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And the Walls Come Tumbling Down ...
By Joe Clements
The demolition of a Chestnut Hill
A venue house last week, occuring on the heels of
a proposal to tear down two nearby houses for a
31-unit condominium project, has Cleveland
Circle residents concerned over the preservation
of homes in their neighborhood.
The incidents come at a time when
residents are supposed to be gaining tighter
controls over development through the Interim
Planning Overlay District (IPOD) plan. But
while passage of IPOD appears imminent,
critics of the condominium project at 1863
Commonwealth A venue fear it may be
exempted from the tougher zoning regulations
imposed under the IPOD system.
"It's frustrating," said Circle/Reservoir
Community Association (CRCA) member
Larry Englisher. "To me, it feels like I spent all
this time meeting (to form the IPOD plan), and
its all been for nothing."
Because developers Michael Seidner
and Robert Albert submitted plans for their $3.7
million, 5.5-story building to the city in May,
they appear to have beat the deadline under
which new projects are subject to !POD
Continued on page 5

Members of the Circle/Reservoir Community Association in front of 1863 Commonwealth Ave., which is in
danger of being demolished. The civic group is against having the bouse- and others in the area- torn down.
From left, Paul Tomkavage, Joe Feiner, Nancy Perlmutter and Hele~ Pillsbury.
Den:ik Szabo photo

Group Home
Proposal
Causes Stir

New Library
in Allston's
Future?

By Bill Toole

By Karen Schwartz

A plan to tum a Menlo Street house into
a group home for emotionally disturbed
teenagers is sparking anxiety and resentment
among neighbors of the proposed Brighton site.
Delphi Health Management, a Quincy
firm contracted by the state to run a group home
for the youngsters, formally takes over the
seven-bedroom, one-family house at 6 Menlo
Street this week and, pending the city's granting
of a conditional use variance, will move eight
teenagers to the site sometime in August.
Residents living near the house argue
that their neighborhood is already too densely
populated to accommodate the patients and
staffers who would occupy the building. They
say they worry that the troubled teenagers could
not be adequately supervised in such a setting
and they complain that residents of Menlo Street
have still not received any official information
about the group home proposal.
Delphi, however, contends the site is
ideal for a group home and that the youngsters
will pose no threat to the neighborhood.
·
Calling the group home concept "less
expensive and more humane" than institutional
care, Delphi founder and president Dr. Ronald
Hersch argued, "Everbody is frightened of
something they don'tknow about. But we're not
bringing monsters into the community ... .If these

Six years after budget cuts forced closure of
the Boston Public Library's Allston branch, there
appears to be movement towards re-establishing a
library for the area. In fact, one BPL official says
privately that Allston tops a list of city neighborhoods
slated for new libraries over the next several years.
On record, library administrators are more
reserved about Allston's chances. BPL Assistant
Director Liam Kelly said that while a local branch "has
been identified as one of the projects appropriate in
terms of service," there have been no demographic
studies substantiating that, nor are there any concrete
plans to create a library for the community in the near
future.
But Kelly did confirm that establishment of
an Allston library was among a list of the library
system's upcoming needs submitted to the city's
Office of Capital Planning last month. The submission
is part of the Flynn administration's five-year, $799
million Capital Improvement Plan.
Jane Manthome, BPL assistant director of
communications and community relations, describes
the submission as "a wish list," to which no dollar
amount was attached. Among other needs included,
for example, was a replacement facility for the
outmoded branch library at Uphams Comer in
Dorchester.
But at the Capital Planning Office,
spokeswoman Cynthia Strout said $10,000 has been

Continued on page 9

Trophy winners Nicole and Joe McWhinnie, ages 6 and
5, joined hundreds of other Allston-Brighton
youngsters at the 45th annual Allston VFW Post 669.
Fourth of July Field Day last Saturday at Smith Field.
For a complete story and more pictures on the
festivities, see page 11.
Derek Szabo photo

Continued on page 8
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JOURNALBRIEFS...
Yelena's to
seek new
liquor license

Fidelis Way Housing Development on
August lOth, also from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m.. Everything is free, and all are
welcome to take part.

HAMMING IT UP

Despite losing in a previous
attempt, the owners of Yelena's
Restaurant in Brighton Center will be
trying once again to obtain a liquor
license for the Washington Street
establishment. The Boston Licensing
Board has scheduled a meeting for July
21st at 2 p.m. at the Veronica Smith
Senior Center on Chestnut Hill A venue
to hear testimony on owner Marat
Kener's latest effort.
Kener is trying to purchase
the liquor license of a downtown
restaurant which recently closed. The
seven-day license would allow him to
Area artist Gary Kirby reaches to hog heaven as he paints an enormous swine
serve hard alcohol as well as beer and
on the side of ''Rosie O'Grady's Blind Pig Saloon" on Market Street in
wine at Yelena's, which features
Brighton Center Monday afternoon.
Derek Szabo photo
Russian cuisine.
"I hope it will work out this ...__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___.
time for us," Kener said Wednesday.
He failed last year to convince
residents to allow him to purchase the
liquor license of an establishment on
Soldier's Field Road in Brighton.
Residents opposed the license because
they said it would attract too many
people to the Brighton Center area,
causing parking problems and noise
late at night.

PAL Sportsmobile is coming to Town
The Boston Police Department's
Police Athletic League (PAL) brings
its Sportsmobile to Brighton next
Monday, July 13th. The van will be at
the Faneuil Housing Development on
Faneuil Street from 10 a .m. to 3 p.m.,
with organizers handing out

refreshments, t-shirts and prizes to all
youngsters who show up.
The Sportsmobile will also
feature sports equipment, music and
games. This will be the frrst of two
stops in Allston-Brighton for the
Sportsmobile, which will also be at the

Free Produce for
Local Seniors
An idea which took: root in the
Massachusetts Legislature this spring
will mean free fresh produce for
Allston-Brighton seniors this summer.
Thanks to an $18,000 appropriation,
free coupons will be available for the
community's low-income elderly to be
used at the Brighton Farmer's Market
when it opens later this month.
Using the $5 coupons will be
made easier by a free bus which will
transport seniors to and from the
Farmer's Market, which starts July
25th at the Bank of Boston parking lot
on Chestnut Hill Avenue. The bus will
travel throughout Allston-Brighton.
More coupons, to be
distributed at the Senior Center and
local elderly housing developments,
will be available in September. The
appropriation was passed with the
efforts of State Sen. Michael Barrett
and State Reps. Kevin Honan and
William Galvin. The Farmer's Market,
which features fruits, vegetables and
flowers from area farms, will be held
each Saturday. Hours will be 9:30a.m.
to 2:30p.m.

Something New at The Allston Depot...
WET YOUR
WHISTLE.

Get On the Right Track at

The Allston Depot
With the New Menu that Features
All Your Favorites:
New York Sirloin
Fresh Fish Fry
The Best Burgers around
Nachos
Chicken & Ribs
Plus Specials & Much More!!!

Here's Your Ticket for Family , Food & Fun...

Order 2 Entrees, receive the lower

"APPY HOUR"

Priced

FREE

($12.00 Max.)

Every Weekday 4-7 pm
at Allston's Best Bar & Lounge.
• 1/2 Price Appetizers
• Free Hors D'Ouvres
• Great Drinks
• Wide Screen TV

THE ALLSTON DEPOT
353 Cambridge Street End ofHarvardAve.
783-2300. Ample free parking.

5% Tax + 15% gratuity based on origin~ check total. Not

valid in conjunction with other promotions. Valid anytime.
Expires 12-31-87.
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Bill Britt at hi<; encampment near the Chestnut Hill Reservoir in Brighton
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Bill Britt Still Putting up Fight
to Save his Hermit Home
By Joe Clements
For a man who has Jived 20 years on a
dumpster diet and a two-figure annual income, most
people would agree that Brighton's Bill Britt, the
Hermit of the Chestnut Hill Reservoir, has come
awfully far in the past six months.
The guest appearance on Letterman. A
planned TV-movie of his life by Mickey Rooney.
Hobnobbing with rock star Huey Lewis. Interviews
and stories by virtually every popular magazine, wire
service, and television station around, both locally
and nationally. It seems Britt has it made.
But such is not the case, according to Britt
himself. After rejecting Rooney's contract offer of"a
couple of thousand dollars- an insult," Britt hasn't
heard from the midget movie mogul since. He is still
penniless, still eating dumpster food, still the Hennit
Britt, though, says he doesn't really mind
reverting back to his familiar lifestyle. But the
Metropolitan District Commission, whose land he has
been fighting to stay on for the last several years,
minds very much and is planning to drag Britt from his
encampment tommorow if he hasn't voluntarily left
"We all wish Mr. Britt would go peacefully,
but if he's going to force a confrontation, there's
nothing we can do about it," MDC spokeswoman
Ellen Mayoue said this week. "His time is up."
Britt vows he will stay and fight, even though
he is legally blind and says he is extremely exhausted
from the legal battles and media blitz that have
dominated his existence since February.
"If I could climb up on a cloud and just rest,
I'd feel pretty good," Britt said during a lengthy
interview with the Journal Sunday. "But that's not the
real world I've been put off this land many times
before. I've seen my dogs killed, I've been put in jail.
And there is no reason to think that it's not going to
happen again. ..But I will be ready."
In some respects, Britt said he is grateful for
the attention he has received. Through the news
stories, his children were able to locale their long-lost
father, and Britt now visits with his daughter often.
The trip to the April 30th Letterman show was "very
enjoyable," he added, although he said it only merits
a 'six' on a scale of one to 10.
Letterman "is certainly excellent at what he
does," Britt said. "I'd like to try to match wits with him
again sometime."
Britt made the trip to New York
accompanied by his daughter and some local press.
Their booking at the Mayflower Hotel was originally
screwed up, as was their limosine ~de to the 5:30p.m.

