Jeannie Woods, along with some 
other resident members of the task 
force, they've gone to court and testi
fied about the impact of this on the 
community and that this is really 
something to be taken seriously," said 
Rose. "In this case to sentence this 
kid to pay some money." 0 

MAPS' services 
continue to grow 
Group assists 
thousands of 
Portuguese speakers 

T he Massachusetts Alliance 
of Portuguese Speakers pro
vided services to 21,376 

Portuguese speakers and other area 
residents during the fiscal year end
ing June 30, Executive Director 
Victor Do Couto announced at the 
nonprofit organization's Oct. 27 
annual meeting. 

"We've had a very good year, due 
in large part to you folks," he told a 
crowd of about 50 MAPS members 
and staff at the meeting. 

Do Couto said the service figure 
represents a 260 percent increase 
over the 5,936 clients assisted dur
ing MAPS' first year of operation in 
1993-94, although the health and 
human service agency's budget only 
rose 25 percent during the same 
five-year period. 

MAPS was created in 1993 from 
the merger of the Cambridge 
Organization of Portuguese 
Americans and the Somerville 
Portuguese Language League -

now the MAPS Cambridge and 
Somerville offices. 

The number of MAPS service 
locations has also doubled since 
1993. New offices opened in 
Brighton in 1995 and Lowell in 
1997. The past year featured sub
stantial revenue hikes and expanded 
services, according to Do Couto. 

New services added at MAPS this 
past year include adult tobacco pre
vention and cessation, chronic dis
ease and cancer prevention, home 
ownership education and outreach, a 
volunteer management program, and 
vastly expanded citizenship and 
English as a second language educa-

. ti.on and assistance. 
During the annual meeting, three 

members were re-elected to the 
MAPS board of directors for three
year terms: Michael Coelho of 
Arlington; Stephen Pereira of 
Brockton; and Gloria Pimentel of 
Cambridge. 

Several vacancies still exist on the 
. board, which is made up of MAPS 
members. 

Anyone interested in joining 
MAPS and/or serving on the board 
can call 628-6065 for more 
infonnation. 0 

~ '1ttul4, """' Z'~ Professional Salon for Women and Men 

NEW OWNERSHIP 
• Manicure/Pedicure ............ $30 

with chair massage thru 11/25 

• Full Set .............................. .'.$25 

• Refill ...... ........ ........ .............. $16 

•Airbrush Design .................... $8 
4 colors 

•French Manicure .................. $5 

ARSENAL MALL 
617-924-7407 

November 24-30, 1998 The Allston-Brighton TAB, page 15 

Embassy-Center for 
English Studies 

is looking for 

HOST 
FAMILIES 
• Students of all ages and nationalities 
• Competitive compensation provided 
• Short term and long term 
• Locations in Boston & Auburndale 
• Must be located near public 

transportation 

For more information 
call@ 617-969-9112 

MARQUIS 
REAL ESTATE 

'~-~ 
Nobody Knows 
Homes Better™ 

WEATHER·TITE 
SSAVES 

WINDOWS • DOORS • SIDING • TRIM 

185/60R14 215/65R15 

195/60R14 175/70R13 

195/60R15 $89.95 185170R13 

205/60R15 $90.95 185/70R14 

215/60R15 $105.95 195170R14 $81.95 

225/60R15 $113.95 205/70R14 $83.95 

215/60R16 $103.95 215170R14 $90.95 

235/60R16 $108.95 205170R15 $88.95 

185/65R14 $81.95 215170R15 $91.95 

195/65R14 $85.95 225170R15 $95.95 

185/65R15 $82.95 205175R15 $93.95 

195/65R15 

LINBA::I1RE 
"MASSACHUSITTS' OLDEST TIRE DEALER" SINCE 1910 

: .. .f. • ....... 

155/80R13 $49.95 205/70R14 

185/75R14 $58.95 185/60R14 $66.95 

195/75R14 $59.95 195/60R14 $69.95 

205/75R14 $62.95 215/60R14 

215175R14 $67.95 195/60R15 

205175R15 $66.95 205/60R15 $73.95 

215175R15 $68.95 215/60R15 . $74.95 

225175R15 $71.95 225/60R15 $75.95 

235175R15 $72.95 185/65R14 $68.95 

/65R14 $70.95 

185/65R15 $72.95 

$73.95 

(617) 232-4869 
144 Boylston St., on Rt. 9 (Near Brookline Village)• Brookline 

Visit us on our website at Linertire.com 
"FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE TO HOME OR WORK' 
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SENIOR NEVVS 

SENIOR C/\LEND/\R 

Programs and classes by the Veronica B. 
Smith Multi-Service Center, 20 Chestnut 
Hill Ave., for the week of Nov. 24-30. The 
senior center is open Monday-Friday from 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Lunch is served Monday
Thursday at noon. Telephone: 635-6120. 

A fan cheers from the opera 
balcony and baseball bleachers 

Tu~ay, Nov. 24 
9 a.m. - Exercise class. No cost 
9 a.m. - English as a Second Language 
classes 
10 a.m. - Bowling 
10:30 a.m. - Weight Watchers 

H e's around 6 foot 4 inches tall and 
built like a barrel. And he probably 
can be heard a mile away. His name 

is Ben Heppner - currently one of the 
hottest opera singers in the world. A tenor 
from Vancouver, he shines especially in the 

duced to Eleanor Steber, the soprano who 
sang for the Metropolitan Opera for over 30 
years, retiring in 1966. 

passe, best suited to 19th-century America. 
But to me it has always been the best sport, 
full of subtlety and played at a pace which 
allows space for contemplation. 

Noon - Lunch. Suggested donation, $1.50 
1 p.m. - Bingo GROWING 

OLDER 

I still vividly remember approaching with 
adolescent wonder this great soprano in her 
dressing room, her bosom still heaving from 
having belted out the arias sung by Violetta 
in Verdi's opera "La Traviata." 

This encounter makes me recall another 
anecdote connected with that same opera 
house which stood on Huntington Avenue 
until it was demolished in 1958. My favorite 
singer during late adolescence was the 
Swedish tenor Jussi Bjoerling. When it was 
announced that he would sing in a visiting 
Met production I made sure to get a ticket, 
but the only seat I could afford was in the 
stratospheric second balcony. 

This addiction also brings back precious 
memories. I attended the famous 1946 All 
Star game at Fenway Park, and watched with 
wonder as Ted Williams hit two home runs. 
The second of these two blasts carrie off the 
famous "ephus pitch" thrown by Rip Sewall. 
Nobody thought that such a bloopy pitch 
could.be hit so far. 

\Vednesday,Nov.25 
9 a.m. - Painting with Mary Ross 
9 a.m. - English as a Second Language 
classes 

By Richard Griffin 

Noon - Lunch. Suggested donation, $1.50 
1-2 p.m. -Senior Swim at the YMCA, 
470 Washington St., Brighton operas of Wagner, notably "Lohengrin" and 

"Die Meistersinger," both of which he sang 
at the Metropolitan last spring. 

I saw many other greats play in Boston at a 
time when this city had two major league 
teams. Jimmy Foxx, Joe Cronin, Bobby 
Doerr efthe Red Sox - Warren Spahn, 
Johnny Sain, and Tommy Holmes of the 
Braves - these were players whose exploits 
remain fixed in memory. Thursday, Nov. 26 

Happy Thanksgiving - Closed 

Friday, Nov. 27 
Closed 

Monday, Nov. 30 

Two weeks ago I had the opportunity to 
meet him briefly. Unlike other fans in line at 
the music store, I did not ask for his auto
graph; instead he agreed to be photographed 
with me. This photo will be prized in my 
household. 

At the end of the first act I turned to my 
companions and raved about the marvelous 
singing of my favorite tenor. On and on I 
went extolling Bjoerling's unique range and 
power. Then on going downstairs to the cen
tral foyer I saw a sign announcing "Mr. 
Bjoerling is indisposed this evening and his 
role will be sung by .... " 

These two dominant passions of mine
opera and baseball - were well known to 
my fiiends. The cartoonist who illustrated 
our high school yearbook showed me dressed 
iµ my baseball uniform while listening to the 
opera on the radio. 

9 a.m. - English as a Second Language 
classes 

Showing such adulation for a prominent 
person is rare for me. Usually I would not 
walk across the street to see a Hollywood 
celebrity or a famous politician. But this fel
low was ari opera star, after all, and opera has 
been one of my dominant passions since 
teenage years. 

The second balcony had a separate 
entrance which did not display this same 
sign. That's how I was deceived into thinking 
Bjoerling had sung. The incident says some
thing about my musical sophistication at the 
time. 

My reason for talking here about ongoing 
personal interests is to underline their impor
tance over a long life. It helps to give coher
ence to a career if you carry such passions 
over the years. Opera and baseball help tie 
my early life with my current one and form 
links which enable me to recognize and 
achieve unity. 

10 a.m. - Walking 
10:45 a.m. - Chi Gung I & II 
Noon - Lunch. Suggested donation, 
$1.50 
1 p.m. - Line dance 
1-2 p.m. - Senior Swim at the YMCA, 
470 Washington St., Brighton 

The last time I met a famous opera singer 
was more than 50 years ago. Then backstage 
at the old Boston Opera House I was intro-

My other passionate interest from early on 
till now is baseball, both playing and watch
ing. Yes, many people consider the game 

Clearly I have wasted a lot of time with these 
GRIFFIN, page 17 

Beginner's Yoga 
Our 5pecia[ty 

also open level classes, 
pref post natal and ge11tle Yoga, 

private instructions and 
. oorpo~a~-17ased Yoga. 

215 B.-i9hto"' :Ave 
Bostol'\1 M:A 02134 

617-739-0717 

ACUPUNCTURE 

1\1 ew England School 
I or Acupuncture Clinic 

Acupuncture· Chinese Herbs• Herbal Pharmacy 

High quality, low cost treatments in i; 
acupuncture and herbal medicine. :' -( 
To schedule appointments at one > 
of our two clinic locations, call: ;r· f t . ~. 

~ 

Watertown: 617-926-4271 . 
South Station: 617-521-6700 

New England School of Acupuncture tLINIC 
34 Chestnut Street, Watertown MA 02172 

145 South Street, Boston MA 02111 
Accessible lrj pulXic transportatWn, fbeelcbalr accessible 

SOMATIC THERAPIES 
For total bodymind wellness, the integrative-educative way ••• 

THE BODYMIND INTEGRATION CENTER 

The Feldenkrais Method® 
Massage and Myofascial Release • Physical Therapy • Body-Centered Psychotherapy 

Practitioners: Lisa Cohen, MS, PT, OCS Josef DellaGrotte, MA, PH.D, CFT 
Kathy Dias, LMT Michael Jaro, MA, LMHC 

Offering: Individual appointments, classes, workshops, self-empowering group psychotherapy, train
ings, audiotapes for home use, plus our new comprehensive lifelong Bodymind Mast~ry program. 
For Information: The Bodymind Integration Center, 118 Main St, Wateftown, MA 02472 
Tel. 617-926-9770 

MASSAGE THERAPY 

Professional 
Massage Therapist 

• Men and Women 
• SWedish/Sports,Massage $45jhr. 

• Retlexology 
• Aromas, Candles & Oils 

Lucille's Body Shop 
Easily Accessible from Rt.128 & Rt.9 

893-1369 
Mon.-Sat. 9-8 

Barbara Nelson 

•t~''f f:J'''''i'j:ti;'''D 
Deep Tissue & Swedish Massage for 

NATURAL PAIN RELIEF 
STRESS REDUCTION 

RELAXATION 
$10 off first visit with this ad 
1108 Beacon St. Newton• 617-332-6044 

For As Low As 
$32/I nsertio~ 

Your Ad · 
Can Appear Here 

· Please CaH Dan At 
781-433-8265 

new interests 

And here's what you'll be giving yourself: 
• Peace of mind, knowing another caring adult 

is interacting with your daughter 
• Some needed time for yourself 

For more information call Jewish Big Sisters at 617-965-7055, 
or e mail us at "bbbs@ · t :' 

\'v"' · 11 be doing ~f.lm<'fhtng ~rc1..d f1.1r '1..14lr dJ41ghtc-r 
Ancl fvr \4.)4.lrojc-!f 

1/3 Off Your Return Fare 
From Logan International 

With our "Priority Ticket" 
One Coupon Per Ride, Round Trip Fares Only 

Call RED CAB'S 24-Hour service 

734-5000 
For Express Service to Logan 

Servicing: Brookline - Allston - Brighton - Newton 
Jamaica Plain And The Hospitals 

P.O. Box 457 - 111 Boylstor.i St - Brookline 02146 
PRIORITY TICKET expires 60 ays from date of issue . 

____ s_e_rv_ice_d_e_pe_n_ds_o_n _ca_b_a_va_ila_b_ility_._.__ __ www __ .red_c_a_bs_.c_om __ ;._..:...:... l• JhOg 1 

U '' .Tlli1c 
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Savoring 
• passions 

GRIFFIN, from page 16 
activities. Often I have been tempted 
to tum away from baseball and other 
sports on the grounds of frivolity. 
Aren't professional sports so domi
nated by money that they have lost 
their legitimacy? And opera singers 
- are they not the most spoiled peo
ple around? 

Arguments like these have some 
bite but not enough to offset love. 
Opera and baseball may have large 
faults and perhap should have been 
replaced as I grew older. But I care 
about them and treasure all of the 
great moments experienced as a fan. 
Enthusiasms are good for the soul 
and enrich human life no end. 

