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Crime
on the
decline

Play ball

Police stats show
17 percent decrease
By Melissa Da Ponte

TAB Staff Writer
nee again, the Boston Police
Department's year-end report
shows that crime continues to
fall in Allston-Brighton.
Overall, 579 fewer crimes were
reported in the district in 1997 than in
the previous year. This represents a
drop of 17 percent, slightly better than
the 15 percent citywide decrease.
The most dramatic decreases were
in larceny - from 1,740 in 1996 to
1,470 in 1997, a difference of 270and in vehicle theft, which went
down by 208, from 777 in 1996 to
569 in 1997. Burglaries dropped by
92; robberies went down by 44; and
rape decreased from 26 in 1996 to
16 in 1997.
Boston Police Officer Dan Daley,
who serves as the community service officer for the district, said the
1997 decrease is the result of
CRIME, page 22
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Boston University buildings and grounds employee Tony Macedo lays down the lime in preparation for a softball game at Malvern Field in Brighton.

Birmingham decision presetves neighborhood clout
Senator stays in local
seat; boosts Tracy's
chances for D.C. post
By Peter Panepento
TAB Staff Writer
he decision by Senate
President Thomas
Birmingham last week not to
run for the 8th Congressional
District seat is significant on two
important levels for
AJlston-Brighton.
First, it guarantees
that the neighborhood will continue
to have a major voice on Beacon
Hill. Second, it opens the door for
home-grown Democrat Susan Tracy
to go to Washington.

T

ANALYSIS

With Bitmingham and state Sen.
Warren Tolman (D-Watertown),
Allston-Brighton is represented by two
of the most powerful political figwes
in the state. But until Birmingham
announced his plans to stay put, it
appeared that both would be leaving
the ~husetts Senate for greener
pastures - leaving behind a big political void in their home district
Tolman's political star has been
rising rapidly, fueled in large part
by his anti-tobacco legislation. He
is running for lieutenant governor,
and, win or not, will vacate his
Senate seat at the end of this term.
Tolman had been rumored to be
one of the front-runners for the 8th
Congressional District seat.
When Tolman decided not to run
for Congress, it was widely believed

that Birmingham would take advantage of the opening and become the
front-runner in the race to succeed
Joseph Kennedy. Such a move would
have left Allston-Brighton with two
freshmen in the state Senate.
But Birmingham's decision to stay
put means that the neighborhood
will continue to have at least one
state senator in a key leadership role.
"I'm a Boston guy," Birmingham,
a Democrat from Chelsea, said of
his decision to stay in the state
Senate. "I don't need to go to
Washington."
Birmingham said that by staying
put he could "do more for the ordinary working people of the commonwealth" by remaining at the
helm of the Senate. ''There was not
a compelling reason for me to go

I....__
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and there is a compelling reason for
me to stay."
While he cited his two children
- one is 12 and the other is 16 as reasons to
stay put, part of
his reason to
stay was his
district itself.
Although
Birmingham's
Senate district includes only a small
slice of the neighborhood, he carries
considerable clout on Beacon Hill.
That clout has already worked in
favor of local agencies such as the
Allston-Brighton YMCA, which is
trying to relocate to a new site in
Oak Square. Birmingham and
Tolman were influential in pushing
ahead legislation that gives the

WORKING

YMCA the opportunity to build a
new facility on the site of a former
Massachusetts Bay Transportation
Authority station on Washington
Street. Without
both Birmingham
and Tolman, it is
unlikely that
Allston-Brighton
would receive as
much attention on
the Senate floor.
"It allows our community in
Allston-Brighton to have a strong
friend in a key position in the State
House," Allston-Brighton YMCA
Executive Director Tllll Garvin said
of Birmingham's decision to stay in
the Bay State. "Not just for the Y,
but for other community issues such
ANALYSIS, page 22
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Churches
could be
forced out
Berklee plan leaves six
Allston congregations
without a place of worship
By Melissa Da Ponte
TAB Staff Writer
ix religious congregations who share
3,000 feet of leased space in an Allston
building are searching for a new place to
hold their services and meetings. Berklee
College of Music has signed an agreement for a
lease with the option to buy the building at 2539
Fordham Road, which houses the six congregations.
Church leaders say they feel priced out of the
market in the district and that their move will be
a loss to the whole community.
''There are plenty of available properties in
Allston, but the people here can't afford to buy
them," said the Rev. Harold Aubourg of the
Evangelical Charismatic Center, whose parishioners have been using the space three times per
week for seven years. "So it's outsiders who
always come in and get these buildings. And
churches are dying down in Allston. This [group
of churches] was really meeting the needs of the
younger generation."
The six start-up parishes, which represent
several denominations, are independent but all
under the ministry of the New Life Fellowship
Inc. They include Haitian, Brazilian, deaf,
African, Spanish-speaking and American
Baptist congregations.
The churches came together in 1991 after
New Life director Ralph Kee proposed forming
an umbrella group of diverse communities. The
six congregations stagger their use of the space
so that they are able to split the $3,600 monthly
rent. Each parish is made up of about 40 to 80
CIIlJRCHES, page 7
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Rome Hanlon of the Brighton Main Streets Promotions Committee led an army of volunteers through the Brighton business district last week to hand out brooms
as part of Anti-Litter Week. About 70 brooms carrying the m~ge "Keep Brighton Beautiful" were handed out to Brighton business owners. The brooms will be
used to sweep litter from sidewalks in the bus~ district

Anti-litter campaign sweeps area
Brighton Main Streets
works to clean up
sidewalks, increase
public awareness
By Ann Griffin
TAB Correspondent
small parade was seen marching

A

up Washington Street last week.

A group of Brighton activists and
business owners pushed a balloon-decorated
barrel filled with brooms. Emblazoned with
the message "Keep Brighton Beautiful," the
brooms were distributed to businesses along
Washington Street The Brighton Main
Streets Anti-Litter Campaign had officially
begun.
The week of March 23 was Anti-Litter
Week in Brighton. Over a two-day period,
about 70 brooms were given to businesses in
the Brighton Main Streets district.
''The enthusiasm of the day was fantastic,"
said Rosie Hanlon, co-chairwoman of the
Brighton Main Streets Promotions
Committee. "People stopped us on the street,
cheered or beeped their horns."
In addition, elementary and middle school
students from Brighton's public and private
schools participated in a drawing contest
focused on littering and the benefits of recycling. Presentations were also given in a
number of Brighton's schools. Speakers
included Andrea d' Amato, the Commissioner
of Environmental Services for the City of
Boston, Boston Police Officer Chris Rogers
of District 14, and the "Conservation Clown."
The week ended with a Saturday Street
Sweep, conducted by the Suffolk County

Sheriff's office.
"Just as it is better to light a candle than
curse the darkness, it is better to do something about litter in the Brighton business district than to complain about it," said Theresa
Hynes, co-chairwoman of the Promotions
Committee.
Hynes added that Main Streets has taken a
"multifaceted approach" to the litter issue,
gearing education and public awareness
activities toward adults as well as children,
customers as well as store owners.
"We all have a role to play," she said.
Anti-Litter Week is the start of an ongoing
campaign to keep the streets of Brighton
clean. The Brighton Main Streets Promotions
Committee is planning future initiatives to
combat litter and promote a cleaner, welcoming business district. The group would like to
sponsor more street cleanup events throughout the year, and is exploring additional
sources of grant money to fund regular "sidewalk sweeps." Brighton Main Streets would
also like to place additional trash receptacles
along Washington Street.
Brighton Main Streets Promotions
Committee members include: Nino Bottari of
Blow-Out Hair Design, Audrey Doyle of The
Children's Franciscan Hospital, Joe Fenton of
The Green Briar, Daniel Handalian of
Danny's Bakery, Rosie Hanlon, Dennis
Minihane of Minihane's Flowers and Gifts,
Barbara Pecci of Greater Boston Bank, Linda
Phelan of St. Eliz.abeth's Medical Center,
Antoinette Rossi, and Liz Selleck.
''I would like to see a more beautiful
Brighton," Rossi said. ''I think that this is a
good start." 0
Ann Griffin is the program mana.ger for
Brighton Main Streets.

And the

•
wmners
are •••
· As part of the March Anti-Litter Week and
its ongoing Anti-Litter campaign, Brighton
Main Streets sponsored a drawing contest
in local public and private schools. Students
were asked to submit artwork which con,, veyed the message: ~noo·t Be a Litter
Bug! Keep Brighton Clean!"
Nearly 5,000 contest entries were distribr uted to children in the elementary and mid~

dle schools.
'1'he response was tremendous. and it
was hard to choose," Brighton Main Streets
Program Manager Ann Griffin said.
Awards were presented in two categories:
'Ten and Over• and "Under Ten." The following is a list of the winnter:
Ten and Over: First place: Massie!
Grullon, 11, Jackson Mann School; second
place: RaesheJ Johnson, 12, Thomas
, Gardner School~ third place: Sannin
Mahmood, 14, Taft Middle School~ honorable mention: Jeannie YU, l 0, and Pamela
Chau. 13, St Columbkille's School.
Under Ten: First place: Christine Roth,
7, Thomas Gardner School; second place:
Amanda Chan, 8, Thomas Gardner School;
third place: Jackie Boyer, 7, St
Col'umbkille's School; honorable mention:
Gerald Kelly, 8, Jackson Mann School, and
Christopher Aviles, 7, Wmship School.
First-place winners will receive movie
passes to the Circle Cinema in Cleveland
Cude.

CONTENTS
Senior news .. . . . .. .. .... .... . 9
Ecitorial ....... . ..... . ........ 10
Speak-out! .............. ... .. 10

Commentary. . . ..... . .. . .. . . 11
Politics ................... . ... 12
Religion ...................... 14
Obituaries ........... .. .. . ... 14
Police log .................... 15

Business news .............. 16
School news . . ............... 17
Sports ................... . .... 19

Community bulletin board... 23

The city of Boston
Licensing Board will
hold a public hearing
at lOa.m. on
Wednesday, April 1,
in Room 809A of
City Hall to discuss
the following items:
• an application by Souto's Cafe, 3 North
Beacon St., for a seven-day common victualler license. If approved, the restaurant
would be open from 6 a.m.-9 p.m.;
• an application by Suji Corp., 204 Harvard
Ave., for a seven-day malt and wine
license. The establishment has a 1 a.m.
closing hour.
The city of Boston Licensing Board will
hold a public hearing at 10 a.m. on
Wednesday, April 8, in Room 809 of City
Hall to discuss the following item:
• an application to transfer a seven-day allalcohol license at 835-839 Beacon St. from
Safcar Inc. to Madra Mor Inc.
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Connecting the college with the community
New neighborhood
center director
has big goals for
volunteer program
By Jade Cardoletti
TAB Correspondent
he new director of the
Boston College
Neighborhood Center
looks like many of the college students who live in Allston-Brighton.
Her smile makes her look young,
but then again, she is only 28. And
she has been smiling quite a bit
since starting her new job about
two weeks ago.
In her second official week as
director of the neighborhood center, Maria Di Chiappari carries an
intense enthusiasm for a job she
said she "was lucky to get."
The center, which is located on
Brighton's Washington Street, is a
major part of Boston College's
effort to reach out to the AllstonBrighton neighborhood and
improve relations between transient
college students and longtime residents. In her new role, Di
Chiappari said she will devise new
ways and revisit old approaches to
bridge the gap between the community and Boston College students.
''This program has a dual purpose: to help students grow
through their experience and to

T

assist the community with its
needs," she said.
Di Chiappari, who will receive a
master's degree in higher education
from BC in May, has been working
for the BC Neighborhood Center
since last year, when she was hired
as an intern to run the center's
Eng1ish as a Second Language
Program.
When she started, the program
served only 15 clients from the
community. Today it boasts 70.
For the Allston-Brighton immigrant community, tutoring services
in English as a Second Language
are never enough, according to
Stephany Cheney, program director
of the West End House Boys and
Girls Club in Allston.
Di Chiappari has made tutoring a
community priority, and while her
office staff consists only of two
people, including herself, its database of 400 student-volunteers bolsters her belief that students at BC
want to give back to the community.
Volunteers take part in a four-day
community service dri~, twice a
year, in response to the needs and
requests of several community
organizations. The center also
works to provide information to the
community.
"Only recently, we noticed that
people utilize us as a research center to reach to organizations in their
community," Di Chiappari said.
"For us it is a step forward."

Boston College Neighborhood Center director Maria Di Chiappari plans to find new ways to bridge the gap between the college an
the community.

She added that the center needs
to constantly be available and open
to Allston/Brighton's ever-changing multiethnic population.
''The needs of the community are
going to change," she said. "I don't
want to be the one to tell people
what they need. It has to come
from them."

J.J..J

If only finding the
right home could
be as easy as finding
the right mortgage.

At BankBoston, we've
made the mortgage the

• Low down payments
• Easy approval process
• Reduced rates

simplest part of buying

mortgage that meets
your needs - and your
budget. To hear firsthand

how finding the right mortgage

a home. After all, our expert
Mortgage Specialists employ a unique

has become a painless process, call the

approach. They're actually wilJi ng

BankBoston Mortgage Officer in your

to sit down with you and select a

area at 1-800-416-9228.

0
Member FDIC

BankBoston
First Community Bank
bankboston.com

@
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As the center works to help
Allston-Brighton's people in need,
it is also working to improve
Boston College's public image. Di
Chiappari said she wants to
improve BC's reputation within the
community as a rowdy school.
After all she points out "BC is a
huge school with thousands of stu-

dents."
So far the payoff for her first
year of work in Allston-Brighton
has been several "thank yous" fr
the community.
''Those are the things that
really get you going, knowing th
you have helped somebody," she
said. 0
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GRAND OPENING
CELEBRATI.ON.

Library design
phase begins
Advisory Committee
meets with architects
for initial planning
By Linda Rosencrance
TAB Staff Writer
new chapter in the saga
of the Allston branch of
the Boston Public
Library has begun.
On March 4, members of the
Library Advisory Committee met
with the project's architects to discuss what they think the new
library should look like - inside
and out.
"At the meeting we talked about
programs we would like to see, as
well as about the architectural
design of the building," said Worth
Douglas, the BPL's assistant superintendent of neighborhood library
services. "We gave our recommendations, but we made it clear that
they are only recommendations.
The architects will do an initial
design, which they will then bring
back to the community."
On April 4, the advisory committee plans to visit several suburban
libraries, including Arlington,
Waltham and Winchester, to see
how library services are provided in
those communities, Douglas said.
The members of the committee,
who were appointed by Mayor
Thomas Menino, are: former
Allston-Brighton City Councilor
Brian McLaughlin; Nancy Grilk, an

A

aide to Allston-Brighton City

Councilor Brian Honan; Lillian

BPBINB BPECI fl
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FREE
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Burgess, an Allston resident who
works at St. Anthony's School and
Parish; Paul Berkeley, president of
the Allston Civic Association; and
Ellin Murphy, who is an Allston
resident and a teacher at the
Thomas Gardner School in Allston.
The architect is Michado & Silvetti
Associates, Inc. from Boston.
Some of the items Boston Public
Library officials would like included in the new library are: a children's section containing 50,000
books; an adult/young adult section
with 32,500 books; 15 displayed
newspapers with storage for back
issues; 70 displayed magazines
with storage for back issues; and
shelves for 500 new books.
In addition, the officials would
like the library to have a lecture hall
with 100 chairs and four 5-footlong folding tables; a moveable
raised platform, a moveable puppet
theater, a built-in projection screen
and projection room; and a mobile
TVNCR. The lecture hall would be
wired for cable and the futernet.
Last month Menino announced
to community and political leaders
that construction on the facility will
begin in the spring of 1999 - the
library is scheduled to open in the
spring of 2000 - on property
donated by Harvard University. In
exchange for the land at 308 North
Harvard St. land, the city will give
Harvard University the title to
Dedham Parish Road, a street next
to the former Sears site, which is at
the corner of Windom and Almy
streets in Allston. The Sears site is
owned by Harvard. 0

CARPET
SWEEPER

Right now, buy an Oreck Upright and
receive your companion Compact
canister and Tidy Up•Carpet Sweeper
for one great price. Three great Oreck
vacuums for the price of one.
The Oreck XL. Unlike a lot of
vacuums, they'll still be cleaning up
after many years to come.
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FACTORY TUNE-UP SPECIAL
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· New Belt & Dust Bag
'-"'
• Check Seals & Gaskets
ol'I
• Polish Armature
• Clean Motor Brushes & Bearings
• Check Electrical System
· c
• Clean Lubricate Brush Roller
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For checking values,

checK out
You don't have to leave the neighborhood to find great checking
values. They're right here at Peoples Federal Savin~ Bank.

Armory plans
move ahead

Have your paycheck or other recurring
payment automatically deposited to
your account and pay no monthly fees.

By Linda Rosencrance
TAB Staf!Writer
lans by Boston University to
construct student housing at
the site of the former
Commonwealth Armory are moving
forward, and a decision is expected
within the next three weeks regarding its future, according to state and
university officials.
The 819-bed development is
scheduled to open in August 2000
and cost $63 million. It fulfills an
eight-year-old commitment the university made to neighbors to house
75 percent of students on its own
campus. According to BU's Master
Plan, which outlines the university's
five- to-10-year development plans,
BU will provide 9,300 beds in the
year 2000. At that time, there will be
more than 12,300 students attending
the university.
At a recent meeting of the Project
Advisory Committee - which
comprises university and city officials, as well as Boston and
Brookline community members officials said that anyone who wants
to comment on the project can do so
by submitting written remarks to the
Boston Redevelopment Authority by
April 13. The BRA Board of
Directors is scheduled to vote on the
project on April 30.

Write all the checks you want
each month for just $3.