DOMINO'S
PIZZA

taping of the show. But once backstage with Huey
Lewis ("a very genial gentleman"), and then later on
at the show, Britt said things went fine.
"When I carne off, the producer told me I was
'Sensational,' and when I got back in the Green Room,
the people gave me a round of applause," Britt said.
"Everyone was very friendly."
By the time Letterman carne around,
however, the TV-movie with Mickey Rooney was
looking quite dim, Britt said. Rooney first contacted
the Hermit after seeing him on Channel 5 one day in
mid-March. The pair held a dinner meeting at Jacob
Wirth's that night, at which time Britt claims Rooney
promised him 10 percent of the royalties of a movie
that would gross "about $15 million."
But Britt did not sign a contract because, he
said, it didn't seem like good sense to sign a contract
without looking it over. He said he was also concerned
about Rooney's characterization of Britt's life.
"I certainly think it's a good story - I
suppose my life is quite unique," Britt said. "But it's
not God walking on water, and that's the way he was
talking."
Rooney called a press conference at the Ritz
Carlton the next day, but Britt was not invited to it
And sometime later, one of Britt's friends at Channel
5 was sent a contract from Hollywood that had the
more subdued offer of a few thousand dollars. Britt
refused to sign it, and said now he almost wishes
Rooney had left him alone.
"What hurts me the most is that people think
Mickey Rooney is going to make me a millionaire,"
Britt said. "I certainly do not want to harm him. I
appreciate the dinner, and I realize he is a legend, but
he has done nothing whatsoever for me. If anything, I
am poorer financially now than I waS when I met

254-4800

783-5930

177 Brighton Ave.

435 Fanueil St.

Allston

Oak Square

Mon.-Thurs.
4:00pm-1:OOam

Open seven
days:

Fri.-Sat.

4:00pm-Midnight

11 :00am-2:00am

Sun.
11 :OOam-1:OOam

VB righton Dry
Cleaners

&

~

Tailors

66 Washington Street Brighton, MA

Telephone: 2n-6023
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 7.00 to 7.00
ALL DRY CLEANING & ALTERATIONS
ARE DONE ON PREMISES
SAME DAY SERVICE

Wedding gowns
Leather garments
Drapes--cov~rs
Down jackets--pillows

Free Storage
for Clothes
._0_ ry_C_l_ean_ed_,

"DRYCLEANING SPECIALS"
Plain 2 pc. suit $4.50
~

"ALTERATION SPECIALS"
Shorten trousers $4.00

A

him."

To Britt, that is the bottom line to all the
media attention. The People Magazine story did not
stop the MDC from its threat to take him from the land
he has fought over for so long. The television
appearances did not help when his wigwam and all his
possessions were set ablaze in early May, a fue he
believes was set by "the government." In short, Britt
said he is no better off today than he was when he set
off for the Mayflower Hotel two months ago, or when
he met Rooney for dinner in March.
"I appreciate it that people are interested, but
in the real world, I still have so much to do and no one
to help me do it," he said. "In the real world, my woods
are shrinking day by day, and as my woods shrink, so
does Bill Britt."

~

·=:::{;:;::

If it's going on in Allston-Brighton,
we want to hear about it. ..
••.Call us at 254-0334 and spread
the word!
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POLICE STORY...
grabbed the keys from the suspect's automobile.
Allabidy then allegedly proceeded 10 fight with the
victim, kicking him and injuring the man's hand.
Upon police arrival, Allabidy was in a
nearby convenience store where police apprehended
him. Police suspected the man of being under the
influence of alcohol, but Allabidy refused 10 take a
breathalyzer test He was transported to Boston Police
Station 14 in Brighton Center.

Woman
Residing in
Auto found
Dead

•••

A Brookline woman who had reportedly
been living in an automobile on Corey Road in
Brighton for the past sevecal weeks was found dead

nearby the vehicle Sunday e~ening. While a cause of
death has not been detecmined, police say foul play
does not appear to be involved.
Joan Chin, described as an Oriental woman
in her 30's, was found lying unconcious on the ground
near195 Corey Road with blood about her nose and
mouth. The blood may have occured from a cardiac
arrest, police speculated.
One witness reported that a man said to be
living in the vehicle with the woman had dragged the
woman from the mid-1970's Buick moments before
she was found at around 9:30p.m. The man, who gave
a Massachusetts Mental Health facility as his address,
was on the scene when the officers arrived. He was
taken into custody, but was not charged in the
incident, police said.
In recent weeks, residents living in the area
had observed the woman living in the vehicle, and had
reported it to police several times. An autopsy to
detennine the exact cause of death is underway.

•••
A 32-year-old Medford man has been
arrested in connection with the anned robbery last
month of the Brighton Apothecacy phannacy on
Washington Sttcct in Bri~ton. James J. Hufna~e. of
Joseph Street in Medford, was arrested at his home
last Tuesday morning, police said.
The arrest was made by Boston Police
Deleetives and Medford Police at around 11 a.m. as
Hufnagle exited his home. He was transported to
Station 14 in Brighton and charged with the June 18th

HOME

~HARDWARE

~Paints, Building and
Plumbing Supplies
181 Brighton Avenue
Brighton Plaza
Allston, MA 02134
Tel. 254-3662

daytime robbery of the Brighton phannacy, which
ironically is within sight of Station 14.

•••

Two teenagers, one a Brighton resident, were arrested
early last Tuesday in connection with larceny of a
motor vehicle. According to police, the pair were
observed in a car parked on Faneuil Street at about
4:30 am., attempting to install a radio. The officers
approached and asked for a driver's license, at which
time one of the youths, a 17-year-old from Roxbury,
produced a junior operator's permit A subsequent
check of the vehicle revealed that it had been stolen,
police said. Both suspects, including the Brighton
youth, aged 16, were arrested and charged with
receiving stolen goods.

•••
A 38-year-old Brighton man was arrested
and charged with assault and battery with a dangerous
weapon last Thursday afternoon. Police say Yahia
Allabidy ofOtestnut Hill Avenue was spotted driving
erratically on Beacon Street in Brighton at about 2:30
p.m.
The suspect allegedly rammed a vehicle in
front of 2000 Beacon Street before stopping and
jumping from his Cadillac sedan, at which point the
driver of the vehicle which was hit jumped out and

CAFiBRAZIL
Lunch o Dinner

"The long Ust of beef, chicken,
porte and seqfood entrees is dominated

bJI rich.ftlllng preparations."

Cafe 8ruU

Boston police arrested an Allston man
Friday and charged him with possession of a
controlled substance (marijuana). According to
police, 21-year-old Vatana Sangkan of Seattle Street
was observed on Quint Avenue at about 2 p.m. Police,
maintaining the man is a known housebreaker and was
in an area that has had several burglaries recently,
approached the suspect and ultimately searched him.
Police allege Sangkan was found with a
metal pipe in his pocket and packet of an herbal
substance believed to be marijuana; he was
transported 10 Station 14. The herbs were taken to a
state lab for analysis.

• •• •

While answering a call of a woman
screaming in the area of Ransom and Colbome Roads
in Cleveland Circle last Friday, Boston police arrested
a 28-year-old Allston man and charged him with
violation of the drug laws. Police allege they observed
Dennis Sullivan, 28, of Brighton Avenue acting
suspiciously. then claim they saw him drop a needle
and syringe to the ground. He was placed under arrest
at the scene.

•••
Boston police arrested two people at the
comer of Harvard and Brighton Avenues in AUston
Saturday night, charging the pair with possession of a
Class 'B' substance (cocaine).
According 10 the arresting officers, John M.
Manning, 31, address unknown, and Jill Brennan, 24,
of Brook Street. Andover, were spotted siuing in a red
sedan acting suspiciously. When approaching the car,
police say, Manning was seen with a straw, a tape with
white powder, and a card, at which time he tried to put
it under the front seat of the automobile. Manning was
arrested, as was Brennan, who allegedly had in her
possession a packet of a white powdery substance,
believed to be cocaine.
Community Service Officer's Report
Boston Police Officer Joe Parker
Community Service Officer for Allston-Brighton',
reports there were 31 houses and 17 motor vehicles
entered into locally last week with articles taken. In
addition, seven people were arrested for operating
under the influence of alcohol and four people were
charged with public drinking.

* • V.

Robert l.eYeT Ill Tfle Boston Globe
Th~y. llarch 26, 1987

Mooreguard Latex
Housepaint
our low $14.60 gal.