So you can bet that the passage of 
years will not change these addic
tions which have survived the tests of 
so much time already. Keep bringing 
on heroic tenors like Ben Heppner 
who can rouse huge audiences to a 
fine frenzy; let home run hitter Mark 
McGwire continue belting the ball 
further than anyone else. I will be 
cheering them on. 0 

Richa.rd Griffin is a Cambridge 
resident who sha.res his unique per
spectives with readers in his 
"Growing Older" column. To offer 
column ideas, e-mail at 
rbgriffl 80@aol.com, or call 
(781) 433-8328. 

Preserving 
architecture 
ABERDEEN, from page 3 
that point, said FitzPatrick, it takes 
up to three years to get the initial 
grant and seven years to complete 
the designation. 

"It's a long battle," she said. _ 
"Regulatory control takes a long 
time for people to get comfortable 
with." A successful designation 
would make matching grants avail
able for municipally-owned or build
ings owned by nonprofit organiza
tions. 

Once the community petition has 
been submitted, the mayor must 
appoint a study committee to prepare 
a report on the needs of the area and 
'to draft guidelines of standards and 
criteria for any building in the desig
nated area. The district designation 
has to be approved by a two-thirds 
vote of the Boston Landmarks 
Commission and then approved by 
the mayor and City Council. 

Landmarks Commission represen
tatives reminded the audience that 
the hearing had been held to inform 
residents what the options are and is 
only the beginning stage of the 
process and that no decisions were 
being made that night 

"Informally, we're certainly glad 
to have your insight," said Lipsey. 
"What we're asking from you is a 
partnership that is going to be bind
ing and ongoing." 

She recommended that residents 
attend a Historic Commission hear
ing in one of Boston's neighbor
hoods - such as the Back Bay, 
South End or Beacon Hill - that 
has already been designated a his
toric district, in order to see the 
bureaucracy involved firsthand. 

"Very often, some people want 
less protection, some people want 
more," said Lipsey. 

FitzPatrick added that pursuing 
"the National Register District des
ignation is the perfect place to 
start." 0 
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... And help is exactly what we offer with Communfty Newspaper Company's 
three Holiday Gifl Guides. During the week of November 23 and through the 

week of December 14, our 300,000+ readers look here for guidance on 
holiday gift ~iving for everyone on their lists. 

' 
Don't let your business be left out in the cold. 

Talk to your account representative today and be sure to ask about web 
advertising specials on our award winning website, www.townonline.com 

GIFT GUIDE ISSUE DATES 

"General Gift Ideas" - November 24 & 26 (deadline November 13) 
"Gift Guide 2: Kids" - December 8 & 10 (deadline November 27) 
"Last Minute Ideas" - December 15 & 17 (deadline December 4) 

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS ISSUE DATE 

- December 19 (deadline December 11) ·- .............. . 

For more information, call 

781.433.8200 and ask for a sales manager. 

'Ezyeri(;tfce tfi.e ~omance ~ Mven.ture l,ive On 'f<:;el 

·. DEC. 26-29 ·~tcenter 
SPECIAL SAVINGS FOR KIDS! 

SAVE $3 AND GET VOUCHER GOOD FOR 
A FREE SMALL POPCORN at participating . COMMUNITY 

Hoyt's Theaters with the purchase of a ticket for a JilljjJ]~~~PER. 
child under 12. (Savings Do Not Apply Tu VTP Se3tS) W>W•.lcwoonlne.com 

Courtesy of COl\iMUNITY NEWSPAPER COMPANY 

Good for the following performames: Sat. Dec. 26 at7:00 PM, 
Mon. Dec. 28 at 11 :30 AM, Tue. Dec. 29 at 3:30 PM 

Offer good J/1/98 - 1/1199 at HOYTS . .. 

Offer good at the BOX OFFICE, 
all TICKETMASTER outlets or 

BY PHONE: 
(617 /508) 931-20Q,O 
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SCHOOL NE-W-S 

How to read the scores on 
state' S MCAS report cards 
Experts caution: 
don't overreact 
By Chris Szechenyi 
CNC Projects Editor 

S oon after Thanksgiving, par
ents who had children in 
Boston's fourth, eighth or 

10th grade last spring will receive a 
report card that shows how they per
fonned on what some state officials 
have called ''the toughest test ever 
taken" by students in Massachusetts. 

The tests included sections on sci
ence, math and English and took stu
dents as many as 17 hours to com
plete, taken over the course of three 
weeks. They are designed to evaluate 
how well students are doing in a 
new, uniform cunicula outlined by 
the state. 

Because of the unprecedented 
level of detail in the tests, it took 
more than 400 computer programs to 
sort the results and spin them out into 
an understandable fonnat that should 
tell parents where their children stand . 
compared to standards set by other 
students at the school they attend; 
compared to the entire local school 
district; and compared to the level of 
achievement set by students in the 
same grade across the state. 

Now the challenge may be for par
ents to interpret the results of their 

children's performance. To help to 
explain the new fonnat, the graphic 
included here offers a sample of a 
student report that will be provided to 
students and their parents in 
December. 

According to officials at the state 
Department of Education, the first 
part of the report to check will be the 
overall performance levels each child 
achieved in math, science and 
English language arts. 

Listed immediately below the stu
dent's name, general performance 
levels include advanced, proficient, 
in need of improvement or failing. 

Bracing for the results 
By Heidi B. Perlman 
CNC Staff Writer 

I t took students up to 17 hours 
to complete the state's assess
ment test last spring, but their 

parents will need just a few min
utes to download most of the 
questions off of the Internet 

The Department of Education 
last week released about 80 per
cent of the Massachusetts 
Comprehensive Assessment 
System exam - nearly 300 ques
tions - encouraging feedback 
from the public, parents and edu
cators. 

''We have developed a test that 
truly challenges our young people 
to a higher standard," said 
Commissioner of Education 
David Driscoll. "This is the hard
est test these students have ever 
taken, and there is no better use 
for it than as a diagnostic tool." 

But with the test available for 
use in the classroom, some area 
educators are concerned teachers 
will begin to focus their energy on 
readying students to take the 
exam, rather than on properly 
teaching the material. 

''We have now reoriented our 
whole instructional program 
around the MCAS," said Hudson 
Superintendent Sheldon Berman. 
"Half of this test is about test-tak
ing abilities. I'm not in favor of 
that." 

The exam was given for the 
first time last spring to students in 
grades 4, 8 and 10. Questions 
were written based entirely on the 
state's new curriculum frame
works in math, science and tech
nology and English. 

Starting next spriqg, eighth- and 
10th-graders will also be teste4 in 

history/social science, and a for
eign language test will eventually 
be added. 

Results are due out on Nov. 30, 
and will be released by state, by 
district, by school and by stu
dents. 

Both educators and some state 
officials have predicted that the 
results will be disappointing, 
because many districts had not yet 
aligned their curricula with the 
framework when the exam was 
given, meaning many students 
were tested on material they had 
not yet learned. 

In submitting comments to the 
state after giving the test, many 
educators complained that parts of 
the exam were written far above 

. grade level. 
"I think we should continue to 

hold high standards for everyone, 
but we should be realistic about 
those standards," said 
Framingham Curriculum Director 
Margery Sauer. "It's not fair to test 
a fourth-grader on a writing sam
ple at an eighth-grade level. We 
have to be careful." 

Driscoll refused to venture a 
guess about how high the failure 
rate might be, but said he thought 
the results would be a wake-up 
call for some parents. 

"Generally speaking, parents 
need to have their standards raised 
as well," he said. 'This will be a 
dose of reality for those who think 
everything is just fine." 

Parents will receive individual 
reports on their child's perfor
mance, schools will receive 
detailed, thick reports document
ing every answer every student 
gave to every question. 

RESULTS,pagel9 

They are designed to describe each 
child's achievement level in general, 
summary terms. 

On the right is a graphic display 
·that shows where each child's scores 
fall within those broad categories. 

This graphic is designed to show 
where in a performance category a 
student scores. 

Experts.have urged parents to read 
how each performance level is 
defined, to explain the new tenninoJ
ogy of MCAS and the expectations 
of each performance level. 

In rough terms, an "advanced" 
score is like an A; "proficient" means 
a B; "needs improvement'' rates a C; 
and ''failing" is the equivalent of a D. 

For a broader perspective, the bar 
chart at the bottom of the student 
report shows how this particular stu
dent's performance compares to 
other students at his or her school; to 
other students in the school district; 
and to the state average for the grade. 

Experts downplayed the compara
tive aspect of the report. 

''What's important is that your 
child meets the standards, not 
whether he or she does better than 
others," said Rick Atkins, an assess
ment specialist for the state 
Department of Education. 

Experts have also cautioned par
ents and others against reading low 
scores as signs of failure. 

"Remember these are the highest 
standards that schools and students 
have ever been held to, so they 
shouldn't be sutprised by the scores 
they receive," said Linda Neri, com
munications manager for the 
Massachusetts Coalition for Higher 
Standards, a nonprofit group of 16 
school districts. "They shouldn't be 
alanned if they're in a lower catego
ry than they expected." 

To better prepare Boston's students 
and parents, the city's School 
Department has prepared a newslet
ter for each family, comparable to 
one that was sent out last fall, geared 
towards letting parents know how 
their students' grade levels taught the 
test materials. 

'There is the perception that the 
scores will likely be disappointing," 
said Tracy Lynch, a spokesman for 
the School Department. 

Boston schools will hold open 
houses in January where teachers 
will be available to elaborate on their 
academic programs, according to 
Lynch. She said that beforehand, 
both teachers and administrators will 
attend workshops regarding test fol
low-up. 

"There'll probably be both con:fu
L MCAS, page20 
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·Silber cautions against 
excessive MCAS anxiety 

Immigration Lawyer 

PAUL SHANE 

• An experienced US immigration anorney with international training._ 

Calls test first step 
in long process 
of reform 
By Heidi B. Perlman 
CNC Staff Writer · R ather than judging the stu

dents who score poorly on 
the MCAS exam, Board of 

Education chairman John Silber is 
encouraging the public to judge the 
complex curriculum frameworks on 
which the assessment test was 
based. 

Results of the first round of the 
Massachusetts Comprehensive 
Assessment System exam are due 

. out Nov. 30 and are expected to be 
disappointing. 

The exam was written based on 
the state's new curriculum frame
works, a set of guidelines for what 
students should be learning in each 
grade in every subject. But because 
several of the guidelines were not 
finalized until just months before 
the exam was given, many students 
were tested on information they had 
not yet learned. 

And because they were. drafted by 
committee - and not, as Silber 
says, "on Mt Sinai" - most are 
long, detailed and contain more 
information than can be covered in a 
single school year. 

''There are frameworks where a 
test testing on all aspects of the 
framework could not be passed by a 
Ph.D.," Silber says. "We either have 
to develop very selective tests, or go 
back and fine tune the frameworks." 

Students in grades 4, 8 and 10 
took the MCAS exam in all major 
subjects over a three-week period 
last spring. 

The exam is widely thought to be 
one of the toughest tests ever given 
in the state, and predictions among 
both educators and state officials are 
that the first round of scores will be 
pom:. 

The test is scheduled to be given 
annually, as a way to both assess 
student work and evaluate the sue-

Waiting for 
the fallout 
RESULTS, from page 18 

Poor student results this year will 
hold no consequences for students, 
but passing the test will be a require
ment for graduation starting with the 
class of 2003. 

Schools will be required to set a 
goal for achievement in future years 
after this year's scores are released, 
Driscoll said. 

With the test questions on hand to 
compare with student answers, teach
ers will be able to see where their 
teaching strengths and weaknesses 

·lie, and where certain students need 
more assistance, he said. 
· But while the results will be 

important in assessing students' abili
ties, even more impqrtant is what 
changes are made in the classroom as 
a result of the first round of test 
scores. 

' 'This is a tremendous tool that 
we've never had before," he said. 
"The results will be what they are, 
but with this test I believe classroom 
practiie ~ ~· 0 

cess of Education Reform. 
Eventually the test will become a 

high stakes exam, and as of 2003, 
passing it will be a requirement for 
high school graduation. 

Silber stresses the need to .think of 
the first round of MCAS results as a 
mere baseline on which to gauge 
results in later years. 

"Let's be quite candid," he says. 
''This is the first time we have 
developed a test aligned with the 
frameworks in Massachusetts, and 
the alignment may not be perfect. 
There is no guarantee." 

Education officials, anxious about 
how the public will react when the 
results come out, have been spread
ing the same warning around the 
state for weeks now. 

Officials from the Department of 
Education have held public meet
ings for educators, superintendents, 
parents and the media, warning 
against misinterpreting ihe soon-to
be-released scores. 

Even if the failure rates are high, 
Silber says the information gleaned 
from the first round of scores will 
be unlike any data the schools have 
been handed from an assessment 
test before. 

Results will corrre out by state, by 
district, by school and by student. 
The individual student reports will 
be mailed both to parents and 
schools, and will include the stu
dent's answer to each question. 

''This is the first diagnostic-of the 
work being done by children," 
Silber says. ''This will help us eval
uate the frameworks, and it is a 
major achievement." 

Though it has taken since 
Education Reform was passed in 
1993 to get to this point, Silber says 
the state still has a long way to go. 

"I have said since the first day I 
took on this job that reforming the 
schools in Massachusetts is a 25-
year project," he says. ''It is the 
work of a generation." 0 

•Equipped to deal with your varied immigration issues. 
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•Temporary work visas (H & L). 