P

The three-building dormitory project will be situated at 28 Buick St.,
on the northeasterly side of the 10.2
armory site. The tallest of the three
dormitory buildings will be 18 stories, or 230 feet, high. Because the
location and size of the three buildings has changed since it was first
proposed in 1990, the university
submitted an amendment to the project's plan to the Boston
Redevelopment Authority, the city's
planning agency.
The housing project, however, is
not the only large-scale development
BU is proposing. Boston University
is also looking to build a science
center over the Massachusetts
Turnpike extension.
According to a Jan. 7 letter to the
Massachusetts Turnpike Authority
from BU Executive Vice President
Joseph Mercurio, the university is
interested in leasing development
rights for nine parcels over the
Turnpike. In order to secure those
rights, BU will have to pay the
Turnpike $200,000.
Developing the air rights over the
Turnpike would allow the university
to connect two parts of its campus
that are now separated by the toll
road, according to James Kerasiotes,
chainnan of the Massachusetts
Turnpike Authority. 0

Those 62 or more can have absolutely
free checking at Peoples.

Tired of worrying about the
minimum balance in your account?
Heres the answer.
Keep just $100 in your account
and enjoy no fee checking
while you earn interest on
your checking account balance.
Looking to avoid "foreign" ATM fees?
Its easy. just keep $1000 or more in
any combination of Peoples checking
and savings accounts.
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•
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PeoplesCash Card
Telephone Banking
Overdraft Protection
Bank by Mail
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Inez Wells, who recently completed a Boston Housing Authority Mediation Program has lived at Faneuil

Gardens since 1981.

Working together
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BHA sponsors mediation
training to help residents
resolve differences
By Melissa Da Ponte
TAB Staff Writer
ith 28 years of experience as a
tenant in Boston Housing
Authority properties in AllstonBrighton, Inez Wells knows the challenges to
living harmoniously in tight quarters.
"BHA residents live so close together," said
Wells, who recently took part in a mediation
program designed to help residents nip their
differences in the bud. "I think it takes a real
skill to learn how to respect each other's rights
and keep things peaceful."
Last week Wells, who lives in Faneuil
Gardens in Brighton and who once lived at the
Commonwealth Housing Development in
Allston, was one of 38 graduates of a 30-hour,
BRA-sponsored training program. Eighteen of
the participants are tenants of housing developments across the city. The goal is to train BHA
staff and tenants to help other residents resolve
their differences in ways both parties can live
with. Mediations are often advised for problems such as loud noise complaints, name calling and other civil rights issues, disagreements
among tenant children and sexual harassment.
"As a trained social worker, I've come to
understand that housing is a different kind of
situation," said Wells, who works as a foster
care reviewer for the Department of Social
Services. "A lot of things you can walk away
from, but usually people are not going to walk
away from their homes. They need to resolve
these kinds of things."
Now in its second round, the program is the
brainchild of Robert Treston of the BHA's
Office of Civil Rights. Treston said the need
for mediation is strong, given the recent, high-

W
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ly publicized incidents in which tenants were
evicted following drawn-out battles with
neighbors.
"I think this is one of the answers to that,"
he said. "Part of it is to teach people to really
see a problem while it's in its infancy. If families who have a problem meet and see what's
really going on, they may never have a problem again. That could happen if someone was
there to see it and step in and resolve it at an
earlier stage."
BHA staff members have conducted about
15 to 20 fonnal mediations since the program's inception last year. Each session takes
several hours and begins with a referral of the
parties involved, usually by a property manager. Treston said the goal is to have one trained
tenant and one staff person per mediation. The
mediators are not judges, but help the residents
hear each others' concerns and draft a written
agreement that everyone can live with.
Residents' participation is voluntary, and no
lawyers are involved.
In the last training, which took place over
several Saturdays from December through
early March, the class included housing managers, maintenance superintendents and management aides. In the future, some will participate in the BHA's formal mediations, said
Treston, while others will simply have a better
sense of how to respond to tenant concerns
and how to listen to what issues might be
brewing under the surface of a dispute.
The training focused on topics such as neutrality, civil rights laws and listening. The students used case studies, worked in teams, and
participated in role playing.
"It's definitely given me a new way of
thinking about things," Wells said. "Even with
things like loud music, a person does have a
right, within reason, to play it."
The key, she said, is finding creative ways
for tenants to exercise their own rights without
impinging upon others' quality of life. 0

Wingate at Brighton is a long-term and post-acute skilled nursing
facility where compassion meets gracious living. On the outside,
beautifully landscaped grounds surround us. On the inside,
elegance and comfort abounds. Not only are we committed to
returning individuals to their optimum lifestyle and independence,
but we provide a place where the partnership between residents,
families, and caregivers is deeply valued.
Our services include:
• 24-hour Skilled Nursing Care

·Pain Management

·Medically Complex Care
Management

• Diabetic Management

•IV Therapy

• Surgical Recovery
• Enteral Therapy

·Wound Management

·Terminal Care

of Cape Cod's

newest
waterfront
vacation
resort
and receive

Complimentary
Overnight
Accommodations,

I
Barnstable Tavern or Christine's I
Restaurant & Showclub.
I
I
Call 1 ·800·551-9954
Now!
I
*Upgrade your Cape Escape $4995 I
to 3 days & 2 nights and a
..._
I certificate towards dinner for 2
.J
PLUS Dinner for 2 at the

To find out more about the home-like setting of Wingate at Brighton,
please call 617-787-2300.

For information & reservations

WINGATE
AT BRIGHTON

100

NORTH BEACON STREET • BOSTON,
JCAHO ACCREDITED

MA 02134

______ _
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Churches look
for new home
CHURCHES, from page 3
members. In addition to holding
Sunday worship services, they offer
computer training, English as a
Second Language classes, prayer
meetings and seminars on topics
such as resources for battered
women.
"Having the churches here has
been an advantage for the community," Aubourg said. "[Having Berklee
come in] doesn't offer anything for
the people here, not even economic
value."

"It's outsiders who
always come in and
get these buildings.
And churches are
dying down in
Allston."
The Rev. Herold Aubourg

Berklee president Lee Berk said
the Allston practice area would
accommodate the more than 300
Berklee College students who live in
Allston-Brighton. Otherwise, those
students wind up practicing their
instruments in their apartments.
"Our primary interest is in diminishing the likelihood of disturbances
to residents," Berk said. "Our students who live in the area now don't
have a place to practice."
Berk confirmed that if Berklee is
granted permission to use the property, the college will make use of the
entire building. He expects the
process to take about six months,
after which time the churches will
need to start phasing out. But Berk
said he doesn't recommend waiting
any longer to find alternative space.
"They ought to be seeking other
opportunities at this time, whether
Berklee receives permission or not,"
he said. ''If it's not Berklee, it's going
to be someone else. There's an ongoing threat to the continued occupation of the space."
Aubourg said the churches have
tried to make alternative arrangements ever since the building went
up for sale several years ago. But
local space is at such a premium, he
said, they will probably have to
leave the area. Aubourg said the
churches tried to get a bank loan to
buy the building on their own, but
they were rejected for lack of collateral. After that, they looked into renting space from local churches, but
there were conflicts around the timing of Sunday services.
"We've tried all those avenues,"
said Aubourg, who has suggested
that Berklee use just use 20,000
square feet as a practice area and
continue to lease the 3,000-squarefoot area to the churches.
But Berk has made it clear that the
college plans to use the entire building for its soundproof studios.
However, he is open to providing
some time slots for use by local children who need to practice, and the
college may offer group music education for children of the community.
Aubourg said the churches will
figure something out.
"We are growing," he said.
"Maybe this is God trying to tap us
on the shoulder to tell us it's time to
move on." 0
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Neighbors want
the 'scoop' on parks
Open space, improvement
on minds of locals in
speaking with city officials
By linda Rosencrance
TAB Staff Writer
og poop, dying trees and the overall
condition of the parks and playgrounds in Allston-Brighton are
some of the issues that residents want the city
to address as Boston figures out how it should
look in the future.
Several residents met last week with representatives of the Parks and Recreation
Department and the Boston Redevelopment
Authority, which is the city's planning authority, to talk about the condition of the community's open space.
"We need better enforcement of the [pooper
scooper) law," said Eva Webster, who lives in
the Aberdeen section of the community.
And Allston resident Paul Berkeley said he
is concerned about the lack of playing fields
for certain sports, such as soccer.
"Because there are no soccer fields in
Allston or Brighton, people play the game
wherever there is an open field," Berkeley
said. "But if they continually use the Little
League fields they'll destroy them."
The Allston-Brighton neighborhood meeting was just one of a number of meetings city
officials are holding with residents and merchants from every community to discuss their
goals and priorities for the city in the year
2030. That is when Boston will celebrate its
400th anniversary.

D

The planning campaign is called Boston
400, and its goal is to make the city a better
place to live and work. In Allston-Brighton
that means, in part, addressing such issues as
parking; traffic; density; creating more diversity in the community's business districts;
improving parks; and preserving the residential character of the neighborhoods.
According to the BRA, the best way government can achieve its goal is to improve the
public space throughout the city. This includes
streets and sidewalks, parks and waterfronts;
houses and commercial districts; schools and
museums; and universities and entertainment
centers.
Part of the process involves updating the
city's open-space·master plan, which is done
every five years. The city is revising the master plan that was completed under the Flynn
administration.
''We don't want to reinvent the wheel," said
Aldo Guerin of the parks department at last
week's meeting.
According to the last master plan, AllstonBrighton has a total of 252 acres of open
space. This encompasses parks, playgrounds,
squares and malls under the jurisdiction of the
parks department and other public agencies,
such as the Metropolitan District Commission,
which controls the Charles River Reservation
and the Chestnut Hill Reservoir.
The city's goal is to ensure that its open
spaces are attractive, well-maintained, easily
accessible, and green. 0
The next meeting of Boston 400 in AllstonBrighton will be held at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
April 8, in the Jackson Mann Community
Center at 500 Cambridge St. in Allston.

Ethnic eateries split
over smoking ban
Restaurateurs unsure
how new law will
affect business
By Melissa Da Ponte
TAB Staff Writer
ix months from now, all of AllstonBrighton's restaurants will be smokefree - the result of a ban passed earlier this month by the city's seven-member
Public Health Commission.
Throughout the city, restaurant owners have
been outspoken in their criticism of the ban,
which they say will hurt business at Boston
eateries. But in Allston-Brighton - a district
heavily populated by international-style
restaurants and cafes - views differ on what
the ban will mean for ethnic-food eateries.
These restaurants tend to be small and serve
clientele from countries where smoking is still
more culturally acceptable than it is in the
United States. If people can no longer light up
with their buddies over even a cup of espresso, will the local economy falter?
Not likely, said Valter Viderino, owner of
Cafe Brazil on Cambridge Street. Right now
his full-service restaurant has separate smoking and nonsmoking sections, but he predicts
his smoking customers will simply hold off
until they leave the building.
"Even now, people sometimes come in with
a large group with just a couple of smokers,"
he said. "And the smokers usually just wait
until they leave, or step outside. They are used
to having to [accommodate] people who don't
smoke."

S

Viderino said that while a large proportion
of his customers are Brazilian or from
Spanish-speaking countries, where smoking
has not received all the negative press it has
here, immigrants have become accustomed to
limits to lighting up.
''They see the changes," he said. "They
travel on airplanes and see that they can't
smoke on them anymore. They see how hard
it is to get a job in a restaurant here if they
smoke. They read the newspapers. They're
expecting this."
But Conina Huong of Ducky Wok on
Harvard Avenue has a less optimistic view of
the ban. She said about half her customers are
American and half are Asian. The restaurant
has a separate smoking area now, and Huong
said many students and Asians in particular
like to smoke after a meal.
''I think they will go somewhere else," she
said. Couldn't patrons step out the door for a
quick smoke? "We don't have any [space]
outside. They'd be standing on the street."
Marco Vasquez, co-owner of La Mama
restaurant on Brighton Avenue, which serves
American- and Spanish-style food, expects
smokers to either hit the take-out window in
the future or wait until they're done eating to
run out.
''I think it's going to affect the bigger businesses, not the smaller ones," he said. "And
especially the ones that serve alcohol. When
people drink, they tend to smoke more."
But Huong doesn't see the point in dwelling
on the specifics at this point.
"Worrying is not going to do anything
now," she said. ''The law has already been
passed." 0

BANKRUPTCY
Over your head in Bills •..
Stop harassing phone calls.
Immediate Relief
Call Attorney
Joseph N. Wheeler
at

666-9888

We have the largest selection of tennis rackets and tennis shoes in
Boston. Our experienced staff can provide assistance in selecting the
right equipment to improve your game. Each store has 24 hour, on
remises custom stringing and an extensive demo program.
·Save $20 on any new frame with this ad.

BosSMITH
Gooos
SPORTING

Two Great Locations
owntown Boston 426-4440 and 1048 Comm. Ave 277-5858
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SENIOR CALENDAR
Programs and classes by the
Veronica B. Smith Multi-Service
Center, 20 Chestnut Avenue, for the
week of March 31-April 6. The
senior center is open Monday-Friday
from 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Lunch is
served Monday-Thursday at noon.
Telephone: 635-6120.

Tuesday, March 31
9 a.m. - Exercise Class. No cost
9:30 a.m. - Crochet
10 a.m. - Bowling.
Noon - Lunch. Suggested donation,
$1.50
12:30 p.m. - English as a Second
Language class
1 p.m. - Bingo

Thursday, April 2
9 a.m. - Exercise
10 a.m. - Blood pressure screening
10:30 a.m. - Choral
10:30 a.m. - Taxi coupons
Noon - Lunch. Suggested donation,
$1.50
1 p.m. - English as a Second
Language class
1-3 p.m. - Venus' Bingo
1-4 p.m. - Bridge

Friday, April 3
9:30 p.m. - English as a Second
Language class
10 a.m. - Walking
10 a.m. - City Councilor Brian

Honan holds office hours
1-2 p.m. - Senior Swim at the
YMCA, 470 Washington St.,
Brighton.
1-4 p.m. - Bridge

Come to Daniel's and create
a beautifully decorated cake
for any occasion.

Monday, April 6
9:45 a.m. - Chi Gung II, "Energy
Gates."
10 a.m. - Walking
10:45 a.m. - Chi Gung I
Noon - Lunch. Suggested donation,
$1.50.
12:30 p.m. - English as a Second
Language class.
1 p.m. - Line Dance
1-2 p.m. - Senior Swim at the
YMCA, 470 Washington St.,
Brighton.

Wednesday, April 1

Wt> can duplicate ANY
photograph, logo or any other
image you would like on a cake.

395 Washington Street • Brighton Centre
245-7718

Daily Freshness! A complete selection ofquality baked foods.

10 a.m.-noon -Arthritis
11:30 a.m. - Free vision screening
Noon - Lunch. Suggested donation,
$1.50
1 p.m. - Oak Square Seniors
1-2 p.m. - Senior Swim at the
YMCA, 470 Washington St.,
Brighton

IN

BRIEF

Mayor celebrates Main
Streets facade renovations
Mayor Thomas M. Menino will cut
the ribbon on two new Allston
Village Main Streets-funded facades
on Tuesday, April 7.
The 6 Burner, 151 Brighton Ave.,
and the White Horse Tavern, 116
Brighton Ave., Allston, both received
complete facade renovations, funded
in part by $3,750 matching grants
from the Allston Village Main Streets
Facade Improvement Program. The 6
Burner also received design assistance from Bergmeyer Associates
through the Boston Main Streets program.
TWelve other facade renovations
are in progress under this program.
When completed, those renovations
will benefit more than 50 businesses.
The ceremony will begin at 4 p.m.
at the White Horse Tavern.
Refreshments from both restaurants
will be available after the ribbon-cuttings. The 6 Burner serves gourmet
pasta specialties. The White Horse
Tavern serves American fare. The
public is invited to attend.
Allston Village Main Streets is a
community-based, public-private
partnership working to revitalize the
Allston commercial district through
design, promotion, economic restructuring and organization.
For more information, call Program
Manager Jennifer Rose at 254-7564.

Annual egg hunt is
just around the comer
The Gerry McCarthy Memorial
Easter Egg Hunt will be held at 10
a.m. Saturday, April 11, on the St.
Elizabeth's Hospital Foundation
Grounds, 159 Washington St.,
Brighton.
The Egg Hunt is open to children 6
years of age or younger. A special
hunt for toddlers (ages 3 and
younger) will also be held. The free
event features 15,000 treat-filled eggs.
Children will also have the opportunity to meet Mr. and Mrs. Rabbit and
their son, Peter Rabbit. For more
information, call 789-2441.

LINCS hosts cultural
conference
The Allston-Brighton Healthy Boston
Coalition's LINCS program will host
its annual cultural conference from
IN BRIEF, page 18

You have your own approach to staying healthy. And
that approach may or may not involve regular visits to
the doctor. Nevertheless, when you do come in, you want
that doctor to have the complete picture of your health.
At Harvard Vanguard Medical Associates, we know
how you feel. That's why no matter which Harvard Vanguard
physician or office you come to - no matter what time
of the day or night you need our help - our clinical
information system makes your medical records easily
accessible. Which means your doctor will have all the
necessary facts when making decisions that affect
your overall health.
After all, we may not see you often. But when we do,
you'll be glad to know that we know you. To find a doctor
who'll see things your way, call 1-888-876-HVMA.

~~1

"

Harvard

Vanguard

Medical Associates

Harvard Vanguard Medical Associates accepts the plans of Harvard
Pilgrim Health Care as well as most traditional insurances.