WITH THIS AD
$13.49 gal.
STANDARD COLdRS ONLY

Serving from 11:30 A.M.
Dinner Menu after 4:00 P.M.
421 Cambridge Street, Allston,
MA
617-789-5980
Mastercard and Visa accepted

szabo
photography
editorial. ..parties ... public relations
aerial...promos ...custom black and
white services
derek szabo 782-6011
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Walls

It may be too late to address
neighborhood concerns over the
building at 276 Chestnut Hill Avenue,
however. After obtaining a demolition
pennit from the city, owner John
Rowley of West Roxbury wasted no
time in having the woodshingle home
reduced to a pile of rubble within a
day's lime last week.
Rowley, who did not return
the Jownar s phone calls, has applied
for a 12-unit private parking garage for
the site, which is just around the comer
from 1863 Comm. Ave. But while

Coatiaued from page 1

qulations. The deadline date is June
to
Boston
6th,
according
Redevelopment Authority officials.
CRCA members opposing
lbe building claim it would impact on
lbe density of the area, be out of
character with smaller homes nearby,
and would exacerbate a bad parking
situation in Oeveland Circle because
only 24 parking spaces are planned.
"It'sjust one ofa series of new
developments that are overloading the
area," CRCA member Helen Pillsbury
said. "It's 100 congested already, and
Ibis will only make it worse."
Alben said he is surprised to
bear of strong opposition to the
building, maintaining the structure
would be designed to fit in with its
surroundings. The plan calls for a
stucco exterior and red tile roof, with
lhe building constructed in a manner to
make its size appear smaller, Alben
said.
As proposed, Albert and
Seidner hope to tear down buildings at
1863 Comm. Ave. and 144 Strathmore
Road - which are adjacent to each
ocher-and use the 14,000 square foot
lot left over to construct their building.
Of lhe 31 units, eight would be onebedroom units and the remaining 23
would be two-bedroom units.
The building would feature an
outdoor balconies for each unit, plus an
exercise room and sauna. Prices for the
one-bedroom units would range
between $125,000 and $175,000,
while two-bedroom units would cost
$160,000to$225,000. Iftheir project is
approved by the city, which is currently
reviewing the building plans, the
developers hope to begin construction

"H they have any ideas
about going high-rise,
they can forget about
"t "

I '

Going, going...
by this autumn, with completion next
spring.
Opponents of the building
hope that won't happen, however. If
the city says a variance is required,
CRCA members vow they will fight to
have the Board of Zoning Appeals
deny the variance. If the developers
lose, those familiar with IPOD say the
project would then be subject to the
new restrictions, which include a 35foot height limit and a requirement of
two parking spaces per unit for projects
with 10 units or more.
Critics of the building are also
angry because the developers failed to
approach residents prior to submitting
their plans to the building department
Albert said no meeting was called
because they were unsure what the
project would look like until recently.
He pledged that a meeting will be held
in the next few weeks to address
neighborhood concerns.

UNION SQUARE PIZZA
487 Cambridge St. Allston

Fast, Hot DELIVERY
Spm to 12am,
7 Days a Week

~-

'

pI

/o

ziA 1

~

Spaghetti Dinners,
Grinders & Subs
Dehctous Greek Salads

..

WE DELIVER TO ALLSTON,
BRIGHTON AND BROOKLINE

I

787-98841

EAT IN OR TAKE OUT.... CALL AHEAD &
WE WILL HAVE YOUR ORDER READY
ON YOUR ARRIVAL

•••••••••••••••

-Rep. William Galvin

•••GONE!

BRIGHTON
SEAFOOD
~
~,..

Dinner Specials
Broiled Mackeral
Fried Clams
Fried or Broiled
Scallops

$4.45
$5.95
$7.65

Served with a choice of:
onion rings
french fries
baked potato or cole slaw
&a lot more!

Take Out Orders Available
734-0920

$2.00 OFF
ANY SMALL PIZZA

60 Washiqgton Street
(comer of Comm. Ave.)
Mon-Wed: llam-9pm Thurs-Sat: llam-lOpm

Minimum 2 toppings
(Coupon good any time)

•••••••••••••••
FREE GREEK SALAD
When you order 2 large pizzas

Support
YOUR

local
paper..•

residents agree that parking is needed
in the area, officials like state Rep.
William Galvin (D-Allston-Brighton)
say tearing down housing is not the way
to accomplish that. Galvin said he is
upset that the Flynn administration
approved the permit to tear down the
structure.
"There should be a policy on
demolishing houses - people should
have to prove a compelling need to tear
it down before you grant a pennit,"
Galvin said. "(Demolition of houses) is
becoming a common occurance in
Allston-Brighton."
Galvin said he is also
suspicious of Rowley's motives,
saying he fmds it "hard to believe" that
someone would tear down a house in
good condition toputupagaragefor 12
automobiles.
"If they have any idea about
going high-rise, they can forget about
it," Galvin said

Derek Szabo photos

LIQUIDATION SALES
'80 HONDA Aced
71 VWS/B
'80 OLDS Omega
'83 PLY. Horizon
'80 CHRYS. LeBar
'83ALUANCE
'77 MONTE CARLO
'80 CUTLESS Sup.
76 DODGE Aspen
'79 DATSUN P/U
'80 PONT. Phoenix
'80 CHEVETIE
'79 DELTA 88
'72 DODGE Polara
'78 OLDS Omega
'82 REUANT Wag.
'77 DATSUN 20os·x
75 DODGE Dart
78GRANADA
'82 ARIES
72 BUICK LeSab

$1488
$788
$1088
$2988
$1388
$1588
$1388
$2188
$795
$988
$988
$1088
$1288
$522
$895
$2200
$688
$695
$685
$1488
$588

THE CAR PLACE
869 River St., Hyde Park Open Sun. 12·5

364-6667

Rolls Realty
1125 Commonwealth Ave.
Allston, MA 02134
787-2777
Apartment ~entals: Studios, one;
two & three bedroom apartments
for now and September.

(Coupon good any time)

Condominium sales
and investment properties

Page 6 The Allston-Brighton Journal July 9, 1987

JOU RNA LVI EW...
QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Should Bill Britt, the Reservoir Hermit, be
removed from the land he is living on?

Derek Szabo photos

Sharon Bolger
Dustin Street

David Pullano
North Beacon Street

Caroline Sirois
Pomeroy Street

Mary Grinham
Washington Street

Jose Ortiz
Dighton Street

"He's been up there so
long, he should be
allowed to live there for
as long as he wants to.
He's not doing anything
that's hurting anyone. I
feel bad for him, but
that's where he wants to
be. Tt's allri!!ht with
me."

"They should make an
exception. You have to
draw the line
somewhere- you can't
let everyone live there.
But in this case, where
he's been there so long
and he's happy, it would
be a shame to move him
to an inside shelter."

"If he's stayed there all
these years and he
hasn't bothered
anybody, I think he
should be allowed to
live there. I'm kind of
into people doing their
own thing as long as
thev're not hurrin!!
anybody else."

"I don't think he's doing
any harm to anybody.
He should be able to
stay there if that's the
kind of life he wants to
lead; he seems to enjoy
the outdoors. They
should let him alone."

"It's unbelievable
someone in this city
should have to live like
that. The government or
someone should give
him a place to stay. He
needs some help, like
psychological. Summer
it's too hot. winter it's
too cold (to live like
that)."

Bring Back Allston's Library
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Big city. Small town. Average .suburb. No
matter what the size of a particular community, the
services provided by the local government seem
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So when it comes to budget cutbacks, or for
communities where the tax base is minimal, the first
victims of funding constraints are often parks,
recreation, and libraries. Such amenities may be
desirable, but when the heat is on financially, they are
usually the first to get burned. After all, we can always
live without them, right?
Certainly that was the sense from former
Mayor Kevin White's administration back when
Proposition 21/2 was raging through Boston in the
early 1980s. In Allston-Brighton, the inferno was
particularly devastating, what with the closing of
Brighton Police Station 14, crippling effects in the
local parks system, and the closing of the Allston
library (see story, pg. 1).
Today, many things have improved.
Fulfilling a campaign promise, Mayor Ray Flynn
restaffed Station 14. And this year, in somewhat
questionable timing to the Mayor's re-election effort,
local parks are getting a much-needed overhaul.
Whatever the motive, the help is welcomed.
It is especially encouraging, however, to

hear that the city is considering ways to restore the
Allston library. Libraries often get hit the worst in
tight times, and people seem the least interested in
fighting for either their survival or return. Even more
so than parks, they are the forgotten element of city
services.
This is a shame. While no one can actually
measure the impact a library has on a community, the
access to books and other information available is
undoubtably valuable. Even the smallest library
serves to stimulate the mind, to encourage children
and adults alike to look further into an idea or subject
And they're not a bad hiding place whenever the
world gets too hectic, either.
The common wisdom downtown has been
that people in Allston can always use the Brighton
library facilities, but this is a temporary solution at
best- even though it has been the alternative for six
years now. Not only ~ this strain resources at the
Brighton library, it also is unfair for Allston residents.
The distance must be intimidating for youngsters,
who are far less likely to use the library than they
would if one were close at hand.
Obvious!y, even though times are better, the
streets of Boston are not exactly paved in gold. Money
must be spent wisely. But although it might cost a
good deal initially, we feel the rewards of a library for
Allston would be worth every penny. After all,
knowledge doesn't simply grow on trees.
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THE MOST MODERN MAN