• Permanent residence (green cards) through family & work sponsorship. 

• Green card lottery applications. 

Suite 350, One Gateway Center 
Washington Street, Newton, MA 02458-2802 
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~aft work still unfmished 
Principal expects 
to see revised 
architectural plan 
next month 
By Judy Wasserman 
TAB Correspondent 

T aft Middle School Principal 
Irene McCarthy still can't 
get over the condition her 

school was in just weeks before it 
opened this year. 

The building contractor had 
stopped calling her, which she 
thought was odd. So she decided to 
see for herself how the $2.7 million 
renovation project was progressing. 

. It wasn't. 
"It looked like a bombed-out shel

ter," she said. ''Everything was just 
left - wires hanging, big holes in 
the floor." 

The conditions prompted the city 
to fire the contractor and put in place 
a last-minute plan to get the Warren 
Street school building ready for 
opening day on Sept. 9. School was 
able to open on time, but it still has a 
long way to go before its renova
tions are complete. 

Still to be done is the refurbish
ment of classrooms on the first and 
second floors, the auditorium, the 
library and specialty classrooms -
art, music and drama - in the base
ment. An elevator must be built to 
comply with the federal Americans 
With Disabilities Act; all finishing 
work throughout the building must 
be completed, and some hallways 
must be soundproofed. 

Cauldwell, chief of staff for School 
Superintendent Thomas Payzant. 

"I was appalled by the condition 
of the building," said Cauldwell. 
"There are no words to describe it. 
From top to bottom, everything was 
left undone." 

The contractor, Shuman 
Construction Co. of South Boston, 
was fired July 21 for "nonperfor
mance and nonpayment of subcon
tractors." David Smith, 
Neighborhood Development's pro
ject manager at Taft, said Shuman 
was certified, bonded, insured and 
had good references. Nonetheless, he 
estimated that just 30 percent of the 

"We know there's 
asbestos in the school, 
but it's well wrapped. 
We're allowed to have 
asbestos as long as it's 

not exposed." 

David Smith 

renovation project was completed 
when the company was fired. 

With little time left before the 
Sept. 9 opening, Payzant's office and 
the city's Department of 
Neighborhood Development, which 
is overseeing the Taft project, imme
diately hired another contractor, W.T. 
Rich. 

Working double shifts, W.T. 

· presents a health risk to the build
ing's occupants. 

''I've seen kids hanging <;>ff of 
pipes in the cafeteria that have 
asbestos on them." Donovan said. 
''The city says it's encapsulated, but 
when a kid sticks a pencil [through 
the wrapped asbestos on pipes] he 
can puncttire it and it's nb longer 
safe." 

Smith, however, said all the . 
asbestos in the school has been man
aged properly. 

"We know there's asbestos in the 
school, but it's well wrapped," he 
said. ''We're allowed to have 
asbestos as long as it's not 
exposed." 

Smith also said that tests per
formed by certified environmental 
consultants showed that the school. 
was free of airborne asbestos. He 
said the state's Department of 
Environmental Protection also gave 
the school a clean bill of health. 

McCarthy, meanwhile, said 
Neighborhood Development staff 
are doing their best to get workers to 
complete the "odds and ends" that 
need to be done. For example, 
installing bulletin boards so that stu
dent work can be displayed without 
ruining woodwork "really has an 
impact on learning," she said. 

Winship begins after-school 
program 
Winship Elementary School inau
gurated its new after-school pro
gram on Nov. 9. 

Even though the program is Jim-
. ited to 26 students, "there are some 
seats left," said Principal Antonio 
Barbosa, who was "extremely 
pleased" with the new program 
because "I know there is a need for 
it." 

Last year's after-school program, 
run by an outside agency, never 

1 
met its enrollment capacity of 40. 
Deemed too costly to continue, it 
was closect by the end of 
November. 

This year, said Barbosa, "our 
contacts with the YMCA were 
fruitful," and a new program was 
established. A similar program is 
run at Baldwin Elementary 
School. 

Baldwin's program has reached 
its 26-student capacity, according to 
Principal Suzanne Lee. Baldwin 
ran a program similar to Winship's 
last year, which was also discontin
ued for economic reasons. 

"Our hope is to fill needs where 
we can," said Allston-Brighton 
YMCA Executive Director Tun 
Garvin, who said he is pleased with 
the Wmship and Baldwin after
school programs. "If we can collab
orate informally with schools" to 
provide needed services, "we will," 
he added. 

Barbosa said the new after
school program is a good example 
of various segments of a communi
ty working together - the schools, 
the YMCA and Mayor Thomas 
Menino's office. The new program 

www.townonlll\e.com/allsfc5ttbf¥g1itoti fl 

was established in conjunction with 
the mayor's "2-6 Initiative," which 
aims to involve children in struc
tured, organized activities after 

. school from 2-6 p.m.. 
Staffed by Allston-Brighton 

YMCA personnel, Winship's after
school program runs Monday 
through Friday from 2:30-6 p.m. 
and is open to Winship students 
only. Activities include neighbor
hood expeditions, homework time, 
playing in Wmship's new school
yard and snack time. Fees ·are on a 
sliding-scale basis. 

For more information, call 
YMCA Youth Director Terri Mulks 
at 782-3535. 

Edison holds open house 
Edison Middle School will host an 
open house on Tuesday, Dec. 1, 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Report cards 
will be released, and parents will 
have an opportunity to visit their 
children's classrooms and meet with 
teachers. Refreshments will be 
served. 

For more information, call the 
school at 635-8436. 

St. Hennan's celebrates 
harvest festival 

St. Herman of Alaska Christian 
School in Allston recently hosted 
its annual Harvest Festival. The 
morning included seasonal music, a 
sing-along, traditional grupes, 
dances and storytelling and a 
homemade harvest breakfast. The 
school also continued its traditional 
old-fashioned baked goods contest 
at the event. 

- Judy Wasserman 

McCarthy has met with the archi
tect and the Department of 
Neighborhood Development to 
review the next construction phase. 
She said she expects to ee a new 
plan in early December which incor
porates suggested changes. Also, a 
new cost analysis will be done, with 
some renovation items likely elimi
nated. The project should go out for 
bid in March. 

Rich's workmen refurbished all the 
classrooms in the annex and on the 
third floor, completed new bath
rooms on the first and third floors, 
fully wired the building for the 
Internet and installed a state-of-the
art fire alarm system. 

Inconveniences in the 102-year
old school include no shelves in 
c1osets, no locks on doors and insllf
ficient storage. Dozens of boxes of 
paperwork and curriculum materials 
are stored in offices, the library and 
the auditorium. Consequently, look
ing for necessary paperwork can be 
"frustrating and time-consuming," 
said McCarthy. 

Because of construction, technolo
gy implementation was also behind 
schedule, but new computers have 
been installed in several areas, 
including the library. 

Evaluating student scores 

In the meantime, Taft students and 
teachers have adjusted to life in an 
unfinished school. With the auditori
um off limits, all-school activities are 
held either in the gym or cafeteria. 

''We can live with this for now 
because we know we will have a 
beautiful auditorium," said 
McCarthy. 

The school's unfinished conditions 
are a marked improvement over its 
state in July, according to Kenneth 

Because of their "remarkable job," 
said McCarthy, Taft was able to 
open on time. 

But Paul Donovan, who works for 
Shuman, disputes the city's state
ments about his company's work 
and questions whether the school is 
safe for students. 

Although Donovan acknowledged 
that Shuman did have problems pay
ing its subcontractors, he said the 
company was fired only after it 
uncovered asbestos in the school in 
July and alerted the city to that fact. 

According to Donovan the 
asbestos, whic~ is encapsulated, still 

In addition, another site will need 
to be found for eighth-grade gradua
tion in the spring. It is usually held 
in the auditorium, but last year, due 
to construction, it was held at 
Harvard Business School. 

Although construction caused 
some distraction from teaching and 
learning last year, Taft teachers 
"were outstanding and did not fall 
apart," said McCarthy. Teachers and 
administrators pitched in and made 
sure curriculum standards were met, 
she said. 0 

TAB staff writer Linda 
Rosencrance contributed lo this 
report. 

MCAS, from page 18 
sion and anxiety on the part of the 
parents," Lynch said. ''We're prepar
ing the faculty." 

This year's test was, in essence, a 
trial run, an attempt to "set the bar" 
and identify both deficiencies in the 
test and in school curricula. For now, 
parents should consider the test 
scores ''baseline data," Atkins said. 

In other words, experts caution, 
don't overreact. 

''The standards are tougher than in 
the past," Atkins said. ''It's going to 
take time for both schools and stu
dents to adjust to the new standards." 

To see how each child did within 
each subject area, the check marks in 
the middle of the report card break 
down each test into components. For 

Wingate at Brighton is a long-term and post-acute skilled nursing 
facility where compassion meets gracious living. On the outside, 
beautifully landscaped grounds surround us. On the inside, 
elegance and comfort abounds. Not only are we committed to 
returning individuals to their optimum lifestyle and independence, 
but we provide a place where the partnership between residents, 
families, and caregivers is deeply valued. 

Our services include: 

• 24-hour Skilled Nursing Care ·Wound Management 

·Comprehensive Rehab Program ·Pain Management 

·Medically Complex Care • Diabetic Management 
Management ·Surgical Recovery 

• IV Therapy • Care and Comfort 

To find out more about the home-I ike setting of Wingate at Brighton, 
please call 617-787-2300. 
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example, they indicate if a student 
was weaker or stronger in writing or 
reading on his English language arts 
test. So he or she may have been 
considered "proficient'' at English 
language arts but with an identified 
weakness in writing. That is designed 
to help schools target areas for 
improvement. 

'"There's a lot here that was never 
available before -individual results 
broken down student by student," 
Neri said. ''Previous tests were not 
based on standards used across the 
state." 

Inevitably, the start of a new, 
statewide standard means parents and 
students shouldn't be surprised if 
many of the report cards are disap
pointing. But experts agreed that the 
test is chapter one in an effort to 
strengthen school programs across 
Massachusetts 

'There should be significant 
improvement in the next three to five 
years," Neri aid. 0 

MENOPAUSAL 
·HEALTHY 

WOMEN 
with vaginal dryness, 42-80 
years old, needed for research 
study of new treatment. 
Participation involves physical 
exams, blood tests, ultrasounds, 
questionnaires, Pap smear, 
mammogram. Reimbursement 
up to $400. For more informa
tion, call Drs. Shifren or Nahum 
at Massachusetts General 
Hospital (617) 724-1829. 
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PORTS. 
Good sportsman joins Pee-Wee All-Star team 
Allston defenseman makes 
elite youth hockey roster 
By Chad Konecky 
TAB Correspondent 

A llston's Gregory O'Brien will be 
gunning to strike a blow for USA 
hockey this winter when he jour

neys to Quebec, Canada, as part of an elite 
Greater Boston hockey entry in the 1998 
America's Cup international competition. 

O'Brien isn't the kind of kid who would 
head north of the border with a chip on his 
shoulder, mind you. None of that "Kill the 
Canadians" nonsense. In fact, the O'Brien 
says the biggest contribution he gives to his 
teammates is friendship. 

"I kind of bring a sense of friendship to the 
team," said O'Brien, a 13-year-old Allston 
resident. "I'm a real teammate." 

And he'll be a real sporting competitor to 

his Canadian opponents. Of course, O'Brien 
didn't make the Greater Boston Pee-Wee 
All-Star Junior Bruins just because of his 
sunny personality. A 4-foot-
11, 110-pound defenseman, he 
possesses solid skating skills 
and a physical ability to move 
forwards off the puck and out 
of the crease. 

O'Brien's overall athleti
cism may be his best asset. He 
was the catcher on the Allston 
Little League Indians Major 
League championship team 
two years ago. 

"He's a good kid and he's 
got a great personality for the Gregory O'Brien 
sport," Allston-Brighton 
Youth Hockey President John Bruno said. 
"He's got great talent. He's always giving 
people encouragement. Greg makes the play
ers around hilJl better, and he's a great pres-

ence in the locker room." 
O'Brien had to advance through three gru

eling spring and summer tryouts to become 
one of the top 25 candidates 
invited to the final tryout this 
fall. In stick-handling, skating 
and hitting drills that truly 
showcased his talents, O'Brien 
did enough to earn one of only 
18 roster spots on a team that 
represents the top players in 
eastern Massachusetts. . 

"A lot of my friends have been 
on the Canada trip before and 
they've told me it was a great 
experience, and I'm really look
ing forward to it," said O'Brien. 

Allston-Brighton players have 
a recent history of performing well against 
international competition. 

In 1997, a 9-and-under all-star team from 
Allston-Brighton (A-B) called the Flyers, the 

only American squad at Quebec's 65-teani 
Vicioriaville Provincal Novice Tournament, 
ripped off a 5-0 record and took home the 
gold medal in its 16-team bracket. 

The stated purpose of next year's 
America's Cup tournament is to provide a 
good, competitive hockey environment·with- -~11 in the context of a cultural exchange. 1 j 

In order for the team to ac~ept its invita- 1 • 

! tion to the event, the Junior Bruins all-stars 
must raise more than $20,000 to fund the 
trip. Each player is responsible for soliciting 
donations from area businesses and resi-
dents, and the team will also be selling raffle 
tickets for a chance to win Boston Bruins 
tickets and other prizes. 0 

To make a tax-deductible donation to the 
team, checks can be made out to the Greater 
Boston Pee-Wee All-Star Junior Bruins and 
mailed c/o Greg O'Brien, 12 Bradbury St., 
Allston, 01234. The tax-deductible reference 
number is 22-321-4508. 

