Parade Route Changed
Page 3
Presentation ·P roject
Page 5
Grille Clinches
Page 8
vo1.1, Number -40

August 4, 1988

Newstand Price Only 25¢

A Thin Line on
BC Boundary
By Joe Clements

"Given BC's history, I think you
have ,to make the language very tough
Calling efforts to establish a perbecause their credibility is so bad," said
manent boundary for Boston College "a
Galvin. ~·They feel they have a right to do
waste of time," District 19 State Rep.
whatever they want and they don't care
William Galvin walked out of a task force
anything about what the neighborhood
meeting Monday night that had been
thinks-they've proven that time and time
scheduled to discuss the
again."
issue. Galvin was acBut agreement
"Given BC's history,
companied by several
to a lifelong boundary is
task force members, inunlikely, according to
I think you have to
cluding LUCK NeighBoston College Direcmake the language
borhood Association oftor of Community Afficials Marion Alford
fairs Jean McKeigue.
very tough, because
and Steve Costello.
While she insisted that
their credibility is
Most other
the school has no plans
members of the task
· so bad."
to buy or lease property
force remained at the
in the forseeable future
William Galvin and
meeting, but virtually all
that it is willing to
agreed that Boston
negotiate on its own 60College's compromise
day approval position,
agreement-to notify city officials 60 days
McKeigue said the LUCK proposal is too
in advance of leasing or purchasing any
stringent.
··k property-'-was insufficient. LUCK mem"The university does not want its
bers presented a position paper demanding
hands tied forever," she said. "We have
that the school agree it will never buy
constitutional rights that allow us to buy
property on the northern side of Commonand sell property, and to ask us to give those
up is simply not fair."

- Rep.
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We're Back!
We are back. After a two-month hiatus, the Allston-Brighton Journal begins with this issue a more solid
base on which to provide Allston-Brighton the consistent
news and sports coverage that a community as vibrant and
active as ours deserves.
The change came on July 22nd when local businessman Robert Marchione signed an agreement with
Journal founder Thomas Crowley to take over the paper
which Crowley began in June 1987. Plans for this August
4th issue were immediately put into effect, and thelournal
will now resume a weekly schedule, with publication each
and every Thursday.
Upon taking over the publication, Marchione
issued the following statement:
"The Allston-Brighton Journal demonstrated
during the first year that the community strongly needs a
locally based weekly newspaper whose focus is community news, neighborhood concerns and area activities.
With widespread coverage of the issues, outstanding photography, and 'a clean, consistent design, this publication
represented the essence of what a community paper should
be. It maintained objectivity during hotly contested politi-

Continued on page 6
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Zoning Board
.Axes Building
Oak Square residents fighting a proposed twofamily home on Burton Street scored a victory on Tuesday
when the Boston Zoning Board of Appeals voted down the
plan. The board also denied petitioner Alexander
MacKenzie's request to delay a decision until he had a
•
chance to meet with opponents of the project.
"We got whilt we wanted," said Burton Street
resident John Stenson, who mobilized neighbors against the
building slated for the vacant lot at 43-45 Burton Street
"We didn't want to wait any longer to have this thing
decided, and it was nice to see [the board] side in our favor."
MacKenzie's attorney, Robert Keating, asked for
a continuance until his client could meet with residents to
seek support for a one-family home on the 5,975-squarefootlot. Ameeting has been set for August 18th at7:30p.m.
at the Oak Square VFW on Faneuil St. Despite Tuesday's
outcome, Keating said the developer will meet with the
residents as scheduled to lobby for the single-family idea .
."I won't say I'm optimistic, but I would hope the
neighborhood will listen to our proposal and look upon it
kindly," Keating said. "We hope they will be supportive."
But while density was a key reason expressed by
opponents of the building, Stenson said the neighborhood is
also against the plan because they believe MacKenzie may
simply be a front for Pasquale DiCicco, a former resident of
the street who owns the piece of land. While MacKenzie
said he has a purchase-and-sale agreement for the property
if variances are approved, residents say they are skeptical.
According to longtime residents, DiCicco has had
a number of run-ins with the neighborhood and few would
support him in any local endeavor. In 1977, residents
defeated DiCicco's effort to have his two-family home at
39-41 Burton Street rezoned as a three-family.
"If they think thatDiCicco is part of it, and they do,
than no one around here will vote for it," Stenson said.
"That's what it comes down to."

Derek Szabo photo

High Rock Way in Allston.

They'll Do It "The High Rock Way"
When residents of Allston's High Rock Way saw
work crews show up two weeks ago to repave the tiny street
and replace the sidewalks, the rea_ction was anything but
positive. And Tuesday night, following an on-site inspection, city officials agreed at a neighborhood meeting that the
residents' unusual response to street improvements was justified.
That's because the plan to put the standard fourfoot, vertical curb sidewalks on either side would likely
have made the narrow, two-way street virtually unpassable
for automobiles. Public Works Commissioner Joseph
Casazza came to Tuesday's meeting at the Allston Knights
of Columbus to assure the residents that the city will now
place a sidewalk on only one side of the street, and thatit will

Village
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BALLOONS•CRAFfS
618 WASHINGTON STREET
BRIGHTON, MASS. 02135
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(617 254-3523
254-3520

be curved to allow vehicles to park on it and allow more
room for active travel.
"You have to be flexible," Casazza said later,
noting that High Rock Way is only 25-feet-wide and is
further impeded by a rocky ledge and tree that stick out at
one point. 'The standards don't always work."
There was some debate at the meeting as to
whether the vertical curb sidewalk should be put in to
prevent parking on the lone sidewalk, but the majority rule
seemed to indicate that the street was too narrow for that.
City transportation department officials did pledge to put
"No parking to comer" signs at either end of the street
--·
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Academy Video
407 Washington St.
Brighton Center
787-3900
Over 4000 Titles

Patricia A. Murphy
Jeanne M. Gamble

The New

CALL AHEAD FOR FAST SERVICE
254-n85

Boston Metro
Tree
Telephone 789-5696
614 Washington St. Brighton, Ma. 02135

OAK SQ. LIQUORS
610 Washington St.
Brighton, Ma. 02135
617-254- 7344

The New

OAK SQ.
LIQUORS

BROOKS DELI AND VARIETY
• SANDWICHES ANO OROCERIES
• PARTY PlATTERS AND CATERINO

Continued on page 10

610 W:ish1ngton St
Brighton. WvJ 02135
617 254 7344

32 BROOKS STREET

Check Our Low Prices

Peter Therios •Manager

BRIOHTON, MA 02135
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LEHMAN & REEN FUNERAL HOMES

Business Benefits Company
South Shore Park
10 Industrial Rd.
Hingham, Ma. 02043
617-740-2410

Quality Employee Benefits Packages for the
Small Business
'

33J. WASHINGTON ST.
BRIGHTON. MA 02135

Gerald W. Lehman Funeral Home
586 Cambridge St. Brighton, Ma. 02134
254-2045

John F. Reen Funeral Home
63 Otestnut Hill Ave. Brighton, Ma. 02135
782-1000

Funeral Directors
Gerald W. Lehman John F. Reen
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A-B Parade Route
to Cha_n ge this Year

BRIGHTON
SEAFOOD

By Joe Clements
With just over a
month before the fifth annual
Allston-Brighton Parade hits
the streets, ·organizers announced this week that the
route for the September 11th
event will be reduced from
2.7 miles to one mile. According to Parade Chairman
Joseph Hogan, the change
came at the request of city
transportation officials.
"They felt there
was a major problem with
the tie-up of traffic 1n Union
Square because it's such a
major feeder of traffic
routes," Hogan said. "They
say they can make it a much
more efficient route this
way."
The end of the parade route will remain the
same, but the start will be
moved from Boston University on Commonwealth Avenue to Warren Street in Allston-directly in fron t of
Brighton High School. That
will effectively eliminate the
parade route along Comm.
Ave., Brighton ·Ave. and
most of Cambridge Street

You saw us in the
Boston Globe

"Cheap Eats"!
Take-ouy orders Available
734-0920

60 Washington Street
(Corner of Comm. Ave)
Mon-Wed: llam-9pm Thur-Sat: llam-lOpm

, ...............,
8/4xl

: Waltham Fuel :
Full Installation and
I
:
24 hour service.
:
: Fuel Oil for over 20 years :
I

I
I

I
I

Call 891-0222

~---------------1

Alba Guzman, Miss Allston-Brighton for the 1988 Allston-Brighton Parade, stands
with Parade Chairman Joseph Hogan, left, and U.S. Congressma~ Joseph Kennedy.
The parade wiJJ be held on September 11th, starting at 1 p.m.

Derek Szabo photo

Instead, the pTOces-

sion will assemble on a closed-off Warren Street, then head
"It's a biggie," Hogan said-of the group. "I saw
onto Cambridge Street just outside Brighton Center. Once them last year in the Charlestown Parade, and they are really
on Cambridge Street, the route will continue as it always top-notch."
has, onto Washington Street in Brighton Center and down to
The parade this year will again feature both the
the finish in Oak Square.
Boston University and Boston College bands, as well as the
Hogan said the parade committee is generally Royal Cadets drum and bugle corps of Gardner. Other parpleased with the compromise,
ticipants returning will include
noting that the shorter route •·.·.·.·..-.·.....·..·...·.·-·.·.·.
the Dixieland Express banjo
. -.-·.-.-.·.-.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.··.·.·.·.·.·.·-:-:-;.·-:-:·:···:·.·:-:-:.:;: ;.:-;..-.·.-::.··
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Wl. ll reduce gaps 1
and brass trio; the Valley Rid-

Support your
Community
Newspaper...
The Journal

.;

1: : .:;: 1:! IP'.~!~~~::2t~t.~~Ir9 af ~o~to~ >
·/, ?LJf1Jversity an9 proceeding ·
up CornmonwealttiAverioe,t.0 .
.Brighton Avenue.and Cambridge
•·
parade
•
of
_.,.· ,., · Brigf'lton High 9choor..