Boston: Copley
185 Dartmouth Street
[617) 859-5400

Boston: Kenmore
133 Brookline Avenue
(617) 421-1174

Boston: Post Office Square
147 Milk Street
(617) 654-7041

Braintree
111 Grossman Drive
(781) 849-2262

Burlington
20 Wal Street
(781) 221-2582

Cambridge
1611 Cambridge Street
[617) 661-5580

Chelmsford
228 B:llerica Road
[978) 250-6000

Medford
26 City Hall Mall
(781) 306-5100

Peabody
2 Essex Center Drive
(978) 977-4170

Quincy
1250 Hancock St., S. Tower
[617) 774-0630

Somerville
40 Holland Street
[617) 629-6161

Watertown
485 Arsena l Street
(617) 972-5400

Well esley
230 Worcester St, (Rte. 9)
(781) 431-5212

West Roxbury
291 Independence Drive
(617)541 6600

www.harvardvanguard.org

A maj or t eaching affiliate of Harvard Medical School.
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OPINION

Religious group
needs new home

lHA'l'S rr ! WE 'LL~osr "DO 00~ PAt..TYf AJG,
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he decision by the Berklee College of Music to lease - and likely
buy - a building on Fordham Road threatens the future of an important Allston religious institution.
The New Life Fellowship - which is composed of six small religious
congregations - is one of the tenants at the Fordham Road site. But within
the next six months, Berklee plans to convert the building into practice
space for about 300 area music students. When that happens, these six
fledging congregations will need to find a new house of worship.
Understandably, these congregations are worried about their future. The
Fordham Road site is home to Haitian, Brazilian, deaf, Hispanic and Baptist
congregations. All of the congregations are small, but they serve a vital role
in our diverse community. And without a place to gather, they will either
dissolve or be forced to move out of Allston-Brighton.
We cannot expect Berklee to withdraw its plans to use the building. But
the community should make a strong effort to help these congregations find
a new home in Allston-Brighton.
Our neighborhood is strong, in part, because it contains such a unique
mix of residents of all colors, beliefs and backgrounds. To lose a religious
institution that offers a sense of connection for some of our neighbors
would be a terrible blow to our community.

Building a safe
neighborhood
W

ant evidence that the quality of life is improving in AllstonBrighton? Take a look at the crime statistics recently released by
the Boston Police Department.
Crime dropped significantly in 1997 - down 17 percent from 1996.
While crime has been on the decline throughout the city during recent
years, Allston-Brighton is consistently ahead of the curve. District 14 police
have certainly done their part - putting more officers on the streets to help
prevent crimes before they happen and using improved technology to track
crimes when they do.
But crime would not be dropping at such a significant rate if it weren't
for the residents and business owners who are working to make AllstonBrighton a safer place. During the past two years, Allston-Brighton has witnessed the creation of several new neighborhood watch groups and has seen
merchants take a more active role in keeping the business districts clean and
safe.
These efforts should be recognized and continued. Allston-Brighton is
safer because the people who live and work here are tired of seeing their
windows broken, their cars stolen and their stores vandalized. To make this
trend continue, we cannot let down our guard. Sometimes simple steps are
all it takes to keep a neighborhood safe.
These simple steps cannot be taken for granted or put off. As soon as we
forget to lock a door, leave on a light or keep an eye out for suspicious
activity, we create an opening for a thief or vandal.
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Afront-page story in the March 2430 edition of The Allston-Brighton
TAB talked about the Chandler
Pond Preservation Society s plans
to ask abutters of the pond if they
would be willing to pay a betterment tax to help pay for a dredging
project there. Residents in the
Chandler Pond neighborhood had
plenty to say about the tax pkin.
Here is a sampling:

Objects to pond tax
I certainly object to the way the
reconstruction of Chandler Pond
has been handled by the board
members when they never introduced it at a [public] meeting. As a
fact, one of the members is not
even an abutter.

Tax is reasonable
I think it's reasonable to ask for a
small tax on the people who abut
the pond.

Tax plan is a disgrace
I've been living up here overlooking the pond for 52 years. I think
it's disgraceful. It is a joke to
expect to think that we would pay
for that. I'm not even an abutter.
But I will go to bat to fight with
these people again.

Neighbors should
support pond
I'm calling about the article about
the pond tax proposal for Brighton.
I am an abutter of Chandler Pond,
and I would be overjoyed to contribute to the fund-raising to dredge
and clean up Chandler Pond. It is a
jewel in the neighborhood and the
cost is minimal. I encourage my
neighbors not to overreact to the
word ''tax" and to realize that they
don't just live in their homes, they
live in a neighborhood and part of
the neighborhood is this beautiful
pond.
Editor's Note: The following comments were made in response to
issues other than the Chandler
Pond tax pkin.

Trashed!
I'm calling about the trash problem
in Brighton Center. I recently
passed a barrel on the comer [of
Washington and Parsons streets]

that was filled with trash that had
spilled all over the street and this
was not just on one day. It was on
three consecutive days. This is a
vital part of Brighton Center. But
now it seems run down and
neglected. Maybe someone should
start enforcing these code violations.

Against density
I am responding to Ms. [Eva]
Webster's comments
["Commentary," The AllstonBrighton TAB, March 17-23].
Overcrowding of housing impacts
and detracts from a neighborhood,
causing density, traffic volume,
parking and increased litter. Call it
snobbery, but why is Ms. Webster
constantly curtailing the quality of
services in Brighton as regards to
those of Brookline?

Keep the dog on a leash
Why isn't that beautiful dog in the
picture having a great day there at
Ringer Park on a leash, so he does
n't crap up the park [for people]
that muck in it or the football play
ers who play in it [AllstonBrighton TAB, March 24-30]?
Second of all, I would suggest tha
on the Speak-Out! you put 781
before the 433-8329 so people wh
are not accustomed to the new sys
tern can call in.
Editors Note: Our box that
solicits calls for Speak-Out! was
not updated to keep up with the
recent area code change. As a
result, the 781 prefix has been
missing. Our correct Speak-Out!
phone number is now (781) 4338329. We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.

www.townonline.com/allstonbrighton

March 31 - April 6, 1998 The Allston-Brighton TAB, page 11

CO:M:MENTARY

Bracing for
a political storm

No rush for
Joe's seat yet

By Sal J. Giarratani
biogs had been quiet politically for more
than a few years now in Allston-Brighton.
But when Sen. Warren Tolman (DWatertown) decided to run for lieutenant governor
recently, it started a maniacaJ game of politicaJ
musical chairs.
First, Warren's brother, Steve, decided to move
up from his state Representative seat by announcing for the open state Senate seat. And quicker than
you can say, "Hi, my name is ...",there are fivecount 'em, five - candidates for his soon-to-bevacant seat in the 18th District, which covers
Allston, Brighton and part of Brookline. The race
isn't ideologicaJ because running for state representative anywhere is about serving people rather than
electing statesmen to solve world peace or ending
global warming.
The five people running all seem like decent
folks: Michael Moran, Neil Duffy, Brian Golden,
Gil Hoy and Nadene Stein. We have candidates
from all areas of the district, and as this campaign
moves on, it promises to get hotter along the campaign trail. Already we've seen some testiness.
I had to laugh when I heard one candidate apologize for losing his cool at a community meeting
and calling one of his critics a "moron." I'm sure,
as soon as the M-word left his lips, the candidate
knew he had entered a minefield of his own making. Hey, at least he apologized, and I'm sure he
won't make the same mistake twice.
And then there was that candidate from
Brookline taJking about the need to elect someone
with a seemingly cosmopolitan view of the entire
district. You can usually bet the farm that when
someone says it isn't about geography that it is all
about geography, especially when the candidate's
piece of the electoral landscape is about 20 percent
of the total picture. The true test is to see whether
the same inclusiveness shows up in press releases,
say, in The Brookline TAB?
I grew up in Boston's Ward 8 down by Boston
City Hospital, the neighborhood birthplace of the
legendary James Michael Curley. That was still the
real Kennedy School of Politics, even as late as my
childhood there in the 50s and 60s.
My former state representative, Charlie Iannello,
once ran for re-election from a little room next to
Massachusetts General Hospital on Charles Street,
and his candidacy looked shaky after he got caught
up in the tripwires of the Jaw. His opponent thought
he had it made. But when the votes were counted,
even bars couldn't stop Charlie from his landslide.
Running for state representative is about doing

By Steve LeBlanc
TAB Columnist
he race to succeed U.S. Rep. Joe
Kennedy would be just another
sleepy-eyed electoral showdown
if not for the 8th Congressional District's
storied political past
In the last half-century the seat has boasted the likes of Boston's "Rascal King,"
James Michael Curley, future president
John F. Kennedy and North Cambridge's
own U.S. Speaker of the House Thomas
''Tip" O'Neill - all members of the state's
political pantheon.
It's an impressive history for a district
that is geographically the smallest in the
state and politically one of the most liberal
in the nation.
Just half-a-dozen communities Watertown, Belmont, Somerville,
Cambridge, Chelsea and part of Boston make up the district. That's in a state with
more than 350 cities and towns and just 10
congressional seats.
With all that history and a strong tradition of activism, you'd think the district's
political heavyweights would be rushing to
fill the void left by Kennedy.
You'd be wrong.
In fact, the biggest headlines since
Kennedy's bombshell have come from
politicians opting out of the running.
First was Watertown state Sen. Warren
Tolman, head of the taxation committee
and an up-and-comer in the State House.
Last year, Tolman seriously considered a
run in the 8th District when Kennedy
appeared ready to jump on the governor's
race.
Tolman, however, has since changed
gears and is now devoting his attention to
the Democratic race for lieutenant governor. Switching back into the congressional
race proved to be one too many hairpin
political turns for Tolman, who caJled a
press conference to say he is staying put.
Perhaps the bigger surprise came from
Massachusetts Senate President Thomas
Binningham, who was also eensidering a
run for Kennedy's seat back when
Kennedy was a presumed candidate for
governor.
Most political insiders considered
Birmingham's candidacy all but assured
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things people see every day. Iannello got people
jobs and secured housing for the homeless. He
even shoed children with surplus Stride-Rite shoes
he had upstairs in his house. Once my family needed public housing when our rent went higher than
my father's paycheck. He went to Charlie after the
Boston Housing Authority told us we were number
100 on the waiting list for the next apartment.
Twenty-four hours later, it was like Lourdes - we
moved to number one.
Charlie stayed around in office right through
1967 and finally retired undefeated. Charlie knew
when to hold and when to fold. I would love to see
him taking on the crew in the 18th District. Hey,
calling someone a moron would be the least of
anyone's worries. In fact, it might look like a compliment.
Hopefully the candidates will all do their best to
articulate their vision of what the 18th District
should be as we move into a new century. But they
all better remember, they are not running to cure
cancer or bring heaven down to earth.
It is not easy to represent state representative districts that cross city lines. Hey, Brookline has five
state representative seats - most of which cross
into other communities. But if you asked somebody from Brookline about that, I'm sure most
would rather just have one coming from Brookline.
If you asked someone the same question from
Allston or Brighton, you think they'd answer any
differently?
But regardless of boundaries, we need candidates
who simply tell voters who they are and why they
would make the best representative. When it comes
to local races, most voters can't spell cosmopolitan
because they believe, as Tip O'Neill said a long
time ago, "All politics is locaJ."
Good luck to your paper. The more you write
about this race, the more the candidates will blame
you for their problems. You can't praise or bash
anyone without them thinking you are working on
behalf of someone else. Yeah, sure! It's not about
geography? Tell that to [Allston-Brighton TAB]
political columnist Jeff Ousbourne come July or
August, when he's overcome by smoke and mirrors.
I'd love to be covering the race because everything I learned about politics comes from Ward 8.
We can take anything dished out and do it with a
big smile. Learn how to smile, Jeff - and very
fast.
Sal J. Giarratani, farmer host of Radio Free
Allston, lives in North Quincy. He contributes an
occasional column to The Allston-Brighton TAB.

ANYTIME
. FUEL
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LOW LOW PRICE ·
$AVE
$AVE

78.9¢

Price Sub/set to Change

DCOD
0 Burner Service
0 Same Day Deliveries
0 Service Available

EMERGENCY
OIL
DELIVERIES

1-800-870-3570
Dedham, MA
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e will soon be celebrating our second
anniversary with a keepsake edition on
April 21. This special issue will present the
best photographs published in the past year.
Scenes of local life, news events, local people
and places by the TAB's award winning
photo team add up to a unique portrait of a
unique community.
Publication Date:
Ad Deadline:
Proof Deadline:

April 21
April 16
April 15

For advertising information , please call
Tom Allison at 781/433-8209.

~TAB

once Kennedy dropped out of the running.
When Binningham told reporters he needed to consider his options during a planned
family vacation, most pundits assumed he
was just stalling.
Apparently Birmingham was serious
about his need to consider all his options.
When he returned from vacation, he caught
nearly everyone on Beacon Hill off-guard
when he too announced he was happy
where he was.
With the top-tier candidates bowing out
of the running, voters in the district can
expect a free-for-all in the coming months.
Vntually any politician in the district who
thinks he or she has half a chance of winning will likely take that chance, especially
now that the field is wide open.
Already the list of likely candidates
includes: former Watertown state Sen.
George Bachrach (who lost to Joe Kennedy
10 years ago); former state representative
and radio talk show host Marjorie
Clapprood; former state Rep. Susan Tracy;
Somerville Mayor Michael Capuano;
Boston City Councilor Charles Yancey;
Boston City Councilor Tom Keane; and
energy deregulation activist John
O'Connor, a Cambridge resident.
In a district as small as the 8th - and
among a crowd of lesser-known candidates
- old-fashioned political organization may
be the key to winning.
But at this stage in the race, it is simply
too early to choose a front-runner. More
hopefuls may choose to enter the race - a
phenomenon that could make politicaJ
organization even more important as
Democratic primary voters find themselves
forced to choose between a cadre of candidates.

Despite the political highs, serving in
Congress is no easy task. There are family
sacrifices, endless fund-raising and the risk
of personal attacks - a11 for the joy
(among Democrats) of serving in a minority party with little rea1 power.
Compare that with the politicaJ highs of
Beacon Hill, where victories are more
immediate, the commute much shorter and
Democrats still hold sway.
Is it any real surprise top Democrats
even in the 8th District might decide to
remain big fish in a sma11 pond?
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PROTECT YOUR MONEY & FAMILY

CLUBS&
CONCERTS

With some·simple Estate Planning for any size estate!

Wills, Simple Trusts, Health Proxies, Power ofAttorney, Living Wills
Safetv and protection at affordable prices!

In the Arts section

ATTORNEY ANDREW M. CORT
A Full Service Neighborhood Law Office
56 CHESTNUT HILL AVE., BRIGHTON, MA 02135 • (617) 254-7033

weather-tile

ALL WINDOWS
ON SALE
NOW!

vinyl • wood • aluminum • fiberglass

Some businesses improve customer service
with a new toll-free number.

LETTERS
Taking on the pond tax
Thank you for the articles your paper
wrote regarding Chandler Pond.
The idea of assessing the people
who abut Chandler Pond as much as
$100 or more a year as a betterment
on their property over the next 20
years is out of line. We are intelligent
people and know that a betterment
could not be applied to our property
without our consent. But it angered
us to think that some members of the
Chandler Pond Preservation Society
would even attempt to do this to us.
Believe me, if the amount was
only $20-$30 a year we wouldn't
need a betterment. We would just pay
it if we felt this was the correct thing
to do. If only this had been brought
up at a public meeting of the association, it could have been discussed and
the people could have given their
opinions and there wouldn't be all
this fiac;co.
The CPPS would have also found
that the Commonwealth Department
had said there were funds in the
Lakes and Ponds division that could
be used to help pay for the dredging
of Chandler Pond.
Mayor Thoma'i Menino has been
ve1y good and want'°I to see this project completed. He will help us in
whatever way he can.
What the CPPS should be doing is
trying to get grantc; that will be used
to maintain the pond after the dredging has been completed.
Genevieve Ferullo, Brighton

Bringing Allston to light
The Allston Board of Trade (ABOT)
underwrote the cost for the installation and maintenance of holiday
lights and decorations along Harvard
Avenue and Cambridge Street. The
Board of Trade wishes to thank the
following contributors for their generous donations toward helping
ABOT with this 1997 holiday season
expenditure:

Able Rug, Inc., Allston Car
Wash/CJ. Resources, AllstonBrighton Community Development
Corp., Allston-Brighton YMCA,
BankBoston, Big Burrito,
Blanchard's of Allston, Boston
College, Boston Edison Company,
Boston Paint, Boston University,
Brighton Bottle & Can Redemption
Center, Brighton High School, Cafe
Brazil, Carlo's Cucina Italiana, Ca11ey
& Hayes, Check-X-Change,
Common Ground Cafe, Don
Chalmers, Duplicopy, Durfee Motor
Sales, Inc., EF International Schools,
Fem Cleaners, Flyrabbit, Gateway
Stationers, Genzyme Corporation,
Great Scott's, Grecian Yearning
Restaurant, Harper's Ferry, Herrell's
Renaissance Cafe, Houghton
Chemical Corporation, International
Beauty Supply, International Pizza,
Joseph Smith Community Health
Center, Kells Restaurant and Pub,
Kinvara Pub, Legal Sea Foods,
Marty's Liquor, Maverick Designs,
Inc., Meineke Discount, Mr. Music,
Nature Springs, New Balance
Athletic Shoe Factory, Outlet, Pet
Shop, St. Elizabeth's Medical Center
of Boston, Seattle Joe's Cafe, Shan
Tang Herbs, Sports Depot, Sully's
Service/Billiards, Sunset Grill and
Tap, Suspension Specialists, Veronica
Smith Multiservice Center, VoVo
Shop, West End House, Wonder Bar.
Trudi Garelles,
The Allston Board of Trade

Challenger steps
forward to take
on Tolman
S

tate Rep. Steven Tolman (DBrighton) may actually have an
opponent in his race for the
state Senate.
"Just out of principle, Steven
Tolman shouldn't get a free ride into

We did it by opening a new company.

For 175 years Eastern Enterprises
has been commited to the well being
of local communities throughout eastern Massachusetts. Coming into your
homes and businesses under the
trusted brand Boston Gas Company.
And now, due to a restructuring of the
energy industry, we're pleased to offer
customers an even greater degree of
service and dedication through an entirely new company called ServicEdge".'

ServicEdge is an energy systems
and services company built around a
local network of expert technicians.
Providing you with heating and water
heating system maintenance contracts,
tune-ups, and equipment installations
and upgrades. Not to mention, an unparalleled level of customer service.
Make sure to look for ServicEdge
in your neighborhood. Or call them today
at 1-888-942-EDGE (3343).

stern Enterprises

~

•

ervlcEdge·

Easurn Enterprises

"ServicEdge• and ·our commitment. Your comfort." are the trademark and service mark, respectively, of ServicEdge Partners, Inc., a
wholly·owned subsidiary of Eastern Enterprises and a corporate affiliate of Boston Gas Company. Licensed In Massachusetts: 2262C, 113C.