End· of the road for Bengals basketball 
Brighton bows out 
in preseason hoop 
league tournament 

By Chad Konecky 
TAB Correspondent 

B righton High spent six 
days basking in the lime
light of a stunning upset 

against the No. 1 seeded Jackson
Mann Community Center house 
team in the JMCC Preseason High 
School Invitational League play
offs. But the eighth-seeded Bengals 
( 1-6), missing their top scorer, fell 
back to earth in the league tourna
ment semifinals with a 53-31 loss 
to No. 3 seed East Boston. 

Junior forward Shaun Davis 
scored a game-high 15 points for 
East Boston, which had four play
ers finish the game in double fig
ures. 

Brighton sorely missed sopho
more guard Alberto Paniagua, who 
averaged 14 points per game in the 
eight-week regular season, but 
moved back to the Dominican 
Republic after scoring 22 points in 
the Bengals' shocking upset of the 
JMCC squad earlier this month. 

Brighton junior small forward 
Brandon Sowers kept the Bengals 
close early on and finished with a 
team-high 14 points, but East 
Boston turned a 16-13 edge into a 
27-13 lead at the break. Davis 
ignited the 11-0 run with a mid
court steal followed by a swooping 
one-handed dunk. 

Senior guard Tess Woldessie fin
ished with 11 points, while senior 
forward Ramall Lane and junior 
point guard Andrew Humphries 
added 10 apiece for the Jets. It 
could have been worse if not for a 
second straight defensive showcase 
by Brighton senior point guard 
Denroy Athill, who contained the 
usually explosive Humphries. 

''Brighton was just really excited 
to be there," league director Dan 
Cuddy said. "Everyone expected 
that game to be a showdown 
between the No. 1 and the No. 3 
sfeds in TMCC and East Roston 

Brighton played hard, but they 
were overmatclied." 

So while the '98 East Division 
regular-season champion JMCC 
house team, the league's 1997 run
ner-up, sat idle, league newcomer 
East Boston advanced to the title 
game. 

The Jets' championship opponent 
is plenty familiar to league fans. 
The fifth-seeded and defending 
league champion Hyde Park AAU 
entry (5-2) reached the finals for 
the fourth straight year despite fin
ishing third in the East Division. 

Hyde Park lost the 1995 and '96 
title games to Bo ton English, 
which has since left the league, 
before edging the JMCC la t 
November to win the '97 crown. 

Hyde Park, the tournament's No. 
5 seed, reached the finals thanks to 
a 66-57 upset of No. 2 seed and 
West Division Champion 
Brookline High, which had won 
four straight. 

Senior shooting guard Greg 
Kristof, who nailed the game-win
ning bucket in Hyde Park's double
overtime quarterfinals upset of No. 
4 seed Trinity Catholic, exploded 
for a game-high 22 points, includ
ing 18 in the first half to lead Hyde 
Park. 

Even so, Brookline (4-3) took a 
36-31 lead into the break as 
Warriors' junior forward Leonid 
Gaskill (eight points) and senior 
point guard Marc Tucker (six 
points) calmly led an opportunistic 
attack. 

But Hyde Park's 6-foot-4 center 
Frankie Wall, a senior at 
Brookline's Brimmer & Mae 
School, scored 12 points and col
lected six blocks to wear Brookline 
out in the paint down the stretch. 
Hyde Park's Jamal Smith, a senior 
swingman at Boston's J.E. Burke 
High, scored eight consecutive sec
ond-half points after sustaining a 
chipped tooth from a stray elbow 
after the break. 0 

The JMCC preseason league 
championship game took place this 
past Saturday after press time. 

' 



Page 22 The Allston-Brighton TAB, November 24-30, 1998 

Soccer's friend 
Brett Jacobs develops 
young talent and 
fosters excitement 
for the game 

By Chad Konecky 
TAB Correspondent 

B righton's Brett Jacobs has 
witnessed soccer nirvana. 
He has seen it, believe it 

or·not, inside the contiguous 
United States. 

The little slice of heaven is the 
Pe:nsacola Soccer Complex, an 
international training facility which 
fe9.tures 12 Bermuda grass fields 
and draws some of 
the world's best 

helping to create and nurture a 
growing fan and talent base. But 
what's really special about Brett 
Jacobs is that he exudes his love of 
the game. Somewhere in between 
his almost overwhelming responsi
bilities with the Crusaders in West 
Yarmouth and the demands of stay
ing in elite playing condition, 
Jacobs found time this fall to coach 
soccer at Cambridge Rindge and 
Latin High School. 

"I knew Cambridge was a unique 
place and a great school with a 
super tradition," said Jacobs, a 
native of Dayton, Ohio. "It was just 
something I couldn't pass up. I was 
lucky enough to be working for the 

Crusaders, who 
allowed me to do 

"What's going to 
make the U.S. a 

that." 

www.townonline.com/allstonbrighton 

SPORTS 

players. On those 
coldest of New 
England winter 
days, Jacobs can't 
help but daydream 
about crossing pass
es arcing there · 
through the Florida 
sunshine. 

soccer country is to 
get a generation C?f 
people who played 

In his first sea
son on the job, he 
took a Falcons' 
soccer squad dec
imated by gradu
ation losses last 
June to a second 
straight state 
association 
Division 1 tour
nament. 
Cambridge was 
the Greater 
Boston League 
runner-up and 
posted a 12-2-2 
record in 1997, 
but overachieved 
its way to a 9-6-3 
mark this fall. 

Brett Jacobs of Brighton is director of youth development for Major League Soccer's New England Revo1ution farm team, the Cape 
Cod Crusaders. 

The Faneuil 
the game as 
youngsters 

'influencing the next 
generation to be in 
the sport early on." 

- Brett Jacobs, Cape Cod 

Street resident isn't 
just a casual 
observer. This is a 
guy from whom 
folks can learn. 
Jacobs, 28, was a 
collegiate midfield
er at the University 
of Southern 
Alabama and is in 
his seventh year 
playing on pro soc-

Crusaders' director of Youth 
Development 

cer's minor league 
U.S. circuit. Despite a natural 
tenacity that has allowed him to 
excel as a 5-foot-8, 160-pounder, 
Jacobs is probably making his 
biggest impact off the field these 
days. 

He spends his 9-to-5 hours as 
director of youth development for 
Major League Soccer's New 
England Revolution farm team, the 
Cape Cod Crusaders. His official 
job description say something 
about being responsible for pro
moting the sport of soccer among 
young athletes from Boston to 
southeastern Massachusetts while 

Jacobs' positive 
impact wouldn't 

have been hard to predict for those 
who know his background. He 
holds an Advanced National 
Diploma for coaching from the 
National Scholastic Coaches 
Athletic.Association, and is also 
licensed in Brazilian soccer coach
ing techniques by the Sao Paulo 
Coaches Association. 

As part of his everyday duties, 
Jacobs closely oversees 10 weeks 
of summer soccer camp run by the 
Crusaders and staffed by players on 
the team roster. The camp serves 
two age groups: children from 6 
through 13 years old; and teens 

And the Winner& are: 

from 14 through 17 years old. 
"What's going to make the U.S. a 

soccer country is to get a generation 
' of people who played the game as 

youngsters influencing the next 
generation to be in the sport early 
on," Jacobs said. "America is full 
of extraordinary athletes. Once we 
get a Michael Jordan- or a Barry 
Sanders-type of athlete playing soc-

Sane stars on Suffolk 
tennis squad 
Anta Sane of Allston recently 
capped an outstanding season as the 
Suffolk University women's tennis 
team finished its best campaign in 
school history en route to winning 
the Great Northeast Athletic 
Conference championship. 

Sane, a junior majoring in com
munications, finished the season 
with a 15-0 record while playing in 
the number 5 singles position. Her 
run included a· perfect 13-0 streak in 
the regular season, topped off by a 
pair of victories in the GNAC 
Tournament. 

She also compiled a 10-3 record 
in regular-season doubles while 

Best Design-Winner 
Wellesley High School Band 
Elizabeth Bernardo 

People's Choice Award-Winner 
MSJA Social Justice Club 
Kathleen Fraser 

James Brown 
Sean Fitzgibbons 
Michael Wolf 
Advisor: Mr. Scott 

Best Design-Runner Up 
Russian School of Mathematics 
Levon Margolin 
Iiya Rifkin 
Rita Rozenblum 
Mike Sirota 
Advisor: Mrs. Olga Dadasheva 

townonlineocom 

-Maggie Kagan 
Katie O'Hara 
Candida O'Connell 
Jackie Rose 
Advisor: Greg Lewis 

People's Choice Award-Runner up 
Newton North High School Ultimate Frisbee 
Dave Bernstein 
Brendan Keegan 
Jeremy Siegel 
Advisor: Jonathan Lesser 

Om mun ity Connection» I COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
COMPANY 
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cer, then we'll win a World Cup." 
The Crusaders organization also 

stages clinics for coaches and play
ers throughout the year and coordi
nates a players' speaking tour about 
fitness called "Crusade for Health." 

Two former Crusaders have been 
promoted from United States 
Independent Soccer League 
Division 3 status all the away to 

SPORTS BRIEFS 

Suffolk University women's tennis player 
Anta Sane 

Major League Soccer. Cru aders' 
alumnus Kevin Wiley graced the 
Revolution roster, and Francis 
Okaroh plays for the Chicago Fire. 

The Crusaders are also associat
ed with the USISL A-League 
Worcester Wildfire. 0 

For more infonnation about 
Cape Cod Crusaders games or 
camps, call (508) 790-4782. 

playing number two and finished at 
12-3 after tournament play. 

"Anta just played outstanding for 
us this year," said Suffolk tennis 
coach Rich Levenson. "She has a 
very strong forehand and a very 
strong first serve. She only fell 
behind in one match all season long. 
She is very strong willed and very 
tough mentally." 

Suffolk, coming off a dismal 0-15 
mark in 1997, posted a 12-2 regular
season overall mark this fall, includ
ing a fine 7-1 league record that 
earned the squad a share of the reg
ular season conference title with St. 
Joseph's. It capped off the season by 
winning the GNAC tournament, 
taking a doubles tiebreaker against 
St. Joe's to claim the title. 0 

LEGAL NOTICES 

BENABICHA V. EDWARDS 
LEGAL NOTICE 

COMMONWEAL TH 
OF MASSACHUSETIS 

THE TRIAL COURT 
PROBATE AND FAMILY 
COURT DEPARTMENT 

SUFFOLK DIVISION 
DOCKET NO. 98D2228 

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 

ABDELLAH BENABICHA, Plaintiff 
v. 

GLORIA EDWARDS, Defendant 

To the above named Defendant: 

MORENO V. ZALLUM 
. LEGAL NOTICE 

COMMONWEAL TH 
OF MASSACHUSETIS 

THE TRIAL COURT 
PROBATE AND FAMILY 
COURT DEPARTMENT 

SUFFOLK DIVISION 
DOCKET NO. 9501567 

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 

LILIANA G. MORENO, Plaintiff 
v. 

RAJAI M. ZALLUM, Defendant 

A Complaint has been presented to this To the above named Defendant: 
Court by the Plaintiff, Abdellah A Complaint has been presented to this 
~~l~a~i~~a8kdsg:~inRA~3~~~rti~o~g~etg~~~ Court by the Plaintiff, Liliana G. Moreno, 
1 B) and such furth~r relief as this Court seeking a Divorce. 
deems proper. 

You are required to serve upon Traci 
You are required to serve upon Stephen Overton - attorney for plaintiff - whose ad
A. Russo - attorney for plaintiff - whose dress is Greater Boston Legal Services1 
address is 33 Mount Vernon St, Boston, 197 Friend Street, Boston, MA 0211 q 
MA 02108 your answer on or before Jan- your answer on or before December 17, 
uary 28 1999. If you fail to do so, the 1998. If you fail to do so, the court will 
court wi(I proceed to the hearing and ad- proceed to the hearing and adjudication 
judication of this action. You are also re- of this action. You are also required to file 
quired to file a copy of your answer in the a copy of your answer in the office of the 
office of the Register of this Court at Bos- Register of this Court at Boston. 
ton. 

Witness, Elaine M. Moriarty, Esquire, 
Witness, Elaine M. Moriarty, Esquire, First Justice of said Court at Boston, this 
First Justice of said Court at Boston, this 5th day of October, 1998. 
12th day of November, 1998. Richard lanella 

Richard lanella Register of Probate Court 
Register of Probate Court 

#708201 
#718486 Allston-Brighton Tab, 11/1 O, 11/17, 
Allston-Brighton Tab, 11124., 12/1 , 11/24/98 
12/8/98 
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RELIGION NE"W"S 

Vendors invited to sell at Wednesday, Nov. 25, at 7:30 p.m., ferent location, 6:30-9:30 p.m., on 

Christmas bazaar at Community United Methodist Fridays. The first was held on Nov. 
Church at 519 Washington St., 20 in Lowell. The remaining three 

Tables are available to sell gift Brighton, sponsored by the will be held on Jan. 15 in Brighton; 
items, crafts and other Christmas Christian Churches in Allston- March 5 in Beverly; and May 7 in 
items at St. Anthony's Christmas Brighton. The service will also be a Rockland. To RSVP or for more 
Bazaar. Tables are $35 each. For community time to make donations information, call Sr. Peggy 
information, call 254-5693. to help the victims of Hurricane Cummins, SND, at (978) 453-2562 

St. Columbkille's CYO 
Mitch. All are welcome. If you or e-mail her at 
have any questions, call (617) 783- spcummins@aol.com. 

reunion 0473. 