ence. Because there are few
ers covered wagon, drawn by
residents along much of CamBelgian draft horses; the Royal
bridge Street, for example,
Irish Artillery fife and drum
turnout along that stretch has
band; and the Wilmington
>
always been spotty at best.
pump car .
"It will make it a
In addition, Hogan
much tighter route for observsaid most community groups
Street~:,Jhis ,year's
will
ers," Hogan said. "And I hope
who traditionally march will be
people will see that as an imback for the fifth annual event,
begin,ori .,Warr~rlstreetinfront
provement."
as will several organizations
::;:·..:
The parade commitwho usually build floats for the
tee had another major anparade. Among those are the
nouncement this week as well
Jackson/Mann Community
when it was confirmed that the
School, the Allston-Brighton
internationally renowned Trinity College Jazz Orchestra Area Planning Action Council (APAC), and St. Elizabeth's
will play in the parade as part of their 11-day visit to the Hospital.
Boston area. The London-based group, directed by former
Final selection on grand marshals for this year has
Woody Herman Band member Bobby Lamb, has been not yet been made, Hogan said, but a decision is expected
negotiating with parade officials for several months and soon. The group has named its Miss Allston-Brighton for
finally agreed on Wednesday to participate.
1988, picking 18-year-old Alba Guzman of Brighton. A
"That's a real feather in our cap," Hogan said. "I 1988 National Honor Society graduate of Boston Latin
think it's going to be a major crowd-pleaser for us ... they're Academy, Guzman plans to attend Boston College in this
supposed to be really outstanding."
autumn and hopes to someday be an attorney or a doctor.
The 27-piece group was recently written up in the
"Alba epitomizes what young people in AllstonBoston Globe, and features music of "the great American Brighton are all about," said Hogan. "She serves as a good
big band era." Among their repertoire are the works of role model for the community, and we're very proud to have
Count Basie, Duke Ellington, Stan Kenton and George her representing us in this way."
Gershwin.
In other Allston-Brighton Parade news, Hogan
Another major coup this year, Hogan said, will be said the theme for this year's event will be a tribute to
the 92-member Community of Jesus Marching Band, an Allston-Brighton's past, present and future. APAC will
ensemble that includes a color guard, flag twirlers and build the theme float again this year. Hogan also announced
majorettes. The band was scheduled to appear last Septem- that the Allston-Brighton Journal has been selected as the
ber, but when the parade was rained out until October, they Official Parade Newspaper for 1988 thanks to the paper's
could not attend the makeup date. Community of Jesus coverage of last year's parade. Also this year, the Brighton
Marching Band coordinators did, however, promise to keep Allston Improvement Association will hold its first-ever
ooen the Allston-Brighton Parade's 1988 date.
parade breakfast the morning of the parade at 10 a.m.

8/4xl
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POLICE STORY...
a lone gunman. Some $100 was taken in the incident.
The owner told police that the suspect entered his
store at about 1:40 p.m. and asked for some chicken. When
the victim turned around, he saw the man pull a small
handgun from a shopping bag. The owner was then ordered
into a meat freezer while the.robber took the cash from the
register. The suspect fled on foot. He was described as a
black male, in his 30's, about 5'8" tall, and with a medium
build. He was wearing no shirt and had dark pants.

Brighton Motel
Robbed of $300
The Charles River Motel on Soldiers Field Road
in Brighton was robbed early last Wednesday morning by
a mart 'who claimed to have a gun. The suspect fled in a
green, late model station wagon.
According to the clerk on duty at the time, the
rob~r entered the motel lobby shortly after 4:30 a.m. and
said he ~as there to see a guest. The suspect then said he
had a handgun and ordered the clerk to "open the register."
When the clerk refused, the man attacked him and knocked
the victim to the ground, then forced the register open and
took about $300.
The clerk told police that he did not see a handgun, but added that he did notice a knife on the suspect. The
robber was described as a white male, about 23-years-old,
6' tall, and with a heavy build. He had short black hair and
was wearing a green doctor's shirt and pants.

•••

Two men were arrested early Friday morning and
charged with assault and battery with a dangerous weapon
after one of them allegedly stabbed an Allston woman and
the other allegedly attacked a police officer responding to
th,e call. Arrested were Richard Draper, 23, of Warren St.,
Medford, and Paul Saunders, 21, of Walbridge St., Allston.
Police went to Walbridge St. after receiving reports about a fight. They were met outside an apartment
building there by the woman and two witnesses who stated
that Draper had attacked the woman with a kitchen knife,
slicing her hands.
When police went to the apartment where the
incident reportedly occured, Saunders allegedly grabbed
one of the officers by the wrist, swore at him , and tried to
slam the door on him. Police then requested assistance and
re-entered the apartment. Saunders was then placed in
handcuffs and, while that was occuring, two other males
came from a back room. One of them-[iraper-was
allegedly identified by the woman as the male who had

•••

knifed her. He was also placed under arrest.
While leading both suspects out of the building,
police said, Saunders deliberately put his head through a
hallway window, breaking the glass and frame. Police say
that Saunders also rammed his head against the police
wagon once outside, and then against the booking desk at
Station 14. The latter incident caused a laceration above his
left eye, and Saunders allegedly spit blood onto an officer
at the station. Both men were taken to St. Elizabeth's
Hospital, the officer for treatment of blood in the eyes.

•••

A Brighton man was arrested last Monday morning and charged with trafficking in cocaine after police
made a forced entry into the suspect's home. Arrested was
Jose Tejada, 30, of Euston Road .
Police from the city's Drug Control Unit broke
into Tejada' s apartment at about 11 :30 a.m. after they went
to the residence and announced that they had a warrant.
When there was no response, the officers forced their way
in and allegedly found over 14 grams of white rock cocaine
inside. Tejada arrived shortly thereafter and was placed
under arrest.

•••

The Kosher Meat Market on Commonwealth
Avenue in Brighton was robbed last Thursday afternoon by

A Brookline taxi driver was robbed of $140 in
Allston last Wednesday evening by two males. Both suspects were about 17- or 18-years-old, the driver said.
According to the victim, the pair entered his cab
in Clev.eland Circle at about 11:20 p.m. ;md asked to be
driven to Jette Court in Allston. When they arrived, one of
the suspects placed a gun to the driver's head and demanded money. They then fled the cab and headed for
Ringer Park.
The gunman was described as being a white male,
about 5'8" tall, and with a medium build. He was wearing
a Red Sox baseball hat and blue sweatshirt. His companion
was a black male wearing a blue jacket.

•••

A Dorchester man was arrested 'last Tuesday afternoon in Allston and charged with attempting to break
into an automobile. Arrested was Gary Hillary, 23, of
Maple Street.
.
Police responded to a eall shortly before 4 p.m.
that someone was tampering with a vehicle on Islington
Street. When they arrived, police noticed Hillary nearby a
Honda that had its right rear window broken. Upon frisking
the suspect, they allegedly found a screwdriver on him.
Hillary was taken to Station 14 and booked.

•••
CS0 Report: Community Service Officer Joseph Parker reports that there were 19 residences and seven'
motor vehicles entered with articles taken in AllstonBrighton this past week. Parker added that two motorists
were arrested and charged with operating under the influence of alcohol.

.C+1t
Lehman & Reen. Funeral Homes
Gerald W. Lehman Funeral Homes
586 Cambridge St.
Brighton, Ma. 02134
254-2045

Funeral Directors
Gerald W. Lehman John F. Keen

Two Funeral homes that have
served the All<>ton/Brighton community for many years and are operated by life-long community residents, have merged, according to the
homes' directors Gerald W. Lehman
and John F. Reen.
The 36-year-old Gerald W.
Lehman Funeral Home, 569 Cambridge St., Brighton, Established in
1974, have become the LehmanReen Funeral Homes, Inc.* Each
home will continue to operate at its
present location, offering the community residents the choice of five
funeral chapels.
Close friends for many years,
Lehman & Reen were born and
raised in Brighton and graduated
from St. Columbkille High School
and the New England Institute.
"I am extremely pleased with the
merger and will continue to be active
in both funeral homes, despite all the
rumors to the contrary," Lehman
said." John is a dedicated funeral director, and having spent our lives here, we know
the community and its residents very well."
Reen said, "Jerry and I have known each other for more than 30 years, and I have

John F. Keen Funeral Home
63 Chestnut Hill Av·e.
Brighton, Ma. 02135
782-1000

always admired the attentiveness
and sensitivity he shows to the families he serves."
Lehman has served the community as president of the ·St. Columbkille Alumni Association,
Brighton Lions Club and Ame ican
Funerals Directors Association. He
is a life member Of VFW Post 669
and a member of the Kennedy Post,
AL, Brighton of Elks, Bishop Cheverus General Assembly 4th Degree
Knights of Columbus, Brighton Historical Society and the Allston and
Brighton Boards of Trade.
Reen is a member of the St. CoIurnbkille Alumni Association,
Bishop David I. Walsh General Assembly 4th Degree Knights of Columbus, Brighton Council 121
Knights of Columbus, Brighton
Lodge of Elks No. 2199, Brighton
Board of Trade and Massachusetts
Funeral Directors Association. He is
married to the former Dorothy McCauley, also a lifelong comm unity resident. His two sons, John and Thomas, attend St.
Columbkille Elementary School and are active in local sports.
·Gerald Lehman will be President and John Reen will be treasurer
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The Return to Presentation
By Catherine Donahue Hanley
'When Our Lady of the Presentation
Church in Brighton voted to close its Presentation Academy High School in 1984 and sell
the building and grounds, it was to the dismay
of the school's displaced students, teachers,
and alumni, as we!! as members of the parish.
All mourned the passing of the educational
instimtion that had been a part of the community since 1942.
Many parishioners wete concerned
about the future of the structure and feared the
likelihood of condominium conversion of the
property, located on Washington Street near
the Newton line. But to the delight of all,
especially local residents "on tr.e hill," the
former high school has not succumbed to that
fate.
Monsignor Broderick of Presentation Parish selectively searched for a new
owner, and when he sold the Academy in
June 1985, the purchase agreement included
a deed restriction which legally protected the
building from condo conversion for the first
five years after the sale.
For the past three years, the former
school has been in the capable and caring
hands of a man who is in the business of
developing historic property. He maintains that
even after the deed restriction expires he has
no plans o.f converting his home to
condos. Instead, he is on a mission
to restore the mansion 's original
charm.
The owner and his
family guard their privacy,
but graciously share the
beauty of their home with
the community. Recently,

architect J. Merrill Brown to design plans for a
new home. The Whittemore mar.sion
was built in 1896. Fashionable in its
time, the mansion's design and
decor reflected the Victorian
style that was popular at the
turn-of -the-century.
John Whittemore
died in 1919, but his
wife lived in the house
until she sold it to Our
Lady of the Presentation Church in 1942. It
opened that September
under the direction of the
Sisters of Notre Dame.
Rita Donovan Mullen attended Presentation
Academy the year it opened
and was a member of the school's
first graduating class in 1946. During
the recent tour, she recalled her days at the
Academy.
"There were 28 girls in my class," she said. "We
just used one classroom and went through school with the