By Jeff Ousbome

the senate," says Watertown's
Michael Gay7.agian, a registered
independent who is considering a run
against Tolman. "I've talked to some
folks in the business community, and
with Tolman's involvement with
labor organizations, we don't think
he's able to look at business issues
objectively."
A partner in a landscaping business
and a member of a real estate investment group, Gayz.agian is working
on his master's degree in business
administration at Suffolk University.
He also ran for Watertown's town

council twice.
"Realistically, if it comes down to
money, Tolman has all the advantages," he says. ''But it's important
that in a democracy, you have to
have competition."
Gayzagian insists that his interests
go beyond business issues to education, tax cuts and health care.
'1 have two disabled parents, so
disability issues are important to me,
too," he says.
If he chooses to run, Gayz.agian
will make his decision in early April.

The line on the
over-under law
The City Council has proposed new

restrictions regarding 18-and-over
shows at Boston nightclubs. But
that's only after Mayor Thomas
Menino considered banning such
events altogether. In response to
some recent, high-profile, underage
drinking in the city, the council
assigned a task force to address the
issue.
Now, clubs will have to either crePOLffiCS, page 13
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BEACON HILL ROLL CALL
The following local senators' votes
are on roll calls from the week of
March 23-27. There were no roll
calls in the House last week.
Following a long-standing tradition of Senate presidents, Sen.
Thomas Birmingham rarely votes
on roll calls.

Whistleblower
protection supported
The Senate, 36-0, gave near-final
approval to a bill providing incentives and protection for "whistleblowers" who expose false or
fraudulent claims for payment
involving state or local community
funds. The proposal prohibits retaliation by the whistleblower's
employer and gives the whistleblower a percentage of the damages that are recovered.
Supporters said the bill wilJ protect and reward courageous citizens, punish people who commit
fraud and save taxpayers' dollars.
A "yes" vote is for the bill.
Sen. Thomas Birmingham: did
not vote
Sen. Stephen Lynch: yes
Sen. Warren Tolman: yes

existing public housing, and $40
million in grants and loans to help
low- and moderate-income individuals faced with expiring use provisions. Housing units are in "expiring use" when developers prepay
federally subsidized mortgages and
convert the units to market rental
rates.
Supporters said this bill will help
increase public housing, create jobs
and provide a decent home for
many low- and moderate-income

families.
A "yes" vote is for the bill.
Sen. Thomas Birmingham: did
not vote
Sen. Stephen Lynch: yes
Sen. Warren Tolman: yes

Emergency medical
system endorsed
The Senate, 36-0, gave near-final
approval to a bill creating a unified
statewide emergency medical sys-

tern to serve all Massachusetts residents. The legislation directs the
Department of Public Health to
plan and develop a system that
includes state-of-the-art communications, a statewide trauma care
system, training and public education. It also establishes licensing
and training standards for emergency medical technicians, emergency vehicles and emergency
facilities.
Supporters said the bill will

ensure that citizens who have an
accident or become ill are assured a
speedy response and high-quality
emergency care. They argued the
system will save lives, and pointed
to incidents in which people have
died as a result of an uncoordinated
and flawed system.
A "yes" vote is for the bill.
Sen. Thomas Birmingham: did
not vote
Sen. Stephen Lynch: yes
Sen. Warren Tolman: yes

Public housing
funds backed
The Senate, 36-0, gave near-final
approval to a $375 million public
housing bond package. Provisions
include $201.5 million for housing
authorities across the state to use
for the modernization and repair of
POLITICS

We've always known that the cardiologists

I received expert care and they treated me with

and cardiothoracic surgeons at St. Elizabeth 's

dignity and respect." As a values-based health

FROMPAGE12
ate an alcohol-free area for underage
patrons, or provide three days notice
to the city's entertainment board and
add extra bar staff to prohibit underage drinking at events.
"I expect the proposal to be
approved," said Councilor Brian
Honan (D-Brighton). Honan and
Councilor at large Stephen Murphy
created the initiative.

while refereeing a local

Staying put

Gaelic football game,

or the most severe

the 58-year-old from

cardiac problems.

Dedham was trans-

We're also an academic

ferred from a nearby

medical center of Tufts

Considering the restrictions being
placed on Boston smokers, you'd
expect that Senate President Thomas
Birmingham (D-Chelsea) would be
thrilled to get out of Boston. But like
his senate colleague Warren Tolman
(D-Watertown), Birmingham has
decided not to run for the 8th District
congressional seat, saying that he has
''unfinished business," that he wanted
to continue to be a "progressive
voice," and that he would continue to
"effectively work on behalf of average tax payers."
Go figure. He'll definitely have a
more direct effect on state residents as
Senate president than he'd ever have
as just another minority party, freshman congressman.
But what does any of this mean?
Well, for one thing, it means that
none of the congressional candidates
(whether it's City Councilor Charles
Yancey or Somerville Mayor Mike
Capuano) can run against the state
"establishment'' (The Jimmy Carter
strategy). It also means that none of
them has the sort of instant, built-in
voter base that Tolman and
Birmingham would have brought to
the election. When a district outsider
like Marjorie Oapprood has a fair
shot at winning the seat, you know
that geopolitics are secondary.
Jeff Ousborne is a free-lance writer
and student who lives in Brighton.
His politics column appears weekly in
The Allston-Brighton TAB.

Medical Center are among the best in

facility, we combine heartfelt compas-

their field. They rank pretty high

sion with world-class care. Our
cardiac team offers th~ latest

in Patrick I3ligh's field, too.
After being revived from

medical and surgical

a near-fatal heart attack

advancements for the
diagnosis and treatment

hospital to St. Elizabeth's,

University School of

where quadruple bypass

Medicine.

'Tm grateful for the

surgery was performed.

It turned out to be a lifesaving

second chance St. Elizabeth's

call for Patrick.

gave me," said Patrick. "Where

"The care at St. Elizabeth's was exceptional," said Patrick, now fully recovered

would I be without them?" You make
I. Patrick Bligh ]

the call. For more information about

and back to work. "All the doctors and nurses

any of St. Elizabeth's high-quality cardiology

who attended to me and my family were special.

services, call 1-800-488-5959 today.

www.townonline.com/allstonbrighton
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RELIGION
B'nai B'rith begins
Project HOPE
Volunteers from the B'nai B'rith
Covenant House in Brighton will
volunteer their time this Sunday to
deliver packages of Passover food
items to families in need.
The packages, which are filled
with kosher food for Passover, will
be handed out to housebound elders,
recent Russian immigrants and other
Jewish families in need. The volunteers will gather at the B'nai B'rith
house, 34 Washington St., Brighton
at 10 a.m. Sunday, April 5.
The organization is looking for
donations for the program. A donation of $36 will provide enough
food to feed one family, organizers
say. Contributions can be sent to
B'nai B'rith Project HOPE, 34
Washington St., Brighton, MA
02146.
For more information, call 7315290.

Washington St.; the Sisters of St.
Joseph's mother chapel, 637
Cambridge St.; Brighton Avenue
Baptist Church, 30 Gordon St.; St.
Luke's and St. Margaret's Episcopal
Church, 5 St. Luke's Road; and
Allston Congregational Church, 41
Quint Ave.
Those who need transportation
are invited to call participating
churches for help: The Rev. Karen
Bettachi at 782-2029; The Rev.
Abraham Waya at 787-1868; The
Rev. Ashlee Wiest-Laird at 7824524; The Rev. Zaw- Winn Tan at
783-5328 and The Rev. Rodney
Peterson at 527-4880.

Church presents play

Churches plan Good
Friday procession

The men and young people of
Evangelical Charismatic Center, 39
Fordham Road, Allston, will present
a Good Friday play at 7. p.m. Friday,
April 10 at the center.
The 60-member congregation is
co-pastored by The Rev. Rose N.K.
and The Rev. Harold P.A. Ansbourg.
For more information about the
play, call 789-4601.

A group of Allston-Brighton
Christian churches are holding its
annual Good Friday procession
through the community. The procession - which begins at Community
United Methodist Church, 519
Washington St., Brighton at noon,
Friday, April 10 - offers participants the opportunity to reflect on
Christ's crucifixion through his final
seven words on the Cross, according to The Rev. Karen Bettachi, pastor at St. Luke's and St. Margaret's
Episcopal Church in Allston.
After a 15-minute worship service
at Community United Methodist
Church, the procession will make its
way through Allston-Brighton and
make stops at five other AllstonBrighton churches. Other stops
include Brighton Evangelical
Congregational Church, 404

As part of its Lenten schedule, St.
Luke's and St. Margaret's Episcopal
Church, 5 St. Luke's Road, Allston,
will host the Service of Holy
Eucharist on Wednesday, April 1, at
7:30 p.m., and Sunday, April 5, at
11 a.m.
The church has also released its
schedule of Holy Week services,
which begin with a 10 a.m. Palm
Sunday service of the Holy
Eucharist and blessing of the palms
at 11 a.m., Sunday, April 5. The following is a list of the rest of St.
Luke's and St. Margaret's Holy
Week events:
• Maundy Thursday service of the
Holy Eucharist with foot washing at
7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 9;
• Good Friday Liturgy with

Preparing for Holy Week

Communion from the Reserved
Sacrament at 7:30 p.m. Friday, April
10;
•the Great Vigil of Easter at 7:30
p.m. Saturday, April 11 ;
• The Sunday of the Resurrection
- procession and festival Eucharist
at 11 a.m. Sunday, April 12.
For more information, call the
Rev. Karen Bettacchi at 782-2029.

Golden jubilee

Evening prayer offered
at St. Columbkille
St. CoJumbkille Church offers
evening prayer and organ meditation
at 7 p.m. on Sundays during Lent.
The prayer includes music that is
chosen to help parishioners contemplate God's word as they prepare for
Easter.
St. Columbkille is at 321 Market
St., Brighton.

Participants sought for
Contemporary Liturgy
St. Columbkille Church, 321
Market St., Brighton, invites the
community to participate in its
Contemporary Liturgy Community
at 9:30 a.m. each Sunday. The group
gathers after Mass for coffee and
doughnuts.

Sister Lillian Hartney (right) was recently honored by City Councilor Brian
Honan and the rest of the Boston City Council for her golden jubilee as a
member of the Sisters of St. Joseph's order. Hartney is a fonner principal and
teacher at St Columbkille High School in Brighton.

OBITUARIES

Children sought for choir
St Columbkille Church invites children in grades 2-8 to participate in
its children's choir. Rehearsals are
held on Thursdays from 2:15-3 p.m.
or from 3:30-4: 15 p.m.
For more information, call the
church at 782-5774.

Send your religion anrwuncements
to TAB editor Peter Panepento. The
mailing address is Allston-Brighton
TAB, P.O. Box 9112, Needham, MA.
02192-9112. Our fax number is
(781) 433-8202. The e-mail address
is ppanepento@cnc.com.

Louis A. Larffarello
Lifelong Brighton resident
Louis A. Larffarello, a lifelong
Brighton resident, died suddenly on
March 17, 1998, at St. Elizabeth's
Medical Center. He was 61.
Mr. Larffarello was an Army veteran who worked as a
shipper/receiver for the General
Motors Corporation for 31 years. He
retired in 1994.
He is survived by his wife, Mary
R. (Anderson); sons John and Frank

of Wilmington and James of Lowell;
daughter Diane Damp of
Watertown; brothers Peter of
Watertown, Rocco of Dedham,
Anthony of Dorchester, Angelo of
East Boston; and sister Carol
Carcerano of Watertown. He was
the brother of the late Teresa
Bonstell. Mr. Larffarello is also survived by five grandchildren.
A funeral Mass was held on
Friday, March 20, at St. Anthony's
Church, 73 Holton St., Allston.
Burial was at St. Patrick's Cemetery
in Watertown.

Russo"s
A. Russo &

Sons, Inc.

Tiles. 3/31 - Sun. 4/5

Sweet Green and Red

Seedless Grapes .......... $1.49 lb.
Let's say your heater breaks down

under the

on the coldest day of the year. Or may-

trusted

be your water heater is leaking . Let's

label, Boston Gas. Only now, due to re-

face it, you need help fast. However,

cent restructuring of the utility industry,

if you turn to the phone book for help,

they 've formed a more comprehensive

you'll soon find yourself confronted

network of local technicians under the

with hundreds of names. Many of which

flag of ServicEdge. ~

you 've never heard of. But actually

ServicEdge is committed to your

there 's a group of people you 've prob-

comfort in every way- from service

ably used before, or know from your

to installation. Available to get the

neighborhood.

job done quickly, 24 hours a day, 365

They 're the same people who have

days a year. Just like you 'd expect

served the Boston area for decades

from someone in the neighborhood.

ervicEdgeN
Eastern Enterprises
Our commitment. Your comfort.··

each

www.servicedge.com
Local toll free:

1-888-942-EDGE (3343)
A Corporate Affiliate of Boston Gas

"ServicEdge" and "O ur commitment You r com fort." are the tradema rk and service mark, respectively. of Servic Edge Partners, Inc., a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Eastern En terprises and a corporate affiliate of Boston Gas Company. Licensed in Massachusetts: 2262C, 113C.
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POLICE LOG

..
Out·of·town men
admit to car break·in
D On the early morning of March
18, police arrested three men for
allegedly breaking into a car in
Brighton.
At about 4: 16 a.m., officers in a
marked cruiser saw two men
pulling black bags out of the open
trunk of a parked Toyota Camry at
Bigelow Street and Perthshire
Road. According to police reports,
the officers watched the men place
a tire iron inside the trunk before
closing it.
After the men walked down the
sidewalk on Bigelow Street, police
questioned them. An investigation
revealed that the car had a popped
passenger door lock, and the interior
had apparently been ransacked.
According to the report, the men
then admitted to breaking into the
car.
Police looked inside the bags the
men were carrying, which they had
been seen taking from the trunk of
the Camry. The officers found a
black camera bag with a Nikon
camera, lenses and accessories, a
bag with photos and photo drying
paper and several other items,
according to the report. After the
men were arrested and transported·
to the District 14 police station for
booking, police allegedly found
small flashlights in both men's possession. Also, next to the camera,
police found a "Leatherman" tool
that was the correct size to have
caused the lock damage. An officer
then observed a third man hiding
under a Ford Taurus across from the
damaged Camry, according to the
report.
Police arrested Harry Eng, 18, of
15 Euston Road #2 in Brookline;
Quy Ly, 19, of 37 Gordon Tee in
Belmont; and a 16-year old Boston
boy. All were charged with breaking
and entering a motor vehicle in the
nighttime, possession of a burglary
tool and larceny over $250.

Dorchester, along with the 13-yearold boy, also from Dorchester. They
were charged with breaking and
entering a car and possession of a
burglary tool.

Loud party complaint
results in two arrests
11 On March 22, police arrested
two Brighton residents for charges
related to possession of alcohol for
minors.
At about 1:45 a.m., police
responded to a complaint of a loud
party Brighton at 1653
Commonwealth Ave. in Apartment
#4. When the officers arrived, they
saw that the door to the apartment
was open and that about 50 people
were inside, according to the police
report. They noticed a young man
drinking beer from a red plastic
cup. When police asked his age, the
man said he was 21. When police
asked for identification, the man
said "Wait a minute," then left out
the back door and allegedly started
down the stairwell, according to the
report. Officers caught up with the
man on the lower stairwell, where
he told police he was in fact 20

years old. Police arrested Stewart
Feeney, 20, of the above address,
and charged him with being a
minor in possession of alcohol, disturbing the peace and resisting
arrest.
Police learned that Feeney and a
second man were on the lease of the
apartment, in which two empty kegs
of beer were found. The second
man, Brian O'Reilly, 21, said he had
purchased the kegs. O'Reilly, of the
above address, was arrested and
charged with procuring alcohol for a
minor and disturbing the peace.

Friendly's reports
evening robbery
IJ A man brandishing a gun
robbed Friendly's Restaurant at 462
Washington St. in Brighton on
March 22.
According to police reports, at
about 10:30 p.m., a man entered
Friendly's, walked down the outside
seating aisle and went inside the
men's room. After that, he asked for
the manager at the take-out counter.
When the manager met him at the
grill area near the back of the store,
the man pulled a small, silver-col-

ored semi-automatic handgun from
near the small of his back.
According to the report, the man
told the manger, "Let's go in the
back."
The manager took the man into
the store office, where the man
rifled through a register box and
removed $198 in cash. The man
then fled out the rear door toward

Washington Street on foot. No one
was injured.
The suspect was described as a
black man with a medium build,
between the ages of 25 and 30. He
had a full beard and a scar on his
forehead and was wearing a black
knit hat with a yellow logo, a threequarter-length black leather jacket
and black pants.

•

Thirteen-year-old
boy is arrested
llfl Also on March 18, after a resident called police to report two men
looking into parked cars around
Cambridge Street in Brighton,
police followed the men and eventually arrested them for allegedly
breaking and entering a car.
According to police reports, a citizen called police at about 6:30 p.m.
to say he had seen the two men at
the corner of Cambridge and Elko
streets. The resident said that when
the men saw him watching them,
they headed toward Union Square.
Police found the men walking
together on Cambridge Street and
conducted a threshold inquiry. The
first man told police that he had no
idea of the identity of his companion, who turned out to be 13 years
old. A pat-down search revealed that
the youth allegedly had a dentpuller in his jacket, according to the
report. Police told the youth that
someone had observed the two of
them looking into cars.
The youth told police that the first
man had broken the window of a
car, attempted to steal the car with
the dent-puller, then made the youth
hide the dent-puller when he saw
the police cruiser. When police
asked the youth to show them the
car, he did, at 33 Eastburn St. It had
a smashed left, rear window and
damage to the ignition, believed to
be caused by the dent-puller. Police
arrested Miguel Teixeira, 19, of 652
Columbia Road, Apt. 2, in

Be a wise investor and diversify at Brookline Savings Bank.
Put some of your retirement money in an insured, high yield IRA account
That way your tax free earnings are fully guaranteed and completely secure.
Come in to any Brookline Savings office to set up your IRA account, today!