The Three Stooges ,Take a Tenant
By Christopher KenneaUy
A friend recently moved U' an
attractive, newly-remodeled apartment
in Brighton. She occupies the second
floor of a two-family home. It's a
lovely old place with large rooms and
immaculate hardwood floors. The
doors are framed by elegant
woodwork, and in the back, just off the
enormous kitchen, is a cool, dark
pantry with a generous amount of
shelves and cabinet space.
There is trouble, though,
below the surface, or more accurately,
under those neat hardwood floors.
Beneath my friend's feet live three
members of the most obnoxious class
of citizens in the country. These three
young men, aU brothers, carry on at all
hours of the day and night They never
seem to work a real job.
Apparently, they think of
nothing else but partying, watching
televised sports, and developing their
physiques with a regimen of running,
jumping rope and tanning. The
particularly troublesome thing about
this trio, the point that makes them so
difficult to deal with and tolerate, is that
they are my friend's landlords.
Nick, Mike, and Derek are all
in their late 20s. They are the newest
landlords on the block. The three
brothers jointly own the house, which
they bought last summer from their
parents, who moved to a condo in
Aorida. They earn enough from rent to
scratch by. They are always doing
something to updgrade the house,

though, and they must have visions of
someday making a killing on the real
estate market.
Nick, the eldest, is the boss.
He constantly supervises his two
brothers, whether ·they are painting on
ladder or playing catch in the long
driveway at the side of the house. Nick
is also the most fastidious of the trio. He
insisted that my friend's lease include a
clause requiring a "regular inspection
of the lessee's apartment by the lessor
every 90 days." My friend is the fust
tenant Nick has ever had.
"He's scared to death I might
stick a pin in the wallpaper," my friend
told me. "When he saw me bringing in
all my furniture, he really freaked out.
'Hey, Anne!' heyellsatme, 'Yagonna
fill up the apahtment with that junk?'
No, Nick, I'm going to get a hose and
fill it up with water."

When my friend tells stories
about Nick and his brothers, she
stresses their Boston accents. She has
always lived out west and hasn't yet
grown accustomed to the local dialect.
Mike is the brother in the
middle, the tallest and best looking of
the three. "He's the pretty boy," my
friend said. "He's always looking at
himself."
Mike and Nick leave most of
the work to Derek, the youngest Every
morning at nine, Mike does his
stretching exercises on the front porch,
checks his watch and goes for a half
hour run. Nick has already left even
earlier with a basketball under his arm.
When Derek finally gets outside, he
finds the lawn mower and instructions
from Nick to get the job finished before
it starts to rain.
Last week, the brothers spent

Subscribe

an afternoon ripping up the front lawn.
They tore out rosebushes and
rhododendrons their mother had cared
for for 20 years. They then covered the
little yard with plush patches and green
sod. That night, the three brothers went
out together and came back quite late.
The noise they made woke her up.
''Nick was the loudest," she
recalled. "He started screaming, 'It's
them dogs from Campbell's house! He
don't take care of them, the way he
don't take care of his house. Look at
that house, it's an eyesoah! I hope they
sellandmoveoutofheah!' Campbell's
a cop, you know. I've seen his gun in
his holster. That didn't bother Nick.
He's a homeowner. He's got a perfect
right, I guess, to start yelling at two
o'clock in the morning. I looked out
and could see these little pie-shaped
brown spots on the sod. Nick told
Derek to get a shovel. The next
morning there were three perfect
yellow circles on the lawn, one for each
of the brothers.
"You can see it's starting to
bother Nick that the rest of the
neighborhood isn't as investmentconscious as he is," my friend
continued. "He makes Derek sweep up
the sidewalk every morning. They even
bundle up the trash like Christmas
presents. It's too bad ·those guys
decided to become homeowners. They
were probably normal people before.
But I suppose these days nobody feels
really happy unless they're speculating
in real estate."

to the
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Library

past year.
Robert Luttman, president of
the Friends of the Brighton Library,
said he thinks there is some opposition
to the reopening of an Allston branch,
stemming from a belief that Allston is
"too transient a neighborhood."
Luttman suggests that this problem
could be overcome by establishing a
specialized branch in Allston, such as a
technical or computer library.
That probably would not
happen, however, according to Kelly.
"It would be a community
library if it were anything," he said.
While no studies have yet
been done, the idea ofan Allston library

Continued from page 1
appropriated to do a citywide study
regarding the need for libraries and fire
stations. The study, which includes the
feasiblity of an Allston branch library,
will be contracted out and should begin
sometime this summer.
Allston's library was closed
on June 25, 1981 after falling victim to
cutbacks by former Mayor Kevin
White, who blamed Proposition 2.5.
Located over several
businesses on Harvard Street, the
library had about 19,000 books and an
annual circulation of 18,700 books
when it was shut down, according to
BPL supervisor of branches and former
Allston librarian Rose Moorachian.
This is close to the present-day
circulation of the Faneuil Branch
Library in Oak Square, according to
Worth Douglas, assistant supervisor of
branches, Brighton district. The
Brighton Branch Library on Chestnut
Hill Avenue circulates about 120,000
books per year.
One major problem in
reopening an Allston branch library is
fmding an appropriate site. Because the
former location was leased space, it
would not be possible to return it there,
and library officials are said to be more
inclined to building rather than leasing
if such a facility is to be established.
"If we were to open an Allston
branch, we would have to start from
scratch," Moorachian said. "It would
cost an awful lot of money to build a
new branch."
Kelly, while cautioning that it
would be up to the Office of Capital

does seem to have the support of many
area residents- especially those who
remember the old branch.
"Where there are so many
transients in Allston, it was nice to go
up there and see a face that was
familiar," said Mary Bennett, a 25-year
resident of Allston who used to live
around the comer from the Harvard
Street library.
Bennett said she hopes the
convenience of an Allston branch
would attract children to the library and
"get them interested in reading." If
nothing else, she noted, it would "give
them someplace to go - get them out
of the street"

Allston Library: Goal of
Friends Group
Robert Luttman
Planning to determine the costs of
opening a new branch, estimates the
cost of operating a branch library at
about$250,000 annually. According to
Douglas, the yearly book budget alone
for Brighton is $35,500.
There is more money in the
library operating budget these days,
however. The city allocation increased
from $12.2 million in fiscal year1986
to $15.8 million in fiscal year1987.
The BPL requested $19.2
million for1988. And while the
Mayor's Office sought to limit the
library to $16.7 million for the coming
year, the Boston City Council last week
voted to grant the library $17.2 million.
In addition, an annual stipend to the
BPL from the state also increased this

Brookline Drain &
Sewer Cleaning Co.
• Serving Boston, Brookline,
Back Bay, Brighton, Cambridge,
Newton & vicinity.
• Clean main sewers and rain
leads, branch drains and
laundry tubs, toilet stoppages,
lav. & tub drains, sink lines.
• Homes, condominiums,and
apartments, small commercial
buildings.

Bringing back the Allston
branch library bas been a main goal of
the Friends of the Brighton Library
since the group organized in 1984,
according to Friends President Robert
Luttman.
In pursuit of that, Friends
members have met with District 9 City
Councilor Brian McLaughlin to
discuss the issue, and are planning a
petition drive this autumn to show
there is community support for the
branch.
The Friends of the Brighton
Library organized following a
conversation between Luttman and
Worth Douglas, assistant supervisor of
branches, Brighton district. Douglas
explains that the Boston Public Library
tried to gain grassroots support

citywide for neighborhood library
services through the formulation of
Friends groups.
"We were very fortunate to
fmd the group of people we did here in
(Allston-Brighton)," Douglas said.
''They are very reflective of the
community."
Friends member Ann Taylor
said she joined the organization
because she felt the library system has
been trying to serve the community as
best as it can despite serious budget
cutbacks and other roadblocks.
"They work very hard within
a lot of constraint," Taylor said.
"(Joining the Friends) was a way of
showing that we were supportive."
Continued on page 12

Announcement
SUSEELA DOSS, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
ANNOUNCES THE OPENING OF
HER NEW OFFICE FOR THE
PRACTICE OF OBSTETRICS
& GYNECOLOGY

Medical Arts Building
697 Cambridge Street
Brighton, MA 02135
Office hours by appointment

49 Kent Street, Brookline Village, MA 02147

Telephone: 787-3831

232-0256
(Affiliated with Chestnut Hill Plumbing Company
of Brookline. Lie. # M-6762)
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Group Home

Grant also expressed irritation at the
fact that Delphi did not approach the
communty before it purchased the
house and criticized them for not
making information about the program
available.
"If I were Dr. Hersch, I would have
made myself and my organization
known to the neighborhood," Grant
said. "He's met with all these other
people and he hasn't talked to one of
us ....We've had to call people to get
information third hand."
But according to both Hersch and
Judith Bracken, Allston-Brighton
liason for the Mayor's Office of
Neighborhood Services, a citymoderated meeting between Delphi
and the Menlo Street community is
being arranged for next week. As of
press time, no set time had been
established.
Bracken said the city's primary
concern is that the debate does not fall
into an irrational and emotional
confrontation.
"I don't think its anything for people to
be hysterical over," Bracken said." It's
a very controllable program. [Delphi's
staff] is very well-educated and trained
and it's not like it's going to be hordes
of kids in there."

