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Resound?ng victory
for McLaughlin

By Scott Rolph firmation” of his six years of work on
the council.

Bracken, meanwhile, highlighted
the positive aspects of her unsuccessful
bid, saying she had done well as a first-
time, female candidate trying to unseat
an incumbent from a body in which a
district councilor has yet to be unseated
since 1983, when district councilors
were first elected.

For McLaughlin, the victory
seemed particularly satisfying. After a
gencral campaign in which Bracken

Incumbent District 9 City Councilor
Brian McLaughlin is headed back to the
council for a fourth terin, after defeating
challenger Judith Bracken by some 1,500
voles, a margin that swprised most observ-
ers.
Unofficial figures yesterday showed
McLaughlin with a4,333 to 2,889 advah-
tage over Bracken, the former‘Mayor's
Office of Neighborhood Services liaison to
Allston-Brighton. Winning some 60 per-
cent of the votes, McLaughlin Tuesday had criticized him severely, he was
night said he received “a resounding af- Continued on page 7
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Bowman wins by 4 to 1 margin

mandefeaied Boone by aratioof 4 10 1.
Bowman's towal volte neared 4,555, with'

By Daniel Hurewitz

Newly re-clected City Councilor Brian McLaughlin celebrates his overwhelming victory
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over challenger Judith Bracken.

Despite the activity and interest
sparked by the school governance ques-
tion, the races for school committee
membership brought few surprises. As
expected, incumbent Allston-Brighton
representative Rosina “Kitty” Bowman
soundly defeated her challenger Jeffer-
son Boone. The three at-large incum-
bents were also re-elected, with new-
comer Stephen Holt filling the at-large
seat vacated by John Nucci.

Unofficial @llies indicated that Bow-

Boonc receiving only 1,146.

Bowman viewed the results as “a
definite mandate and an overwhelming
endorsemcnt of what we’vedone.” “It's
aclcar expression of faithin what we’ve
been doing,” she said, “and I'm very
pleased.”

Tuesday night, Bowman was al-
rcady laying out her agenda for the
coming tcrm. She plans to focus, she
said, on the high school curriculum, the

Continued on page 13

REFERENDA RESULTS
Slim victory for

appointed school
committee

By Daniel Hurewitz

In addition to casting ballots for city council and school
commiltes candidates, Boston voters passed two referen-
dum qucstions on Tuesday: the highly publicized school
governance proposal and the less touted recycling question.
School governarice

A slim margin of voters voted “Yes” to the mayor’s
proposal to change the school commitiee left both sides
claiming victory. ;

The mayor proposed replacing the thirteen-member
clected board with a seven-member, mayorally-appointed
board. According to unofficial results, 50.6% of the voters
favored the propossl, with 49.4% voting against it The
margin of difference was some 670 voics city-wide.

The mayor quickly claimed a decisive victory Tuesday
night. “Fifty-onc to forty-nine is a majority of pcople,” he
said, adding that “the parents won a significant victory here
in Boston.”

Continued on page 7

O'NEIL TOPS TICKET

Confusion over fourth at-large seat

By Daniel Hurewitz

The outcome of the at-large race for city council remains
largely overshadowed by the uncertainty surrounding the
number of votes received by John Nucci and incumbent
Councilor Michael McCormack.

While the top three finishers in the race for the four scats
are known, the identities of the fourth- and fifth-place
finishers remain unknown. Both Nucci and McCormack
were named the fourth place finisher in different unofTicial
totals released by City Hall Tuesday night, and as of press
time, no official count was available.

The first unofficial results Tuesday night showed Nucci
with a 151-vote lead over McCormack. At that time, Nucci
made an acceptance specch and McCormnack offered a
concession speech.

By 11:30, however, two more rounds of unofficial re-
sults were released, and McCormack was being declared
victor. The second report showed McCormack with a 604-
voie lead; the third with 437 votes more than Nucci. The
discepancy, according to City Hall officials, was due 1o a
data-entry errar.

Commenting Wednesday, Nucci said that “like every-

Continued on page 7

By Barton Clark

Monday, the House Ways and Means Committee un-
veiled a $401 million savings plan. The proposal calls for
a combination of cutbacks and non-tax revenues, some to
be unplemented by January 1.

However, another announcement dulled the measure’s
reception and made still more cuts or new revenues nec-
essary.

- The Revenue Advisory Board lowered its estimate of

Shortfall overshadows savings plan

annual stateincome growth to a rate of 0.7%. The original
budget had been drawn up with a 7% figure in mind, and
the new shortfall leaves the state budget over $700 mil-
lion short — $300 million more than the Ways and Means
package can generale.

On Beacoa Hill, legislatorsby and large consider new
taxes politically unfeasible until the public’s faith in the
legislature’s ability to deal responsibly with the fiscal
crisis has been restored. Given the public’s perception of

Continued on page 13
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