The seventh annual Allston- Bible study and 
Women invited to explore Brighton reunion celebration of St. prayer group ,. 

Columbkille's C.Y.O. will be held religious life path An evening adult Bible study and Wednesday, Nov. 25, from 8 p.m.-1 
a.m. in the Brighton Elks Hall, 326 Women seeking a different path prayer group meets every Monday 

Washington St., Brighton. interested in learning about religious from 7: 15-9 p.m. at the Brighton 

Admission costs $10. For more life are invited to a series of Evangelical Congregational Church. 

information, call Steve Scanlon at evenings of reflection and informa- The group reflects on the scriptures 

(781) 894-4886. ti.on. These meetings will include a as they pertain to the participants 
light supper, input, group and per- lives and news of the day, The ses-

Invitation to a Thanksgiving sonal prayer time, sharing and an sion continues with a time of prayer. 
opp0rtunity to ask questions of All are welcome. 

eve service Sisters from four different commu- The church is located at 404 
There will be an Ecumenical nities. Washington St., Brighton. Call 254-
Thanksgiving Eve Service Each session will be held at a dif- 4046 for more information. 

BALLOONS ptsc JOCKEYS 

Visit: www.partysolutions.com Balloon-a-grams, Clowns 
& Magicians - Bellygrams, Elvis, Marilyn, Pavarotti, Sinatra 
& more! 888-206-4800 Fax Code 6053 

An Unforgettable Production! DJ/Karaoke, 
Clowns, Balloon Sculptures. "Music for any 
occasion!" 781-324-4373 Fax Code 6029 

Food pantry is open the Augustinians of the Assumption, 

twice a month is associated with Assumption 
College in Worcester. It is open 

Hill Memorial Baptist Church's Monday-Wednesday, fro!Il 8 a.m. 
food pantry is open every second to4p.m. 
and fourth Saturday, from 10 a.m. For more information, call 783-
until noon. The pantry, located in 0495. 
the church at 279 North Harvard St., 
Brighton, serves Allston and Winter Fair Brighton residents. 

Contributions of food or cash are The Allston-Brighton Food Pantry 
welcome. will be having a combination fair 

For more information, call the and bake sale on Saturday, Nov. 28, 
church at (617) 782-4524. from 10-4 p.m. The Wrnter Fair will 

be held at the Brighton Evangelical 

Assumption Center · Congregational Church at 404 

offers Masses 
Washington St. 

The Assumption Center, 330 Market Send your religion announce-
St., Brighton, has Mass enrollments ments to TAB news editor Debra 
for many occasions: weddings, Goldstein. The mailing address is 
anniversaries, birthdays, births, sick- Allston-Brighton TAB, P. 0. Box 
ness and deaths. It also offers per- 9112, Needham, MA 02192-9112. 
petual, five-year, annual and indi- Our fax number is (781) 433-8202. 
vidual Masses. The e-mail address is 

The center, which is the home of dgoldstein@cnc.com. 

EVENT COORDINATORS 

GAD FUNCTION CONSULTANT/COORDINATOR 
Make your event a memorable one! Call to coordi

nate your special day 1-617-364-9533 Fax Code 6048 

C:ATERING 
Dray Dell Entertainment puts a spin on the party! 
+Weddings +Mitzvahs +Corporate +Karaoke +DJ 
Holiday parties! Toll Free 877-372-9335 Fax Code 6018 MUSJCJANS 

Party Unlimited Complete catering needs for 
Weddings * Birthdays * Anniversaries 
& all special occasions. 617-864-3136 

pH11rDREN'S PARTIES 

. GYMBOREE 
Mess up our house, not yours! Have your birthday 
party here at GYMBOREE and leave the work to 

us! Ages 1-6. 1-617-923-3637 Fax Code 6055 

Wal-lex Recreation Center of Waltham 
Birthday parties, bowling, skating, food & drinks in
cluded. Reservations: 781-893-7070 Fax Code 6008 

BIRTHDAY WONDERLAND 

Sean Naughton Everlasting Entertainment Disc 
Jockey Service "Where the fun never stops" 

781-289-4011 or 800-611-9033 Fax 6056 

Kevin Phelan -
Professional Disc Jockey 

for ALL occasions. Great Music - Great Rates - Great 
References! Call anytime (781) 766-9191 

Having A Holid~y Party? Call Frazier Graphic & 
Caricatures for fun and creative entertainment! 
781-259-9380 or 781-259-4448 Fax Code 6060 · 

Piano By · Bruce Holiday Parties, Weddings, Bar 
Mitzvahs, & Special Celebrations. Contemporary, 
Broadway, & Classical. 781-784-2934 Fax 6058 

[PAR.1"¥ FAVORS 

DAYO DESIGNS Personalized party favors and 
jewelry made to order for your party or special 
occasion. Debbie 1-617-277-4325 Fax Code 6009 

$H0E' SRECIAL TIES 

Unique party place for kids. Dazzling lights, music, 
magic, bubbles, dances & games! 617-469-3700 
www.birthdaywondertand.com Fax Code 6004 

INCREDIBLE ANIMAL COMPANY 
Live Educational Animal entertainment. Party at your place 
or at our seacoast facility 617-539-0211 Fax Code 6023 

Mel's Capitol Shoes Wedding shoes dyed 
+ Dance- Ballet/Tap + Doc Marten's + Vans 

DE£DRATING 
1 r·u~:0 .;:, ·, , 

Festive Creations For the best in Centerpieces * 
Favors * Silk Floral Designs * Bridal Baskets & so 
much more! Call Nancy 1·617-924-1592 Fax-Code 6035 

o Place Your Ad in the 

Party Planne~r,:. 

call i -soo-624" ms Exli' 
. ~6 

CARICATURES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
Private/Corporate Events. Call Katz Cartoon Studio 

1-617-484-3101 Fax Code 6046 

Madam YahRe Returns from the Past! Romance Health, 
Finance & Happiness. Let her read your future! Crystal, 
Palms, Tea leaves 617-868-3635 

+ Dr/Nurse clogs & more! 617-734-1411 Fax 6036 
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LOOKING BACK'W"ARD 

The birth of Aberdeen 
Unique Brighton 
neighborhood 
has a short but 
distinguished history 
By William P. Marchione 
TAB Correspondent 

T he Aberdeen section of 
Brighton, which lies just 
outside of Cleveland 

Circle, contains some of the finest 
tum-of-the-century architecture in 
the city of Boston. Burthis unique 
concentration of high-style 
Medieval Revival, Queen Anne, 
Shingle and Colonial Revival edi
fices has experienced a steady ero
sion in recent years at the hands of 
.insensitive developers and absentee 
landlords. 

Under the auspices of the 
Aberdeen & Reservoir Civic 
Association, with help from the 
Boston Landmarks Commission 
and the Brighton-Allston Historical 
Society, concerned residents are 
working to develop strategies to 
protect and preserve the architec
tural and historic fabric of the 
Aberdeen neighborhood for future 
generations of our city's residents 
to enjoy. · 

Aberdeen developed quite late, 
emerging only after 1887, which 
helps explain the high degree of 
architectural unity that exists there. 
As late as 1875, when the first 
detailed map of that section of the 
community appeared, there were 
only three houses in the entire area. 

In earlier times, when farming 
was still the primary occupation of 

, Brighton's population, this south
eastern corner of the town had 
scant appeal. In 1889, the Brighton 
Item described that area as one of 
"vast acres of high, gravel land 
which have never produced any
thing for their owners but grass and 
tax-bills." 

Beacon Street, Brookline, in the vicinity of Corey Hill, before its widening in 1887. 

The existence of two noxious 
' industries in the area also discour

aged early development. One of 
these, the Curtis & Boynton 
Slaughterhouse, which stood a little 
west of the present intersection of 
Sutherland Road and 
Commonwealth Avenue, has been 
described as follows: 

''The largest [slaughtering] busi
ness in Brighton at the time of the 
Civil War [Curtis & Boynton] 
employed from 30 to 50 men and 

required a stable of about 25 work 
horses to do the trucking with fre
quent employment for hired teams. 
This business was that of slaughter
ing hogs, rendering lard and manu
facturing lard oil. The offal from 
the slaughterhouse was usually 
piled up out in the open air and 
quite often not covered with any
thing and was thus allowed to 
decay." 

Another odoriferous slaughter
house, belonging to Joseph L. 
White, stood near the entrance of 
the present Beacon Street MBTA 
carbarns, opposite the Ground 

Round restaurant in Cleveland 
Circle. 

Slaughterhouses, of course, make 
singularly unpleasant neighbors. It 
is understandable that potential 
commuters had little wish to con
gregate near such facilities. 

The prerequisites for high-quality 
residential development in 
AI?erdeen began to emerge only 
after the Civil War. First came the 
building of the nearby Chestnut 
Hill Reservoir, a holding facility 
for Boston's water supply, which 
was constructed between 1866 and 
1870. The completed reservoir was 

Convenience & Value 
Holiday Deli Specials How Thro Dec. 31 

American Cheese $3.19 lb. ~E'Mt,-
Provalone Cheese $3.59 lb. 

a magnificent visual and recre
ational amenity that added greatly 
to the physical charms of the 
neighborhood. In 1880, historian 
S.F. Smith described the setting 
thus: 

"The spot is a lovely one. There 
are cultivated hills around the basin 
from which fine views may be had 
of its winding and graceful lines, 
and its sparkling sheets of water. .. 
The scenery is pleasantly diversi
fied with glimpses of deep blue 
water, and groves of trees and plots 
of green grass." 

Another helpful development 

Supplying all your 
Holiday Needs -

came in 1867 when the Charles 
River Branch Railroad, built 
through the area in 1852, opened a 
depot just east of the present 
Cleveland Circle (on the parking 
lot of the present Circle Cinema). 
The depot was built to accommo
date the large numbers of workers 
employed by the builders of the 
reservoir. This line still exists as the 
Riverside MBTA line. 

The closing of the two local 
slaughterhouses in the early 1870s 
eliminated a major obstacle to 
quality residential development in 

ABERDEEN, page 25 

Including Fresh Baked Pies. 
Choose From: 
Apple, Apricot, Banana Cream, 
Blueberry, Cherry, Chocolate Custard, 
Lemon Meringue, Mince, 
Pecan, Pumpkin, ~~ 
Quiche, Squash, ~ 
and more! ~ 
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LOOKING BACK"W"ARD 

Commonwealth A venue in 1900, just north of Wallingford Road. To the left of the photo is the as yet-undeveloped western part of the 
Aberdeen neighborhood. Streetcars were aJready operating on the avenue at this point. 

Transformation into a neighborhood 
ABERDEEN; from page 24 

the area. However, large-scale resi
dential development did not begin 
for another 15 years. 

Transportation factors were 
largely responsible. One must 
bear in mind that the area was 
qujte remote from the downtown 
at this stage. The only major road
way connecting the southeastern 
comer of Brighton to the metropo
lis, Beacon Street, was then a 
50-foot-wide unpaved country 
lane. Also, despite the existence 
of a local railroad depot, the pas
senger rates on the Charles River 
line were relatively high, which 
discouraged potential communters. 
In addition, hundreds of acres of 
more conveniently situated build
ing lots were available closer at 
hand, in Boston's developing Back 
Bay. 

After 1873, the nation slipped 
into a major depression, which 
depressed the local real estate mar
ket. 

In 1886 the greatest impediment 
to development was removed when 
Henry M. Whitney, president of the 
West End Street Railway Company 
qnd a major owner of Beacon 
Street real estate, hired renowned 
landscape architect Frederick Law 
Olmsted to widen and improve that 
thoroughfare. Over the next two 
years, Olmsted replaced the rough 
country lane with a spectacular 
160-foot-wide paved Parisian-style 
avenue. Most of this work on this 
grand boulevard was completed by 
the end of 1887. 
. The enterprising Brookline 
entrepreneur then instal]ed an 
electric streetcar line on the newly 
constructed avenue. ''The improved 
Beacon Street proved enormously 
profitable for Brookline through 
increased tax revenues, as well as 
for Whitney, and it was generally 
regarded as a triumph," wrote 
Cynthia Zaitzevsky in her history 
of the Boston park system. 

The Olmsted firm had also been 
hired by the city of Boston to 
devise a plan for a grand avenue in 
the eastern part of Brighton that 
would link lower Commonwealth , 

Avenue to the Chestnut Hill 
Reservoir. Because the city 
dragged its feet on this project, it 
was not carried into effect until the 
early 1890s. Once completed, how
ever, electric streetcar service was 
also installed along this second 
grand boulevard, Commonwealth 
Avenue. Thu , by the late-1890s, 
two major avenues, both serviced 
by electric streetcar lines, ran along 
the periphery of the Aberdeen sec
tion. 

On Aug. 9, 1890, the Brighton 
Item listed the advantages of 
Aberdeen to potential home 
builders in the following glowing 
terms: 

"Several feet above any consid
erable portion of land in the neigh
borhood, commanding magnificent 
views in every direction, weU
watered, a perfect combination of 
woodland and glade, and admitting 
the free exercise of the artistic taste 
of the landscape gardener, these 
lands are sure to be sought for resi
dential purposes by the most desir
able buyers." 

The neighborhood derived its 
name from the Aberdeen Land 
Company, founded in 1890, which 
in tum was named for a Scottish 
county. Many of Aberdeen's streets 
likewise bear Anglo-Scottish 
names: Lanark, Sutherland, 
Kinross, Orkney, Strathmore, 
Radnor, Windsor and Warwick, 
among others. 