Continued from page 1
[emotionally disturbed youths]
weren't ready for this program they
wouldn't be here."
Hersch, a licensed psychologist with
20 years experience in treating mental
illness, characterized the patients who
would live in the house as "kids who are
depressed .... [and] are emotionally
upset."
''They have learning difficulties," he
explained, "But they are not
retarded .... They are with us because
their parents cannot provide them with
adequate support"
The group home would house youths
between the ages of 16 and 20. No staff
members would reside in the house, but
there would be at least one health care
professional on duty inside at all times.
Hersch added that during day and
evening' hours there would be two to
three staffers assigned to supervise the
teenagers.
"Kids in this program will not be told to
go downtown. They will not be given a
token and told to take the"T". If they
leave they'll be with somebody ....[and]
they know that if they run away they'll
go right back to the hospitals," he
promised.
But neighbors of the site remain
skeptical. Resident Michael Grant,

6 Menlo Street.-

Derek Szabo photo

whose house is directly opposite the
proposed group home, said he was

they're doing all the time?" Grant
asked. "I need 10 eyes with my three

doubtful the • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
staffers would
be able to keep
as close an eye
on
the
youngsters as
0
promised.
"You're going
to tell me that

"I don't th1·nk ··t•s
anything fOr peOple
t be hyst enca
· I over. "

there will be young people in the house
and [Delphi] is going to know what

teenagers and
they're talking
about watching
eight"
According to
G r a n t ,
residents are
not so much
opposed to the

Tell 'em you saw it

youths who live in the home as they are
to the location Delphi is proposing.

in the JOURNAL . ..
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FINE FOODS
CHOICE LIQUORS

t

Serving Allston-Brighton
for over 60 years.

Your Host:
George Anthony
MODEL CAFE
Union Square, Allston
open 8am-2am

at

The Winship School

Let Us Do
YourYanl Work
We have more.than half a million yards
of first quality decorative designer fabrics
always in stock on bolts, always 20-70%
off retail. And over 50 years' experience
~king homes like yours sparkle with fresh,
new upholstery, slipcovers and window
treatments. Nobody does it better. Or has
a wider selection to choose from. Our staff
will assist you in selecting just the right
fabrics, and we'llloan you large 27" square
samples to live with and help you decide.
Whether you do it yourself, or we do it for
you, we can make your yard work easier.

54 Dighton Street • Brighton Center • 254-2007
Gerald McGrath, Principal

.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
: Register for Grade K-1 to 5 September, 1987
: at Early Learning Center
: Mary Lyon School
: 50 Beechcroft Street, Brighton
: 254-6672, 254-6673

••

/

:
:
••
, ••

••
•

Requirements
4 years old by Sept. 1, 1987 for K-1
5 years old
K-2
6 years old
Grade 1
II

11

II

II

II

II

II

II

II

II

II

: ... OR ask about waiver procedure for early age

• admissions.

•••

10" ntro olllobrics Ill Olod with lhls o4 .., 01 11- ol poncho... OM ptr tllll....,. ploo... Sole M•.,. not lncklded.

II

~

•

••

••
•

:
•

•••
••
••
••
••
•
••
••
••

••
••
: Records
: Bring birth certificate and two proofs of address. :
•
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

l
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HARPER'S
FERRY
158 Brighton Avenue Allston

254-9743
Thursday, July 9
The Urge
Friday, July 10
Sleepy LaBeef
Saturday, Ju'ly 11
Sleepy LaBeef
Sunday, July 12
Chris Martin's Jamsters
Every Wednesday: Open Mike Blues Jam
with Last Call for Blues.
Every Monday: Open Dart Tourney ..Three
Lanes, Prizes at 8pm.
Also Every Monday: Pool Tournament-8pm.
Call254-9743 for Group Sales and
Function Room info.

Concert Line: 254-7380

Sally, surround.ed by her Sophisticated Kats.

THE A-B SCENE

Rhythm & Blues Band kicks
off Free Area Concert Series
By Bill Toole

Tuesday thru Sunday, noon to nin
Sunday Brunch 11am

(9SATOR1
NATURAL FOOD RESTAURANT

Fish dinners, sugar-free desserts
Beer, wine, and sake served
166 Harvard Ave. Allston, MA 02134
(617) 254-9786

G•>44#fili+#!•9
•98 Brookline Ave. Boston •
(Located around the comer from Fenway Park)

247-8605
Join us Before & After Red Sox games!
•Function Room Available•

Thursday, July 9
Dancing with Henry

Friday, July 10
Dancing with Henry

Saturday, July 11

The city of Boston's third annual
neighborhood concert series makes its AllstonBrighton debut tomorrow evening at McKinney Park
with a performance by the popular rhythm and blues
band,Sa/ly and the Sophisticatz.
Sponsored jointly by the Mayor's Office of
Business and Cultural Development, the Miller
Brewing Company, the Boston Herald, the Bay State
Banner, and radio station KISS 108 FM, the outdoor
musical celebration runs from 6 to 8 p.m. at the park,
located across from the Faneuil Housing
Development on Faneuil Street
"It's going to be a lot of fun," promised
Mayoral aide Michael Testa this week. "The band is
great and we're going to give away a ton of stuff."
In addition to a number of undisclosed prizes
donated by KISS 108, organizers will be awarding
record albums and tickets to upcoming Concert on the
Commons musical performances.
Sally and the Sophisticatz is well-known to
frequenters of the Allston music club circuit. The
band performs regularly at the Commonwealth
Avenue dance club, Great Scott's, and will play next
month at the Brighton Avenue nightclub, Harper's
Ferry.
Explains band business manager Joe Krown
of the group's decision to participate in the
neighborhood series, 'We play around here a lot and
when the city asked us to do these conderts we said,
'Sure, it sounds great'"
Besides Krown, who is the band's
keyboardist and backup vocalist, Sally and the
Sophisticatz features Krown's wife, lead vocalist
Sally Krown; guitarist/vocalist Peter Lep; drummer/
vocalist Ed Scheer; bass quitarist Thomas McMillan;
and tenor and alto saxophone player Tony Quintiliani.

Krown describes the band's sound as rhythm
and blues, 60's soul, and 80's pop, and says the group
counts such classics as "Respect," "Midnight Hour,"
and "Heard It Through the Grapevine," among its
repetoire.
Judging from the turnout at local clubs when
the band performs ,Sally and the Sophisticatz seems to
have a large following among local rhythm and blues
afficionados. Local music critics have ~iven hi~h
marks to Sally Krown's powerful, emotive voice and
Quintiliani's resonant horn playing.
Sally and the Sophisticatz recently finished
recording their first album. Entitled "My Love Is In
Your Hands," the LP is a collection of classic hits and
original material.
Unfortunately for Friday's concertgoers, the
album will not be released until September and thus
will not be available at the festival. However, the
group's single, "Here Comes Trouble," will be on sale
at the concert.
Concert organizers are hoping that Sally and
the Sophisticatz will be kicking off a banner year for
the summer concert program. Testa said about 1,000
people are predicted for tomorrow's event
The summer concert series runs until Aug.
28th. Bands scheduled to play this month at
McKinney are: The Sleeping Monkeys, July lOth; Pat
Benti and Shaboom, July 17th, andThe Rev. , July
31st
Though the series features a McKinney Parle
concert every Friday, it is not limited to AllstonBrighton. Bands performing at McKinney on Fridays
can be seen earlier that week at one of the four other
concert sites in the Boston area featured in the
neighborhood concert series. Other spots throughout
the tour are Charlestown, Mattapan, East Boston, and
the South End.

UXB

Monday, July 13
David Greenfield

Tuesday, July 14
Scott Wheeler Band

Wednesday, July 15
Cedar News Band

Enjoy all Red Sox games on
TV38/NESN

.-

Don't sing the blues ...
read THE JOURNAL. for your
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LOCAL FOCUS ...
VFW Post 669'5 45TH INDEPENDENCE DAY BASH

Heat couldn't beat Allston Field Day
By Joe Clements
By 11 a.m., just one hour into
Allston VFW Post 669' s annual Fourth
ofJuly Field Day last Saturday, the heat
at Smith Field was coming on strong.
But so ~as the ice cream.
Volunteers from the Post
roamed the large area, already jammed
with parents and their children, passing
out as many of the vanilla and
chocolate treats as they could. It didn't
take long for all1,000 ice cream cups to
begone.
"The people are coming from
everywhere," said one Post member as
he handed out the cups to passersby.
"It's unbelievable."
Given that this was the Post's
45th such Field Day, however, coupled
with the fact that all the rides, prizes
and refreshments were free, the
estimated crowd of 1,400 was probably
to be expected. And despite the heat.
most of those attending seemed to be
having a good time.
It certainly was a booming .
day for the Quinn family from
Brighton, spending their futh straight
Fourth of July at the Field Day.
Six-year-old
Attracta
grabbed second place honors in the doll
carriage parade, while her brother
Hubert, aged five, won a trophy nearly
as big as himself for talcing second in
his age group's foot race. And fouryear-old Shamus was in good spirits
attacking one of those aforementioned
ice cream cups.
"I think it's great - it's
fabulous for the kids," said Margaret
Quinn, the childrens' mother.
"Everybody takes part. . .(The Post
does) a really good job on it."
According to Post 669
Commander Roderick "Rocky"
Garland, the key to the success of the
event is teamwork. Volunteers from
the Post and Post 669's Ladies
Auxiliary begin work on the Field Day
three months in advance, culminating
in a Fourth that starts at dawn and lasts
until the afternoon, when rides are
dismantled and the field is cleaned.
"There's so many people
involved, I could list them all day and
still forget someone," Garland said.