•••
Entering the mansion is like
stumbling back to the 19th
century, when the _original
owner, John Whittemore,
inhabited the estate.
•••

some graduates of Presentation Academy accompanied the Journal on a tour
of the mansion.
The restoration
process is a lenghty one, but
the house already bears the
fruits of devotion. Entering the
mansion is like stumbling back to
the 19th century, when the original
owner, John Whittemore, inhabited the estate.
In the late 1800's, Whittemore purchased two
homes on the site, leveling those structures and hiring

same nun for four years."
As Marion O'Leary Donahue, Class of '57, entered the house, she glanced into the first room on the right
and envisioned Sister Superior sitting in whatonced served
as the principal's office.
"In those days, Sister Superior was the only one
who could use the main staircase," Donahue recalled.
Graduates of recent years noted that the privilege was later
extended to seniors and finally to underclasswomen.
Recent .graduates also discussed the days when
the first floor of the Academy housed enlarged classrooms.
The principal' s office had been moved to a more secluded
spot a few steps off of the first floor.
Laurie McLean and Patricia Murphy Holbrook
graduated from the Academy in 1974. In the renovated
classrooms they reminisced, piecing together memories of
rooms where Mrs. Conroy taught History, "Stacy" taught
Math, and "Chippy" asked "parlez-vous Francais?"
The former school looks very different to alumi
who attended classes in the 1960's, 1970's and 1980's,
whereas graduates from earlier years remember the school
before structural changes were made.
Mullen pointed out that in 1942 the rooms looked
much like they do today.
Most of the mansion 's 25 rooms have been restored to their
original shapes and sizes. The first
floor now boasts a library, formal
dining room, kitchen, parlor and a
beautiful foyer that leads to the main
staircase. The room that many graduates remember as "the office," situated a few steps off the first floor, has
,been reinstated to its original intentthe master's study. .
A room that once served as the
Whittemore's billiard room, on the
landing between the first and second
floors, has been transformed into a sitting room.
Academy alumni of recent
years·remember the room as a typing

cla~sroom.

Continued on page 10

Top photo: former students of
Our Lady of the Presentation
Academy tour what once was the
school's home. Front row, 1-r:
Catherine Donahue Hanley,
Patricia Murphy Holbrook, and
Maryann St. Croix. Back row:
Jacqueline Bizier, Laurie
McLean, Rita Donovan Mullen,
Marion O'Leary Donahue and
Patricia Dona h ue. Left photo: A
view of the restored property
from inside.
Derek Szabo photos
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JOURNALVIEW...
Back Again
Continued from page 1
cal races and accurately reported neighborhood development controversies while maintaining high-quality journalism and an unparalled level of community awareness.
"My task will be to take the Journal through its
next step and into the future of Allston-Brighton by developing the paper into a commercial success and thereby
creating a condition of financial activity that will carry the
paper into the next decade and beyond. This cannot and
will not be at the cost of any of the high standards of the
past.
"In fact, the Journal will seek to surpass its record
of service to the community, wliile increasing its leadership through expanded public service, entertainment and
local features of relevance and interest to AllstonBrighton' s 70,000-plus residents. The Journal has served
as the community newspaper and will continue to meet the
expanding needs of the area, both during my stewardship
and far into the future."
Marchione' s plans for the paper include the hiring
of a full-time sales staff, computerization of the Journal's
accounts receivable and billing functions, full-time office
and telephone staffing, a new advertising and promotional
program and distribution of the paper to all 23,000-plus
registered voters in Allston-Brighton, free of charge. It will
also be available on local newstands.
As editor of this paper since its inception, as well
as a reporter in the community for the past four years, it
gives me great pleasure to know that the Allston-Brighton
Journal has been given a wider berth with which to operate.
With its plethora of neighborhoods, nationalities and issues, Allston-Brighton is always offering something new
on which to report, explore or discuss.
Perhaps it is because Allston-Brighton is predominantly made up of a working population. Or maybe it
is the fact that there almost always seems to be some
developer, institution or public agency trying to put some-

Allston-Brighton from the air ...
thing, do something, or avoid something in our community. Whatever the reason, Allston-Brighton people never
seem to sit back on their haunches. If a problem occurs, or
a family needs assistance, the residents in this community
respond. That is a very refreshing-and rare--atrnosphere
to observe and be a part of.
In the months ahead, the Journal will try to call
attention to the issues of importance to our community,
identify problems before they become unresolvable, and to
laud those people who deserve the public's attention. We
will attempt to maintain our strong coverage of sports, as
well as add new features such as local restaurant and
entertainment reviews, expanded columns and opportunites to serve as a forum for Allston-Brighton residents.
I would also like lo take this opportunity to thank founder
Tom Crowley for a year of sacrifice and devotion in getting
the Allston-Brighton Journal off the ground. Starting a
community paper as ambitious as the Journal is no mean
feat, and few will ever realize the number of hats Tom was

forced to wear to maintain the paper as long as he did.
There was truly only one driving reason that Tom
Crowley started the Journal-because he felt the community was in dire need of an alternative publication to serve
as a strong voice for Allston-Brighton. He started the paper
because he cared about its constituency, and it seems that
this same tradition of concern is being transferred over to
the new ownership.
No one will ever get rich off a community newspaper. Tom Crowley realized that and Bob Marchione
realizes it. But as long as the publication serves to enrich
the community, we all feel its mission will have been
accomplished. We hope that we can meet that challenge.
The Allston-Brighton Journal IS back. And we
are here to stay.

Joe Clements, Editor
Allston-Brighton Journal
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Pair Hurt in Local Auto Accidents
Two people were injured in separate accidents in AllstonBrighton on Monday, beginning with a collision between
an automobile and an ambulance during the afternoon and
followed by a pedestrian/auto mishap late that night.
According to Boston Police Department spokeswoman Jill Reilly, the earlier accident occured when a
Brookline woman operating a 1985 Honda was struck by
an ambulance responding to an emergency call. The two
vehicles c91lided at the intersection of Corey Road and
Washington Street, totalling 46-year-old Sarah Fuhro's
Honda and severely damaging the emergency vehicle,
owned by Brewster Ambulance. Also damaged was a 1986
Cadillac sedan being driven by 55-year-old Richard
Hedberg of Euston Road, Brookline.
Neither Hedberg nor Maria Read, the ambulance

driver, were hurt, but Fuhro was taken to Beth Israel
Hospital for treatment of facial lacerations and injuries to
her right knee and ankle. Fuhro was also cited with an
undisclosed motor vehicle violation.
On Monday night at 11:25 p.m.,37-year-oldJohn
Evers of North Beacon Street in Brighton was taken to St.
Elizabeth's Hospital after he was struck while crossing
Cambridge Street in Allston near Gordon Street. Reilly
said Evers was hit by· an automobile driven by Harley
Sanders, 52, of Copeland Street in Roxbury.
"Witnesses interviewed said the traffic signal was
green in the operator's favor .. .and it appears that it was not
his fault," Reilly said. No charges were filed against
Sanders. Evers, meanwhile, had been released from St.
Elizabeth's as of press time.
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Ambulance crews treat John Evers of Brighton for injuries he received after being hit by an auto. Derek Szabo photo
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THE MOST MODERN MAN

The Life (Insurer) of the Party
By Christopher Kenneally
An insurance agent 's business is to force us to
think about those things we ' d rather not think about. He
plays on our most pri mal fears- loss of property by fire or
theft, injury, and-of course----death. On any subject, he
raises questions we don't want to hear.
''I'll get ri ght to the point," my insurance agent
said when he telephoned me recently. "You're having a
pruty and yo u didn ' t tell me."
"'I was going to , really," I insisted. "Don' t feel left
out. I' d love to have you."
Thi s was onl y half-true. I wasn' t going to throw a
party and not in vite my insurance agent, if he was going to
ask. But I cc uld make sure he was inappropriately dressed.
"It' s a cross-dressing party , though," I said.
"You'll have to wear a gown. I would understand if you
didn't want to do that."
"It 's not me you should be worried about," my
agent said. "It's you. This is a major life decision. You have
to act wisely. Have you thought about insurance?"
"For throwing a party?" I asked. "It's just for a
few friends. A small thing. How could it tum into a disaster?"
'Think about it, Chris," my agent advised.
"You're only as good as your last party."
He was right. When he pointed it out so plainly, I
felt the same vague ache in my chest I had experienced
when he first called me and told me, "You 're not going to
live forever."
Throwing a party does make one vulnerable. A
flop isn' t as sure a bet as getting old and sick, but there's
always an even or better chance there 'JI be something to
keep people away. A friend had called earlier to decline the
invitation . Sa '. urday night he always does his laundry. The
bes t Lime to be at the laundromat, he says, is when no one
else is there. Maybe all my friends had the same idea.
"What's the party insurance cover?" I wanted to know.

"Happens to lots of people," I adm itted.
"That' s because they only realized the value of
insurance when it was too late," my agent said. "For a few
dollars worth of protection, they could be completely
relaxed."
This touched a nerve. I was always a wreck of a
host, so bad sometimes I would forget the names of good,
good friends and be at a loss when introducing them.
'T m almost sold," I told the agent. "Have you got
a music clause?"
"We put it in writing that one of our professional
disc jockey's will respond within an hour to an emergency
call on account of no dancing," he promised.
I made an appointment to sign the contract right then.
The party was a great success and I have never had so much
fun myself. I was even covered for all the stupid things I
said. My only complaint with the party insurance is the
claims adjustors. I know they want to give prompt service,
but do they have to show up at 8 o'clock the nex t morning?"

"Everything," my agent assured me. " You won't
have to worry about no-shows. We have plenty of people
who'll come."
"Would they be people I'd want at my party?"
"That's a little extra," he said. "But we can do it.
You didn ' t invite K- D-, did you?"
"As a matter of fact, how did you know?"
"We see that guy all the time," the agent said
wearily. "We can put together a package that covers him as
a 'cause,' kind of like floods, fires and acts of God."
"There's a deductible, though, right?"
"Oh, sure, always," my agent said. "I have to
make a living , but it's reasonable. Where we make the real
money is the mark-up on refreshments. If you run out, we
can have someone bring over a Bud suitcase, but it comes
out of the deductible. The answer is just not to run out. It' s
the things you can ' t control that you want to worry about.
Have you ever seen a host so nervo us he can' t enjoy
himself at his own party?"
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SPORTS ...
ALL-BRltE SOFTBALL

This Week, a Thrill for the Grille
By John Hoffman
Usually this time of the year in the
All-Brite Softball League, the Brighton
Elles Club ·and Joey's of Brighton Center
are considered the clear favorites to fight it
out for the league championship. The two.
teams have met the last two seasons in the
playoff finals (splitting that match up) and,
like the Celtics and the Lakers, are always
expected to be on top.
But as the regular campaign
winds down into the upcoming post-season action, the veteran Oak Square Grille
squad has proven that they are the team to
beat in 1988. The Grille made that point
extra clear earlier this week, as they
downed the Allston A' s twice in two nights
to up their record to 22-4 and clinch the
regular season title. It ends a streak of
seven years that Joey's (19S6) or the
Elks-previously known as the Busy
Bee- have owned that distinction .
"The key for us this year has been
the teamwork," head coach Joe Salvucci
told the Journal this week. ''No matter
where or when we put in one of our 20
guys, we've gotten the job done."
The coach said he feels the acquisitions of Mark Leonard, Paul Donlan and
Glenn Maclssac have added tremendously
Lo a club that came within one out of
winning the Mayor's Cup trophy in 1987
(they lost to the Bee by a 3-2 final).
"We have a real closeness on this
team," Salvucci said. "And that has certainly carried over to our play on the field."