BRGDKLINE SAVINGS BANK
Telephone: 617 730-3500
Brookline Village • Coolidge Corner • South Brookline • Longwood • Washington Square

-

't'f'11
Member FDIC/DIF

"' Subject to income eligibility and time requirements.
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BUSINESS NE"W"S

MOVERS

GUARANTEED LOWEST
RATES ANYWHERE, ONLY
1/2 HR. MINIMUM!
You'll want us to move
you again and again!"
-24 HR. I 7 DAYS WK.
-CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED
- NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED
CALLUS FOR

FREE

Let's get ready to network
R

ich Silva, general manager of
Julia's Restaurant, is starting
"Network Nights at Julia's."
From 5:30-7:30 p.m. every
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday,
Julia's will offer a clean, relaxed

ESTIMATES!

1-888-822-5900

- ~:::~el~'
.
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/or
~ea•"'
1
61

$uflivan
<Juneral fleome
35 Henshaw Street, Brighton
617~782~2100

]Warren Sullivan
1905-1995

Everything you ever wanted to
·
know about French

·j

(but couldn't conjugate the verb to ask)

By Rosie Hanlon

atmosphere with free appetizers to
all bar patrons.
"Cheers, a world-famous bar, was
a place to go where everyone knew
your name and you could go and
socialize after a long, hard day at the
office," said Silva. ''I would like to
present the same kind of place to the
businesses of Allston and Brighton."
By offering specific hours of networking, Silva hopes to encourage
the start of a network club that will
create bonds between area businesspeople and encourage businesses to
keep their dollars within the business
district.
Future plans include networking
dinners, featured speakers and possi-

~Alliance Francaise
10 week session starts April 13
Register for classes or choir:
April 1 & 7, 12-6 p.m.
Call for Brochure

617-350-7353
31 St. James Avenue, Boston, MA 02116
1 block from the Arlington "T"
Lexington classes as well

BRASCO ON
ESTATE

~ REAL

The National Association of Home Builders
recently hired Yankelovich Partners, a national
research organization, to ask homeowners why
they chose their homes, and how they feel about
their purchase. What the organization learned
applies to all homeowners, not just those who
bought new homes.
The survey found that 72% of homeowners
strongly agree that they love their homes. But an
c·f'en greater number - 94% - said that owning a

Why
homeowners
make
their move
Kate
Brasco

home makes them more financially secure. And
90% said they believed that owning a home is the
best investment people can make.
When asked why they moved to their present
homes, 25% said they just wanted to own their own
place, 19% said they wanted or needed a bigger
house, 12% said they bought because they had a
new job, and 8% said they bought their home
because they wanted to live in a better neighborhood. Some buyers said they wanted something
smaller.
People sometimes think that emotions play a
very important part in choosing a home to buy, but
the survey indicated that isn't correct Buyers said
their homes' value and price outweighed all other
factors, and the number of bedrooms and the
house's condition were more important than its
distance to work, chools, and shopping.
But even so, location is important. Eighty-four
percent of the owners interviewed agreed that
the true· value of a home is determined by the
neighborhood, not the house itself.
Kate Brasco is a Principal Realtor at
CENTURY 21 Shawmut Properties in Brighton. If
you have aquestion on aReal Estate related matter
or need assistance, call Kate at 787-2121.

bly networking breakfasts.
Julia's is located at 386 Market St.
in Brighton. For more infonnation,
contact Rich Silva at 782-5060.

Scholarships are offered
The Brighton Board of Trade is
accepting applications from
Brighton residents for its 1998 scholarships. Four $1,000 awards will be
presented. Applications are available
at the Party Stop, 572 Washington
St. in Brighton, or by calling Rosie
Hanlon at 787-9049.
All applications must be submitted
no later than May 1.

Fonner Celtic to speak
about youth sports
Fonner Boston Celtics player Bob
Bigelow will speak on the subject of
adult involvement in youth sports at
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 15, in
Boston College's Devlin Hall, Room
008. This forum is sponsored by
Boston College, Oak Square Little
League, Allston Little League,
Brighton Central Little League and
Allston-Brighton Youth Hockey.
Bigelow played professional basketball for four years as an NBA
first-round draft choice, after playing

at the University of Pennsylvania
under Hall of Fame coach Chuck
Daly. Bigelow has devoted several
thousand hours to researching and
lecturing on organized youth sports,
its effects on children and adults and
using common-sense approaches to
meet children's needs in sports.
Since 1992, he has given more than
200 talks throughout the Northeast.
Admission is free. For more information, contact John Bruno at 2546400.

Add your info
to resource directory
The Allston and Brighton boards of
trade are compiling the 1998-1999
Business Resource Directory. The
directory will include rosters of all
members of both boards of trade,
maps of the business areas, arts and
festivities listings, the City Hall
Telephone Index and historical facts
about Allston and Brighton.
To include your business or particular infonnation in the directory,
phone Rosie Hanlon at 787-9049.

Restaurateurs are invited
Local restaurant owners who want
to improve the bottom line are invit-

ed to a free workshop on April 14
from 8-10 a.m.
Steve Immel, a veteran restaurant
executive and management consultant, will lead the workshop at Cafe
Jade, 450 Cambridge St. Coffee and
pastries will be served.
Space is limited, so you must
RSVP by April 2 to Joanne
McKenna of the Allston Brighton
Community Development
Corporation at 787-3874.

Contractor earns
national honors
Local roofing contractor John Henry
Roofing of Brighton was recently
recognized as an "Excalibur
Contractor" by Versico
Incorporated, a national supplier of
roofing products. The honor is in
recognition of the business's outstanding perfonnance and customer
service. In addition, John Henry
Roofing will receive a "Best in
Professional Roofing" designation.

Rosie Hanlon is executive secretary of the Brighton Board of Trade.
Her column on local business
appears weekly in The AllstonBrighton TAB.

Annual YMCA fund~raiser
reaches out to children
By Tom Crowley
Special to the TAB
pledge of $5,000 from
St. Elizabeth's Medical
Center contributed to the
success of the Allston-Brighton
YMCA's Reach Out for Youth
Breakfast. Dr. Michael Collins,
M.D., the hospital's president,
announced the donation to an audience of more than 120 guests on the
morning of March 13.
Other speakers at the event were
state Sen. Warren Tolman (DWatertown) and Suffolk County
District Attorney Ralph Martin. All
spoke on the topic of "Healthy
Children, Healthy Families, Healthy
Communities."
Martin spoke of the importance of
the YMCA in his own life, as a
child growing up in.an urban neighborhood. Tolman cited the significance of programs for children at a

A

young age and the need for organizations such as the Y to have the
support to carry them out.
Tun Garvin, executive director of
the Allston-Brighton YMCA, said
that when he recently brought his
daughter to the Y to go swimming,
the pool was filled with swimmers
of every age and background,
including one man who was receiving physical therapy.
''This is what happens every day
in our facility," said Garvin. "It's a
place where everyone feels at home,
where everyone is treated with
respect and dignity."
The Reach Out for Youth
Breakfast is held annually as part of
Reach Out for Youth, the AllstonBrighton YMCA's fund-raising
drive to benefit its youth programs.
Contributions allow the branch to
give more than $120,000 in scholarships each year, in keeping with the

Suffolk County District Attorney Ralph Martin said the YMCA was important in his
own childhood. Martin grew up in Brooklyn, NY.

YMCA's pledge to tum no one
away because of financial need. So
far, this year's Reach Out campaign
has raised more than $30,000 in
pledges.
Other breakfast attendees included Mayor Thomas Menino, state
representatives Steven Tolman and
Kevin Honan, City Councilor Brian

I

I

Honan and Suffolk County Sheriff
Richard Rouse.
The event was held at Boston
College, which was represented by
Jean McKeigue, Bill Mills and former state Sen. Paul White. Harvard
University and Boston University
representatives also attended the
event. 0

State Sen. Warren Tolman addresses the crowd at the Allston-Brighton YMCA's Reach
Out for Youth breakfast.

March 31-April 6, 1998 The Allston-Brighton TAB, page 17

www.townonline.com/alJstonbrighton

SCHOOL NE\V"S

Students take stock of the Big Board
Brighton freshmen
visit New York Stock
Exchange, businesses
By Judy Wassennan
TAB Correspondent
he "Introduction to
Business" course for 26
freshmen at Brighton
High School is forging new territory and may become a model for
future classes.
The students and six chaperones
will board a bus in the early morning of April 1 for a one-day trip to
New York City. There, they will
tour the New York Stock Exchange
and visit two major businesses.
Teacher Thomas Haferd, who
encouraged his students to help
plan this special field trip, said he
hopes it will become an annual tra-

T

dition because it fosters student
involvement in their learning. Too
often, he said, people assume that
students can't do things and therefore don't even encourage them to
try.
"Sometimes we sell kids short,"
Haferd said.
But the trip to the Stock
Exchange shows that if students are
interested in something, "they will
put forth the effort to get things
done," said Haferd.
The idea for the trip evolved out
of a discussion about a class project.
The students enrolled in Brighton
High's School-to-Career business
program had already reviewed
business concepts and careers in
general, and were focusing on
specifics such as computer technology and the stock market. They
became particuJarly interested in
the market, and when talk of a

"Sometimes we
sell kids short."
Brighton High School
teacher Thomas Haferd,
instructor of the freshman
"Introduction to Business" class

class project surfaced, their immediate suggestion was a visit to the
New York Stock Exchange, Haferd
said.
A feasibility analysis of such a
trip was quickly incorporated in
the students' classwork, with the
students learning how to set a
budget. Haferd said five student
teams were established to focus on
fund-raising through bake sales,

candy sales, staff luncheons,
raffles and mailing lists. As of last
week, each team had raised money
for the trip, resulting in a total of
$750.
The mailing list of AllstonBrighton businesses was developed
jointly with the Brighton Board of
Trade, which supplied the students
with a noncomputerized list. The
students then fine-tuned the list by
using a Microsoft database. The
updated list is available to board
members for $25.
The field trip will include a tour
of the Stock Exchange; a visit to
American Express Travel-Re1ated
Services on Wall Street, where students will learn how the firm uses
the Internet to serve its clients; and
a visit to the executive offices of
Macy's department store.
The students and their chaperones will return to Brighton late
Wednesday night. 0

SCHOOL BRIEFS

Pupil wins horticultural

poster contest

Tnnothy Stanek, a student at St
Hennan's of Alaska School, won
third place in the Massachusetts
Horticultural Society's annual poster
contest This year's theme was
''Trees: Life in the Forest"
Stanek, 9, won in the third-/fourthgrade division. He was recognized
for "exceptional creativity and artistic
endeavor in design." His work was
displayed at the horticultural society's spring flower show in early
Maoch.
St Hennan's administrator Susan
Ron said that Stanek used colored
pencils to create his poster, which
depicted a cluster of trees, a bright
sun and a wild moose.
All of the school's students submitted entries, she said.

'Bye Bye Birdie'
highlights weekend
Mount St Joseph Academy, in conjunction with Catholic Memorial
High School will present "Bye Bye
Birdie," at 2 p.m. Sunday, March 29,
and at 7:30 p.m. Monday and
Tuesday, March 30 and 31, in the
academy's gym.
The cast includes the following
Mount St Joseph students: Molly
Corcoran, Wmthrop; Danielle
Petrucci, Brighton; Karen Connors,
Belmont; Letasha Souffrant,
Dorchester, Danielle Greeley,
Roslindale; Iris Coates, Boston;
Michelle Fleming, Medford; Rose
Francois, Allston; Nathalie JeanBaptiste, Cambridge; Nathalie Louis,
Newton; Corinne Curtin, Dorchester;
Noreen Finn, South Boston; and Ann

Bddnar, South Boston.
A1so in the cast are Trina
Robinson, Boston; Tammy Puglia,
Allston; Jennifer Patrician, Holbrook;
Michelle Craven, South Boston; Tma
Kefalis, Roslindale; Katie Parley,
Roslindale; Ciara Healy, Newton;
and Ashley Phelan, Chestnut Hill.
Crew members from Mount.St
Joseph are: Nicole Thicker,
Dorchester, Kelly Carroll, Boston;
Cheryl Coburn, Brighton; Duchess
Cook, Boston; Sandra Hill, Brighton;
Janice Keivin, Brighton; Katie
O'Hara, Jamaica Plain; Melissa
Mendez, Brighton; Alicia Mulkern,
Chelsea; Jamie Redmond, Brighton;
Jackie Rose, West Roxbury;
Christina Vakalis, Boston; and
Maggie Kagan, Chelsea.
For ticket information, call Mount
St Joseph Academy at 254-8383.

NYC trip proves
fruitful for teachers
Dr. Mary Nash, principal of the
Mary Lyons Elementary School,
recently led her teachers on a oneday staff development day in New
York City. They visite<l P.S. 321, a
1,300-student elementary school in
Brooklyn, where they observed
teaching and learning styles in grades
kindergarten through 5.
'We were all energized by our
visit," Nash said.
The teachers at P.S. 321 have
"established a wondetful culture in
the building for learning," and now
the Mary Lyon teachers will work to
"bring that back to our students,"
said Nash.
Describing the New York teachers
as innovative, Nash said they have
been trained in many different "liter-

acy strategies," which are evident in
ihe classroom. For example, teachers
read aloud to their classes at every
grade level and then the students
break up into smaller discussion
groups. The students learn how to
discuss books, and are taught different ways to organiz.e information.
Visits to various classrooms highlighte<l the students' ability for critical thinking, said Nash. They have
been taught, even at the youngest
level, to analy:ze what they read, and
to not be afraid to say they don't
understand something. It was common for a student to speak up and
ask that something be made clearer
by saying, ''I don't understand. Could
you show me what you mean'!'
Nash said that the teaching and
learning displayed at P.S. 321 would
work well here, and that the criticalthinking component would augment
the new curriculum frameworks and
preparation for the MCAS
(Massachusetts Comprehensive
Assessment) tests. Those exams will
be administered in May to grades 4,
8 and 10.
Nash added that she and the teachers were impressed with how well
organized the large neighbmhood
school was, and the fact that parents
were very involved. For example
they raise $100,000 a year for the
school's discretionary fund.
'We saw a lot of parents; they are
very investe<l in their kids there,"
she said.
The teachers said their trip to New
York was valuable, especially
because they had time afterwards to
reflect on what they observed, and
plan for implementing some ideas at
their school. They hope to make a
similar trip next year.

The Mary Lyons trip - taken
when school was closed on
Evacuation Day (March 17) - was
made in conjunction with the
school's goal of adopting the nation's
new American Leaming Standards
that are designed to promote student
learning rather than an aptitude-driven curriculum. Because Mary
Lyons Elementary School is designate<l as a 21st Century School, the
trip was paid for by the 21st Century
School program.

MICHELIN.
RAIN FORCE.
MX4SUPERIOR

WET TRACTION
INA PREMIUM
ALL·SEASON TIRE.
It's raining. It's pouring. But you're
relaxed. Because you're rolling on
the Michelin• Rainforce• MX4'".
And when the weather changes
on you - when the roads are dry
or drifted with snow • the
Rainforce MX4 still delivers
Michelin's legendary all-season
performance, long wear, and
quiet, comfortable ride. The
Rainforce MX4 from Michelin.
Get a grip and forget the weather.

Freshman orientation
at Mount St. Joseph
Mount St. Joseph Academy will
host an orientation for incoming
freshmen from 7 to 9 p.m.
Wednesday, April 1. Janice O'Meara,
the school's admissions director, said
the meeting will focus on curriculum,
course load and financial matters
such as tuition. Information on
books, uniforms, transportation and
carpools, and the summer reading
program will also be available.
Besides O'Meara, speakers will
include: Sister Mary Murphy, principal; Christine Curley, vice principal;
Deirdre Clancy, director of students;
Jeanne Smith, athletic director,
Carolyn Dwyer, guidance director;
Joan McGany, guidance counselor;
and Sister Mary McGilvray, bookstore manager.
The 80 members of the Class of
2002 come from several communities, but also reflect the ''usual mix of
suburban and city residents," said
O'Meara.
For more information about the
orientation meeting, call O'Meara at
787-7999.
-Judy Wassennan

Law Offices of

Gilbert R. Hoy, Jr.

L//ilER!JRE

"MAWtCllJSET1S OLDEST1IE DEAlB" !SIG 1910I

(617)

232-4869

144 Boylston St.
on Rt. 9 (Near Brookline Village)
Brookline

----"FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE TO HOME OR WORK .

,

Find Us Fast In The BELL
ATLANTIC Yellow Pages

FREE CONSULTATION.

No

FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL.

850 Boylston Street, Suite 3 l 6A
Chestnut Hill, MA 02167

AVAILABLE ON EVENINGS

Concentrating in All Aspects of

HOME APPOINTMENTS.

PERSONAL INJURY LAW·
(617) 277-6767

AND WEEKENDS.

"A Lawyer Dedicated to Results
and Client Service."

...

-~--~~-~~-----~-----~-~-------------------------------------------
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:A_FOUR SEASONS
V°'BASEBALL, INC.

BRIEF

presents

Hitting and Pitching Clinics for Coaches

What's good for the goose •••

with
Rich Gale
Former Pitching Coach, Boston Red Sox
Saturday, April 4, 1-3 p.m.

Walter Hriniak
Former Hitting Coach, Boston Red Sox
Sunday, April S, 1-3 p.m.

Spring Training for Players of All Ages
with
Four Season Baseball's professional coaching staff
Saturday. Apnl 11, 9 a.m.-12 noon
Sunday, April 19, 9 a.m 12 '100n
Sunday, Apnl 26, 9 a.m-12 noon

All Sessions held at Brandeis University
Gosman Athletic Cer''"
Pre ·egistration required.
Call 1-800-757-6430

BLETZER & BLETZER, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
300 Market Street, Brighton, MA

Conrad J. Bletzer, Jr., Curt F. Bletzer .
Christopher A. Cahill
We are a full service Law Firm: Personal Injury Claims, Divorce/Family
Law, Criminal Defense, Civil Trials, Litigation, Businesses, Corporations,
Real Estate, Wills, Trusts, and Estates

(617) 254-8900 Fax (617) 254-5522

•;$-,---u--u-------•ro•i"&•
•
Off
&.Circus!