Terri Reed, left, paints a ring around Jessica Savilonis' smile at the face-painting booth.

"It's not just one or two individuals."
Each year, the Post tries to add
a new element to the Field Day. This
time, it was taffy apples and slush, plus
face painting services volunteered by
Brighton residents Terri Reed and
Pauline White.
Beyond that, some of the
standard items from past Field Days
were in abundance this year, including
balloons, 3,000 sodas, 1,500 candy
bars, badges, flags, popcorn and cotton
candy. One thousand hot dogs were
donated by Morrison & Schiff, Inc.,
while youngsters were also entertained
by pony rides, flying turtle roller races,
a "Superbounce" air mattress to jump
on, dunk tank and the foot races and
doll carriage parade.
Brighton natives Mike and
Ann O' Brien were parading around the
field with the real thing - a baby
carriage for their youngest son, twoyear-old Patrick. Accompanied by
four-year-old Christopher, the family
made their way from one event to
another.

State Rep. Kevin Honan of Allston, left, Post 669 Commander
Roderick "Rocky" Garland, center, and 669 member Michael
Washburn join some of the youth at Saturday's Field Day.

And they're off...
"It's a good time," Mike
O'Brien said. "The kids are getting a
real kick out of it"
The youngsters attending
definitely got a lot of prizes out of it,
with trophies awarded to the top three
places in boys and girls foot races and
other events. In the foot races, winners
in the four- and five-year-old boys race
were Joseph McWhinnie in first,
Hubert Quinn, second, and Sean Moore
third. Natina O'Sullivan won the girls
race in that age group, followed by
Jennifer Ching in second and Katherine
Kelly and Lindsey Washburn, who tied
for third.
Boys winners in the six- and
seven-year-old race were Patrick:
Sullivan fLrSt, Brian Corbett, second,
and Andy Bayliss, third. Rachel
Travers won the girls race, Nicole
McWhinnie was second, and Charlotte
Taylor was third.
Gary Puglisi took first in the
boys eight- and nine-year-old race,
with Matthew Wertz finishing second,
and John Castanino in third. Renee Ace
was first in the girls co mpetition, Renee
Vachon took second, and Sarah
Travers placed third.

Derek Szabo photos

In the 10- to 11-year-oldrace,
I ames Schoffield was ftrst, Gregory
Keebaugh captured second, and James
Coyle took third. Tashi Pique won the
girls race, followed by Elizabeth
Cardarelli in second and Alyssa Arlock:
in third.
Dennis Dwyer was first in.the
12- to 13-year-old boys race, Shawn
Kendall was second, and Kevin Cooper
placed third. Linda Coyle won the girls
race, Fiomara Pique finished second,
and Kristin Casey came in third.
In the doll carriage contest.
Annmarie Shutt was ftrst, Attracta
Quinn second, and Liz Dombrowski,
third. Laura Maxwell garnered fLrSt
place honors in the Big Wheel and
Scooter competition, with Jim Moore
second and brother Joseph Moore
third. Tlte bicycle contest was won by
Angela Parma, followed by Jason and
Matthew McDowall tied for second,
and Danny Moore in third.
In o ne of th e feature
attractions of the day - the adult foot
races - Chris Wertz won the men's
race and Leann Bowman won the
women's dash.
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Friends
Group

Boston School Committee candidate Rosina "Kitty"
Bowman held a fundraiser recently at the Allston
Knights of Columbus hall on Cambridge Street. Above,
Kitty addresses the crowd. Below, she chats with
Brighton resident Janet Bonner.
Derek Szabo photos

Continued ffrom page 8
Still, the group has struggled
at times. One member dropped out
because she felt there wasn't enough
community interest in the group. The
woman said the lack of support
disillusioned her. ·
But while others agree that the
Friends of the Brighton Library could
always use more help, they also
maintain the group has been a beneflt to
the community, not only by making
residents aware of the library and its
resources, but also by helping within
the library system.
"If we need something, we
can tum to them," Douglas said. "Our
job would be much more difflcult
without their support."
· · Besides advocating the return
of the Allston branch library, the group

has been involved with other projects.
It has been responsible for a number of
library beautification efforts, including
tree plantings. In February, it
sponsored a puppet show at the Faneuil
branch library, and has co-sponsored
the annual Allston-Brighton Art
Exposition.
The Friends group also hopes
to give a gift to the library each year.
Through the proceeds from its annual
September book sale, members raised
enough money to buy the library a
speaker system. However, the library
had already purchased one, so the
group will come up with another
present, Luttman said.
The Friends of the Brighton
Library meets at the Brighton Branch
Library on Chestnut Hill Ave. on the
flrst Thursday of each month at 6 p.m.
Members encourage people interested
in joining or with activities in mind to
attend the meetings.
--K.Schwartz

OBITUARIES

Brighton-Allston
Historical Society
Did you know that

*
*
*
*

Brighton was the home of America's first Stockyard?

That Allston is the only town in the United States
named after an artist?
That the founder of the American peace movement,
Noah Worcester,was Brighton's first postmaster?
That Col. Thomas Gardner, hero of the Battle of
Bunker Hill, was an Allston resident?

These little known facts were brought to light by the

Brighton-Allston Historical Society.
Join us and become involved in preserving
Brighton-Allston's past.

Public Meetings ...Walking Tours ... Research Projects

r----------------------,
Membership Form
.
()Regular
$5.00
( ) Sustaining $10.00
() Business $ 15.00

()Patron
$25.00
()Benefactor $100.00
()Other

Enclosed is my check for $_ _for a year's membership in the
Brighton-Allston Historical Society.
·
( ) New ()Renewal Membership runs July 1st to June 30th

Name_______________________________________
Address_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City____________________.Zip_ _ _ __
Date________________________________________
Make checks payable to the Brighton-Allston Historical Socity.
Mail to P.O. Box 163 Brighton, MA 02135

-

L----------------------~

BALMER: Mary A. (Sweeney)
Balmer, of Brighton, died July 3rd.
Mrs. Balmer is the beloved wife of
James A. Balmer and devoted mother
of James Balmer and Mrs. Cheryl
Cross. The daughter of Agnes T.
Sweeney (Sullivan) and the late Harry
Sweeney, she is survived by two
brothers, Robert and Henry Sweeney.
Mrs. Balmer is the grandmother of
Lauren and Jamie Balmer and the late
William Balmer. Interment is at
Evergreen Cemetery. If desired,
contributions in the name of Mrs.
Balmer may be sent to the Dana Farber
Cancer Research Institute, 44 Binney
Street, Boston.

BARKUS:
Mrs.
Stephanie
(Paulauskas) Barkus, of Brighton, died
June 30th. The beloved wife of the late
Caston Barkus, she is the mother of
Mrs. Sophie LeBlanc of East Walpole
and the late Louis Barkus. She leaves
two grandchildren, Donald LeBlanc
and Beverly Barkus. Mrs. Barkus is a
former member of the Brighton
Lithuanian Club. Interment is in Mt
Auburn Cemetery.

BEATH: Sister Mary T. Beath of the
Motherhouse, Brighton, died June
30th. Daughter of the late Edwara and
Mary (Noonan) Beath, Sr. Beath was
formerly missioned at the Immaculate
Conception, Everett; St. Catherine,
Charlestown; St. Joseph's, Amesbury;
St. Theresa, West Roxbury; Holy
Family, Rockland; St. Agnes,
Arlington; and Sacred Heart,
Weymouth. In lieu of flowers, gifts in
her name may be made to the Memorial
Fund, c/o Bethany Hospital, 97
Bethany Rd., Framingham, MA 01701.

BRADY: Sadie (Kaiser) Brady, of
Brighton, died July 2nd. The beloved
wife of George W. Brady and devoted
mother of George, William, and
Eleanor Brady and Mrs. Margaret
Shea, she is also survived by one sister,
Mrs. Tillie Katz, as well as 11
grandchildren and nine great
grandchildren. Mrs. Brady is a former
member of the Brighton Senior
Citizens Club. Interment is at
Gethsemane Cemetery.
CONWAY: Mary A. (Maloney)

Conway, of Brighton, died July 1st
The beloved wife of the late John T.
Conway, Mrs. Conway is the mother of
Clare B. Conway of Brighton and Paul
T. Conway of Maine. She is also
survived by four grandchildren and
several nieces and nephews. Donations
in Mrs. Conway's name to the St
Elizabeth's Adult Day Health Center,
159 Washington Street, Brighton
02135, would be appreciated.
Interment is at St. Joseph's Cemetery.
DALTON: Miriam M. (Roma)
Dalton, of Brighton, died July 2nd. The
beloved wife of James Dalton, she
leaves three children, sons Peter G.
Dalton of Brighton and James B.
Dalton of Framingham and daughter
Miriam T. Jordan of Newton
Highlands. Mrs. Dalton is the sister of
John Roma of Allston and Mrs.
Madeline Gowen of Maine, and is also
survived by nine grandchildren and one
great grandson. Interment is at
Evergreen Cemetery in Brighton.