The 1988 Oak Square Grille team: Front row, 1-r: Ed Quinlan, Cliff Carney, Mark Leonard, Coach Joe Salvucci, Paul Donlan,
Mike Lochiatto, John DiPietro, John Garvo, Glenn Maclssac and Dennis Richey: Back row: Jeo Tessier, Pat Grealish, Rob
Costello, Mike Hanlon, Fred Hinckley, Tom Terrio and Billy Anthony.
The Grille personified their entire
season with the two victories this week,
downing the A's in a makeup game Sunday
night at Daly Field by a 9-8 margin, and returning Monday night to win against them
5-4.
In Sunday's contest, the Grille
took a 1-0 lead in the first inning on hits by
Fred Hinckley, John Garvo and Cliff Carney . Oak Square then extended the lead to

6-0 with five more runs in the second.
Consecutive singles by Mike Lochiatto,
Mike Hanlon, and Rob Costello brought in
one run , followed with an RBI single by Ed
Quinlan. The singles barrage continued
with safeties by John DiPietro, Billy Anthony, and Hinckley to close out the
inning's scoring.
The solid A's team fought back
immediately, however, cutting the lead to

6-5. The home half started innocently
enough, as Danny Brainerd reached on an
error and Dennis Davidson beat out an
infield hit. Back-to-back singles by John
Cox and Mark Buccelli brought in two
runs, followed by a three-run homer by A's
veteran Bobby Martin.
·
Both teams went scoreless in the
Continued on next page

DELI HOLDS SECOND GOLF TOURNEY

Locals Take to the Links
By John Hoffman
It was a day for fun, sun, and even some frustration on Monday as Brighton's Brooks Street Deli held its
secqnq annual golf tournament at the Newton Commonwealth Golf Course overlooking Chandler's Pond in
Brighton.
Mike Leconti, owner of the deli, thought up the
idea last summer as the subject of golf filtered through his
establishment.
"People kept coming in and talking about golf,"
the 27-year-old proprietor explained. "And since I like the
sport myself, the idea dawned on me and I decided to
sponsor a tournament."
The weather certainly cooperated for this year's
match~ with bright"skies and temperatures soaring into the
mid-90's. Players were matched into two age groups, with
a 16-and-under bracket and one for golfers aged over 16years-old.
"It's a good thing for the neighborhood kids,"
Leconti said. "Even ifyou'venever golfed before you can
participate-it's not like you have to qualify."
It was a good thing Gerry Caico didn ' t need a
qualifying score. Despite playing what he considered a
strong front nine holes, the 16-year-old Brighton resident
said he "wilted on the.back nine."
"But I still finished with a solid 151 score," he
added with a good sense of humor.
Two other young golfers who al~o didn' t fare so
well on the fairways were 16-year-old Franny Reed, and
15-year-old Sammy Mulkeen. Reed finished at 136, while
Mulkeen came in at 111.
"I shot a 102 last year," said a dejected Mulkeen.
"I thought I putted well (Monday], but other than (.hat I was
off my game a little bit."
As for the winners, both age divisions ended in a

tie, but Dickie Brothers and Chris Donahue didn't seem to
mind sharing the Juniors' championship. The pair finished
with scores of 92 for the par-70 course, and Brothers
attributed his success this year to a series of practices before the tournament.
"I hit a lot of chip shots [to win] and I also made
a key birdie on the last hole," he said.
Donahue said the keys for him included a strong
putting game and "playing within myself."
In the Senior division, Dom Bianchi and defending champion Robert Leconti battled all the way to the end
to finish the match tied at 80 apiece. Leconti won last
summer with a score of 77, and said he felt "the course was
a little bit rough this year because of the rain we've been
having." Nonetheless, he added, "it was a good time-I
had a lot of fun out there."
Most participants seemed to agree, including
Luigi Criscuolo, whose 94 score was good enough to snag
second place in the Junior division.
"It's a great opportunity to get out with friends
and play," he said of the tournament. "There's no pressure."
"We had a lot oflaughs out there, and that's what
it's all about," echoed Richie Bradley, wh~finishedat 106.
If the laughs weren't enough, all the golfers were
treated to a cookout at Brooks Deli after the competition.
Trophies and cash prizes were awarded to the winners
during the post-tournament event.
"Overall, the day was a big success," Mike Leconti said later. "And hopefully we'll have more people
enter next year."
"They had better watch out for me next year,"
warned 16-year-old Shawn Leonard, who finished at 130.
"Because I'll be back.
And judging from the success of the 1988 effort,
so will the Brooks Deli tourney.

Chris Donahue co-winner of the J unior's division.
Derek Szabo photo
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Softball
Continued from previous page ·
third, but the Grille struck for a pair in the
fourth. Key hits in that rally came from
Hanlon, Costello and Quinlan. The club
then exhibited their vaunted defense, as
shortstop Camey and secondbaseman
DiPietro turned the first of three double
plays.
Oak Square picked up the eventual winning run in the fifth on singles by
Hinckley and Camey to give them what
seemed to be a comfortable 9-5 lead. But
the A's wo~d not quit. In the bottom of the
fifth, Jay Cf:llT, Pat Camey, Tony Pagliocca
and P.aul Campbell all singled to dri~e in
two runs, while a Rob O'Connor sacrifice
fly plated the team's eighth run.
The defense dominated from
there, however, as the Grille turned in
another double play to end further damage.
In the final two innings, stellar defensive
plays included a great catch by the A's
Buccelli and Pat Camey's throw from the
outfield that cut down a Grille player attempting to stretc;:h a single into a-double.
But it was the Grille's defense
that won from there, as Joe Tessier made an
excellent diving catch in the final inning to
help the frontrunners hold on.
"The defense was a big key for
us," Salvucci said later. "And Lochiatto
pitched a tremendous game for us."
On Monday night, Lochiatto ran his record
to 16-2 and helped his cause offensively
with a three-run triple against the A's at
Smith Field in Allston. That 5-4 victory
proved to be the clincher for the Grille.
. Afterwards, members of the club
talked about what the title means to them.
Understandably, most were ecstatic.
"This feels great," former league

commissioner Hanlon said. "It's our first
time in about five years, and we have one of
the oldest teams in the league."
Tom Terrio, a sponsor and player
on the Grille, attributed the achievement to
"a great bunch of guys wbo played superb
defense all season long."
Despite that, team members
admit they have a long fight ahead of them
if they are to retain their status during the
upcoming playoffs.
"The playoffs are a whole second

season," Salvucci said. "Any one of the six
[qualifying] teams can win it-it's really
wide open."
For the A's, the dual losses this
week dropped their record to 15-12, although they managed to stay in fifth place.
Coach Bob McPherson said he feels the
. club can still get back on the winning track
and clinch a playoff spot "Two tough
losses to a great team like the Grille does
not discourage us," he said.
Other teams favored to compete

heavily in post-season include the
Brighton Elks, currently in second place
with a 20-5 mark; the Palace Spa, now at
18-6 following a 20-4 trouncing of Joey's
on Tuesday night; and the fuurth-place
Joey's team, who defeated the Conib Pub
in extra innings on Monday night, 8-7.
Following several remaining makeup contests this week, the playoffs begin next
Wednesday night with third place against
sixth and fourth versus fifth. The top two
teams receive an opening-round bye.

The :rii'ighion division:of the BostonNeighborbood Basketball League had three locatplayers picked to represent the
commtiriity.in'the .citywide flNBL AlFStar. Classic. Standing next to league coordinator Joe Walsh/ left/ are the three
· · seledi.ons/alJ.in thelS-and~underagebracket:j\tiba Bowie;·se.cond from left, Derek Randall and Daryl '.furrier.
Derek Szabo photo

BITS AND PIECES

Allston-·Brighton Sports March On
By John Hoffman
Over the years, sport<; has always
beena big part of Allston-Brighton's tradition, and the summer of 1988 has certainly
been no exception ..Since J unt!, both men 's
and _women's softball leagues have been in
full swing, as well as Junior Park League
Baseball.
In addition, Little league baseball
all:star games are held and the Boston
Neighborhood Basketball League has returned for its 20th season at Rogers Park.
On virtually any given night, the local
sports fan can find a game being played
somewhere in the Allston-Brighton area.
A lot of the credit has to go to the
people who volunteer their services during
these hot and humid months. The referees,
umpires, coaches, league coordinators and
parents are all priceless commodities to our
sports programs, and their efforts often go
unappreciated. Let's hope there will always be a Joe Walsh or a John Murphy Sr.
around to keep our programs going strong.
000000

Local golfer Jack Camey won
two tournaments this past week, bringing ·
his season's total to six. Camey won the
Swifts Beach golf classic with a round of
75 and then shot a 79 to win the Allston
Sportsman's Club tourney. With the abundance of sports in the Allston-Brighton,
Camey still feels there are some areas in
need. "I'd like to see a youth softball league
at the close of Little league season," he
says. "Once kids hit the age of 12 and over,
there's not much for them to do." Camey

000000

son, · those being firstbaseman Bobby
Scanlon, catcher Mark McBrady, outfielder David Cullen and pitcher Mike
McCormack.

Remember Brighton's Joey Moran, the teenage hockey star who traveled
to Quebec City in February as a member of
the mini-Boston
Bruins? Well, he's
keeping busy this
summer by playing
in the Quincy ProArn Hockey League
and the Boston
Neighborhood Basketball
League
(BNBL). Moran is
also taking summer
courses at Boston
College High School
where .he'll be attending this fall. And
speaking of hockey,
former Boston College star John McNamara Jr. has returned
home from his pro career in Sweden and is
back living in Brighton. McNamara's
wife, Katy, herself a professional tennis
player,just gave birth to a baby boy Kevin.
It is the couple's first child. McNamara, 24,
now works for the Tierney Insurance
company in Natick.