Six-year-old Amanda O'Grady, 6, reaches out the window to feed the geese at Chandler Pond last Tuesday.

FROMPAGE9
5:30-8 p.m. Monday, April 6, at
Brighton High School, 25 Warren
:
with this coupon and a
WHOLE FOODS MARKET I St., Brighton.
$10.00 purchase
Brighton/Brookline
The conference will feature workI Expires 419198. One coup0n per purchase.
15 Washington Street,
I shops on the following topics:
Brighton MA 617-738-8187
I
I Redeemable at Br~a? & Ckcus Brighton only.
Void 11 copied.
'
• women's health care concerns
among
the Russian, Peruvian,
L----------------------~ Guatemalan
and Haitian communities;
DO YOU NEED YOUR 6 MONTH
• environmental health concepts
FIRE INSPECTION·HOOD CLEANED-EXTINGUISHERS SERVICED? within the Brazilian, Chinese and
Russian communities;
Lie.#
Fully
- We Service ALL TYPES Of Fire Systems - Insured
204
• economic development interests
within the Nicaraguan, Russian and
Belizean communities;
•child-care traditions in the
Haitian and Russian communities.
Metropolitan Fire Services, Inc.
For more information about the
conference,
call 782-3886.
Brighton, MA

Bread

CALL TODAY

1-800-286-8745 or (617) 787-8745

"Make it Easy on Yourself!
Have One Company DO IT ALL And Save!"

Client Server Applications
&MORE ...
.I Evening Accelerating Program
.I Hands-On Training
.I Experience And References
.I Resume Writing And Placement Assistance
.I Free Introduction Classes
.I Student Loans And Payment Plans Are Available
.I Many Years In Business
.I Right on BUDGET!

We Are Licensed By The Massachusetts Department Of Education

Historian discusses Brighton
Branch Library's past
Brighton historian William P.
Marchione will talk about the creation and evolution of the Brighton
Branch of the Boston Public Library
at a lecture at 2:30 p.m. Saturday,
April 4, at the library, 40 Academy
Hill Road.
In 1864, a wealthy Brighton resident named James Holton donated
$6,000 to buy books for a Brighton
library. Marchione will talk about
Holton's contribution and trace the
development of the library since its
creation.
Marchione is the curator of the
Brighton-Allston Historical Society.
For more information about the
lecture, call 782-(i()32.

Veterans host health fair
The Boston VA Medical Center is
hosting a free information and health
fair for veterans and their families
from 10 am.- I p.m. Saturday, April
4, at the VFW Post 669, 406
Cambridge St., A11ston. The event
will feature blood-pressure screenings, hearing exams, eye exams and
cardiac risk assessments. For more
information, call 232-9500.

Boston 400 talks about
business centers
Boston 400, the city's comprehensive
planning initiative, will hold a public
meeting to discuss the revitalization
of Allston-Brighton's main streets at
7 p.m. Wednesday, April 8, at the
Jackson-Mann Community Center,
500 Cambridge St.

The meeting is one in a series of
community forums hosted by Boston
400 in Allston-Brighton. The organization is working to create a longrange plan that will address
streetscape, transit, parks and open
spaces, improvement of business districts, public facilities and historic
resources.
For more information, call the
Boston Redevelopment Authority at
722-4300, ext. 4403.

Central Artery spokesman
comes to Brighton
Jack Quinlan, director of public
affairs for the Central Artery project,
will talk about the future of the Big
Dig at a presentation at 6:45 p.m.
Thursday, April 2, at the Brighton
Branch of the Boston Public Library,
40 Academy Hill Road, Brighton.
Quinlan will talk about how the
Big Dig will lead to improvements
on the Boston waterfront and to the
Char1es River and air-quality
upgrades. For more information, call
782-6032.

Head Start accepts
applications
Action for Boston Community
Development's Allston/Brighton
Head Start Program is accepting
applications for 3- and 4-year-old
preschool children for the 1998-99
school year.
Candidates must be 3 years old by
Sept. 1, be low-income eligible, and
be residents of Boston. Special-needs
and physically challenged children
are encouraged to apply. For more
information, call 783-1235.

Health fair planned
The Boston College Neighborhood
Center, will host a Health Fair Day
from 9:30 a.m.-noon April 1, at the
Hamilton Elementary School.
The event will also be sponsored
by the Boston College Schoo] of
Nursing, BC campus police, BC student athletes, the BC Peer Education
Network, and Circle K International.

Honan holds office hours
City Councilor Brian Honan will
hold office hours in the district on
Friday, April 3, at 10 a.m. at the
Veronica Smith Senior Center, 20
Chestnut Hill Ave., Brighton. Honan
can also be reached at Boston City
Hall at 635-3113.

BAIA changes meeting
location, agenda
The Brighton Allston Improvement
Association will meet at 7 p.m.,
Thursday, April 2. Please note that
the location of the meeting has
changed. It will be he1d at the
Brighton Elles Lodge No. 2199, at
326 Washington Street in Brighton.
Also, additional agenda items have
been added since last week's listing.
In addition to hearing updates on
the Brighton Main Streets program,
the A-line track removal project,
and various neighborhood task
forces, board members will vote on
the following agenda items:
• a request to erect a free-standing
sign on the front lawn of 637
Cambridge St.;
• a request to park two cars on the
front lawn of a single-family home
at 28 Wadsworth St.;
• a request to enlarge two existing
porches on a three-family home at
15 Hobson St.;
• a request to demolish an existing porch on the side of 46 Leicester
St. and construct a new, enlarged
porch;
• a request to obtain an entertainment license from the owners of the
Lincoln Cafe;
• a request to obtain a seven-day
common victualer's license from
Souto's Cafe.
In addition, the organization will
discuss the status of a plan by local
developer Ron Cahaly's to develop
a property at 1700 Commonwealth
Ave.
The Boston Redevelopment
Authority has requested that the
BAIA organize and participate in a
neighborhood task group to meet
with the developer and attempt to
reach an acceptable compromise on
the specifics of the proposed development. The BAIA has invited a
representative of Cahaly to describe
the plan, as presented to the BRA.
No votes will be ca..;;t on the merit.;;
of the plan presented. Rather, members will be asked to vote as to
whether the BAIA should organize a
task force that will focus on the
Cahaly property.
Residents of Sutherland Road,
Cummings Road, Wilson Park,
Lanark Road and Kilsyth Road,
who abut this proposed development, are particularly urged to
attend this meeting, BAIA President
Robert Leverone said.

March 31 -April 6, 1998 The Allston-Brighton TAB, page 19

www.townonline.com/allstonbrighton

PORTS
West End loses
to Southie in
finals, 50-48
Brighton hoop team
files protest over
tournament
game-breaking play
By Chad Konecky
TAB Correspondent
hings got downright bizarre
in last week's Northeast
New England Boys & Girls
Club basketball tournament finals.
The title game between the West
End House's 15-and-under traveling
boys team and South Boston
was knotted at 48-48 with five seconds remaining. Then South Boston
committed a blatant in-bounding
violation under their own basket. As
Brighton implored the officials to
make a call, host South Boston
pulled off a full-court pass and layup
that won the game. Brighton immediately filed a protest, which, at
press time last week, was under
review by league Commissioner Joe
Gaiero of Waltham.
"I would definitely call it controversial," West End head coach Ken
Bean said. "I mean, everybody saw
it, including the ref. He admitted he
made a mistake as soon as the game
was over."
What might help Brighton's cause
is that Bean has clear, videotaped
evidence of the infraction. The
footage depicts one Southie player
passing the ball to a teammate
before the crucial in-bounding play.
Both players were out of bounds.
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The game was actually a mirror
image of the defensive double-overtime gem the two teams slugged
through earlier this season. Brighton
emerged in that first meeting despite
South Boston's eight-point edge for
most of the econd half.
In the closing seconds of regulation during that game, Southie
grabbed three straight offensive
rebounds and finally hit a threepointer that tied the game at 48-48
with eight seconds left. Brighton's
West End House went up three in
both overtimes, made its free throws
down the stretch and won, 61-56.
In last week's tournament semifinal win over Lowell, Brighton
squeaked out a 73-72 win behind 37
points from forward Jules Jeudy.
With Lowell's top gun in foul trouble and, inexplicably, still guarding
him, Jeudy slashed his way through
the lane for a 15-of-22 shooting
night from the floor and hit 7-of-8
from the free-throw line. Front-court
mate Jesse Hernandez added 18,
while point guard Hendy Bonilla
contributed 10 points and six assists,
all in the second half.
Jeudy tied the game at 64-64,
inside five seconds of regulation
time, with a leaner. Then, with two
seconds left in overtime and his
team down 72-71, he hit a scoop
shot.
"Jules did it all," Bean said. "He
was unstoppable. We just gave him
the ball and let him drive for the last
eight minutes of the game."
The victory avenged a 79-77 loss
to Lowell earlier in the season.

Biddy Camp winds down

0

Photos by Karen Sparacio

The Biddy Basketball Camp at the
West End House is winding down
another season. In the photo above,
Andrew Lau, 5, takes instruction
from Kelly Gallagher (left), co-captain of Boston University's
women's basketball team. In the
photo at left, Nick Ruggiero, 10,
gets dribbling tips from BU freshman basketball player Pilar Prassas.
Directed by Brighton's Joe
Walsh, the camp is open to Allston
and Brighton children. Two
Saturdays remain in the program.
On April 4, Bentley College's
women's basketball squad will be
the guest instructors. On April 11,
the Boston University men's team
will provide instruction.

Four boys selected for elite squad
Four West End Club 12-and-under
basketball players have made the
roster of an elite Amateur
Athletics Union squad playing out
of Cambridge.

Guards Ricky Ogboin, Marcus
WiUiams and Anthony Ogboin

have joined center Ted Walsh as
survivors of the final cuts. They
will all begin play next month.
"It doesn't surprise me at all,''
We~t End head coach Ken Bean
said. 'Those guys are very
talented and they work very hard."

Honan League reaches halfway mark
Spartans still
undefeated, but look
out for the Demon
Deacons
By Chad Konecky
TAB Correspondent
he Kevin Honan
Basketball League at the
Jackson Mann
Community Center celebrated the
season's midway point by showca~ing some of the finest individual performances in the league's
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five-year history. Two of those
highlight-reel games came from
Demon Deacons teammates Jack
Gueirrer and Phillippe Michael
Jordan, who combined for 48
points in a 56-30 win over the
Boilermakers.
Running a near-perfect transition
offense, coach Michelle
McCaffrey's Deacons (2-2) moved
into third place, thanks to
Gueirrer's 36 points and Jordan's
amazing triple-double of 12 points,
a career-high 20 assists and l 0
rebounds.
The Boilermakers, coached by
Joe and Debbie Walsh, fell to 2-1-

1, despite 9 points from forward
William Erazo and 6 points from
frontcourt mate Daniel Gonzalez.
The Spartans improved to 3-0-1
behind another dominant game by
swing man Zach Shelton, who
scored 18 points in a 26-17 win
over the Wolfpack. Coach
MicheHe Yip's Spartans squad also
got double-digit rebounds from
forward Michael Branco and a
gritty all-over-the-floor performance from guard William Wigfall
(4 points).
The Wolfpack, coached by Ha
Dinh, fell to 1-3. Guard Joshua
Johnson teamed with forwards

Nick and Matt Ruggiero to keep
the Wolfpack close until late in the
game. Forward Tammy Cook
scored a team-high 10 points.
The Blue Devils (3-1) took sole
possession of second place, with a
28-22 victory over the winless
Cavaliers. Coach Chris Rogers'
team was led by guard Jackson
Gueirrer, who slashed his way to
15 points. Center Gina Damp
pulled down 10 rebounds. The
Cavs (0-4) continued to struggle at
the
offensive end despite the best
efforts of forward Lavar Reeves
and guard CJ Bletzer. 0

Tourney title
goes to
12-and-under
boys team
The 12-and-under traveling boys
ba~ketball team from West End
House won the Northea~t New
England Boys & Girls Club tournament title last Thursday, with a
62-59 win over the Dan Marr
Club of Dorche ·ter.
Led by guards Ricky Ogboin,
Marcus Williams and Jackson
Guerrier, Brighton finished the
season with a final record of 13-2.
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SPORTS

No sophomore jinx for Bengals
Youngsters expected
to carry the load
for defending
BCL co-champs
MONDAY

Roast Chicken* ...............•1 .95 TUESDAY

Turkey or Steak Tips* ........ .'9.95
WEDNESDAY

Steak Tips & BBQ Shrimp* ....+9 .95
THURSDAY

Prime Rib* .. :.................•9 .95
FRIDAY

Swordfish* ...................•1z. .95
SATURDAY

Lobster Scampi** ............•14 .95
* Includes Potato &Salad
** Includes Salad
916 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston/Brookline line across from the armory.
Validated Parking/Functions

"'7 .stoto.o3oo
These prices cannot be combined with any other offer.

By Chad Konecky
TAB Correspondent
righton High baseball
coach John Herny really
has no business entertaining thoughts of the Bengals defending their 1997 Boston City League
tri-championship. After all, Brighton
lost right-handed staff ace Chris
Kiley, standout shortstop Matt
Varakis and two-thirds of its outfield
to graduation last year. Oh yeah, and
No. 2 starter Andy Snadden moved
to North Carolina.
No matter, said Henry, whose
squad is loaded with jaw-dropping
sophomore talent It sounds crazy,
but a Brighton team that will start as
many as six underclassmen seems to
have a shot at defending its share of
the BCL crown.
''What we lack in experience, we'll
make up for in enthusiasm," Herny
said. ''We've had a lot of pleasant
surprises this spring."
Enthusiasm is great for the dugout,
but it doesn't push runners across the
plate or whiff opposing clean-up hitters. The latter assignment falls on
the shoulders of junior lefty John
Hart, who simply owned most BCL
hitters as Brighton's sophomore No.
3 last season. Hart will be backed by
a pair of sophomores in right-handers
Ruddy Pimentel and Cesar Sanchez.
Brighton's pitching staff will draw on
freshman Jevon Rabstatt, sophomore
Emanuel Cuello and sophomore
Raul Acosta for bullpen help.
The best outfield in the BCL last

B

Brighton High School ~ball coach John Henry (top) has high e~tions for~
team
spring.

um

season returns only one starter in
rifle-armed senior right fielder
Herberto Nova. Rabstatt will inherit
center field from the flashy Elvio
Jimenez, and Cuello takes over left
from his now-graduated older brother, Leudis.
"I don't have any problem starting
that youth out there," Herny said.
''Believe me, our sophomore reserves
are pushing our seniors. They'll
make mistakes, but they'll also make
some plays."
The veterans that can count on a
starting job - at least for now include senior captain and third baseman Angel Mejia and senior catcher
Luis Gonzalez. Senior infielder
Arturo Martinez and senior outfielder
Juan Montesinos will provide valuable depth and a vital presence.
The rest of the Brighton infield
will feature three sophomores.
Usually, that portends plenty of
errors, but Herny is so high on
sophomore sensation Acosta at shortstop that, if the kid delivers, fans
might be saying, ''Varakis who?"
Juan Feliz will be Acosta's double-

play partner at second base, while
Pimentel will play first when he's not
pitching.
Offense is the biggest question
mark for this team with sluggers
Varakis and Kiley gone, but Hart and
Acosta swing steady bats while
Rabstatt, Nova and Gonzalez can
also hit.
Brighton's schedule also works in
the team's favor this spring, although
not from a competition standpoint.
That's because the Bengals must face
1997 tri-champions Latin Academy
and South Boston twice, as well as
BCL heavies Boston English and
Madison Parle The good news is that
the Bengals will play a 21-game regular-season schedule, which means
by the time the postseason rolls
around none of those sophomores
will be green second-year players
anymore. At that point, tournament
opponents had better look out 0
!Jrighton is scheduled to open the
season at home, in Rogers Park, at 3
p.m. April 2. They will play St.
Clement's of Somerville.

SPORTS BRIEFS

Biking across Belgium

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Center & Homer Sts., Newton Ctr.

617-527-2790
Saturday April 4
Palm Sunday April 5

9am to 12 noon - Children's Easter Workshop
10:30 am - Holy Eucharist and
Liturgy of blessing of palm branches
(Sunday School & nursery care avail.)
6:30 pm - simple supper
7:30 pm - Holy Eucharist and Stripping of the Altar
12 noon to 1 pm - Liturgy
7:30 pm - The Way of the Cross
8:00 am and 10:30 am - Festival Eucharist

Maundy Thursday April 9
Good Friday April 10
Easter Sunday April 12

1/3 Off Your Return Fare
From Logan International

With our

"Priority Ticket"

One Coupon Per Ride, Round Trip Fares Only

Our Rates Already 20% Lower Than Newton's

Call RED CAB'S 24-Hour Service

734-5000
For Express Service to Logan
Servicing : Brookline - Allston - Brighton - Newton
Jamaica Plain And The Hospitals
P.O. Box 457 - 111 Boylston St - Brookline 02146
PRIORITY TICKET expires 60 days from date of issue.

Service depends on cab avoifabifity.

www.redcabs.com

Bill Hom of Brighton thrives on
outdoor living, whether it be skiing
down a treacherous mountain slope,
or biking his way across town to
work. His interest in the outdoors
will soon take Hom to Belgium,
where he will bike across the country to raise money for lung cancer.
About a year ago, Hom began riding his bicycle to Harvard Square to
work. Ever since, the challenge to
ride continually further, and his interest in good causes, has driven his
participation in cycling for charity.
"BikeBelgium is my third charity
bike ride," he said. "I don't expect
to stop there; I hope to continue riding for programs that interest me
and help others."
BikeBelgium is one of two annual
bike tours sponsored by the
American Lung Association of
Massachusetts. Participants will ride
from Brugges to Hans-Sur-Lesse a distance of 260 miles - and raise
a minimum of $3,000 for lung
research.