MOONEY: Sister Marion Mooney,
formerly of Brighton, died at Lake
Ronkonkoma, Long Island, NY on
June 30th, following a long illness. She
is the sister of Mrs. Chester (Florence)
Myers of California; Francis Mooney
of Cape Cod; Mrs. Charles (Dorothy)
Izzo of Cape Cod; Mrs. Robert (Helen)
Baker of Texas; Mrs. Thomas (Esther)
Holmes of Wrentham; and Agnes
Mooney of Canton. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be sent to the Majoux
Health Center, Cenacle Retreat House,
Long Island, NY.

WILLIAMS: Howard L. Williams,
formerly of Allston, died suddenly
June 27th. The beloved husband of
Dorothy (Dodd) Williams, and
devoted father of Mrs. Gail Eccles and
the late Gary L. Williams, Mr.
Williams is the brother of Mrs. Eleanor
Scandalis of New Hampshire; George
L. Williams of Tampa, Florida; and the
late Walter Williams and Madeline
Silvio. He leaves four &rJUldchildren,
Michelle, Richard, Susan and Michael
Eccles, as well as several nieces and
nephews. Mr. Williams is a fanner
commander of the Marshfleld Post No.
88 American Legion and Marshfield
Post No. 35 Veterans of Foreign Wars.
Interment is in St. Joseph's Cemetery.
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SPORTS ...
SENIOR LITTLE LEAGUE

Oak Square Dodgers Cclpture Championship
The Oak Square Senior League Dodgers
captured the 1987 league cha.mpionship last
Wednesday with a 3-0 victory over the North End in
a game played at Roger's Park in Brighton. The
Dodgers fmished the season with a solid 12-2-1 mark.
In Wednesday's contest, ace hurler Luigi
Criscuolo pitched a one-hitter and sttuck out six
enrouae to his eighth victory against just one defeat.
Criscuolo, who in one game this year struck out 17
batters, helped himselfoffensively Wednesday with a
base hit and two runs balled in, including the gamewinner.
"It's been an excellent season," said
Dodgers Manager BiU Corcoran. "It's been nice to see
the kids develop along the way."
Corcoran said virtually every player on the
learn contributed this year. Pitchers Chris Donahue
and Frany Reed fmished with perfect2-0 marks, while
third baseman Sieve Glynn and outfielders Tom
Mulkeen and Jerry Noble played key roles in several
late-season victories.
Scott Gillin played a solid second base
throughout the season, Corcoran said, also praising
Chris Donahue and Harry Diamatopolous for their
experience and steady defensive play. First baseman
Mike Davin, despile joining the squad laiC, went a
long way towards solidifying the infield, Corcoran
said.
In addition, Corcoran called catcher Mike
Haugh the "unsung hero" of the learn this year.
"There was no fanfare with him - he just
went out quietly each game and did his job," Corcoran
said. "He did a great job."
A number of players who helped throughout
the year were unavailable for last Wednesday's
contest. Corcoran said. They are Tom Dennehy,
Owen Kelly, Dave Macioce and Dave Perrault
The season may be over for the Dodgers as a
squad,butmanyoftheirplayersandotheryouthsfrom

The Oak Square Dodgers, 1987 champs of the Oak Square Senior Little League. First row, 1-r, Tom
Mulkeen, Steve Glynn, Scott Gillin. Chris Donohue and Jerry Noble. Back row, Manager BiD Corcoran,
Luigi Criscuolo, Mike Davin, Frany Reed, Mike Haugh, Harry Diamatopolous, and Coach Steve Romano.
Not present: Coach John Davin, Tom Dennehy, Owen KeUy, Dave Macioce and Dave Perrault.
Joe Ctements photo

the Oak Square Senior Little League will compete on
the All-Star learn, also being managed by Corcoran.
The All-stars will play a two-out-of-three series with
East Boston beginning this Saturday at 1 p.m. at Savio

Field in East Boston. The series returns to Rogers Park
on Wednesday when the two learns meet at 6 p.m.

Many of the Senior League players will also
play in a two-game exhibition with Waltham in Oak
Square Mickey Mantle League action next weekend.
The two learns meet Friday night, July 17th, in
Waltham at 5:30 p.m., followed by a 1 p.m. game at
Rogers Park on Sunday, July 19th.

Rain Fails to Dampen ·B NBL's Spirits
In other action Monday, Freeze II beat the
D.C. All-stars, 45-20, lead by Atiba Bowie's 21
points. Coach John Pinckney used all his players in
this one, building up a 16 point margin at the half and
coasting on from there.
In 19-and-under play Monday, the Henshaw
Hawks evened their. record at 1-1 by nipping the
Schoolyard, 50-44. The game was close throughout,
but the Hawks came on strong in the end.
Allston-Brighton BNBL games are played at
Roger's Park in Brighton, with 15-and-under contests
starting at 5:30 p.m. and 19-and-under games
beginning at 6:15 p.m. Spectators are welcome to
attend.

By John Hoffman
Despite some bad weather that forced
postponement of several games in the early going, the
Allston-Brighton division of the Boston
Neighborhood Basketball League is now well
underway. And even with the rainouts, local league
coordinator Joe Walsh remains optimistic.
''Every year, we have a couple of weeks like
this," Walsh said. "It's a long season and we 'U be able
to reschedule some games. I don't see any problem."
In 15-and-under division play last Monday,
June 29th, the Dreamlearn didn't see any problem,
breezing by Freeze II in a 46-32 fmal. Paced by Frany
Reed's 20 points and 15 rebounds, the Dreamlearn
utilized a fullcourt press to good advantage. Lino
Morales scored 16 points for Freeze II.
The Court Jesters also opened their season
with a win last Monday, downing the D.C. All-stars in
a low-scoring affair, 28-22. Coach Sandro Roffo's
squad was lead by Mike Warrick with 17 points, while
John WiUiams finished with 15 for the All-stars.
For the last two seasons, Freeze has been the
team to beat in the 19-and-under division, and they
wasted no time in establishing their dominance this
year, crushing the Schoolyard, 80-40, in their frrst
game last Monday. The two-time champions used a
man-to-man press and fastbreak to frustrate theYard,
despite an all-out effort by the losers.
Jerome Jeter and Allan Kelley tied for top
scoring honors, with 18 points apiece, but the
offensive highlight of the day came on a masterful
reverse dunk by David Ace.
The top competition for the crown this year

could come from the Hobart Harps. Coach AI
Cedrone had his team flying high for its opener against
Vanilla Lightning, which was struck down by a 37-24
fmal in their opener. Using a strong bench and
controlled offense, Cedrone forced the Lightning to
play catch-up all game long.
Strong performances by Sieve Cahill (seven
blocked shots), coupled with Oo"lie Cedrone's 20
points and solid defense from John Tapley enabled the
Harps to pull away early.
In action this past Monday, the Faneuil Five
opened their season with a win in the 15-and-under
division, downing the Court Jesters, 32-27. Faneuil
lead 21-12 at the half, but theJeslers came on hard in
the second half to make the game close.
Faneuil Coach Mike Ware went into a fourcorner stall with two minutes remaining, and the
strategy paid off as Dana Franklin scored on a threepoint play with seconds remaining to ice the victory.
Faneuil' s Shoo Perry was high scorer with 22 points.

More Sports next page...

Little League All-stars
All-Star baseball teams from the three
Allston-Brighton Little Leagues are competing
this week in double-elimination district playoffs.
Squads representing the Oak Square and Brighton
Central Little Leagues were to begin play last
night The Allston North All-stars will play their
frrst contest Friday afternoon against East Boston
at 5:30 in Roxbury.
Following its game lastnight(results not
available at press time). Oak Square plays East
Boston at 2 p.m. Saturday at Noyes Field in East
Boston. Brighton Central will also play Saturday,
with their game at Rosenthal Field in Roxbury at
either 2 or 4 p.m. The squad played Charlestown
last night at Rosenthal Field.
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And the Walls Come Tumbling Down ...
By Joe Clements
The demolition of a Chestnut Hill
A venue house last week, occuring on the heels of
a proposal to tear down two nearby houses for a
31-unit condominium project, has Cleveland
Circle residents concerned over the preservation
of homes in their neighborhood.
The incidents come at a time when
residents are supposed to be gaining tighter
controls over development through the Interim
Planning Overlay District (IPOD) plan. But
while passage of IPOD appears imminent,
critics of the condominium project at 1863
Commonwealth A venue fear it may be
exempted from the tougher zoning regulations
imposed under the IPOD system.
"It's frustrating," said Circle/Reservoir
Community Association (CRCA) member
Larry Englisher. "To me, it feels like I spent all
this time meeting (to form the IPOD plan), and
its all been for nothing."
Because developers Michael Seidner
and Robert Albert submitted plans for their $3.7
million, 5.5-story building to the city in May,
they appear to have beat the deadline under
which new projects are subject to IPOD
Continued on page 5

Members of the Circle/Reservoir Community Association in front of 1863 Commonwealth Ave., which is in
danger of being demolished. The civic group is against having the house -and others in the area- torn down.
From left, Paul Tomkavage, Joe Feiner, Nancy Perlmutter and Hele~ Pillsbury.
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Group Home
Proposal
Causes Stir

New Library
in Allston's
Future?