Joey's Roadrunners Basketball
Team of Brighton Center is in a tough
battle to win its third
championship of the
year. The Roadrunners, who won two
titles earlier this season, are currently in
ffrst-place in the Watertown
Men's
League 'A' Division. Gerry Walsh
and Chris Jennings
have led the way to
Che playoffs for the
squad. Congratulations are in order for
Jennings and longtime sweetheart
Wendy Wright, by the way, after the pair
recently got married.
,Back on the court, the Shield
System Car Wash team of Allston is making a strong bid for the Watertown 'B'
League title. The "System" is headed up by
locals Kenny Weiand, David Ace, and
Dennis Schezer.

said he also hopes to someday see a local
celebrity golf tournament with the proceeds going to charity.

@·
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000000
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The Brighton Dodgers of the
Junior Park League are back on top again
with a solid 23-4 record heading into the
playoffs this week. Four Dodger players
made the citywide all-star team this sea-

If you want to see an exciting young
basketball prospect, check out 11-year-old
Mike Walsh of the BNBL's Mavericks.
The 4 '9" Walsh has been playing since he
was 5-years-old under the tutelage of his

father, Paul, a Boston firefighter. Young
Mike leads his team in scoring and assists
·
in the 15-and-under division.
Former Don Bosco and Celtic:;
Pride player Ernie Melia on the differences
in the BNBL these days: "The teams don't
practice enough now," says Melia, who led
Celtics Pride to three straight titles from
1979 to 1982. "The kids just show up for
the games and run-and-gun. They need to
go back to the old days where teamwork
won ballgames."
000000

St. Columbkille High School
basketball and baseball star Darin Gentile
will be going to Boston College this year,
while hoop teammate Steve Aiden will be
attending UMass/Boston. St Col's softball star Debbie Gorman will be going to
Bridgewater State to major in sociology.
000000

Local boxer Phillip D'Melio is in
California and is doing some serious training there amidst rumors that he is considering turning pro. And Steven Scanlon is set
to make his debut as an amateur boxer next
month in South Boston.
000000

Misccllaney: Boston Municipal
Police Officer Kevin Guy, ;24, ofBrighton,
is getting ready for his next bodybuilding
championship in a few weeks, this time in
Maine . .. Thanks to Paul McCaffrey of the
Boston Parks and Recreation Department
for support of the St. Columbkille High
School softball team ... Quiz question: Will
Hank Smith of the Roadrunners ever retire? Answer next week.
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High Rock
Continued from page 2
because cars parking there prevent emergency vehicles from making the tum onto
High Rock Way at both Imrie Road and
Gordon Street.
Residents also complained of an
antiquated lighting system on the street, a
problem which Casazza said he will direct
to Boston Edison. While the electric company will probably not replace the system,
Casazza said he believes he can get them to
upgrade it.
Overall, residents seemed
pleased with the response from the city, so
much so that Casazza and other city officials received a round of applause at the
Youngsters at Herter Park in Allston try to beat the heat.

Presentation
Continued from page 5

end of the meeting. Others attending the
meeting included Gordon Barnes from
public works, Robert Drummond from the.
Transportation Department and Judith
Bracken from the Mayor's Office of
Neighborhood Services. Also in attendance were District 18 State Rep. Kevin
Honan and Boston City Councilor Robert
Travaglini.
"I was very surprised at the caring
and the responsiveness of our officials,"
said Jean Spellman, one of the High Rock
Way residents who called attention to the
issue. "They say you can't stop city hall,
but I guess this proves that wrong."
Casazza said work will resume
sometime this month, and the cost of the
project should be about $60,000. He gave
no estimate when it would be finished.

Derek Szabo photo

Although the 1944 floor plan revealed a lot about
the building' s layout, specific information about the original Whittemore mansion has been hard to come by. By a
stroke of luck, a friend of the owner toured the house not
long after restoration began and mentioned that the building seemed vaguely familiar to him. He went home to find
that the mansion was featured in a book he had entitled

keeping the building's history alive.
The mansion ' s exterior paint scheme is not an
exact replica of the original Whittemore estate, but it
closely resembles the earthtone colors that were popular at
the turn of the century. The trim is a cream color and four
earthtone colors identify different shingle patterns and
carvings on the house, another popular effect used in the
Victorian fashion.
Leaving the estate, 1984 graduate Bizier and her
former teacher, Maryann Saint Croix (also a mem berof the
Class of 1966), talked about the last day of school at Our
Lady of the Presentation Academy.
"It was so sad," St Croix recalled. "The kids
released balloons and attached to each one of the balloons
was a 'postcard tl:iat read, 'Pressy will live forever in our
hearts.'"
All Presentation Academy alumni will have an
opportunity to see their alma mater at a reunion that the
owner has generously offered to hold at his estate. Alumni
officers are currently planning the event.

Renovated rooms on the second floor include a guest
bedroom and a sitting room, located at the top of the stairs.
Rooms that originally served as a dressing area, bathroom,
Picturesque and Architectural New England. .
and master bedroom have been transformed into a guest
Three photos of the Whittemore mansion porsuite.
trayed
the
home as it appeared in 1899 and four pages of
The third floor was originally designed to be used
as the Whittemore's living area, an unusual concept for a . text described the rooms in detail. One of the photos helped
the artist design the foyer ceiling. The owner saysinformavictorian home. The current owner is restoring the third
tion from the text has been a tremendous help in uncovering
floor in the same fashion. In addition to the living quarters,
the secrets of his home. He proudly displays the book in his
the third floor provides plenty of storage space and a
library.
private deck on the back of the building.
All of the renovated rooms are decorated in true
In another third floor room, Jacqueline Bizier, a
Victorian
fashion from floor to ceiling and are accentuated
member of the last graduating class in 1984, pointed out
of furniture denoting that era. Photos of the
with
pieces
faint traces of the Academy that remained from days when
Whittemore'
s of the Academy's Class of 1948-and of the
the room served as a darkroom for photography class. That
building's
layout
as it appeared in 1944-hang on walls,
room will soon be made into a playroom that will be
enhanced by an original hand-painted mural.
The artist who is designing the mural lived in the
mansion with the current owner and his family for two
years and contributed his talents to much of the home's
restoration. After lining the foyer ceiling with a muslin
fabric, he finished it with an exquisite hand-painted design.
In the library, he grained white wallpaper to make it look
like leather, another subtlety of the Victorian era.
The restoration process is one that the owner
admits will be an ongoing effort for many years to come.
Much of the mansion's original beauty was hidden beneath
changes made by the school. The owner has spent the past
three years searching for clues to uncover the structure's
original secrets.
In a third floor storage area amidst Academy
memorabilia, the owner found plans revealing major renovations which had occurred in 1944 as a result of stringent
fire regulations that were imposed. Windows had been
replaced by doors, fire walls were installed around the
main staircase, and fire escapes were erected outside the
building.
The Academy later made numerous structural
changes to accommodate a growing number of students.
Walls were knocked down, lavatories installed, laboratories constructed and a basement bowling alley was replaced by a home economics room .
The owner has not replaced the bowling alley, but has
A sitting area at the refurbished Presentation Academy property on Washington Street in Oak Square. The for mer
worked to reverse the many changes made by the school.
home of James Whittemore is being re-done in 19th-century style.
Derek Szabo photo
In addition, he has installed six new heating systems.

OBITUARIES
AHERN: In Brighton, suddenly, July 26, Maurice B. beloved husband of Anna M. ( Murphy ) devoted father of
David
J . brother of William P., Mrs. Margaret Corry,
Mrs. Catherine Dunn, the late Helen, Alice Frances, Mary,
Richard, David, John, and George. Funeral from the
Gerald W. Lehman Funeral Home, 569 Cambridge St.
Brighton, Saturday morning at 8: 10 followed by a Funeral
Mass in St. Columbkille Church at 9:00. Relatives and
friends are kindly invited. Interment St. Joseph 's Cemetery. LatememberBrightonCouncil# 121 KofC. Visiting
hours Thursday 7-9 Friday 2-4 & 7-9 P.M.
GURESH: InBrighton,Aug.1,FredJ. Belovedsonofthe
late Wallace and Eva (Lavaska). Brother of Mrs. Mary A.
Walton, Mrs. Catherine Belushko, Thomas J. the late John

George, Wallace and Mrs. Anne Ficicchy. Also survived
by 2 great neices and 3 great nephews. Funeral from the
Gerald W Lehman Funeral Home, 569 Cambridge St
Brighton, Thursday morning at 8: 10 followed by a Funeral
Mass in St. Columbkille Church at 9:00 . Relatives and
friends are kindly invited. Interment Evergreen Cemetery.
Late Veteran WWII Member AllstonPost #669, VFW and
Brighton Lodge ofElks #2199 BPOE. Visiting hours Tuesday 7-9 and Wednesday 2-4 and 7-9 p.m.
LONDON: On Sunday July 31st Sylvia (Bornstein) of
1925 Commonwealth Ave. Brighton. Devoted wife of
Samuel London. beloved mother of Fred London and Bill
London. Sister of Ruth Aranow of Chelsea, Arthur Bornstein of FL, and Edward Bornstein of Dorchester. Services

at the Levine Chapel, 470 Harvard St, Brookline on Tues.
August 2 at 11 A.M. Memorial Observance thru. Sat.
evening at her late residence. Remembrances in her
memory, may be made to the charity of your choice'or to
the West End House
BAR OVITZ: On Tuesday, July 26, Frances of Brighton,
Beloved mother of Sumner Barton of Chatham and Rita
Rogers of Walpole Sister of Ann Nesselle of Winthrop and
Harry Stallings. Also survived by 2 grandchildren and 5
great grandchildren. Graveside Services at Pride of Liberty
Cemetery, Baker St. West Roxbury, on Wednesday,
Memorial Week Private, Arangements by
Levine Chapels, Brookline.
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LOOKING BACKWARDS

Annexation Becomes a Reality in A-B
Editor's Note: This is the third of a three-part
series on Allston-Brighton's annexation to the city of
Boston 116 years ago (the first two installments appeared
in the March 17th and May 12th editions of the Journal).
William Marchione is curator of the Brighton Allston
Historical Society and author of ''The Bull in the Garden:
A History of Allston-Brighton."

