




































Brett 
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depends on state aid, Brett said it is essential to have a mayor who 
knows how the Statehouse works. "We've had a very poor 
working relationship with the state government," he said. "I have 
a very good working relationship with the people in the Legisla­
ture." 

Some of Brett's critics have said his legislativeconnections­
particularly his friendship with Senate President William Bulger, 
who employs the representative's wife-- will make him a politi­
cal puppet of Statehouse leaders. 

But Brett said his ties to state lawmaker.; will not bind him. 
"Jim Brett is an independent person. The Senate president is an 
independent person," he said. 

Megaplex means megadollars, he says 
The representative added that he doesn't al ways agree with the 

Senate president, explaining that Bulger has recently criticized 
proposals to build a South Bay megaplex- an idea Brett says he 
wholeheartedly supports. 

"There are megadollar.; there for Boston coffers," Brett said, 
adding that a megaplex would generate 13,000 permanent jobs as 
well as up to $25 million additional revenue for the city. 

Tourism, Brett said, is a 21st-century market which the city 
must tap in order to survive economically. "If we don't, we'll get 
parochial," he said, adding that his ideas about drawing conven­
tions to Boston won him an endorsement from the city's hotel 
workers union. 

Compromise is another effective way to bring more business 
to Boston, Brett said, using suggested development at Allston 
Landing as an example. "Let's get Conrail out of there, but we'll 
also find them new space," he said. 

But neighborhood vitality is also important, he added, calling 
for additional dialogue between community groups and develop­
ers, especially in situations such as the Boston College stadium 

Lydon 
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approaches, Lydon- who has reported for The Boston Globe and 
The New York Times- said he planned to release statistics which 
would prove that Boston city government spends double the 
average expenditures of other American cities of the same size. 

"We're going to tell some very simple truths about the city. 
Some people will be shocked. Others will say, 'Hey, I knew it all 
along/' Lydon said. "People love the idea of a civilian newcomer 
who's standing in there, asking all their questions." 

Would overhaul City Hall 
Lydon said he would make municipal government more cost­

effective by encouraging private contractors to bid for city jobs­
a practice which he said has worked in other American cities. 

"We have to put a vast array of services out for competitive 
enterprise," he said. "We have to marketize civil service." 

Unneeded bureaucracy must be stripped from the system, 
Lydon added, singling out the School Department as his prime 
example of overstaffing. "The schools are an unconscionable 
monopoly," he said. "We've got into a position where teacher.; 
teach fewer students for more money each year." 

Lydon- who sent his children to the city's public schools­
said if elected, he would redesign the school system to produce 
graduates who would be able to compete in the high-tech market­
places predicted for the 1990s and beyond. 

"The schools have to fertilize the whole regional economy 
with a work force that will make us attractive economically," he 
said. "We have to stop the mentality that Boston kids can't hack it 
in smart new industries." 

Universities and corporations can help revitalize Boston's 
educational system by establishing charter schools with pilot 
programs, Lydon said, adding that he would "invite any enterprise 
with a track record in education." 

Lydon also suggested that universities, as a form of payment in 

expansion. "I don't think a neighborhood should be forced to take 
anything," he said. 

"I honestly think the next mayor needs to be a promoter. He's 
got to promote the city," said Brett, a former salesman for New 

- England Telephone. He added that he would use the mayor's office 
to openly encourage businesses to invest in Boston. 

The chairman of the Legislature's Banks and Banking commit­
tee, Brett stressed his experience in dealing with the city's business 
community. "We need someone who's comfortable in the living 
room and the boardroom," he said. 

Would decentralize police 
Brett said if elected, he would act to decentralize special police 

units currently headquartered on Berkeley Street by placing drug 
enforcement and gang resistance officers in each district station. 
"It's police-based management," Brett said. "My ideas are cre­
ative, they're innovative." 

Decentralized control would also work in the city's schools, 
Brett said, adding that principals should be masters of their 
buildings and have the right to expel students who carry firearms. 

"We' re going to work with the unions and radically change the 
vo-tech system," Brett said, explaining that he would redraft the 
curriculum for high school juniors and senior.; in order to provide 
them with marketable skills. "That way, when they graduate, kids 
will have employment," he said. 

Brett downplayed the reignited controversy over the city's 
School Committee and whether it should be elected or appointed. 
"I voted to keep it elected, but we need to move on," he said. "We 
have to focus more of our energy on kids and kids' issues." 

Just a regular guy, he says 
Brett said he was closer to his constituents than other elected 

officials running for mayor because state representatives only have 
35,000 people in their districts. 

"I honest I y believe I'm a people candidate," Brett said. "That's 
part of my upbringing in Dorchester. You don't usually win on the 
issue. People have to feel good about you." 

lieu of taxes, offer free job retraining to graduates of the Boston 
school system. "This will help people who worry themselves sick 
about being employable in a changing economy," he explained. 

But Boston must not only produce high-tech students- the 
city must also attract high-tech industries, Lydon said. 

"The new jobs in the '90s are all smart jobs. They'll go to the 
regions that will do smart work," he said, explaining that many 
Boston suburbs had already attracted high-tech corporate head­
quarters and research laboratories. "But one of the patterns that I 
saw in this race is that Boston is sort of consigning itself to be a 
backup maid's quarter.; to this incredible region of prosperity." 

Lydon said as mayor, he would actively encourage high-tech 
corporations to establish roots in the Hub. "No one has ever heard 
of Ray Flynn picking up the phone and trying to court a business," 
he said, adding that he would do so. 

Guns "a poison" to the city 
Claiming that Boston spends more on public safety than any 

other American city its size, Lydon said he would act to make city 
streets safer by getting rid of firearms. 

"I'm very squarely on the side that the gun epidemic is a 
horrendous disease, a poison," Lydon said. "There's a pretty 
general feeling out there now that it isn ' t America if innocent 
nine-year-olds get blown away almost routinely." 

Lydon said he would ac--.-----------­
tively encourage the city's ex-
isting handgun buyback pro-
gram, but added he would also 
back the formation of special 
quasimilitary city police 
units-augmented by state and 
federal authorities- specifi-
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