By Bill Toole

By Karen Schwartz

A plan to tum a Menlo Street house into
a group home for emotionally disturbed
teenagers is sparking anxiety and resentment
among neighbors of the proposed Brighton site.
Delphi Health Management, a Quincy
firm contracted by the state to run a group home
for the youngsters, formally takes over the
seven-bedroom, one-family house at 6 Menlo
Street this week and, pending the city's granting
of a conditional use variance, will move eight
teenagers to the site sometime in August.
Residents living near the house argue
that their neighborhood is already too densely
populated to accommodate the patients and
staffers who would occupy the building. They
say they worry that the troubled teenagers could
not be adequately supervised in such a setting
and they complain that residents of Menlo Street
have still not received any official information
about the group home proposal.
Delphi, however, contends the site is
ideal for a group home and that the youngsters
·
will pose no threat to the neighborhood.
Calling the group home concept "less
expensive and more humane" than institutional
care, Delphi founder and president Dr. Ronald
Hersch argued, "Everbody is frightened of
something they don'tknow about But we're not
bringing monsters into the community ... .lfthese

Six years after budget cuts forced closure of
the Boston Public Library's Allston branch, there
appears to be movement towards re-establishing a
library for the area. In fact, one BPL official says
privately that Allston tops a list of city neighborhoods
slated for new libraries over the next several years.
On record, library administrators are more
reserved about Allston's chances. BPL Assistant
Director Liam Kelly said that while a local branch "has
been identified as one of the projects appropriate in
terms of service," there have been no demographic
studies substantiating that, nor are there any concrete
plans to create a library for the community in the near
future.
But Kelly did confirm that establishment of
an Allston library was among a list of the library
system's upcoming needs submitted to the city's
Office of Capital Planning last month. The submission
is part of the Flynn administration's five-year, $799
million Capital Improvement Plan.
Jane Manthome, BPL assistant director of
communications and community relations, describes
the submission as "a wish list," to which no dollar
amount was attached. Among other needs included,
for example, was a replacement facility for the
outmoded branch library at Uphams Comer in
Dorchester.
But at the Capital Planning Office,
spokeswoman Cynthia Strout said $10,000 has been

Continued on page 9

Trophy winners Nicole and Joe McWhinnie, ages 6 and
5, joined hundreds of other Allston-Brighton
youngsters at the 45th annual Allston VFW Post 669.
Fourth of July Field Day last Saturday at Smith Field.
For a complete story and more pictures on the
festivities, see page 11.
Derek Szabo photo

Continued on page 8
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ALLSTON-BRIGHTON DINING GUIDE
Allston Depot

Brighton Seafood

Cafe Brazil

353 Cambridge St., Allston

60 Washington St., Brighton (corner
of Comm. Ave.)

421 Cambridge St., Allston (near
corner of Harvard Ave.)

Daily lunch and dinner specials. Open
Mon.-Wed. 11 am-9pm. Thurs.--Sat. 11 am10pm. Take out orders available.

Introducing Brazil's finest export, excellent
Brazilian cuisine. lunch 11 :30am--4pm,
dinner after 4pm. Chef-operated.

734-0920

789-5980

Satori

Siam Palace Cuisine

137 Brighton Ave., Allston

166 Harvard Ave., Allston.

Outstanding Vietnamese and American
seafood. Every day lunch specials $1.75-$5.00. Everyday dinner specials $4.00-$11.00, Mon.-Wed. 12pm--10pm.
Thurs. --Sat. 12pm--11 pm.

Natural food restaurant. Fish dinners,
sugar-free desserts. Beer, wine, and sake'
served. Tues .--Sun. 12pm--9pm. Sunday
brunch 11am.

379 Cambridge St., Allston Uunctiort
of Harvard Ave. & Cambridge St.)

Restaurant and bar. lunch and dinner
served from 11 :30am to
10pm. Ample parking.

783-2300

Cao Palace

254-9786

254-9812 or 785-2340

783-2434

JOURNAL CLASSIFIED INFORMATION
Classified Advertising
Rates:

Service Directory
Rates:

$5.00 per 4 line ad

$100 for 13 weeks

$1.00 per each additional
line (22 characters)

$185 for 26 weeks

$1.50 per line for headlines
(16 characters)

Authentic Thai cuisine individually prepared.
Mon.--Fri.: lunch 11 am--2pm.
Dinner: 5pm--10pm. Sat. and Sun. dinner
only: 5pm--10pm.

Call 254-0334 to place an
ad in the Allston-Brighton
Journal!

C&F

Michael J.

Hynes

Remodeling
•Roofs
•Porches
•Decks
All work
licensed and
insured.
Call 787-0586
for free
estimate.

Auto Repair
...J

Bodywork

...J

Painting estimat

...J

Insurance claim
specialists

734-6747
10 Redford Street
Allston, MA 02134

Summer Rental
Rockport: $295 I wk
3 room apt. with deck,
ocean view, near Back
Beach. 1-546-6388

Auto
1984 Silv(fr VW Jetta,
5 spd, 4 door, ruvurlVll
cassette, sunroof, rustproof, alloy wheels,
51K miles, exc.
maintained. $4800
Jeff: 787-7820 days
729-1438 eves

~Uun9l~~
379 Cambridge Street
Allston, MA
At the Junction of Harvard and Cambridge Streets

783-2434
We Do Not Use MSG In Our Foods
Mon.-Fri.:
Lunch 11 am-2:30pm
Dinner 5pm-10pm

Sat. & Sun.:
Dinner Only 5pm-10pm

Authentic Thai Cuisine is always individually prepared. Thai food has its own
specialties that differ from others. For your dining pleasure, our chef prepares
each dish separately with fresh, exotic spices and all authentic Thai herbs and
garnishes. However, we can alter the spices to accomodate your personal taste.
We hope you will enjoy "A Moment of Thailand."
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CALENDAR ...
Allston-Brighton Parade
The Allston-Brighton Parade
Committee will hold its
monthly parade meeting next
Monday, July 13th, at 7:30
p.m. at the Brighton
Congregational Church, 404
Washington Street, in
Brighton Center. All are
invited to attend. Any
questions, contact Joe Hogan
at 782-5152.
Free Fright nights
Need a chill to cool off this
summer? The Brighton
Branch Library, 40 Academy
Hill Road, has the answer each
Thursday night at 6:30 p.m.
with a summer festival of
classic horror pictures. The
series begins tonight, July 9th,
with the 1919 German
masterpiece, The Cabinet of
Dr. Caligari. The 60-minute
film details the shadowy
world of a fairground
hypnotist who uses his skills
to compel others to commit
murder. Next Thursday, July
16th, the 47-minute movie
Nosferatu, the Vampire, will
be shown. This film, the first

attempt to translate Bram
Stoker's "Dracula" to the
screen, features a schockingly
hideous bloodsucker who
deviates considerably from
the later suave creations of
Bela Lugosi and Christopher
Lee. But don't be scared of
paying too much- admission
is Free!!
Dog Days
If your canine needs a license,
come to the Jackson/Mann
Community School Office
weekdays from 9 a.m. to 8
p.m. The cost of the license is
$4.00 for males and spayed
females, or $15.00 for
unspayed females. Documented proof of spaying and
rabies shot is necessary.

Shakespeare appears
One of William Shakespeare's more comedic
efforts, "Much Ado About
Nothing," will be held at the
Public Theater, 1175 Soldiers
Field Road, Brighton at 8 p.m.
through August 1st Tickets
are $9 regular price, but just $7

.
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Brioie Barrett of Brighton keeps watch over just some of the
bakery goods available at last weeks's Senior Center Mini
Bazaar and Bake Sale at the Senior Center on Chestnut Hill
Derek Szabo photo
Avenue.
for senior cxuzens and
children under 16. The
theater's phone number is
720-1007.

Unlimited. Any youths
interested in participating are
asked to call Hillary Pedersen
at 783-2770.

Teens needed
Teenagers are needed to help
organize shows, trips, dances
etc. as part of Teens

Boys and Girls Camps
Registrations for summer
boys and girls camps are still
available. If you are interested

in providing your child with a
short respite from the heat and
city streets, sign up for the
camps at the Jackson/Mann
Community School. The
school will be taking
registration for 10-day
sessions at either Camp
Mitton, Duxbury Stockade,
Camp Laphan or Camp Wing.
Scholarship money is
available to those who meet
eligibility requirements. A
$10 non-refundable deposit
must be paid at the time of
registration for each session.
For more information, come
to the school in Union Square
or call Rolanda at 783-2770.

GED's,
High
School
Diplomas
The City Roots Alternative
High School Program would
like to hear from persons aged
16 to 21 who are not presently
enrolled in school but are
interested in obtaining their
GED ·or high school diploma.
For more information, call
Jean Murphy or Shahrayne
Litchfield at 783-0928.

Johnnie Walker Red
Your cost
Mall-ln Rebate
Your final

1.75 Litre

Almaden Mts.
Chablis
$3.99
Rhine

1.5's

Burg.

Ron Virgin Rum
white $8.99 1.75 Litre
Lownbrau 24--12 oz. cans
$10.99 +Deposit
Old Milwaukee 2--12 packs
$6.99 +Deposit
p

Molson Golden & Light
24-12 oz. Cans $10.99 +Deposit