By William P. Marchione
As noted in the first two 'j>arts of this series, the
town of Brighton took extraordinary measures in the early
1870s to transform itself into a residential community.
First, the local slaughtering industry was consolidated into a single facility, the Brighton Abattoir, and
placed in the already industrialized North Brighton neighborhood. Thus, noxious and unhealthy slaughtering practices were eliminated from areas.where profitable residential development was feasible.
Next, the town engaged in a massive program of
public works construction, with some $490,000 spent on
roads, curbings, sidewalks, sewers and street lighting between 1870 and 1874. Of this sum, 90 percent went to
projects benefitting the central and western sections of the
community.
Since Allston required no major investment in
new or improved roads as a precondition of development,
residents there had little incentive to support large-scale
public works expenditures. Had a majority of the town's
voters lived in Allston, the massive building program
probably would not have been launched, and in the absence
of the resulting debt, the electors might well have rejected
annexation to Boston in October 1873. However, only
about one-third of the town'sresidents lived in the Allston
section.
The domination of Brighton politics by the
town's central and western sections in the early 1870s was
critically important to the success of the annexation movement. Of the 50 most important town offices filled from
1870 to 1873 (the posts of selectmen, town treasurer,
assessors and school committee), 46 went to residents of
the central and western sections. Three of the 17 who filled
these posts, incidentally, were members one family-the
Warrens. State Senator William Wirt Warren was the
leader of the annexation movement. Closely associated
with him were Benjamin Franklin Ricker, Horace W.
Jordan, and George A. Wilson.
The impact of this public works campaign on the
town's tax rate and credit was staggering. While the official tax rate dropped from $13 to $11 per thousand in the
1870 to 1873 period, real property assessments nearly
tripled, rising from $5.8 million to $14.3 million. The
town's growth rate in the early 1870s was actually quite
modest. The magnitude of the town's fiscal mismanagement becomes clear when one compares its income to its
level of expenditure:

George A. Wilson, owner of the Brighton Hotel and
member of the alleged "Brighton Ring."

increases, reconciled even the voters of Allston to annexation-and with it to the loss of local self-determination.
Were the men behind annexation unscrupulous
land speculators, who used local government to enrich
themselves at the expense of their fellow citizens, or were
they far-sighted and vigorous civic ~a::riots who cleared
away the obstacles to residential development? William
Wirt Warren, who master-minded annexation, always
insisted that he was a reformer, and perhaps sincerely
viewed himself as such.
It is well to remember, however, that this was the
age of Grant, the Tammany Ring, and the Credit Mobilier
Scandal-a time of unparalleled corruption in American
government and business. Using public office for private
gain, as a corollary to promoting "public good," was
viewed by many as perfectly acceptable behavior.
Despite Senator Warren's self-proclaimed reformism, there is strong evidence to suggest that the fathers
of annexation were corrupt, even rapacious men. In late
1876, two years after Boston absorbed Brighton, the Boston Daily Advertiser published an editorial charging that a
"ring" had existed in Brighton in the years before annexation-a ring that was "in its way, as dishonest and avari-

cious a political association as the Tammany Ring in New
York."
The leader of the ring, theAdvertiser charged, had
been U.S. Representative William Wirt Warren of
Bpghton (State Sen. Warren had become Congressman
Warren in 1874). The "Ring had intentionally burdened
the little town of Brighton with an enormous debt" in order
to drive its people "to desire annexation for relief from its
exactions," the paper charged.
The Advertiser said that the Ring's "method of
operations was to buy on account of the town, parcels of
real e5tate" from favored parties "at exorbitant prices, even
for the times, when the values of property were most
inflated. One school house lot and an engine house lot were
so bought. The last speculation of the kind was the purchase of a hotel property not wanted for any p•.rrpose."
The properties in question were two lots on
Chestnut Hill Avenue (the sites of the present Senior
Center and Chestnut Hill Nursing Home), and a hotel that
stood on the site now occupied by the Brighton Police
Station. Each parcel was purchased at highly inflated
prices. The town paid $8,000 and $12,000, respectively,
for the two Chestnut Hill Ave. lots. Both were bought from
Selectman Benjamin F. Ricker ·and his business partner
George A. Wilson, leaders of the annexation movement
It was the third transaction, however, that offers
the strongest evidence of the annexationist' s rapacity. This
was the purchase, again from George A. Wilson, of the
hotel for the outrageous sum of $75,000. Brighton's
Catholics had purchased a more extensive property, the site
of St. Columbkille's Church, two years earlier for a mere
$6,700.
In 1874, the question of how the city of Boston
had acquired this property was raised on the floor of the
City Council. Brighton's representative, Patrick Moley,
declined to participate in the debate. The Advertiser may
have had Moley in mind when it noted that "the purchase
of the hotel property was such a palpable fraud that one
Democrat, an Irishman, revolted and declined to do the part
allotted to him in the business."
I view annexatioa as the single most important
event in the history of Allston-Brighton. With the loss of
local self-determination, the community was unable to
control the direction of future development, with disastrous consequences. Annexation occurred, I would suggest, because Brighton lacked citizen involvement in
government. In the early years of the 19th century, town
politics had been dominated by a business elite that consisted chiefly of cattle dealers and slaughterhouse proprietors. After 1870, William Wirt Warren and his landspe~ulating associates established an even more complete
domination. There is an important moral here about the
importance of preserving local self-government and fostering local civic involvement.
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As the figures show, Brighton's income from
1870 to 1873 totalled only $438,000, while its spending
stood at $1.56 million. With the rate of expenditure more
than three times its income, the debt soon assumed nightmarish proportions.
William Wirt Warren and his associates now had
a compelling argument for annexation: allow Boston to
absorb Brighton and the metropolis would likewise absorb
the town's debt. As the debt mounted, the opposition to
annexation weakened. In December 1872, the pro-annexation forces won a major victory when a town meeting voted
84-62 to direct Brighton's representatives in the Massachusetts legislature to "use their utmost efforts in behalf of
annexation."
When the annexation question was finally put to
the voters in October 1873, they approved it by an overwhelming margin of 622 -133, or 82 percent in favor. A
rising tax rate, coupled with a prospect of further sharp

The Brighton Hotel, located at the site of the present Brighton Police Station, was the key property in what some
historians believe was a "ring" formed to buy up property in the community at exorbitant prices and charge it to
the town coffers.
Richard Salvucci re-creation .
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FILM & VIDEO...
The Untouchab_les: Worth
Getting Your Hands On
By·Sebashtian
Among the recent releases of
videos, Brian . DePalma's Untouchables,
starring Kevin Costner as Elliot Ness , Sean
Connery as Jimmy Malone and Robert
DeNiro as the infamous Al Capone, is a
captivating view of the 1930 Chicago racketeer and the fabled law officers who were
ultimately responsible for his demise.

VIDEO REVIEW
In his portrayal of Capone,
DeNiro provides a vivid interpretation of
the bold and ruthless Chicago ganglord
with a level of reality that only a veteran
actor such as himself could project. As
with many of his roles , DeNirolooks, feels
and lives the character of Capone to the
extent that many viewers of the film will
ultimately and permanently visualize
DeNiro's screen persona whenever the
name Al Capone is mentior.ed, in whatever context.
Kevin Costner provides a youthful and energetic, if not sometimes unconvincing portrayal, of U.S. Treasury Agent
Elliot Ness. In general, Costner provides
an adequate portrayal. At some points,
however, he sounds and acts more like a
park league baseball team manager whose
team is about to come to bat in the ninth
inning rather than a government agent
whose men are about to risk their lives in

open gunbattle.
Sean Connery is of course Sean
Connery and as Officer{freasury Agent
Jimmy Malone he provides able and muchneeded assistance by making Costner's
performance much · more believable.
Jimmy Malone is the hardnosed Chicago
beat cop who teaches the somewhat naive
Elliot Ness how things are done "the Chicago Way." Connery is not only convincing in his role but ultimately steals the
mantle-of most-beloved good guy from
Costner, leaving Costner's portrayal of the
Elliot Ness character looking like a.somewhat indecisive and immature victim of
circumstance.
Of course, in large measure director DePalma is responsible for the lack of depth in
all the main characters and this particularly
surfaces in his depiction of Elliot Ness. In
today's hurryup/short length environment,
this movie certainly cannot compete with
likes of The God/at her, for either character
development or depth.
But on balance, the Untouchables
is an entertaining and realistic glimpse into
the 1930's, which is worth seeing on the
basis of Robert DeNiro's performance
alone. The movie has other redeeming
qualities as well, including a tolerable level
of graphic violence, a realistic storyline
and, if you get it on video you won ' t have
to sit through the C·Jmmercials in that twohour TV time slot.
Don ' t forget the popcorn.

~r~~~~~~~~~

. ...

Our informal Poll of this weeks Hot Top-Ten Videos!
·suspect >
o.o~A.

·Wao

·:·.:

·

Eddie Murptw: .RAW
street .·
Action Jackson.

•

•·
•
•
•
•
•
•

Full Metal Jacket
Iron Weed ·;.:
NUTS

.. ::.

Cry .Freedom
UkeFather, .Like·S on

Brighton-Allston
Historical Society
Did you know that-

* Brighton was the home ofAmerica's first stockyard?
* That Allston is the only town in the United States
named after an artist?
*NoahThatWorcester,
the founder of the American peace movement,
was Brighton's first postmaster?
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These little known facts were brought to light by the

Brighton-Allston Historical Society.
Join us and become involved in preserving
Brighton-Allston's past.

Public Meetings... Walking Tours ... Research Projects

,----------------------Membership Forms
I

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
407 Washington St.
Brighton Center

MON-THUR 10AM-9PM
FRI & SAT lOAM- lOPM

787-3900

OPEN SUNDAY l 2PM-5PM
EFFECTIVE SEPT. 11

1$i0o-0FF-------------;s~ooFF\

:

Linda's Shear ){citement

:

I
:

$2.00 OFF Wash, Cut and Blow Dry
$5.00 OFF Perms or Highlights
1-3 Hensaw Street Brighton 782-8898
"A Full Service Unisex SalOn"

I
I
:
I

1
I

$~~-O_F!__ ~--~.:!>~2!:V

( )Regular
$ 5.00
( )Patron
$ 25.00
I
( )Sustaining $10.00
( )benefactor $100.00
:
( )Busines.s $15.00
( )Patron
I
Enclosed 1s my check for$
for a year's membership I
in the Brighton-Allston Historical Society.
I
()New ()Renewal ·Membership runs July 1st to June 30th I
Name~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~!I
Address

I

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~1

City_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___:Zip_ _ _ __ I

I

Date
I
Make checks payable to the:Brighton-Allston Historical Society. I
~ail to: P.O. Box 163 Brighton, Ma. 02135.