Northeastern seeks
scholarship applicants
Northeastern University is accepting
applications for its annual AllstonBrighton Neighborhood
Scholarship.
The winner will receive a scholarship that covers one year's tuition. It
is open to all Allston-Brighton residents who are incoming freshmen
next fall or are students who are

Ahome-grown all-star

Brighton's Cristin Van Heest of Newton Country Day School recently was named a
second-team all-star in the Eastern Independent School League. Van Heest is a
sophomore who plays wing at the all-girls school

already enrolled at the university.
Applicants will be evaluated on academic merit, financial need and concern for community affairs.
Prospective students should send
their application to Jack Grinold.

Athletic Department, Northeastern
University, 3(J() Huntington Ave.
Boston, MA 02115.
- Compiled by TAB
Correspondent David Marquez
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It's new. It's a must visit.
And it is the most powerful and effective tool for those
looking to buy, sell or rent in Eastem Massachusetts.

www.townonline.com/realestate
You'll find all the elements from your local paper.
Plus ...
Comprehensive real estate listings, real estate market articles,
mortgage rates, community profiles, online financing calculators,
and expert advice on mortgage, legal
and remodeling questions.

Tell us what you want and we
will automatically send you
an email of upcoming
open houses or property
matching your needs!
Miriam Gas and Susan Kyemba are directors of the Somali Women and Children's Association, a nonprofit organization that helps
Somali women adjust to life in the United States. The group is an example of the growing number of Boston organiz.ations that help
immigrant women assimilate into their new culture.

/.:'

New era for immigrant women
Changing times lead
to improved services
for newcomers
By Melissa Da Ponte
TAB Staff Writer
iriam Gas, a native of
Somalia, never expected
to head up a nonprofit
organization when she first began
inviting women to her Allston apartment eight years ago.
At that time, she wanted to form a
small-scale support group for
women suffering from trauma
brought on by her nation's civil war.
Far from their extended families, the
women came together to share
wartime horror stories that often
included rape and the loss of their
children or husbands to hunger or
violence.
But before long, Gas began escorting women to doctors and interpreting for them. Along with a small
corps of volunteers, she helped
mothers decipher utility bills and
showed them where to find job training and better housing. She counseled Somali teens about abstinence
and safe sex, and arranged weekend
English classes that taught immigrants how to buy groceries and go
to a doctor. The only funding the
informal group had to speak of was
the money Gas put out to keep her
home stocked with coffee and cookies for the refugees who kept streaming in.
But last August, the Somali
Women and Children's Association
gained nonprofit status. The designation helped the organization get
donated office space in a South End
health center and $26,000 in combined funding from the Boston
Women's Fund and the Department
of Public Health. With the money,
the group hired a part-time outreach
worker as well as a staff person to
work on fund-raising and project
development.
"In Somalia, women stay home,
so they don't get to go out and speak
to [counselors or other professionals], because those people are always
men," said Gas. 'That's why they
arc comfortable to come here,
because we are all women. And now
the men call us too, because they
know we've helped their wives."
The development of the SWCA

M

follows a common pattern in Boston
today, according to Caimen Chan of
the Boston Women's Fund. Her
organization is witnessing an emergence of grassroots immigrant
women's groups that stems from a
dearth of services and information.
Experts say a number of factors
contribute to this growth, including
cutbacks in government benefits and
services to immigrants; heightened
competition for private funds among
all types of organizations due to
pared-down public funding for social
services; an increase in anti-immi-

"Many mainstream
foundations don't see
as worthwhile the
work done by women,
especially women
of color."
Pat Maher, executive director of
the Haymarket People's Fund

grant sentiment; and the fact that
many of today's newest arrivals are
fleeing political persecution, not betting on the American dream.
"Because of all this, people find
strength sticking together," said
Chan. "It has pushed them to ask for
health care and a lot of basic things.
That's what's prompted it. They've
found that if you don't speak up, you
won't get it."
In the past year, the Boston
Women's Fund, which provides
grants to organizations serving
women, has heard from a slew of
groups focused on or led by immigrant women. These include
Vietnamese and Haitian groups in
Dorchester; a program for battered
Asian women based in Boston; two
Somali groups; and a Lowell organization focused on the needs of
Southeast Asians, particularly
Cambodians.
"Immigrant women start groups to
create an environment that people
will feel comfortable in," Chan said.
"Once they get people to come, they
use innovative ways to get the information out there to people."
Somali refugees began entering

the U.S. in large numbers in 1990
and since then, about 6,000 to 7,000
Somalis have settled in Greater
Boston. Records show that 160
Somalis entered the U.S. via Boston
during the past six months, according to Susan Kyemba, who was
hired by the SWCA to do fund-raising and development.
Chan pointed out that many of the
issues that bring the women together
are not specifically about women.
Rather, they are about basic human
needs: health care, education and
parenting responsibilities.
But sometimes women's health
issues are what get the groups going.
Kyemba said the first thing many
immigrant women need to do is get
over the barriers to seeking health
care for themselves and their children - and language and payment
issues may be just two of them. In
many other countries, women seek
health care for only very serious
conditions, while regular check-ups
are uncommon, she said.
And many Somali women have
another concern that often prevents
them from seeking medical care. A
procedure known as female circumcision, also called female genital
mutilation, is a common practice in
several African nations. The procedure - which is considered an
effective way to tame the libidos of
daughters and ensure the fidelity of
wives - removes some or all of the
external genitalia of girls in a ritual
celebrated as a rite of passage. Many
women experience years of severe
medical complications as a result.
But even the women who have
physically healed are frequently met
with outrage during routine exams
with American doctors, Kyemba
said. The SWCA is now developing
health-care training for doctors who
treat women who have undergone
the procedure.
"The women now are met with
shock," she said. 'The doctors say,
'How could you do this? What am I
supposed to do now?' And they call
other doctors over and say, 'Hey,
folks, come and see this.' Training is
important for the providers because
the whole experience can affect the
way the woman perceives health
care.'"
And though the practice is illegal
in the U.S., many parents who have
emigrated still struggle with whether
IMMIGRANT, page 23
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RETURNS

Business and Persn11al
Professionally Prepared at

WINNICK, GOLDSTEIN & DORFMAN, CPAs
1622A Beacon St. (Washington Sq.)• Brookline, MA 02146

61-7 -739.0077

-

"You and Your Business Deserve the Very Best"

•
flDD

BRUCE H. COHEN

Business Services

203 Arlington Street, Suite #3
Watertown, MA 02172

Attorney at Law
Certified Public Accountanc
Masters Degree in Taxation

TAX RETURN PREPARATION
LOW RATES

$5.00 Off with this ad Ask about our Referral Discount
Bookkeeping, Computerized Accounting Systems
Authorized QuickBooks Pro Professional Advisor

Tel+ Voice mail (617) 926-7800
Toll Free 1-800-395-6107
Ask for ''AL"

•

1811 Center Street
West Roxbury, MA 0213 2
617-327-5900
781-784-0919 (Sharon Office)

TAX TIME Too

In-Home Service Available

STRESSFUL?

Tax. professional with 15 years experience preparing individ..
ual~ partnership~ and corporation tax returns will provide hi~
quality personal advice at .reasonable rates. Let me make tax

time less taxing~
MITCHELL

L. BARDEN

Melvin J. Dorfman
Certified Public Accountant
• Income Tax Preparation for
businesses and individuals.

(617) 325-0900

325-3338
ROBERT M.
STAFFORD, CPA
Accounting • Taxes

(617) 254·8360

(New Customers Only)

Call today to advertise in our Tax Guide

1-800-624-7355
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Birmingham preserves neighborhood clout
ANALYSIS, from page 1
as child care and quality education."
Had Tolman or Birmingham decided to run, they would have had the
financial support and name recognition to put them head-and-shoulders

"One thing about
campaigns is that you
have to do everything
and you have to do it
simultaneously. I need
to build up my
organization and put
together a strong
campaign."
Susan Tracy, candidate for Congress

above the pack of other candidates.
Instead, the field is open to a candidate such as Tracy, a former state representative, who grew up in Brighton.
She is the only local candidate in a
crowded 8th District field.
"Clearly Birmingham is someone
who I believe stands for the same
issues that I do," said Tracy, who
has a strong local base of support.
"Having one less person in the race
I think helps me some."
Tracy's campaign appears to have
as much strength as the other congressional hopefuls - City
Councilors Thomas Keane and
Charles Yancey, former state Rep.
Marjorie Clapprood, former House
Majority Leader Richard Yoke, former Sen. George Bachrach,
Somerville Mayor Michael Capuano,
and Cambridge businessman Johll
O'Connor. Each candidate has a distinct local and ideological niche, but
no candidate is a distinct front-runner.
With a late start to the campaign -

Senate President Thomas Birmingham will run for re-election. Birmingham bad been pondering a run for

the primaries are in September and
the final election is in November each candidate will have to do considerable work in the coming weeks
to distinguish themselves, Tracy said.
"We all started at the same place.
It's an even playing field so far," she

said. "One thing about campaigns is
that you have to do everything and
you have to do it simultaneously. I
need to build up my organization
and put together a strong campaign."
Allston-Brighton will clearly give
Tracy a strong base. As a state rep-

Co~.

resentative, she distinguished herself
as an advocate for victims of sexual
harassment in the workplace and for
her work on behalf of the homeless.
The next few weeks will determine who the strongest contenders
for the seat are. Although it is

District 14 crime on the decline
CRIME, from page 1
beefed-up manpower, increased
technological resources and the
aggressive enforcement of drug
laws. District 14 Police Capt.
William Evans added that community involvement, including drug
tips and crime watch efforts, have
also helped police know where to
place their units most strategically.
"People have really been telling
us what's going on, and we've been
on top of it," Evans said. "We've
been listening."
Daley attributes the drop in theft
to the regular assignment of undercover police officers to high-crime
areas. Officers from the "anti-crime
unit" receive daily reports of crime
incidents and hang around the areas
that appear to be targeted by robbers
of homes, cars and pedestrians.
"This isn't something new, but
it's always been a question of
manpower," Daley said. "We've
been able to have these units out
there steadily for about a y~ar.
We've used them on and off in the
past, but it seems like we're starting to have enough officers to keep
them on."
Evans said that beginning in
December 1997, the district added a

second undercover car per day to
cruise the neighborhoods, after it
became clear that thieves were targeting homes and cars while residents were in school or working.
"We've redeployed some of our
people, having them go out in the
daytime now," he said. "By listening to people, we've found that the
majority of crimes in this district
happen during the day."
And it is likely that waves of drug
crackdowns have indirectly brought
down other types of crimes as well,
said Evans. An anonymous drug tip
hotline was set up at District 14 last
fall when Det. Sgt. Joe Driscoll, in
charge of the drug unit, got started.
Driscoll is known to be among the
best in his field, Evans said.
"Our drug arrests have increased
dramatically since he's come on,"
said Evans. "And drug addicts are
out there stealing anything they can
get their hands on in order to buy
more drugs."
Daley also pointed to Driscoll's
efforts in helping bring crime down
in Allston-Brighton.
"He has made a tremendous number of drug-related arrests and executed numerous search warrants,"
said Daley. "And whenever you

have aggressive enforcement of
drug laws, you tend to see a
decrease in all types of crime."
Technology has also played a role
in catching thieves. Within hours,
police are able now to pick up patterns: in particular neighborhoods,
types of victims or methods of operation. The anti-crime unit is quickly
informed of these patterns and can
work more strategically to prevent
future incidents.
And even after a crime has
occurred, police can now electronically match fingerprints from the
scene, rather than poring over books
manually to match by sight. From
there, they can execute a search
warrant Even if police don't find
the wanted person at home or at a
favorite hang-out, he or she may
learn of the warrant in other ways,
said Daley.
"Nowadays you can't even get
your license renewed if you've got
an outstanding warrant," he said.
"Everything's linked. There are so
many ways a computer can catch
you."
According to the report, hornicides remained steady at one per
year, and aggravated assaults
increased by 45, from 211 to 256.

The increase in aggravated assault
statistics is a troubling one for
District 14 police, Daley said. The
increase can be attributed, in part, to
a heightened awareness of domestic
violence. Women, who in the past
have not reported incidents, are
coming forward to police and are
pressing charges.
In the future, Evans, who joined
District 14 last fall, said he would
like to see the district's gang problem nipped in the bud. Last week
he went to speak with at-risk
youths in local schools, trying to
take a preventative approach to the
problem. He is also looking for
ways to get local universities to
keep their own students in check
so that police can be available to
deal with crime in the broader
community.
"I think we could be better using
our resources than we are now chasing college kids around who
are acting up off campus," said
Evans. "I'm hoping universities
can eventually deal with their own
problems, because I hate to see
them tying up our manpower running around chasing parties when
they should be dealing with more
serious things." 0

unclear whether Tracy will be able
to stake her claim, Birmingham's
decision opens the door for her to
succeed Kennedy as Allston and
Brighton's voice in Washington. 0
Includes reporting by State House
News Service.

Reported crime in District 14:
1996 vs. 1997
Hnmicide
1997

change

1

0

1997
16

change

1997

change

79

-44

Aggravated assaull
1997
1996
211
256

change

1996
1

Rape
1996
is

-10

Robbery

1996
123

45

Burglary

1996

1997
500

change

1997
1.470

change

1996

1997

change

777

569

·208

592

-92

Larceny

1996

1,740

-270

Vehicle UteH

Total crime
1996 1997 change percentage

change
·579

-17%

City of Boston total crime
percentage change

-15%

3,470

2,691

SOURCE: BOSTON POLICE

CHART BY SAM CALOMO JR.
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Library design
phase begins
Burgess, an Allston resident who
works at St. Anthony's School and
Parish; Paul Berkeley, president of
the Allston Civic Association; and
Ellin Murphy, who is an Allston
resident and a teacher at the
Thomas Gardner School in Allston.
By Linda Rosencrance
TAB Staff Writer
The architect is Michado & Silvetti
new chapter in the saga
Associates, Inc. from Boston.
of the Allston branch of
Some of the items Boston Public
the Boston Public
Library officials would like includLibrary has begun.
ed in the new library are: a chilOn March 4, members of the
dren's section containing 50,000
Library Advisory Committee met
books; an adult/young adult section
with the project's architects to diswith 32,500 books; 15 displayed
cuss what they think the new
newspapers with storage for back
library should look like - inside
issues; 70 displayed magazines
with storage for back issues; and
and out.
"At the meeting we talked about
shelves for 500 new books.
programs we would like to see, as
In addition, the officials would
like the library to have a lecture hall
well as about the architectural
design of the building," said Worth with 100 chairs and four 5-footDouglas, the BPL's assistant super- long folding tables; a moveable
raised platform, a moveable puppet
intendent of neighborhood library
services. "We gave our recommentheater, a built-in projection screen
dations, but we made it clear that
and projection room; and a mobile
they are only recommendations.
TVNCR. The lecture hall would be
The architects will do an initial
wired for cable and the IIltemet.
Last month Menino announced
design, which they will then bring
back to the community."
to community and political leaders
On April 4, the advisory commit- that construction on the facility will
begin in the spring of 1999 - the
tee plans to visit several suburban
libraries, including Arlington,
library is scheduled to open in the
Waltham and Winchester, to see
spring of 2000 - on property
how library services are provided in donated by Harvard University. In
those communities, Douglas said.
exchange for the land at 308 North
The members of the committee,
Harvard St. land, the city will give
Harvard University the title to
who were appointed by Mayor
Thomas Menino, are: former
Dedham Parish Road, a street next
Allston-Brighton City Councilor
to the former Sears site, which is at
Brian McLaughlin; Nancy Grilk, an the corner of Windom and Almy
aide to Allston-Brighton City
streets in Allston. The Sears site is
Councilor Brian Honan; Lillian
owned by Harvard. 0

FREE
TIDY-UP®

Advisory Committee
meets with architects
for initial planning

CARPET
SWEEPER

FACTORY TUNE-UP SPECIAL

'-°'$1999

· New Belt & Dust Bag
• Check Seals & Gaskets
otl
• Polish Armature
• Clean Motor Brushes & Bearings
• Check Electrical System
•·c "
"·1 s1 , 2: .,,,
• Clean Lubricate Brush Roller

Right now, buy an Oreck Upright and
receive your companion Compact
canister and Ttdy Up•Carpet Sweeper
for one great price. Three great Oreck
vacuums for the price of one.
The Oreck XL. Unlike a lot of
vacuums, they'll still be cleaning up
after many years to come.
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The Oreck XL Hypo-Allergenic
Bib. Hotel Uoright
.

1
I
Filters 99.7% of brealhable air particles down to 0.1 microns. I
Features a state-o.f-the-art roller which rotates at over 6,500 I
times per minute, picking up dust mites, pet hair, pollen, lint
and fine sand, all In one sweep.
MADE IN USA

l
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NEWTON LOCATION
2098 Commonwealth Ave, Newton
(Next To Dunkin' Donuts)

(617) 558-9777
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For checking values,

checK out
You don't have to leave the neighborhood to find great checking
values. They're right here at Peoples Federal Savin~ Bank.

By Linda Rosencrance
TAB Staff Writer
Jans by Boston University to
construct student housing at
the site of the former
Commonwealth Armory are moving
forward, and a decision is expected
within the next three weeks regarding its future, according to state and
university officials.
The 819-bed development is
scheduled to open in August 2000
and cost $63 million. It fulfills an
eight-year-old commitment the university made to neighbors to house
75 percent of students on its own
campus. According to BU's Master
Plan, which outlines the university's
five- to-10-year development plans,
BU will provide 9,300 beds in the
year 2000. At that time, there will be
more than 12,300 students attending
the university.
At a recent meeting of the Project
Advisory Committee - which
comprises university and city officials, as well as Boston and
Brookline community members officials said that anyone who wants
to comment on the project can do so
by submitting written remarks to the
Boston Redevelopment Authority by
April 13. The BRA Board of
Directors is scheduled to vote on the
project on April 30.

Write all the checks you want
each month for just $3.

Those 62 or more can have absolutely
free checking at Peoples.