How are we to account for this 
nomenclature? The British Empire 
was at the height of its prestige in 
the 1890s, and the novels of Sir 
Walter Scott had given a special 
aura of romanticism to things 
Scottish. These Anglo-Scottish 
shire names carried just the right 
hint of the prestige and exc1usive
ness Aberdeen's projectors wished 
to attach to their emergent elite 
neighborhood. 

The Aberdeen Land Company's 
stock was held by 25 investors, 
mostly Boston-area financiers, 
merchants, and manufacturers. It 
was ch~r.eddo operate until 1915, 
for the express purpose of develop
ing the area residentially. 

" Whitney was one of its largest 
~-----~-~--=.11:.m-==-

stockholders. Two others were 
Brighton residents George A. 
Wilson and Benjamin F. Ricker, 
who, as prior owners of land in 
the area, probably traded their 
acreage for Aberdeen Land 
Company stock. 

Other stockholders included 
G.T.W. Braman, president of the 
Bo ton Water Power Company; 
Noah W. Jordan, president and 
chairman of the Board of the 
American Loan & Trust Company; 
and Isaac T. Burr, president of the 
Bank of North America. 

While there were other land 
companies that held property in the 
neighborhood - one being 
Whitney's own West End Land 
Company - there seems little 

Anglo-Scottish 
shire names 
carried just 

the right hint 
of the prestige 

and exclusiveness 
Aberdeen's 

projectors wished 
to attach to 

their emergent 
elite neighborhood. 

question that its present design, 
street patterns and place names are 
a legacy of the Aberdeen Land 
Company. 0 

Next time: A description of some 
of the prominent residents and 
major residences of the Brighton s 
Aberdeen section. 

William P Marchione is curator 
of the Brighton-Allston Historical 
Society, a member of the Boston 
landmarks Commission, and the 
author of several books on the his-
t if Al fon-Brighto 

I • 

November 24-30, 1998 The Allston-Bri-n TAB, page 25 i 1 1 

- · ••'3• i&•-e•o••• 

I 

• Baked Schrod 
• Salmon Teriyaki 
·Scallops 
•Clams 
• Shrimp Scampi 

• Salmon Pignoli 
• Montreal Chicken 

Caesar 
·Hot Turkey Dinner 
·Roast Pork Dinner 

• New York Sirloin 
•Prime Rib 
• Sirloin Tips 
•Pork Chops 

• Baked Stuffed Shrimp 
• Alaskan King Crablegs 
• Roast Lamb Dinner 
• Baked Ham Dinner 

Baby Back BBQ COR Ribs™ 
Appetizers, Salads, Burgers, Sandwiches, 

Soups Desserts & More! 

Great Food, Great Prices, Great People 

WON4TAB 
AWARDS 
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This week on 

t ownonline.com 
Town Online is the home of your local 
community newspaper on the Internet. 
It features news from more than 5 0 local 
publications, profiles of more than 200 East· 
em Massachusetts communities, and items 
of regional interest such as arts and enter
tainment calendars, movie and restaurant 
reviews, and classified advertisements. 

Check out the Out of Site 
Web design winners! 
Area high schoof'students 
put their best foot forward 

' ' to create a web site from 
the ground up for one of their school 's 
organizations. Visit these sites and more 
at www.townonline.com/ community 

How many turkeys does 
it take to fill up a family? 
Town Online can help you 
plan your Thanksgiving 
dinner. Find out where to 
find a fresh turkey, where 

to make reservations if you don't want 
to cook and many fine recipes. 
www.townonline.com 

Beverly-Salem: 
The 1 OOth Game 
Take a trip through time 
and reminisce about the 
football games between 
Beverly and Salem back in 

the 1800's up to the 1 OOth game on 
Thanksgiving! Listen to some of the 
past football coaches an9 players from 
Beverly and Salem online, or check out 
the latest schedule of games to co e .... 
www.townonline.com/sports 

TOWN ONLINE INDEX 
• Arts Al I Around 
www.townonline.com/arts 

• WABU-lV68 
www.townonline.com/wabu 

• Real Estate 
www.townonline.com/realestate 

• Working 
www.townonline.com/working 

• Introductions (Personals) 

www.townonline.com/introductions 

• Town Online Business Directory 
www.townonline.com/shop 

• Dining 
www.townonline.com/dining 

• Newcomers Guide 
www.townonline.com/newcomers 

• Classifieds 
www.townonline.com/ classifieds 

• Readers' Choice Results 
www.townonline.com/choice 

• Phantom Gourmet 
www.townonline.com/phantom 

I COMMUNI1Y 
NEWSPAPER 
C:OMPAf\.IY 

www townonlinP. r.om 

AOL K~.Y-IA/Qrg : 

Town Online 

J 
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... parfact9110e 
New Balance 1'-s come in different widtlu 

becawe feet come in diffuent widtlu 

newb.ce ffll" 
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Police bust off-campus partyers 
Factlxy seank & <&cmtinued styles 

llostDll 61 N. Beacon St. (617) 782-0803 
l.awnlnce 5 S. Union St. (978) 682-8960 

DRINKING, from page 1 
· were there. 

Police said the most drastic 
incident occurred at 17 Kinross 
Road on Sunday, Nov. 8, at 1:45 
a.m. Officers were called in 
response to a call about a fight 
and loud party on the property. A 
young man answered the door. He 
told police he did not live there, 
and retreated inside to find some
body who did. 

--· 101711• ••c. 
Damage Free Tuwing. 

Specializing in Tres~ Tu.wing 
(fij) Emergency Road 

Service in Brookline \Yhen police entered the house 
a few minutes later, they found 
the young man and the rest of the 
partyers had fled out the back 
door, according to reports. 

Folly Staffed 24 Hr.'s a Day 
7 Days a Week 
Contracted by 

Brookline Police Dept. 
100 Dano St. 

Allston, MA 02134 
(GI 7) 566-8531 

Brookline and Allston/Brighton's only 
<®Preferred Contract Provider 

Two people remained in the 
house. One was a resident asleep 
in a second-floor bedroom. The 
other, a 20 year-oJd femaJe . 
Boston College student whose 
boyfriend lived in the house, was 
passed out in a third-floor bed
room. Police called an ambuJance 

· when they couJdn't rol!se the 
young woman. 

All 13 residents who lived in 
the 17 Kinross Road house were 
Boston College students. Each 
student was called into the dean's 
office, and was ordered to attend 
a hearing on the incident last 
Friday. Police sent a Jetter to each 
of their parents. So did school 
officials. 

The incident ~uggests that, 
despite the police department's 
efforts to destroy the neighbor
hood's party scene, Allston-. 

BANKRUPTCY 
Over your head in Bills ••• Stop harassing phone calls. 

""'-

Immediate Relief 
· Call 

Attorney Joseph N. Wheeler 
at 

6 6 6-9 888 

mJ Metropolitan Fuel Corporati~n 
= 

Weil McLain 3-Section Boiler $2500. 
275 Gallon oil tank installed $695. Offer 

Concord warm air furnace "LuF soA 84/gso· $1745. Expires 
1211/98 

1-617-924-8006 or 1-800-696-8006 

Ve\t, tltere'~ lite 3()() o.J~, 

MJ 'iou've 'tot o.\\ J°''i· 

lntro·ductions 
I COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 
COMPANY 

To respond to an ad, call 

1 ·976·6600 (ext. 416) 
If not accessable in your area, call 

1-900-454-2212 
$1.99 per minute. You ~ustbe 18 or older. 

www.tow~online.com/introductions 
4111 Central 

I 

Brighton has not been able to rid 
itself of late-night troubJe. When · 
Evans was appointed District 14 
captain in October 1997, he insti
tuted a no-tolerance policy for 
underage drinking with the bless
ing of Boston College and Boston -

Officers also observed two kegs 
of beer. 

Officers began checking the 
identification cards of people with 
cups of beer, and arrested nine 
people as a result. Police arrested 
BC students Michael Griffin, 20; 
Alyson Azus, 20; John 
Masfergston, 20; David Rys, 20; 

"It's a very serious 
problem, and it's 

an epidemic within 
the country. Forty

f our percent of 
students are binge 

drinkers. It's a 
societal problem." 

' Peter Boumenot, 20; and Jino 
SavagJia, 20. There were also 
three Emerson College students 
placed under arrest, incJuding 
April Arrasate, 20; Melanie 
Crawford, 18; and Sheila 
Guzman, 20. 

Joe Walsh, 
BU community affairs representative 

University. Many BC and BU stu
dents live off-campus in AlJston
Brighton neighborhoods, and non
student residents complain their 
drunken partying decreases the 
quality of life in the community. 

"Both Boston College and · 
Boston University seem to be 
very supportive of what we're 
doing. At the same time I think 
they could send a stronger mes
sage internally that they don't tol
erate such behavior," said Evans. 
"They're starting to impose a little 
stricter discipline, but it's not 
enough." 

Police have made cJose to I 00 
arrests related to minors in pos
session of alcohol or disturbances 
by young adults in the neighbor
hoods since the school year start
ed in September. Many of those 
arrests have been made in the last 
few weeks, according to commu
nity service officer Dan Daley. 

Reports from the weekend of 
Nov. 13-15 alone revealed the fol
lowing incidents: 
• On Friday, Nov. 13, at 12:45 
a.m., officers investigated a party 
at 103 Gordon St. They found a 
group of about 10 people drinking 
alcohol. Residents Jason 
Marziani, 19, and Sherzai 
Mohammad, 19, were arrested 
and charged with being minors in 
possession of alcohol and keepers 
of a disorderly house. 
• At 2 a.m. that same day, officers 
responded, for the second time, to 
a complaint about loud music at 
88 Strathmore Road. An officer 
knocked on the apartment door 
where the music was coming 
from. Resident Cabal Santiago, a 
22-year-old male, answered the 
door - about 10 people could be 
seen behind him in the apartment, 
according to reports. At police 
request, the guests left the premis
es. Santiago was arrested and 
charged for disturbing the peace. 
•On Saturday, Nov. 14, at 12:40 
a.m., officers responded to a com
plaint about loud music at 11 
Cummings Road. When officers 
arrived, they heard loud music 
coming from apartment 1, and 
observed people inside the apart
ment and outside in the building's 
hallway drinking from clear plas
tic cups filled with an amber liq
uid that appeared to be beer. 

AH nine students were charged 
with being minors in possession 
of alcohol and disturbing the 
peace. 
•On Sunday, Nov. 15, officers 
responded to a complaint about a 
loud party at 4 Wallingford Road. 
When they arrived at 12:30 a.m., 
police observed a large group of 
people leaving out the back door 
of the home and noisily congre-
gating on the street. Inside, police 
found 50-80 people, including 
minors, hiding in the basement 
and on the third floor of the buiJd
ing. Red plastic cups containing 
beer were .scattered throughout the 
house. · 

Matthew Bryant, 21, and a resi
dent of the house, was arrested 
after he stated to officers that he 
had purchased three kegs of Bud 
Light. One full keg and one 

·empty keg were confi~cated from 
the property. Bryant was charged 
with procuring alcohol for minors 
and keeping a disorderly house. 
Bryant and two other residents 
were identified as BC students. 

• Later that morning, police 
responded to a call about loud 
music at 1789 Commonwealth 
Ave. When they arrived, they 
saw trash and empty cups litter
ing the ground outside the build
ing, and heard loud music com
ing from apartment number 1. 
The officers ordered all non 
leasees of the apartment to leave, 

· and they complied. 
Officers found three empty kegs 

of beer and one fuH keg of beer, 
and a stereo playing loud music 
inside the apartment. They asked 
the residents of the apartment to 
identify themselves. The officers 
observed all four residents drink
ing an amber colored liquid that 
they determined to be beer. They 
arrested the four residents and 
charged· them with disturbing the 
peace, being keepers of a disor
derly house and minors in posses
sion of alcohol. 

AH four of the residents arrest
ed at 1789 Commonwealth were 
Boston College students: Michael 
Long, 20; Jason Gonzalez, 20; 
Sean Mullaney, 20; and Timothy 
Bogle, 20. 

OfficiaJs at Boston University 
and Boston College say they have 
been cooperating with police and 
heJping to monitor off-campus 
student behavior. School officials 
and some residents say the streets 
are quieter this year than they 
have been in the past. 

"If I go back five or seven years 
this is much, much better than it 
was," said longtime resident 
Sylvia Crystal. "It was completely 
out of hand." 

Crystal is active in numerous 
neighborhood organizations, 

f .... 

including the Brighton AlJston 
Improvement Association and the 
Police Action Committee. 

"The one thing that is definitely 
better is the quick action of every
body who handles the students," 
said Crystal, referring to both 
police and university officials. 

Both BU and BC distribute and 
enforce a code of student respon
sibilities, and inform students that 
vioJation of state or federal laws 
couJd be a reason for expulsion. 

"That's the uJtimate club we use 
here," said BU community affairs 
representative Joe Walsh. "We 
also contact whoever is responsi
bJe for paying tuition bills." 

Anytime a student breaks the 
code of student responsibilities, 
BC and BU officials send a letter 
to whoever pays the bills for that 
student. Most commonly, the let-
ter goes to their parents. • 

"The letter to parents outlines 
alleged behavior, and what Boston 
University did," expJained Walsh. 
School punishments can range 
from just a letter of reprimand to 
a fine up to $250 plus probation. 