-----------------------~
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ALLSTON-BRIGHTON DINING GUIDE .
A-8 EATS

Siam Palace: Thai Food Lives On
By Chris Kenneally
From the time it first appeared locally at the
beginning of the 1980's, Thai cuisine has evolved from
rarity to ubiquity; developing a following devoted to such
Thai food highlights as Pad Thai and Tom Kha Gai soup.
And while some of the original excitement over Thai food
has faded a bit, the enjoyment of a well-prepared meal of
exotic origins remains.
Of the several Thai restaurants in AllstonBrighton", Siam Palace Cuisine on Cambridge Street is
one of the longest-standing. This writer last visited Siam
Palace two years ago, and the chance to return was a
welcome one. My recent visit found the restaurant little
changed in that time. Siam Palace serves the basics well
and, in at least one case, chosen from the evening's "specials" list, the restaurant offered an excellent curry dish .
For an appetizer, my companion and I chose to
share an order of "Beef Palace," a half-dozen strips of
thinly-sliced beef, salted and flavored with garlic and
coriander, then fried. The beef strips were curled like bacon
to a light crisp.
Other appetizers include ·the popular "sate,"
skewered beef strips served with a spicy peanut sauce, and
one I look forward to sampling-"Tod Mun." A dish I have
never seen listed in other Thai restaurants, Tod Mun is
described in the menu as "minced bluefish and shrimp
beaten with hot sauce, deep-fried, and served with peanut
cucumber sauce. "
For soup, the "Tom Kha Gai" proved mildly disappointing if only because it was so mild. The best versions
of this spicy chicken soup lead with the spices, then
surprise the palate with delicate coconut. At Siam Palace,
the coconut dominated, rendering the broth milky and
sweet, though the soup was stocked with tender bits of
chicken. "Tom Yum Goong," a hot and sour soup with
shrimp and lemon grass, was perkier, though tears hardly
came to one's eyes.
On a muggy summer's evening, hot and sour
dishes served warm seemed attractive and we chose "Plar
Goong," shrimp spiced with mint, lemon grass, onion and
roasted chili paste. Lying on lettuce leaves, the dish was
colorful and flagrant. The chili was biting, but not overwhelming, and there were plenty of meaty shrimp. The Plar
Goong hit the spot and •vas a delightfulcompanion to a cold
Singha, a slightly sweel Thai beer.
From the evening's specials, we ordered duck in
choo chee curry. Curry dishes are an essential part of a

Workers at the Siam Palace Cuisine on Cambridge Street in Allston.

balanced Thai meal. The choo chee was spicy and interesting, well-suited to the tender.strips of duck. Similar to but
stronger than masaman curry (and minus the peanuts), the
choo chee is hopefully not too rare a special.
"Pad Thai" is a member of that category-like ice
cream and the Grateful Dead-of which some people can
never get enough, while others will simply take it or leave
it. This writer knows a fellow reviewer who spent an entire
day touring Boston's Thai restaurants ordering Pad Thai at
every stop. 'She survived and will even admit to still liking
the dish.
At Siam Palace, the rice noodles in the Pad Thai
were sticky and browned in places, which made even more
frustratin~ the predicament of trying to serve oneself anything less than the whole plate. Otherwise, the verdict
would be "passable but not extraordinary."
·
Our meal, which included coffee and a round of
Singhas, came to $31.50, quite reasonable for the amount

7 Stars Restaruant
Taj Mahal of India
1215 Comm . Ave .. , Allston
Serving fine Indian food at
very reasonable prices. Open
Mon-Sat 11 :30 am to 11 pm ,
Sunday noon-11 pm

787-2141

151 Brighton Ave .. Allston
New multi-national menu.
Open 5:30 am-4 pm M- Sat ..
breakfast & lunch , Greek-style
menu. Open 5:30-10 :30 pm
for dinner wfth new Brazilian
cuisine' Sunday & holiday
hours : 6:30 am-2:30 pm &
5:30 pm to 10 :30 pm .

254-9749

Barbeque.s International

129 Brighton Ave .. Allston
A unique barbeque
restaurant. Open 7 days
Eat in or Take out!

call 782-6669

,...

Our House

12n Commonwealth Ave.
Dinner serwd until 1:30am
Mon-Sat. Dinner menu
features beef, seafood &
chicken entr"Qes from $5.75 to
$9.75 & a variety of nightly
specials. Sun . brunch
11 :30-4:00

782-3228

Captain Zaippo 's
568 Cambridge St .. Allston
Inexpensive , homestyle
food served in a relaxed
family atmosphere .
Breakfast, lunch & dinner
served daily from
l am to 9pm.

Vlaho's Restaurant
8 Tremont Street, Brighton
A variety of fine seafood,
broiled or deep-fried in
vegetable oil for better
taste. Under new management. Open Mon-Sat
11-9. Eat in ot take out.

254-5555

Derek Szabo photo

and variety of food . The surroundings at Siam Palace-native prints and knick-knacks on exposed brick wallsare simple and lend the restaurant, which seats approxi_mately 40, a light, uncluttered air. Service was polite.
though we felt a bit rushed, particularly when the entrees
arrived hot on the heels of our soup.
Siam Palace Cuisine is located at 379 Cambridge St. in Allston. Telephone: 783-2434. Lunch is served
Monday through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., with
dinner from 5 to lOp.m. OnSundays, onlydinnerisserv~. ,
Master Card and Visa are accepted, but there is a $10
minimum. Take-out is also available.

"A-B Eats" is a weekly review oflocal restaurants by the ·
Journal. The .opinions-good or bad--are of the reviewer,
and are intended to give our·readersafeelfor area restau- ·
rants. Visits to the restaurants are done anonymously, a'nd
no compensption is provided by the establishments.

Deli King

Allston Depot
353 Cambridge St., Allston
Restaurant and bar. Lunch
and dinner served from
11 :30am to 1Opm.
Ample parking .
783-2300

1223 Comm . Ave ., Allston
(corner of Harvard Ave .)
Home made cooking . Daily
breakfast, lunch & dinner
specials . Party platters, hotcold . Subs by the foot. Open 7
days , Mon-Sat: 5:30 am10 pm , Sun 6:30 am- 10 pm

254-6137

Brighton Seafood
60 Wash ington St ,Brighton
(corner of Comm . Ave .)
Daily lunch & dinner specials.
Open Mon- Wed 11am-9pm .
Thurs-Sat 11am-10pm .
Take out orders available.

734-0920

First
Thai
Seafood

j

Dragon Chef
411 Washi ngton St ..
Brighton Center
Serving take-out Ch inese
food seven days a week
from 11am to 1am.
Call 782-6500

Union Market Station
17 Nichols Ave .. Watertown
Complete menu of fresh seafood, beef & Italian specialties .
"Early Arrival Specials" from
$6.95 served Mon-Thurs: 4:30-j
?pm & on Sun from noon-4 :30.
Open 7 days, Mon-Sat:
11 :30am-1 pm , Sun : 12- 9pm

923-0480

59 JFK St.
Harvard
Square

868-1866

Subscribe
to the
Journal.••
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HELP WANTED
OFFICE HELP

TRAFFIC TECHNICIAN

Boston Tea Party

Good phone & typing skills.
Credit background helpful.
Pleasent working conditions.
Please call 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

FULL-TIME PART-TIME TECHNICIANS
NEEDED TO COLLECT TRAFFIC DATA
FOR A GROWING NEW ENGLAND FIRM
LOCATED IN ALLSTON-BRIGHTON. LOCATED IN ALLSTON-BRIGHTON. VARIED
HOURS AVAILABLE TO FIT WITH YOUR
SCHEDULE. SALARY IS $7.25 PER HOUR
PLUS $.30 MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT.
MUST HA VE AUTO. EXCELLENT COMPANY BENEFITS.

Offers Summer and Fall Employment
• Van Drivers
• Tour Guides
• Gift Shop Personnel

617-843-1898

CALL JOHN SPENCE AT 783-7000
DIRECTOR OF DATA
COLLECTION

Apply to or call
Boston Tea Party Ship and Museum
Congress Street Bridge Boston

SALESPERSON
PART TIME/FULL TIME. EXCELLENT
COMMISSION.

L VONS COMPANY

VANASSE HANGEN BRUSTLIN, INC.
IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

338-6610

6481070

I Kennedy Memorial Hospital

APPOINTMENT
SECRETARY/
RECEPTIONIST

Dept. of Social Work
Seeking, PART-TIME, AM, CHILD
CARE POSITION, Two hours per week.
Opportunity for collaboration with
professional staff. Excellent Salary and
opportunity for learning.
Call 254-3800 Ext. 456

Entry level position
in growing group
dental practice.
Washington Square
area of Brookline.
Call between BAM
and5PM

§'Wwin9 <youn9 Company

Needs counter persons, order pullers
stock clerks, excellent salary and
benefits package with flexible hours.
Call Fred Mandel at 923-0500 8/4xl

9wE.~ o((icE. tad:.1.. 9hi1. (uff timE. {u.f[ bmE.(111. po1.ilion incfudE.1., 2

wuk1. pa.id uacation, 15 pa.id. hoful.ay1., company pa.id hudth-dE.ntafJi.ou foun di1.abUily and li.(E. in1.MancE., a1. wdf a!\. /nc{il J!i.a'll.nfj and
-~

di.1.cmiona>t!J bonM pfan1..

fl( you. au 1.u.k.in.9 a cau:u oppouunlly, au: wdl o"1]anlu.J., a fa1.t
Multi Service
Counselor

1

f

fE.awu and would mjoy wo.J.in9 in. a ca1.ua.f b-u.t a1.t pa.cul. uzui'WnmE.nt., apply now.

Shelter in Cambridge for homeless
alcoholic men and
woman. Rotating
shifts, in service
education.
Call Mr. Winpoor.

Calf dl!{1.. dl!{£Paufin at 782-4882
8/4xl

661-0600

The following positions are availableat:

Wellesley Country Club

.----

r

1.ukin9 an wH9dic pE.'t1.0n a.b[E. to

takE. on 'tE.1.pon1.tblliliB (o't pu.~a1.in9, accounfa payab[E. and 1.omE.

277-3100

Automotive
warehouse co.

£1.

Medical
Secretary/
· Receptionist

Stitcher
Growing Young Company is seeking
an energetic person able to handle
power machine stitching and some
general sewing room tasks. This fFll
time full benefits position includes, 2
weeks paid vacation, 15 paid holidays, company paid health-dentalshort term disability and life insurance, as well as profit sharing and
discretionary bonus plans.
If you are seeking a career opportunity, are well organized, a fast
learner and would enjoy working in a
casual but fast paced environment.,
apply now.
Call Ms. McPartlin at 782-4882
8/4xl

A warm. friendly
Waltham and
Brookline office is
lookingh for he~p.
Needed: A good
telephone voice.
typing skills and
willingness to
ieam. Salary com·
mensurate with
experience. Call
891-3311
8/4xl

·Line Cooks
• Pantry Personnel
• Dishwashers

Experience required:
Contact Mark at 235-7333

I

I

AUTO BODY
TECHNICIAN
Full Time.
Top Pay.
Experienced Only.