Tired of wonying about the
minimum balance in your account?
Heres the answer.
Keep just $100 in your account
and enjoy no fee checking
while you earn interest on
your checking account balance.
Looking to avoid "foreign" ATM fees?
Its easy. just keep $1000 or more in
any combination of Peoples checking
and savings accounts.

Peoples

Convenience
Services
•
•
•
•
•

PeoplesCash Card
Telephone Banking
Overdraft Protection
Bank by Mail
Safe Deposit Boxes
Member FDIC

Peo1>les
Federal Savings Bank
Allston 229 North Harvard Street
Brighton 435 Market Street
West Roxbury 1905 Centre Street

254-0707

I
I
I
I
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Armory plans
move ahead
P

·,: 0 •

COME IN FOR AFREE DEMONSTRATION,

Have your paycheck or other recurring
payment automatically deposited to
your account and pay no monthly fees.

The three-building dormitory project will be situated at 28 Buick St.,
on the northeasterly side of the 10.2
armory site. The tallest of the three
dormitory buildings will be 18 stories, or 230 feet, high. Because the
location and sire of the three buildings has changed since it was first
proposed in 1990, the university
submitted an amendment to the project's plan to the Boston
Redevelopment Authority, the city's
planning agency.
The housing project, however, is
not the only large-scale development
BU is proposing. Boston University
is also looking to build a science
center over the Massachusetts
Turnpike extension.
According to a Jan. 7 letter to the
Massachusetts Turnpike Authority
from BU Executive Vice President
Joseph Mercurio, the university is
interested in leasing development
rights for nine parcels over the
Turnpike. In order to secure those
rights, BU will have to pay the
Turnpike $200,000.
Developing the air rights over the
Turnpike would allow the university
to connect two parts of its campus
that are now separated by the toll
road, according to James Kerasiotes,
chairman of the M~husetts
Turnpike Authority. Q

~
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD
HEALTH

SEND US YOUR

..... FAMILY MEMBER LOSS SUPPORT GROUP.
Joseph M. Smith Community Health Center, 287
Western Ave., Allston. Designed to help adults ages
25-50 who are struggling to deal with emotions
around the loss of a family member or loved one
through death or other circumstances. Call: Dawn
Patterson, 783-0500, ext. 267.
..... ALLIANCE FOR THE MENTALLY ILL. St.
Elizabeth's Medical Center, 736 Cambridge St.,
Brighton. Educational/administrative meetings are
held on the 2nd Monday of each month from 6-7:30
p.m. Family support groups are held on the 3rd
Monday of each month from 6-7:30 p.m., led by
Barbara Courtney. Consumer support groups for individuals living wtth a brain illness are held on the 4th
Monday of each month from 6-7:30 p.m., led by Jane
Kwalick. Call: Ben Adams, 783-1722.
..... FREE HEALTH PROGRAMS FOR THE ELDERLY
are offered by the Ctty of Boston's Commission on
Affairs of the Elderly, including free screenings and
education programs for residents age 60 and older.
Call: 635-4366.

CLASSES
..... LIFEGUARD TRAINING COURSE. Simmons
College, 331 Brookline Ave., Bos. Saturdays, Through
4/'l5: Learn to prevent injuries and respond to emergencies. $149. Call: 375-0700, ext. 221 .
..... ALLSTON/BRIGHTON FAMILY YMCA offers the
following classes: Thursdays, 7-9 p.m. Drawing
classes for adults using pencil and charcoal. $75.
Mondays & Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.; prenatal aerobics, Saturdays, 5:30 p.m.; ballroom dancing;
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:30 p.m. karate. A variety
of other classes also available. Call: 782-3535.
..... ALLSTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 41 Quint
St., Allston. Ongoing: Preschool playgroup is a childcare group where parents take turns caring for children that meets on Thursdays from 10 a.m.-noon.
Drop-ins and vouchers for babysitting exchanges also
available. Call: 783-8834, ext. 2222.
..... DROP-IN PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUPS. 470
Washington St., Brighton. Ongoing: Sponsored by
the Allston-Brighton Action Network. Call: Randi, 7838834, ext. 222.
..... DOG TRAINING CLASS. Harvest Food, 449
Cambridge St., Allston. Evening classes forming for
beginners in dog obedience. Call: 789-3647.
..... MIKE BOTTICELLI'S FUNDAMENTALS SKATING
CLASS is for competitive skaters and all levels.
Classes are on Saturdays, 6:30 p.m. and Sundays, 5

CALENDAR ITEMS!
The AUston-Brighton TAB welcomes
your calendar items and press releases. Please send your material to editor
Lisa Reardon, The Allston-Brighton

TAB, P.O. Box 9112, Needham, MA
02192. You may fax the information to
(617) 433.-8203.
p.m. Call: 899-1796.
..... USE DRAMA TO UNDERSTAND RELIGIOUS
EXPERIENCES. Allston Congregational Church offers
this workshop which includes an introduction to acting, improvisation and theater games. No acting
experience required. Free. Call: David Rozewski, 3255531 .
..... LEARN TO SKATE AT MDC RINKS. Cleveland
Circle and Brighton/Newton MDC Rinks. Ongoing:
Group lessons for children and adults, all levels, use
figure or hockey skates. Afternoon, evening and
weekend classes. 7-week series $75/child. Call: 781890-8480.
..... FREE COMPUTER AND OFFICE SKILLS TRAINING. 119 Beach St., Brighton. Ongoing: Operation
A.B.L.E. (Ability Based on Long Experience) offers
training to mature workers 55 years or older who
meet certain guidelines. Open houses on Friday. Call:
542-4180.
..... STUDY, MEDITATION, VIDEOS WITH ADI DA
SAMRA.I. 1 Foster St., Brighton. Ongoing: Every 3rd
Thursday from 7:30-9:30 p.m. Call: 254-8271.
..... SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES. Allston
Congregational Church, 41 Quint Ave., Allston.
Ongoing: The Church offers Sunday school for children ages 3-10. Call: 617-254-2920 .
..... FREE ESL CLASSES offered at Boston College
Neighborhood Center, 425 Washington St., Brighton.
Morning, afternoon, evening and weekend classes
available. Call: 552-0445.

EVENTS
..... ELIAS FINE ART. 120 Braintree St., Allston.
Through 4/30: Richard Artschwager: Ambiguous
Objects 1969-1996, on display. Call: 783-1888.
..... HARVEST CO-OPERATIVE SUPERMARKET. 449
Cambridge St., Allston. Ongoing: Book discussion
groups. All are welcome, especially new members.
Call: Hannah, 248-2430 or 876-3657. Thursdays:
Free movies in the Allston community room.

~4,1()~
THE BEST SEAFOOD RESTAURANT IN TOWN
SERVING BROOKLINE FOR 20 YEARS

SPECIALS
Salmon Stir Fry
Baked Stuffed Shrimp
Swordfish

$10.95
$12.95
$12.95

Luncheon Specials
Served Mon.-Sat., 11-4
Broiled Schrod
Br. Smelts
Mackerel

$

5 35
•

Fr. Schrod
Fr. Smelts
Fr. Sole

356 Harvard Street, Brookline, MA • 566-5590

Ongoing: Free herbal class education with Mary Pat
Palmer in the Native American tradition. Call: 5245377. Ongoing: Yoga classes taught by veteran
instructor Loretta Levitz. Call: 787-1416.

VOLUNTEERS
..... AMERICORPS POSITIONS OPEN for
Massachusetts residents age K-25 to engage in yearlong service in Allston-Brighton in the areas of public
safety, education, the environment and human needs.
Call: 542-2544, ext. 233.
..... MASSACHUSETTS EYE AND EAR INFIRMARY
seeks volunteers to assist patient family members in
the waiting room and to work in the gift shop. Must
be at least 16 years of age. Meal vouchers and validated parking available. Call: Ruth Doyle, 573-3163.
..... AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY. Volunteers needed to provide information to patients and families in
the community and to provide ongoing support and
guidance. Also in need of volunteers to drive local
cancer patients to and from treatment appointments.
Call: 437-1900, ext. 227.
..... CARS FOR KIDS. Donations of unwanted cars
and vehicles wanted. Proceeds benefit Boys & Girls
Clubs. Call: 1-800-246-0493..
..... MAKE A DIFFERENCE. Help by tutoring/mentoring immigrants and refugees in the Boston area to
improve their English skills and prepare them for
work. Call One With One for training sessions and
information meetings. Call: 254-1691 .
..... MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATION FOR THE
BLIND. Volunteers needed to read or shop with a
visually impaired neighbor. No more than two or
three hours a week are needed, and times are very
flexible. Call: Donna, 732-0244.
..... SOUTHWEST BOSTON SENIOR SERVICES, INC.
Seeking volunteers to visit and help frail, isolated
elders. Time commitment of two-four hours per
month. Call: Grace, 522-6700, ext.323.
..... THE YWCA BOSTON. Volunteer positions available in child care, teen programs and special events.
Call: Eileen Smart, 351-7642
..... VICTORY PROGRAMS, INC. Seeking volunteers
to be a Buddy to someone living with HIV/AIDS and
in recovery from addiction to drugs and alcohol. Call:
357-8182.
..... VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS. Perkins School for the Blind needs volunteers interested in working with infants and toddlers
who are blind, visually handicapped, deaf-blind or
multi-handicapped. Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Call: Mike, 972-7224.

New era for
immigrants
IMMIGRANT, from page 21
to carry out the traditional ritual with their
own daughters. Kyemba and Gas counsel
women against the practice and explain the
laws prohibiting it
"Once you start a group like that, people
come for everything," said Chan. "It's about
helping someone in a strange land. The key is
to raise awareness in a cultural context."
Like other organizations, the Haymarket
People's Fund has seen increased activity by
immigrant women's groups, said Pat Maher,
the group's executive director. But while
many grassroots leaders may intuitively
understand how to organize, they are less
likely to be proficient in raising money, she
said.
For this reason, the Haymarket People's
Fund and the Boston Women's Fund have
joined forces to create the Women of Color
Fundraising Institute, a year-long program
that works with 18 women, representmg nine
organizations, on topics such as grant writing,
computer literacy, economic development
and direct-mail strategies.
''These groups need to know how to raise
money if they are to sustain themselves,"
Chan said. "Many of them don't have nonprofit status, and many are unable to get
money from other foundations because they
don't already have a track record."
Maher said groups for immigrant women
also have to overcome societal stereotypes .
"Many mainstream foundations don't see
as worthwhile the work done by women,
especially women of color," she said.
In the future, Gas expects to see more collaboration with other women's groups and
immigrants' groups, since most are concerned
with the same basic problems. Already, the
SWCA is talking about creating a conference
to help train other African leaders about
issues affecting their constituents.
"We' re coming to a point of trying to link
groups and share information and resources,"
she said. "We don't feel like we need to focus
only on our own community." LJ

Because our nline
database of j b istings
puts you one step
closer to gi ing our
current projects to the
jerk down the hall.
www•townonline•com/working

NOTICE OF
NONDISCRIMINATORY
POLICY AS TO STUDENTS
The Computer Academy admits
students of any race, color. national and
ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges,
programs, and activities generally accorded or
made available to students at the school. It does
not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national, or ethnic origin in administration of its
admission
policies,
educational
policies,
scholarships and loan programs, and athletic and
other school-administrated programs.

Computer Academy, Inc.
1505 Commonwealth Ave. 2nd Floor
Brighton, MA 02135
(617) 783-8855

Let working work for You

WORKING
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d\llstoo "'\)1llA9e Jiuffet
Chinese RcstauTant

All-You-Can-Eat

Express Lunch Seafood Buffet $7.95
Dinner Seafood Buffet $11.65
40 Items and More
7 days a Week

MARQUIS
REAL ESTATE

·~Better
I

I

Wiii HQW£~~

Nobody Knows
Homes Better™
..........-:=ittmi1'..

Including clam, crab, shrimp, fish, mussels, seaweed
PHONE (617) 562-8888
90-92 Harvard Ave., Allston

384 WASH·J:\GTO\

Store Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 11:30-10:30, Fri-Sat 11:30-11, Sun 12-10
www.foodfortakeout.corn
Party of 4 or more 10% OFF Mon-Thu.

schOol

AND

directory

Jenni H:muon, General Director
David Budgcll, Artistic Director

Performances March 6-15

Tbe Elllperor's Ne111 Clothes (sign up! Begins 3/30)

Now enrolling for
Session II, July 24 August 21

HOISllACK RIDING CAMP

Offering a balanced program of sports, arts/ crafts,
nature/campcraft, music, drama. Non-competivive
approach. Heated outdoor pools. Established 1950.
ACA Accredited.

Sinntner Opera Aru
(M-F 8:00-3:30)
June 22-July 3
H&JUCI ll.lld Gtttd
July 6-17
The Pied Piper
July 20-31
Slecpi.ag Beauty
August 3-14 Aunt Betty (A Ncwfuundland aimtdy)
Sing, Act, Make Seu and Dance!
A(p 7-14. No auditions. Lou of fun! Held in Bdmont
Sing with us or Come llCC a show! Call: 617~:z&.0063

It's a great place to spend the summer.

COUNSILOR·IN·
TRAINING

Call 781-647-0546 for camper registration material.

0

Meadowbrook Day Camp, 10 Farm Road, Weston, MA 02193

Ages 14 & 15.

Ca01p Thoreau
P.O. Box 536, CONCORD •

978-369-4095

email: camp@thoreau.com

Fax-On-Demand Document# 5001

Stephen Locker

Soccer Camps
at HARVARD

Cedar Grove
Children's Place, Inc.

BASKETBALL

Quality Children's Programs
With A Difference
Toddler and Preschool
7:30 am - 5:45 pm

Regis College
of Weston

65 Rockwood Street
Moss Hill
Jamaica Plain 02130

522-8947

®

CAMP
"·-..ivJ,.,...

1\,e
:J:i1• alllliri...

1' I' •

Aug 3-7, Aug 17-21
Boys and Girls Ages 9-15

Meadowbrook School
of Weston
June 22-26 & Aug 24-28

July 29 - August 21, 1998
•Ages 2.9 years 6th grade
• Part Time & Full Time
Programs
• Extended Care
Available am & pm
• Swimming, Arts, Field
Exploration, Sports,
Theatre Trips, Tutoring
Independent School, Preschool-8
Rte. 137, Brewster (508) 8964934 •Fax (508) 896-4082

Bays and Girls ages 7-11

A New Beginning ~~
for Weight Loss ~"c.~ 0"r

July 20·24 • July 27·31

Featured on 20/20, CN#, 48 Hrs., ond the Maury l'ovldi

At Lasell College in Newton
THE INTERNET fi'I WEB BROADCASTING ~ COMPUTER ART AND GRAPHICS
UILD AND REPAIR A. PC fi'I PROGRAMMING LANGUAGES fill NETWORKING fill
WINDOWS 95 fi'I RADIO CONTROLLED CA.RS !ill DIGIT.AL PHOTOGRAPHY~
MA.TION ~ ROCKETRY riil IMA.GE PROCESSING fi'I RECREATION, SPORTS
ACTIVITIES, TENNIS LESSONS A.ND MORE I

1·

Summer at 111e Laurel Schools

Call Michael at (978) 461 -0865

for Boys

For more information &
a brochure lease call

----e::---=:::.:::. -·

IG.f Artb.r

day camp

Half day program for 3-1 /2
and 4 year olds.

782-1234

Children's () xTa

meadowbrook
CAMP 101

CALL

i\lA 02135

BC )STC )N

the~

For those entering grade 2
and up.
Limited Availability.

BRIGllTO\,

ST.

(' a I I

I - 8 8 8 - 2 C 0 :\I P E D

< 0111p11tl·r-Fd <·amp,. Tradt· ( "t·11tl'r Park. I 00
(;~no.\\

S~ I\ a11 Rd.
oh urn. \I.\. O180 I l'lllail: ca111p ·a rnm1rnll'H'tl.rn111

Show! Endorwd by Tony Uttle, Americas Personal Train«
Kids fr011 7 t• 17 '"'9 liow te fHI liotter, Ive

I I

liHltWtr, kn •or• fnl Fun, friend-filled activities!
Crafts, beouty clinics, spom, advtnlvres, ¥ideo games, g
limm and nutrition dasses, dandng, theGtre1 m~. ~
and !oh lllOrt iR W. Moss. lerli1hires. Our aeaemialtd _
cauaselors understOlld kids' niaht orobltms be<ause ~
they lived thr1111gh them! YW.:\.ONG FOUOW-UP l'llOGWI.

cihi' KID6SffiODT
(800) a5• 1311
CAll FOR VIOfO

ANO BNOCHURE'

-.-

Fax-On-Demand Document # 5012
• Rock CCim5ing
• Backpacking
• Whitewater Rafting
• Sea Kayaking
• Otha Exciting
Programs

• Ages 10-12 Two Weeks of Day Trips
•Ages 12-14 One Week of Day Camp
and 1 Week of Wilderness
Overnight Camp

.S At

• Ages 13-15 Two Weeks of Wilderness
Overnight Camp

Located at Chapel Hill-Chauncy Hall School
Lexington and Beaver St., Waltham

b(teie

(617) 527-4445

Innovative Programs Led by College Coaches

FUN, friends, challenges, learning

through discovery, and outdoor
adventures fill your days and nights.

LEADERSHIP
ADVEnTURE

an Bosron ·

A vniQUe summer

program tor girls
ages 11-16

0 P EN

All activities support growth,
team-building, self-esteem, leadership and success. Discover your
potential at Leadershlp Adventure.
Contact: Karen Kirkpatrick,
Pine Manor College, 400 Heath St.,
Chestnut Hill, MA 02167
Phone: 617-731·7&20
E-mail: leadcamJMPpmc.eda
Web Site: www.pmc.edu

H0

U S E

Sunday, April 5

·~

1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Trim Dining Hall
Refreshments provided

Call (781) 239-5727 for Information

Ice Hockey
Basketball
Baseball
Soccer
Field Hockey
Boys and Girls, Ages 7-17

Camp on the Hill
Boys and Girls, Ages 5-10

~
~

BABSON
COLLEGE