A repeat offense, or committing 
a feJony, can result in expulsion. 

"This year there have been no 
repeat offenders, said Boston 
College associate director of com
munity affairs Bi11 Mills. "Last 
year, there were some problems." 

Both Mills and Walsh say their 
school's response time for repri
manding students has been get
ting quicker. "In past years, there 
was a lapse in time before the 
dean actually met with the stu
dents," said Mills. Now BC stu
dents who are reprimanded or 
arrested over the weekend are 
required to meet with the dean 
the following Monday, and he 
decides what kind of disciplinary 
sanctions to issue against the stu
dents. 

"These sorts of incidents reflect 
poorly on Boston College," said 
Mills. Both Mills and Walsh ride 
through Allston-Brighton in 
District 14 police cruisers, espe
cially during the first few months 
of the schooJ year and then again 
at the end of the year, to act as 
eye-witnesses. 

Police, school officials and resi
dents all agreed that underage 
drinking is at the root of the prob
lem, and agree that it is happening 
in university communities nation
wide. 

"It's a very serious problem, 
and it's an epidemic within the 
country," said Walsh. "Forty-four 
percent of students are binge 
drinkers. It's a societal problem." 

But criticism was also directed 
at local liquor stores. "I think that 
the liquor stores in the Brighton 
area could help us out a little bet
ter," said Evans. "I would like to 
see the liquor stores not seJl 
kegs." 

"Anyone under the age of 25 is 
obviously going to give the alco
hol to underage college kids," 
said Evans. "If they were respon
sible business men they'd an bond 
together and say kegs are a major 
problem that raise havoc in their 
neighborhoods." 

"We continually have the same 
liquors stores semng to these 
kids," said Evans. "I'd like to see 
them become more responsible 
neighbors." 
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C01\11VIUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 

HEALTH 

.... ALLIANCE FOR THE MENTALLY ILL. St 
Elizabeth's Medical Center, 736 Cambridge St., 
Brighton. Educational/administrative meetings 
are held on the 2nd Monday of each month 
from 6-7:30 p.m. Family support groups are 
held on the 3rd Monday of each month from 6-
7:30 p.m., led by Barbara Courtney. Consumer 
support groups for individuals living with a brain 
illness are held on the 4th Monday of each 
month from 6-7:30 p.m., led by Jane Kwalick. 
Call: Ben Adams, 783-1722 . 

Art for arts sake 

.... FREE HEALTH PROGRAMS FOR THE 
ELDERLY are offered by the City of Boston's 
Commission on Affairs of the Elderly, including 
free screenings and education programs for resi
dents age 60 and older. Call: 635-4366. 

EVENTS 

.... CITIZENSHIP DRIVE. The goal of the event is 
to help offer eligible immigrants living space in 
the area. Call: 782-3886 . 
.... FANEUIL BRANCH LIBRARY. 419 Faneuil 
St., Brighton. Ongoing: Tuesdays, 10:30-11 :15 
a.m. Toddler storytime. Wednesdays, 10:30-
11 :15 a.m. Preschool storytime. Thursdays, 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Bedtime stories. Fridays, 10:30-
11 :30 a.m. Mystery stories. Call: 782-6705 . 
.... INTROVERSION. 88 Room, 107 Brighton 
Ave, Allston. Thursdays and Fridays, 5 p.m.-9 
p.m., Saturdays, 12 p.m.-5 p.m. Become com
pletely involved in this very unique artistic 
process. Call: 562-0840. 

CLASSES 

.... ALLSTON BRIGHTON YOUTH HOCKEY. 
Cleveland Circle MDC Skating Rink. Ongoing: 
Basic skate adn hockey skills are taught for boys 
and girls ages 4 and up. Call: 787-2947 
.... DANCE AND HEALING. Allston/Brighton 
YMCA, 470 Washington St., Brighton. Ongoing: 
This program is for women with cancer, to 
improve strength, range of motion and self
esteem. Call: 782-3535 . 
..... ALLSTON/BRIGHTON FAMILY YMCA is 
sponsoring a morning program for children ages 
3-5 years old emphasizing creative movement 
and arts and crafts. The Y also offers the follow
ing classes: Thursdays, 7-9 p.m. Drawing class
es for adults using pencil and charcoal. $80. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4:30 p.m. Youth 
karate, 8:30 p.m. Adult karate. $80. A variety of 
other classes also available. Call: 782-3535. 

Artist Jae-Koo Sul paints a landscape at the Korean Art Exhibit at Boston University. 

..... DOG TRAINING CLASS. Jackson Mann 
Community Center, 500 Cambridge St., Allston. 

Learn a non-force, positive training method with 
a 5-week session of classes. $80. Call: 789-3647. 
..... DROP-IN PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUPS. 470 
Washington St., Brighton. Ongoing: Sponsored 
by the Allston-Brighton Action Network. Call: 
Randi, 783-8834, ext. 222. 

Off the shelf 
A listing of upcoming events at Allston-Brighton's public library 
branches. 

Faneuil Branch Library 
New arrivals 
• David Baldacci's ''The Simple Truth'' 
• ''Mirror Image" by Danielle Steele 
• J.K. Lasser's "Yotlr Income Tax 1999" 
• "Genealogy Via the Internet" by Ralph Roberts 

Programs for children 
• Toddler Time for ages 2-3, 10:30 a.m., Tuesday .. Nov, 24 
• Baby Time for under 2 years, 1 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 24. 
•Reading Readiness for age 3-5, 10:30 a.m., Wednesday, Nov. 25 
• School Break for ages 6 and up, 3 :30 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 25 

Programs for adults 
• Tax relief workshop, 7 p.m .• Thwsday, Dec. 3 
•Web Workshop,,,6:30 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 3 
• Holiday Open House, 6-8 p.m., Thursday, Dec. IO 
•Book Discussion Group, Thursday, Dec. 17. This month's book is 
Wallace Stegner's "Crossing to Safety.n 

Th(( library will be closed on Thursday, Nov. 26 for Thanksgiving. 
Faneuil Branch Library is located at 419 Faneuil St., Oak Square, 
Brighton. Por more infonnation, call 782-6705. ' 

We Moved 
from 

439 Harvard Street 
Brookline 

to our new spacious 
Studio located at 

8 Chestnut Hill Ave. 
Brighton Center 

(opposite BankBoston) 

Samuel Cooper 
Studio of Photography 

ANYTIME 
FUEL 

LOW LOW 
PRICE 

$AVE 78.9¢ $AVE 

Price Subject to Change 

DCOD 
0 Burner Service 
0 Same Day Deliveries 
0 Service Available 

EMERGENCY 
OIL DELIVERIES 

·(617) 782-2655- ~J· 0
,. ~!!!::~~~ 

..... MIKE BOTIICELLl'S FUNDAMENTALS 
SKATING CLASS is for competitive skaters and 
all levels. Saturdays, 6:30 p.m. and Sundays, 5 
p.m. Call: 899-1796 . 
..... LEARN TO SKATE AT MDC RINKS. 
Cleveland Circle and Brighton/Newton MDC 
Rinks. Ongoing: Group lessons for children and 
adults, all levels, use figure or hockey skates. 
Afternoon, evening and weekend classes. 7-
week series $75/child. Call: 781-890-8480. 

VOLUNTEERS 

..... BC NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER. 425 
Washington St., Brighton. Free tutoring in vari
ous subjects for local children and young adults 
through April. Call: 552-0445 .. 
..... ALLSTON VILLAGE MAIN STREETS seeks vol
unteers for its Design, Promotion and Economic 
Development committees. Call : 254-7564. 
.... FREE AND LOW-COST FOOD SERVICES for 
families in need available through Project 
Bread's FoodSource Hotline. Information and a 
confidential food stamp eligibility screening are 
available. Hotline open Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. Call: 1-800-645-8333. 
..... ALLSTON-BRIGHTON TEEN MENTORING 
PROGRAM seeks mentors ages 22 and older to 
offer friendship and guidance to local teens. Call: 
Valerie, 787-4044 . 
.... AMERICORPS POSITIONS OPEN for 
Massachusetts residents age K-25 to engage in 
year-long service in Allston-Brighton in the areas 
of public safety, education, the environment and 
human needs. Call: 542-2544, ext. 233. 
..... MASSACHUSETTS EYE AND EAR INFIR· 
MARY seeks volunteers to assist patient family 
members in the waiting room and to work in the 
gift shop. Must be at least 16 years of age. Meal 
vouchers and validated parking available. Call: 
Ruth Doyle, 573-3163. 
..... AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY. Volunteers 
needed to provide information to patients and 
families in the community and to provide ongoing 
support and guidance. Also in need of volunteers 

to drive local cancer patients to and from treat
ment appointments. Call: 437-1900, ext 227 . 
..... VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR. Allston
Brighton Healthy Boston Coalition needs a vol
unteer to help coordinate the work of the many 
residents, students, and others who give their 
time to support coalition programs. Call: 617-
782-3886. 
..... CARS FOR KIDS. Donations of unwanted 
cars and vehicles wanted. Proceeds benefit Boys 
& Girls Clubs. Call: 1-800-246-0493 . 
.... MAKE A DIFFERENCE. Help by 
tutoring/mentoring immigrants and refugees in 
the Boston area to improve their English skills 
and prepare them for work. Call One With One 
for training sessions and information meetings. 
Call: 254-1691 . 
..... MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
BLIND. Volunteers needed to read or shop with 
a visually impaired neighbor. No more than two 
or three hours a week are needed, and times are 
very flexible. Call: Donna, 732-0244. 
..... SOUTHWEST BOSTON SENIOR SERVICES, 
INC. Seeking volunteers to visit and help frail, 
isolated elders. Time commitment of two-four 
hours per month. Call: Grace, 522-6700, ext.323. 
..... THE YWCA BOSTON. Volunteer positions 
available in child care, teen programs and spe
cial events. Call: Eileen Smart, 351-7642. 

..... VICTORY PROGRAMS, INC. Seeking volun
teers to be a Buddy to someone living with 
HIV/AIDS and in recovery from addiction to 
drugs and alcohol. Call: 357-8182. 
.... BRIGHTON ELDER SERVICE PLAN. Seniors 
60 and over are needed for paid volunteer posi
tions, including Elder Adult Day Health Center 
Assistant and Companion visitor. Make a differ
ence in the life of other senior citizens. Call 617-
568-4705. 

REUNIONS 

.... NEWTON NORTH HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 
1988 is celebrating its 10th reunion on 11/27, at 
Post 440 in Newton. Call: 617-558-7167 for 
more info. . 
..... WATERTOWN HIGH CLASS OF 1973 hold 
its 25th reunion, 11/27, at 7:30 p.m., at the 
Oakley Country Club. $40 per person in advance. 
Call Kathy Merullo Santoian: 617-924-2632, or 
Ed Reardon: 617-924-1806. Make out checks to: 
Watertown High Class of 1973, and send to Ed 
Reardon, 18 Lovell Road, Wat., MA 02472. 
..... WATERTOWN HIGH CLASS OF 1988 cele
brate a 10th reunion 11/27, 7 p.m., at the 
American Legion Post 440 in Newton. $25 per 
person. Call Scott Miller: 617-484-0547, or Kristen 
Keefe: 781-643-0493 for tickets or information. 

YOU COULD WIN AN ESPRESSO MACHINE WHEN YOU PLACE A FREE PERSONAL AO 
IN INTRODUCTIONS. WHILE SUPPrnS LAST WE'LL BE GIVING AWAY ONE 

ESPRESSO MACHINE EVERY WEEK. SO PLACE YOUR FREE AO TODAY. 

CALL 1·800·270·4139 
Must be 18 or older. 

Intro~. •ct·10 ns•C9.MMliNITY I U b,I. l.illf tiit~~~.~~rm 
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. ~OUNDATION 
' IVIC>R.T<3'~<3E CC>R.P. 

-1--800--5 25 --099·5 
We Make it Easy 

Call now for a free consultation to s ho<UJ you 
ho<UJ you can reduce your total monthly pay

ment and put more money in your pocket 

Take advantage of. the .equity you h ·ave 
acculllulated in your hollle and put yourself iµ 

better financial position. 
You lllay be able to save ~HOUSANDS! 

.. Visit our vveb site & apply on line! 
JI\ I 
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CITY HALL. 

Drivers: taxi medallions overpriced 
By Jeffrey Klineman 
TAB Staff Writer 

A hearing regarding the distribution of 
the city's new taxi medallions last 
week turned into a referendum on 

whether or not taxi drivers will be able to 
afford them. 

With the sale of 75 of the city's 260 new 
medallions approaching this January, City 
Councilor Charles Yancey held the meeting to 
determine whether women and minorities 
would have an equal shot at acquiring them. 

But as the public - composed almost 
entirely of taxi drivers who wanted to acquire 
the new medallions - came forward to testify 
before Yancey and Councilor Paul Scapicchio, 
the tone of the meeting changed. 

Several taxi drivers complained that even 
though the medallions - the first sale in a 
group of 260 medallions that the city has to 
offer - would only be sold one to a customer 
in a closed bidding process, they would likely 
be shut out by large companies who could 
offer more money. 

"[Individual drivers] can't buy the cab 
[medallion] for $100,000 or $200,000," said 
Augustine Ogiste, who has driven in the city 
for several years. "I'd like to see that we can 
apply and not have to be hit with this burden." 

The city has set a floor of $90,000 per bid 
for the new medallions, according to Mark 
Cohen, who is in charge of the Boston Police 
Department's licensing division. 