662 ..8776
8/4xl

Manicurist/
Scupltured
Nail Artist
Exciting Up-scale
Salon in Newton
Busy Clientelle

332-6545
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
Auto Repair

Disposal

Painting

Michael J.
Hynes
Auto Repair

••••••••••

R&J Painting

••••••••••
• Body wotk
• Painting estim.ates
• Insurance claim
specialists
• Celll,tlar phones
sold & installed

7'34-6747
10 Redford Street
Allston, MA 02134

•••••••••••

Cellars-Garages
Yards-Attics
Building Material

R.J. Stevenson
Electrician

• Coin Operated

. ·All types of
electrical work
• Promp, professional service
• Reasonable
rates
• Mass. State
License #E25672

Construction

Remodeling
Sun Spaces
Interior/Exterior
Residential Work
Custom Quality
Call Tom Fernandes

566-1622

Api1rn6ms,' Condos

Estimate$, Co!Jipetitive Rates

It's Dependable, it's Amazing

Call: 254-1026

r:J

ill

Construction
West Side
Construction Inc.
Complete
Remodeling Services
Kitchens•Batbs
Decks•Siding
Roofs• Additions
Top Quality Work.
Free Estimates.

Matt 288-8283

When asked for one word that describes
the Amazing Wall & Floor Co., Steve Griffiths has a quick answer: "super dependable."
"'If we say we'll be there, we'll be
there," says Rev. Griffiths, who also heads up
the Comrmini.ty United Methodist Church in
Brighton. "You can depend on it."
Now in its second year of operation,
the small Brighton-based company is rapidly
expanding. A new branch of the firm is opening in Lynn and employees are also doing work
for developers in Connecticut.
"We offer quality craftmanship at reasonable prices," says Griffiths, "and we back our
work 100 percent. The contractors and developers we've worked with will testify to that."
In addition to floor installation and sanding,
the company also does dry wall taping, a serv-

greg
treleaven
carpenters
Craftsmanship is
everything.

Ask about interest
free replacement
windows.

337-4022

;Full Contracting Services
•Additions
• Renovations
•Decks
• Windows/Exterior
• Basement & Attic

Renovatioos
All work guaranteed
Fully Insured

438-4354

WlCKS MASONRY
CONSTRUCTION
Steps
Walkways ..

Patios
Walls

~·
.

All types of
masonry work

787-4366

Boston Design

~

267-6266

•Quality Work
•Free Estimates
Tar & Gravel.
Rubber, Shingle
also Painting &
Siding.

Call Martin
472-2951

Ro~fing Co.

Flat Roofs
Free Inspections &
Estimates
Fully Insured
Residential &
Commercial

265-6613

244-5909

Skyline

PAINTING

Commercial

Brick & Stone Lintel
Exterior Landscape
Construction

734-5099
lnued-Free Estimates
Rexx Kidd

265-6519

\...

Health Services

ETC FLOOR SERVICE

Preferred Lock

DON BA/A

F.oors Professionally
Sanded. Repaired,
Layed, Refinished.
All types of wood

408 Market St.
Brighton Center
Master Locksmiths
Offering mobil service
residential, commercial,
& automotive
• keys cut while you wait
• lock instat1ations
• 24-hr. emergency
serrioe

F.W.O.
Therapy Ctr.

"Old floors milde
like new"
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured
Free Estimates
24 hr. Service
Call 569-6311
889--0167

FORTIN & SONS
ROOFING
CONTRACTORS

Attorney
at Law

Specialize in
Goodyear EPDM
Rubber Roofing,
Slate Roofing &
repairs, & all kinds
of gutters and gutter
repairs. Call for free
estim ate : 254-8220

DISC JOCKEY
Music for all Occassions

(617)782-5152
410 Washington
Street
Brighton, MA
02135

Seated therapeutic
--..., massage: only 111
1-hr. massage for
women: only
(Now 'Iii Jan. 30, 88.)

m.

Hours

~

appointment.

410 Washington St.
Brighton Ctr.

783-4350

CB/1782-1151

782-7575

Joe Hogan

TV Service

ru';lt;'J8i;rtrv1
I Sates & Service I
Color & Black & White I
I VCRs. Stereos,
I Out-Door Antennas I
I
Our Work
I
I · Guaranteed I
I Colm Fagan, Prop. I
I Master TecluiiciJJ11 I
can 782-8915 1
:
$10 Discount
I
._

w/this Ad!

Movers

' \¥Mzgr~
a - oo
MOVING
SERVICE INC.
•MOVING
•PACKING
•STORAGE

527-8698
NEWTON, MA

566-6054

11

~-----""
Wallpapering

Upholstery

fremenway

BJainling
Specializing in Interior
& Exterior Residential,
Commercial
Quality Preparation
Condos• Apartments•
Offices ·
Insured
Free Estimates

Music

Roofers ·

#1 For All Your
Roofing Needs!

•BUILDERS-CONTRACTORS-

New Construction &
Renovation, Including:
•Dormers
•Additions
•Porches
•Bathrooms
·Kitchens

C'Yna.dweeney

• Interior/Exterior
• Paper Hanging
• Faux Finishes
References

COLONIAL
MASONRY

& Construction

Legal Services

Crystal
Roofing

396-4673

ice increasingly in demand. There are presently 12 employees, several of whom are
trained both in dry wall taping and floor work.
Griffiths started the company with
his wife, Denise, and their Cambodian partner, Soeun Sorth, to help parishioners who
needed work develop marketable skills. They
found many with experience that was easily
transferable to the construction industry, particularly in floors and walls, and find demand
for their services growing as satisfied contractors and developers come back for more. As
Griffiths puts it, "It's turned out to be one
dynamite little company."
If your home or office needs floor
installation and sanding or dry wall taping,
give Amazing Wall and Floor Company a
call at 787-4721.

Locksmiths

Floors

ORNERSTONE
BUILDERS

FERREIRA
UPHOLSTERY SHOP
55 Summer Street
Somerville, MA, 02143

626-3810. 625-1729

Custom Upholstery
Furniture Repairs

-

.

Fiil Jnsuranoe, Free

••••••••••

The Cleaning
Place

Call: 547-7868

and

Reasonable Rates
787-9281

Electricians

. • Professional Dry
Cleaning • Shirt
Service • One day
service on shirts &
dry cleaning• We
have lower dry
cleaning prices!

Sp11Qalizing i~ W~papering
.Quality Painting
lnlel;.iolrJxtri>(.:Resklential,

Free Esimates

Cleaning

Laundry

~

WALSH
REMOVAL

Antique Restoration
Slip Covers
Refinishing
Free Piclc Up & Ddivery
Free Eitimates

AMAZING FLOOR
SANDING

~

r~
QUALITY WAU.PAPER

llSTALUTION

of hardwood flooring

787-4721
~.MA

265-0170

Copying

The
D.J Snyder

Co.
ALL Aspects

Sales, inslllllation & finishing

Free estimates
Insured workmen

Landscaping

. ....

~·

of Tree Work .

..

Call 244-6819
Fully Insured
Free Estimates
An Investment
Thal Grows

High speed, high
quality copying
Resumes, business
·cards, wedding
invitations
410 Washington St.
Brighton Center

254-4046
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Boundary

~·

Continued from page I
one indication that Boston College cannot
be trus ted as a "good neighbor" is the fact
that the school has pursued a retail books tore outlet in a row of stores at the corner
of Lake Street and Commonwealth Avenues. Residents maintain that the store will
mainl y be there fo r the benefit of college
students from Boston College dorms, and
is an example of institutional expansion.
"You wouldn't want us to encroach on your campus, and we don' t want
you to encroach into our ne ighborhood ,"
Alford told BC officials before leaving
Monday 's meeting. "We have had enough
of this."
"Why has BC insisted on going
ahead with this, given the amount of opposi tion that has been rai sed hcre7 " asked
Brighton Alls ton Improvement Association member Robert Tarpey. "Decisions
can always be reversed, and this is one that
should have been done months ago."
McKeigue insis ted that the outcry
against the books tore did not begin until
the school had signed its lease with Martin
Grealish, owner of the row of buildings.
Because the school has a three-year lease
and has done extensive work on the store,
McKeigue said it is too la te for Boston
College to pull out now. She also stressed
that the school only plans to use the o utlet
as a temporary measure while a permanent
structure is built on the campus.
Regardless, both sides agree that
the boundary issue itself is of the most
concern rig ht now, mainly because it has
s tonewalled furthe r talks on Boston
College's master plan for future develop-

\

If the LUCK Neighborhood Association has its way, the Boston College trolley line will serve as the boundary over which Boston
College cannot cross for futur e development projects.
Derek Szabo photo

ment. The master plan is the reason the task
force was formed in the first place, but
critics of BC say no agreements can be
made until a reasonable boundary is
mapped out.
For Galvin , who said the 60-day
grace period proposed by Boston College
"is nonsense," the solution is simple: until
th e sc hool co mplies with the
neighborhood' s wishes, the Boston Redevelopment Authority and other city agencies should deny any building permits for
the Boston campus.

"We have made abs0lutely no
progress [on the boundary] and the reason
is that BC is not willing to make any
concessions whatsoever," Galvin said.
"Any language which says you ' re going to
have a 60-day waiver means absolutely
nothing. Would they have accepted such
an agreemen t with Mr. Grealish on the
lease of the store? Of course not. And
there's no reason why we should be expected to do the same."
Given the lac k of progress at
Monday's meeting, Mayor's Office of

Neighborhood Services official Judith
Bracken has set up a tentative meeting with
Boston College officials, task force me mbers, and Boston Redevelopment Authority Director Stephe n Coyle for later this
month. Bracken- who told McKeigue s he
was "disappointed" with the school's 60day proposal- said she hopes the meeting
with Coyle wi ll break the stalema te between the two sides.
The two sides will meet for their
nex t official task force meeting on August
29th at 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Businessman:
Are your Medical or Blue Cross/Blue
Shield Rates going through the roof!
We at Business Benefits have the
solution! We have special Medical
& Dental plans available, at favorable
rates, for groups of 3-100 e1nployees
for the Allston-Brighton area.
PJcasc call or Fax your information. Ask for John or
Jeri. Phone 617-740-2410, Fax# 617-740-2372.
Please mail or Fax us your coupon

.----------------------,
I
I

For info mail or Fax to:
Business Benefits Co.
IO Industrial Park Road
Hingham, Ma. 02043
Business Nam e:
Address:

#E mpl oyees:
Person to contact:

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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