Others who want to acquire the new medal
lions said they were upset because the city had 
tied their sale to the city's half of the combined 
state and municipal financing of the new 
Boston Convention Center. 

Cabbies testify at a City Council hearing to discuss the bidding system for the sale of new taxi medallions. 

year before the city received full approval to Why won't they give one driver a chance? who are already on it. 
sell the medallions. Some cabbies had opposed There are 2,000 people wl].o have applications. 
the issuing of new licenses because they feared They should give chances to the guy who 

"I believe we need to go ahead with increas
ing the number of taxicabs serving the mar
ket," Yancey said. ''I want it to be an open 
process. I'd like to open it up to other Boston 
residents." 0 

the market was too·sparse for the extra compe- doesn't have one." 
The city expects to reap $23 million from 

the sale of the medallions. 
tition. Meanwhile, Yancey himself suggested that 

He now plans to release the remaining 260 he wanted to open the list beyond the 2,000 
"I've worked hard for the last 13 years to 

put myself in a position to earn a new taxi 
license," said Robert Lynch, whose I 988 
appeal to the state Department of Public 
Utilities opened the door for the city to pro- · 
duce more medallions. 

''There's no relativity," Lynch added. "It's 
for the convenience and necessity of the public 
of Boston. Convenience and necessity are not 
relevant to the Convention Center." 

According to Cohen, although the DPU had 
ordered the city to release 300 new medallions 
in 1990, since 1992 it had only released 40, for 
handicap-accessible vehicles. He said that it 
took a ruling from the state Appeals Court last 

gradually. 
"It makes no sense to back yourself into a 

comer when you can take several bites of the 
apple," Cohen said. 

The city and a consortium of banks plan to 
offer a low-interest loan program to make sure 
that cabbies have equal opportunities to make 
a winning bid. But with a list of 2,000 who are 
interested in securing one of the 75 medal
lions, many cabbies felt they would be outbid 
by those who had larger bankrolls. 

''We are regular drivers," said Said Mtahhaf, 
who leases a cab for $530 per week. ''If we 
show up with guys who own four or five taxis, 
or those who own 100, we're going to lose. 

BEACON HILL ROLL CALL 

There were no roll calls in the House or 
Senate last week. The following local repre
sentatives' votes are on roll calls from debate 
earlier in the 1998 session on the $19.55 bil
lion fiscal 1999 state budget. 

Keno funding reduction rejected 
The House, 122-32, rejected an amendment 
reducing funding for the Lottery's Keno 
game from $1.3 million to $680,000. 

Amendment supporters said the $620,000 
reduction will help limit the expansion of 
Keno, which has turned convenience stores 
into gambling sites and is a bad influence on 
children. Amendment opponents said Keno 
is making up for decreased betting on other 
Lottery games. They noted that a reduction , 
in Keno funding and revenue could result in 
a decrease in Lottery local aid. 

A "yes" vote is for reducing Keno funding 
by $620,000. A "no" vote is against the 
$620,000 reduction. 
Rep. Kevin Honan: no 
Rep. Steven Tolman: no 

Firefighter stress program funded 

many firefighters who experience stress and 
problems following tragic fires with victims. 
They noted that counseling from trained, fel
low firefighters often works better than going 
to a regular counselor. 

A "yes" vote is for the $75,000. 
Rep. Kevin Honan: yes 
Rep. Stev.en Tolman: yes 

Metco funding increase rejected 
The House, 108-45, rejected an amendment 
increasing funding for the Metco program 
from $12 million to $15 million. 

Amendment supporters said this program, 
which buses urban students to suburban 
schools,.has not had an increase in funding in 
11 years. They argued Metco is an outstand
ing program and noted there are over 12,000 
students on a waiting list to participate. 

Amendment opponents said urban schools 
should be improving with the substantial 
amounts of money they are receiving under 
Education Reform and argued the state 
cannot afford an increase in the Metco pro
gram. They noted many urban students 
involved in the Metco program should be 
returning in the future to their improved 

The House, 153-0, approved an amendment urban schools. 
providing $75,000 for a pr?gram to train a A "yes" vote is for the $3 million increase 
teatn of firefighters who will offer counsel- · th M t · A " " t · 
inTI and support services to other firefighters m .e ~Ac~ program. no vo e is 
J: • • • 'd th . b ae .. mcrease .. 
io Oy._'mg traumatic mc1 ent~ on. e ~o . rt 19'8'aatk Hon3n:'ho 

e e ~ .. supp . d ~ ,. J!L,l] .. · . i~.t!: - ~ ~~ 

BLETZER& BLETZER, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME 
CONSULT AN EXPERIENCED 

REAL ESTATE ATTORNEY 

Draft & Review of Purch~se and Sales Agreement 

• Title Examinations 
•Commercial 

• Condominiums 

• Real Estate Closings 
• Title Insurance Agent 
•Represent Numerous Lenders 

We are a full service Law Firm: Personal Injury Claims, 
Divorce/Family Law, Criminal Defense & Civil Trials, 

Litigation, Businesses, Corporations, Wills, Trusts & Estates 

W't> can help you with all of your legal matters. 

Conrad J. Bletzer, Jr. 
Curt F. Bletzer 

Christopher A. Cahill 

300 Market Street 
Brighton, Massachusetts 02135 

Tel: (617) 254-8900 •Fax: (617) 254-5522 
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FRO~ PAGE ONE 

Local kitchens open their do.ors 

Alice Roberts of the Allston-Brighton Food Pantry. 

KITCHENS, from page 1 
ties," said D' Amato. ''The buth is 
hunger is a 12-month problem. The 
challenge is to maintain the service 
throughout the year." 

In that spirit, the Allston Brighton 
Food Pantry provides take-home 
food baskets to people on welfare 
and disability once a month 
throughout the year. Pantry volun
teers also cook and serve free meals 
to about 100 people every 
Wednesday night. Many supper 
guests come for the companionship 
as much as for the free food. Guests 
do not have to be on public assis
tance to share the meal. 

Step inside Brighton Evangelical 
Congregational Church on a 
Wednesday afternoon any day of the 
year and the hum of voices and 
smell of home-cooked food fills the 
circa 1827 wooden halls. The front 
of the building at 404 Washington 
St., with a clock that chimes out the 
hours from a tall, white steeple, is a 
neighborhood landmark but gives 
no hint of the activity inside. 

''We serve like 32,000 people a 
year," said Alice Roberts, the 
pantiy's assistant manager, who has 
been helping run the food pantry for 
more than 20 years. The program 
director, Lois Sullivan, has two rules 
for the community suppers: treat 
people as if they were guests in your 
own house and don't serve them 
food you would not ~,at yourself. 

Sullivan, who founded the food 
pantry by serving 10 people in her 
own house more than 20 years ago, 
is recuperating from a broken hip in 
the hospital. But other volunteers at 
the hospital regularly invoke her 
wise words, preceded by the phrase 
''Lois always says ... '-' 

Volunteers at the food pantry 
come in a wide range of shapes and 
sizes, and their reasons for being 
there are as varied as their appear
ances. The youngest volunteer last 
Wednesday was 6-year-old Joans 
Alshafea Mohammad, a first-grader 
at Winship Elementary School. He 
explained that he is founder Lois 
Sullivan's grandson and has been 
helping carry in donations, make tea 
and tum on fans there for the last 
four years. 

The next youngest volunteer there 
was Nakia Burton, a fourth-grader 
at Jackson Mann Elementary 
School. She and her 13-year-old 
brother, Nicholes, who is a student 
at Thomas Edison Middle School, 
have been coming to help out with 
cooking, carrying food and talking 
to organizations and individuals 
interested in ·contributing to the 
pantry for years, along with their 
dad, Kearn Turner. 

Turner, a chef at Doubletree 
Guest Suites in Brighton, has been 
donating his services to the food 
pantry for more than nine years. 

Many of the volunteers said 
socializing with the guests was an 
important part of the pantry. 

"I laugh with people," said Gary 
Hillary, who was introduced to the 
food pantry eight months ago by 
Turner and has been helping out on 
Wednesdays ever since. "I play 
around with people. 

"I like to give. If I cannot give, I 
like to volunteer," he added. 
''People give to me. I'm just giving 
back." 

That sentiment is echoed by many 
at the food pantry. 

"You never know when you're 
going to be down and out," said 

Carrie McDonell, community rela
tions director for the food pantry. 

Students are an important seg
ment of the pantry's volunteer com
munity. Every Wednesday morning 
a group of disabled students from 
the Kennedy Day School at 
Franciscan Children's Hospital and 
Rehabilitation Center arrive to set 
the tables. Students from other local 
schools such as the Park School and 
Garfield School, stop by in groups 
to help out during other times. 

In mid-afternoon a university
funded van full of volunteers from 
Boston College pulls up, and BC 
students start cutting fruit for fruit 
salads, making ice tea and whatever 
other preparations are needed. Then, 
just before the 6 p.m. dinner time, a 
Boston University van full of stu
dents arrive to help serve the meal. 

"A lot of kids start out because 
they get in trouble with school," 
said BC student Simon O'Connell. 
Both Boston College and Boston 
University assign students commu
nity service work when they break 
university. policies, and going to the 
food p_antry is one way to work off 
their time. "And then they just keep 
coming back." 

O'Connell has long since finished 
working off university-assigned 
community service, and still volun
teers regularly at the food pantry. 

Other students help out after join
ing campus community service 
organizations. Volunteer Megan 
Gavin, for example, is a BC fresh
man and a member of Circle K, a 
Boston College service club. She 
volunteered at food pantries in high 
school, and when she got to college 
she looked for a way to continue 
helping people in need. She likes 

that the food pantry both gets food 
to people and gives them a welcom
ing place to socialize. 

"Just as much as you need food, 
you need people to share it with," 
said Gavin. 

The pantry's success is the prod
uct of the year-round generosity of 
the entire community, as well as 
hard work by volunteers. 

Organizations such as Second 
Helping pick up unused food from 
local restaurants and bring it to the 
pantry. Some local restaurants have 
banded together to collect food, 
specifically for food pantry dona
tions. Desserts are often courtesy of 
Daniel's Bakery, which donates day 
old baked goods. Vases of flowers 
decorate the tables every week, 
courtesy of Minihane's Borist. 

Extra donations from individuals, 
local businesses, universities and 
food distribution centers are making 
it possible to fill the demands of the 
holidays. 

The Thanksgiving food baskets are 
much larger than those at other times 
of year. The reasons are numerous. 
For one thing, the pantry wants to 
provide people with a celebratory 
holiday meal. Also, schools are 
closed during the holidays so chil
dren spend all day at home and need 
to be fed. Finally, volunteers pointed 
to studies that show parents are more 
abusive when they are hungry. 

Three storage rooms in the lower 
level of the church were overflow
ing last week with 700-800 pre
filled plastic bags, and shelves were 
stacked high with cans and boxes of 
kitchen staples. Large cardboard 
boxes were filled with stuffing miX, 
cranberry sauce, cake or pie mix, 
potatoes, mixed vegetables, ravioli 

; Free Thanksgiving 
1 ... community meals: 
* ~ 

: 'fhe%Winsliip School: Tuesday, 
~ Nov. 24, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 54 

Digqfon St., Brighton, for seniors 
as well as students and staff~ the 

t school, re8ervations reqpired ~ . 1 

I through the Veronica Smith 
~ Seni<>t Center, 635-6120 'Jl ·!, 
~ Deaf~ .lnC:: Wednesday, Nov. 25, 
noon, 21SBrightonAye., Allston, -~ 

, for deaf, hard of heariiig and 
i, .. heating people who know sign 
t language, participants are wel-
. come to bring food to share 

•· Allston-Brighton Food Pantry: 
~* Wednesday, Nov; 25, 6 p.m,t 404 · 
~- Washington St., Brighton { .. 
1 Cafe Kells: Thntsday, Nov. 2~, ~ 
. noon-3 p.m., 16BrightonAve .• 
i Allston, rese~ations requested, 
~ 787-0403 
1 Great Scott: Thursday,.Nov. 26, 
f, 12-4 p.m., 1222 Commonwealth 
~•.· Ave.,. Allston, 56~90,14 

and fruit. There were also staples 
like boxes of c'ereal, cans of tuna 
fish and jars of peanut butter. 

Tuna and peanut butter are some 
of the toughest items to keep 
stocked because they are staples that 
are in such high demand, said 
pantry volunteers. Some other food 
basket staples are macaroni and 
cheese, and cans of soup and stew. 

The Thanksgiving food baskets 
were given away between Friday, 
Nov. 20, and Monday, Nov. 23. 
Now the food pantry hopes this 
month's donations will be enough to 
restock its shelves in preparation for 
Christmas food baskets. 0 
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news I businesses J 

You've got email. You've seen ecommerce. And now you 
can find eformation. Townonline.com is· the local community 
eformation tool. It's the go to site if you want fast eformation 
about 200 communities in eastern Massachusetts and local 
news from your Community Newspaper. 

At townonline.com you can access more than 100,000 pages 
of local and business news, entertainment listings such as 
museum listings, restaurant & movie reviews and more. 
Plus, thousands of real estate listings, job listings and a 
complete local Business Directory are all only a mouse click away. 

www.townonline.com/allstonbrighton 

enteetainmenl J classUieds I 

• 

• 

What ever eformation you want from the practical to the 
practically impossible to locate, you can find it in a flash at 
townonline.com. 

So log on today. It's the quickest way to find what you're 
looking for. 

. II 

townon 1ne •com 
I COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 
COMPANY 
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